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iwtUiV, the most, \.ilii;iblr (I('|)(>iulo)ioy oI‘ Llu' IJiilisli cu)-v\m, ih also oiio oi’ tlie most 
iiiUoTsI iiin iKirlioiis ol' (hii ^flobe*- Even ^(mle cil' its pliysical fojiLuivs au- on a smIc of 
iin|>iii,illi led eiMiidoiii'. 'J'lio sUi)iciid(m.s iiioiMibdu c-liiiiu aloii^ j(s juiitlaTii lioutici' 
i-ii’i'adii.il]y Jioiii a jiliiin ot iiK'xliaiistiliJc lorlility, has snowy siuiuuits wliioli imvov 
jHMi'ly six Ihous.uid ('cjcl iibovo tiui loftii'sL oi any othci'ccmufci'y in eiUiev ]iou!ls]) 1 n;ie; 
while (i\oi' the vast <‘.\'|1 !Ihsc of its uiaeni(ici'utly diyej'sitil'd suihici' almosi c'veiy jiiodiiet 
]Kissess('d of ocouoiiiie.il value f;i'ows imlitieadiisly, ol•lum^^ bei'ii inii'oilueed is eiiliivated 
witk siieeess. Nor fire its moral loss nmiai’Libli' tlian its physical features, in its 
razeed reci'h'ics and jungly Jiiresis various ti ibes, supposed to rejiu'seut its aboiigimil 
inliabibiuts, ui.ry .still tie' seen in a slatii 1 lordcriiig on ali.solute bmliarism, d’Jie great 
Imik of the iiojmhdion, however, eoiisists of a race, or ralhcr agerogatiun of rnees, who, 
thouek I'ar iul\,ni('ed in eivilizalioii, at le.isb in the ordinary ',011.sc of the term, since they 
lia\i' for .igi's liw'd under i-egnhir fioM-vumeut, ilwell in largo and .splendid cities, and 
earried most ul (he ail.s ol‘eommoii life to higli jierCceliou, tiro yet tlio diipi'S and slaves 
ol' a most ehihlish and gidiiiig snperstitiou. That the dominant el.iss, to vihiuli fill othi'i's 
(in' subservient, sliould bo full of ri'lieiouM zeal, is notidiig more than might have hecu 
C'.sjieeted, but a, tu'w pbase of Iiiniiau iiatnri' si'ems to be prosi'iiied whi'n tho.se occupj'iug 
the loMer gi'iidcM ol' the soeiid .st'fiie are si'cii snhinittiiig without a nninmu’ to ho lorded 
over, and treated u'l iiu'i'e outcasts whose very touch is pollution. What makes this 
suliuiissiou the jiuii'o evlraonliiiiiry, Is tliiit tliose who cxeunplify it are by no means 
(li'lieienl in natural acutene'is, and, on the ooiitriiry, often give proofs of intclloctual 
culture. 1 lindooisin, though lii.tle better than a tissue of oh,scene and mnnstrnus j'auoios, 
not only coinil.s il h doininatiou by thousaiuhs of years, hut can boast of having had iiinong 
its i-otarie.s, men who, in the agus in which they lived, exlonded the hinmdaries of kuow- 
hiflge, find carried some of the ahstrusest of tlm .sciences to 11 height vvhioli they had 
novel' reiiehed ht'fore. This roiiiarkiiblo coiahinatiou of jiure intoUect and grovolling 
suiter.stil.iou, nowhere displuyi'd so strikingly and unequivocally as in Imlin, give,s a 
[leculifir value even to that jiiirl of it.s history which, relating only to its .social state, is 
ueces.siirily iho loast fruitful in .stirring iucideiits. 

80 long as the loading powora of Europe nuido India a kind of common battle-liold, 
on wliieh they moi to oonteiul lor sixpvmuaey, no one nation oonkl be aaid to po.Hsess any 
exelusivo or peculiar iwicrest in its affairs; but front the. nwinent when G-roat Britain stood 
fortli, virtually if not formally recognized ns the paramount power, tho history of both coun- 
tric'i boaanio in a mannor iJcmljfiotl, and ought therefore to ho studied a.s one great whole. 
Tlie vast spaco which depavates them is a more circumslaiico which, if it have any wciglit 
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lit dll, (infill ralliur In iucroaso tins iuteiT^tfiC Uic Ri-itihli I'ciiili'i', wlm id iml iiiil\ ini i iidiKd.d 
til now scciie-i mid now niodo-, of nocial oxistoiico, Imt ri>llii\\.n Ids cuiniii", moii sli'|> ,,(o|i, 
and .sous llii'in iu a new s)>lu;vo disjil.ijdns' tlio .'•auic uiiruallod laicals, cl\ il and nillilarv, 
tlio ,saiuo iiKluiiiitaUlo Cimi'.ioc and [ici'scvcraiioc, (la' s.iinc ciillslilciii d, liinnaiic, and 
acuei'iHn .‘daiit, whioli liavo planed (^l•(‘at lii'lLain .i(, Ihc head of modern nal ion,,, and 
given lior the largest and luigliliost enijiirc tliat IIh' aoild lias ycl iM'licId, W’liile India 
was placed nuder a kind nriutolage, and those iiifriisted ailli its ad mini'i i ,d ion, inslead 
of encouraging, sys(eiiiaiie,dly repressed the puWie curio,sil,^, (here \\a', douMless some 
excuse lor a t'eoUug of apathy i a regard to i(s ad'aii's; hut now thaf (lii' aiiniii.iloii.s lluau 
of govcniiiimil haslieiai ahidished, aiidllio (^iieen, ruling India in her o\\ n name a itlaml, 
any ad\uni itious intcrvf'Ut-ioo, lias called ii|ioii her ]o\ ing silhjeels In miilc ailh her in 
developing Its resoin-ee.s, a.s ouo of the nio.st elfeetual means of pronioliii,g (lie p,eiiei'al 
Welfare of all her dotuiuiojis, how can tho call be pvopei-ly re.spoiah'd lo, niilosi Ihe aeiiial 
cii'ounistiuiao.s ol the country, and tlm vsdxolo eourse of eventsi liy w Idmli (hene lia\e been 
formed—iu othov words, (dl the del,ails of its history—are (‘arerully si lalied I 

A .sulijoct so iiiiportaut and so atti'iie.tive uh that of India eotdd not, fail lo ongago 
the piens of many writers, mitl uceovdiugly a munber of works relal ing lo i(, luii. appeared, 
some of them by di.s1 inguished men, wlio bore no unimporliint purl, in nianx of Ihe l,r,iiis- 


actions whieli they luirratc. To (dl Ihe.m works, liowex'i'r, there is one sei'loiei objeelioii, 
whieli, without impnguing tlioir merits, goes to prove, Urat so I'ar rrnin ("ilmimiimf Ihe 
suhject, they have left important blanks, which dojirive (.liemof the eharai'ler of eoinplele 
hisUn-ic's. Kouie of lliciin are professedly eonlimal to partirnlar iieriods or pardeular 
pi'ovinc;(;,s; while others of a more general de.serijitioii eithei'omit part of Ihe earlier 


In,story, or alter bringing it down as far a,s wn,s jiraetieidilc at tho time, slop short id, the 
very period when it becouios at once most ink!resrni,g and most instriieil\ e, The present 
work, whiclidiflors from them in phm, and is also iuleuded |,o be nf a mnri' ,io],ular 
diameter, was umleidaken in the belief that if written idti'V due. re.seiireli, in a iiernpicii- 
ous style, and with strict impartiality, it might supply a want whieh had lou.g been fell, 
amlto which recent events bad given imicb additional urgemy. It is,as ils name implies, 
a tWprda'nsiTo History of India, Ijcgiimiug vvitli i(,s earlie.sl, jieriod, and eotiliiined, 
witknit the known omis-siou of any tramsaetion of imj.ortaiiee, lo the present lime, In 
composing it, the aulhor has not trusted to previous eumpilaiiims, but deriv'd Ins 
materials a.s nmcb a.s po.ssiblo from original and uffloud sources. 1 Imy fa,' he lam sueeeeded, 
It rermims for Ins readers to decide. The only part of the, work on wldeh Im s eidures 
to autuapate the judgmeut of the public is that of the. maps, plans, and mnuernm, Illustrm 

mm, wbidgmdepemlently of their merits 
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INTRODUCTION. 



OiNCr ofU'v fclu( ii.nuc nl' 
I'JU'Jii'.S 


I'llVldC' 


[iidiii lijul liccimic familiar in the 

iilt IS i)f In- 

,seats of civilization in the Mofliteiranean, little more ‘ii™ ='tt> 
wis known of the coimlvy designated hy it, than that it 
waH a reiiioji of vast ovt('ut situated in the f.u’ East, near 
ihe ouLenuost A'crge uf the known world Fiuni the in- 
hal)itants tlioinstdves no Matisl'aetoiy inforniatiun could he 
aiiu'd Aeeustomi'd to veil everything in inysLeiy, they 
d the terrestrial glohe into seven deeps or islands, cinh 


I'lienniiiassed liy its own peculiar ocean; and placing the liahitation 
of the hinuaii race in Jumiuoodeo}), which is nearest the centre, and na»i™>iii’a 
(}<%/ consists ]iartly of a aionntaiu of gold of enormous height, reaching 

as iiir beneath as above tiie .surface, approjirialed to theinselves one of its 
most hiii'hly favmired localilics' Tin', notions uf the Creek.s, though disfigured 
and ohiseured hy falde, were of a more detinite description. Instead of allowing 
his fancy lo run rioi, Ilerodfd.us diligently eon.snlted the few soiu'ce.s of kiiow- 
ledg(' wdthin bis reach, and honestly communicated the re.snlt According to 
him, India was, as its iiatne implies, the country drained hy the Indus, and 
eoHsisted of two great divisions—a western, Avliich was included in the Persian 
emjjire, and formed tlu; large.st, as well as tlic most productive of the twenty 
satrupie.s or provinces into wliicli that emjhre was then divided; and an eastern, 
which, stretching Lieyond the limits supposed to he hahitahle, tenninated in a 
■sandy desert." (Jvude as iluise ideas are, .so little was done to correct or enlarge 
them, that when Alexander, during hi.s eelehrated expedition, .first reached 

*■ exjjeiliTion 

Itidus, 1 k' mistemk it for the Nile. Fortunately he toole the moat effectual 
jueaiiH to undeceive hiiiisclf, l)y fitting out a fleet, and giving the command of 
it to Nearclins, who, after rle.scending the river to its mouth in the ocean, con¬ 
tinued his coni'fic westwards a,long the shores of the Arabian Sea, and finally 


' Caadwiti’s) /Ij/ren AUcru, vol, »i. p. 3S, rfwa-, with its ciitloimm'ip, iUiistiative of Hindoo gsography, 
fTn oiMus, book iii, 9T-M6. 
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UrSTOEY OP INDIA. 


ari'h'ed .in, tlie Persian Cliilf. Alexander, who liad acc<iMipn.nied Nearclms in 
his descent, afterw'arcls aeooinplislied tlie rest of the distance overland. 

Two gL’ea.t routes to India had thu.s been .simnltaneonsly e-\,plored. Afi a, 



natural consequence, reguhir intercourse with it rapidly increased, and both it 
hgure and dimensions begmi to be better understood Ample evidence of thi 
^ fmraslied by works of Strabo andPtolemy, and yet it cannot be denied 
tliat With dl sagacity, they have ratlier distorted than de 

Iineated Duka _ The mantime porfcioiv in particular, is miserably curtailed, am 
Its elniractenstic pnyection, instead of forming the vertex of a triangle, is con 

Dxplwstioni ^it ia att ”'“7 ty any amount o 

forit3:carfiual poinia. and 

:tlie oaly one wineli loo3va Uke xealiby, -becaixse ifc is Rai,r to * ,, ocean surmindiiig JummootlGep i 
fiesli water. . ^ ^ b'^tl^iv sngar-caue juice, -wiiie. ani 




INTItODUCTION. 




verted into the side of a square.' It Is not diffieult to aeeouiit for this .serious 
lilunder, wliioli, indeei.l, is only one of tire vnsiny wliieli it was inq.i(i~sil.:.le to 
avoid, so long as tlie o.nIy accounts of the country were deris'ed from ti':i \ t-lleis 
who readied it l)_y journeying acro.s.s inlio.spitahle deserts, fin: navigatoi.u Aciio in 
tlie infanijy of their art, effected along and periloirs jrarsag-e Iw I'ollow-iiio- the 
windings of tlie intei-vening .slnires. A great advance wa.s inatle ivlien the 
Portuguese doubled the Ciipe of Good Hope. From that time, the Imlian coast tv. , 
became accessilile in all direction.s, and its outline was easily trac-ed. To map 
out the interior was a work of greater' difiicidty—a work in wliidi little p,ii'ogress 
eovild lie made while tlie .struggle for supremacy in the East remaiueil uudecided. 

No sooner, however, 'vrere tlie foundations of oiir Indian empire .securely laid, 



than the neces.sity of obtaining a tliorough knowledge of its surface was-n^rjiTi gw.- 
urgently felt. Accordingly, in addition to district, svnveySj: Qiie enibracirig Uie 
oormti*}^ in aU; its length and breadth, lias been nn(,lerta,ken at tl:ie instance of h 
governnient,; and earried on ‘with all the aids whiolivtlie refeienfonts of, modern 
HcieTiee ,,suppl 3 i.; In tbis .waj^, inpstipf. tlie blanks ift. Indian geography have beeri 
filled up, and a map, not iniwprthy .of tbe.yast ianrl magnificerit ciainti-y wliioli : : 

it delineates, is advancing to ,completiOTy,.: yhyi o i 
' Ill tlie eonfoe of tlie;;foiPb>^g:,wnc^v%ehimppctant^^,^ 
yalPalifehniat@ialh::necuinrdali!^ : .f ,■ yhhi 
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come apparent; lint in tlie meantime it seems impnsablo to employ tliem to 
better accouiLt than in iumisliiiig tlio gi'ouudwojk of a liriol skotcli, wliidi, in 
exhiliiting tlie leading leiiturcs of tlm geogiapliy ol India, will be nt once an 
ap[iro[irintc intioduetion and n nsefid guide to tlio study ot its Iiishory. 
iiiin ir,,v India, takeiL in iL-> wdded- sense as a fimmioii iiamo for :dL Llit' eontigiioir; 
i.'uuciiii. territoiicj in Asia., wbieli are diioetly or imlirecLlj^ snTijeet to Tliitisli rule, lie-> 
between and 117’ uoi-bh latitude, and G(k ami f)9" east longitude. Within tlu'se 
limits, wbieli extend uortk and soiitli from the Ilimalaja to Uape Comorin, iuid 
\ri'st and east from Afghanistan and jJeluocliistau to the Buniuin empire, it 
coeeus an area of a million and a half of sipiare miles, and contains one Inmdred 
and eight}' inilliuns of inhabitants As the.se enormous numbers arc not easily 
compn bonded, a more detiiuto idea may he formed, by consideiing that the 
space i.s aliont twelve limes, and the jiopudation six times greater than thosi' 
of t\m Bi'itlsh Islands Idvc yovUou of theso vast dondvdoun lying east of ibe 
Day of flengal, consisting eldelly of acipiisitions from the Darmoso, are only 
politically asaHiated with India, and, having few features in common with it, 
may for the present he hd't out of \'iew The other and far larger ])orLion, to 
which tliti name of India is more properly applied, forms one compact wliole, 
and Is, fur the most paid, well detined hy iiatnr.d buundarii'S Accoi-ding to a. 
1 , 1 ..I.,,n. ilivisluu of ancient date, it consists of Himloostan and the Deccan—the fornu'r 
ilosigiiatioii laeaning the Land of the Hindoo, and the latter the Land of the 
South. The line of demareatiou hetween the ilivisioiis is marked hy the 
Viudliya .Mountains, which strelcli irrogiilarly across the country from ,sea to 
sea, between the mouths of the Indn.s and tin' Ganges 

Hiuduustau, thus definod, includes the whole of India which lies contignons 
to other parts of the Asiatic continent, and consists almost entiroly of two 
great river basiii.s—that of the Indus in tlie west, and that of the Ganges in tlu' 
east Both hadns have a common and magiiihccnt hoLindary in the north, 
where the Himalaya, by fa,r the loftiest mountain s\stem in the world, with 
snowy summits which, measured from the level of the sea, luive more than five 
miles of vertical height, diverges as from a n'ntral iiuclens in oppo.site directions 
—oil the one haiiil, sloping north-west, and giving its waters chieliy to the 
lOfliii,,! tho Indus, and on the other, curving round toAvard the east, and suTmlviiio- iuuu- 
merable feeders to the Ganges The ba.siii of the Indus has its greato.st length 
from north to south, and, AA'ith exception of the beautiful valley of Cashmere 
and of the Punjab, i,s rctnurkable for a barrenuesa, ndiieh, in it.s lower part, 
beeome.s so great that cultiA-atioii D confined to the breadth of a fcAv miles on 
either side of the ru’er, Avhiie the adjacent conntiy is couA'-eried into a desert, 
liil.s de.sert, .stretching away to the east and north-east for several hundred 
miles, lias its occasional oases, but is, for the mo.st part, a sandy Avasto, mono¬ 
tonous and dreary in the extreme. 

On entering the basin of the Ganges, a .striking contrast i.s pre.scntcd. On 
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the Lioi'tli hide, the Ilimalayji, (li'siviidino (y-a swie^ nf ijiao-nifu-fnt t>‘! imci ■, 
u-ith |int'allel or ii]teiscctu\g valleys, apjiroaeiie^ tin- edge of au unuu-\i e pliiu 
of hill-passing lieauty and ferlilily, slojdng o,>ntly iroiu to ea-t and fra- 

vw'sod near its couire liy a iiuijestu- liver On Imtli side-., ehicHy fnau t 1,,. 
Ilimaiiiya, buL partly also from tlio ViinllMa range it, i-, joined liv miiiienjii-, 
trilndiu-ies whieh so augment its volume that it lieeomes in a inanuci eiu-uin- 
liensl with its spoil.s, and miahle to carry tlieiii along in one undivided eliamiel. 
Accordingly, in the lo-ivi-r part of its course, it tliruws olf nnuii-roiH hi,inches, 
ev-liich foini a kind of network across its rleltn A little lower down it com 
muuicatc.s witli the Brahmapootra, coming from the east, and carrying a volnme 
of water little if at all itifciior to its own Tim dilficnlty of discharge is tlui- 
greatly increased, and can onl}' he met by an .iddition.d numher of outlet>. 
[u the dry season, those tloev udthin their banks, and liave the ajipeiiriuico of 
independent .streams; but when the waters rise, a .snddi-u overflow takes jilac-e, 
and the whole eountry is covered for many miles around witli one vast iniinda- 
tiou. A .similar result is produced on tiie lower Hats of the Indus; iiml oue 
eonh('([u(mce is, that hotli rivers liceoiue far less availahle fur naviention than 
might b(' .supposed from the volumes of water which they can'\. Tii” eliiuuuls 
becoming .shallow and attenuated iu proportion to lbeiriuiniber.it is diilieiilt 
to tiivd any single one wbieli large vessels can safely use. 

The two great basins now describeil do not eom]jletely exhaust tlie whole 
area iiielniU-d Avitliin tho Tliinalaya and the Vindliya range; and therefore it is 
necea.saiy to mention, tiiat the ramifications of tlic range coi'er a coiisiderahle 
tract of great lieauty and fertility, Avliicb belongs to what Iras been called 
Oentral India, and is drained by the independent basins of ilie Nerbiidda and 
the, Taptee, which carry its waters west to the Gulf of Gainliay. 

The Decean, the other gnait divi.sion of India, i.s washed by the oceiui I'U 
all .side.s but one, and is hence, tbougli not with strict accuracy, nsnally described 
as a peninsnla. It is in the form of an immense triangle, which rests on the 
Yindhya range as its base, and torniiniite.s in (Jaiie Comorin as its vertex. Of 
its two sides, one running S.SIC. in an almost unbi-okeu line, faces the Arabian 
iSea, the other, wlio.se continuity is more broken, lie.s soiitli-wesi, and faces the 
Bay of Bengal. ISlames ,so coimimn as not to be miwortby of notice serve to 
diatingnisb the lower halves of tlie sides—that on the wevt being rnually 
designated as the Malabar, and that on the east us the Coromandel coast. 

The .structure of the Deccan is very shiiple. Not far from the opposite 
estreinitic.s of the Vindliya range, whose greatest height is not supposed to 
exceed 3000 feet, two mountain chains proceed, and stretch southward in direc¬ 
tions nearly parallel to the coasts. That on the west, called the AVo.stern 
Ghauts, is continued to Cape Comorin. lis loftiest .simrodts, which are situated 
between lat. K)-' and 15°, rrse to about GOOO feet. Towards the sea, from which 
it .seldom recede.s more than forty miles, it is very precipiton-s; towards the 
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];uk 1, wliicli in many parts almost espials it in liaiglit, its slope is alwjpys 
gradual, and occasionally iin]>erei'pti))le. On lajili sides it is eloibod with niag- 
iiiticent tiiuher, and displays iniieli orand secuery 
,, 'J'lie Mastei'U Gli,lilts is <i less elevated and tamer raiigis Its loftiest snminits 

ai'e not alio\e 300t) feet, and its distaiiec from the sea is so eoiisiderablo that 
tile de^lent is si'hhnn ahriipt In its coiiiso sontliwiirdri, instead ol heing con¬ 
tinued til the extremity, itstojisahuiitnddway, and tnrniiio- gradual]_y .south-west, 
meets with a trunsveioe range called tlie Nedglierry Hills, wliich have siuninits 
exceeding 7000 feet, and hy which ithecoiiieb linked with the A-Vestern Ghaut,s 
In this wii} a new triangle, -vnlh .sides compm.sed of inoiiiitain ranges, i.s formed 
■iiii Uiia m^d incloses an elevated tal.ile-land, which luis a 

gradual huL eontimum.s .slope eastward from the AVestern Ghiinta to the sea 
In accoi'dauee with this .slope, all tlie river,s of any inagirituile—the Alahanuddy, 
the (hiihivcry, the Krishna, the Peiinar, the Pdar, and the Coleroon or Cavery, 
carry the drainage to the Hay ot Heiigal Thi.s tahle-hiud cannot hoast the 
fertility of the hasiii of the Ganges, beearise, while it i.s exposed to a more 
.sciii'ehing heat, it lias no strearrus hal by perpetual .snow, 'Ihe torrente of rain, 
however', which periodically descend on the AVesteru Ghauts, compensate in 
some degree for this (LcCecl, and pirovide the nreaus of a system of irrigation, 
which, carried oir by collecting the snpierJtnon.s water in immen.se lanks during 
the rainy sfa.sou, at one tinre made many parts of the Deccan piroverhial for 
lieauty and luoductivcnesr. Unfortunately, in too many districts of the country, 
and more csjieeially in those where native misrule .still oontinue.s, many of these 
tanks are in mins, and .sterility has j'eburiied. 

'iiMs The geology of India has not bccrt fully investigated, hut what is known 

seems to show tluit its lendiirg features are le.ss complicated than those, of most 
other countrio.s. All the great nrouutain range.s are composed of the I'ock.s 
usually classified as granitic In the stirpeudoms heights of the Himalaya 
gnei.sH i.s particularly- predominariL, and is associated with mica-schist, hoi'u- 
bleude-.scln&t, chloriile-slate, and primitive limestone. In the chaiirs of the ]) 0 uin- 
snla the .same rocks prevail—granite in the south-west and south, and sicnite in 
the .south-east, covering a considerable portion of the wirface, and oomiio.sing 
some of the highe.st peaks. One great exeoptlon to this predominance of granite 
and its accompanydng schrHs is iirtho southern portion of tiro AVesterii Glrairts, 
where tliese rocks Jisappeai' br?iieatlr the .surface, and are overlaid hy a peculiar 
species of iron clay, which, from itsbeiirg so soft where it lies a.s to he easily orrt 
by the spade, and hardening on exposure to the air so as to be fit for building, 
has received the name ol laterite or brick-stone This mineral, in.stcrid of bcin» 
a mere local deposit, almost assumes the dignity of a rli.siiiict formation, coniitm- 
ing with little interruption to the extremity of the continent, and even re¬ 
appearing beymnd it in the Island of Ceylon. 

Another great exception to the predominance of granitic rocks i,s in the 



IXTRODITCTIOX. 


U[ipcr piii’fc of the Wcistevn Gli.nits, and the adjummu raiuiliedfciuii', of lie- e 'i 
Vindhya range Tlere Ijiisaltic trap, in its various toi’uis of prisiu.itu', (oluitinar ' ' 
gloiiuinr, talnihn-, porplijaitie, and amygdaloid, spiea.ls out as !\n ov.-rlun^ i nk, 
to an extent un(3(iualled, it is belie\-ed, in any otlier pait of tlie w'orl.l A \ery 
large ])oi'tion ol the table-land (;f the Derean is entirely oovered lij it ISlot 
unfrc({ii('ntl 3 r Ijoth tlie trap and the granite pierce tlie suil'ace ulrtuptly and rise 
in precipitous isulate<l masses of eonshlcrahle height Alaiyv of these .staiuling 
out prominently^ from the surrounding plains and ero\™e<l with hill-forts, form 
the most reniaikalilo featm-es in the landscape. 

The more regular .strata of the secondary and tertiaiy periods are largely^ *'"''oiio 
developed on the lower sides of the Himalaya, and oc<*upy coirsidernlde tracts in u ri 
various other locaiitie.s jllaiiy’^ of the sandstones and .shales of the former period 
holong to the coal ineasru’es; and coal has not only been found at .several ])la('es, 
hub is actually'- worked, particularly in tlie valley of the Jjamooda in the district 
of iliLivbviin, where a coal field with a main seam !) feet in thiekiit'.ss has lieen 
ciu-efnlly'- explored, and found to extend over a hn’ge area. The proximity of 
this field to the caiutal, from which it is ahont I-jO inilo.s north we.st, and Ihe 
facility of cariiago by' svater, and now also by- rail, hove hrought it caily into 
notice; but there cannot lie a doirht that there are many'other lielrls ecpiully' 
jii'omi.sing, and, at all events, productive enough to supply' tlie demand iihont to 
he created by the estalili-sUnrent of an extensive .system of railways. The tt itiavy 
formation appears to obtain its greatest breadth in the north-west, towuials 
vSeinde and the runjah, from which, arid the luduntaius of adjacent districts, 
fossil remaina of .singular forms an<l gigantic dimensions hav'o recently been 
brought to enrich our nuLseums 

It must he admitted that, as a umicral country, India has not yet proved its Miiu-mi, 
title to a prominent place. Though in ancient times gold was so abundant, that 
the Indian was the only' one of the Persian satrajiies which paid its tribute in 
that preeioms metal, it has now only a few wa.shing.s, which are hj' no me,airs 
productive. Its diamond mines also, once so firmuiis, have long been exhausted. 

Beside,s the, coal already mentioned, the only mineral products of much economi¬ 
cal value are copper, of which several mines are worked; iron, from which steel 
of the finest c[uality is manufaoku-ed; nitre, bo ahimdant as to form an impor¬ 
tant article of expoit; and salt, said to exist in beds which are inexhaustible. 

Of the 28= of north latitude over wliich India oxtemls, 1 0 ^=“ are within the 
tropical, and 12^’ within the temperate zone. Taking thi.s foct only' into view, 
it iniglit he easy' to give the theory of its climate; but it would merely 1 le to 
.show how -widely' in thi.s case, a.s in many other's, theuryf diflers fi'om reality'. 

The position of a country relatively to the equator, simply show.s how long and 
how intensely the sun <luring its annual re-voIution will shine upon it, hut 
gives no inforination as to the modifying causes by which, often far -more 
than by degr'ees of latitude, its climate is determined. In regard to India 
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LheHi' (‘iinsoa live, ae nuuievouw, atul o|)(.'i’ato ao didbvenLly in diliercMiL loealil/icM, 
IhaL lb may 1)0 truly .said, to liavc not one, Imb many eliniai.ea. Novtliwaid.s a 
low degvooH from tUe tvopie, it liaa a region in whicli snow and ice art' m'ver 
wanting; wcHtwarda, it has a de.sert with the ]iarch('d jilainsand scoivliing heatn 
of the AtVicaii Sahara; oastwardK, it lias a dei'p alluvial hnsin overehargi'd with 
nioistniv; and southwards, wliih' the i.soLheniial line, indicating the, greaLc.sb quan¬ 
tity of mean, annual heat on the .surface ot the globe, crosso.s it obli<|nel_y Ironi 
the (Joroniaudol to the iMalabar coast, the INeilgherry [lilts, situated nearly in 
the ,Slime latitude, enjoy the climate of the line.st jiart of the temperate sone. 
Whore so iminy anomalies exist, it would oliviously bo impo.ssilile to give an 
adwpiato description, witliout entering into minierous couipliea led details; and 
thond'ore the utmost which can lieiT he- done is to point out a I'ew (i'atnrt's 
which, tliougli nuich diversidod hy eircunistanee.s, may Ix' I'onsidered charae- 
tcristie of the eilnnvto of India 

Tlio mo.st proiniiientof these features are heat and hinniility--1iea(. prodiieisl 
cluoily by die dh'oet action of tlie, sun’s ray.s, but inten.sillod in many districts l),\" 
a low level, a iiaLurally arid soil, and sultry winds from other eonutiies; and 
humidity, not derived, as in Muropc, from inoilevate sliowors oceurring moi'C or 
le.ss at all seasons, but the result of rains which occur regularly at stated periods, 
ami are so copious and incos.sant as often, to jionr down, more wiitm in a, moni.h 
than falls in any part of England in a year, .lu London, tlie iiu'an aniiuid teni- 
peruLiiro is lO'H.')'’; in Calcutta it is 79 87“; in llomhay, 81 9“; in Madias, <Sl''l’. 
in order to perceive the full clfect of tliese, ilifferenoes. it is nece.ssary to attend 
to the annual range of tcinperatnri', or tlie number of degree's lietwei'ji the 
greatest mean heat and ilic greatest mean cold. In London, tills range, amoimis 
to no less than tO 3°, whereas in the above three cities it amoniiLs resiieetivi'ly to 
no more tlmii to 11'0°, 10'’, and 7 2°. In other words, heat Is far luoi'e, I'quaJly dif- 
fu.sed in .India than in our own island; and tlio conqiloLo cc.ssatiun of vegeta,Lioi) 
wliicli takns place in the latter during this rigour of winter, is tota,lly miknowti 
in the forniei-. An eipially .striking eontra.st a,])pcars in tlie degri'os of hnniidily. 
The average annual fall of rain in Engiaud is 32 inche.s, In Lomha.y, as large, a, 
quantity has been known to fall in twelve days, while the, average, of the, year is 
about So indies. On the Malabar coast and many jiarts of the We,stern ( Uuuits, 
even this ipiantityis lai'gely oxeecded, and the average lias boon nstimatisl a.t I3() 
inches. This, however, is only a local cxtinirie. In Caleutta, the range of the 
fall is from oO to 85 inches; and on the Coromandel coast, in tin' ueigliboiu’- 
hood of Afadras, the annual average of England is wiqiposod not to ho exceeded 
The gi'eat agents in regulating tlm dhnato of [ndia and lixing its chara,ct('r, 
are the ]:)erk)dical winds known hj^thc name of monsomi„s'. With the interval of 
about a montli, they divide the year between them—the one blowing regularly 
from the north-east from October to .Ma.roh, and the other from. Urn semth-wast 
from i\pril to SejEember, The north-east monsoon i.s, skictly speaking, uleniical 
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with ih<‘ iioi'Lh-cahfc Lriulc-wiuil, and would aocordiu<^’ly blow \s'itl)oufc iiitcinip- 
Lion tlirouglioiiL llie your, woio IL nob la-oiiglib luider ihe jidluoiice of a great 
eouiiLoracLing' ciiiiiso I’hi^ i.s foiiud on the ceiiLral })l[uiis of Abia, wliieh, 
l)uconuiig' iiniiioilei-atcly heubt'd wliilo tho sun is iioiili of the ('(puitur, ivivify the 
.sun'ouiuling' air, and tlun'chy distiul) tlic atinosjdiovical caphlihrium I'o refitoj'o 
it, a ciii'i'ont of ooldcr air begins to rash in liom tlio Indian Ocean A kind of 
sti iigglc takes |)lae('—the north-east luonsoon endeavouring to main tain its diree- 
tion, wdiile the new current ondeaA'onrs to estahlisli its asccndeney In the 
struggle, tlic nortli-cast monsoon is placed at great diaadvaukige, for at the very 
time wlien it is ('ugaged witli its f)ppanei\t, part of its own forces are diverted, iiunc.ui'.j 
and (IraAvn <ilf to the regions Avhere tlie <'quird)riuiu has been disturhed. After 
a, month of warfaiai, in which all the eleinenls seem to mingle, and thnnder- 
stoi'iuM and hurricanes rage with tlie gia'atiist fury, t!ie new current piawails, 
and heconu'H established as tlio sonth-we.st monsoon. After blowing for nearly 
lialf a year, a nerv state of tlio atinosiJicre is superindiieed. The overheated 
Asiatic jilains are cooled down by the sun’s de])artnre for the soutli, the aerial 
struggle, with its acoonptanyiug thundi'r and hiUTioanos, is renewed, and in about 
a, month the north-east monsoon, n'eovcring its sujieriority, liegins again to blow! 

'J’hc eifeets of the monsooiis in determining the climato of India are-very'iiuu 
reniarlcahle. Tiie south-west monsoon, in blowing over the Indian Ocean, 
becomes surcharged with vapour, which, being suddenly l•ondensed on tholieiglits 
of the Westf'rn (Jha,idg, is discharged in torrents. Thus deja-ived of its contents 
as last as It arrives on tlie Malabar coast, it blows across ihe country, and ariivcs 
at tile Ooroiuamlel coast as a dry wind. This coast, accordingly, and the eastern 
\iarfc of the Dei'cau, generally" at this time receive no direct supplies of rain, and 
heeonve in consiHpvoncc so parched, that the cidtnrc of the ground would become 
impossible, were it not that most of the rivers, having their sources in the West¬ 
ern (J-havits, beuoine lillcd to ovovllowliig, and thus furnish the means of carry¬ 
ing on an e.x.tensive system of irrigation. Beyond tlio limits of tlie Western 
Clhauts, the low plains near the moubli.s of the Indus, and the sandy desert to 
the. east and north, are unable to attract any moisture from the moiisoim, which 
now arrives rvell charged Avith water on the heights of the Himalaya. Being 
hcT-o deflected, it descends into the basin of the Ganges, and floods the lower 
])la.ins of Bengal. The .south-west monsoon liaving riui its cmirse, the north-east 
monsoon repeats the proces,s, though on a somewhat minor scale, because the 
.Bay of Bengal, from whieli the moistmo is derhmd, ia of los.s extent, and thero- 
ibro unalile to supply it so copioasly. 

'i’hc eour,SB of the seasons in India will now be easily understood, in the 
Britisli Islanrls, and in the tci'nperate gone generally, Avinter, .spring, summer, 
and anbtutin succeed each other, and tlie year perfoinis its roimd of grateful 
vieiiisitude.s. In India an entirely diflei’cnt aiTangement takes place; and the 

1 Maury, !Phe Sea, see, i7i to see. -179. 
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only .s(‘as(>iis which cau h(‘ propi'rly rocogiiizcd iivo iho van}!], Llu' cool, and ilic 
hoi. 'I'lio l)ouu,(Ia)'i('S b('Uv(‘(':i Uu'in arc not v('ry evncLIy dcliiu'd, hocansc Llic 
t'aiiH, wliich may he considcrial as the coinniciicciiu'nL ot 1/hc ycac, <lo iniL heyin, 
cv(m nil the ,sanu‘ side nf tlu‘ coiil.iiK'id,, aL Llic hainc period. On the Malahai' 
coasb, for iiisfcaitco, they arc retarded in proeecdiny nortliwants, and lm\e eopi- 
on,sly Hooded some districts at lea.st a. moiitli hetore I/hey lie-in to (all in otheis. 
As India lies wliolly on the noi'tli side ol tiu' eipiator, the cool and Ihe hot 
seasons should eorn'spond nearly with onr own winter and snmnier; Imt with 
out enterinn' too much into detail, and Kpeeilyin^' the [leenliarities of dilterent 
districts, it is almost impossililo to make any sta.tisnent, in neueral terms, which 
would not mislea,d 'I’he lasst mode* ol’ illnstratinj,f the sea.sons will tlierc'foro he 
to select a, pai'tionlai' locality, and e-ivo a, short de.seription of its year. (Jalentlnr 
hc'inc' adopted for this jjiirpo.so, the' cycle will lie as h.illows. Alter nearly a 
mouth ol’ storms, eonneeted with the .setting;' in of the monsoon, the' rains eoin- 
mencci about the'heginniujj; ol’ dune, a,ml c-ontinue, ivith occasional short inti'r 
vids, till ih(> middle of Oetoher, A hrief shinny period on,sues, and then, in 
Novemher, the air haviiu;,' jiri'vion.sly eioa,rcd up, tlie cool .season lamius At 
ih'st the weather is fair a.iid pleasant, and the, sky, j^enerally free, I’l'orn ehinds, is 
of a deep blue. In December, J’ogs become freipient toWard.s evoninn', and eon 
tuiiie nnbrokeu till the luoriiiiin- sun di.sper.ses them Dotli in 'this inonlili and 
Lu, January, tlie tlierniometer range.s from 17“ to 78^ but the air I'eids eohh'r (.ban 
the lower of these uuuibers might he expected to indicate, (lold hut linuiing 
wiuds fi'om the north and west donbtlcas eontrilmte to Lhi.s iv.sult. In L''('lii'nary, 
tlio thermometer liegins to rise,, and generally heiiire it clo.ses tin' hot .si'ason lias 
commenced. During' the three followhig montlt.s the heat eoutinue.s to increa.se, 
lint Is greatly relieved by wlud.s ami .storm.s till May, when an opprisssive still- 
msss prevails, at once nniUTving the body ami depre.ssing tlie mind. With 

this disagreeable month the season ehwea, and the annual ejailc a.giiiu begins. 

In heat and bnnudlty, Imlia pu.saosscs the two main agents of hixnriant 
vegetation. On its lower jilaiustlie most valuable plants of tlie tropics are iiidi - 
genons or acclimatized, and on its Jofth'r heights foi'c.sts of the nolilost trees, 
several of them of a peculiar typo, furuish iuexhauatilile supplies of the lines!, 
timber, including the Leak, ■which covens the rugged terrai-es of Ihe We.sk'i'U 
Ghauts. Equally deserving of notice are the maguilieent woody aiuphil.lientres 
whieli ri.se successively on the Himalaya, till the limits of the vegetahle kiim'doiii 
are approached. Among the plants -w-lueli lieloiig excin.sively to India, or, 
while possessed in common -with other countries, are so yddely dilfused over it 
as to fornr a leading feature in its hotany, are the hiunljoo, -which, though truly 
a gras-s, .shoots up in one .season to the height of (iO feet, and in anothej' hecome.s 
so consolidated in its textiu-o as to supjdy mo.st of the oi'dinary, and sonu; of 
Ike ornamental piii’iio.se.s to which timlier isipiplied; iiidm.s in almo.st emlles.s 
variety, including the cocoa-imt palm—tlio most useful fif its c]iis,s--ilK^ sago, 
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the ai-ec.'i, aad Llio gi'cat fan-palm—a maje.stic tree, witli a leaf of ‘.iicli extra- Viettiruiu 
ordinary dimeusionH that a dozen men er^nltl take shelter under it, the hahcd 
tree, one of tlio most heaiit.ifill and nscfiQ of aeaeias, tlic sandal vrnod tree, valued 
in tile Hast for tlie perfmae, and in Ruvope for the dye which it yields; spiee- 
hearing plants and trees, iueliiding among otlici.s the pepper-vine, wliieli entwines 
itiuong the eoeoan and other jiahns of the Alalahar coast, and forms a oonsider- 
ahle artide of export; the hroiwl-fniit tree, tlie banana, and aliove all the mango, 
at onee the finest and the most widely tlittVised of all the fniii-trees of which 
India ean boast Among the cultivatoil ])lants which are important as staple 
artieh's of food, are rice, maize, wlioat, millet, harley, varieties of pulse, yams, 
sweet potatoes, fre Among those most deserving of notice, from furnishing 
the raw materials of niauiifacturc and export, are cotton, flax, hemp, indigo, and 
va,rious dyes; cavdamoins and other spices, sngar-cane, tobacco, and ojiinni. 

'Dio zoology of India, i.s no less r-iclr and varied than its botany. Among 
(piadvnjiods the first })luce is uiifjuestiouably clue to the elephant, vdiich, besides 
living wild in licrd.s, has from time immemorial been domesticated, and i.s usually 
employed in all labours in which strength and singular sagacity ai'e recpiired 
'Die buffalo and yak have also been domesticated, and the camel is reared in 
coTisidcT'ablo nnrnber.s in the west, particularly on tlie bordews of the de.sert, which 
it is eiu|)loyod to traverse. Among the animals which Lave not been .subjected 
to the' dominion of man, the most remarkable for size and strength is the one- 
horned ihliiocoTO.s; for ferocity, the tiger, lion, leopard, panther, hyena, and 
jaek'al; for forms often humbling to human jiride, uuinorous species of monkey,s; 
and for swiftness, or .some, otlier property which singles them out for tlie chase, 
thi^ ai'gnli, or wild sheep, the wild goat, tlio wiki ass, the hear, tho wild hoar and 
wild hog, the chickara, or four-horned antelope, tho great rnsa stag, nearly as 
largo a.s a lior.se, tho sa,inner, or black rnsa of Bengal, the liog-cleer, the Nepal 
stag, and many other varieties of the cervine tribe. The birds include several 
S]K'cie,s of the viilturo and eagle, wild j)Oiicnck,s, pheafianla, and iu great profusion 
cockatoos, parrots, and paroipiets, of gorgeous plumago or .singular articulating 
Ijowons Though not a iiernuiueTit resident anywhere, the gigantic .stork makes 
its appearance in large flocks during the rains, and renders essential .service by 
destrojiug .snakos and obluir noxious rejitiles, and by plying tlie trade of sua- 
vonger, for which natnro evidently intended it, On passing to the lower orders 
of tho animal kingdom, tho tran.sition is disagreoahle, for it bring,s nw to the 
hideous allign,tor,s, abundant in most .streams, and more e.s 2 )eoiidlyin those of the 
Indus and Ganges, and to large and venomous snakes whieh infe&t both the 
land and tho water, and are ,so numerous that forty'-three varieties, including 
the deadly oobva de capello, have been described as of common occuiTenee. 
Hastening from these to the fiRhes, both the coasts and tho rivers piresent us 
with mimerouH varieties, often in rmlimitud abundance and excellent for fond. As 
piarticularly di.stinguished in tho latter respect, it may .suffice to notice the leopard- 
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lu.iclvcvt'l f\iv<l tho tuiing'o lish, tlio uiiu iiieastiviiig' 3 K'cfc, :niil ilio olli('r occiiKioiKilly 
‘i PceL in loiiyLli. JjoUi ii'cnuciiUy find n plnco on ilic iablc.s of |iniT(i|u>iiii reside ids 
Tlie inliahifciints of rndia would iieKfc clidin jiLLt'iiLioii ; hiiL as a. I'lill aceonid. 
of Uuau will ncoessaii'ily i.iu iid(‘r\V()\'('ii in Uie eonrsc' oJ' Llie woilc, d; may Iuto 
H uffico Lo mention that tliey consist inainiy of Ivvo nmat classes—IVIaliouu'tans 
and Hindoos d'lic former, amoiintine- only to about a 1eid,li of tbc' evliole 
pupnlation, are far more influential tlian tlieir nnndierM imply, beeaiiwe, lia, vino- 
been tlie dominant race b(d‘ore European aMcendeuey was established, they iniM' 
never entirely lost the wealth and )iower which this po.sition yave I,hem, and in 
most native state.s arc under the governnient of prince,s of tlu‘ir own liuth. 'I'lu' 
fliiuhjos, though classed imder a common ninru', by no mean,s represent a .single 
race, hut exhibit numerous varieties, even in iihysieal fman; and, instead of all 
.speaking the .samo langii.ige, have dialects, fouiuled indeed, for the most ]iart, on 
tlu' Ran.sfii'it, which i.s no longer .spoken, hut dilfering as much from each otlu'r 
as those lauguag('H of Ifurcvpe which lunm tlu‘ Latin for their eonim<m Ir.eds, 

In tin.' preceding skoteh, attention has lieen drawn only to the physical gc'o- 
gr.'iphy of Jndia, or to the featiire.s which nature lier.self has indelihly iiu[)resned 
\ip<m it, and the mout vemai'kahle ohjeetu jire.sonied hy its mineral, vegotuhle, 
and a.iihual klngdoma As yet nothing ha,s iici'u said of another department ol' 
geography—that which treats of the artificial divi.sions introduced for adminis 
trative pui'po,se,s, or in consequence of political clianges. ''l'lio,S(', though they 
ncee.ssiirily partake; of the instahility which attaches to all Inmian arraugemeiits, 
serve many important purposes, and, in fact, riirni.sh the vocahulary which must 
he used wlu'ii particular localitie.s are referred to, nr the eveuts of whieh they 
lia.vc heen the tlicatro arc di'sorihcd A thorough knovvI('dg(“ of this voea.hulary 
i,s only to bo obtained hy a diligent .study ofl,hc niiq); but for ordinary |)mpo,se,M 
a more cursory knowledge may .snllus;, at least ,so far a.s to pr('V(‘ni f.lie. per¬ 
plexity which might he caused hy Uio li-equent use of names of which no pn'vi- 
ous information had been given With the view of furnishing sneh a knowdedge, 
and guarding agaiust this peiqdexity, a .summary of the politic,al gi'oe-raiihy of 
India, in accordance with actually suhsisting arraiigomenfca, and eonqire.s.sed 
within the narrowest possible compass, is here subjoined 

At pre.seut, not much more tluin the half of India, is iu the undividt'd jiosHes- 
sion of Great Britain Two European nations .still linger at a fisw in.signilic'aid. 
spots—the Portuguese at Goa on the west coast, and at l)lu on the nor(,h -West,, 
between the Gulfs of Cuteh and Cambay; and tho Erench a,t ]'’(mdicherry' and 
Oarricall, on the east eoast, at IMahc, on tho south-west coast, ivtu! at (Jhander- 
nagore on tho Plooglily, above Calcutta. Two native states—IjhofcsujL and 
Nepal, situated on the southeni slopes of tho flimalaytv—arc noraintdly iude- 
pendent. Ail the other n.ativo Ktate.s are under a British protectorate of gj'cater 
or le.s.s stringency. Of tlinse states in the ii])por and inland portion of I ndia, 
the most extensive are Sciudia’a dominions, capital Gwalior, .stretching from tho 
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1 iipLi'o not'Lli 1,0 tlie liaiikw of the Uhuuiljtil, ITulkar.s doininioiis, Ccijiilal Imloi'c, 
much uifcerscclod hy those of Seiiidiii, vvhicli Lound them ou tlio north; and 
Piajjiooiana, consistiu;^ of a great niiiidier of status, wliieh, though individually 
small, have a large aggregate area, and reach from Weindia.s dominion,s west 
to the Ij-ontier.s of Seinde J]» the .south-west of tlie same |oorti()ii of the 
eounlry, aia* the (luieowar’.s (.(Tritories, ca^)ital Barnda, and the rajah,ship of 
Ciiteh, eapilal Bhoqi, Tu th(' Deccan, or .soiithcru and niaritiiuo portion of 
India, l,lie most extcuslvo native .state.s arc—the Nizam’.s dominions, capital 
tryduraliad, area !}5,;h'i7 a(|uare miles, hy far the, largest territoiy under any 
sii\gle ivatlvv chief, consisihig of a eoiujvact and mitral pention of the penin¬ 
sular jilateau, bouiidud north hy tlic Vindliya range, south by the Krishna, ea.sb 
and north-east hy tlm (Jodavery, and west by an iudofinito line near the last 
iSlopos of the VV’i'stuj'u Ghauts; Mysoj'c, the country of the famous Hyder Ali 
and Ti[ipoo fsaih, capital Seringa pa tain, area 30,886' scpiaro miles, coiiHistiug of 
a lolly tal)le-land within the angde which is formed by the junction of the 
hlaHtern and Western Ghauts; and Travaneore, capital Trivandrum, area 4722 
sqiun'e miles, I'orining the soutli-wc.st portion of tlie extremity of tlie peuinsula. 

Tins wlinle of tlie n!il,ivc ,state.s and tlic Portugue.se and hreneh possessions 
liavc an area of 631,470 square miles, and a population of 49,071,527. Tlie 
whole of tlie remainder—area 821,232 sipiure miles, population 130,807,193—is 
British tt'rrilory, which has the seat of its governnumt at Calcutta, the caiiital of 
all India, and is eomprehendod in the ])re,sidencie.s of Bengal, Mach'iis, and Bonihay. 

'riio prc.sidency of Bengal—area 317,839 iiiile.s, jiopnlation 88,883,337 — 
include,s all the British tei-ritorie,s wil.liin the hasina of the lndu.s and Ganges, 
with oxeeption of Hcinde. It also includes Assam and the annexed territories 
ol' the Burmese', a,ml the provlneeof Outtaek, extending .south to Oaiijam, on the 
I'ast coast of the Deccan, where it bounds with what are called the Northern 
Circa,r,s, belonging to Maflras. Being hy far the largisst and most populous of 
the three, tlie presidoiuiy of Bengal is .subdivided into Bengal proper and the 
North-western Province,% each having its own lieutenant-governor. The line 
of deinareation between them is nearly in the direction of the meridian of 81°, 
the whole of the presiilency east of that line belonging to the one, and aU west 
of it to the other, Btrictly speaking, the North-western Province.s include 
only the six great diviKsions of Benares, Allahabad, Agra, Ilobilcund, Meej-ut, 
and Delhi. The Pimjah and Oudo are thus left out, be&anse, though they are 
doulitless destined to ho formally incorporated A^dtli tliis subdivision, they ate 
still, in ccmserpienco of their recent acipiisition, under a separate administration. 

nio presidency oi‘ Madras—area 132,090 .square miles, poptdution 22,437,297 
—bounds with that of Bengal, near lat. 18° and eontinnes south, along the east 
and soutli-east coast of the peninsula to Cape Comorin, with no interruption, 
excoiit iVoin the 'interposed Prcnch dtstriote of Pondicherry and Oarricall. At 
Cape Comorin, it is cut off from the sea hy the interjected native states of 
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Ti'iivaiu'oi-c niid L'ocUin; bt\yoiul blu-m iii i^gaiu lu'couu's iniiril,lina, i\u<l 
coiiLiiniL'a iiortli nlonuf thu coasb of Malniinr, bill ii. ini'i't.s ilii' jiri'siiloiiry of 
Ijoiiiliay, iu‘ar blu‘ dlstrieli f.)!’ (Iria. IL lias a very iri'(‘!(iilai' ,slia|)(‘, y\ fc Hr,si,, 
wdiciL i(. ctimiiu'iira.y with tlu' Norlln'rii bHrcar.s, iL is ,s() li('iiiini'(l in li(‘l,\vni‘ii 
ilic Bay nl' Bcnyal and bln' nasb rronbiors of I, lie Nizam’,s ilniiiinioiis, (,lia(, ii, 
coirsisLs iinly 1 ) 1 ' a non^iar.iiivfly liclb 'I'Ik' Kanin iliiny lia|)|iniiH in i,li(‘ 

west, wliiM'd it is isimiliu'ly lieunucil in lietweeu tlu- Arabian dull' a,ml I,lie weal, 
Iroiitioi'S oC Mysore, blear Uie inidille, betwei'n l.be ninulbs ol’ I, In' Ivrislina ami 
tliu Peiinav, it wiilems nut and HLretnlie.s .so far wi'.st bet,ween LliOiSe two native 
■sbati'.s a,s to ajipi'naoli tlie Wnntern (lliauts. li’niiln'r .south, betwi'i'ii the eity oT 
Madras and I'alk’s tstrait, it I'X'teud.s acro.ss the vdinle peniirsula, IVnin sea In sea 
The pre.sidenoy of I’'oinha,y—a,rca ISO.Oh'a si|iiani miles, p(i|iidatinn I t,l()!l,IKi7 
—is, from .siiuiiar on, use, s, as irregular in .shaju- as (he jav.sideiuiy nC Madra.s 
Beoiniiiny near dna it eonl.innes inirthwards in a hm.S’'and niirrnw sl.r!]), and 
then rviderihin' nut, hecuirn's .10 iiitenulu.y’led with tin- ua.i.ive Htats’.s as to iiiaki' 
it a I mo,st impossihh'to iletiiie its hoiiinlarle.s. Seinde, wlileli has reeeiitly hi'en 
added to it, and toruiM the l.hn'o colleftoi’ate.s of Hhikuvpnor, 1 lyderahad, and 
Ivurrachoe, is hy iar its ino.st eomi>iU't province. 

The ahov'e sketch of the physica,l and pnlitienl e'ooe'raphy of India, seemed 
iicceswary in orde.v to funiish iivlVirmation wdih-h seme nuylit net pessi'ss, and 
remove the indLsthn;t, if amt errnneons impressions which it is dillicnlL i,o avoid, 
in eudcavouruiu to form an acfina.inbarnie with a, conubry ,so remoU', so vast, 
iiiid HO extraordinary. By oxhihitiiig it on a .scale .so reduced that the mind 
is neither overpowered by the inajjiiituch', nor perplexed hy tin: vai'iety and 
siiignlarity of its featurois, a kind of unity is given to it, a,ml it assumes (Jie 
appearance of a stagG on whlok groat actors arc to appear, and wmnlcrfnl 
aebievements arc to be performed. In this way, the liistory acpuircs a sim¬ 
plicity which it might not otherwise po.sse.s.s, a deeper intc'rest is felt in i.he 
narrative, and the iuipm-tant Uwons drawn from it liccomo at ojice mon- 
obvious, intclligiblo, ;wid iinpre.ssive. 

The History of liuli<o emliraces throe dtstinekperiods ---an ((w‘iriit, a, 
madienul, and a 'inodern. Tin: ancient ])erical, liegiuiung with the, earUest 
authentic accounts, extends to the cstidilishmeni, of a. Mahnmetiau dymisi.y. 
The medieval penod terminates with the donhling of tlio Ca])e of (hmd Mope, 
and the consoqneni discovi'ry of a eoirtinuons oc.oimic route to tlic. I'la.st, Tin' 
modern period, conimeneing with the great ohang(\s introduced hy this dis¬ 
covery, is contimied down to the pre.seiit time. The last of the.se. pCT'iod.s, 
forming tho proper .subject of the iwesent hi,story, will lie Ln'ated with a. hd- 
nes.s proportioned to its intrin.sic iinportmicc, and the, iut(‘rest it derives froiu 
its intimate eoimectioii with British history. The othei' two could not he 
omitted withorit leaving the work incomplete, but Ixsitig only .suborilitial,c, will 
not occupy more than a, few preliminary chaj)fcer.s, 
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AiurumI JiiiliR~Tlio 1)IU liintoiio ijbiumI -N.ilivo souicts oi iuloimallau — Otliei accounts— 

Invasion of India by Sfsostrirt, iSiiiniiainia, Daiiiw IfyatRSpos, Alcxaiitlu- tlic Gieat— 
Sulisuiiiioiii aiato ol IniU.i 

|n' Li'aciiiy the earJy liistoiy of !i couaky, the natuiul course is to No IUCHU‘1 
a[)ply to tli(' sources of iufovinatiou which the conutiy itself naiy ton'of'i'l' 
he ill lie to J'uniisli in tliis respect India iniglit he presuauid to 
he rich Long hefore the iiatiovia of Westo)-a Enrojic Imd l>eguu 
to eirierge from harhiirism, it iviis in po.s,si‘Sftioii of a lunguiigo 
rt'uiarkaliLo for the coiapleteneRs of its grammatical forms, for 
coiiitiusaosis, luul for the number and variety of the works, which had 
het'n wiiitcii in it. Several of these woilcs wore of ti scientiiic and 
nietaphysLciil cluu'iicter, vtspiiriiig kdent of a higher tinier tliau Avould 
w have been neee.ssnry fo)' hisUirical compilation; and jmt, Rtrang’c to .say, 
gr vvhile the more diflicndt JiitcUectual effort was .successfully made, tlie less 
■' tlilliinilt, the more usei'ul, iind, as one would have imaginod, the move attrac¬ 
tive, was HO entirely neglected, that with the excejition of a work tin Cashmci'c 
of no very aaeiont date, tlio literature of India lias failed to fimdsh a Kiiigle 
production to which the name of history can in any propei' sense of the term 
be applied In dealing with the past, ages are heaped upon ages till the years 
amount to iniUions; and eudlese deXails are given of gods and demigods, children 
of the Him and moon, and ei-eatnre.s .still more monstrous, combining divine, 
human, and be.stial forms—hut men ns they really lived, and the OAmnta ptro- 
duceil by their agency are entirely overlooked, or treated as if they were milit 
to be recorded until they had been moulded into some fantastic .shape. In 
short, the Brahmins, the only depositories of learning, abusing their trust, have 
made, everything sub.servicnt to an oxkavagant mythology, obvioirsly debigmed, 
and ill many respects skilfidly framed, to seoure their oivn aggrandizement. 

In the ab.senco of direct information from historical recuixls in India, it is smute^of 
proper before abandoning the sea.rch there as hopeless, 110 inquire whether it may tion. 
not bo possible to discover other native soxwees from which some amoimt of 
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no — .‘iiiLlieiitlc 1 11 foMnation, may bo olitiiinoil iiulirootly by iiioiiiiK of caiiLioiiH and loj.;!'- 
' “ Uiuatii (k'dnctiou [u niicient works, not pro|)orl 3 ^ Jii.sfcovioad, ilio HLa,L(' of .sooioty, 

and conseqiiont dog'TOi' of civilization at ibc jicrioil wlicn tbcy wore written, are 
often oxbibitod. not li'ss aocnrately, and perbap.s fa,r more vividly, tliaii if they 
bad been eonipoHcd for that K^ienial ])iirpoHo; and lieuee, pro\dded tiu'ir date can 
lie fixed with any degree of certainty, niiicli iiii'ormation of an hi.storieal natnn' 
may bo easily and Hidely extracted from them. Of the writings which thns tend 
to elucidate the primitive Uistovy of linlia, the most valuabU' are t.he collections 
■riui Vuiiai of ancient hyiun.s and prayers, known by the name of Vedtm, and the kind of 
coninientary n[ion tlumi contained in a comi.iilation, which the translation of 
k)ir Williairi Joiluh has made familiar to Eng'b.sb readers under the title, of the 
of Memt. The Fedas, four in number, prove hy diversities both of 
style and contents, that tlnyy are the productions of diflcrcut pi'riods, lietwi'cn 
which a considerahlo interval innst have (dajised. j\ccordine' to thi' Hindoos, they 
are a little more Lluui JfOOO years older tha.n our era, hut though thisagi' is short 
uoinparod with that which figure.sginierally in their ehvonolngy, it is donhlfess an 
exaggeration. Mr, Colobrouko, by a very ingenious and eonvineing process,' has 
out od‘ Hixteen ceuturles from the fliinloo date. Fonnding on a, calendar of 
autiiiuo form by wliich the F"ecic(s regulate the, times of devotional service, he 
was able to ascertain the i^xaet position of tbo solstitial points in aeeordauee 
with, which the calendar was regulated; and assuming, as lu' well niigidi, that' 
the, position W'as not hyjiotbotieal, he bad only to coiupa.ri' it with the position 
at ]ivuseut, and calculate bow many jmars must have elapsed in order to produce 
the diiference. Tim annna.] ])rece,ssiou of the equiiioxi's is an inyariahle ipiantity; 
and liy counting liackwanls and deducting this iinautity succi'ssivi'ly till tlu> 
whole amount of difference is exhausted, the true date ajipears. lu this way lilie 
coinpletion of the Ved(ts has hoeii fixed in the lifteenth eentury hel'orc' the (Ihris- 
imeitiiu'. tian era. The, InMitutes of MenK,, referring to the Ved<w a.s productions vcin'ra- 

of Morrn.. , . . * 

Llo oven ihcB for antiquity, juust ])c inucli iiiuro How mnoli, in tlu‘ iui- 

portaut (piosiion ; and unfortunately a question winch does not ailmit of a, vi'ry 
dotiuite answer. The I'UNtiliden theinsi'lvos give no dates, and any ennelusion 
wliich can be founded on internal evidenee is littlo better than eonji'c.ture. Ml,ill, 
bovrever, though a largo margin must be allowed as a kind of doha.tabh' grmmd 
on wldeli tlie stickler.s for an earlier and a later period mayearry on their wordy 
warfare, there is enough, hoth in the eoiujiarativoly pure and primitive J'orm of 
the religion, iuculeated, in the sa.notion of usages which are known to lla^'(' 
become obsolete some centuries before the Christian ora, and in the omission of 
religious .sect.s and coutrovensies which would certainly have lieen menbioneil if 
they had then been in existence, to sujijwvt the cone.hisiou that the f iiHt/iivlef! of 
Menu must have appeared not later than the fifth, and probably a,s early as l.lic 
ninth century b.u, Either pm-iocl would oaiay us back to a remote antiquity; 


* Asiatic Jlesearckcst vol. viii. 
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iol' ifc is always to be I'eineiiibered, that the laws ainl inaiiriei's whieh the work 
(letiiils, a, 11(1 the corresponding state of society which it implies, did not liegin to 
exist at tlie tiirui wlieii it was written, lint must have preceded it by several 
ages, Every [>age of the lusLitules, tlierei'ore, must be lield to furnish iiiduliit- 
aJile evddeiuie that about dOOO 3 iears ago India, was iieaily as lar advanced in 
eivilizatioii as in tlie yn'eseut day, containing a dense j) 0 ]:mlation, not niei’ely 
scattered, over the countiy in ri.iral villa.ges, bnt collected into large torvri.s and 
cities, extensivel}' engaged in manufactures and trade, and foi'ining a uuinber 
of iudepeiHlenb state.s. These, under the govermnent of rnle.i's rvho.se despotisin 
was groatl .31 modified. Iiy cnsbonis and larvs, raised large revenue,s by a, compli¬ 
cated system of taxation, brought into the field powerhil armies, and executed 
nnuyy stipiendous and inaguificeut works, A.mong these w'orks are the teiuples 
of E,lephanta, Sidsette, Adjunta, and Ellora, who.se te,stiniony, as imperi.sliahle 
a,s tire rocks out of whicli they have been hewn,' tells of an age, which, though 
fa,r ,slmrt of that wliieli was at one time extravagantly as.signed, inu,st still i.n 
tlie most an(,;ieirb bo nob less tliait 2000 years. 

Am.ithor testimony to the antigulty of Indian civilizatio,n lias lieen found in 
it,s astro'uoniy. 'l.'his tastimony, in conseciuenee of tlie perverse abteiuj.rts of some 
pliilo.sopher.s of the French revoh.itionaiy .school to confront it witli the Sacred 
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Records, for the piu’po.se of briiiguig thehi .mto IliscrecUt, was justly .stibjected to 
a very rigorous: examination, and did hot come ont idf it uiisCathed. ; The,astro- 

’ A« tlio colfiln’utoil wovUa itiautloAQiI ixi tliQ text, tlvo other corieists of reck tsinplefl, properly so calleil, 
u.d a coUatoral evidence of aTioieiifc oiylliKaiiioni •will ; hecaufi® Btandiu^. yif^ble iii the open air, aud eputo 
afterWRYda be roforrod to, along,wMth dtker \vovkB pf . rpMc, vvlucb, lixtd mnnove-. 

a Biniiliir'nature, under the liead of Iiidian .lU'chifec* hbnihlyd'rt.ilieiiHoidgmai bitd, have been libwii down^^^b^ 
tdiVD, ifc ia siidloiGnfc 'to ohaoryo here thafk^ -the forifr-of .teih|dGsi (B0Q vioW of 

to two ; diatiiicfc olaaspi^ hofcli heivui oiiipf fioUrl;. at ;,Bn.prft;iph;ehgrayo,4;tdtlQik 
rock, bu'fc fUfl'evliifj dBs;didudly:iitthi8ires))adt^tha.fc^^ y;Hntlr:5puli)te^.ap4.iiisci4pfciank;i 
oive.olaaH bousiwfcipf pilUveiV^kd 0 eiiIiiturod, ORypHw;iV ; Ayith;iit>mey^^^ 

.t>f-whlbli:Obly,tiiO'dut^fineG.'i3'yis,i.hlGdx&r:tiftUy;^^^ . 
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hooaaise fourulecl. on caloiilM.tioriH wliidi liinl hoom o.-iri'iod ]);u*k 
Wi.u'il to a very reniote perioti, were erroneoiLsly assumed to e,x'hil,,ii,t the rcHult 



lilx'rKmtm ot-' CUhiat (JUaitY/V Cavk, Hai^smitk.— I>'ion» V’crgivwojj'H Uncle ('lil’rtmii'Unud'ImllH. 

oi: actiud obsorvaikuis, Jiiiil it was gra.vely maintained that tlio .1 rmdoo a,;stro- 
]i,omer must have lueen sitting in his oiiservatory, snri'onTHled l.)y his instrniiKUilis 
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years before Noali: entered the ark. A,susua,l in ca-se.s of similar extvavaganee, 
a reactionary feeling was, producedi.and many, ruiiriiug to the (:i|jp(),sitihextmuo, 
insisted that Ixklian astronomy had no independent existence, and was at best a, 
inide plagiarisni froin the Chaldeans, arid the .Greeks.Moih iiroxieirvto^y 
notv enterthixied onihoth sides- .and.thdse best (xxialihhxi'to iri'liohihig 
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Lliji.t, wliilo recordtid observations Ijy tlie astroiiomeTS o:l;' Imlia cannot be ii c 

oariied l:'artli(;r back tlia,n the sixtli ceiitiiiy a.d., their .science had proljably made .. 

some jri ogress 200 yefO's before, tliere wa,s any .mention of astronomy' in Greece. 
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Gi.ie of the most ].n'e.a'nant facts on which tliis conclusion is founded, is the , 
reina,rknbl,e coincidence fictweeii the sign.s of the zodiac in tlie Indhui and Aral) tiwiiim. 
systems—a coincidencoi whicli, wlulc 

U'l- )■ 


it prove.s that they must have had 
a common origin, cannot bo ex¬ 
plained witliout admitting tfiat t]:ie 
.Indian .sy.stem Ims the biitter title 
to be regi.u,'d(3d as the original 

While there i.s tlius almudant 
evidence to .show tliat India must 
have received its finst inhiibitauts 
at Tio distant period after the di.s- 
per.sion of the human race, and be¬ 
come one of the finst cradles of 
civilization, no di.stinct dates are ob- 
ta.ined; and consequently the histoiy 
of the country cannot be said to be¬ 
gin lill we quit its OAvn soil, iind 
iipply for infbrmabiou to the writens 
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(if the West, who for the most part follow .some sort of chronological order, aiid Wm'ejt f 
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tiiNt, Gi'et'k wviLcTh who tliiwv aivy light ou thi' lii.stovy (if Jndi.i ;ir(' I li'i'oilotiiii, 
the I'yLliei'of liisLdi'y, wliu.so iiniiim-tal work, \rrttL‘n in Llie lil'tli eeiihii'y lU', .still 
exists; iiiid CLesius, who, tlnnigh ho inny iinvi- Invn (in' n sinnt (inn' o(in(oin|i(irary 
with Houidotus, properly lioloiig.s to the iinmo<li;itoly .sucoeodiny cent iii'y A inoiiy 
other hlsloricnl woiks, he rn'oto one o-\'])reshi_^ on Ijnlin ilis oppoiiniiiiios for 
ohtiiiuiny inalurinls wove wnisihevaltU' ilnving liecu lukow prisonei', or hecn in 
.Some otlicr way cnrriciI to tlie I'lnsian cnpitnl, lie giiiiu'd the iiivoni of Aihi 
voi'xes hy his skill as n, phynieian, ninl lived ni liis oonrt duriiio the seventeen 
years preceding no o()8 Unfortunately, lii.s woi'ls ii.s n whole hns perisheil, 
hut nniiiy rrngnieiiU of it liave been pi-eserved, jitirlleuhii'lv h)' llioihnns 
yiciihis iu his Bihliotlicca, wlucli wois written in the tinst year.s of the I 'livistilaii 
era, luit po.sse.sses iur more value as an aiithoiit} than its dale inielil .seem to 
give it, hecnrise it is a coniiiilation, and in uiauy eases iippaventiy an evart linn 
seript, of more ancient writers, whose works are lost Tlie earliest aeeonnis 
of India, drawn from the material,s furnished hy these' wriLer.s, and es|H'eialh 
hy the last, are presented vsdth all tlie gravity of lil.story- a gravity, liowever, 
wJiicl), vviieu tlie nature ot tlic di'taits Is eoiisidered, oeeasionall^ lieemiua 
ludleroiKS 


An Egyptian king, wlmiu Jliodorus rails Sesoosis and must other writeis 
Keso.slris, and whn is now generally holieved to he identical with Ihnnesivs, wlio 
helunged to the niiuitoeuth dynasty, cauie into the world about inW no, idler 
happy ouK'iis widoli foretold Ids future gTea,tne.ss. 'I’o pri'pare liiin llir it, lii.s 
fatlier oaused all the mnie ehildreu horn in Egypt, on the .same day to ho 
hroug-ht to court ainl educated along with liiin A,s tiny grew up they were 
traumd iu all manly e.'cercisos, and firmed a elio.sen hand, hoiuiil to their yming 
prince liy the, strongest ties of affection, and ]n'e.pared to fillow with nnllii'iehim" 


umirage and fidelity wlierever lie migld, lend. During his liithei’s lif-tinie he 
begmi Ids military campaigns, and proceeding lirst into Aruhia and then uesi 
ward into Liliyn, .sulKlned both, lii.s ambition having ln'en thus intlmned, im 
had no sooner aneweded to the throne than he re.solvi'd on llu' siibjuLiat ion of (ho 
world Hisimst .stop was to conciliate the allcetions o)' his snlijeets Id.s „e,st h, 
collect an army adequate to the (xmteniplated cnicrpri.s,'. It censislcd ol' (i(Kl ()(l() 
infantry, 21,000 cavalry, and 27.000 war-chariots. The chief commands were 
givmi to the youths wdm had l.oen brought iq. with him, 'I'he Kt hiopians w mv 
the first who were made to feel his power, d'lieir I'ountrv was mijneeut to 
Egypt, and could he reached hy a laud fnvee, hut on turning to tlm’cist dm 
noocssiLy of a lleet heciune apparent. Hitlicrto the Egyptians luid hoon' averse 
n nnmtmvc euierprmc, hut everytinng yielded to tlm energy of He.so.strls who 

loot r it !T "! T "1'"'“'’ ''“'K " "'"'I "1 

r,“ Khfcer”: ? '■ “ "'*■ "‘"■'•"'"■I 
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lii'li'i' III' I'i'liii riK'i I, lull i() WHS oiil_v (jii l•^‘(■lllllm^ iHT hii-, vicLiu-inu^ fiircc'r, iiinl n e 
III iiii!;li(,\ III my ('.•isLw’iu'il, imL only In I lu' iVoiil/icrs of J iiiliii, I niL lii'^ mid thii 
(liinyi'is, mill otillon I,ill he l,i-.iM‘rM.'il (,lio wliolo couiiliy mid rt'arlii'd a new occau 
()ii lii‘( ri'l Ill'll, ill' l•,•|ll^^■li pilliirM i.o In' orccliMl in \ .ii'ion^ pliu'cs, viilJi iiisai'i]i(iniia 
al.li'Mliiii'i, Ids v’ii'liii ics, and aL (dm miiuo Lime liKidiiin; Liu- eiuiraA'e ov s(iyuiii(i/in^ 

III!' niwa I'l lii'i' of Lliii.se who had eiicoiiideied liilii 

'rile alioM' iiarraliAi', \vliieli 1 >iodoi'n,s adniiLs lo )ie mil} Llie mn.sl, ])i'o)ia)il('N.iu.iinci.i 
ol si'\eral einii I'adielor}'arrmiids ei|•l■nlal.e^l in l'Ii;\|>l, em'i'ies Mime I'KtravagaiieeH 
on (lie liiee ol' il, ()ne of Llie nio.st paljialile of lliese is llu’ nimilief of Llie 
}oii(,li.s who are .said lo )ia\’n lieen liorn on (he i.iinm di.}’ wUli Seso.sLris VVlieii 
I hill, nionareh ,sel. oiiL on Ida I'lasl.erii e\’[i('dilion, iu' iniinL ha\'e heeii ou the 
l)ordei"i of roi'l.y, and vet. e\eii I,hen more than ITOt) |iev.sonti lioi'u cm t.lui 
.same da\' Mere .‘.l.ill .siirvivinj.;. A'^isiniiiiip,' (liid t.lu'y were .sulijecl- l.o the 
ordiiiar') law of mori.alit.y, ilieir nnudii'r al. I'ovLy yeiirK oC aoi' eonld nut lie 
more l.liaii a Liiird of v\hal. i( \(as al. (ir.sL, In oLlier words, tin' iinnilier of niale 
ehililren liorii in I'leypi, uii Llie same day wit,li SesosLris niiisti hiu'e been .">000, 
and, eon,sei[iieid ly, addiiio' female, ehildren, Llu' whole nimilter of liiri.li.s imisL 
ha,ve lieen 10 , 000 , Al, t.he usual raL.' ofinerea.se, Lhi.s would pi'ive Kg’jpL a 
piUiiilaliou iKirderiiip u|ion 10,000,000- ii popuhilimi .so c'norniou,‘( us to lie 
iiLI.erly iiieredilile. h'ouiidiuo' on Lhis diserepiuiey, and .some other oliji'elioii.s, 
whieli, liesideu heiuy somewhaL hvpeverit.'leal, arc' sLuLed more sLroiiicly Lha.ii 
fuef.s seem In jii.slify. Dr. ihilierLsun, in I,he lirsL noLe Lo his Jli.'^lorlcdl DiNQii'isi- 
film i'oiit'i'i'H i III/ Aiirli'iit I infill, lalione,s Lo pro\e Lliahilio wliole mieonuL of Die 
evpediLioii of Se.'di.sLri.s Lo India, i.s hi.hulun.s, H uiio'liL Lo he olwerved, liowever, 

Lliid., in Ilii.H InsLanee, Diodorus does iioL stand alone. Jlerodutu.s, wIkuu Dr.'l’'■rl^nll(^lyI't 

.1*1 1 i* * I • Hl'lDiIolllU 

1 !io|il‘ 1 'Ihou \i'ry (airly qitni<r.s a^aui^L luni, luauw .strong' r(‘Ktjin(iuy ni lus 
ravoiir, and in rael. (‘iiidirins his .sLal/emenL in all LliaL is esseiiLiid to it He 
dlst.ineily refers lioLli to (.lie lunriLime and Ihc' land exjic'ditions of Hesii.st.riw, aivd 
Llioipo'h he does iiiiL expressly u.se the' word India, he say.s LhuL in the one 
SeMo.sLi'is eoiiLiuned .sidlino ('asLward till lie eamo to a si'ii so .shallow as to lie 
no lono'C'i'naviyahle, and (hiiL in the oLlier he siiIkIiu'iI c'c'ery uaLiou Lha.L eaine 
in Ids way, and Iniilt pillar.s of the vc'i-y hind and for Llu* very inirpusu 
uienLimu'd hy Diofloru.s. l\i reJi'cL a sLaLc'inciiL thus siijiported, la'ea.use .some 
Haws may he iiieked in |ia,rLieulfir parts of it, is l.n .sf.riko at the fouudatimi of 
liiunmi LewLiminiy, and eounLcuuuiee tin' (!a.ptions (luihhlinij; pvoee.ss under which 
all lUieieiiL hi.stnry, .saei'ed as well as pmfanu, runs .some ri.sk oJ being eouverted. 
int.o a ni} Lh, 'Tlie fair eunehisioii eonei'rning Llu' liidhni ('xpediLious ol SSeHOstris 
.sec'tns ill he' Lind, they I'eidl.v ini'k plarc*, fmt that iu the accounts given of them, 
huLli the tneium cvliiidi he einptoycsl. (unl the extent ol ouuniry Avhi(;h lu" 

.suhdued of tniver.st'd aru e.'caggerated, 

<.>r another Indian expedition, akso meuLiuited hy Diodonw .SimihD on 
auliUority of tlfct'slas, gi't'atev ctoitht irmy rcimoiiahly i)o yjntui'tiiined, nut with- - 
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tl\(j minukuieHS wiUi wlilcli tin-di'DuLs :u-c' 11 '*' Ic'i'lor ol (liii 

expedition wan the iiuuoun Annyviau qnecu .SoiiiinuniM llavinp,’ linnied Diat 

fiidia was the uToatc.sb and ricliest eotuiLry in Liw wovld, and was isded hy a 
powci-J'iil inonandi called yLimroliale.s, vvl.n lia,d innnnu'V';d)li' liost-s ol' soldi('rs, 
and a -Teat umnher of elepliiin;,.s trained to war, and .so (M|nl|.|HMl as |o inspire 
teiTO)'. she deterJnined to e’ivo her,self no re.st till .slie lani made i.ruor of In'i' 
jii'OAve.s.s against liiui Slio aewn'din-'ly coniiiienceil |n'e|iar/il ions, and I'anied l.liein 
ou upon so iimuenhc a ,scale, that tlioiie:li myriad.s of arti(ieei-.s W('re ('in|.loy lal, 
three years wen* spent in eonijiletiuy them All the eonid.iy we.st of the Indies 
awes already .suliject to iicr )a)wer, tint in order to ero.ss (hat nd-'ld.y river, an 
immense nuiuhej' of.ships was neees.sary. In order to provide Ihein, she hronyht 
iship-hnililel'S from Jdaeiiicia,, S_) ria and (lyprii.s A.s t.lu' ha.nlc.s ol tlie Indus 
i’nrui.shud no tiinhor, she was oliliyisl to proiaii'e it in l.lie adja.ei'nt terril.nia ol 
JJaietria, the luodern Hokhara, Here .she cstahlislied her hnildiny y.ard.s, .■ind 
litted out her ,slii[is in sncli a luii.nnei' tliat ,slio could idl.t'rwiirds Iraiisport them 
plouc-iueal on the baek.s of eamol.s, and hnincli them when (.hey were reipiired. 
iii the umulmr of her troops, wdiich Diodorus, (inotiuo' t'l.esia.s us his a.td.horii.y, 
states at the falnilons numlx'r of .S,(HH),(U)(I inla.ntry, nOO.OtU) cavalry, a,ml 
100,000 war-chariots, each provided Avitli a cluiriotoer and ca.rrylny a soldier 
ariued with a sword G feet long, ,sh(! couisidoria! lier.scU’ more than a, nud.i'h ha* 
Staundjates; hut she feared his eh'pliants, and. as this wa.s a. kind id' feree in 
^'/liicli .she had uo moan,s of coping w ibli him, .she. lia,d recoiir.se li.i a. .sing’iilar 
.sti'iitag'eiii. Hawing collected 300,000 hlack eattle, and sla.ngiitered them to 
feed the e(nLiitle.ss wurkmeu emjdo^'cd in her vast ar.senal in lla.rtria,, ,sho eau.sed 
skins to ho .sewed together iu sueU a inaunur that ea.ch, wlu'ii a, camel wa.s 
placed inside with a man to guide it, here such a resi'mhlance to an ('iephaiit 
as to he readily iiiistakcu for it. By this device ,shc Impt'ii thal, the Imlitoi.s 
would be terror-struck ou seeing them.selves <)[)[)oscd to a. .species of force 
wliicli they had Imagined to bo exclusiv'ely their own. Meanwliik' iSlaiirol.ales, 
oil Ins part, had nut been idle. Beside.s a laud force .scarcciv Ic.s.s niinicrous 
than tbat of Seniirami.s, and headed hy a lonnidahle ai'ray of elepliaiib;, his 
ileet, eompased of -1000 vo.sscls coii.striietcd out of rei'ds or hainhoos, covered 
the river, Here the first encounter took ]ilace, and a great na.val ba.I.I.le was 
fought. Ahetory was long nndceidc.d, but at length, owing mainly to Hie 
superior naval skill of the l-’litenieian and (lypriofc sailor.s, declared In l‘a,\'(mr ol' 
the warlike, ipieen. Sbaurohates, rvith the Jo.s.s of a large fiortion of hi.s (lecl,, 
and an inmuni.se naniagc of Ida soldier,s. was ohliged (,o withdraw and leaM' 
the passage of the river free. The queen innnedia.tely caused a bridap' of 
boafe to be constructed, iuid ero,q,siug Avitb iier whole army, hasfeaed r<ii v\anl, 
with the hope of soon completing the concpie.sfc which sln>, had so sueiuissfully 
begun. &t.ara’obate.s, however, had no idea of snbud.ssion, and .stood pi-eparcd 
for her approach. At first, in the general ongagonieuL whioh en.Huoil, tin- 1 mliaua 



ClIAl' I 1 


I'Al'KUlTKm OK HK;MI1!AMIH. 


were l_y al, (.Ik' a])|)(':ii"uic‘f of Uic licLitious olepliantSj and a i,u ,>ii' 

kind ol panic lock place, linli t,hi‘ fci ick wlm-li liad iiuposod upon Khoin waa 
anon diNcovered, and Uic real i'l(‘pliank, advanciiio- l.(i Uie cliari^e, eaiTied eveiy- 
llniej; Ijid'cre Ifc \v'n-t now Ua' Inrn ol' St'aiii’aiiii.H t,o liee Most of her 

aiaiy pei'islu'<l in the fi<'ld, or in atteiaptiny to regain the riclit l)ank of the 
live!' She hers('ll, sovi'rely \\ mmdt'il diiriiny a pernotiiil cneounti r with Stanro- 
idjkIc' Ihm' (‘st'ji|)(‘ wiLn (lilliciilty wilJi t\ iiion^ linndrul ol' lvoo[)‘^, aiul 
into (he intei ioiMV ilh Inniihled pride, dreamed no iiKiia’of crovviiiae lier I'aine 
hy the eonipieoL of Inilia. 

No! \i il hsiandiny ( he eirunnsi.aidiality with which the Indian expedition of Xiiuiiii'i ni 
Seiiiiramli i •, dela.iled, it is iinpo.ssilile In doidit tliat the whole aeeount is liiylily 
coloured and in niaiiy pai'ts not less lietitioii.s tlian her elephaid,s Of th(‘ 
enoianmri army whirl) ahn is uiid (,i> hiis'e eollerted, Kir Walter UaU'ii'h ipiaintly 
and slit'owdlv ohiiervt's, that, an one iilaee on Uie earth eonid hav'e nourished ,so 
vfwt a eoneoinoe of livint>' ei'(‘'d.iire.i, “hail ('very man and liea.sL hnt fed on 
p.rasi’'' Similar exMU'o'i'i'atiou is ap)»Mrent in other ])arts of the naiTative, and 
yrave dmilils ha\e even liecii raisi'd as to the individual existeneo of St'imramis, 
nhoin soiiii' maiidain l,o have heen a creatinn of Assyrian mythology, and 
olhei , loha\e lieea Iheeommoii nameofan As,Syrian dyiia-.ty AsCii'sias, finin 
whom liiodoins 1 loi'i'oweil thi-.•teeoiml., is ■'iiid lo liave exl.raeled it fioin lAasinn 
I'i'eoi'ds, it. ii not, iinpi'oliahh'Iliilt, it-, hiisis of fact has l.tec'n oW'rl:)id with (he 
eiulielli'dimenls whieli nsnall} adorn a I'ersian tide 

Whim India iw nexi, hroun'ht muter notice, the [lortion of it lyiiijr alone; fcln rnii.m 

• I I I • I I I * ' • <' n ' ut 

riMlil/ (w lijhik (>l Mit‘ Itulds |ii>'ur(‘s ns a sairai)}' (a‘ proN mco ol: IIk' foiiun 

I’ersian empii'e. This posilion it n;dnr.dly a.'isnnK‘d wdieii the, A.ssyriitn eiujiire 
r,.i i o(erlhrown hy ('vi'os I,he (Ireiit. 'I'hir, inenr|)orated, it [laid lu'iirly :» third, 
of (he wdiole (riliiili' whii'h l),‘irius le\ ii'd Crom hi.'i tw(‘ai,y satnipies, amt Jiinst, 
therefore, lie presimied to lane lieen the wealthiest mid most popnlons, if not 
the most exiii'ti.slx'i' of tliem iill. In (l)ia fuel, it. in easy lo lind a nmi'C rational 
a’'(‘imn( of tlie eui'io.ity wiiieh Darius Il^vatii-ipes felt in ri'o'ard to the, Iiidius, 
than t.liid, \('hieli i.s .'is-,jo;i)|.d hy I !('roilotna.‘’ ,Aeeoi'diii!»; to him, the Persian 
nmniii'i'h wji i merely di'sironw io know wlierc the river liad i(,s month, and witli 
lihi"i view can,soil some slii[is lo he. fitted out, iuid ^ii-ave Uk- coinmand of them to 
S"ylax. a (Ireek of ('aryiimla, w'ho, after .sailina clown the stream to tlie ocean, 

I,limed weld., iUid .spent, two yciira and a lialf in a tiidiona voyage along f,ho 
eoast Tliat Ihn'iiis, vvlieii he lilted out the I'xpcidition, ('nttmLained tlio thought 

^ ^ ^ Di DiimiiH. 

(d' c'ldiU'ging Ida dominkniH hy new c(mi|ne.sts, i.s contirmcd by the-' atnteinont 
wh'ieh llerodot.ns adds, that iintni'diiiU'ly after fcho voya,p;c wan completed, ho 
made himself ni an ter of the .sea and .suhdiiod tlin Indiana Those terms, how¬ 
ever, !tre HO eeiiei’al, that no delinitc liniitM can ho assigned io the nesw territory 
thuH .sulijected to Persian rnlo. 

mtdufdfa/tA/wv/«/l/ir IKw'W, |<. 1®. ^ WfowWws, h iv, o. 4t 
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Hifclierto ,)nly a r^uoceasion of ambitions lunnarchs !um a.|MK'arc.l on Mh. soono, 
and India has lieeome tl,e prey successively of devastating anunv; iron, Mgypf, 

Assyria and Persia. An intemmrse ..F a numo peacelVd and pleasing di^senptu.u 
wJ in the meantime cairied on botli hy lan.d a,nd. sea,, and an. a.etive l:.ra,d<. ha,<l 
been established, fiy wdiich the East /lud West cxclcnigcd their peenliar pn.duel:;; 
against eaelv other, to the groat ad vmita.ge of both.^ 'I’lds trade was eliieily in 
the hands of the P!.aenici!ms, whose eapitid, Tyro, situated on the shores of l lie 
Levant Imd in cmrserinenee risen to be one of the rieliost, mightiest, a.nd most, 
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splendid cities in tlie world.' This unexampled pro.sptirity Imd eiigenderod ma.n^’ 
'h'™. vices, a.ml tlm day of retrilrution, which pro|>h(.'-ts lia,d heen l>ivim'l>' com 
missioned to denonnce, was last aiiproachivig. 'While Aioxa.mler (be (.Irea.li was 

^ Tjn’e hail Uft ovigiual aUij ou U\c maiuUmtl, aiu.l Imu's, piotocU'dl hy a cil.i;uiv of roc.ky ioloti'. iviul ihsl' 

stvtliulieil nloiiif tlie {Syrian coast, troin blio Jiioubh of walls ov brcakwators from tlio Muvi'ivi of iho Muili' 

tlioLeoiitcs totlie Iioadlaiulof Bas-ol-Ajn,a«.li«feanc-o ton-anoau ami tlio variuioi la'ovailjii;*; wiml;;. Tim 

ivoiiiiKivtUtosoutluifiilioutseveiiuuloa. ImmoUiatoly mtrkli luivbnuv, luarlml A, \v:ia Uiu luiU.ov itml imoo 

cijfpo.'iito to fchocoiitro of tha town, aiul separated from froipiontctl of t)u> twuj hiil; him I’oiuiiiori-n of Tyro 

it by a strait about 1200 yards or two-tliinls of ttinile must have r(i({ui red ilio umo of Iiiitb, itnil. aiKlil-loiiul 

wide, was t\n idivvul uearlytlu’co miles in vircuit. Ib faciUtieR wovet^ivou byaeiuiid ff if, wlnclbiMlivldidhi'il 

.ig move tliaii probable, bliat- wliile tlio city on the a uavijjablo oomuunueali,oii Irntwceu f boiij. A Km.iji 

mainland was standing, the island also was partly dcirliayinff aosUip.s, rriiiy|;iiavi‘S(snia(i cuinolbut lltppo 

bnilb i\}jou; Vmb it ues'ov becamo th« proyicr site of .wasuo posaildo way of titkini''a nil y Idnis Lihuituil, ov > 
tbc city, wiiicli, In cont.nuli.s'tinctimi to Old, wna ccpbhy nmklnga puibway iU!n'sir(Ji({.'ihraik Uu bolii 

called Kew'Tyre, till tlie udialiitauta, obliged to floo sUoroH tUo wafccv was Hlialiuw; aud vu-av llut v.tndnt, 

betbvo tlio cpimtloss hosts of ABRyvian coiupiovovs, whore it. was duopost, it did noli oxiHiod t) falbmu i. 

found the necessity i;f placing tho sea botweun them With fclie immonKcfoivn at liiu eiiiiimaml, tburn uoubl 

and their enondes. They accordingly abandoned be no want, of hdiniiroivt, wldUi (Jio matoriidu unvsTi- 
thei inainliind aiid look up their abode bn tbo ialaml,^ nary wero within oi»sy yoafh. Tim foriiiidnhb* 
which, under the fostering influence of coihmorco, obafcftolo to aueuc'es was in (ho ijiniiiiM of 
soon rose to bo oiio.bf the fxnost and wealthiest cities whieli the iuluilutautH pufisat^Hud* and, Inv^l 'I’wn Idipn 
in the world; Such was the Tyro to which Aleman- . m fovtuiuUo m Byranurto, in haying (iVr Aviifdfinidib:!^ 
dfiv hud mogo^ :Nearly in the directiori of a Alerandor dnuBt bavo faiioil. T|uj niVuml of AhL'i,' 

: ■ : ; ; : draynpdue horfcli tlu’ough the lettpivB,. was tho.sfa^^^ . aoderi o*ioecoiu|ilct<n.l, forivmda vuudbUiTtb'whhdr 

Oil the poi'tivawl sontli Bidea . waves of tho Roa arid tliiv uiindH 
, of the; ialaud, are two ourveai which formad bar- - conaUnt iiccrotibna, and. limicb, in (nihfeo bfWm 
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niiilviii” lii-i lii.sL cainpiiitjiiH ii'^aiinL du' I’t'isiiuis, Uic iiiliiiMLaiiLs o 1 ' Tyre Iiiid 
(akeu paii, Uu' lalljiT, anil )iy Llicir maril-inu'mi|ieri(ii'iLy, IcepL Lhe eoasl ol’ 
M.ii'eilniiiii and in per|)(diial alaiiii Alevanilev, iiieeimed, turned liaek 

iVom Ids reisiaii cniHuiests, and al'ler Mihilidni; aeva'ial nl' the adjninin^r eities, 
laid sie,y<‘ l/O d'yie To a mind (■a])jilile nl' Immii;; i'e|i(‘lled hy ordinary olrstaelea, 
till'dillii'iilty of the task would have Ihh'ii a .sullieieiit dissuasive ironi att(!iii[)L- 
iiio it 'I’d liiui it was nuly an additinniil iiieeutivo, heeanse, if he Hiieeeeded, 
hi i laiiie would he the orealer It also a|i[>eais iVoiii a sjieecli wliieli Auian 
pills into IiIh iiiniitli,' lliat he was aetuatcd as miieli hy ])oliey as hy reveiii^re 
While llie 'I'yi-l.ins remained iude 
pendent and nwinliuned a Unsl.iie 
altitude, he eouM not veutiiri' 
with sal'ety to ]iri)siieiil/t‘ the aiu- 
hitious Hehenu's wliieli In' had 
heeyia ill the Wast, and was alan 
eiiiiteniplatiiio Hope¬ 

less, tlierel'orit as It iiiiolit have 
neeiiied for a land army to at- 
hmipt I'he eapturcMira ,ereat inari 
time eil/y uta'oiioly (ortiliisl hy art, 
and ri'iidered .still .stroneer liy its 
iiai/iiral islaiiii, iuid 

the possession of a iiowerl'ul llcsdi 
eouiinandiny all Ihi' u]i]iroiielu“H In 
it, he at oiiei' eininilelleed opi'ra 
(ions hy eniisituetiiie a iiioimd, 
whirh, alierthe ,greatest diliietilties 
had heeii surmount,ed, ennneeU'd 
ihe Island wdili the uiiiiuiiuid, and 
formed a luj^lnvay tor the passuf^e 
of Ids troops The result was that, 
in uhniit seven mouth,s, Tyre lay in 
laiiii.s Jt lulelit have risen from timm iijraiu, for the lucrative trade whieh it loiiof^no 
mniuipoli/sed would hoou havi' made wealth to ilnw iu upon, ib, and furnished the 
means of repairiuj.- its disaster. Tli.‘ fatal blow which cxtinguinhe'^i it« greatoevs 
was not .Htniek till Alexander, aJ'Us- a faicwsful cuiapaig'n in Kgypt, hild the 
f imulatiou of AU'xnudriit Thu »itc was h) happily chosen that the new city soon 
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(lusii j"' niilsm* Ui hoUovo Ilinli tlio inland had at owo 
iimij a IttiyW' tnUwl. than ii'U'" aj))ii»v8. foot, tlio 
umimimliiiKiut «f tiw m ia ostahUshiid hy ««> ar 
iiDimuKio Ilf wtdlii, wMdi aw) now eovwod hy ft oon- 

Vhu,. 1. 


Midamhla devth of walu', hn' «« aiildiriaid to have 
hpon orij^hiftlty hftllt on thr ivcjitarii alioio. 

Ot tha ptoUftlib oouditUiii oE Tyro it. in uniiBoessny 
to Bftyiftoro tliau tliftt it in littla hofctlu’ thati ailahuifi 
village, omiiiwsad e£ wwtohud hovols liiiddlodtofiothar 
in narrow, oraokad, and filthy strbots. 

‘ Arrian’s xlwfttwM Afwiifidri, h. ii, 1 o 
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became the central einj)oriiun ol'the Eawt and the We.st The trade (d tin' Avnrld 
was thus diverted into a now chaiiuel, and rh(XJiri(3iiUL prosperity, onee lalleii, could 
not bo revived The dowuiUll of Tyre, has been dwelt ujam lievii, both heciuise il, 
was indirectly the ineaiLS ot j;jrea,tly extondinj,;' the intercoui'Hi' with India, and 
because to it prolsahly is tr) he, ascribed the <letei'inination whi(‘li ,Al('\andei 
now expressed to persevere in his liaatcru conquests. While he was enqayed in 
the .siege of Tyre, Darias, humbled hy hi.s provioas deli'ats, ina,di! him the olfer 
of a most advautageoas peace, hut he haughtily s])urned all ideas ol conipronii.si', 
and plainly told him that hi.s only alternative was uiiquidillcd submission, or 
a deci.sioii by the sword. The war thus re,sumC(l, so long as il, was eonliued 
within the limits of Per.sia,, is foi’clgii to onr .subject, hut tiu' cour.sc which il, 
suh.secjuently took hriugn us at once to the most iuLcrc.stiug jicrioil in tin' 
history of ancient India. 

After the battle of Arhela, which was fongld Tit' .‘hdl, and dcc.idcd th<' late 
of the Persian empire, Dariu.s continued hi.s lliglit eastwards into lia.cti'ia, thrcan.’ii 
a pass in the Elbtnz Mountains, known to the (Irccks by the nanu' of the t!a,'; 
plan Gates, Aloxamhu', following in pursuit, was inl'ornu'd that llcs.sus, tlm 
satrap of Baotria, had not only thrown off all allegiance to the I’ci'siau iiioiiarch, 
bat harl made liini hk prisoner. With mingled feeling,s of coinpa,.s.sio)i for the 
fallen monarch, and iiulignation at tlio eonduet of 1,lni Ha,l,i'ii]), he (piielvcned his 
pace, and was flattering' himself with the hope of a .speedy (!ap(,ure, wlieii he 
learned that Be.ssu.s, to increase his speed, and, at the same l,iim>, remove a greel, 
obstacle to his ambition, had diseneumherod him.sclf of his royal masb'i', and, left 
him on the.road, dying of wounds which Ik! had treaehei'misly inllieted. Wlieii 
jilexander reached the spot, Darius was hreathiiig liLs last. 

Determined to pimish the atrocity, Aloxaridcr lost no time in ('oidamiing l,lu' 
pursuit of the perpetrator. A thorough knowledge of tins cmmlry gav(' lies'm,'' 
great advantage,?, and these ho improved to the ntmo.st, hy luirniug and 
devastating, so as to interpose a desert hctwe('n him and Ids pui'snev, l''orl,imo 
seemed to favom- his escape, when Alexander was ohligcil, hy a. revoK,, (,o retrace 
his steps. Dnrmg the winter of isc. 380, Bessus wms, in eoirsccpienee, h'l't, in 
uudistmbed jio.ssession of the usurped title, of King of Persia. I n the followinv 
.spring, however, the pursuit was resumed, and the criminal having been 
deli^'eivd up hy his own associates, paid the forfeit of Ids crimes hy a harharous 
mutilation and an excrneiriting death. 

In avenging the death of Dai-ius, Alexander laid fulvaneed far l,o the easl,, and 
sseii a new world open before him. For a time, liowever. .sensiaditv' seemed to 
have gained the mastery over him, and many months wire wasl.ed in Haeli'ia, in 
<liunkeu and licentious revelling,?. Amhi(,ion did not re-assaine its aseraulc'Ue.v 
till I! c. 327, when he reached the hanks of the liuhis, and ]irepa.reil to ero.ss i(, 
with an army consistmg of 120,000 foot and 15,000 horse. Aland. 70,000 of tfu'Se 
-wore Asiatics. The point at which ho first roachod the Indus has hcc.ii made a 
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; lint iL in a<liui(,l,(‘(l on all liaiuLs Uuil. lit' crossed it, in Llie noidli of the w 

Pwojalt, \vl>eve Uu', town of AlUa-k now Hkimls, Here a hriiloe of boais bad 
licoii const,nicta'd by I l<‘[)liio,st,ioii and I’crdireas, who bad boHsi si'iil, forward with 
a, division of the army for that pnvpoyt'. When Alexandov jurivod, the south- 
west mouwooii had set in, and tlie river was frreatly .swollen Iiy the rains Jtad 
the paSisay^j been (ip))o,s('d, it could .scarcely have been foi'ccd; Inifc Taxile.s, the 
cliief vvdiose icTrifcoi’lc.s lay on tlio eastern bank, had hastened Lt) give in lii.s ,suh- 
mission, and thns, instead of an enemy, proved a valuaVdc aiixiliaiy. In I'axila, 

Ids capital, desci-ibi'd as a [)oprd(ai.s and wealtliy city, uucijuallud by any .situated, 
like itself, h('tW(‘en th(“ lmlii.s .aiul its neare.st tributary, the llydaspes or Jaihitn, 
Alexandi'i' and his army were ho.sjntahly entertained. lu return for tliiiS 
ho.spilality, d'nxik's received a,n arbitrary grant of as much adjoining territory 
!i.s he cho.so ti) ask. 

If Ab'xaiider expcctial that all the Indian priuce.s would prove ii.s [ai.sillaiU' 
mmis as d'axiles, he was soon undeceived Ihnais, a native ruler, who.so ieiM'i- 


torios lioundod tho.so of 
demand for trihuti' -with 
army ou the left hank of 
the river, Alexander found 
ra)»id, and iiiimediately saw 
passage e()idd nub ho eireet(id 
boats, d'he m'ighhonrhotal 
materials, ho causcsl the 



Ta.xiles ou the east, met a 
ckdlaiice, and lay with Ids 
the llydas})c.s Ou reaching 
it rnuning broad, dts']), and 
that oven an undisputod 
without a great mnid)e‘r nf 
not furidshiug the imee.ssary 
hoata wliich ho had used 
ou the liidii.s to lie taken to ]iiecos, uinl trausportod overland. The 
mon' .S(’rionH ob.stacle .still remained, korus kept stidet watch on tlie liank, 
His army appears to ha.ve been greatly ontmnuhe.red by that of Alexander, 
foi‘ the m;dn body eon.si.sted of only ;)(),()00 infantry, with an inconsiderable 
body of caasdry, 200 elci)land,.s, a,nd 1500 chariots; hut placed as he wa.s, 
immhers counted as nothing against him, since he ecmld easily, with a mere 
handful of troops, ovenuateli any mmila'r, provided the attempt to force a 
pa.M.sagv were made opisdy. Alexamler was too Hkillid a tactieian lad to por- 
eisv'c this a,t a, siiigde glance, and had, acx'ordlngly, from the very In-,st, deter mi nod 
to truid, h'SM to ope.n force than to stratag-mn. My a series of niovemonis and 
countermovements, lu' distracted the attention of the enemy'-, and kept hun in a 
state of uncertainty as to the point -where the attonipt at CTo.s,sing -^vas likelyr to 
he, made. Next, by .selecting a nnmhi'v of stations along the bank, and making 
false alarms <luring the. night, luMvhhged the troops of VorUH to ha always in 
motion, till nature itself was completely exlmti.stcd hy want of repose. Lastly, by 
m'dering provi,sk>ms to he bronglit in from all (piartens. he eiicoumged the belief 
tha,t he had ahmidoned the idea of croasing until the swollen waters had suh- 
sidyd. Under this irapres.siou, the vigilajrco of Poritw relaxed, Meanwhile, hr 

' HUvot tQtiriUlmci)inifv of Shiaeuin, 


ifliu 
oi iUe 
Ilyd.ifljun? 


Alovautha's 

BUvtt,'Lf;<anM. 



28 


rriMTORY OK INDIA. 


I Hook I 


II ur tlu', coniNO ol’ rcrmiuoiliiu^, Aluxii/iidor liail iliHiioVt'n'il a siMil wlnnk' ilu' rliamu'l 
- ' was gvi''U,ly confcnu'UMl hy au tHlaiul. 1(, was a way U|i (,lic sD-caiii, and. In 

,Uu\iHidui!i hill sns[ii('i(m, inmo nfliis (.viiopa wnfo alliiwcd Lo he .snnn iicar it, (d'alniiis was 
,sl,aLioiu‘(l('()U,sidnra!ily bnlow, w'illi tlic itiain bodynrUir aiany, and I'ui'iis, lliink 
liin tliaL Llu'i'i' till'^I’c'aLi'slj daiin(*r lay, was ('Mcaiii|H'd ()[)|)ositi' l,o liiiii Ali'xaii 
(lev, scln(iUT\a' a lindy of aluiw'ii troops, amoniitiiiiLf to aliont IIOOO man, (|nillcd (In' 
liank.s of tlia 1‘ivi'r auil lUiU'clu'd laudr into the interior, as i( lie iiad lii'eii nailed 
away by soiiu“ suddoii cniero'eiiey Wlu'O out ol .siujlit lii' lieiii. i>;radiiall^^ nmnd, 
and ill tlie eoiir.se of the ni^bt arrivi'il on tbe bank ojiposite ibe island I he 
boats of the liulns wore hastily launched, aivl lie wars stei’i'iii;'; lii’i way a.iuouy 
the, fovenwist to the, opposite bank, when (ho enemy s .sentinels diseovereil liiin 
mill p’live, till' iilai'iu Ikirns lirst si'nt lorw'ard oneol his soii.s with ii Miiall hody, 
hut tliosij heiiio-S|ie(sdlly roiitod, lie hiiiHelf, leaviiit,- only a few Iroops lo waleli 
the, motionH of (Jniterus, hastened to the I'Ueounter 11, w'lW too (ale Alevau 
dor, with a liireo portion of his detaelim‘iit, liail elli'eteil a landing, and s(ood on 
tlio hank aanoiip' innrshes, into wliieli llie I'lephiiiits, i;o wliieli I’oriis iiiiilidy 
trusted, could not eeiiture He therefore withdrew to iJie nearest .spot of isilid 
ground, and civliuly waited Alexander’s ajipruaeh. As this is the lirsi, hallh' 
luild ill which the ,soldier,s of I'airoiie were arrayed iie-aiiist l.luise of India a 
deep intoresi, naturally a.ttaehe.s to all its urrangenieids, and will .juMlify a I’liller 
detail than inioht luive, hemi neee.ssiiry under dill'erent cirenmstaiiees 
ii.ittiiwiium Pin'us stationed his ek'pliants in front, ndl.h an in(,erviil of 100 feel, hetweeii 

iini.wiim of 'piio infantry weri' plaei'd in a sceoiul line heliiiid lilu' elepliiiniM, 

and ill such a way as to lill iiji the. iiitervid.s 'I'lie two wdiiii.s eoiisisted ol’ 
cavalry, and of the. chariots ranged on eitlu'r .side heyond them .Alexander 
oomnicnoeil the battle liy attaeking the enemy’s lefi, wing with bis eavalry and 
uiomvtetl ardior.H. lie had autieijiated that (,his atlaek woulil eoiupel (he 
enemy’s right whig' to move forward in support of its left, and had ordered that, 
ill tliat ease, a detachmout of his cavahy under Clioiuis should movi' round to the 
roar, and thus pla>ce the enemy’.s cavalry, as it w'ere, hetweeii (,wo (ires. 'I’lie 
result was as he liad fomsemi; and the enemy’s ein’ulry wa.s olilig-cd, in ordei' In 
irioet the doiihlo attack, to face idimit and form two fronts, i’alciug iidvanlu.ge 
of tlip partial eonfii.sioii thus produced, Alevauder hroiigiit nji his pludanx i.o I, he 
charge, and the cuenvy's whig.s, totally unable to sustain it, sought .shelter Ip 
ru.sliing into the liitervaLs between the elephants. Hy these pinverhd lunuuds 
the fortune of the day seemed for a short time to ho retrieved, as tliey pressed 
forward and trnmplod down overything that ojiposed. The, ii(!vanl,ag'e, liowecer, 
was only momoutary, The Macedonians, nuder thoniiigli discipline, opinted 
their ranks, and then, the olepliants pas,sod. atiaeked them on fiaiilc and rear, 

shooting down bhoir guide,s, and inflicting wounds wliieli, witlimit heing mortal, 
so galled them tha,t they became utterly umna.nageabJe, Tims hurried hack 
a,mcmg the Indian rauks, tluy ]wcducod irremodial ile eonfnsion, A t this erii,ieid 
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niiiiiii'iil, (.'r.ii (‘I IIS, who lintl .sni-civtiisl in cins-.iiLii Mie livin', ui.nlc liis )ii»|)('arjnii‘<' 
llis liiKips wi'i (‘ |H'il('i'll) It'nsli, while the Indi.uis, evliimsbisl tiy liil.ii^iie, hinl^en 
in spiril, timl (.hinneil in niiinheis, had lost all ]in\vei'(i|’ re.sisbanee A di'eadihl 
slaiiLihler ensued, and I’nuis na\v his (ii)n|is ('.dline h_> (lanisands 1 le nbill, linw- 
evei' ke|)( Ihe held Dni nn; bhu whnle day lie had inninleil in the LhirkesL of 
lihe liehi, and peiruinied jiiodieies uf valour Ilia slatnre, wliieli was alinosL 
ij;ii,',anl ie, and I lie eleplianb on which lie w.is nuiiinled, made him a cDiispieuiins 
ohjenb for l,lu' Macedonian iii'chei'H; and he nuisl, have fallen eaily hud he nol. 
worn a coat, of mail w Inch no arrow eonid pierce 'I'lii'rij.',hl. .shonidei' wa,s iJie 
only pari, ('\p(ised, and in it, he w'lis seveiely wounded, llis ilelerminidion 
seemed Lo he l,o peri.sli on iJu' .spol,, Corin' was lefl, almosb aloiu' hefor'c' his alien- 
ilanls could induce him to miiiele with llu' riieibives. AhonI, 12,000 of lu.s 
troops were ,slain, and 1)000 taken prisoners 'I'lie Macedonian loss was tritlinjr, 
amonutino', ai, tiie nt,most, aeeordine' lo Diodoni.s, (o 700 lul'antry and. 2d0 cavaliy. 
Aeeordine to Arrian, the ins,s of infantry was oidy v'ightv'. 

Alexander, striiek with aduiiraiion of the valour which I’orn.s had displayed, 
was aiivions to ,sa,V(' his lile, and sent 'I'axilcH after him to ('jideavmnr to iii(lu(*e 
him to .suru'iidor O’Ik' choice was iinfortunate, lor tlie two native ehlidH laid 
Innji hi'en at di'adly fend, and I’orus, wlu'u ov'ertakeii, was so ("casjierated at the 
.sitilili nf his ohl eiK'my, whom he prohahly also retianled ns a Triiiiu cim.se of the 
wreal, diwustei' whieli had .just heftdlen liim, that lie aimed a hluw wliieh d’ax'ileM 
nari'owly e.seapi'd, A soeoiid .summons, hy a mure indnc'iil.ial me,'weueer, sue- 
eeeded, and I’oru.s, lindino' escape im]i(issihle, yielded liiui.self a prisoner 

In the midst nf Ids miHiiirtunes, I’unis displayed a inanlirie.ss and dic'nity 
wdiieli iii'nved him worthy of a, iK'tti'r Fate. In nne day ho had In.st liin kiii^nlnm, 
and i-ii'en three of Ids .sons fall in hattli', Imt he dtsdained to assimu! the altitude 
of a hiippliiiut, ami, when Ali'sander, ridiiic up at tlie head of his oHu'ets, asked 
how he wished to he trealed, Himply anmvered, ” Royally ” “That,” rejoined 

Alesamk'r, “ I shall do for my own .sake, Imt what am I lo do lor your,si” ‘‘ Uo 
Just as I have said,” was Ihe reply. Sound policy eoiiiliined with Alexatidt'r’.s 
natural niaemuiimity in luakiiu,’' him deslroim to .si'ciiri' the lrlend.sln[i of suc'li a 
man lie iLornrdinoIy heaped favum'.s upon him, not only restorino’ Jiis formiir 
territories, hot eidarcinc' thmu by many new annoxatioii.s, I’orits was not 
micratefnl, and eontimied faiilil'nl to Ida Maei'ikmian masfcera. 

In eommomoratUirv of bis victory, Alexander (>ivoted a city on the spot, and 
c'ave it tho name, of Niema, Another city, which he ereuted on the .site of 
hia tmeampnu'ut ou the rij^d, bank of tho Uydaapes, he eallud Bncephala, in 
honour of his hor.Ho Bue<']ihalna, whie.li, sifter carrying him througli sill Ids eiun- 
paigns, luul ri'ceutty died of old fi,g(*. or in battle. Neither of these cities has 
Hinoo been ideutitind. After reposing lor a time in the <londniou.y of Poto,% he 
again sei, oni, and proecc'clod north-ea.st into tho torx'ltory of tho (ilausat -wliidl 
in reprcfjt'ntwl as densely peopled au<l covered with dtios. many of them with 
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[icj-'r irtorii Lliiui 10,000 inliaiuOnitM, Tlio U’l'foi' of liis name had jii’i'ciHk'd liiiii, and 
Uie l'Iiu'I'h biisU'uod lo mal<o tlu'ir Mtlnuisslon If would acn'iii dial, Ik'Ioi'o i(uil, 
dug' Llio l-|ydas])u.s, Ills thong')its had hcnn hirm'i) lionu'waidn; lor on linding 
fciuilKH' vvc‘11 littnd for tlio pur|ioso, lu‘ iMic-.i‘d iuiini'n.sc (|naulhu',s to lio <‘ul down 
and oniploj'od in liuilding vnwol.s, with 'wliicli lie proposod, at a lator potiod, In 
dnscriid tlin ludnn. JVLoanwliilo Ins {ind)ilion iii'oisl liini ror«nud,and lioaiiiN'i'd 
at tlio lianlCiS of tlin Afo.sini'.s or ('lionanh. O’liongli ninih liroador and nioi'o 
iiio No^iiici tluui tlie ILydaMp(',s, tlirri' was no ciK'niy to dispnU' tlio [lassago, and 

■ it was ri'o.ssod with ooniparatir o oaso li .sc'onis, innvovor, lliat thongli no onoiny 

appnarod, tlio oonntry was in po.ssossion of ono who.so nanin, sonunvliat slianno 
to say, was also Poru.s lie was not only nol, rclail,('d l.o the I’orns ol' whoni llu' 
above acrouut has hoon given, lint was at open enmity with him, and, probably 
under the inllnonee of this enmity, had, previously to the liati.le of like 1 ly ilaspes, 
sent in his Mihmi.ssion to vVlexander. It appears, Imwevei', that (he fa\'onr inlo 
which tlio other I’oniK li.id been received laid oll’ended oi alarmed him; and 
tlierefore, on th(» new.s of Alexander'.s appi'oaeh, in,stead of wailhig eitluT to 
welcome him as a. iVieud or opjiose him as an enemy, he suddenly disappeared, 
eiirryliig almost all the youth of the eoniitry lit for ai'ins along' wi(h him. Alev 
audor, (ilfonded, endeavoured to ovm-take him; and in the eour.si' ol' the pursuil. 
arrived at another of the I’uujah riv'ers, called the llydraote.s or IhaviH'. Ilefori' 
eroasing it, he heatowod the ierritorie.s of the fugitive Forius on hia more deserving 
name,sake. The, passage, vvliieli, aecordiiig to Reiinel,' took place near Lalmi'i', lie 
appears to liave effected without ditliculty; hut in the eoiiiif,ry heyoml, he limnd a 
forniidahle cmnhinatiou formed to resist him. Three native states, nf whieli thal 
of the Malli was the most [>oworfiil, had united their I'oj-eirs against the invader 
In the, campaign vviueh followed, Alex.ander was drawn llir to the south, where a 
strong city, which horn the namo ol'ida,ug'ala or Sag'ala was situated, ,suiiie\vliere 
betwexai L'almre and Mooltan. Both froiii the description and the naine of flu* 
iuhahitants, it is ooiijecturnd to have heeii noarer the latter. Ilesistanee in the 
open field soon proved hoyicless; and the eon!’edorates, as a last rei'tige, shut (iiein 
.selves up in yaiigala, wliieh occuyued a coiiumuidiiig yiositiou, and was olliei'Wi.se 
as .strong as Indian art could make it. Alexander eommeneed the siegi', and 
carried it on with ,so nmcli vigour that the place suun fell into his Imnds, 'I'he 
resistance had exa.syiorated him; and i'oi’getting the, magnaiiinuty which he Imd 
di.S}jla,yed iji the case of Porns, lie disgraced hlinsdf by a hori’ihJe massacre, in 
which neither ago noi' ,sex was spared. 

mivu at From tliis a,troeity Alexander tnrnod to make new eomyne.st.s, and reneht'd 
aia the hanks of the Hyyiha.si.s or Bea.s. Uorc ho was met by tui ohstaele more for¬ 

midable than any he had yet encomdovod. His ICnropeaii troop,s, worn out with 
long soCTice, had heoomo impatient; and, when he formally intimateii his inten¬ 
tion to cross the river, broke out into loud mnnmnu In vain Im haningued 

' Koimel, -Vonoft' <if a Ma)> of 
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(lii'iii, mill |)i)inl,('(l Lii llic country hcyond wlicro new victories mul rich spoils 
iiwiiilcil tlu'in. 'I'lii'ir lu'iuis were net on lioine, and they plainly dci'hii-ed their 
ih'licriniuiiliion not l,o ))ri>eetsl. Kven t'lenus, one ol‘ the '^-I'lierals who stood 
highest in his (avonr, espoused the cause oC the soldiers, and lU'livered n .speech 
which, il le.ss rhetoricid than thid. ol his niasli'r, made a deepin’iniprisssion, and 
was received with aeelmnations. Kor :\, time Alexander was inimovi'alih', and 
declared that, (wen il'hi.s own cimntrymeu .should ahaudon him, ho would place 
hiin.scll'at till’ head ol' hts A.siatic snhjects, 'rhis, howi'vor, was nnn’c bravado; 
and on Ihnlinp; that lu.s (h’ceks W'ere not to l»e worivod upon, either hy threivts 
or promises, ho aimonnced hi.s intention to riiturii. 

Lati’ in till' autumn nt ()<.'. 3:^7, he had retraeod his ,st(']i.s to the Hynhujios, 
and found t/he lleet whloli he liad ordereil to lii* construetod, in readiness to carry 
him down thi'stroain. 'I'liii voyage itsell'wa,s not I'reo from dane’er; !mt tho 
,ii'rea.t('st risk which Aleximdiir ran, was durni<r oui'of tho freipiciitdi',scents which 
lui madi' on land For the inn'po.se oF sulijiigatinp,' thi'adjoiniiio’ territories. While 
Htormin,n' oiu' oF the cities oF the Mulli, ho Fmmd liiniselF almost alono on the 
r.miparli, lie eonld easily have, saved himselF hy a retrof>i’adt) movement, lait 
disdainine; to have il, said that he liad turiu'd his hack, he lea.^icd inside, and 
was Foi-a lime e\|iosed to the whole Fury oF the deFeiidcr.s, Having gained a 
Iri'e and placed his hack against it, lie nuule ahno.st snperhumnii ('xertions, and 
ke|)t his oppmieiits a,t, hay till an arrow pioreed deep into his .shoulder, and he 
Fell down in a .swoon. Another moment and hi.s death was iucvitahlo; hut the 
l.iiue gained hy his defeuee hiul been gallantly redeemed hy his troop.s, and seve¬ 
ral oF his ollicers rnsliiiig’ in, placed their shields armnul him, Tho w'^ouiul, at 
lirst deemed inortid, spread g’rieFa.nd c()nsterna,tioii among hi.s folknver.s; hut the 
vigour oF his constitution and t.he skill of liis physicians jirevalled, and he was 
alile ere long to make his appearanei' amid, general rejoicings, 

In proei'eding' down thi’river, Alexa,n(li!r lormed his armymuto three divi¬ 
sions, (.wo oF whieli mare.lmd along the ojuiosik' hank, while, the third, under his 
own eonunaud, kept I,he stream He a,l'terwards despatclied (.;Va,terus witli a 
third oi' tin' army hy an iuland route aei'oss Araehosia and Drangiana tn 
(tirmiuiia or Iverman, and proceeded with the I’emaiuder down the huhi.s. On 
arrival at l’a,tta,hi, evidently the modern Ta.tta, situated ueai' the a.pe,x oF the, 
deUii, he reinaiiu'd For some time; and, on departing, .seirt a body oF troops to 
explore the adjoining emnitry, and aFterwards join him at a Hxi'd pJaeo of 
rendezvous, He seh'cted the we,st hraueh oF (he river for the roiuaiiider of his 
voyage, during which his want of pilnLs and, ignorance of iiavigtition exposed 
him to serious danger, d'iiis was not dimlnislied hut rather increased on roaoli- 
ing the estuary. Aenuainted only with tlic msl.gnifieant tiili's of the Mediber- 
wmeaii, what was hi.s astmiiMlimont and that of lustiveeks when they beheld the 
maguilicent tide oF the Indian Oeemi nishing in, and, in ootiseiluimtie of the 
snddc'u contraction of the, t)}yi>o,sil.te shovhs, moving ra^iidly along in one voltune 
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()]' wiiLor vSovoral tcuL 'J'liis siui>'ul:ii jtlu'iLonu'iKm, now woll Liio\\n (o 

luiu'iuui'.s by Uie iiiinii' ol fclu‘ Z» 0 )v, and (‘oiiituoii Lo IJii' liidLn willi iiiiniy oMioi 
livoi'H n'unihirly MiluaU'il, ])i'odu(‘(‘d not only wondor imt (oiroi, bocaiioo i( aciMuod 
to ])ovtend tho lU'Htruotion ol' tlio wholo Hoot In poinl. ol lad, roii'iidorjdlio 
damage was sustained Ixdbi'c the in'cisssary |ll•('(•;\nl.ions nonld bo lakon 

irforo Al(‘Xand('l'M inai'itinio advt'nliiro.s i‘nd('i) 'I'lio btllo bo lind soini ol lln‘ 

sea ba,il pi'obiibly let'L him no dosiio to boeoino bollor iioqiiainloil wilb ils 
danyov.s These lie loll Noai-olnis to omanintoi-, by yiviiyn' him the ooininand ol' 
the fleet, witli iiiJuueLions to skirt and (‘xploro (lu‘slioi'o (roin the Indus west 
ward ll(! luinsuir, with the ma.in body ol tin* iu'iny, i.ooh loiivo ol India loi 
ever by au 'inliuid route, \vhi-‘h, though he was not aware ol the lad, \mis (ho 
more perilous oC the two, as it led through the heart ol a sandy iloserl, u’hieh 
wtriitehos, almost without interruption, I'rom the eastern edge' ol the basin ol the 
Inckis iinu.ss the .south ol' the Asintie and the north of (ho Afriean emdinent In 
the Atlantie Ocean 

The Indian expedition of Alexander cannot h<‘ jnsl.ilted on moral ... 

It was dicta,ti'd by a wild and nngovornahle amhition ; and spread nii,sery and 
death airnmg’ thousands and Lons (.)!' thonnands who Inul doin' uothiujj; l,o oll'einl 
liiin, and wore poa,oelidly pursuing their dilTei-ent brnnehes of industry, when 
lie iiiiule his appearaneo among tln'in like a destroying demim. Sneh expinh',, 
once d<Hnncd the only avennes to ramc, are- now judged nion' wisely Still il i, 
iinjio.ssible to deny that eon(preror.s were often in eaily timi's (liniii'er.s of eivi 
llssatioii, commerce following ])caccfiilly along their bloody trai'k, and compen 
.sating for their dcvasta,t.ioii hy tlie liJc.ssings w-liich it dill'uscd Sucli woe. 
certainly the rasnlt of Ihe Indian cx'pi'dition of Alcxaiidi'r; a.nd therefore, 
while reprobating the motives in whioh it originated, ive cannot hut rejoii'e 
that it was BO overruled hy krovidenee as to he [n'lahietive of most imporhint 
atid valuable rcsul ts. 

The conquests of Alexander were ucvi'r eousolidated, a.ud formed old)' a 
nominal Macedonian empire, which fell to piect's on his dea.th, and was parli 
tionod hy hi.s olllcers. d'lie most eastej’ii portion was givi'ii to Mi'leiieus Nieator, 
who e.stahli.shed liimseif in Babylon, and heeamo ilu' founder of the dynasty of 
the Scleuciday which lasted for two centuries and a half In tlu'early (lart of 
his reign, the struggles which he had to maintain with powerful etinqietitor.s 
completely engrossed his attention; hut when, hy tlie overthrow of Antiinmns, 
he felt lirinly .seated on the throne, he appoans to lia.ve become animated wK.li 
an ambition to imitate tlie exploits of j!\JeX!inder, and eai-ry hi.s arms far to l.lie 
Bast. India, indeed, ho naturally reg,ard('d as rornung part of liis U't'ritury, and, 
on hearing that the natives had risen in insurrection, kilh'd Alexander’s pi-el'eci'i. 
and thrown off the Macedonian yoke, ho resolved to treat them as rebel!), 
Accordingly, after having made himself master of llaetria, lu' (‘ro.ssed the Indus, 
and entered the territories of whioh 'raxUes and Porus wovo .still mlurs. Neither 
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orUicin (lihpiil.cd his idiLlniriiy, Mini lie niiiUiiiu'i] hK |ii(»4ir.ss Lill 1\(‘ roafhod 1lu' ij o noj* 
<‘()uiil,iA (il Lhr I’l'n'di, on'cc whom .Sainli.ii-ul.i.iis liad u.sui’iH'd Uio sovcivij^idy, 
alljc'r lie had iiuit'di'i'od Uioir law'lul Kina d'his iisiu'|k‘V, w'^hosa idi'ut/ILy wiLli 
(Jhamli'Jianpta, who llynia's in fJia Kradilioin, and also in a drama (d'Ilia lliiuloo.s, am.i] «ut 
lias hi'im (sliihliNhad, was oT low orioin, and, aacordino- in diislin,' ilia ahial' 
classiaid aullmriify I'or all I,hat is known oridni, owcil his rise (,o a |ir(‘tan(lad zaal 
lor liharly. IHm aonnia'y man, hidii'vino' him, plaaad power in his hands, and 
I ha (irsl. use h(' mada ol'il, was to alialava I,ham. 

Ihiprinaiph'd (hoiioh Sandraaoldais liad piov'ad himsa!]' i,o hi' hy Lha nmila in 
whiah ha alXainad Lha Lhrom', ha .soon ahowad liy hi.s (alaiils LhaL iu' was noL 
iinworLhy of roioniniy anil, hy roro(', I'aar, or pi'rmia.sion, had axiaiidad his 
doudnion.s on avi'ry sidis Lill ha wasahia Lo hrino' inLo Lha liald .an army asLim.adad 
hy hnndi'adi of Llum,sands, Huaji was (ho amnuy wiLh wdmm Sirlaiiaiis was 

ahoiiL Io coma inl.o aollision. VVa aannoL wmndar (.hat Lha pro.spaaL mada him 
pansa, and LhaL, moia' aspaaiallyou laaridno'how niuali hi.s jinssi'iua" was raipiinal “‘'iS'.ioii 
in Lha Wi'sl., wham naw wars W('ra ra.i'ino', ha was p-|jid Lo propose Li'rnis of Hik'.uui 
aaaominodal.ion, iSanilra.aoLLns, aware ol' hisadvanlaoe, made lhamosL of il; and 
all tihah Wi'lanans ohLainad was dOO alaplianis, iu ndiiru I'or which lie ceded all 
his Indian Ien lliiii'ics on hoi,h sides ol’ Llie Indn.s As a. meniis oC aemi'iiLini.; Llu' 

LreaLy, IsandraeoLLus married i.hi' dano'hLer ol'Seliauais. 'I'lie ('a|iiLal ol' (,he king¬ 
dom of Lhe I’riisii, e.alh'd hy elassii'a.l wriLers I'aliliol.lira, and hy Lho Hindoos 
PaLalipnLra, and helievi'd Lo ha.ve sLnnd on or near Llie ,siLo ol’ Lhi' modern PaLna,, 
formed a ijiiadrano'la of \'n.sL exLenL, inalosed hy wooden wadis loop-holed for 
arrow.s,' 

'I'iii' allla,ne(' iK'Lweim Heleueim ami SandraaoLLua w/ia noL di.sLnrhcd; and 
Meo'asLlieiies, who lotio lived aL Palihothra,as a,inhaMMador from Lho former, wroLe 
a woi'k which, iioLwdLh,standing its exaessiva laaiiin<r Lo Lha marvallons, was Lho 
p'raaL .sonraa I'l'oin whiah aaiaimiL alas.siaal w'l'iLars diwivisl juosL of wIiaL Lhay 
knew aonaerniiip^ Lha iuLarlor of India. The parindof Indian liisLory Hiihseipiont 
Lo Lha raion of iSalanaus is vm-y imparfaaLly known. ILaaanLly an unax]H!ata<l 
iio'hL has haau Lhrown upon iL hy Llio di.sauvary of laro;’a (.inantiLias of anins, 
which show LhaL Llie western portion of Lha aonnt.ry aontijuiad siihjaa.L Lo tha 
tri’eak kin,!f.s, who had Llia saa,L of Lhoii' '■■ovarjiirumL in Hactria. L'ansidara,Ido cawkKnits 
proerasM, also, ha.s ha.ainuadc in dcalphariiia;and hiLerpratinff aarLahiinoimimaiLal 
iiasarijiLioiis whiali arc wriLian in an imknowu iilpluiheL, and, Jike Lluj Egyptian 
liiaroglyphiciS, NC'otnod as if Limy hud baan ih'signafl not so mua-h Lo Inform as to 
puxxla po.sLarifcy. 'Pho koylinving at IwigUi Imou foirnd. some vnlnalilc Infom 
luaLion ha,s already ha(?n obtained, ajjd mora ina.y be oxtHicLod; huL as yeb 
the amount i,s Loo saa.nLy (o jiwLify any afctemf)fc at dofcail. All that need ho .said 
here la, LliaL after Heveral of iJio Bnloneiihti, uTttOug whom AntioelniH Lho Groat is 
jisomL eouspianons, and sovorid .KingHoi' JB/uitiiii, whiah iimh hccmie indopendonL 

' .riwtan, nmria Philiiipine, b, xv. o, 4. ■’ Stmio, xv. 3, 
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mulor "i'heoflot.us nhoul, ii.i,'. !2(i0, liiid lit'ld kon Ln a ,c.r('al,(‘r or lovi rxlnil' 

ill liiilia, ii lini'de of HeylldiUis, dritoii liy Llic Huns IVoin flii' slioros ol' Ihi' tl:i\ 
ai Lc'm, nri'lo l,li(‘ir aiiiicavinu'o alinuti a (■(‘iiliny lioldu' tlio Cliiidiaii I'ra, and 
a-aiiii'd. a lirni liioUnLf in tlm lowov li.isin of Uu' iiidin, lUac Uay Idnia'd ulial 
has lu'cii f,lik'd iho iado Hr-yLhic prov iias' ol’Hciiuk, and were ondi'a\oiii iiiy, 
ao'aiiisfc a hold and ol'lon suoiM'safid o|i[i()sitrioii Iroin 1 ho imIivos, lo loi'oo Ihoii' 

way iiiLo (ho I'oi (do hiisio of llio 
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(lanoi's, wlu'M anollu'i' hordo ar 
ri \ od (ri iin I’oi sin al khiI ii i: i(i 
iiinloi' l,lio loadorship of Yu olii, 
who naiuod (hv (,Uom a h-m 
porarv asoondouoy, and ln'oaini' 
Uu' fniindi'v of an liido So^lhiau 
dyiiasLy, A'oouf llio ‘.aiiio l.iino 
a ualivo in’inoo oallod V'ioiauia 
dii,ya, wlio i,s ono of llio i,;i'oal( d 
lioi'oos in Iliudoo ,sl,oi'y, osUdilialiod an oxfonaivt' wivoroiniil.y, which laid (lio 
N’oi'hudda, 1(11' i(s .soid.koni lioundary, and a(, Oojoin, hLs capilal, hold a courl, 
roniiu'kaliJo uoL only for iUs sploudmir, luiL (hr Lho lunuhor of h'ariiod luoii 
vvhoiri tins oiilioh(,(‘uod lihorallty of iho .sovoroiun laid, drawn around him In 
Houl,lull'll India, also, Hcv’oral niiLivo Hovoroin'uUos apjioar Lo have hoon oslaii 
ILsht'd as early as blai (Jhri.stiau ora. Anion;.’' Llio.so Lho iuomI, con'^iiionoiis arc 
J?an(lya, wdiidi oocuiiiod a lart>'c bract in bho aonbh-wo.sL of tlu’ iioniusula, and 
one of who.se kiii;j,',s, oallod 1‘andion, i.s .said hy Hbralio Lo have sonL an inuhnssadur 
bo bho llonian oiuporor An,<>'u.sbnM; and Ohola, vvhio.h, inoludino' Uu' ('.iriialiiV 
oxboiidod ovov a largo portion of tho MUibh-eaMb of bho poniuMila, and roin'licd 
north to tho hanks of tho (kwlavory, 'I'lioy avo now, liowoyor, littlo hoLbor Ilian 
empty iiainoM, as they do not fnrni.sh during tlioir long dundiion any farm ,',o 
well anthouticatod as to outitlc thorn (o a place in history, 

It is noniowdiab romiu'kahlo that bho Iloaiaus, bliono'h blu'V hoasbod of hciiip 
tlu; ruler,s of tho world, never ])oaso,ss(;d an iitoh of torribory in India. ()n several 
occasions during Uioir wans in blio East, they oamo into oollihion with sovoroi’ofi 
whoso dominions reached hoyuml tho Jialus, hut the title of Ihmiau viclorv 
invariahly stopped, as if it had niet an inauperahle harrier, helhrt' it reaelied tlnd, 
C'olelirated stream. It was not ignorance or indifferenee tha.L led (he llomairi 
biius bo eontraefc tho limits of their oastorn frontier, Hn (,Ii(> emitrarv, .several of 
their most popular writer,s had made thoiu well iwipiainted with Urn geogra]ihv 
and the leading pli 3 csieal foatunw of India, wliilo many of its pcsiadiar p'rodnehi 
were exhibited for sale in tlieir luarts, aiul foniul eagi'r [mrelia.ser.s, often a(i 
eiiomou,s prie,e.y. Tliey mnat uftnu liave longed to he ma.Hfcmvs of a i-mintry 

UmorntMeH, KiiiK or .[!iu't.ik(al’c)ul 11,(1. 1HL)WI1S imd iiiuKun to have hooa onool’ Uio nuof iiniM'irol 

coiit«iirorar.yvvjU(Mil:l»-klutoa r., IviiiKof PdHliU, of Uta Uiutvimi klufjo, 
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wliifli iiiiiiisi crod ho j.^u'iLily tx> Uicir luxiiiy and i-oiuCort, and howevn uuicli they 
may liaV(' wi^lK'd i( Di he ilionylil Uial I,hoy coiild lui vo canied ilioii’conqiK'sts 
laillu'i', liad (Jii-y |)rlii'\'i'd (,lud Uioir was aiiylhiiiL; ))(‘y(md Lii icmpL Llioir am- 
I'ilaiin, i(, i, hullli ion! ly oin ions (lialj Iiidia iiovof I'clti t<lu' tovrot'oi’(Jioir jiowar. 
mrroly lua'ansc iiilii)s]iiLal)l(' dosri Ls ami warlike iiidioiis iiiLerjiiisi'd lo [ihuv it 
he^ond Uieir reaeli 

While it is iinpossihle to !j;ive the Romans eredifc I’or luodeval ion in relVainina 
Irom any atLein[)t (,o coiuiiier India, it is pleasing to lind in their eotiduet uii 
illnstralion ol' llu' iinportaid I'aeb, that the ])eaeernl iutereoiiv,so which coitnnerw' 
e.nri('son liel w eeii distaid. nations, hc'sides f'seaping all tlie horror,s whieh war 
ea,rries in its tr.un, .seenres a.ll and mois' than all the advantages Avhieli 
eould hav(' heen hoped IVoiii tin' most ahsointe and least expensive Toi'ni of unn- 
ipK'st In Ronu' and all its di'pendeneies. ilie rieh prodncts of the soil and the 
l<i(aus of India, arrived as snn'lyx as uhumlautly, a,ud lus eheaply as they eoiild 
ha,VO done had th(‘ wliole eountiy IVoin the jlinialaya to (lapo (.Joniorin been 
<)n(' vast Roman provitiee. 

Uefore leaving aneitsd, India, it will not he out of jdaeo to take a survey of 
I he leadiug routes hy wldeh, at this ('arly pieriod, the tralHc lietween the East 
and West was eondiieted, Overland the only praebieahle uadhod of trailic wnw 
hy menus of eaiavaus, whiel>, after i|ni(,ting- the western coniines ol' lucl'ia, pro¬ 
ceeded direetly l,o liaetria tlet‘i> the liust great halt was nunk' at Ilalkh, on tlie 
Hontlierii froidi('iw, and a e'reat emporinm w'aa <-siahIi,slu'd, Eroiu Jlaeti'ia the 
usual lint' of r(aiti' \vi\i toward Rahyloii, which, in like manner, bi'came another 
great emporium lii pui',suing' this line (he .shore,s of the (laspian were nearly 
approaehed, and ad\iud,ng'e was often taken of it bo ,shi]) good.s, whieh were 
earrieil north to a eotneiiient, ,s]K)t, and then eonveyed hy land to the Black Boa, 
hy whii'h not tmly the eouutries a<lj.’nH'nt to the e(uwts eunld he ,su)ipUed, hut an 
eiisy ac'cesii eould he had tin'oug'h the Dardanelles (o the ports of the Mediter- 
nniean Erom Bah} lou the routi'westward led direetly Lo Palinyra, which, in 
eon,sei(ueuee of the ruitrt thu.s estahltshed, overcauie all the disadvantages of its 
.situalioii in tin* heart of a desert, a,lid. heeame the euintal of a, powerful and 
opulent kingdom. Erom Palmyra tlie roast of the Levant wa.s reached without 
much diiilenlLy, and its lurrhours heisnne places of exchange for the three qnar- 
ti'v.s of the g'luhe, liartering tlie H]iices of India and the fraidcincen.so of Arabia 
again,st the peeuliar produets hoth of Europe and Africa, Be.side.s the direct 
overland route now traced, there were liiaiiy lines of dlvergeuco Iroin what may 
he called its main trunk. The.se were chiefly intended to .supply tlie [ilaee.s 
whieh lay n,t a. distance on oither sale of it. and tliius furnished the means of 
transport for r very extensive inhuid trade. 

T’he overlmul route, which, hut for the ciuuol, would luwc lioon, altqgotlie.r 
impraeticahle, was TK'ces.siU'ily slow, to-ilHonie, and expansive, and was thei-efbre 
kw extensively used than tlie marithUG route, e,spGcially after a kirowlodgc of 
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ii(' - ilu' iiioiiKOOin in Uic Indian On'iin liad I'lfiliolil-Ciu'il niivit^iilni’s, cn lu'lorc I Ih> 
noni]iiiss wiiM discovoi'i'd, Lo linincli oiifc into Uic dcc] i and sU'ci' ilii'ir coin sc iII i cci I \ 
ivci-oss iVoiu slioiv U) shore. In Uiis way t.hc outward voya;;c was acc(ini|ilislu'd 
liy Llio ,sont1i-wcsL, and the lioininvard hy the nortli casl monsoon I he ronner, 
Jiiuinii consc;(|ueutly, in the .sinmner, and the latter in the winlcr nionllis I his was 

' avast impi'ovi'numt on tlie eai'lier mode ol naviyid.ion, hiil evi'ii hi'loie it was 

discovered the trade hy sen ohlaiiu'd ci'cat inijinrlanee Menlaoii hasahead\ 
been made of blu' Pluenieiana, wlio. hy inean.s ol‘ it, aer|nlred an oimh nee w hieh 
niadi' the inei'clianls ol'd'yee |irinces, and a power which il. look all Ihe nkill. 
jn'owes.s, and perse viva nee of Ale.xaiider the tlreal, to overthrow' As Ihey conhl 
not connniiuicate directly with India, and ^vere onwilline- to depend Ini' Itan.sport 
on the hjo'yptian.s, who niislitat any time, hy declining to perrorin their paif o| 
ii, have extineuished ihe trade. Ihey, hy force or ne>ydiatioo, made themselves 
inasl.ei'.s of Home ennvi'nii'nt harhours on ibe Arahian coast, near Ihi' eniranee 
of till' Ih'd Sea, and, nsine I,hem a.s entretiols, formed a eonmniiiiealion with 
Tyre hy a land route, of which they had neeured I,he eiilii'e eonirol, 'I'he 
di.stanee was still .so e-nsit as to he very inoonvenient, and hence new I'aeililieM 
for the trade were, ohUdued when the I’luimieiaiw look ]ioHsension of llhiuo 
colura, the lu'arest port in tlm Mediterranean to I,lie Ked Sea, It is tint' I hid. 
liefnro the {.I'ood.s could ri'aeh 'I'yre a donhie ri'-sliipmenl. thun heeaiue neces 
n.mtiMO'.i nary; hut the (rnulni.shcd laud earriaee more than eoni|)ensated for I,Ills dis 
riia'iiiu.uu, advai)tia,<i;(', and enahled them, hy the ahiindiiiiee and eheiipness wit.h wliieh 
they could sniijily other nations, to ('sta.hli'Sh almost a eomplete monopoly of 
till) Indian trade. 

On the desLruetiuti ofTyreund the limndation of y\]eNandria, Ihe tiiide with 
[ndia, entered a new channel, in wliieh it continiKsI afterwiirdH lo (low for nearly 
ei^i'hteen ceutiu'ic.s. Alexander had the merit of .seleel.in;; tliis-ehiinnel, hill died 
ion .soon to hi'o its advantaui's realign'd So tlioroiiclily, lio\ve\ei', had he 
ji.mt. hv iniparled his ideas to I’toloniy Laoiis, thal that olHi'er, on heconiinp ma'iler of 
Aiiviiuiii.i made A.lexa.ndria hi.s capital, a,nd provided its luirhoiir with a lip,li(i house, 

in the erection of which .so niiicli inae-idlicenec and enoitieeriipti' .skill \iet’e dis 
played, that it rauke.d as one of the .seven wonder.s of the W'oidd. His \iewn 
were followed out hy his war and HucecHSor, Ttolemy J’hiladoljiiiii.s, who, after 
endeavoiiriiif;’, hub witliont flucce.ss, to form a canal acroas the is(lnmin of Siicz, 
wliieh wonld have given a eoiddnuon.s water coniininiicaiion to Alexandria, 
founded the now city of Ucreiiice on tho went count of the lied Sea. !''rom thin 
city a land camago, not - 01111110 x 111011 with <lHlie.ultioH, whioK gveal. exerTmn.s were 
made to aiirmnnut, hronght the products of India to (tiptos 'I'lm renmining 
difttauco to Alexandria xvur easily completed hy a (short caiiid and the Nile, 

, Through the channel Linns opened, tlio woaltliol India o.ontiniied to flow itihi 
TSgypt HO long a.s it romainod an iudojamdent kingdom. Outward wwoIh 
leaving Berenice with such articles of European and African export a.s wore in 
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ill M.'ihI,, slsirbtMl I iic Ar,i)ii:iii iiinl I'l'ini.-iii consLs, lalciiii;'nilvjiriLao-e ii o— 

III Mil'll |ii'iiiiiiiH'ii(, lii'iiil IhikI'I ns I'liiililcil Ihciii lo m(('ci'( liri'cL-wiLlioiiL ('ollowiiijr 

Uic \viiiiliii<;'s 111' Mil'hliiirt', mill Mills j'l'Mclii'd (.lie iiidimi const, ncnv (ihc uioutlis 
III Mu' liuliis l((i\v liir Mu"/ nricrwsit'ils jinicowU'il souMi is nul, known; IniLns 
Mien' nils no olisiiiclc in the w;i_y, iiiul .sonic of Mic niiisi, prized pnnliicts of ilin 
roiinlry Iny in Mini, dii'ccl.ioii, il, i.s In lie iircstiiiii'd Llint, iii.sfcciul ol'(‘on(iiiin£f 
Mu'iiisi'lVI’S 1,0 a few isolid.oil .spoLs, Miey roriiiod a fjciicnil ncnuiiiiitanijij udMi the 
whole sea lionl, 'I’o seeiii'e l.lie comniiuid of Mils laeraMve M'lule, tlu' Koyiitlim 
kiiip'i innint,aim'd a larpe Heel, at sea, wliicli, while it, kept down piracy deterred 
oilier iiatiiiiis IVoiil enleriiio' inlo coiiipetition with theiii. 'I'he uniinn lehii'h 
eoiild have done ,so with iinrst elfei't win l’er,si:i,, which ]io.sse.ssed tlu' obvious and 
very iniportiint adv.'intiip;e of a far .shorter .sea, ]i;ts.sao'e, hVoin the Pensiiiu (hilf 
I hey could have reiwhed India, in a,limit lialf tlic time which the Keyptiaus must 
hiu'c taknii. ’’riie I’er.slmi.s, however, had lon^ an aversion lo niaritime outer- ThcPoHmui 
prise all iivi'I'hIoii so pTcat, that they are .said to Jiavc en’eteil harrier.s acros.s fclui mmtinm 
'hip’i'is and Kipilii'iiteiS liir the |>vn'po.se of rendering it inpiossihle, Me this ns it 
iiia,y, it .seems e.sl.aMi.shed tha,t Mie Indian ]iro(hi(!i) which they ohtaiued for 
I,heir own use, or Ihe supply of adjaeeiri, eminlries, came mostly overland by Mm 
eai'iivans Another cause of the siipliietie.ss of tin' Ih'rsinn.s in vcganl to miiri- 
tiiiie iii(er('our.se wilh India, may he round in the erroiiemi.s ideas Generally 
enlei't.iiiii'd i'i"ip('('(iiis,;' Mie proper limilsof the (Aspiiui Sea on the north, and 
ils reliilivc position to the illaek Sea 'I’lie Caspian was .somewhat nniu'conut- 
abl\' imao'iiied lo be a braneli of the ii'i'cal. Northern I )eenn, and ii was believed 
that b^ meaii.s of it a channel of emnmniiieation might he opened up with 
Kiii’ope, wliicli iiiip;ht thu.s he made to receive the prodneis ol'Jndia hy a. far Mnon in 
iiliortei' route Mum Mu' Indian Ocean, and con.sc(picnM,y at a liir cheaiK'r rate 
I hail (hi'y could lie I'uniished by the I'igyptiiuiH. Ideas of thin kind seem to 
have wcio'hcd piirticiil.-irly with .some of Alexanders siicce.ssm'.s in blit' East. 

Scicucus Nicator, (,lic iir.st and one of tlic alilcst of Ihcni, is even .said to have 
cmitcmplatcd a caiial wliich would iiavcjoincti the Caspian and Jiliu'k Scii.s, and 
tlu'vcliv secured a umuopuly of European and Imlian tndlie. 

After ihe itmniin.s eoiupiered Egypt luul eimverlcti ii into a ])rovlueo, in iic 
111), tim I'liaimel.s of trailie with Mm Ea.st eimtiimed nimhnngerl, while its amount 
was eimrmouwly inerea.sed ItoMi iiy iniid and seii. By ilm latter', in particular. 

Mm I I'a file received an impnlso iinfelfc ho fore, when a navigaiior of the name of 
liippalns eimecived Mw 'ulea, of cutting' otf nearly a ludfof tiro voyage hetwoen iiwpnim 
till' Ued Sea, and hidia, by alrandnning tlm timid brack pwBiied along the. Alllltr'lge of 
intervening slmres, and Btc'cring boldly fay out of .sigiit of land tlirougli the 
very jnidille of Mm oeenn, Tlu' plan seein-s ho natural, and ihe con.siderations 
whinli wiggeHted it mo obvisn;i,s, that one fmda .some difficulty in i'ccogiuKing 
Tllppidu.s iiH tins inventor, or in giving loTii wnoh credit for the invention. Tie 
had ,simply oli.sorvod the rogulanty of the moJiffooiiH, and coneinded that by 
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-- clioosmg tilts ])roptsr weiisoiis, the ents wmild wirry him <mt itiiil blus ntln'r bring 
liiivi lionns. 

'>■- 'I'liR (‘.(nirsts of tins vivyiMKs, arid even tlus tiims oisisiiMit'il by il:>, is iiiiiiutcly 

t'Uiu ... Ill 

i" debiiltsd fsy (lie t'ldti)'J’liny.' 'I'litt tsnrgo ilc.stiiied lor I iidiii, lieiiig ('iiibiirltisd on 
tilts Nile, was (S()nvey''(sd liy it ami :i, short oaitail to Clopto.s, a distiint'is ol .‘lOli miles, 
At Co]itos tlie Lirid oarriage tsoimooneod, and \v:ih (soidsinuod llsiS niile.s to l.loronie.e, 
on the lyost ishorts of tins lied tSea.. .Ifroin Jlertsniise the vcs.scl .started absait 
midsunuiier, and aittsr a, .short halt near tins Stiviits of i’.'di-el-naindob, took ils.s 
final dtsparture visually for Mnsiris on the Mahibar eoast. I'lns vehole lime 
ocsoupksd, on aai avtsrag'ts, Irom the, Mediterra.noaii to India, wa.s a littlis inons than, 
three iiitint]i,s. or iriuety-fonr days. Of tlie.se, Hits iiila.iul :na,vigatioM to Ooplns 
octsiipied twelvis, thts land tnui.sjiort to .P>erisni.ee twelves, tlie voyagis tiovrn l.lus 
lied Sea thirty, a.nd the voynge acro.s,s tins Indian. Oiseaii forty days, d'lie timo 
occupied by thts Bed Sea. v(.)yn,ge .seeni.s ontofa.il ]iro|iortion to the. oilier, bul, 
may l,ie aocountei.l Ivri' pa,rtly by tins dillicidty of latvig’i'dlng’ a, sea iioltalons for 
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baffling winds and storms, and pevhapa j)a.rtl,y ivlso . by delays wlii.eh inay have 
bi#n bccaMjpned by calling on iKith sidea of the coast tor the purpose of: coni" 
plefihlr the cargo, The honiewartb voyage,, oosminenced early in .lUst'tsrrtber, 
apjiear.s to have lascsn the far morn tedious fif the two, 

Thongh the Bonslims ha.d failed to tahe advantage of their inariliiue pnixi 
liaijy TbidBdiaiyiBihbB^^ camded ■ Bjpip eastern Bdntier; ttliihp 

' I'linii Uiatoria Nuturidk, b, vi. c, a;i, 
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liiUiicsul the huiilu'iiliN, iliiin an im))i)t'f,a)ili Ir.uln .sjnMUin np in Uio I'cisi.in IhilT, vn 
aii'l I lulian ]i\'iiilncn was Irauspin ii-il in i|iiiuiLi(/K'a iip tin'riva'i', and Ilian" 

M'csl In l’alm\rji, wiiicli rnapcil I lie advanlann (n .sni-li an (‘vii'nl UiaLi'vi'ii Lloiiia in.iim a ui.i 
(niidi'si'cndi'd al, nnn limn l,n cmirl, its alliaiu-i' AClcr Ibis piniid ciliy iuul turnu'r 
dnnliiK'd and was tni tci'inij; In ils bill, (Im I’lasiau uuinau'iis ('Cintinueil tbn liiillie 
wliich had linm I'.stalili.slmd, and )iy means ol'it emielied tluniiselvi's at Ibe 
e\(ienMenl llie (Irceks, wdin bad made (Innstantinnple tbi‘capital nt’tbeif emiiiie 
As we liave now l,nnehed nn medieval tliiu's, it, may ,,alliee, in eniielndiiie' the 
sketeli III aneii'iit India, In mentinu tliat the .nreat ataples nl’its ti'a(l(‘ waae tlieii 
nearly lla* name as at present, and ennsi.sted eliiedy of enttnn and silk, nonds, 
dye-., drnp,s, ,spices and arnmaties, jii'arls, diamonds, emeralds, and otlu'i'preeum.s 
slnne,s. These wns'c paid ehielly in (h<‘ preeinns niet.ils, hut partly also in 
woollen cloth, lead, tin, hrass, wdiu', and a tew llireijan perlinues 'riimiyli a 
]iassao(. Ill t1ie /naid/u/r.s of Miom. wliieli ret'm's to .sea voyao'cs as wedl a,s Innd 
journeys,, implies that the inhahUants n!' India had heonn at an early period lo 
navifi'.de the ocean, they ,seem to have eoidined tlimnselves lo e(ia.stin;4', and iu 
have left the cKtevnal trade entirely in the hands <it‘straiia’ci's This aver.sion 
to eommil. Iliemselves lo tlie open sisi bad 11 ■. oriolu in siqier.slil.iou.s i'ear-., vhieh 
still eonlimie lo opi'rate 
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Aii'ilkivnl Imli.i Anil) roiinuinl'i [I'imt appr.muHO of ^^l^Uomel,lnH lu liidi.i —Ooinpiest of .Sciiule Iiy 
,.\hihiuiiiid I'.isini Hi)mlHiim of Uiu Ai-.iln —i,loin« ol CJlm/.noo- Solielitiym -Sultan Mdlniiooil. 
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as |iersnu.smn only was emiilnyed to ])r«pagatn it, no sooner 
hegan to wield tlie sword than it .spread rapidly on twory 
aide. Before the death of Mahomet, in ()d2, it iiad .suh- 
diied all Arabia, and made a coiisiderahle inqireshicni hoth 
oil iSyria and PeVisia; and niider Ids .sii('ees.sor.s it had, in the cnur.se of lcs.s 
than a (a-utmy, not only eonsolidatud Lhasi' coiiTueshs, hut estalilislied an. empire 
which stveU'lied eontiniiuusly (Voia Arabia us a eentre, wt'sk to the Atlantb, 
engnliing Bjiuin and threo,toning thn faire.st portion of Fl’anco-—north and 
north-east Hirongii rer.sia, to the vast rogioii which extends hotwcen the Oxus 
and the .hrxartc.s, from the, t;aM|>ian to Mount Iinaua—-and eiust beyond the 
l)ank.s of Ihii Iiidiis. Its progress in this kst direction must now lie |;rac<>d. 

A.s early ns the ('aliphatn ol’ Omar, the AraUs, cofvstiiig along tlrn .shoraS of 
fclui,Indian (loean, had niadi' predatory dcaechts upon Boiudo, chiefly for the 
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])ur[)osti (if (iiu’ryiiig ofl' tlie woiiU'U, wIioKi' lic'jiiit.y in liiyii i,(i adoi'n 

IAk! AraJjiim hin'ciuM; hul; no land ("cpodiUou (li-MorviiiL; ol' (loliici' look place (ill 
(i() k wdioii pari of an AimI) i'oiaie wliicli had p('n(‘iraLi'iI Iroin Mcrv Id ( lalionl, 
and gaiiK'd, it is said, 12,000 convcrl.a, wan despatched to cKjiloi'c the lo\V('i' pai'l, 
of the IkinjaAi. This dotaehnn'iii,, nin1i.‘r the eoiniiia iid of Mohalih, wdio a((er 
wards lijpuaal as a warrior in l'(M',sia, and /Vrahia,, forced il.,s way info Mooli, an, 
and rotarneil with niunerons ea])tiveH. 'I'he next ('xpeditiou was on a ovisd-er 
scale, a,nd led to more permaneid, residts An Ai'ali .ship ha.d lieisi seized at 
iJcwal, a seaitort of Wi'inde. Ue.stitntlon rva.s deinajuled, hut llajali Didiir, whose 
terrltorie.s ai'(' said to have included Mooltan aixl 0,11 Seiiule, toe'ether with some 
adjacent ])la,ins, endea,voured to evaili', eoiipilianee, hy pret('ndiny‘ tlia,t Dewal 
was not subject to his authority. 'I'he Arabs, thus rcd'nsed laalress, ili'teriniued 
to coni[)el it, and, with tivis vie.w, .sent a body eonnistino-only of 1000 iidiiiitry 
and .‘100 liorise, It was altoo-etlier inadcspiate. aial pt-rished, |i',\a.sp(‘rated al Ihe 
failure, riejaj, i;'ov('rnor of iJus,surah in 71 I, •lespatehed ii rerpilar force of (iOOO 
men, under tlie. eounniuul of his nejvhew Mohanied t'a.siin, vvdio, thoup'h only a 
youth of twenty, po,s,sc's,sed jp'eat military talents, and after surinouutinu' idl 
dillieulticH, eneampad under the walls of Dc'wal. The sieue eoinineneed with an 
attack on a oe.lchrated ])i>uuda ci)ntiu-uous to the town, iUid iuelo.sed by .a hlu;h 
wall of hewn ,stout!. In addition to tht! Ilrjdnuin.s who usually oeeilpied il, it 
had a strong garrlsou of llaj[)Oots 'i’lu! defence was resolute, and might liat'e 
bucii snucossl'ul, had not tJasiiu learned that tin' sali'ty of the place was 
eoTiceivod to depend on a, ilag which wa.s flying iVoin a tower. Aetino' on this 
inforimdion, he directed .all his engines ag’ainst llui Hag, a,ml had no soouei' 
struck it dowMi, tlian the n'si.stanee Is'came so fee.lde a,s to mak(' liis entra.nee 
easy. With liarbarous fanaticism in* eirenineised all tiu! ilmlnnins, as a (ii'sl 
stop to their oouversion, and on finding it ine(lt!(!tua,l, put all tlu'mali'S aliove 
aeventeen to dcatli, a,iul nuule, slaves (!f tlie woineai ami eliildren 'I'lie capture 
of Dewal itself soon followed, tind (lasim eontinued his victorious progi'i'ss, 
taking in succession, Nerun (the modern Hiulerabad), Seliwan, aial a, fortiv.-ci 
(sailed tSalim. A mor-e, formidable l•eaista.no('was, however, in jireparation; and 
the arrival of the rajah's ehl(3.st .sou a.t the head of a strong funs', reduced him 
to the neeesnity of aetiug on tins defensive. 'I’his (sontinued, till the arrival of 
‘2000 Tenshui horse gave him one(! more the supc'i'iority; and he b('ga,n to 
advance on Aloi', the o!i[iital, wliieh was situated in the north of .Seiiide, nea.r 
the modern llukkur. 

The rajah himssjlf being now, as It were, hronght to bay, .h'termiued to 
make a, dual stroke for his kingdom, and a[ipeavedat the Imad of a,n army of 
.50,000 men. fJusim again stood on the defeushu', and skilfully e.ompeni'iated for 
inferiority of numbers by tlie strength of his po.sition, 'J’he rajali, advancing 
boldly to the attack, was wounded hy an arrow, and at the same time llm 
elephant on which he was monnteil, being struck hy a lireball, i-ushed elf in 
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terror jmd [iliuiged with liim into the ii\ei The oceiirreiice com])letely dis- v o rn 
eoiicerted the Iiidiaus; and thoiieh D.diir nioiinted a horse, aiirl dis])layed hotii 
skill and courage in endeavouring to rally them, it was too late, d’lie fortune 
of tile day uas decided, and ids oall-uit etfort to i-etrievu it only cost liini ins 
life 

The roTnaius of tlu' Indian aiiny took relugu' in tlio eit,y of Bralnnanabad Ho.h, 
(tasiiu advajiced against it, and met a reststaiico wlucli jirohalily lie liiul not iii.iiimium 
auticijiated The raj’-ilfs widow heroically assnmod tlie defence, and nride it 
good wliile provisions lasted Wlien tliey failed, and resi.stanci' in eonsepueiiee 
heeanie hopeless, ,shn erected a funeral pile, and eoimnibted herself and ehildren 
to the fhuiu's Many of the g.nrison, ispinlly pre[).n-ed for death, met it by 
throwing open the gates a,nd rnHliing out to peiiah hy the swords of the 
be.siegi'rs 'fliose who remained had no hette'r fate On the as.sault, all in arms 
wore shnightered; the ri's! were earried into liondag'e. Oasim, in ]uirsiiiug his 
coriipiests, took .Mooltan without resi.sban<*e, and became, master of all the teni- 
tfirles whieh hud hedonged to Ihijah Fialiir 

It would seem that, beside the eliildnm who jieri.slusl with ilieir luotlier snimiiu 
in iJralnnanaliiul, tlie rajali liad two ilangliters jawsisssed ol’ great pi'i’sonal " 
atti'aetlous 'I'lu'y were among' tlie captives; and Keeiuing’ Hi. to grace the caliphs 
harem, were, aeeordin.gly conveyed to Dainasen.s, wiiieli was at tins time ttii' 
capital of the ealiplmte. On tlieir arrival, VValid, the caliph, whose ciiriosit.y 
liml hoen excited, iirdered Llu' eldei- to he hrought to him On entoritig; she 
hnr.st into ti'ars, e.\-eliiiiuiiio', "How can I he worthy ofysnir notitse, after having' 
been di.sliunoui'ed hy (‘asiiu !" Walid, eon.snKing' only hi.s indigimtion, Hent orders 
fortlnvith to w'w op Oasim in a raw hide, and .s,end him forward. When the 
body ai'i'ivcHl, it was pi'odueed to the rajah’s dang'hter, who, overjoycil, e’x;olaimed, 

"Now J am Hatislied; Oasim was innocent of the erimo T imputed to him, hut ho 
was the ruin of my family, and 1 have had my revenge” 

After Oasim's dt'ath in Tit, the Aralis made no new oonipie.sLs in India, 

Kven those which he had I'llis'fct'd wm'e maintained only till the dowidiill of the 
Ommeiad dynasty in 7'‘>0, when the Himloos rose in nusurreetion, and recovered 
all that had heeii wrested from tlicm. 

lleferenee has lamn made to the Avah eomincst of the territorv hetween the 
O.xiiM iWh] Llio JiixarljL'H. DVi>Ju its position it Is usually enllerl by clasHical ofTrans 

■vvi'itev.s d’ran.soxiana, and hy Arab writims Miiwar nl Nahr, words HteraHy 
meaning beyond the rimr. Its inhahifcanfcs wore mo.stly Peraiaas, living' in 
fixed hahitatiouH, and iiounulic 'Tartars, tlici latter forming appimintly the groat 
majority, Thi.s l,eT'ritory, which the Arabs first entered in, VOG, and ovcrm,n in 
the course of the eight following years, hocaino finally dissevered from their 
empire about 820, iuid wn,.s ruled Hitceesaivcly hy the Ta,lurilos till 872, the 
f^ofarides till 892, and the k)oma,nis till lOO'h The last dynasiy heeoinos 
inbei'esting, because during it, and owing to one Of its prineoa, the houae of 
VoL, I, ® 
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V I) uv(i. CI!ni/iu‘o, w'lucli piay.i ii- iiio-ib iiaportiiiib pai'L in (.hr hislory ol Iiulia, war 
hmiidoi I, 

.Miii.njiii, AI])trL;'iii, Uk' rouiiilo)' of llio lioiisr ol'({IniKiier, w ii i ofiyinally a 'I'liiki slav'r 

iiK''ii!iuh!fnf ho AlMlnliix'h'k, (' 1)0 lil'iih jiriurr of (.hr iSoioniii lior, ami had no hiola'i'ollir ■ 
(.iiuouw (jlinu Lha,b of aamisliiL*' his loasb)')' by biindiliiio- ami bi’icki ol h'o'O'drinain. lb' 
was oayablr, huwovri', of imirk lirbbrr, ami o-fiidnally vo-ii' bo hr o-,i\ortioi-ol 
Kliorasau. On bho dciith ol' Abdiilnirh'k, in !hil, lu' losb tlir ho'onr ol his 
Huorusisoi', Miuistir, by rocommoinlioo- bhab atioldiof iiii'iiibri’ol bhr lamily should 
ho Hisloc.brd for bho bhroiio, was doprivnl of lii') d'ovoriiiuriib, and I'an d'l'aali I'isb. 
of loKiiio- hobli his libc'i'by and his lift!. Afl/Of a \arlrly of naiTow rsrapr.s, in 
which lio dis])la.yod tiniol) coiiraifo and niilibary lah'nl;, hr hmnil an ayylnni \vi(,h 
a, l>ody of faibhful follow(>iM ab (llni/.nro, ainouc- I,hr inonni.ain-i of Holioian 
llrrr ho declared his indc|)ond('iR'r, a.ml siicrrrdi'd in niainbahiiny il. (.ill hi.s 
'doa.th, in f) 7 ()'. Ho was suonroilml by iSobrkb'yin, wdio, lih(> hinisrif, had 
hoi'll oriirinaily a, 'I'nrki Hhi.V(', bid, had I'isi-n so nnich in hi.s liu’oiir (hab hr oa\’r 
him his daiin'hbi'r in iiiarriaar, a.nd inadi' him his heir. 
suimUi-sii). Idi'brlcU'gin'H fnburr sovrrt'iguljy is said bo liavr bi'cn early forri.ohl. (bu' day, 
iuul'"' wliilr a prival'O horstsman, lu* himbcd down a. fawn ami was rarryino- ib oil', whrn 
1)0 looked hehind and saw ibs innllirr following with sncli signs of dislrrss, Ihab 
he was niovnl wibh compassion and ,srl, bho fawn at, librrby, d’hr Joy ami 
appareiib gratibude expi'e.s.sod hy bho iiiobhi'i' inn dr, so slrong an iinprr'i'iion upon 
him, bha,b whrn ho wmiib bo sloop ib bocinnr bho sulijrrb of a ilrram, in whirh 
Miihouiob a,ppoa,i'od to him, and a,nnonm‘rd bUab as a, rrwai'd for his Imniiuiiby 
ho was do.stincd to he a kiiio'. The prrdirbiou, if ib wjis inadr, had no .soonrr 
lioeii liTllillcd, blian an ovrtib book jilaco which bhri-abriird bo rriidrr ib frnibh'ss 
d'ho iutiahitaiiis on bho left bank of bbo Indus had foi- nearly l,hi'rr rmbni'ir'i 
1)0011 liviac' in bho onjoynnsub of bln'lr rt'ciovercd indrpriidrncr ; hub Uny Know 
onoufrh of the eruo.Uy inid oiipi'cssion wliiob bhoii' fnrriVdihrv.s had rmlun'd 
while Mubjeebed bo an Arab yoke, and wo)'o naturally (ilird with ahirtn whrn 
they saw a, new'' Maliomoban Icinodom osbiibli.slied on. bhoir froiibirrs. lb bliri'i' 
Tdimaa™ iliem g’ood jiolicy not bo wiiit bill the, bhi'riibrned ealamiby ovi'i' 

iisiiinaiimii. took timm, htit to endeavour by anbicipa,tiua' bo prevriib ib. ddir iuibial,i\'r in 
this hold ejitei’iH'l.sc was uuderbakon by Jlajiih deijial, who ruled over a liu'o'i' 
extent of triTiboiy, and kept his coui'b at Ijidiovo. (IroHsinf.;' blir Indus, hn 
advanced till he eaine up Avdbh the troops of Heliokbrgiii, who roiumaiulrd 
in person, and was aceompaniod hy lii.s son, who, bhrii only a hoy, gave proof of 
the talonbs which afterwards made liiin celebrated imdri' blu' nauin of Mull,an 
Mahniood, After some tiino spent in Hkinnisliinig, Uie armie.s were on (,lir. evo of 
fighting a great battle, when al’m'frrl sLonn of wind, ihundei', juid hall oeeurmil. 
Both armies suflored greatly, but not to the. aa.ine. extent. d’he tiwops of 
tlhuznoe soon, reco-vered from the di.sa.stor. whereas blio.se iif lliiuloostiin. iiolug 
ab once loss hardy and more .snperatxtious, were so dispivibed thai; deipal was 
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to ]iropos(i Lonii-i of atifomiiiodiitioii Miilniiood stood out, and -would be 
.sati-,lied wiili uoLhiiig hliort of a decisive vietoiy; but hisfatLev, more jn-udoiit 
and moderate, was satisKed witli a pn'sent pa^unent iu elepliants and gold, and 
the pi'emise of a ocrtaiii aiuoniiL of amiual tribute .roi]>al a-etiinied luiniiliated 
to Lalioiv', aiul endeavoured to liiile bis shanie by breaking bis promise When 
tlie uK^sscnger.s of Sebektegln an'ived to receive the triliute, be not only refused 
it, but tlirew them into jn’i.sijti. 

Warlike pi'cpaiation.s on a grander sealo than before aguiu eornraouceiL Sc- 
bekte,oiu advuueed to taki‘ revenge; arid Jeipal, aware Iiowuuieh be had done to 
pi'ovokc' it, endeavoured to ward it olf by ineans of a eoufoderaey, in whieli, 
in a,ddition to otlier rajahs of h'ss iniportanee, lie was joinerl by those of Delhi, 
Ajmeer, (lallinger, and Clauonge. 'flviis Hup]Krt'te<l, he advanced at the head of 
an army eoinposcsl of an inniinierahle liost of foot and 100,000 hov.se. In his 
Oriental phruHcology F(>rjHhta, nay.s,’ that when Bebektogin ascendi'd a bill to 
vi('vv the forces of Jeijial, they “appeared in extent like tlu' boundless oeean, and 
in ruuuber like the ants or lociusts of the wildcriu'.ss;’’ but instead of being dis¬ 
mayed at bis vast inferiority in point of numlu'rs, “he considered himself as a, 
woll'aliont to attack ii tloek of sheep.'’ Bo eoulident, imleed, was he, that, dis¬ 
daining to act on the defensive, he eoinmenced the attack hy singling out a 
certain [lointi in tiu' eiiemy’H line, and charging it hy successive H(|uadrons of 
.'500 imui, When in this way he had thrown it into disovik'v, he made a, geiK'ral 
assault, and carried evisythiiig before him 'I'lie Hindoos, panic-struck', thought 
only of flight, and sutfered immense slau,ghter. 1’ho Indian earn]) yielded a rich 
lilunder. The more ])ermauetd; resnlts of the victoiy were, that Bobckbt'gin 
was aekiiowli'dgi'd king of all the territory we.st of the Neelab or [J’]ipci.' Indus, 
a.nd sent one of his ollieers wifli 10,000 horse to govi'rn Pe.shnwcr 

Seliekl.i'gln died in !)i)7, after a, risgn of tAventy year.s distinguished by 
lirudenee, isjuity, and moderation. His death was sudden, but during bis last 
moments bn imiiusl Ids sou Ismael his heir, lie iqipeavs, indc'ed, to have bad a 
better title tba.n Mabmood, who, though ekk'r, vvas illegitimate, intimately, 
liowever, after a war of pius'essioii, iu wldeli Ismael wa.S worsti'd and inqiri- 
.siined foi’ lib', Mabmood, assuming the title of .sultan, wbieli, tliongb well knoAvn 
in Arabia, had not previously been liorne by any prince of Turkish origin, 
seated hlmseif tirmly on hi.s father’s throne. 

Mabmood was of an afblelic: form, but was .sti-ougly marked Avith the small¬ 
pox, and so delleient in per.sunal bc.auty, ibat one day, oji beholding lilmsolf in 
a, glass, he exclaimed, “ The sight of a king slionld brighten the eyes of the 
beboldem, but naturo has lieen so unkind to me that my appoaranco is positiA'cly 
forbidding.’’ TTds <lefec't probably made him less disposed to indulge in youth¬ 
ful ph-asures, and concurred Avith Ids natural temper in inducing' him to seek 
fame by militu-ry exiijoits. He has already boon seen urging his father to reject 
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4 1 ) iiHii ilu' Lernm ol'aw'diuiuoilaiiou oHoivd liy llaJnJi ■It'ipal, anil \v"(' ai'i' llii'i'rlorc 
piqiiu'i'il to SCO him oiiU'V on a. cavcor of liid'um ooiuiiu'.st. At (irsL a .sorios nl 
.sLnqqli'.s, whicli I'udi'd in Uio eMtim-Lion nl t.lii' Mniinini dynasl.y, i‘nL','rnss(‘d liia 
atliHitioii, l)uL no sodium' worn LIk'sl' set,tied Llian lio i.iii’iu'd lii.s ('30 to linli.i 
llis (u'st, I'xpedition hook placo in 1001 , vvdu’ii, at I’osliaw'ov wil.li only 10,000 
dio.sen hovso, lu' cncounfcerod Ids old oiiciuy llajali rloijial al> tilic lii'ad ol l:J,0()0 
liorso, 30,000 foot, and 300 oloplianhs 'I'lio liold was koonly conli'slud Inih ah 
iiofuii.imi last Joipal, with liHecu of liis cldolis, was (akon priKonor. Maliinood, wlio-.o 
avarice was ah leash cijual ho Id.s aiiibihioii, was able ho f.;i'a.hily bohli jiassion.s b^ 
tliC vichoiy, winch, in addihioii ho ihs fame, yicldi'd him a, I'icli spoil, parti)' in 
dcipal'h jewelled uceklaccK, one of which was valiusl at. ISO,000 dinar^., or about, 
iSl, 000 . IFhe valni' of hlu' spoil was larjj;ely increasi'il by hlu' lary'i' r.iimoiu 
which he obhiiined for hhe prisoners. Jeipal did not loop; avail liiuisell ol his 
IVecfloni. iJispii'ilcd ly his hwo deleahs, or, ih is said, di,s(|ualilied h\' them, 
aceurdiiq' to a Hindoo custom, li'om any loiq'cr rcio'idny, hi* l•e,‘lioued the ei'on u 
to his .soil, a,ml plaeino' himself on a. ftinera! pih', set lire ho it wil.h his own hands 
init.uoi fu lOO-h, on fa,ihu'o of blu' hribnhe, promised lyhhe Hindoos, Sultan Mahmood 

auaiii .set oub. a,nd pasHin,^' Ihvonuh hhe itrovinci' of Moolhaii arrived ah a eil,y 
called llhiiheea. Ihs posibion is not ascertained; but ih was sumamded by a very 
hifi'h wall and a deep and broa,d ditch, and iK'lnno'cd ho a, Ihajah Heejy Ha,)', who, 
ht'iishinc; both ho its forbilications and tlie diineulb nature of the .snri'omiilino; 
eouutry, was not afraid to uieasmv. his .shreiijjjhh noain.sb hha.h of I,he .stillan Hi‘ 
had so skilfully ,seized the .shrono- posts, that for hhi'ce days he uoh oid_y kepi, Hio 
Mahouiehaus at hay, but inlliched ou them such severe lo,ssi>s that they were 011 
the point of abandouinu the eutcr[iri.se. la thi,s emerqmey, Sidtan Mahmood 
displayed his wouLed inlli'Kihility of purpo.se, and in amuumeiuo’ his iuti'iition 
to loful the luaiu attack in person, added, “To-day I have devoted myself to 
eou(]u<'Hb Ol’ death,” lloth arJiiie.s, indeed, had worked l.hemselves iij) to the 
hijfheshpitch of e.uthnsiu.sin; Beejy llayy on his side, iierformino' relij>'ious services 
hy w'hich he. was believi’d by his filloweiu to have proplLiahed hhoqids; while 
the sultan, after turning his face to iVb'oea, ami pro.stratinu himself in siehh of Id i 
troops, started suddenly uji, exclaiming’, “Advaneel advauee! our pra,yers have 
found favour with Hlod!” An. ohsfciuatu struggle, took plaeo, huh Mahometan 
prowess ])reviuled. and the indiaus wore ])ursuod to him gates of the town. 
Here, though a stand of a few days took jdaeo, resistauco was found to he hope¬ 
less; and the raja-li heiug overtaken during an atbeinjiL to h'ad oil' his t.roop.s hy 
night, only escaped imprisonment hy rnshiiig on bis own sword. Two liimdred 
and eighty elepliants, mnueroas cajitains, and a large spoil were, talceii in Bliatet'ii, 
which with its depeudencle.s was annexed to Olniziu'c. 

Malunood’a next Indian expcilib'ion took place in lOOo. Its luain ohj'eet was 
ebastiso Abnl Fattcli Lodi, tho chief of Mooltan, who, tbnugb a Mussulmau, 
pat had thrown off his alleg-ianee and lea.g’ixed with Anungpal, tlie son and sucee.ssor 
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ol’ Ulo uiirorLuiiaU' RajaU Jaipal. Noh tlotoiTcd Ity liR ('.itliers laU', Aiuiuo-pa] ad.ioo-, 
I'licDiinlorcd Maliinood near Posliawor, and siistiiiiiad a dcl'eaL wliu'li coinpdlod 
liiui to (ako rofu'^p in (Jiisliiuou'. 'I'ln* vdi-torinm huILhu continued li'm luai'cli to 
Mooltan, and oktaiiual Llie aulmiis-iion of its clii('f. lie would doubtless liave 
exacted nuu-e rio-m'oii,-i levins Lliaii subinissiou, and also made Anan;>pal f(>el the 
lull weijolit of Ills veii^eiiuee, had he not been undev the necessity of hasteniiio; 
lioino. to tviiel tin* fonuulahte iu\asiou of a Tartar pi'ince of the name (d' Elik 
Khan, who had hoped to make an easy com(iiest of Khorasan while the ClhuOTiec 
forces \veu‘ heyond the Indnn Ih' had miscalculated; and on the ,sultan's arrival, 
was ohli.o'cd, altera .sional defeat, to reeiuss the Oxus with only a, few attendants. 

On this occasion the sultan’.s victory was p,ris‘itly aided hy 500 elephants which 
lie liad hiouuht from India 'i’he Tartar horses woidd not face, them; and the 
soldi eis, who had never semi them before, were overawed by Lhcivhneo hulk and 
ntraiiue ajip(>araue(‘, especially after they had seen the one on which the .sultan 
himself was moimti'd .seize Klik Kliau’s stiuidard-heari'r and toss him into the 
air wilh hi.s ti’vink. 

Anatiipial's esea]ie was only temporary, for RIahmond was no sootut riil of ‘ 
tlu' 'I'artar invader than ho liasteiied Vuutk to India at the head of a foimidahle 
aiiny. Anan!j,iial nu'iunvliilo, antieipatinu the return of the sultan, had made 
exerlions, and sueei'cded in fnrmiuo- a powerful coalition of rajahs against the 
eninninii (siemy nf t.lu'ir IVceduui and their faith. Thoir united forces brought 
into (he I’unjiiih a, largnu’ army than ha,d ever licen .seen in it before. Even the 
■siiltiin seenu'd to he.sil.ate; and iii.sleud of advancing- with the liemllong courage 
which lie usually displayed, began to cnlnuicli himself in the vicinity of 
l\‘shawer 'rius sign of wi-alcness added greatly to the. .strength ol the eoufode- 
rates, who were daily joined hy m-w auxiliaries, aiul received large supplies of 
money from all quarters, evim tho IJindno Women selling tlu'ir jewels and 
un-lting down tlie gold of their other ornamcnls to assist in what was regarded 
as a. holy wai'. 

Mahinood kiqit within his ('nlrenelnueuts, well aware that if they were ncfcaiof 
atlaekcd, his jiosltion would give him a deeiiled advautago; and tluit if the 
Indiati.s, through fear of thi.s, refrained from a thinking-, tlicir immcn.se tumultuary 
loree could not he long kept together. The llrst skirmishes were not to his 
adva.ntage, for the (Jnkkni's, and othei- nioiintaiin'or trihes, rusliing impotuonsly 
among tho Mahoiuettui eaxadry, made such dexterous use of thoir swords and 
knives that llonso and ridor.s bumhh'dto thogrouml, and, to themnnhor of several 
thou.sinKls, were de,spatohc(] in a twinkling.' Mahmood still rcmainerl inotion!o,s.s, 

' 'I'ho (luUciu-a, CIttckorfi, Oftltkai’s, GnikkorH, or nicntioTioilintliotesiiBeamato iTulioato llinl, iistihoir 
Kiilil;ai('a(forUi0natii(jisBiiell0itiu»IU1l«s»iUtl'arout looiloof warlaro boro a,ooniiidemblo wsranblanco to 
waya, and uol. alw,T,,ya in tho iiitmo vay by tho same tiiat for whtrh. tlia Qliorkas of Nopaiil liavo recoutly 
anthor), aro Srst nioiitiouod in tlia liistovy of tho Arab diatingtitabad tliomselvoa, thoy may have had a lioiii- 
ooniliWrtta in 111(11.1, HD forming a JoagHO '"dHi tho Ah mOft origin. Tliis, howei’. is huprobaWo, thak 
gluins, andj inniiionwith tlicjn,-wroaUng atradt of localittosaravaryramotofromoaohothOr, (HioGitk- 
ten-ilory fmu tho Eajah of Uhore. Their ex,ploit imrs, ftoOouHng to EIphMona (Om/, InMvetion, 
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watcl\in£v liiw oiipoi-fcuiiity. It winic; sit UihL Aniutd'pivrM d'alk'il liy Uu' 

iu-i'owa and frig'hLfuod liy Uio lirohallM, Liiriicd voinid and lunTii'd liiiii (id'lilu' liald. 
I’lic Tlii’idoo;-!, Uru\kiiig ilu‘m4i.'lvrH dt-HcrU'd dy Uicii' ycnuTul, !.la(‘k('iicd (ln'ir 
ix'wiatauco, and dually Liiriu'd Llu'lr liaaka. Nu Liiiu' wis dA'i'ii lln'in f.o I'ally, 
U'Ud ci'O load- i!0,0()0 lay diaul u|»)ii fcliu (Icld. 'I’lu’ rc'sl, wcfc wi cniiipkdcly 
diH])oi'aod ilial. Malmiood had notliliid' more t,(» du l.liuii i^'aLlu'i' tla' IViiilH uf Ills 
victory. Tlio oue inost, f>T;d,ifyiiif>' to Ids avai-icious ti'miu'r was Liu' caplsiri' <4’ 
ilie dll-tilled teuipic of .Naa-arcuti', situad'd on (me of Llie lowci- raiitys ol‘ I, hr 
Himalaya. It owed its sa.uetity to a. natural llaiiii' whieh issued rrom llu' 
;j;i-<uuid; and, rroni the veiieratioii in wld<;h it was held, as veell as the slri'iiy-th 
<d‘ its posituni, was not only rieh in votlvi- oll'eruigs, Inil, was the coininon 
deposilory of the wealth of the adjacent eonnti'y, d'o assi.st in the i-ecisit 
stvu 5 j,'gle, its j.i'iU'L'iHOU had Irsui withdrawn, and wlnni Snilan Malnnonil arrived 
ladbre it, liu was met only liy a, crowd of defcius'lcss llrahinins clainoi-oiisly 
im|ilorinn- luercy, 'J'lu' invciitory of its tri'iisun's was, accordin,!.i- to t’eri.shla, 
700,000 s'oldeii dinars, 700 inaunds of ,nnl<l and silvi'i- pliit(“, ^00 niaiinds nf 
])ure g'old ill ingots, 12000 maunds (d‘uiiwroiighi, ,si| vci-, and 20 nuuinds ol'pejiH.s, 
corals, diaiumuls, and ndVios 'I'hc value must have Ihh'u rulndous, uud juslilies 
Iferishta's assertion, that it was greater than ever wa.s collected hefore into any 
royal trea.sury,^ Thu sultan, on Ida return to OhuKiiee, gave a, tviuniplial 
Imni^net, which was spread out uu a spacious plain, aaid lasleil tlivi'e days 
The spoils of India, exluhitcd on thrones of gold, and tables of gold and silver, 
made a display rivalling the utmost that has been told of Orieiiial wealth and 


vul. i. p. JOfl) “once poiflcssod tlio wUolo cminlry lio- 
Iwocu tivo Itiilus niul tlio IXycinapoa {.Tivilum), Imt hiwo 
been flrivon out by tUo iSiks.” In liis niiip, llioy nro ru- 
liroBoutoil ns ouiiiliiying a conaulorable tract nf the 
I’liuiab oast ot tbo town of Attook, in the dii-colion of 
Oaalanoro. On lii'i iioineward journoy lio p.iwiod 
tlirongli tlicir oonnU-y, in aonsociuanoo of a letlor of 
iiivilation wljioli lio vooeivodfroni tlio Biillan, nccom- 
paniod liy a vast quantity of yro,pfS, which tlioi-c grow 
■wild. Sluu'Uy after passing Puiwil J’iiKloo, )io in,ado 
a circuit of about forty lailoa, anil saw “the ruins of 
soTiio Onekor towns doBlroyod by tbo Sika, ami tlnwe 
of iioino otlioi'H, still imire anoiont, wliicli iiad Hufforal 
tho s.aino fate from the Mnsaulinans.” 'J’lio only other 
iiifonnafiou he gi^■c'^ respecting lljoin is, tliat tlicy 
“liavo .still a high niilii.ary reputiiUon.” Ji'or-ishfa, 
in narrating tlio exploit of the Gukkinw in tlieir on- 
countor with llalimnod, says, that they “ropulswl 
IrtB light i,loops, and followed them no olosely, that 
po less than 30,0110 Gukkiivs, with thoir hcailH and 
feet hare, mid arinoil with varioufi wonpons, peno- 
triited into tho Mahometan lines, whou a ilromlful 
carnage cnmiofl, aud noOlJ IVIivhoniofcans in a fow 
iriimitiM wore slain,” Priuo, in lua OhroniilnulctilHe- 
iroapi'ct, or Memoin of the Jivonls in 3Ia- 

Iwmiiiedan /morfi, voh ii, Ji. SSt, whito profoBaotlly 
hoiTowiugfrorii Foriiihta, iinproves upon hisnarrativo, 
apparently for tho purposa of making it still moto 


grafdiio, lunl nays, “In (ipitool' llio fiinlniiipniiliou 
of Mainnood, and in tin) lioat id' tlio aidinn, a hiidy 
oflOOO Kiilikarosor (iiiikkovs, lurolioadiiil and Imui- 
fiiolod, varioiiflly and ntriingoly avinod, paiaod lln, 
cnlronchinoiiisi on Imtli iliuikiii and lidlm..' in „illi 
ualonwhing (nrj atniuig Iho uavnlry, |iiori'nih'il nilh 
tho doaporalion of tiiw.M'uB, innl with Uitdr Hwoi'ilii 
and Univoii, tii mit down anil inuim liotli Iho howo 
and liiu rider, until aliiioU in Um twinkling of ,in 
oye, hotwfinil liOOO and •lllDO men hud f.dloii 
to tho rago of tlii.'Ho inhiriatod nmniacH," 'I'lnii, 
they had lim onmiing and vuidiiilhuiui‘,'i of ,ivn|ii"'i 
will hoconiu appurmit in tlio ooiimo of ilui iiarndivo, 
from an (i-mshiatimi wliiuli ainnu of 1 liom cmimiittoi'l 
uiidor siuguliil- oir(millBlaiioi!;i; Imt llml. tlioy worn 
niidor logulnr {iovorniiionl, anil ruhid hy jirlnro. 
who oocupiod no moan place aitunig' tiioir oontenw 
pororios, limy ho infernal froni tho f.iot Unit llluy 
WOKS riicogiiUoil by tiin tiUn of imltmi, and lhat Iho 
dauglitor of ouo of tlioni wan iionHjdi'roil a tit imiloh 
for the colohrntad JoIhI-imUii, boh of tlio King of 
Khariani, and tlm only pritnm in whom I'lhiuigliin 
Khan found a forniidahlo oppoiiont.—t'Ol) liriijg'.s 
Pa-iektn, yol, ir, p. 414 <118. 

I The vahio of tlio gohlon dinai' is about %, ntcr- 
llng. 'I'ho Indian nianntl wplghe 80, and tho I’eraiwi 
only 11 Iba. Tho livUoi' scsiiis to bo tlio onn which 
to boro intendod. 
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hjilunilouv. ALaliijiood foi'goL ]iis aCiirico on Lho occnsiim ; ami wliilo myriads a d imo 
of speetaLoi's \yorc‘ iuxui'iously ioask'd, .s])lciuUd ]u-c',swits wore besiowod on merit, 
and Idv'i-.d alms given to tlic ])oor 

d'luj i)egijining oC tlu' year 1010 was enniloyed Jiy Sultan Maliuiood in tlu' si'itnu 
emunu'st of CiluH', aituak'd ainong the luanehes of the [iimloo lv(H>sli east of umllu™' 
ilenit, hilt before tlu‘ year closed he is Jigain found [lursuiiio bis conquests in 
India b’or sonu' sueceedino- years, Ids operations there wore soniewhat desultory 
and iidorru[)ted by an imporiant exjiedition to Transo.Kiana, during wliieb be 
extended bis west frontic'r to tlu'(’aspiau; lint in 1017, iletcriuinoil no longer 
to eonfiui' Idniself to the I’linjali, be neb out at tlie lieud of an army of 100,000 
font anil 20,000 borse, I'or the. ]mrpo,se of poiietiatiug into tbe liasin of tlie 
< binges, and tlms opmiiiig iqj a. wtiy into tlie veiy heart of 1 riudooslan. ¥are,li- 
ing from Pesliawer, he kept close to the mountains (ill lie passed the Jniniia, 
and Llion turning Huddealy Kontli, made Ida nnexjiectod apjiearauee before 
(la-nougn. Tills great capital, the rajah of wlueh, for some reason not well 



exphdiied, took iireeedonec of all ilie otlier Rajalis of llindooHlan, isaelcmiwledged 
by all writers, Hindoo and Mabometim, to have been tbe hu'geHt and most 
maguitieenl, of Indian cities, lint it is nimceessary to give any description of it, 
at present, as Jilabinood, dcligbfcod with the abject subniissjon of tlio rajah, who 
came ont witli Ids family and threw himself iqiun Ids mercy, loft it ludnjurcd, 
after a aiiort stay of tlin'o days.' fie next bent hm atepa towards Wiittra, one JSuiti.i 
of the most famou.s .seats of Hindoo ,sn]iei'.stiti.ou. The treatment it experienced 
was very dilfei'imt from that of CanougO. Dtiring twenty da,ys of plunder, 
Mabmnelan fanaticism and licentiousness had Lheii' full swing, and every kind of 
outrage on luimanity was perpetrated. In the midst of these horrors, Malnuond, 
wliilc strnclc with the luagnllicenoo of the huildings, divided his thoughts between 
them and the inmionse sums which, it mn.st have cost to erect them, and wrote 
bo the govetnor of (.ihumee a letter, of which the following very oharaotoriatio 

’Tlitaonconiagnlficsutchyltaa lohg ainoo fallim I and oticy foruicil a pluoo Of retreat for dosiwradoos 
todeoay. Xta niiiia art now aiiwoimdod with jungle, I of ellJdnda, 
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|iaMS!i(j;e lias lioou pi-iAsi'rvTii;—-“lli'n) Llii’i’o aiT n, Llunisaiiil I'dilii'i's as lirm as tlic 
laitli of llic taitlil'nl, iuomL dI' thi'iii iiiarltK', lie,silk's iiiiiimu'i'r'ilik' l(‘iii]ili's; iiur is 
it likely that this city h.iH iihlaiiu'd its pia'aciii. eoiulil.iiai hut at. Ihe e\]H'nue ut' 
i\uu>y lullUoiis of dinars; nor (‘oukl wueli onotlu'r In'emistrueled iiiidiT a peiaod 
ul' two ('eiitni'k'S.”' Aflto' leaving Muttra,, Mahiimud .stoi'iiied ,se\eral oilier 
tinvuM, hud waste a hu'ii;!' ('.’cbeid, of eunntry, and then returned to (llun'iiiee, Avilh 
an inciileuhihle aluoniit of spoil and above kOOO eaplives 

Of the two jK'Kt Indian eviu'ditioua of iSultan Mainnood, wliieh toolv plaee 
respe.etively in lOi^and 10211, Iho .secoml only i.s de.sei’\ iiio-of iiol,iei‘, beeaiise 
diirine' it a Mahometan oarri.son was, for tlie lir.st time, iiermanenlly stalioned 
beyond the Imlns. 'flits urienviM,ble dtstim-tion belongs to the eil,y of bahure, 
whoso rajah, deipal 11., the siifee,s,sor ol' Auanyyal, after snbniitl.iie.; lo 
Rlahmoud and li vino- for .some time on li-ienilly terms with him, w a i (eni|iled 
in !UL ('vil lionr to throw oil’ Id.s alh',yianee. 'I’lie result, which miy,lil easib' 
liavi' boon fore.seeu, was the loss of all his territories, whirh ^^el■e furth\\illi 
amu'.xed to (IlniKuee, 

Wt' have now arrived at Sultan Malmiood’s last esiiedition to India 1 (, i,s 
generally ree.k-uuod as his twelfth, and has made more noise than all the resi, 
thmigh Its politieai results were, not important. Its destined gutd \va,s Sumnanth, 
one of the most celelivated seats of Hindoo .superstition, sitiinteil neai' (he slioi'e 
of the Arahiau Sea, in the south of the jieuinsiila of (hijerid,. To (Ids espi'di 
lion, tiinatieism and ihe love of plunder apjiear to liave heeu the artuiitiiM; 
motives, 'fhe, way from Hlmznee to SoiuuauUi luy for huudivds of mile', 
through a. parelu'd sandy desert, The army, who.se numlx'i's are not, ul.ded, .set 
out in iSeptember, 'lOSt, and reached Mooltaii in tletoher. Fur transport, 20,(10(1 
camels had been provided; and as the .sohlii'rs had mori'over lieen order'd lo 
carry ns large a sup[)ly as possible of provisions, wa,i,er, and forage, Ihe 
dillicnlties of the desert were surmomd.ed without any .serious di.saster, and Ihe 
expedition made its appearance in the eultivated emmti'y around Ajiiieer. The 
Tlhidoo.s, timugli awa,rc of the tlireati'ned attack iipini their temple, had ealeu 
latud on a dHIereut route, and wore, in C'on.seipieiU'e, so totally uiiiirepared kir 
resistance, that their only safety was in llighi,. I’lie usual devaslatiou liillowed, 
and the city of Ajmeer was given up to plumk'r. (loutlnuiug his progre.ss, 
Mahmood outered. (kijerab, and arrived at Anhnlwura, its ('iipital, lie might 
easily liaye made himself muster of it, for the rajah had iled; hid, lie was ini.i'Ot 
on higher game, ami refn.sod to be turned a.side from il,. At length iSommuitli 
WHS reached. It was .situakHl on a ])eiun,sula,. which a fortilied Isl.hums eunueeled 
witli the, maiulaml. Here he was met hy a hevalvi, wlm ihdied him In iJie name 
of the god, and menaced him with destnietion. iMalmiood only answered wHli 
a shower of aiTows, and cleared the walls of defenders, who hastened i,o the idol 
to prosteato themselves beforo it and implore its lu'lp, Aleantime ihe lie.siegem 

' Btigg’s Wcrishloi, vol. i [>. G8. 
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iidv.uu'L'd, and luwl nearly ed'ected aii entrainv, when i,lu- deleiider-, j oLnraed and ad 1021 . 
I'oiinhl^so I'lniuiisl y, FliaL Uieir ('neniios, imiihle Lo make g'ood a footing, weii'i'orced 
1(1 i-elire 'Pile iit'xL day Hie aUaek was ii'pealed and assumed Hie loiinol' a, 
yeiK'i'.d assa,nlk huL Hie rcssulL was Llie .same d’lie third day epeiied still more 
ivrojiitionsly for the deleiidm-H, t‘m- M'veral native eliiedk liavine united their 
Ihrei's, liad advanoed In tin' nssone 'I’lie atlaek eimld not he eontinued till this somnnuUi 
iK'w eiK'my was di'iposed of The hatth' wliieli ensued was Curiously eontested, 
a,nd seemed atone time idiout to he decided in Cavour oC thi' lliiidoos liy the 
'.iiddeii ai'i'ival oC the H,aja,h of Anhulwara witli a large hody of froHh troojis 
'I’lu' Maiuimetaiis, who had pi'cviously hei'u iinahli' to do moi'(' than maintain 
their ground, now lu'^au to wavei', and a gimei'al roiih' was immimiMt, when tlu' 
sultan, re(‘urring' to a (hwiet' which had .succeeded with him on other oeciisiona, 
jirostratofl hiiu.selC in jircsonee of hi.s army, and then, as if eonlidi'iit that lu.s 
pra_yer had het'u li(‘a.rd, leagu'd to his horse, raisc-d the wav cry, a.nd rnshod into 
th(‘ thiek'cwt of the Jighl, Cii.s troo[).s, ashamed not to follow where fiucli a 
masti'v would h'ad, followed clo.so iqion hi.s track, and bore down all liefore 
tlu'in The eiitie.d monu'ut was passed, and they had gained a eoinplote 
vietoiy No further attem[it was made to defend tlie tt'inple, and the dofeiiders, 

In the numher of tOOO, took to Llieir boats Mahmoud, in tht' eouv.se of his 
plundering,s, had seen Llu' Intel ior of many Hindoo temples, hut the maguilieenec 
of Momnauth vvas so .sur]ia.ssiiig' that it (illed him with wonder. The interior, nsujioidnt 
wliose lolly I’oof was siiiiporl.ed liy lifty six jdllars curiously I'arved and glittering 
with pi'ei'ions stones, received its light, not from the smi, Imt from a, la,in[i which 
was HU.spemled in its centre hy agohh'ii elmin. Tin'real object of worship at 
(Somuauth wan .sinpily a cylinder of stone, hnt Keri.shta takiss no iiotuio of it, 
and .says Unit the idol, IA feet in iieiglit, Imt ,six of tliem sunk he-iioatli the 
surface, stood opposit(' the I'litraneo. Mahmood at once ordered its do.struction, 
hnt hesita,ted when the BeahmiuH threw tlii'niKolve.s at his feet implorino' him 
to M[)are it, and oUering an imtumi.se ransom Aftei- a mome-utary pau.se, 
('xelaiming' that he would I'ather he known as a hroakm- than as a .sollor of 
idols, he struck" the idol with his mace Hi.s followers instantly followed uj) 
the blow, till the idol hroko a.sunder. It was hollow, and diHclo,sod diamonda 
and other je.wel.s of inuuense value hidden within it. Mahmood was equally 
.sui'pri.sed aiul delighted, The treasum ohtaiued far excfK'dod the amount of 
rnu,som which tlu’ priests had offered, a,ml was regarded hy him and his foJlowor.s 
as a gift IVom the Tmjihoi. in return for the zeal which they had tiisplayed in 
his cau,s('. 

'f wo i/ieecs of the idol were sent to Mocea and Alodina, and two to Ghuznoe. «« 

Gue of (ihe latter was in the palace and auobhov at the grand mosque in the SomnautiL 

aixtoF'uth century, when h ori.shta wrote his history. It is .somewhat remarlcablo 
that ho say,s nothing of the gRte.s of the temple, which, according to a preva¬ 
lent tradition, were also ourried to GhiiZnco, and ultimately formc<I one of the 
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passage lias boon iireserveO;—“Tlcro ihoir arc a, lliou,saiiil cdiliccs as Hriii as lln' 
ikitli of the faithful, most of them marljlo, hesidcs iiimiiiicrahli' Icinpics: nor is 
it likely that this city has atlaimsl its ])rcsciit comlitioa hwt at (he cxpauhc uf 
many luillious of iliiiars; nor eoiilil sucli another he eonslriieted under a pi'iiod 
of two centuries.”' After li'avintf Muttra, Maluiiood .stonneii seieral oilier 
towns, liihl waste, a laroo oKtent of country, and tluai n'tiirued to (ilui/iiee, \\ illi 
an incalculable amount of s))oil and ahove .5000 ea|>tives 

Of the two next Indian exjx'ditionH of Sultan JVlalnnood, svhieli took [ilaee 
re.spec.tively in 1022 and J023, the .second only ia di'servino'ol iioLiee, hi'eaiise 
during it a, Mahometan g-arrison was, for tlie first time, pf-rmanenlly slalioned 
beyond the Indus. This nnemnahle distinction helougs to tlie eity of Ir.diore, 
whose rajali, Jeiiml II, the .siieee.ssor of Anangpal, afti'r sidimiltine, lo 
Mahmood and living for sometime on fi'iendly Li'i’ins uitli him, was lempled 
tu an ovLL hour to throw off his allegiaiuae 'I'he result, which niight easily 
have hceii foreseen, was tiu' ]os.s of all his territories, which w'ere forlhnilh 
annc'xed to Gluizuee 

We have now arrived at Sultan Mahmooil’.s last e.\p(‘dit,ion (o India It is 
generally reckoned as hi.s twelftli, and lias made more iioisi' than till Ihe real, 
though its political results were not important, lisdestiiwd goal was Sumnaufh. 
one of the must celebratisl .sea.ts of Hindoo .sH|)ei‘.stiliou, .situated near llie .shore 
of the Arabian Sea, in tlio south of the ])('ninsula of (injeraL To (his espedi 
tioii, fanaticism and the love of plundei' apjicar to have been the aeln,-ding 
motives. The way from (Ilmzneo to Somnauth lay for hundri'ils ef milci 
through a parched sandy de.scrb. 'J'he army, whose nninliei's are not .stnled, ,sel 
out in Septemhei-, 1024, and reached Mooltau in OctoluT. h'or traiisporl, 2ll,0()() 
camels had been provided; and as the .soldiers had moreover lieen ordered (o 
carry as large a .supply as possible of provisions, wiiUm’, and forage, the 
difficulties of the desert were, surmounted without any .serion.s di.saster. and I lie 
expedition made, its appearance in the cultivated country around Ajineer. The 
Hindoo,s, though aware of the threatened attack iiiiou tlmir temiilc', had ealen 
lated on a different route, and were, in cnn.seqixeuee, ,so totally unprepared for 
resistance, that their oidy safety was in Might. Thu nsua,l devastiitlon Followed, 
and the city of Ajineer was given up to plunder. C'ontinniug his jirogrcHS, 
ifahmood enterod Gujerat, and arrived at Anhulwara, its capital. He might 
easily have made liimself master of it, fur the rajah had tied; hut he was intent 
on higher game, and refused to be tinned aside from it. At length Honuiauth 
was reached. It wa,s situated on a pcniaHula. which a fortilied i.sthum.s eonneeted 
with the mainland. Here he was met by a berakl, who deluMl lum in the nmue 
of the god, and menaced him with destruction. Mahmood only answei'ed with 
a shower of arrows, and cleared the walls of defendor.s, who hastened to the idol 
to prostrate themselves before it and implore its help. Moautinie the hesiegora 

' Bribe's t’BrisMa, vol, i, p. .ijS, 
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iiil vanL’i'il, iuid had iicaily (‘irocknl an oiitraiicc, wlu'ii Ilia dcl'eiidiTS ivLiu'ued and a n io:i. 
longhLso Fiiriiiusly, fchal tlieir laioiuic-!, niial)k' Ln mahc gooda fooLiiig, were forced ^ 
ho rehiro. 'I'ho next, da.y Uie ahhaek was repeahed, and assnined hhu fonn of a 
g'iMK'Val assauth, huh ilie result AvaH Iho waiiK' 'I'lie Ihird day (>|)('iu'd still laoru 
pro|)itioii,sly for the (Icdendera, foi' ,se\ei’al native ehiefs having nnited their 
forees, had advaiieed to the reseiK' 'I'he aUa<-k lioidd not he eoatiniied till this sonmiuith 
lanv ('neitiy was dlMjio,soil of. d’ho ))attle which ensued was fui'inusly contested, 
and ,S(H'iuod at oiu' time ahout l,o he deciih'd in favour of the Hindoos hy the 
.smhhm arrival of the flajah of Anlmlwai'a with a largo body of fresh troop.s 
'file Mahometans, who had piawdonsly hea'ii nnahthi to do tuori' than luaintain 
their ground, now h(‘g,in to waver, and a. genuriil route was iniminont, wdiou tlio 
.sultan, ri'curring to a device wdiieh had succeeilod with him oil other occasions, 
prostrati'd hiinself in pri'sonee of hi.s army, and then, as if coulideut that his 
prayer laid (khsi heard, leaped !o Ins hor,so, raised the war cry, and rushed into 
the thickest of th(' light. 11 is fci'oop.s, ushamed not to follow where sucli a 
master would lead, followed clo.se upon lii.s track, and bore down all liofore 
them 'I’ho eritioul moiueut was jrassed, and (>hey had gained a coiiipleie 
vietory. No fui'ther a,l,tc'iupt was madi' to defeud tlu' tmuple, and the defenders, 
to the immhi'r of tOOO, took to their boats Mahinood, in I,la* course of his 
lihmdei'ings, luul seen tlu' inl.erior of many Hindoo temples, hut the luagiiilhvneo 
of Hoiunauth was so sur|iasHing tha,t it (ilhsl liim with womlor. The interior', aaraiotuai 
whose lofty roof was supported hy fifty-six pillars eurioiisly carved aud glittering 
with (ireiiioUiS ,si,ones, reeeivetl its light, not fi'om the sun, hut from a, la.nrj) which 
was .siispeiKled iu its centre hy a gohleu chniu. The real ohject of worship at 
Hoimiauth was simply a, cylindei' ol" .stoue, hut ll'ei'islita takes no notice of it, 
and ,sa,y,s tha,t the idol, 1,5 feet in luaglil., hnt six of them sunk henoath the 
.siirfane, .stood opposite the entrance. Malmiood at once ordered its destruction, 
hut hesihiied wlien the, Ihrahruhis tlirew themselves a,i his feet Imploring him 
to Hiiare it, and olferiiig an immense vansoui. After a momentary pause, 
exehiiming llia.t he would rather ho kiiowii as a hreuker than a.s a .sollor of 
Idols, lie struck the idol with his mace. Ilia IoHowcth iustantly followed up 
the hlow, till the idol broke asunder. Jt was hollow, aud disclosed diamond,s 
and oilier jewels of immenHO valuo hidden within it Malmrood was eipially 
.surprised and delighted. I'lm tr-easure ohtaiiiod far exceeded the a,mount of 
ransom which tlm jane.st.s ha,d olVcred, a,ud was regfU'ded liy him and his followers 
as a gift from the Prophet in return for the xeiii W'luoh they had displayed in 
hi.s ea.nse. 

Tavo iiiecos of the idol weri' .sent to Mecca and Medina,, and two to GlnUJiieo. Tra.iiOon m 
■I . t(iU«>giaa»''E 

One, of the hitter Ava.s in the palace aud anoUior at tho grand nuisrpuj in the soamwah. 
Hixtoenth ccTitviry, when ii’eri.shtaAVToto Jus liistory. It is somewhat remarkablo 
tlmt 1u> says nofchiug of the galas of the temple, which, aecoi'ditlg to a prova- 
lent irmlltiou, were also carried to HJuiaace, and ulthuately formed one of the 
Vin,, f. 
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Ai).]() 2 .t. trophies placed on Sultan Mahmood'.s toml). The silciieo o:l' Ferislita, throwH 
noiiKidcrable cloulrt on the aiitlienticifcy of the tmditioii; tor the. gat('H Kliovild hn.vc? 
been tliere in his time, and if there, he certiHn]_>' vroulil liavo,^ mentioned them. 

Iji', ti\iw art it- may, i-lio 

■ ”— "-j- t-niditimi was wo iinuly 

'H-lieved, tlia-fc when the 

„ « Britisli army liiia.lly 

li 1 ”ev« ilK:#iI quitted (Jahool, in 'IS'T2, 

the nates vrere hronnht 

■K, X'fF T.r-'MW',!teWn» .«5S®®»:r5^5Ki®lis5@SSS»|i| Lord Klh'ulioronidi tlien 

i£-i StJ ¥' ..^fW $1t! cii... ... i,iu. ™,i.. 

If^lp of a. vei'y pompons, 

nnehristian, a,ml impolitic 

^wa| t , , 1 i. ' 

iV;'|g^i time iit .Anlmlwara, with 
which, as^^^well us Uin 

i'^4|[ he'is said to have liad 

„ „ Many other mannilicenlj 

Gateh of SoMKAurii.—I' rom Hart s Aiglian Hociiery. '' ^ 

projects pii.ss(’:!d liivong'h 

suitLin hi.s mind, hut they all vanished in .smoke, and he contentei.l Idm.sell' with 
iwo^e™.'"' setting npi a new rajah in Gnjerat. The person .selected wa.s iui a,nohor<'.t of 
the ancient royal stock, and seem.s to have recommended himself to MaJinmod 
as the peivson most likely to yield him implicit submission. .Another member 
of the royal stock thought himself better entitled to the rajahship, and, to 
prevent a disputed sueceasion, his perso.ii was secured. AViicn Ma.limood Wirs 
leaving Gujerat, the anchoret rajah requested that his competitor migiit bo 
delivered up to him; and, on the assurance that his life would be .spa,red, the 
request was granted The hypocrite kept his prorni.so to the ear. lie was too 
holy a irnah to he guilty, of shedding, the blood of any living creature. .He 
; : only d a hole, in which he meant . to. have immured ,hi,y pri.sorier,' and: regale 
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Gateh of SoMKAurii.— From Hart's Afglian Hociiery. 


> l'>rg\TS 80 Bx,m liis Ari'M(edur€, - tor re^uiuiaaiiou ty ’Hiiulw(> Avoylsv .wia im Un? 

Hayfi tiliat tliestj gates, 3 ?.o( of Eaiiflal Avbod, but of .■ ;(jj.'uaiicioutij! aresiiiiUar to thosyof.fclVo iuostjiurof 

fciie yoddi of; XotiJoiiu at CWo,' tliqy^hoy 

tradity^ of .fcheity liitviiig: beeii .i tbo, gates -of ibe stiyctiojy and tliat tbo Itko qroavimuliiUibn waa usotl 
teinplo :at Bomuyilh 13 . at.tlie oxWouio finds of UieiMoHloiu tiiiipifo. ,. ' 
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liis o;u' wiLli lil.s "roinis. IJy a wliii'l of lorLiiuo Llic posit,inn of ilio pm Lies was a n inso 
reversed, and Llie iinehoret, du[iosed Iroiii liis rajalislii]), was eousigned Lu tlie 
Avhile Lke t,liroiu‘ was oeeupieil by bis hiLended vicLitn 

T'liougb Maliiuood luul niude his (Inst paswioo aeroNs the disseit wiLliovit loss, ui 
lie was le.ss fortuiiaLc in retuniino- Ib' Jmil (‘injiloyed Hindoo guides, wlio kejit 
Llie army wandering for Lliree days and nlglils over desolate traets, wliere 
neither forage nor water emild be (inind Number,s of tlie troops diisl ravine 
mad, from the intoleralile, beat and thirst Maliiuood, Huspectiiiy that the guides 
liad not eired, but li'd him wilfully astray, put oiu' of tlieni to the torture, and 
wruiie' IVoni him a eonfesHton that he was 
one of the ]iriests of Sonmauth, and liad 
sought, by misleading- tlm army, to insure 
its de,strnotioii, and therehy ohtain a rich 
ri'vongi'. 

On I,be liomeward inareli, Mahmood was 
greatly liarassed by a tribe, of .Juts, Avbo arc 
(le.sevibed as oecnjiying; a district inter.seeLed 
by rivi'i'.s, wliieli form immin'ou.s islands 
He deti'i'inlned to eliasl.lHe them; and with 
tills view took up a jiosltlou at Mooltaii. 
wberi' be ordered I fOO lioal.s to lie luiilt, 
and armed with iron splices projeeting from 
the bows and sides, l,o .seeiu-e them against 
being boarded, as tlu' Juts wm-e partuailiii'ly 
d(‘x(,erouK at this .speeie.s (if wavfai-o. A 
.serie.s of naval engagi'Uic'iits were foiiglit in 
till' mngbboiirliood ol' tlio locality when' 

Ah'xaiuler e(|uipped bis (lent tliirteen eenturies before. After a d(‘sperat(^ 
struggle the Juts were overpowered, and tlio.se Avho bad not fallen in liattle 
were earj'ii'd off into slavery. 

Mahmood returned ill trimupli to ((Inusnee, but had eeasod to he oapahlo of''rniimMMi'B 
enjo)'uig it, for ho wa.s suHering under an exorueiatiiig disease, which carried 
him off. Aiu'il 21), lOJO, in the sixty-third year of his ago, and the thirty-fifth 
of his reign, Two day.s liefore, liis death, ho onlo.red all tlie gold and jiroeioii.s 
stones which ho po.ssessed to he placed lieforo him. He wapt with regret to 
think hoAV soon lu’ must part with them for ever; bat ho had not the lieai-i, to 

' Tlio (,wo minin-.i or iiilliira oiitfiiilo tlw oily of Inistoo of tha fivilli, tin- violory OKnvneil, llio I'oaou 
(flmmioo woro ovocinl, us apponrs from imioriptiiiiia of MobIoiub, ilio aid ofllio llestllulo, tlio inuniflowiro 
ill Kiilio rlmractm-fi apoii lliom, llm ouo ncariwl Ilia (‘ndoiyait Malimood (may (lod glarib Idi, tastimoiiy), 
villiisso lit Ror.tth by Mivlmuind, Ibo olliar (neiu-coti bon of Sabdlilaflaon, Uio rliampioii of ebampiouB, 

Ghu/.iioo) by Mawiooil, Bciiuif Mahmood. '.riieiiiBcnp- the omir of Moslenia, orilrrod tlio coHstrmitioii of 
t,iouonMttlimood’fliilllm'iiin'ifiillows:-~‘‘[ftlheiiaiiio UiIk lofly of loftiest of inomimoiitB! iiiid of ii iier- 
of Ood lliti most iiioroifiil “tlio liijili and iriiglily Rid- tiiility it 3 wb been hapidly and proBjioroiisly coin- 
taii, llici mclie of Islam, llio ri^jlit arm of liio stale, jdotod,”— Jmti-nat i>f Aniafli' Soeifl// oj Jienffal, 1S4.S. 
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bestow any of tliein ay I'aiwvell jirc'sc'iils, and simply caused iliein (o lie (alvcii 
back to th(' trcasiuy The next d<i_y he onleied .i lecien ol' (he .iini) .iml, 
fjcatod on Ids travelliti^ thiuiie, s.iw all his elephauis, camels, Imiii's, am! 
chariobs pass hefou' liim lie (easled his ejes, but could uol, s.il'sl’y his he.iil, 
and ouGc more huisi into tcais 'I'lu' day aCtii he lay on his lud a liCelc'-s 
coi'pse, and am impressive exaniplo ol the vanity oh huiiiau vvishe-, 

Avarice, which was one of his iuhii£;- passions, is eeiicially supposed (o be 
iuconipatiblo with txuc greatness, and yet it is impossible In dimy lhal Siillau 
Mahiuood tlm founder ol the Mahometan liulian enpiire, possessed in a high 



CSoixi AND Hihvni Coins oi Maumoo»> ‘ 


degree many of the ([iialilies vvhleh have 
jiroeined for nihev sovevcieiis (he name ol' 
(Ireut -lie gained signal vidoties, made 
um((U('sts, and by tlu‘ ahilily o( Ins go\(.|n 
ment letained Ihein, adorned Ids lapilal 
with inagmtici'iit buildings, and kep( a 
s])l(‘U(lid eourt, to which lie allivnled niaiiy 
of the most distinguished writeis of liis lime 
lie must thus have been a muniliei'iit pidvon 
of literaturo and ail, though one of the 
greatest blots on his reputation was his 


treatnii'nt of Ferdiisi Thai, ei lebialed poel 
long lived at his eourt, and was comruissioni'd (o write a poinn, I'ot whieh he 
was promised at the rate of a dinar a line Thi're eaxi be no doubi, lhat a 
golden dinar was understood, but Mulnnood, on nuiking ]iayment, had (he 
mGamio,ss to take advantage of the ambiguity in the term,' and gave only 
silver ITerdusi ipiitted the court in disgust, and took his invenge by laniiehin'g 
at its sovereign a .stinging satire Mahmood was magnanimous enough not 
^ - ,, . oiily fo forgive him, but to endea 



vour to make amends fm the pasi, 
by sending him a rich preseid ll 
was, unfortunately, loo hde, for 
while Miihmood's messenger enter 
e.d at one dooi', Fiadnsj was being 
carried out on Id.s liier at another 
Malimuod does no! ligyive as a 
logiKslator, hut .several iineedotesaK' 


„ , which (diow that he luul a 

ExTrjiroR uv feuirw MakmoodS Tomb - ITnifcrt Afoimn Scoiiory i . 

luglv Ht'nsc ofju.stieii, and oecauion- 
ally made great .sacrifices of personal feeling in iidmiri is ter iiig'it. OniMif thewi 
anecdotes will hear repetition. Air inhabitant of Glunsueo, nidiappy in Jiaiub 


’ Gold coin of MaUiuoocL—-woighi;, 76’8 graiiia, 
A.IIfc 385, Bntiidi Mu'^eiuU. On rnvor'te, “fifalio- 


jnecT, 'tlin npORUe of (aovl ^vhwl\ lie fjynii M’ltli iilHtH’lC'" 
iiou Amt till' fuiG faitil), ilmf Inj oxnU it lUmvo 
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SOUK' wifo, coiii))l;iiiio(l 111 the King (li.it ouo of his eouitieih, wlio had eoiicoivcd j\ d lo.o 
a jiassion (oi lioi-, look roi'cihle possession of liis house e\i‘iy iiJi^ht, inid turned ^ 
hiiu into tlie sli'oel, vvliere he was oliliycMl to ii'iiiaui till the iutiiulei chose to 
lake liiu ilepai'luiri' lie liiul souehl lediess (ioiii tlie ])ropor jiidnos, and huled SmniDnj 
(o olilain i( d’lie sultan, uuhp,iiant, ordi'rcd the man to s.iy iiothino, hut to 
hasti'o haik to hiiti llu' fiist tinu' Ihe ^ross outraijjc' w<is re]>eated Etc had not 
loll” lo wait 'I’he sultan, on 
heinif inliinned, wrapped a loom' 

(loalc ahoiit him, and w.is eon 
dueled (o Ihe lionsi' On entei- 
in,” the ehamlier he I'ouud tin' 
fpoHy paities asleep A li”ht 
was huuiine Ile extineuished 
it; and tlien, goine up to tlie 
hod enl, oir the adulterer’H head 
at a stvoki'. d'his done, he 
called for a light, and on (>\- 
amiiiing tin- I'eatiiies ol' the 
adidleiev, threw Imuself pius- 
iralo on the gmund, and gavi' 
ntlerauec' to his joy in l/luuiks- 
giving 'I'Ue avxduehuia manner in which the otlcui'e was eomnnttod hiul con¬ 
vinced him Hint the oUeiider must he niii' of hia sous, or iieai relatives Jle 
liad (sxtinguiHlual the liglit h'nl natural alloctiou luigldi stay liis liaiul from 
doing justice; and now that it was done, he was rejoired to Ihid that his 
Mispielons were niiFoniuled, and that lie had not hei'ii nnder Iho ncceasity of 
stiuuing' his liaiids with (hi' blood of oni' of (ho memheis of Ids own family 

Sullan Mahmoud loft a will apjiointing hi'i son Mahomed his sncce.ssor Mi™oi.ii 
Anollier .son, Musnood, Mahomed’s twin hrother, biit horn some liouns later, 
eoneeived he had a'l good a title hloth Hon.s were absent at the time of thoie 
hdlieiss di'iith, hut Malmnied, on his arrival hi (Ihn/moe, was crowned. Miisaood, 
however, was the I'avouriti! both of .soldiers and peojde, and the lioiriehold troops 
marched oil'in a body to join him A large finvc, headed by an Indian ehiel, 
and eomjioHed priueipally of [liiidoo cavalry, was .sent in ]mi',snit, Imt in the 
encounter which took ]ilaee, (he Icing’n party wa.s defeati'd Meanwhiki Musaood 
was hastening on to assert Ida clahii, and was met by tho hon.sohohl troops at 
Nishnpoor. Before aeiiially a^ipetdlng to arms, he olferod to divide the empire, 

(ill otlu'i tu’i’f'dii, twoii lliciuidi unWjUavui’H lio adverfio ' Tht mRoriatioli, in Kufiii clitaivctoiA, on tiio t-ai* 
tliiauhi" (A'wiwi, HuiaUix. ;«!, aiul Ixi, 9). On tlio lopliagns of Mulimood’u tonili ifs to tho followiig 
oIh'uuH', “ Ilommiou hoth past mid falnri'ja o£ <iotl, tharo lio forgivonois of «od, npOh 

imd ill ihfit day tU« l-'iiilliful (.laU l-ojoico in tlio aid Mm wlio ia tlio groat Jcml, tlio nohle Viram-n-dm 
of tho nord” (A'lzran. Murnh xxx. 4, p).-Sijvor coin Abnl Caaim irMimond, tlinBon of .SohoUtogiu. May 
of Maiunood woiglit, 50 the Ooiyia of UoiIIiavo niai'oy upon liini.”~JniM nat o/tfie 

the Kill (/«<ij OTzmcjii, by Bdward Tlioina'i. I.on, Wi>S, Sooiotpof JKof/al, IKdO. 
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by I'ctainlng merely tlie portions wliicli be had hiinselC eom^iiered. 't'lu' "idy 
coiidltioii he addc'd wan, tliaL in Lhe Khootba, or juililie prayer for Llie .sovi'ri'ion. 
Ilia name Hbould be read lii'sb within hi.-, own dominioua. Mahomed reCuhed (,o 
consent; and a civil war broke out, which U'rininiited in his ovi'vlhi'ow and 
captni'e According to the barbarouK practice oC the times, be wan depriv'ed 
oF sight, and imprihoned Muaaood mounted tlie tliroiie lie was rmnark 

able For pev.sonal strejigtii. kerblita. says (vol i p i)d), that “Ida nrrovv, alter 
|iiercing tlie strongest mail, penetrated the. hide oF an eli']ihani; and Ids iron 
mace was so [londerons, that no man ol’ his time eonld raise it with one hand ’’ 
lEe was also distinguishefl by valour and liberality, ami not uidVeqiimd ly 
oH'ended his lather by bis hold and indepcmleut bearing. 

'I’he transactions oF Musaood’.s reign are not imporlani. OF Ibosi' relating 
to India, with wlueb here we have alone to do, the llrst desei-ving of noliee 
is fi.n expedition to that (‘ouatry in I03U. lie took (he nml-e Hii' Sonrsooty, 
situated among the hills of Cashmere, and on ariivlng at it, simnnoiied the 
gari'ison. It odbred to sulnnit, and be wa,s disposed to grant easy terms, till 
ho learned that sonic Mahouiotau merehants had been seized, a,ml were tlieii 
captives in thes fort. Enraged at the information, In' caused the dii.eli to he 
iilled up with sngar-cane.s from the adjoining plantat.ions, jilaiib'd seaiijig' 
ituidens, and took tlie place by storm Tiie garrison (i> a man were ]>ui to 
the sword, and ail the women am] cluldnm were (‘iislaved. 

In 1030, when a new palace was linished at Clniznee, emd-ainlng a gohh'ii 
throne, studded with jewels, and .sunnoiiiitod with a eanojiy, in wldeli was a 
golden cvoivn, seventy mannds in weight, snsponded by a golden ehain, and 
glistening witli jewels, Muaaood again sot out For India., mniiily with the 
view of reducing tlm fort of Haiisl, (tie ancient capital of Howalik. I'he 
Indians Ijelieve.d it impregnable; n.ud wovo coidirmod in tliia iidieP by tlieir 
ROotlisayera, wlio assurerl tliein that it was not desdned C/Vor i.o fall inio 
Maliomelan liands. Tlie result lal.sihe<1 their predictions, foi" in the eoiiJ'iSO 
of six days it was taken iiy storm. The treasure fouud in it was immense. 
Mirsauod next proceeded to Sonpnt, which lie Found abandoned. Leaving an 
oflleer in charge of it. lie retraced Ids ,stpp,s, taking po.s,session of all the coun¬ 
tries he liad left in his rear, and arrived at Lahore, tlio government of which 
ho conferred on ids son Modood. 

Mnsaood on ids return found full occupation in impelling the iSeljuks, who, 
after passing to the left liauk of the Jaxartes, and re.siding iln- .sohh' time in 
Transoxiana, had settled and acquired considerable inUnenee in KlioraMau, 
While they profe,ssed the utmost subinission to his authority, tiny were com 
stantly warring with Ida lieutenants and rawiging his ien-itorie.s, ' At ieugUi, 
in 1039, Toghrul Beg, a celebrated Seljuk warrior, mustered so .strongly, that 
Mnsaood found it neeos,smy to take tlie held in person. The decisive' baltlo 
was fought at ^endeean, near jVleiv, and ended, in consequence of tlie descrfciou 
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()I his 1 ui'kish JdUowoi'M, iu Miiaaood k coiii[)l('t(' dcfoiifc AlLer endt'avoin'iiig- to a.d iiit 
coUecti Iho wreck of his jiruiy, tie returned to Olui/.uee. lU'vo new Lrouljlus ~ 
awaited him , and, unable to wpress the iiuitiiiuiih spirit of Ids troops, ho begau 
to loolc to bulia as Ui ])laco ol refugo, inid liiially witlidrew to it in the hope of 
lx;iug ahlo to retrieve his alliiirs. Anarchy now reigned iineoiitiolleil in his 
capital. No sooner laid he crossed the Indus than his own guard,s attempted to 
]iliinder the trensm-y; a general insurreetion of tlie army uiunediately followed, 
and Mnsaood, being formally deposed, hi.s Iwother Mahomed, wliom he had kept 
in i)rlson, was r(‘stored A suvoreign (h-[»i'ive(l of sight was totally unfitted to 
ude in siudi troublous times, and lio devolved the adiuiuistratlon on his son 
Maned, one of whose lirst nets was to put M\isaood to deatli in 10 lO. 

Modood, ,son oj' Mnsaood, had, as wo have seen, Iteen appointed g’ovonior of 4foiU,i 
].jjd)(a'(', but was at Jja.lkh wJtcm his JafcJier was jaurdom). Wiihoafc Jo,sing a 
moment ho hasiemsl oast with his army, and cruslu'd hts rivals. Nhuznee still 
lay oiHin to the inroads of the Seljnk.s, but those formidable intruders Inid 
turned their attention more to the west, and Modood, wlio Iiad maiaicd Toghrul 
bog’s gnuid-daughter, l)oth inaiulained hiinselC iu (Ihuznoe and recovered 
Transoxiana In hulia atlvantagc was taken of his absence; and the Ifajali 
of Di'lhi, woiking on the feelings of the Hindoos, roused tliein to iinwojited 
exertions, At tlu' head (d' a powerful army he I'eeovered Nagarcote, overran 
grcfili part of the ihinjab, and laid su'gc to Lahore, whieli, however, made good 
its del'enee Modood, meanwhile, Avas unable personally to iTiterfere; and died 
in lO'b), without aga,in visiting India. 

lie left an iufaut sou, who was murdered by his uiiele Abul Idassan Amukwiu 
sm’ies of iisurpaLious, usually ein'eted, by great erimos, now took plaeej, and no 
ufuue of note occurs till 101)8, when Mnsaood IL ascended the tlirone, JOuring 
the sixteen years of his I'eigu, which ended with his death in 1114. he distin- 
gnislied himself more as a legislator tluui a warrior, though his generals carried 
his arms beyond the (hinges, Nor .some years lu.y court resided at Lahore, 

On the d(‘atli of Mnsaood IL, another usuriiation took jdaee in the person 
of his son Arslan, who, to soeuro the throne, impriaomsl Ijis brothova. The 
unnatural act diii not avail him; and he was, in his turn, deposed by Beliram, EoUram» 
the only brothel' who laid cseapiod impnsoiimoiit. Delnani’a reign, which lasted 
thii’ty-four yearn, was not inoro long than hrilliaut, and ho might have, trans¬ 
mitted his iiowsT unimpaired, had lie not been guilty of a crime wdiioh brought 
ils innnslmu'ut along with it, and led to the cxtiuctkiu of the Glraznee dynasty. 

It will be neecs,sary to go back a lew years in order to explain the crreiimstanceB. 

T’Jie territory of UhoT', situated, as has already been mentioned, among the 
nortliern ramifications of the Hindoo Koosli, la regarded by tbe Afghans as 
their original scat. At a comparatively early period it was invaded by the 
Arabs, and a large portion of its inhaliitants embraced Malmrnetanism, When 
the Arab dynastieM were overthrown, it i-esiuned its independeuee, and pre- 
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A Dills taervoil :L even while Sultiin Miilimood was oxtondiui^ his ('(iu(|ik'mIai eii eM-rj'- 
side h’wo geiioi'iitioiiK after, it. was Lreiielieroasiy seized by Modeed, luul hccaiue 
a de.peiideney of (Jlinzueis TLaviis .still, liovvcvor, governed |i,y i|s own piiiiees, 
wlio lued idinost on tei'ius of equality witli tli(‘ Sultans ol' (dm/.iiee One ol 
the.se ]ivinees, ealled Kutb-n-din Snr, li.nl niaiTled a dangliter of Snll.an lli'hrain. 
This aftliuty might have heeu supposed to hring' thi' honsi's of ((hn/.nee and 
(dlior into the most IVieudly relations. It turned out othei’vvlsi', Oini'renees 
aro.so; and Buhrani, having obtained |)osse.ssion of the, pi'i'son of liis .son in law, 
sallied the reputation which ho ha,d aeipiired for jusbiec' and humanity by 
poi,soiling' him. or ]mttino him to an open di'ath. Kutb-u-din Hur had I wo 
hrobher.s, Seif-U'din and Ala-u-diii They at onee llcw to arms to ai’i'uge his 
death; and, advancing- upon (Ihnznee, obliged Bchram to seeh an asylum 
among the inoiiiLtains of Kia’inan 

Heif-u-din, the elder hrother, established himself in (ilmznei*, and sent back 
most of hi.s arniy, under A!a-n-din, to I'eciiz Oob, bis foi'iiier capital lie 
tliought he had gaimsl the afteetion.s of the inhabitants, and only learned Ids 
ini.stako when it was too lat(‘ to remedy it A strong .attaelimeut was still fell, 
to the dynasty to wliieli Gbnznee owed all its pro.speril.y and its .splendonr; 
and, as soon as the winter had .set in .so sevendy as to previ'Ut all emmiumien 
tioii with Ghor, Beliram made Ids ap[ieara,nce at Lite head of an ai'iiiy. Seif 
u-din, totally unprc[)ared, was about to retire, 'when treaeheroas promisi'S of 
support from, the Inhabitants induced blui to niareli out a.ud, ri.sk a lad,tie. It 

was 110 .sooner emnmeneed than the greater iinrt of his troops passed over l.n 
his enemy, ibir a time lie was alile, liy the aid oJ' a .small Imdy of hi.s own 
people who remained staueli, to maiulain a.n unequal eontc'.st, but was al. 
length '.voiuided, over[)owei'e(l, and taken prisoner lieliram, instea.d of availing 
himself of the opportunity to wipe off' tlie stain whieli lie bad brought ou his 
reputation by tlie murder of the clde.st brother, acted .still more atroeiou.sly, 
Weif-u-din, after being igiiominiouMly paraded round the city, ami .suhjeeted In 
<wery spcoles of indignity, was put to death by torture. 

Ala-u-diii, the third brother, still remained, and set out burning foi' vmi- 
gennee. In hi.s eagerness, hi,s ])rcpa,ration,s were hnpeifeet; and behram, idiber 
in insult or beciui,se tiio blood already .shod had .satia,ted him, madi' aii off'er of 
peace. It was indignantly rc-jected, and the battle hninediately began to rage. 
Behrain’.s .superiority of mimbcr,s made the i.ssue for some lime dmditful bid, 
at last, when left almost alono, he turned his hack and (led from the liold, 

advanced ou Odmzneo, which could offer no resist, 
imoiiynnay ance. Its doom -svas .sealed. For three or seven day.s (for aiiemmt.s vary) (ire 
and sword coiitinned the. work of destruction, and a,II tlio proud moimmeiits 
which atto,sted the power, wealth, and splendour of the GhuKnavidc kings were 
laid m rums. Behram hastened to seek an asylum in India, but died before he 
had lound it. His son Khosru was more foiiunato, and reached Lahore, where 
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111 ' wiiM n'ci'ivoil wlLli iicrlinuiiLioiH, nnd fKi'il tlio .scat of liis oovevnmeufc llo 
ri'ioiKMi lill I I (iO, anil was siiccai'di'il liy his son Ivlinsfii iMolilc, at whoso disdli, 
ill I liSli, (ho last wri'oh ol' tlio (iliiMuavido ('ia|)iio jiiissod to tlio house oruhur, 
and the (Ihiiziiin’ide dynast,y hooiimo evtiiiot 

Tlio two last ri'ioiis have' aiitioi|)a,tod the eontso of the iiarrativ’e In order 
to resiiiui' it, it is iieeess.iry to rotiusi lo Ahi-iiHlin, and traeu the history of the 
hoiisi' ol'dhoi' thrmii^li him and his .snooi'ssors. 

After till' siyiial veiii^fiMiiei' taken for tlii' miirdis’of his two lirothers, Ala-n- 
din aelod as il the liis'oio jiart of his life laid been [ilayed out; and, retiiino to 
the old (ihoi'ite ea|ii(al of h'eni/, Ooh, he follovyod his iiatiiiul heiit hyo’iviiig 
himself ii|i to |)loasiiro. llo found it oven more peiiloiis than war vyoiild have 
he,' 11 , for the Seljiiki, under Multan Sanjar, dui'ino' an invasion of (Ihor and 
<lhuziio(', made iiiin prisoner. He was soon, however, .set at liberty, and 
iviu-itated in his dominions, which ho held fnr four yon ns, lill liis death in il.iKi 
iSliortiy before, lie had imia'isoued lii.s two nephews, (tlicias-n-diu anil Mliahah- 
n-din, with the view of seiiuriiio-the .su.‘eossion to fscif-u-din. Ids .sou; hut this 
yoiiiio prinee .set them at liherty, and rephe-ed tln'in in their govi'rnments His 
eonlideiiei' w.is not iiiispl.ieed, hut he liad reioiied little more than a yeili when ho 
fell hy the h.ind of an assassin He w.is sinsreded, in J1 57, hy the aliove enitsins, 
who ruled Joinlly and, eonlriiry lo tlie oeneral role in siieli eases, Imnnimionsly 
< iheins u dill .superintended the ti'iritnries in the west ~-Shnhul) u-dlu o.ivo his 
atl.entinii to the east; anil, from coiHolIdiilinp till' Mahimietau powi'r there, has 
sometimes heen thoiifj;ht to ha.ve, a hi'ttor tllle even than Hult.in Maliniood, 
to he regarded .is the true founder of the Mahniuidim (‘injiire in India, 

In I I7(i, he took the town of Ooeh, .situated at fcho point wliere tho rivers 
of the l’nnja,h, united into one Hiream under tho name of tlio Punjnud, join the 
li'ft hank of tho huliis, In 1 I7H ho niidortook an o-xiiodition to (iujorat, hut, 
it pross'd disastrous. His uexi, oxpodition, aftor ho liaiL mareliod twiiio to 
ijidiore, anil ohliirod Klinsru Melik, the. last of the Hlui/.navidi'.s, to sulmiit to a 
disiidvautii;.(oimM treaty, and eive hi.s son as a ho.stao'o, was Lo Seiude. llaviiifr 
eompletoly overrun it, ho oiioo nioro attiiokod Klio.sru Molik. This priuoo, 
assumiiiu tho omirago of despair, mado an allianoe with the Hnkkur.s, and opened 
tin' oam]ia,igu with the eaptuiv of one of his oiioiny’s stronnwl, forts, Hhahah-n- 
din, undor tlio pretext that ho '.vas ahonfc to march lor Khora,.sii,n, where affairs 
(md, a,ssiuut!d an alanninu afipoaraneo, inoreasod ]ii.s army, and ai, tho .sairm 
time miido ovorturos of ]H‘aoo to Kho.srn Melik, KCiidiiig bank his .son, whom he 
lielil ns a Imstnno, in proof of his Hincerity. The Rtratngom sncoceded. Khosni 
Melik, thrown eomjdckdy oiF his gum'd, .set out to woleomo. iiia 3'etiu'ning son, 
and was .surprisod hy Slialinb-u-din, who Hintoimdod ]ii.s camp witli a .sti-ong 
body of cavalry, a,nd took him ptisonor. Thalast of tho aimmiavides and his 
family wore amii to (jlmiasm-din, wlio imprisoned thorn in a ensUe. Here, 
ailei* a long confinement, they were all imt to death. 
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hlhaliab-\\-(lii\, being tluis left in Iiulia wiLluiut a MiiIioiik'L.iii liviil, di'lei 
mined to extend liis coiK^nests. It in |)ro))n[ile lie did iu)(. nniii'i|);d,e miicb 
dlffienlty, as bis drawn (Voni tbo warlike jn’evinee ol Uie wests must 

have been considered more tlian <1 inafceli toi' nuy Lliat Llu' Ifindoos could (i]i)ios(' 
to it. d’lio stj'uo-gle, liow(wi!r, was sewere. Ht'veral ot tlio Indian rajalw sue 
cesst'nlly luiuntaiued tlieir ground, while t’enr ot (beni yielded wilimut a maulul 
rc.sistanee. 

In this war of independence the Rajpoots jiavtitadarly (li.sting'nished tlieni- 
.selves. Belong'ing to the military elass in tin' original Iliiuloo system, they 
were ijorn soldiers, and lived under a kind o! military teudal syslem, \iot unlike 
that of the elans in tho liighlands of Scotia,ud and sonu' other couni ries. 
While each chief hail liis hereditary territory, all the chiefs licid under the 
rajah as their common head, and were thn.s in the po.sition mosi, lavoiirabh' for 
nrutod action and individual exertion. At the .same time they laboured under 
some disadvantages. Living idmost seehided, they bad a simi>liciiy ol maimern 
little fitted to protect them against ])olitieal wiles, and an indoleuee and los'o 
of freedom which inado it dilllenlt to keo]) them iiniU'i' regular discipline. 

Near the time of yiiahali-n-din,’ lliiuloostnu was mainly eomposi'd of I'oiii' 
leading .sovereigufcli's—Delhi, Oanougo, Ajmcei', and ('alJinjer. On a failure of 
heirs in the third, the beir-appareut of the liv.st bad beei\ adopbal, and thus 
Delhi and Ajmeet'were united rxnder one, bend. Thi.s arrangement had given 
great offence to the, liajali of Callinjer, who thought be oiiglil, to have liceii 
preferred in the adoption; and thus, when cordial union among Mu' rajahs 
coTX.stituted their otdy .safety, considerable diHSon.yiou ]irevaih'd. 'fhe di.suiilon, 
thu,s dangerous to them, was most opportune for Shal\ab-u-dln, who, taking 
advantage of it, made lii.s first attack on tho newly amalgamated, hut hy no 
means firmly cemented rajah.ships of Delhi and Ajmc.er, It coimnonccd in 
1191, with tlie capture of Batinda. He placc'd a, garrison in it; but had 
scarcely left when be learned that the Rajah of Dcdbi, at the lustd of a, ])oweiful 
confederation, was advancing again.st it with an u.viuy of 200,000 horse, and 
3000 elephants. In retracing lii.s ,ste[i.s to relieve tho garri.soii, he was met hv 
the enemy on the bauk.s of the Soorsooty, aliout eighty mile.s from Delhi. He 
immediately joined battle, but with forces so inferior that bntli wings, being 
outdankccl, bout backwards till they mot in the rear, and gave hi.s army tbo 
form of a circle. While .standing witluu its centre, alfairs looked ho doKporate 
that he was advi.sed to provide for hi.s .safety, Thi.s so enraged him tha,t ho 
cut doASTi tlie messenger sent with the advice, and rii.shed into the. entsny’.s 
lines, making terrible slaughter. The Rajah ol Delhi, obHoiwing wlioro ho 
amote, drove his elepha,nt light against him; but Hbahab saw Ids intentiou in 
time to frustrate it, and struck a blow with hi.s lance which knocked out a 

’ ferishta giveB his full nainsi a? Moiji-«-<Un I of MtvlKnneiX Ghoftiy, not an .joUa BovoMign, bixli 
ilsliouied Glioopy, audspoalta of liiitt under flio name ! Only as tlie general of UhOiaS’U-dlii, 
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iivuiiIk'I’ of Ills tl'cfli 'riu' i.ij.ili loUiriK'd Llxj tin nsl liy li'ttinc; lly an. anow, ad:i').> 
wliicli |ik'i('(Ml Hlinliiili’s liyht aini ll(‘Wiisoii tlio |ioint of I'.illhi", when oiio 
of Ills r.utlirul .liii'utl.uits np bolnml Imn and lioie luin oil' iho held, 

which Ins ininy had now nhuost wholly deseiled. ll,i\ine lecovoiud of his 
wound id Ijilioie, ho lotnined (o (Jhor, iind disoNioed llui olliccis tij whnse 
ih'soition lie iittiihufced his tlisoondiljiiu', (oinpolliiiij; Ihein io walk lonnd iho 
city with hoisc's’ inonth-lnit’s, flllod with bailey, .ihouL Lheii nedis 

Aftei a yeai, spetd) piuLly in jileasure and I’estivily, and ]uitly in pM'jiaiaLlnn sininin. 
foi a new (aiupiden, Shalnib set out Cioin (Ihn/neo at the head of 120,000 lurlitL 
elioseii. hoi se, and tonic the ro.id to India, wilhont disclosing his inleidions 
At heshawi'j iui iioi>d sayi', [irnstr.ibine himsdf hef'oie him, ,s.dd--“0 king, ne 
tinst in thy eondnet and wisdom, Init jis yet tliy design has heon a suhp'ct of 
luneh speeulation iimong ns” Sh.ihah leplhsl—‘Know, old man, that since 
tile time of my ttehsit in .Uindoost.in I Liiw ni'vei .sinmhered in ease, nor waked 
but in hunow and anxiety, I ha\'e, thi'veforo, defcoimined Avith this army to 
u'cover my lost honour from thosi' Idolafceis, or die in the aitemjit” 

On auiving at Lalioie, lie sent an lunliassador to Ajmeer, offering, as the no« 
only alLoinative, war or convei-sion. The raiali retained an indignant answer, 



Ahii lu, fuHu null tlio Clogt .1 1 >ow DKtm’s Slc«Uli of Mniiwim 


and immediately applied for .sncconr to all the ueighbrnning princes. It was 
readily grnni.ed; and an army equal to that which liad recently given them tlie 
victory iigain encauqied on the same field Tix this army wore 150 Rajpoot 
princes, “who had aworn by tlio water of the Oaiiges that they would oonquer 
their enemies or die martyrs to their faith," 'While the camps were vSi-jiarated 

’ Ajinoer was occnaiimally hie reHi’lBnoo of tire nnil is jiowousof tlio IiandBOiiitifit citif's in liritisli 

ompmor, iJotwiii'Ooi', wlin sviw hoio Visiteil, in ICKI, Inilia. OutheHiiumutoftli 0 lull,ln lliol),iclcgronmi, 

tjf Hir Tlioiiias Itoo, tliB ISnKlisll alnlwsBailor, Tn Btaiula a, iqxtiosa, ii^nnail 'r.irngluu', newly tin) imloa 

ISIS il, wnB oo’led 1a tho Britisli, and nnS then in » in cirmunfcraiieo, cajwblo at ciintaming 1200 man, 

niinoufl elati), fruinivluoli, tiow(i\oi-,it e0onfeoovoied, but test going in dooay,— ImivrMi $uteiUBi\ 
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AD by Llio Ratii’Konhy, the Indian prinecH soiit a nicssaD-c Shahal), wai'iiiiiy liiiii 
oL' bis fata if iiu porsisLed, bul aL Llic .same Lina' (dlVMin;; b) allow him Lo rctraai 
in saXiity. bfci was so liuiuldo in bis aiaswef (liaL Liiay ai/ oiu'o aiiribub'd il. I.i* 
fuiiT, anil, in Llie midst ol tbf'iv joy, s^avo tlioinsi'lvc'S n]i to I'ovolry, Dbabab, in 
anticiiaUlon of tho ellbct which his inos,s:i!^'o would la-oduco, piojiai'cil I'nr a 
Hurpi'iso; iiud, liy tile enily dawn, liavin;.^ forded tlio viver, was in tlio camp ol 
the Indians before they had the least nutiee ot his a,ppi'oaeh. NoLwithsiaiidine; 
the confusion, they niauayed to lirinc' tliuir line into tolerahh' onks', and had 
ooiitiuucd the contest till near sunset, w'licn fdhahah, plaeiiiy‘ hiniscli at the 
iiMiaM,, head of 13,000 chosen hor.soinen, covered with steel ariuoiir, uiadi' a, furioii i 
cliaTgc, vidiieh carried the day. The. Indiaus were panic struck, and the 
Mahoiuotaiis had nothing' to do huh shiaghter them. Many rajahs Icll on tin' 
field; the Hajah of Delhi and Ajuiecr Mars taken, prisoner, and allcrwanl'i 
put to death in cold blood. T'lio immodiato results ol the victory were the 
surrender of the forts Boor,sooty, Baiuaiia, Kovaui, anti llansi, and tlu' ea|)ture 
of Ajmeer, wliero all in ami.s rverc pub to tlic sword, and the rc'st ri'Stn'vcd Ibi' 
slavei'y, 

Bhiihab next turned his anus towards Delhi, hut was propitiated by lire- 
sents. On liis return to Olmznee, ho marched nui'tli Lo tho Bcwalilf MountaiiiH, 
plundering and destroying wlitu'cver lie Avont. After lu' had i'caelied liomi*, 
r.^pinin EihuU, the offieei’ Avhoin he had left with a strong detaehineui, in Koram, took 
ciiitibui, fox't of lluerut and tire city of Delhi. In the latter, in llDd, he lixed the 

.scab of hi.s gnvoriimoiit, and eourpclled the suri'ounding disbrieis lo emhra(‘e 
Mahonretanism. We .shall ufterAruirds see Irim make a prominent lignrt'. in 
Indian alfau-i 

Tho rostles,-, .spirit ot Rhahali Avonld not allow liim to remain long at 
Ghuznee, and he is soon again found in India. His jivneeedings Avert' not 
unimportant, hirt the peiAsmial share which he, had in them i.s almost lost .sight 
of in consetpterieo of the piTonuncnco given to Eibuk, whom lie, had now iitfido 
Aicero^y of India, and to Avlioin his future military at.'hlevemeuts in this eoiml/i'y 
are maiidy ascribed. During this visit to Ills Indian domiiiiims, he tlefeided 
the Rajah of C'anouge and Beiiare.s, took the fort of Asny, Avht'rc the riijah had 
laid up his troasure; and afterw^ards, entering the city of T>ena,i'('S, broke tin' 
idols in more than a thousand tenrple.s. After his rebm'u to Cihnzitet', laden 
AAuth siioil, hh conquests and victorie.s Avere continued l)y Eihiik, avIio, in 1 ]!)|i, 
defeated and .Hoav the Rajah of Hemraj, and took revtuge in Iho capiitd of 
Gujerat for the defeat Avhicli his master had there sustained. 

In 111)5 Shaliah, returning once inoi-e to Hindoo,stan, took Byana, and .sent 
the new governor Avhora he appointed against Gwalior, A\diieh yit'hled only 
after th long siege. The folloAring year is chiefly remarkable foi' a defeat AvIiieJx 
t-uia Eibtik sustained in Rajpotitaiia—a defeat so severe that he Avas eomptdled to 
shut himself up in the fort of Ajmeer. Having again recruited Jiis strcngfeli 
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ln' :i,smut'll Lliu oHunsivo, ivdiict'd llii> (•;i|)lf,iil of Onjemt, witli all iLs dt'pcii- a [h-.a, 
(Icucics, ,ind look (lu‘ folds of (kdliujoi', K.dpi, and lUidnoon, ^ ' 

Diii'ino llioso i'\oids, Sliali.di tcct'i\t'(l infollimau-o of (,lu> doath of bis biotlicv 
(iboi.is u din, and rolmnod In (lliuyaico, nlioio Ik' was ciowiuil sole' sov('i'oi,t;n 
Wboii III'.ilf.nnod (bis addilioiial cli'x.diou, bis oood foihmo soomoil to forsako r,imini..ic- 
liim Dm'iiio a sti'ii^^lo wiih (lio Kiii<; of Kluni.siu, Im Mislaiiiod a delVai ^ 01 *I,''.,,! 
vvbirb cost, bilii i be loss of all bis ('b'|ibau(s and fi c.isnn', and so c'omjdiitc aa 
amiibibilioii of a noble anny flial In' w.is loll wil.b scarcely a buiidrcd men 
<bi ("n-upino liom Ibe lii Id of lial.fle, lu' sbiiL binisi'lf n]i in a foit, lad bad no 
means of '.m.laiidno a ',ieot', and uses not, sntl'ered fo l•e(■,^ln to bis doiniuLoiis 
nil be b;id |i,dil a lai'ps' ransom l,o tbe Ivbaii of ksannu'i'aiid. On artivitnjf at, 
(Hiuanee, be found it in [losst'ssion of oiu' of bis own oilieers, ndio would not 
allow biiu (o en(,ei', and bo wars, in ('onsenuenet', oblio'od to I'outiiuu' bis route to 
Moollan llavino' la'ce been reiiifori'od, lu'n'turned to (Ibimnee, and regained 
jios's's'don Mcanwidle, tins (lukknrs bad been laying; M'listo the ennidi'y avoninl 
balioi'i'. d'bey eiintiimed to I'avaio'e with iiu)»miity', fui’ Shabali’.s disaster,s 

led, Idm willumt tbe uu'iUiH of ('biistisiiiij; Llieni, till a, treaty wbieb bo luw! 
eoneliidi'd vs'illi the King of Kbarisin left liiin fully at lei,sure to bring all 
lii'i I'orees iulin tbe Held against tln'in. lb' aeeordingdy again set out for 
India, and plaei'd tbe (Julvkura betwei'U two liroK, engaging tbeiu mi the 
W’e,'.f,, nbile Kibuk marebi'd agiiin'il, tlu'in from Uio eji.st. Iiabore, wbieb bad 
fallen into their bands, \ra ii'i'seiit'd, and Hu'ir plmidi'i'ing'hordes were entirely 
disper.sed If' woidd ,seem, bowov'i'r, that they, not long after, again collected in 
great nmubei's at tbe foot of (In' momdains of Sowalik, carried on an exter- tMaans. 
mlnaliug; war against tlu' Muboim'taus, on whom they exercised imlicard-of 
I'i'Uelties, and eiii, olf tbe eonuminieation between tliu provineo.s of Pesluuvcr 
and Moollan. Tbelr ineur.sions eoiiUiiueil till their k'iiig, wbo liad been made 
eapiive, eonseiiled to emliraee Maboim'lanisin. On !>eing aent borne, he bad so 
mueb inlhienee wltli bi.s peojile, tlial, many of them, to whom religion appeans 
to have bi'en vi'iy iniieli a matter of indiirere.m'c, wc're ea.sily indneed to adopt 
lii.s new creed. Many otlu'rs, not so easily pensiiaded, yieldi'd to force, and 
bslanii-mi beeame the prev.-dliug rcdigioii of the. niountaiueor.s botU ea,sfc and 
leest, of tlm 1 ndns. 

'I’be allinrs of India be.ing settled, Slialiab, in the cud of 1203, act out from AsmuBwm 

... T,. 1 1 ,T tlOll Ilf Slid- 

Lahore to retnru to (IJiuuuee. lie was inoditatnig an expedition beyond the imb-u.itin 
Oxns, and had gisa'a ordera to tlirow a bridgo iiei'o.sa it, and collect an army on 
its banks. Meanwhile Im bad unlygfidvaneed on bis liomowatd journey as fai¬ 
ns tbe ludris, A body of twenty Onkknns. wlio bad lost some of tbeir relative,s 
during i,ln* war, and liad eutnrod into a conspiracy to avenge tbeir death 
by a.ssa8Hiuii>ting bim, bad been tracking liis footsfeep.s, and watching tbeir 
opportauity, Uwing to tbo exeosidvo beat, bo bad ordevbd tlio screens which 
stirroimded tbe royal tents in the foviri of a square to bo struck, in orciei* to 
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AD 12011 . oLtain a freer circulation of ah'. The (jukkiir cminpii'iitorM had Lha.4 oliinined 
a view of the interior so far aw to know the position of iShahah’s pci\';ite apart- 
meufc. In tlio dead of the night they cr('])t stoalLhily iiii to Lli(' tcuir door, ih' 
was asleep, fiiuued liy two .slaves, and liefore any alariii could he given they 
liad dune the Idoody deed ,so cHoctnally, Hint liis lilides.s body lay pierced 
with twenty-two wounds, 

Dispntei This tragical termination of iSliahahs eventful lil'o tool< ])laee on tlie 1 1th 

!.ui,LL„sun, 1206. His 3 'oign, iuchiding that of tlie Joint sovereignty with his 

krother, lasted thirty-two years. The sneeession was dispiih'd. Tlie chiefs of 
Ghor claimed it for P.ahn-u-din, who was Hhahah'.s cousin, a.nd hnd lieeii ap¬ 
pointed hy him governoj- of Eaiaian; tlie vizier UTid ollieers of till' Tinh'isli 
mercenaries supported the elaim of Shahab’s nephew, the son of his brother 
Gheia.s-n-(lin, The claimants, however, had eonpinratively little interest in tlii' 
decision, for Shahah’s death was the signal for internal commotions, wliieh weri' 
shortly followed liy tlie di.Hmemheruient of his dominions, llis mphevv iMali- 
mood was indeed proclaimed king, and held a nominal supremacy ; but tlie 
RMnzana pQal power was in the hands of two individuals—Eldoz at Glniziu't', and kilmlp 
or, as lie is often called, Kuth-xt-diii, In India, It is with the hitter that mi 
have now to do; for under him India, dissevered from the govermnenls beyond 
the Indns, assumed the form of a distinct ami iudejiendont kingdom. A.s the 
first lieaiLs of this kingdom were originally .slaves, their dynasty is known ns 
that of the feJlave Kings. 


CHAPTER III. 


IiMievril India continued—Tlio Slave Kings—Eibuk or KuU)-u-din~AlUutisli --Riiltiuia Buzia—Mogul 
irruption.s into India—Gheias-n-din IJuUmii—House of Ktiilji Jclal-n-din—rroonedingfl in tliii 
Deccan—House of Toglilak—House of Lodi. 


IBITK had been earned off in infancy, and was hronght to 
Nishapooi', where a xvealthy citizen purchased him, and spent 
some pains on his education. On the citizen’s death, he was 
sold to a merchant, who presented him to yiudiah-n-din. With 
the prince lie became so great a ftivonrite that he was taken 
into his conBdcnce, and lived with him as a friend, lli.s fidelity and military 
Ktiwivdto. at once his royal ina.stcr’s most trusted and most successful 

general, and he was ultimately dignified with the title of Viceroy of India, In 
this character, he fixed Ms govermnent at Delhi, which thus began the course 
of pro.sperity which it was destined to run luider Mtdioinetan rule. The longer, 
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iind l.y r.ii the iu(in‘ hnlli.ud )i.u(, of Kil.iilv’s (aioci vv,is fiuislK'd Iidoio lio a o isw 
III (,un(‘ iii(l<'|H iiili'id loi lii> .dli'i w,nils ii'i^iicd only lom yoais, and died m 1210 

• . iiuikI tJiii 

110 Mid dis|il,i\<d coiiMdi 1 -dilo I ui ml sliciiuLlKuiim Ins nosd JMii l)V ot 

I li" liiniscll Ml, lined llii'd.uii^ldoi' 
ol ii]ldo/, wild Hill'd siijiii'iiu' 111 
(lliii/ui'o, Ids sislei lie f^.ne iii 
maiiiaL,\(' lo Nasii-u-dhi Kidiaclu, 

^^^lul lu'ld ,1 di'li'mili'd siivi'ici/^idy 

111 Sniide, and Ids daiiolda'i In' 

'j;avi‘ III inaiiiaiy lo AUiini'-li, wdio, 
liiuiioli ))iii( li.isi'd \\ il ii Ills iiiminy. 

lu'ld ilio (iisl plai'i' 111 Ids I'sli'ojii, 
and pussnssi'd (alnnls \\ Idrli ulLi 
ni.di'ly nnido him Ids siu'cnssnr. 

Kilnik's (vllinily wiih Mldiw 
ilid nni |iuidiuv I he I'Oi dial'dy 
vvddi'h nd!.;liL lian' Ik'i'Ii nnLini- 
liidi'd 'I'liny noL only <|ii.iuI'lh'd, 
hid jiioi'ii'dod in opnii w.u, nnd 
cuiihd il) on with n viinlcnci' 
widrh iiioiiold. ('lull ol' (lioin id- 
toniiiti'ly 1o tlio 111 ink of min 
Nasii u din ni'V'cr llion^lil ol‘ dts- 
indnift Kihnk s iindioiity ; and ho 
lout; us Ills btolht'nin-luw Uvi'd, 

Aviis Hiitislk'd wtUi 11 

(k'Ii'io,di>d Mivomioiiiy, llo AV'Us not diuiiosod, liowover, Lo yield Lhe Huino 
deroreiioe Lo Allaiiisli, and in.ido liliuself iiidepcndonL niler ol' AloolLiui and 
Mi'indo 

Hhoi'tly jd'lor Alliirnsh had seenrcd Ids jmsitiun lus EihukH ftiieeo.ssor, Llio AUmmiUuD 
wlinlo of Asia was Lhenvvn inlo omustonud.ioii by tlio appeiiraneo oJ' Glien^'lns 
Ivluiii.'’ Oiif/midly n peliy Mni(n! ohicf, ho hatl heoonio fcho ncknowlpdgod 
fjovcrolgn ol' all Tartiny, inul, at Hn' head ol' its counLless hoidos, 

linrsL Ihi'ongh ilsmoiinLain jiassos iiTOsinLihlefuiy. ThoHoltftn 

of Kharisnp ab whom the limb blow wan aLvnck, dosi'i'wd it for 

Hie laeaclii'iy and bialuiriLy of wldob be had been giiUty, in 

uuiidoiing Liu? ambassadors of Glnmghis, atid the penalty was not more than 
the erinie, wlicn ho lied to die broken “Jtonrfced on a solitaty island of the 



1 'I'lm Kutl) Miuar in a ooUiiuii ol Tuotojy, built by wlijah ia oii«ul«, forms a polygon of 27 aWoSj nnd 
Ktttb'tt din, U oaUihiftte lua tomiuOBb of tba Hitidoos. tbovo ftw fotti btilooufoa I'lmjung round the pillay^ 

Xb la liS foot <t inolwa dinmetor nt tlio Imso, mid Iviian ’ Silvai dom of Qbwieliis IChiui; ’tveigbl), 47 grttma- 
roajfsttMil In XTiXL, Tfiis 21S! foot in lioiglil, 'Xho base, ftoiu Miomaa'a Corns of the Klifgs of Qh,imh 
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Ail i“« Ciisplni], liis Bon JiAal-n-dlii hove ii]) luoio iniiiilully; Imi viohivy aliov \ icluiy 
^ seemed to have no power uitlier to iiitiiiiiilMte or wenl.cii his leailnl nilver.MU'y, 
t.ffik^giiin ami lie only saved liimself by .swiiiimlii.o- the Indus, while the enemy n nrnnv.-i 
showereil tldek iiromul him d'lie iVhio’uls tiireMteniuo' to ei’o.ss the ii\er in 
pimsuit, lie uonthiued his (light to Dellii Altamsh, to wlwnu he lu'i’e npiilied 
thv an asylmn, leaved to expose himself to Mogul veugviiuen, and gave iiii answer 
with which Jelal-ii-diu was so di.ssatislied, that hi- made, a jiarty tor hiiuselh 
and, in alliance wdth the flukkims, roamed the eomitry, pluudering and de\:is 
tatliig, and cve.n iiiaklug himself muster ol Seiude, while Nasir-u-diu Ivuhaehi 
was glad to take refuge iu Mooltan. d'o all appearance he mighl, have made 
good his footing, if he had not heen lured away hy a hrighter prosixvt, wdiieh 
seemed opening in Persia Before he quitted Seiiule adetaehment of (Jin Mogul 
army crossed the Indus, and eommenoed their harlmroiis warfare; hut waiiit of 
qn-ovisions compelled them to depart, after slangliteriiig lO.OOO Indian prisoners. 
tNasir-u-din, who had reqmlsed the Mogul detachnieiiL when it laid iiiege l,o 
iMooltan, was less fortunate when he was attacked ai .second time hy AUinusli. 
After retreating to Bukkur, lie had, AvitU the view of proceeding to Seimle, 
emharked with all Ids family on the Indus, when a .snddmi .squall iqiset the hont, 
and all on hoard qierished. Tliis tragical (went haqqa'ned in 1225. 

Altaiusli was thus rid of a formidalile eomqietitor, and obtained a. large 
acee.ssion of territory. Anotlu'r eoiupetitnr, however, rmuaihed, in the iiersmi 
of Bakhtiar Khiiji, the gov’crnor of Bchar and Bcmgal. lie had hceii mainly 
iastrumentul in ooiiriucrhig these qirovitices; and though he was eonLenh'd (u 
hold them under Eibuk, one of wlio.se sister.s he had manled, he Imd. no lilea of 
acknowledging any suqiremaey in Altanish, ddie latter, after qiarsnusion fuihsl, 
had recourse to force, and Bakhtiar was not only worsted, hut lost hi.s life. 
nnUiiUin Altamsh, throned iu his caqntal at Delhi, now swayed his sceptre over ail 
51 iliomet m the territories which the Mahometans bad eomquered in India. They were 
large enough and rich enough to satisfy any reasonable amhitii.iu, hut lu' was 
still bent on conquests, which, being- avlmlly lii.s own, mighi, form tlu' mo.st solid 
basis of his fame, Bix years, from 122G to 1232, Avero .sqieut lu e.Keeuting these 
amhitious scheme.s; and in the end, after the eoncpicst of Mahvah, with its Umions 
capital Oojein, had been conijdeted, all Hiudoostan prop(n’, Avith a few i.solat.ed 
and unimportant excejAtions, did homage to Altam.sh. The additional greatm’.ss 
thus conferred on liiin Avas not enjoyed long, for ho died four y(iar,s aftm’, in 
AjAi'il, 1236. It may be mentioned, as a qironf of the. anxiei.y wliieh the 
Maboinetana of India still felt to keeq> up them (jomnietioii Avltli the eentral 
authority of IslamLsm in the Avest, that Altamsh, in the emime of hi.s reign, 
received his inve.stiture from the Caliph of Bagdad. 

^dm’8 Bnkn-u-din, the son and .snccessor of Altamsh, Avas a v’-ery iniAVorthy ropre* 
«r,Kortuy sentative of his talents. While his cowt Avas thronged AAnih imiaiciaus, danelim-- 
women, ana buffoons, ke was too indolent and elferainate to sapqifirt tluA 
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cai’es of goveruinoMit, aiicl i:leA>'olve,il theui on liia motlier, vv'lio was ambitious a.d. 123s. 


enoiigb, to nudcvtake the taslv, but peii'ormed it so capriciovisly ami tyi'anuicaXly, 
tliat a, relxjllioii bi-olcc 03it, and, at tlie end of .seven nionth.s, Biukii-u-diii was 


de[iost;d to make way for his sister, who 
assumed tlio title of Saltaria Itezia.. 
She wtifi not new to gijvei'nment, for her 
tatlier, Avlieii alisent on his campaigns, 
intrusted lier with tlie admitli.stration 
in jtrefei'once tti his sons. According to 
Ferislitii,, “Rezia Eegmn wtis endowtiil 
with evet.y jti'.hictdy virttie; and those 
wlio scrutinize her tiotions most severely, 
will, find in her no f;iult l;iut that site 
wan it. womti-n.” 

'.I.'he circiimstances nndor whicli .she 
ftssi.miet.l the goveruinent Nvere dvflicnlt 
Tlie two mo.st ]»(,vwei.'l'ul. [iart.ie,s in, the 
state were oonlially united in, (lepo,sing 
her br(,itiier, hut (,inly one of tliem eon- 
curred in tier elevation. '.I'lie maleon- 
tent I'action, hciuled, hy the vizier of the 
two pi.'Gvli.tu.s reigns, at (.meo apjiealed to 
tile .sword, and, appearing' liofore .Delhi, 
defoatoil an army wliieli was tidvaneing- 
to its relief But though .Rezia was weal 
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in jirm.s, ,sh,e was powerful in intrigue, 
and anceeeded so well in. so w ing disssensions, that tlie confederacy formed ag’ainst 
litu' nielied a.way of its own accord. Eip:uil. skill ani.l .snccess marked her i.ntcrnal 
adininistratio.n, Seated d.'i,ily on. her tlrrone, she was accessible to all, gave a.: 
patient eai'to complaints, i.'cdre.ssed grievances, reformed .abuse,s, ami di.spen.sed 
justice fLi'nily and impartially. TJu.fortui,iately, she hail one failing wIlicIi affected 
her reputation, and lowered her in the estimation of her suhjeets. She .showed 


•Ror Hkill ill 
goviu'nniont. 


a strong and iu:uli,sgi;ii.sed favour for her m.aster of the har.se, whom, tlxough, 
originally an A,hy.sHi,nian, .sla,ve, sho i-irised aljove all hei- ntluA ^nobility, by 
appointing him commnnder-in-climf. It doe.s .not .see,m that her hoiioxtb; #^^ 


comprorai,se;d; for: tlie utmost .said, against lier in thi.s tespeot is, that, .slid allowetl 
him to lift Ivor up . when slie inoniited Oil, horseback.. It ,'was; eriongli, however, 
to excite a rebellion,';and .make,, :!.t,: suocessful. . After a 'short Kfcruggie, fclio .Aby.s- ; 


slniaii was nuxrdereil, .andoSalfcana Rezia vvaa dep.osed,;: Blie was; Confided to the 
diargo of a. Turki eliiof called ,Alttnuitj'.;wiG diad:dieeJiiliie leader in tlin rehelKbn. 
Hero her bhuidisluncnts again availed her, and .she so won upon Allimia. that 
lubfell .despera.telyrihdiiyn Wite?’1 j^dnaradfedi an^'i at^ 

tolthe dlirone.:; 1;;At tlid; Iteads ATAib^iib^dfe'fi^d'dinded;:; 
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61) 


JilS'PoKY OK imiA 


I I>()()R I. 


A ]■> 3‘J'tO 


UToi/i ii dm 
EJirirn 
miccPf (l-t 
Kc/ia 


riLlJfTk of 
1N\i- 31-U diTl 
31 ihniOLul 


IIuib^is*iy- 
fioitl t)io 
ICing of 
PersiT 


Lloody buttles, tbem, and was taken prisoins'with licrlmsbaiul I'oLh vvoi'(' 
put to deaLli. She had vci^nctl throe years and a liab 

In 1239, when ilezia nnis deposed, her brother Moiz-u-diii iSelirani was 
placed cue tlie throne. He was al toe ether nnwortliy ol it; and endeavotired to 
rid himself of tlie importniilties of those to whom lu' owed his clevidion, |)y 
treachery and assassination. He was imprisoned and put to death alter he had 
reigned little more than two years. Tlio oidy event ul importance in his reign 
was an irruption of the. Slognls into the funjab. Anothc!’ reign, eipially sliort 
an<l woithless, followed The iiiler was A1a-n-diii Mnsaood, a ,soii o| lliiicn-n- 
din. His crimes cvere soon terminated by a violent deatli Diiring' lii.s reign 
two irruption,s of the Moguls took place, the one into the north-west, and the 
other Icy a route which they had not previously attempted—tliroiigh 'I’liihet 
into Cell gal 

Nasii'-n-din Malirnood, grandson of Altani.sh, alter a .sliort interval, was 
raised to tlie tlirono in 12 tG, Ho rvas of retired and .studious Iiahits, and rid 
himself of the cares of goviU'imient hy devolving them on his vi/ier (Iheias ii din 
Bulhnn The Moguls were now tin; great eni'iuieH to he leared, 'riu' provitiees 
of Herat, lialkli, Kandahar, Cahool, and (dununee wore in their posse.ssion, and 
as India wa.s constantly tlireatenod liy them, it was necessary to ki'ep np a 
fitanding army along the frontier. iSoveral of the earlier year.s of this reign 
were employed in suppresaing distni’lianees which had arisen, ehielly in Mooltan 
and the Punjab generally. The events of tlie latU'r yiairs are, generally, imim- 
porlfint. In 1259, the Rajpoots of Meerut, having risen in iii.siirn'elion, l.he 
Vizier Bulhun led an army against them; and, having ohhged Lheni to talcc' 
refuge among the nrountainons districts, eonlimied iur four montlis lo ravage' 
the country hy tire and sword The harbavitios tlui.s committed, howi'vi'i', made 
the Rajpoots desperate, and they nished down with all their I'ori'CS iii(,o I,he 
plain, attacking the Mfdrometnria so suddenly and llernely that Bulhnn had gri'nt 
tUfliculty in keeping his men together, iduiicrior discipline (inally pre.vailed, 
and the Rajpoots were (hdven hack to their fantnogisci.s with great .slaiigld.er. 
Above 10,000 fell on the field; 200 cliicfe, taken prisouem, wore put to death; 
and the great body of their Ibllowers were eondomned to .slavc'iy. Hlioi'tly 
before this forinidahJe outbreak, an nmbaH.sador arrived at Delhi from f roolakuo. 
King of Persia, and gTand.son of Glienghis iCliau, On his approach, tiu' vizier 
went out in .state to meet him, with a train of 50,000 foreign lior.se, l.Iion in the. 
service of the Delhi govennnent, 2000 elephants, and 3000 carriage,s of lirework.s, 
Vfiiat these last were Is uncertain. They may have been merely Air di.spla,y, 
hut more probably consisted of the Greek fire, with which the Mahome.ta.ns, 
oven of the far east, wore then well acquainted. A seiies of reviowa aud shaim 
fights were performed; and the ainbas.sador was then led through the city to 
the palace, where everything was aiTanged for his reception in tlu' nuwt gor- 
geoirs style. Among tho.se who graced the ceremony, aud stood next the throuo. 
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were ninny tiilnitary Indian princes There ^veie jnesenl, alsip no fewer (han 
iwcuty-iive prinues of Irak-Aj('mi, Klu)r<is,iu, and Triin.soxiana, who had .sought 
piotcction at Ddlii from ihe devastating hoides of tiliengliiH Khan. 

JNasir-u-din died of a, lingi'ring disease in 1200, afler a leign ol' twenty yeans 
lie makes little ligure on tlu' page of histoiy; and was, hoth hy nature and liahlt, 
far hotter adapted fur a piivate lhan for a piihlie station 'riiongh of royal 
]iarentag’e, he had aepuired parsimonions habits, and lived in the utmost ,sim- 
jihcity. When imprisoned in early life, he niaiiitahicd himself hy the labouis 
of his pen, and, when scsitml em the tlnune, he made it Ills daily praetiee to write 
as luucli as svovihl svitllee to purchase hin food Ferishta’a nceonnb of his domestic 
iirr.uigenicIIts is carious:—“tloiitrary to ilu' eiistoin of otln'r ])riiice,s, he kept no 
eoncnbiiies lie hail hut one wife, whom lie obliged to do every homely part 
of housewifery. When .shecomplained one <lay, that she liad burned her lingers 
in baking bis bioad, and desired lie would allow a maid to !is.sist her, be rejected 
her reque.st, .saying that he wa.s only a trustee for the .sink', and was determined 
not to Inu'den it wdth ueedle.ss expenses. Jb- therefore exhorted her to ]ier.severe 
m her duty with patience, and (lod would rewai’cl her on the day of juclgniont” 

(Iheias-ii-dln IJulbnn, usually called by European wu'itci',s lialiii, had long 
been virtual, and on hi.s master’s death, beeamo aetunl .soveioign He wa.s the 
sou of a. powTii'ul Ihirki chief, but, wbeu a youth, ba,d been carried oil' by tlie 
Moguls and sold to a iiu'reliant, who took him to Bagdad lima' he was bought 
iiy fill iiihabitaut of IJns.sorali, who, on learning that he belougerl to the .same 
trllu' as Altaiush, t.ook him to Delhi, wlu'u that mouarch paid for him ho 
liberally that his previous master retiiriiod Avith an imlependeut fortune. 

flis first emiiloymont was a.s falconer, bcean.se ho wa,s iiartie.iilarly .skilful in 
the art of hawking; but, by the inlluenoo of a Iirothex’, whom he found living 
in high favour at court, be, olitniueil a higher position and bc'came a noble. In 
the reign of Jliiku-u-din, lie eoiaiimiidi'd in the Puiijab, On receiving an order 
to return, lie rt'fused to phico hiniself in tiu' pinver of that wortlilc.sH tyrant, who, 
he learned, had a design wiion his life, fie therefore took the only alternative 
(hat remained, and declared himself iudepondent. When the Sultana Beffla 
mounted the throne, he joined the confederacy wliich marched to Delhi to dope,sc 
her, and was tak-eti ]ii'isoner After a time he ('ffeoted his escajie, and became 
a Icarliiig mipporbcr of Bebram, during whose reign bo hold the govemment of 
Hansi ami Rewaree, iiiid di.stinguishcd linnsell’ in suppressing' tlio in.suvrectioiis 
in Mcornt la the reign of Ala-u-dia iVlu.saoodj he held the office of Amcor 
ITajib; ami at la.sh, as lias been seen, exercised all the powers of sovereign, 
though nominally only the vinicr of INasii-u-ilin. 

Bulbmi began his reign with wome acts of what lie deemed nece,SKary severity; 
and having thus made his position seemn, acquired a high reputation for justice 
and wisdom. He was a liberal rewarder of mei’it, and a rigid eorreetor of a'hiie; 
but be .seems to have attached mot'e importance to hirth than might have been 
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expected iu so wise a mmp and, in paj-Licular, made a viile nevoi- to up[)()ini aii}^ 
Hindoo to a jilaceof trust and jwwer. I Li.s patronai^'c of litio-atiire hroii^iit ,Moau> 
of the most distiugnisbed writei'M of the jicriod to Ids court, wliioli, il W may 
credit Feiislita, was the ino.st polite and magnitieeiit hi the world. Ills e.xample 
found many iuiitator.s in tlio capital; ami, while a, society ol leariu'd men iiiel 
at the house of a prince called Kliau Wliaheed, another society, ol a* more mi.scel- 
laneous Lut not le,ss attractive de.scri[)tion, as it eonsl.sted o( miisieiaiis, daneer.s, 
actors, and kissas-oe.s or story-tellers, met at the house ol tlie kings st'eond son 
Various other .societies, for similar piirjio.ses, were formed in eviay quarter of 
Delhi. Not merely the literary tastes of the king, hut Iii.s hivo of .show was 
.sedulously imitated; and .splendid jialaco.s, equipages, and livu'rii's heeaiiH'ipiilo 
a rage auiong the. eourtier..s 

Ferishta warms as he describes the [lomp anrl state with which the, monarch 
.sui'rmnidci.1 hiin.self, and proceeds as follow.s’-—“8o imposing- were the eis’i' 
lumiies of introduction to the royal presence, that none could apjiroach tluj 
throne -without a mixUire of awe and admiration. Noi- was (Jheias-n-din 
Dulliun less splendid in hi.s proee.ssions. His .state elciilmnis were eoveied with 
purple and gold trappiiig.s. .tlis lior.se-g'uard.s, eoii.sisiing- of 1000 d'lu-l.ai'M, 
appeared in glittering- armour, momitecl <m the HnesL steeds of L’er,sia, and 
Arabia, with silver liits, and housings of rich embroidery. Five liundred eliosen 
foot, iu rieli liveries, witli drawn swords, ])J'eceded him, ])r(-ielaimirig- his a]iproach 
aud cLeariug the way. His nobles followed according to their rank, with their 
variouH cipupa.ges -and atlendanlH.” 

It is not unworthy of notice, that Bulbmi took a very marked inicresl, in 
what is now known as the tomperaneo caase. An ollieo)' of rank, sou of the 
keeper of the royal wardrobe, and governor of the jirovince ol' ISiulaomi, liad, 
while iu a .state of dnmkenues,s, .slain one of lii.s per‘.sonal dependants, a.ml, on (Jus 
complaint of tlie widow, was sent for, tried, and heaten to death in iiresenee. of 
the whole court Another high oHicor. the governor of (Jude, who had hi'cn 
guilty’’of the same crime under the intluence of iuto.xication, i-eoeived a, pnlilin 
whipping of oOO lashes, and was given over a,s a slave, to the widow of iila- jnan 
ho had killed These are not to he rcgai-ded as .solitary in.stauce.s of rigid justice, 
hint rather part of a general sj^stem adopted for tho pui-po.se of ]Hitting’ down 
driinkemie.s,s. In tho following .statement of Ferishta, theri' is somoiliing- very 
like an tmaetuumt of the M:uiie-,law:—“ Clhcius-u-din Dullmn in his youth 
was addicted to the n.se of wine, hut on his acce.s,sion to the, throne lie l)cea,nie 
a great enemy to tlic luxury, proldbitiug the use and maiuifacturc of fei'ineiitcd 
liciuors tliroughout his domiidons, under tho severost pemdtlea,” 

Tliongh fond of .splendour, aud by no means niggardly, DuUmu seems .some¬ 
times to have been seized with fits of economy. During one of tho.so, ho caused 
a list of all the veterans who had served in the preceding reigns to be made', out, 
and settled half-pay, with exemption from active duty, on all who were reportocl 
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;i,s woiii out The .‘irraugeineut, Lliongli one which Llio niost eiilin-hteiiccl statt'.s a d. uto 
ol iiiodei'n tiuu‘s have lulopfcoil, gciv(' groat dissafcisfiicLion; aud the vi'tenuis 
iiulneeil a tiiagLstrate of Uolhi, vauievablo lor yearn and cliaiacter, and higli iji 
lavoiii', to l■l'])ro^^ellL tlieii' case to bite king lie accordingly went the ne\t day 
to court, aial, wiiile .standing- in the piesoncc, put on a face ul' great dejection, 
d'ho Icing oh.serving it, iiir^uircd tlie cause; “I wa.s ju.st thinking,” ie])lied tlic 
inagiislrato, “ that if, in the jire.sence of (Jnd, all the old men -were leji'cted, what 
wonld heeoijie ol nie ” 'I'he device sneceeded, and the vetoran.s were again 
plaeed on liilJ pay 

In the year 1270 the king’s nephcAV, Hlieer Khan, final. JIc was governoi' wici-i loimi 
of Tjahore. iMooltan, Wii-liiiid, l!atinda,, Szc, and all tluf disLi lets expo.sod to 
Mogul inenr.sious Tlu'se rf'.sbless flepredators iininediately made tlu‘ir ajipear- 
ance lt,s(‘('ius tljat .several of tlie .suhordinale gf)veruo)'M W'^cro in league wdth 
tlieiu; and (uving to thi.s cause, as well as to nnitiial jealou.sie.s aud disseijsions 
in oLliei- (piarters, Lh(‘ Moguls made .sucli head that Dulhun Avas ohliged to 
appoint ills ('Idest .son, l^riiiee Mahniood, vicf'roy of the li'ontier pi-oviuces. Aii 
the s.uuo time lu' caunfsl him to hi- pi-oclaiincd hi.s successor 

The Moguls had liithei'Lo been tlu' only ciumiy agtiinst vvhoni it was thought iiimnioaKm 
uecessai-y to provide, hut in 1270 a formiilahle in.sni'rection broke out in a dif- m' roijmiu 
ferent (piartei'. During a sertou.s illness, Mdiich led to a. rnmonr that Dulbun 
had died, Toghrul Khan, the governor of Dcngal, who had been gfiilty of some 
iri'f'gularitie.s, I'or whleli he learfsl lie iniglit !«' called to account, not oiiljf 
revolt'd, hut, assuming the scarlet eniinpy along wdth otlier Insignia of royalty, 
declared himself !\ing of Bi'iig-a.l Ihilhuu immediately gave the govf'nnuont of 
Ik'iigal to tlic! govi'i'imr of Oiule, Alnptujeeii, entitled Ainee)' Kliaii, and sur- 
named the Ihury. At the Manic l.inu*, lu' scut .several generals with a largo 
army to his assLstancf'. iMuptuJcf'ii, tliii.s reinforced, cro,sae<] the Gngra, and 
Toglu'ul Khan advancisl to moi't him 'I'hiH he did wdth the more eonlhlcnce, 
hoeasise he was aware that nia,ny of the Tnrld eliiefs in AhqtujsHMi’M army had 
hef'u gained by his large,s.ses. 'I’iie eenHerpienee rvais tliat the royal ai'iny hus- 

taiiieil a total ovi'i-throw. When the news n'lielHsI Hiilhun, lie bit bis own flesh 
with vexation, linng Alnpbnjecn at tlie gate of Onde, and .soiit Mulllk d'irmiiny 
Toork wdth another arinj'- against the rebel Not more sueecH.sful than his tire- 
tleecHMor, he wa.s defeated, last all his baggage, and with it tlie public troaisure. 

Bullam now set out in i>er,son, crossetl the thingus without Avaiting for Llio nuUnin’s 
dry season, aiid proeeedeil to Bengal by Ibrccd marehe.a The .state of the river i,i jiuhbmi. 
and I'oads, however, oeeasToued mu niucii delay, that I'ogliru] Khan Imtl time to 
eolleeta large army, though it did not,seem to have been largo enough to justify 
(.he risk of an cneonuier in the open -(ielcl. lie therefore OAOiouabed Bengal with 
all his e.lepliants, treasure, and efleots; intending to keep out of sight till the 
king should return to lu.s capital T'hi.s .scheme he followed out Avitli so much 
flextcviiy, that .Bulhun, following dose upon the I'oate which ho was understood 
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to havi' taken, could not obtain a trace of him foi sovond days. At last Mvillik 
Wookudur, the gfu'ornor oi' Kole, being' out with a .small reconnoili'iiig parly, 
saw buine bullocks ovitli pack-saddles d’hc drivers were soil'd, hut in auswei' 
to all iupuiries, obstinately pi'ctouded ignorance, till tlie lieiid ol one ol llieni 
WHS stiuckoli; wlicn the rest foil on their I'aces and ronressed that they had 
just left Toghrui Khan's eanip, which was I'oui' miles ['arthei' on Mnllik going 
forward climbed a lising gi’ound, from which he .saw fclu' ndiole enciiiininient 
spread over a plain, with the elephants and cavalry picketteil, and evi'rythiiig 
in apparent ,-,ccuiity. Having fixed hi,y eye on Toghrui s tents, .situated ne/ir 
the centre of the eam[), he determined on a very daring enlerprist* iVdvaneing' 
with the foity men he laid with him at I'nll .S|)eed, he was allowed to enter the 
caiu[), heeanse it was never douhted that he lioloiigod to it I ie made directly 
for head-quarters, and ordering lits men to ilraw their swords, rushed into the 


tent of audience, .shouting “ Victory to Sultan Hulhun! 

d’oghrnl thought he had been snrpiised l»y the royal army, and helped from 
Ku.iushui tjn'orn' to make way to tlie rear h'indiug a horso without a .saddle, lie 
mounted it, and lied in the direction of the river. Mullik, ha.ving caught 
.sight of him, pursued, and .sliot him with an arrow vvliihi ho Wils in tiie act <il 
EiWimiaiiig' the stream. Toghrui fell from hi,s lionsi', and was .si'ia'd by Mullik', 
who dragged liim out by the, hair, and out off his head, leaving tho body to bi' 
earried down the .stream He had just time to liide the head in tho .sand when 
some of Toghrui’s people came up. They found Mullik liivthing, and luwtM' 
suspecting how matters stood, left liiin after a.sking a few (|iiestions 'I’lie 
eonfnskm produced by the snpjmseil snrpi'ise s\)read into a general paine, iind 
the whole camp flLsper.scd, every one thinking only of liis own .safety, Mullik 
ever after bore tho .surname of Toghrui Koo.sh, or the fllayer of ’’I'oglii'nl. 

Bulhun au'ived next da5q a.nd finding that no enemy remained, returned to 
execute vengeance on the rebers family, every memher of which he ]ad, to deatli 
Before returning from this es])edition, on which he is said to have spent three 
yeans, he appointed hi.s .son, Klnirra Kliau, King of .Dengal, and ga,ve lum .'ill 
the spoils of Toghrui, excejit the elejdiants and treasm-e, which he removed to 
Delhi. A,s .soon as Prince Mahniood heard of hi.s fatlicr’s arrival he Imstened 
from Mooltan to sdsit him, and wa.s i-ecoivcd with tlie great(\st affection, The 
two were almost inseparable; but they had not hocu throe mouths together 
uf \vh(m an event occurred which was to part them for ever. Tlio Mog'id.s had 

MdoUaii bj ^ *■ ^ 

tiisst.'SHU invaded Mooltan The prince made all haste to oppose them, and Biilbun, now 
on the lwi'dor.s of eighty, hittcj-ly felt the pang of .separation. His pnisentiment 
probably was that he hiin.sclf Wiw about to be gathered to hi.s fathfir.s, and tliat 
the prince would .survive him. Accordingly he spent much of the, last interview 
in eevifiaeliing him aa to the condneb he should pursue when on the throne. 
Hie coimselB were ■wise, and the pi'incc, who Iiad given gueat promise, ivould 
doubtless have acted upon them if tho succcR,sion had opened to liitu. It, wa.s 
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oLheiwiso (U'Lei’iiiinoil. As soon as Ltif ])iiiice aiiivodlu MotilL.iii, lie atfc<U‘l?P(l 
llu! Moguls, u'cftvoipil all Lliu tt'nitmit.s wliitli I hoy had salad ami cspoUed 
them with gioat shuigUtci Tliosa Moguls suh)ftlsof d'iimmi Kh.ui, ol' 

tlu' luiuso t)l (Hk'iioIhs Khan , and tlionoh not iiiikiiowu to lanu, a vaiy ddloieiit 
pcjson f'loin the still nuii'e laiuons 'rimom oi' 'r.inieil.iiie, who did not make liis 
a|ipeiiane(' till a eeuLniy alter ’’I’hi'])U‘S(. lit Tinioiii inled tlie eastcui juov'inccs 
of Persia, f'loiii Klioiasaii to the Indus, and with the view of avenging the 
expulsion of Ins Mtignls, appealed next ye,a,i in Trindoosfcan, at the head of 
20,000 eliosen hense Aftei iavaging 
in the diieetion ul‘ Moolban Piinee 
M.ilnnood hastened to meet him iV 
lixei lay lietween them, and might 
easily liave hot'ii eonvt'ited into an 
insepaiahio hiniu'i against tliefuither 
ptogro'is of tin' .Moguls, hut tliopihiee 
disdaliu'd to avail himself of tliis ad- 
^ant.lge, and It'ft tin' passage JVt'e 
Afbei 'rimoni had eiossed tlu> .iimies 
dvt'w nji and a gn'ut lialth' was fought 
Ikith h'.idcis (listinguislied themselves, 
but idlei eoiiLt'sling the vieLory for 
thiee hoiiis, Ilit' Moguls wi'u* ohligi'd 
to ilee, and the fnduuis followed hotly 
in piusuit Piiiiei' Mahniood, woiri 
on! with fatagni', halted, on the banks 
of a stream to (pieueh liisthhsfc Ue 
liiul only not) iittendimls, ,uul was ispied 
liy a Mogul ehief, who lay eoncealed in 
an adjoining’ wood with 2000 hoise The piineo had h.irely time to mount 
before tlie iMognls wi'ro upon liim M'lth lii.s Miiall hand he thrieo heroically 
re].mlsed his assailants, hut at last, overpowered by nnmhons, he fell mortally 
wounded, and almost instantly expired Ills troo[is, wlio had gone in piu’Ruit 
of the ilydiig enemy, on returning with tlie .shouts of victory, found ilioti 
piinoe weltering iu his blood. The voice of triumph WcOS imniediatclj turned 
to Wailing, and every eye was in tears The dismal news hruko the old king’s 
heart, and he only lingered ou, wishing for death to release him 

VVIu'U ho found his end apjiroaehing, he I’cealled hi.s eon, Kliurra Khan, noiWiof 
from Jjougal, and nominated him his nuccessor He cmly Htipnlated that ho 
should appoint n deputy in Bi'iigal, and remain with lu'iii at Delhi till hie death 

’ Tha amts of mivil ava iiiUio Meyiiok Cdlcotioii weapoiw iwo from IjiukIi’b, Jlfimmncni Awicus ft, 
n,t Gooih-ioli Court, na ulso t!io liatllo-axe, paificash, Madenm de I’/hiuIousfmi,, tiikon ftom ou aiitiont 
and klioujar lu tliB forcisroiwd. 'kto lest of the MS. of Ibo Ayeeo Ahheiy. 
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Tlii'^ ovoul not liixppc'iuii'^' .so soon :is Kluiivii Klifiii expooLod, lie was uiniaLnral 
eiunigli to liocouu' iiupatieiit, luid dcjiavt for ilcnoal witlioiiL ainioiuu'inL',' Ills 
intention JjiiIIjuji, both oiicvud and iiuliyiiaiit, sent lor Ids oraiidson, Ifoi 
ICiiu,si'll, IViace IMiilimoods son, from Mooltan, .settled tlie siu'ei'ssion on liiin, 
and a few days after, e-V])ircd, in 128(5 tie luid rei^i;ned witli j.;reid, siieeess 
for twenty-one yeans. Tlionj^li all the o(licCJ'.s of the eoiirt liad .swoi'ii to 
effect to Bullain’.s will, no sooner was he <lead tlian tlu' eliiel niayi.strate ol 
Delhi, wlio luul alw.iys lieen at varianec with Kei Kliosi n s Jatlier, e.verted Id.s 
iidhieiiee aoainst the yonno- prince with .such edeet, tliat lie wa.s .set a,side to 
make way for his cousin, I'Leilcohad, the .son ol Ivlmrra Khan Kei Kliosrii, 
glad to escape with his life, returned to his govcrinneiit. 

Keihohad, OH muimtiiig' the throne in his idglitei'iith year, iissiiiiiod the Lille 
of Moi;!-n-din Ttc was remarkalily handsome in [lerson, aHable in hi,s inannei s, 
mild ill tempev, of a literary taste, and svell iiifoimed ITiifortmiidely he 
hoeiuno too .soon his own master; and on breaking loose (roiii tlu‘ ligld, rein 
which lii-s Fathur had kept upon liiin, he passed lo th(' opfiosite exheiiie, and 
hocaiiie a dehauchee. Ris cKample was soon followed hy his eoiirliei'.s, and 
oiico more, Lo borrow the description of FerLshta, “ev'ery shady grove was 
filled with women and parties of \ileusiu'e, and every street rung with riot and 
tnuiult; even the niagistrutcs were seen drunk in piihlic, and mnsic was lieaid 
in every iionse,” A.h Kelookeiy, on the liiinks of the Jumna, lu' fitted U]) ii 
palace where lie might revel undisLuvhed amidst las only coinjiimions—singers, 
player.s, inii.Mlcian.s, and hnffoons 

Nizam-u-din, the chief .secretary of Keikohad, Rcoing how completely his 
master was engiussod by iileasure, conceived tlio idea of nsm'phig the throne ; 
and having no seruple.s as to the means, began fiy endeavouring to remove wiiat 
lie conceived to be the greatest ohsiaclo. 'I’lils was Kei Kliosi'ii, who had gone 
to Gliuznee, and .solicited Tiinonr Khan, the Mogul viceroy, to idd him with 
troops for the, pm-pose of driving Keikohad from the throne, whir.li, hy ilu' 
will of his grandfather Bulbun, belonged of right to himself. Re failed in the 
attempt, imt returned, notwithstanding, to his g-overumeiit. Mitliei' thinking 
that Iris attempt wa.s unknown, or hoping that it had been forgiwsi, he wa.s 
enticed to pay^ a visit to Delhi, and before he reached it, was waylaid ■and 
murdered by the liired a.ssassiii.s of Nizani-u-diri. The next pari, of the jilot 
was to procure the disgrace of Kcikobad’.s vizier, and cut off all the old servants 
of file late King Bulbnn. They disappeared one after anotlu'r by .some kind of 
mystorioins agency, and a general feeling of dismay was ])rodnced, Nizauna-din, 
the real instigator, though nob the actual perpetrator of tlie murder,s, was not 
even suspected. 

Though tlie Moguls on the other aide of tlio Indus were constantly cros.sing- 
it, and making predatory incur,sioirs into India, it is a remarkable fact that vast 
numhor.3 of their countrymen had volimtarily enlistod in the army of Delhi as 



Cn.u’ r[l I 


SULTAN KM 1 K 01 : 7 \|). 


7 ;} 


holiUers of I'mLniic, mid were uvoii iiiidoisLood (o liavt- doin' oood and iaitlifnl 
servici' ?<!iz,iin-n-din, aiivions ho o,.|, of Uio Moitiil lucveeiiaru's- who, lie 
ro.u'ed, iiiiolifc rofuM' to lio (ho iiistniiaoiits ol' lih (lesions—took ndv.m(.iioe of a 
I'l'eoiit Moj^id iiiciiisioii, to jiei.su.uki IvoikoL.id tlmt it was iiupolitio to letniii 
theiu, iH ill Uie ('V(Mit of a oenor.il imasioii, Lhc'y would certainly join tludv 
ooiiutrymoii Jt was blioieforo resolved to get quit of tlieiii Ly any iiieaiiH, 
lioweviw atnu'imis 'I'lio plan adopti'd was In asseinhle llie Mooni eliiel’s, and 
iiiassaere tlieui liy the guards Evisi all other ollieers who had any ('oiiiieetion 
with tlieiii W('re (irst iinprisoin'd, and then sent oil' to distant o-.u-iisoim While 
Ni/.iiu-u-din was tliiis eli'aring away all real or ineiuinary ohsliteli'S, Ids wife 
was einmlly liusy in the seraglio, and had all its inmates at lier diwotioii. 

Ivhurra Ivhaii, Iveikohad’a father, who had hitherto lieon eontentLsl witli 
r.eiigal, luMring of the state of all'air.s at Dollii, wrote to warn hi.s aoii of hi.s 
d.ingor. No atteiiLiou was (lald to his adviee; and Khnrni Ivlian, Koeiiio- the 
erisi.s approaching, deti'i'iiiiinsl to anticqiato it. hy luarehing with a, largi> army 
upon Delhi. Iveikohad advanced with a still larger army to oppose his jtrogress. 
The 1'atlier, feeliug' his iuf('rlority, proposed lUH’ol.iation, hnt the son assinnud a, 
lianghty lone, and would nppisd to nothing hnt the wword. Deliire niattens 
wi're allowed ho eome t,o tliis evtrmnity, Khiirra Khan made a last elFork ■‘'•"d 
wrote a, l(‘tt(ir in the inosli temh'r and alleetionate terms, hegging ho might lie 
blessed with ono sight of his sou. Keikohad was nu'ltnd, and a rceonciliatioii 
tonk' place, the nitimato edi'et of whieli 
was, that Ninaiu-u din saw a,11 hi.s troa- 
eheroii.s designs fruHtrated, and was shortly 
after cut ol)' hy poison 

li’or a time Kelhidiad ,se('mi>d aliont 
to reform; Init he had no d(‘ci,sioii of 
cliaraeter, and Ids old habits roturuing, 
new I'aetions wms' I'oriUisl, and a kind of 
anarchy prevailed. To iiierea.se the eon- 
fiision, hi.s di.ssipation mnh'riiiined liis 
eoiistilution, and In* iiecaun' iiai'aljtie 
Every iiohhs now h('g’an to intrigue for 
power, and two gvi'iit parties vvi're tornied 
— tlie one lu’aded hy a Khiljl of the 
name of Midlik .)elal-u-diii Eerono, and 
the other hy two high court officer,s, wlio, 
more, loyally disposed, wislied to .seeure 
the crown to Keikohad’s only roBj Prince 
Keionioors, an infant of tihroe ye.ar.s of age. The Khiljicn, aliuo.st to a man, 
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AD 12S8 took part with Lkeir ooLuitfynian; tlio Moguls wore 0(|uolly iniimiinouM In lavour 
of the prinee, wlioni tht'y eavriwl off Iroiu the Iiarein, for LIk' pin'])OH(' o( iS('iiiiini!; 
him upon the Uu'oiie. Jfc was not yet vacant, I’or Keikol)a(l, thoiigli on ii ,siek- 
l)Cit, might Gontiiino for a, time to linger on. '^I'liis was a .state ol nnei'italnty 
whieli tiie contending' ])arties could not endure; and alter mutual attempts 
at assassination, tlie emissari('s of Jelal-n-<liu, having Coi'ced their way into tlu' 
palace of Kelookeiy, -wlKM-e they found Iveikohad lying in a dying state, deserted 

Koikoimd'n ]iy piy attendants, tl)ey heat out Ills hraiits with hhidgeons, rulh'd np the 
body in the hcd-elothe.s, and throw it out of the window into tlui river d’lu' 
young pi'iiLce was shortly after |)ut to deatli; ami J(dal-ii ilin ha\ing heen ])ro 
ehiinuid king, heeame the fouinlei'of the Kliilji d,>niasty. 'fhis revolution hap¬ 
pened in '12SS. 

■Toi.ii-u-dhi Jolal-Li-rliii Ferozo had roaehed the .age of .seventy when he nsiirpi'd I ho 

hiKcnii., f,iiTou( 3 , The footsteps to it he had stained with ])1o(al, hut al’U'r he was seal.ed, 
('ithcr remorse m' policy induced him to become humane. Ilavinj.;' no great 
confidence in the pcoiihi of Delhi, he fixed his r('Hi<len('e a.l. Kc'Inokery, which lu; 
fortified, and alsty adorned with line g'avilenK and (.cvracc<[ walls along tiu' riv('r. 
TSlnmerous other buildings ra[»idly sprung up; and Kelookcry, ha.ving tlms 
ossuraed the a,ppcarance of a city, was known lor ii Lime by the nanu' of New 
Delhi. The year after Jclal-u-dhi’s usur[(ation, a compc.titor for the (irowii 
appeared in the per.son of Mnllik Jnhoo, one of the late Dulhnn’s noplu'w.s, 
instigated ehleliy by Amcor Ally, governor of Oiide. After an obstinate 
ongagei'neut, Jnhoo was defeated, and Ameer Ally and scv'eral other Icadi'rn 
wei'e taken iirisoiier.s. They were immodla,tely sent of!' to Kclook(.ry; hut 
Jclal-u-din, as soon as he .sa.w tlKuii, ordered them to h(' nuhmiiid, anil gave 
them a free parvlou, while ('[noting a vcr.se of Avhieh the, ])ur[)ort is lijvil i'or 
evil is easily returned, but ho only is great who return,s g'ood l'oi‘ (“vil.” il'ins 
Khilji chiefs eoidd not understand thi.s huinaiiity, which iluy eoiuloinued a.s at 
variance with iS<mnd policy. “At all events,” they oh.si'rved, “ (lie ri'bels should 
be deprived of sight, to deter tliem from further inischielj and a,s a,n <'xam])le to 
otliers. If this was not doiuj, treason would soon raise its head in ev('ry (|ua,rter 
of the orapirc.” The king' answered, “’What yon say is cortiunly according (,o 
the ordinary rules of policy; but, my fi-iends, 1 am now old. and 1 wish to go 
doAAm to tlio grav'c without alieddiug- more blood.” 

Hia iiiimaiie It is refreshing to he able to turn aside from the mns,siior(!H which wo have 
ill tbe course of the narrative been compelled to witiie.s.s, and Ji.sten to smiti- 
takmifimty partaking so much of the spirit of Christianity, It setnns, however, find, 
the Khiljieswere not altogether wrong, for the king’s lenity wa.s often mistaken, 

tlieir former grcAtiiess, ei'o tlio Dooi-.-miicc dyimuty Die nortli of Aftjluiiiifctiiii, and forms a -fiaraUidosvftm 
sneoeedod in wresting from tliain Die sovereignty, of .ibonl ISO tuUes in leiigtli, liy 80 iiiiloa in lm. 4 dlli. 
In Die liagimiing of kat oeiifciii'y tliis faiba .alone It is oominwad more oBpeoklly iu the vnlk'y of llio 
conquered .ill Persia. After a hard sti-ngglo, the Ciibool River, from its sioiirco to the (own of .lohila- 
Hiird KM,ii King of Persia-was expelled by br.adir bad, and ,alao in the valleya ■vvhioh (loseeud from tho 
Shall, The territory occupied by tlieiii is situated in Hindoo Koosli. 
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ami ihu lio|)c of iiupuiiifcj? proiliiuod munproiis di.sojder.-j ‘-I'lie sLreots and ad isdi 
liighwayw,” saya Ferislifca, “were infosted by fliicves and banditti Houfte- 
breaking, lobbeiy, murder, and ev(My Hi)eeies ul' eriiiie wsm eoiuniittod by many 
Avho ado])tcd fcliem as a moans of .subsistence In.surrectiou,s prevailed in eveiy 
province; ■immei'u\is gangs of Freebootois iuLcrrupted commerce, and even 
common iutercour.sc. Add to tlii.s, Uie king’s governor,s neglected to render 
any account rdtlier oftliidr ri'vemies or Llieii' iidministration ” 

Orime, thus encouraged, di<l uot sto]) .sbort of treason, and two plots were ConsinucRU 
i'ormed against tlie king’.s lil'o. tine, in vvliicli some Ivhilji chiefs were the 
conspirators, was no sonnor detected than forgiven; the other, wliieli was 
headed liy a eelchi'attid dei'vi.s, calk'd Middy Molhdi, was vi,sited more severely. 

This dervi.s. origiufdly 1‘i'oiu Persia, after visiting various coHutriew in the west, 
arrived at Delhi, where ld,s re[>utiitiou for sanctity, Joined to the liherallty of 
lii.s alms, made him a great I'avourite, e,s|iceially Avith the populace, who were 
eoustantly crowded around his gate,y. Por a time he appeared to liavo no 
higher as[)iratloii than pojndarity; but at last, aml,)itiou took posHessioti of bis 
soul, and an intriguer, to wliom bo lead given bis couliduneo, pc'rsuaded him 
that the iieople. looked on him as s('nt from Clod to deliver fclai kingdom JVom 
Fihilji misrule, and bless Jliiidoostan with a wise and Just government 

d’lie throne liaving thus become his object, lie ck'termiued to take tlaj nearest ruiiiohcd 
road to it, a,nd .sent two of his followt'i'.s to a,ss,‘i,ssinate the king as lie was pro- 
ceoding to the public mosepu'. One of the two, liowever, was seijicd with 
remorse, iind di.sclo.seil the plot. Siddy Mollah and his confidential intriguer 
were ii]ijirehended; but as tlu'y persisted in their iimoei'nee, and no witiies.s 
a])pea.red against thimi, it was determined to have recourse tf) the fiery ordeal, 

Limt they migltt ])mgC‘ themselve.s of tlieir guilt JOvevythiug wa.s ready, and 
the accused having said their prayers, Avere alimit to plunge into the tire, Avhen 
JcJal-u-diii, who had come to Avitn('H,s the ceremony, stopped them, and turning 
to liLs mini.sters, put the question, “ Ls it lawful to try Mussulman,s liy the Liery 
ordeaD" Tliey unanimously answered that the practific Avas heathenish, and 
coubraiy to tin; Alahornetau law as well as to i-eason, imismmb a.s it Ava.s the 
nature of fire, to C'onsume, paying no re,s])ecb to the. righteous more tlian to the 
wicked. Middy Mollah was ordered to jirLson, but aaw barbarously murdered 
bi'fore li(' reached it. Phis murder AV.'rs a.ysoeiatc'i.l In the minds of tho populace 
AvibU a series of public c'ahuiuiie.s wliicli en.suod, and particularly Avitk two— 
tbo one a dreadl’nl famine in the eonr,se of the same year (1291), and the other 
a. Mogul invasion in bbe year following, 

ddm invading I’oi'ee, headed by a kin.sman of Hoolakoo Khan, (lliangliis Khan’s 
grandson, con,sisLc<l of 100,000 hor,so. Jolal-n-dip collected his army, and lojisma. 
advanced against therm hkir live <lay.s the imnie.s lay in sight of each othoi*, 
with a .stream botweeu tirem. On the sixth tnorning, as if hy mutual consent, 
tliey drew up on an extensive plain, to light a pitched battle, After an 
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AD. 12'13 oljsiiiiiito couflicfc, tlio Mo^uls wci'O cld'oiiti'd. U is prolvibk; Uial Lite vicinry 
VHi.s not (k‘C-isiv(', f'oi' Jelul-n-diu gave Uio Moguls liee iierinission to wIIiIhIuijW 
from las dominioas, and e.veliaagod [ii'eseid<s wiUi Llicin in Lnlceii o( ainiliy. 
On tins occiisLon, Oghloo Ivhan, n graiidnoit of Oliongliis iviiun, aAvaio tliat lie 
liad little eliiiuco oT rising among the iiiuneious l■eia.Li<>ns ol that warrior 
who were still alive, induced 3000 of his coiintrynieu to jenuiiu in the siavice 
of Jelal-u-din, wdm gave him his <lauglitc'i in iiiarriage 
iin,wmL0f In 1:293 xVla-u-din, the king’s nciihevv, who had pieviously heeii governor 
rrAiit*''’'' of Kun-a, ol.tained in addition to it tlic government of Oiale, and began to 
cntei'Lain. sclunnes of cotiquost, with a view to nitiinato indejH'udeneo. Oiu' ol 
his expeditions is interesting as the lust whieli the Mahometans nunh' to tlio 
Decea.n It was du'ccted ag’ainst Ihnn l)ew, Ihijah ol Dewghui'oi' Dowletalrnl, 
who is di'sorihed as possessing the wealth of a long' JiiK'ol kings Ala-udin, 
after I'cacliing the Deccan frontier, jirisssed forward towards the capital. I'he 
rajah liappeuod to he absent, and hastened honu' in great idarin. Having sud¬ 
denly collected a foree, eompoHod eliiell^y of eitinens aiul doinesLies, !u‘ I'neoimlei'eil 
the Mahoinetaas about four milcH from the eity; bid, tlioiigli be behaved gallantly, 
waa easily repulsed, and diivi'ii back into the fort. Jt.s ditch, wliieli is iiosv one 
of the most vomavkahlc sights of the Deeean, the seaip heing in many plaet'S 
100 feet, excavated in the solid rock, was not then in existeneo, and the eliiid* 
defence was n bare wall. The eity was taken at once, and 'iiillag'i-d. Many ol' 
the inhabitants, after heavy contiihutions had been levied from tluan, were 
cruelly tortured for the discovery of their property. Tlio fori si ill lield oul, 
but ilam Dew began to despond, as tlie Mabometaus had given out that their 
present force was only the advanced gnaid of the King of Delhi’s arni^o lie 
therefore offered a largo ransom, wliieli Ala-u-diu, who had begun to fei'l the 
dlfhculties of his position in the centre of a hostile country, was tain to aeci'pt 
The terms had just been concluded when yiumkul Dow, the rajah’,s (Th'st 
sou, was seen adiuincing with a uuinormis ann_y. IJis fatlier sent a message to 
him, intimating that peace was eoncluded, and ordering him to desi.st from 
hostilities. The youth refused, and sent inesHeugur,s to Ala-n-din with a letbu', 
in which he said, “If you have any love for lifi', and de.sire safety, I'estovo wliat 
you liave plundered, and proceed quietly homeward, rejoicing at your happy 
escape.” The Mahometan indignation -wuis so roused that tbe messi'iigiu's, aftiu' 
having their faces blackened wibli soot, were booted out of tbe camp. 
mfc.itoftiie Ala-u-din immediately moved out to meet the approaeliiug- enemy, halving 
Downu- only MuUik Noosroofc, with 1000 horse, to invest the fort and ] ire vent a 
sally. In the contest which ensued, the MahometiuiH ■were oww) loweri'd by 
numbeivs, and falling hack on all side,s, ivlien tbe sudden arrival of Mullik 
Noofiroot, who had loft his station at the fort without orders, changed the fortuno 
of the day. The Hindoos, supposing tivafc the royal army, of wliich they laid 
heard so much, was actually tuxived, were soiiiod with a panic, and Hod in all 
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(lir(!ctioi)S. Ala n dill rctumc'd to tlio Ibi't, tho bosiegci's of wdiieli woro noTv a.d. iins 
pru'ised for |)nj-visions, it liavilig Imeii ascovtaiiicd iliab a great lunulior of ImgM, 
sup])nHC(l to c.oiitain grain, were lillod witli salt lla-m Dew was oliligeJ to .snli- 
init to liny terms; ami Al.i-u din, beside.s olitainine tlio ce.ssioii of Ellielijioov and 
itri dependem-ies, retired with an iinnien.sf raii,som lie had many dillieultic.s 
to eontend \ritli, as liin route lay through the hostile and jiowta-ful Icingdoma 
of Malwah, tlmidwana, and Candeisli; hut he .siirmonntcd them all, and arrived 
safely at Kurra, wlii'ri', Fi'oiu the interruption of the cominiinieations, iiuthiug 
had heen heard of him for several moiith.s. 

dehd-u-dlu, on. Ucariuo of the luuaeuse hooty wUieli his uopUew wan .ToMiniiii 
hringing with him, was ovei;joye(l, hi'eanae ho had no doiiht that the gri-ator 
liavt of it would go to enrieli the royal treasury at Delhi. Hi.s more sagaeioas 
servants thought oLlierwlso, ami hiated that Ala-u-din had ultimate designs 
of a treasomihh' nature, a,nd would use tlie booty as a means of acooiuplLshing 
them 'I'lie king refused to mitertain .sus[)ieious whioh might pT'ove nnfounded; 
and, on receiving a letter from ids iic]thow, csaiched in the mo.st'auhiuissivo 
terms, felt only an.vlou.s to assure him of his eontium'd favour. 

Meainvhih', the ciisis was (qipioaehiug. I’artly by Jlattming letters from viuu Aia- 
Kurra, ami partly hy the treacherous advice of I'mmsellors at Delhi, tho King 
was iuveigliled into the fatal resolution of jiajing a visit to his neplunv in 12,05. 

When the royal canopy a]i]K'nred lu sight, Ala u din drew out his troops under 
pri'tenei' of doing honour to his majesty, and sent his hrothei' Alinas Ih'g 
forward to a,rrange for hi.s reception. Almas was d<' 0 ]) in the ])lot, and artfully 
.suggested that if the king advaiieeil with a large retinue, Ala-u-din, who 
feared lie luul incurred the royal dis[)leasure, might ho alarmed, tio plausible 
was the Longue of Almas IJeg, that the Icing omharkeil in liis own solitary barge 
with only a, few select attendants, and, as if thi.s had not heen enough, oi'dered 
them to unlmekle their armour, and lay their swords aside. In this di'feneeles.s 
state, he ri'ached Llie landing-place, ami ordered his attendant.s to halt, while he 
vva,lked forward to meet his ui'pliew, who advanced alone, and threw himself jiro.s- 
trate at his feet. I'lio old king raised him iiji, eiuhraccd 1dm, and, tapping him 
linuiliiu'ly uu the elioelc, exclaimed, “ Llovv could you be suspiciuu.s of mo, who 
have brought you up from your childhood, ami eherishod you with a fnthevly 
affoction, holding you dearer in my sight, if poa.sihlo, than my own offspring?” 

This kind-hearted ajipeal was answeri'd hy the nephew hy a,signal to ln.s sohliera, 
one of whom made a cut with liis sword, ami AVouiuZed Jelal-u-din in the 
shoulder. He iuuuediately ran bo regain his barge, crying, “Ahl thou villain, innHutiwi. 
Ala-n-dln!” hut, Ijeliiro ho veaeliod it, was overtfdcen hy auotlier of the soldiers, 
wlu) threw him on tlio ground, and cut off Ids head, wdiieh was fi-xed on a 
spear, and oarriod in trlunqih through the camp. The wretch whose sword 
completed the bloody deed i.s said to have suftbred a thousand deaths iti iiViagi- 
imtion hehne he died, lie became mad, and expired, screamuig incessantly 
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tlifit Jelal-n-(lin Fcro^^e was cutting oil liis lioad 'I’his roigii i.s full ol iiieij('nt, 
liut lusted only ioT the compai'ativoly sliort period ot scvoii years, 

When tidings of Jdtd-u-diu’.s iiiiirder rcacli('d llidld, tlu' iiuccii dowager, 
ol'lier own accord, without coiis\dtiiig‘ the chuds, places! lu'r yomigc.sL .son, i^i'iiice 
Kuddiir Khmi, a mere boy, on the tliroiio. d'hc real heir was Ai'kally Kliaii, 
then govei'jior of Mooltan, He had all tlio c|ualitio.s o( a, king, hut tho queen’s 
proceeding,s diacoiiccvted him, and he re,solves!, in the luea.ntime, to talei' no 
active steps to secure his right Ala-u-din, wlien lie ati’ocicnisly iniirdeissl his 
uncle, aimed not at the tlironc of Delhi, bat at the establi.shiuent of a new indc'- 
])eudunt kingdom. However, ou learning the (state ul niatter,s, lu) hegan to 
entertain higher aspirations; and, in ,s])iti‘ ol tlu! rainy season, set out :d, oiks' 
for the capital There was nothing to opjawe his prog-re,ss; and tlu' (pioen-motiier, 
with her son, having tied with the treasure to MofilLau, lu'iiiade, a triinnplnd 
ontry into tho dty in the end of 12iKi. 

Aia-u-diu began Ids voig'ii with sj den did show.s and fe.stivitie.s, by wliieh he 
daz^ded tlie populace, and uuule tla'in forgsst, or overlook, the, enormity wliich 
liad placed him ou the tlusnie. At the same time', ho eoueilia,ted the greid. I)y 
title,s, and the venal and avaricion.s by gifts, Tire ivriny, also, liaving lieeii 
ginned by six months’ ])ay, he turned his thoughts to the riviil elaimfiuts in 
Mooltan, and sent tliltliev his brother, Aluf Kliiin, at the heai,l of -10,000 hors('. 
Tlic citizens, to .save themselves, betrayed the prineos, iuid delivervd np Arkiilly 
Khan and Kudduv Khan, on an a,ssiivance that the livc's of Itotli would bo 
spared. It is almost ne(slle,ss to .say that the promi.se was not kept. While thi^ 
princes were being- conveyed to Delhi, a nie,s.songer ai-rivod veitli orders fisiin 
Alii-n-din, that they .should be (hsprived of sight. After this harharoiis decsl 
was done, they wore imprisoned in the fort of Hansi, iuul shortly idler assas¬ 
sinated. 


In 120(5, after Ala-u-din had Iliiishcd the first ^''oar of his rt'ign. tin) sbu-t- 
a.!tutna. Hng intelligence arrived that Amcci- Dawood, King of Tran.soxiiuiii, had pn-piirod 
an army ul‘ 100,000 Mogul,s, with a design to conqnej- the Pmijah and fSeinde, 
iuid was actually on the Avay, Ciu-ryiug ever-ytlung- hel'oi-o him with (Ire iitid 
.sword, Aluf Khan Avas sent against them; and, iifter a bloody coiilliet ou the 
plains of Lahore, defeated them with tho los.y of 12,000 men. Home di.iys iillei-, 
the numerous prisoners, not excepting the women and eliildreu, fuimd iu tho 
Mogul ciimp, were inluunanly butchered. 

Rfauctionof In the Leginning of the following yetir, Aluf Khan mid the Vizii'r Noosvoot 
QajoKit, reduce Gujerat, On their approach to the ciipital, tho 

Bajah Bay Kun-un eaca.ped iirto the territorie,s of Bam Dew, Ihijah of Dewglmr, 
in the Deccan, but not without the ca,ptui-e of his wives, childi-en, ele])hiiuts, 
baggage, and treasure. Noosi'oot Khan then prooceded with part of the army 
to Gamhay, wliich, being a rich country full of merchants, yielded a prodigiou.s 
booty. With this, the whole troops woi-e returning to Delhi, when tho two 
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g’eiierals, ))y dc'maiulinfi' a ni'Lli of fho siioil in addition to tlie sliarcs wliich 
they luid iilrt'ady ol'jtiiiiiod, eauseti a \\'‘i(lc-s[(ro.id nuitiiiy, csjK'ciHlly among the 
Mogul UK'roenarieM Ahif Kluiii iiuiTOwly escaped with In,s life His iiopliew, 
wh(j was .sh'Cjjing in his bent, was luistakc'ii for him by the niiitinuc'vs, and 
nnu’dered. When Ll)e army reaehe<1 Delhi, Ala-u-diii oratifiiHl his passion by 
talcing into his harem Kowla Devy, one of tlto captive wives of the llajali of 
Gnjerab, so celebrated for beauty, wit, and accomplishuients, that sbo was styled 
the “ blower of India”—and hi.s blood-thirsty I'cvcngc, by an indiscjiminate 
massacre of all tlui families of those who had been concerned in the, late niiitiny. 

About this time, another great invasion of the Moguls took [ihuu', iindei- 
Kootloogh Ivhan, son ol'the Ameer Dawood, who had led the Ibrnu'r e'Cpeditlon. 
Their army eonsi.sted ol' 200,000 liorse, and eonteuiplatcd nothing less than, the 
piitii'e eompiest of ILindoostan. Kootloogh Kha.n, after cimsiiig the [udus, pro¬ 
ceeded direct foi' Dcllii, and eucamja'd, without opposition, on the banks ol' the 
Jumna Zuffm' Khan, the chief seerctary and governor of the adjoining pro¬ 
vinces, gi'a,dually ladlrud as tho Mogads advanci'd. The itdiabitants, lleeiug in 
<lismay, ci'owd(3d into the caiilbal; and the Kup[ily of provisions being out oIf, 
while tlu) conHumption was immemKily increased, famine l>egan to rage. Dismay 
and despair wer<' painted on every conn.t(‘iiimce. In tliis emergency, Ala-ii-din 
called a council of nobles, but, on ihiding them ojiposisl to action, took his own 
way, and detenuiued to atl.aek the em'iny. With this view, he, intirched out 
l)y the Budaoon gate with dOO.OOO Imi-.sc and 2700 ek'jiluints, and, jn'oceeiling 
into ihe plains bey(,md the suburbs, drew up in order of l)attle, Hwe, to(i, 
Koothatgli Khan drew up to receive him 'I'wo s)ieh aimiias had net mustered 
in Hiudoosian .sinct' tlie Malioniebans appeared in it. 

Tlu' right wing of the Delhi army was eommanded by ZubFur Khan, considered 
tlie greatest general of tin! age, and the hil’t by Aluf Khan Ala-n-din took 
jiest in the centre, with 12,000 voUinkiers, mostly of noble fa,mlly, aird iicadod 
by the vinier, Noosroot Kha,n. The ehoiee.st of the ele])haid,s ocea[)ieil a line in 
fi'ont, ami a body of elm,sen cavalry guarded the nnir. Znffnr Khan hegan the 
ba,ttle by impc'tuously eluu'ging the enemy’s lel’t, which he bore a,way before 
him, breaking nj) tho line l\y hi.s elephants, and thus committing dreadfnl 
slanghien ’fhe tnunny’s left flank, thus kirmsl hack, was driven upon his centre, 
and cousideralile fjonl’usion ensnod. Ala-rr-din, .seeing tin's, orderetl Aluf Khan 
to advmice, but lu', di.ssatislied becnnse tho jilaee of lionour Irad Injen given 
to Znlfui- Khan, of whose fame he was envious, meanly kept aloof, and left Id.s 
rival to follow up Ills advantage as he could. This lie did almost lieedlcssl_y, 
eontinuing the pursuit foinuany uillfts, A Mogul chief, whoso tomunt, or division 
of 10,000 horse, had not been engaged, seeing Zuffur Khan un.su])ported, resolved 
to attack him; and, at the same time, aent Information to Kootloogh Khan, 
who hastened i’orwfw'd with another toman. Zuffur Khan was consequently 
attacked iti front and rear. Tims placed, he saw his danger; but as it was too 
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Ifito to Toii'eat, lio ctrow up liis ioreoH, in iinmOoi- iioL halt LhnR(' of llio eiioiny, 
in two SIplaOi'oiis, and (iontimind the uiK'ipud eonlUcl^ Tlu' ley of Ids liovKC' 
liiiTiiio been cut iliTongli by a siibre, he tell to the giwiiid, but rose iustanfiy, 
Koized a bow ai\d pulver, and, beiiio- a doxteron.s ai'cher, dealt dealih around liiui 
Most oClus sakliers were now slain or dispersed, Jind Ivootliioeli Khan—wlio, Ironi 
adiuiration of his valour, would have savu'd liim—railed upon him to snrr('nd(‘r, 
but lie persisted in diHcharginy liin arrows, and ri'lused (piartei’ On ibis, the 
Mogul atteiniitefl to take him alive, but it could not ho done, and he was at 
last cut in pieces. 

Notwithstanding this advantage', the Moguls did not veniaiiv to coiitiuue 
the contest; ami, ahaudoning all hopes of siieeess, evaeuated India, as Fasl, as 
they could Their <l‘[iartmn was ci>lehr.iLed at Delhi with gn'.it rejoieing 

Aliwi-diii, in eouseijnence of tho success wliich had attended hi,s arms, 
hocamc so clatwl, tliat ho began to entertain some extraordinary projeets. One 
of them was to imitate Mahomet, and heeome, like him, the rounder of a new 
religion; another, to leave a viceroy in India, and wt out, in the maimer of 
Alexander the Great, to eonrpii'f tlie world, Wdiile meditating sneli selieines, 
liG was so iULiuratc, that lie could neitlier read nor write, Tho only paid which 

he executeil, was to aaisnme the title, 
and issue eoinage imprcssi'd with thi' 
name of Alexander 11. A more pvae- 
ticaiile eour.se of action was adopted in 
12hi), when he re,solved to a,Ltempt new 
conf(ne.st,s in India. With this view, 
he sent Ids brother, Alnf Khan, ami i,he 
vizier, Noosrnot Klian, on an ('Xpedilbm 
agaiust the Kajah of Runtnnhhorc, or lUnlimlmri', a strong fm tress in tlu' 
Eajpoot state of Jeypoor. Noosrout Ivhan, going too near to the wall, was 
killed hy a stone tlirown from an engine. The rajah, Kmuhor Dew, immediately 
inarclied out from the, fort, and, placing hinaself a,t the liead of a largo army, 
hastily collected, drove Alnf Khan hack with great ]OiS,s. 

Ala-n-diu, informed of the defcfit, resolved to take tho fu'ld in [ler.son. On 
the way, he one day engaged in hunting, and having wamhired liir froni the 
camp, .spent tho night in a forest, with oxdy a few attenda,utH. Rukn Khan, 
hi,s nephew and brotlicr-in-la,w, tempted by the opportunity, thougiit lu' could 
not do better than gain the tlirone in the .same way as Ala-u-diii liad done, by 
amsshiaiing his iwodeceasor. Aceordingty, having coramnnieated his dx'.sign 
to some Moguls, on whose co-operation and fidelity he conhl roly, ho I'odo up 
at sunrise to the place where the king was, and discharged a lUght of arrows. 
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Two of Uioiu Look (‘flbcL, and 1 j(‘ ddl, appai-ontly dead Rukn KLuui drew his ad. im 
sword Lo cdL oif liis head; but, as iJie deed Hoeiued already olt'eoLually done, 
and time was [jivcioiis, he desistc'd, and, hastening' Lo Llie camp, was proclaimctl 
king 

iVla,-u-din’s AvouTids w(‘re not rao\ial, and he w:i.s aide, after they were bound 
tip, to rettch the camp, wLici’O, to the astonhshment of all, ho suddenly appeared 
on tin eniinenct'. Jtnkn Khtin wiis holding bis court when the astounding 
news reacheil him, and had only time to mount liin liovne and lice. A party seiit 
in pursuit, fi[iecdily overtook him, iintl, returning with Ida head, laid it at the 
leet of the king, who slioitl^^ alter continued liin march Lo IliuLimltnrc, and tAptmoof 

UllltlIl0)Ol(3 

rcjiiCvvcMl fclu' isieoo. Tlu‘ was ohsLiiiaLoIy doicMided; and, atic'r ^Landing oiii 
ti whole year, was only taken at last by Ktratagoni, tiumber Dew, his Ouuily, 
aud the gtirrlsou were put to the Hword It .sotunH that the raja.h’H miuiMtor had 
turned traitor, aud gone over to the Malionuittius with a strong party during 
tlie .siege. He no doubt aiibieipaied a .splendid reward; but met the fate be 
do.sorvi'd, wlien, with all his lbllow(‘r.s, he was ordered to execution. Ala-u-din 
jii.sLilled the H('ntenet' hy olwerving, that ‘-l.hosewiio have hotrayed their natimd 
Hovert'ign will ue\'or he true to anotht'r.” 

Ala-ii dill, alarmed ii,L Llu' freqneiuy of coii.spir£U'i,es against his lile, hecame aia-h( iiii’» 
anxious to adojit some odectual means ot proventing their retairreuoc, With tmuofoim. 
this vii'W, he muumoned Ids uobit's, and commanded them to give their opinions 
witliont resc'pve. They .spoke more freely than might have hecn expected; and 
inentioued, ainoiig other causes of treason, his own inattention to business, and 
tlie eon.setpieut dillleulty t\f obtaining redress of grievances—the prevalence of 
intoxication—the power of a-ristocratieal familit'S in coimection wdth the ahnso 
of iiaLronage—aud the uiieipial division of propi'i'ty. The o|nidon thus given 
made a dee[) impressiou upon him, and he imnicdiately liugan to act ui>on it, 
though ill a maimer wldeh left us imxoh room for censure as fir appi'ohation. 

He lir.st applic'd him.self to reform the administration of justice, and made strict 
iiupiiry into the privmte as well as puhlic characters of all oilieials. Ho next 
ado[)ted a kind of nuivensal spy .system, hy Avliich ho obtained a knowledge of 
all tha.t was said or done in funilies of distinction in the capital, or throitgliont 
the country, Orimo, also, was so rigorously punished, that robliery and theft, 
firmorly eoiinnon, heaxme almo,st unknown; ‘'tho traveller slept aeonro on the 
highway, and the merchani, carried his commoditioH iu vsafety, from the Bea of 
Eongal to the Moimtains of (labool, and from Tulingana to Cashmere.” These 
arc li\H’i.s]ita’s words; but the description must be taken with considerable 
allowance, a.s a portion of the territories 'within these limits was not yet under 
tlie jurisdiction of the King of Delhi. To repress dmnkenues,s, he is,sued an 
edict .similar to that of Bulbun, making tlie use of wine and strong liciuons a 
capita,! oflenee. To pi'ove ln.s sincerity and detcmrination on the subject, he 
emptied his own cellars into the steefcs, and Whs imitated in this respect to 
r, h 
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Hiiuli !iu extoni, by a 11 classes of pcopk-, Hut loi suvc'i.il the (Diimion 

.i^ewei 0 rail i\riiii' 

A0 Loo otLeu liAiipous iiufloi dospoLisins, Llio i.nlical iclonns ol Al,i u ,|m 
(leyeiicrated into iiiiimtig.iled t-vainiy '‘'ixl iap.W'iL> As a humus ol kLH'piuu 
tlie nobiliLy ill cliocik, lie oiuwtwl Lli.d tiu-y slimilil lie iiirapablo of cout 1 ,i( ( mo 
iiiai’iiiigo ‘vviLliout tho piovJoiis foiisoiiL ol Hic oiowii, and ])i<)lul)lb'd lluuii iioui 
lioldiug private incctiiig-i, 01 tMigaoiiio in political discussions lo such a leuoth 
was this pioliibitioii CiUi'icd, tli.it 110 iiuui diiist (Uitcil.dii Ins liicuds witliout ,1 
wiitten peiiiiission lioiii Hie viiiior lli.s i.iji.ieity lie oialilied by siu/iiio |li|. 
private propeily aud couliscaHiig Hie e.st.iti's ol Miii-suliii.iiis .ind Hindoos, 
without distitietion, and cuttino down tiie s,italics of public olliics, (ill Hii'y 
weio filled only by needy men, le.idy to .act .is liis seivde in.sti iinu ids Not 
did he confiiie himself to ollieiiits, foi .ill cl.issos .iiiil einployinents weic Mibjci'ted 
to niiiintc and ve.x.dimis reoidations Ills views in leo.nd (0 eeclesiaslii.il 
matters iiie oviucod hy .1 connnou saying altiihnicd to him '‘lliiil leliguni h.nl 
no coiiUGctioii with civil oovi'ninieid, hut w.is only (he hiiiines'i, 01 lalhei Hu' 
aiiuiseineiit of piiv.itc life ” 

Ill 130 . 3 , Ala-u dill having set out to attack (he strong liul of Chittoor, in 
Tlajpootaiia, Tooi'ghay IChan, a Mogul ehiel, took advantage of his .diseuee, (o 

piepiiie a lu'W ex¬ 
pedition into llin 
doostan lie .u‘- 
coJ'dingl.^ enteied 
it .it the he,III ol 
twelve tomans ol 
hoise (1 20,000) , 
and, proe('(diiig 
directly low .nils 
Delhi, enc‘ainped 
on th(‘ hanks ol 
the Junniii Ala 
n-diii, having heeii 
made aware of his 
intention, had has¬ 
tened home hy forced max-ches, and arrived before him Tlu was mndilo, how¬ 
ever, to take the open held, aa great p.art of his .amiy had lieeii kd't behind. 
All lie could do was to entrench him,self on a plain beyond tlu' .sidiuibs, 
where he remained two months, wliile the Mogul, in pos.sc.s,sion of ilK’ siir- 
rotmding coimbiy, cut off all supplies, and pliiiidorod up to the vi'iy Hiibmh.s of 
the capital, from some cause never nnderstoofl, and tlierefore aaeiihed to the 
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iiuvacvilous iutATvoiviioiv of a saint, tlic Mngvils were one niglit seized vvitli a . 00 . 1:101 
piuiie, aiul iievep liiiltcd till they had vegaiiied their own eouatry. 

1’lie extreme daiieo'i- whieli he thuH ho singvilaily oscapeil, uoiivincod iVIa-Mnmtc aua 
u-din lit the m'ecssity of ;^reatly inevoasiiig luH tbrecH, hot the c'X])Diise seoiiied ^guiatirua 
heyood hiH means Large as liis treasures and revenues were, he found that he 
eonld not support an army on the scale ])roposed, for more than six years 
Rutreuclnni'ut then hecame the ordei' of l.ho da 3 ^ and many furious ])lanR were 
devised for that purjiose His first resolution was, to lower the pay, hut a.s, 
according to the eustoni of that jiindod, thi' soldier,s furnished their own hor,se,s, 
arms, and provisions, a reduei'd pa.y was inipo.ssiblo, unless these article.s also 
were lowered in jirieis 'Phis, tluwefore, was the course wliich Ala-n-din re,solved 
to pur,sue. Ey an edlci, to lie strictly eufm’cod throughout the einjiiru, he fixed 

tlio price of every article ol' consuni]ition or u,se, grain of every hind, hor,SG,s, as,se,s, 
caiufis, oxen and c‘ow,s, h!u) 0 [i and goats, elotlrs eoanse and line, ghee or clarified 
huLtor, .salt, ,siigar and ,sugar-candy, onions, and garlic. Tlie ti’ea,sury even 
opened a loan to furnish min'chants witli ready lllone}^ wiili which blioy could 
import maimliuduri'd goiKh from the eheaiicr markets ol' ad’ioining countries 
It is said that ,a court favourite' ])roposed, hy Wi\,y of joke, to fix a piiec for 
pro.yLitiitiou “Vc'iy well,” ,said Uu'king, “that shall he fixed also;” and three 
classes, vvith lixi'd price.s for each, wc've actually fonuod Bueli i,s a sample of 
Ala-u din’,y .scheme of linaucc' 


Alxiut 1301, a,fLer a, new irruption of Moguls liad heen eliasti.sed, Ein-ool- 
Mnollc w.is sent to make the cotu{ue.st of Malwah. d'he rajah met him with 
-10,000 hor.se a.iid 100,000 foot; hut wa.s defeated, and hi,s cajiital, Oojcin, witli 
oUa-r cities, were taken The new.s gave .so much joy, that tlie capita) wa.s 
illuminated for sevi'ii ilays Amid the general reioiciiigri, tliere wfi,s one poor Jmpi™)!!- 
raja,h who sat .solitary in his prison, mourning, rhis wa.s the Imjah of CJliittoor, injuUot 
Ray Euttmi Hein, who, ever since tiro capture of hi.s fort, had been kept in close 
coidiiK'uient at Delhi. An insulting oiler of liberty had, iudeed, boon made 
him lie had a daughter celehra,ted for her beauty and aecomplishmeiiis, and 
Ala u din, was willing to givt' him hi.s I'clease, pi'ovidod .she would become an 
inmate of his harem. It is said that he oonsoiitod; iKwhiips he only seemed to 
eonseui, Ee this as it ju,‘t.y, he. sent I'or Jii.s daughter, but his family determined 
.sooner to poison lier, than subject her to the degradation intemded. The princess 
took the matter into her own hand.s; and adopted a .scheme which, iiapjnly, 
pi'oved aucees,sful in botli saving her o^vTl honour and procuring her father’s 
frPod(nu. 


Every arrangement having bee,n made for the proposed exchange, ,sho wrote niaramaw 
to .say that on a certain day she would arjiAm at Delhi with her attendants. A 
royal pasapt)rt was immediately sent lier, anct lier cavalcade, pr'Oeecding by slow 
marche.s, TOiiehed the capiital as the evening clo.sed. B.y the king’s special orders 
the litters wore carried directly into the pi-ison, without being srthjectcd to 
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any inspeciion. Tlie princess was nol tlieix', but in her sLea<l soviiral ti'usiy 
depoiidants of her family cmnidotely armed, who, as soon as they were admitted 
witliin the prison, cut down the sentiiK'ls, and set tlic rajaii irci'. lie made liis 
escape to the liills, from whicli lie continued to make (re([uent descc'uts, and 
avena'o liimself on the Slahonietaiis foi- tlie insults and .siiireriiip's wliicli he had 
endured. 

In 1305, the Moguls again, under the leadeisliip of an ollicer of the name 
of Eihuk Khan. a'Os.sed the Indus, and after ravaging Mooltan, iirocceded to 
Sewalik Gliazy Beg Toglilak, aware of the rout(! by whieli tlu'y would 
return, placed himself in a,mbn.sh near the banks oi' tlie Indus, and rii.shing out 
suddenly, defeated the' invaders with great slaughter. Seeing their return cut 
off, the survivors had no alternative hut to i'cturn into Lhi' dest'ri It was tiu' 
hot season, and, in a short time, out of 57,000 cavodi'y, and eamp follonas's who 
oiitnumhered them, only 3000 j'emaiia'd alive. When taken (o Dellii, they 
were trodden to death by (doiduints, and a pillar was I'aised befoie the, Ihulaoon 
gate with their skulls. Another invasion shortly afler having met with no 
better success, the Moguls were so discouraged, as well as exlauisteil, that they 
not only desisted for many years from entering IlindiK»slaii, hut round tln'm- 
selves placed on tl\e deteusive, Ghazy Bc'g Toghlak scarcely allowing a season 
to pass in which he did not cross to the west hunk of the Indus, and plunder 
the proviucos of Cabool, Ghuznec, and Kamhihai'. 

Ala-n-diu, now ild ol' hi.s most formidable' onemii's, had time, to ri'smne Ids 
conquests in the Deccair; and with tliis view (h'spatehed MuHik Kal’oor, who 
had been originally purchased as a slave, with an a.rmy against Ram l)(‘w. 
Rajah of Dewghur, who laid .neglected for three years to pay his !dA[)ula,b‘d 
tiihute. The army, when it .set out, mustered 100,000 hui'Si', and was reinforced 
on the way by the troops of the governors of Malwah and G\ijerat. Mnllik 
Kafoor, after encamping on the frontiers of tlie Deccan, was so strenuously 
opposed, that for a time he made little progress, and had nothing to ])lmne 
himself upon except the eiipture of a dangliter of the hetiutiful Kc^wla Devy, 
who, from being the wife of a Hindoo rajab, as already mentioned, bad lieeome 
the favourite of the Delhi liarem. The daughter had a, .simihir fate, for she was 
on the way to become tbe bride of a tajab wlieii she was captured ; and art('r- 
wards, on being brought to Dolbi. was married to Kluzr Kluui, Ala-u-din’s son. 

On a second expedition to the Deccan, in 1309, Mullik Kafoor ])ro(‘eeded by 
way of Dewglinr towards Wmaingolc, a place of great .strengtlj. After appi'aring 
at Indoor, about ninety miles north of Hyderabad, and causing great constci'- 
nation among the inhabitants, who had never seen tlie Mahometans before, he 
sat down before Wnrungole, which made a valiant defence, but was uH,imaiely 
taken by assault. In the following year he proceeded still i’urther south, 
reached the Malabar coast, and then, tui'iiing inland, contintied his victorious 
arreer to the frontier,s of Mysore. Much of hm time was employed in plundering 
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tJie fcem[)loy, and Llie wpoil «rhi(.h ho l>rought hack Lo Dollii waa enormous It is a.u laio 
curious tliat silver is not meutioiied as forming any part of it Gold, indeed, 
seems Lo have been tlie ])rpcioiis metal ehicHy used at this time in India, as coin, 
ornament, or plate 

Ala-u dill laid now reached the zenith of his power Tlimigh lie liad hcen auu. 
guilty of many crimes, fortune had never ceased to favour him, and his toni- 
tories liad extended on every side, till the^'^ assumed the magnitude and splen¬ 
dour of an enijiire 'flie jieriod of decline, however, had now airivcd Miillik 
Ivafoor, wlio jiossessed his utmost coulidimee, and used it for flic promotion of 
his treasonable designs, disgusted the nobles, and spread discontent among ihi' 
lieople Ifis own health, too, niidenniiied by intemperanee and vicious inclnl- 
gence, gave way; and his liiniily, to wliose training he had never attended, 
cntiiely neglected him, and .spent their time in revelry Idis princijial wife, 

Mnllika Johan, was eipially indifferent; and lie found himself in tlio luiilst of 
a p.dace, glittering with gold and jewels, destitute of every domestic comfort, 
tie made his conpilaiuts to Mnllik Ivafoor, who turned them to good account, 
by inshnutiug that the ((ucen and her sons Khizr Klinu and Shiuly Khan, 
together with Ids hrotlior Ahif Khan, had entorod into a consjniaey against 
his life. The hrother was ae.eordingly seized and put to death, while the (pieeu 
and her sons wmv imprisoiied 

During iliese domestie cahimities, the tlamos of iiiwirrection Imi'st forth in 
various ijuarLers Gujei'id/ took the lea<l, and ilefeated the general sent against 
it with great slaughtei'. The Rajpoots of C'hittoor, rising against theii Maho¬ 
metan oflicers, hurled thorn from the walls, and resumed their independence; 
while I!ur))al Dew, the soii-indavv of ilani Dew, .stirrod u]) the Deccan, auduisiioith 
expelled several of the Mahometan gairisons The tiiling.s made Ala-u-din mad 
with rage, a.n(l .so inci'eased his illue.ss, that it took a fatal form, and carried 
him off ill 131(1, after a roign of twenty years. It is dinditfnl if his death was 
natural, lor the suhseipieiit conduct of his worthless favourite, Mullik Tvalhor, 
tends to coulirni the suspicion that poison was employed. 

The day after the death, Mullik Kafoor jiroduced a will, said to he spurious, MhiiiIck.i 

ioill's tlGfl 

by which the late king gave the crown to Piiueo Oomor Khan, hi.s yoiingc.st aoiiawo i>it. 
sou, and made Mullik regoiit iluring his luinority. The young jirince, then in 
his seventh year, was placed upon the, throne, while Mullik used him as a tool, 
and proceeded to carry out hi.s own schemea One of his first acts wa,-^ to pirt 
out the eyes of Khizr Khan and Shady Khan, and increase the rigour oi‘ the 
sultana’s confmemeuL Another act, somewhat singnlar. as he was an euiurob, 
was to many the young king’s mother, who had ranked a.s Ala-u-din’s third 
wife, lie meant, for additional security, io have put out the eyes of Prince 
Mooharilc Khan, the son of the second wife of Ala-u-din, and had eveh pro¬ 
ceeded to the still more atrocious step of sending aasasaina to nim-der him. The 
prince succeeded in buying them ofl’; and a lieutenant of the guii.rds, oSa hearing 
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AD nji of Lli(' iitiompL, proecccled :i,t ojico vvitli scveinl of lus soldioi.s to MuIJik Kafooi’s 
npa)fluent, and put him, and several of ilio juiiidp.il eniuich'-j in Ium inU'iesI, to 
iM.iuiauk Jeatli Prince Moob.irik Khan innnedi.tfely aseenilod (lie lln'oiie, and Pi ince 

Ivhansuv. 

Oouior, who had oGc'ii})U‘(l it" nuuunally fbi tlina* iiioiiLh.s w.is do])M\ed ol .siohL, 
and inqirisoiied for life 

nn\»4i.ku(i Moobarik’s leign, which Listed lout ye.us, ii a mere tissue of vdies and 
eriuies The ofticei who had .sSiivcd his life, and been the main iustrument ol 
Ilia elevation, Avas ]uit to disiih, nieiely lieeause it was said lliat Ik' pu'snnu'd 
upon hi.s seivices Aftei thi,s most inioiateful act, he lieeau to show Moiiu' tittle 
activity; and, bo,sides sendnii> Eiii-ool Moolk, a ^eiu'ral ol gieat aliilities, into 
Unierat, proceeded in iieison into tlie Deccan, and lecovered the eouniiy of the 
MrihiMttas On letuiniug, he sent his fiivouiite, Mullik Khosiow to wlioui he 
hud given Uie ensigns of royalty, as far as tlie iVlalaliar coast Ueie he lemaincd 
about a year, and .icquued immense wealth hy piiuider llis amhitioii lieiug 
thus excited, tie pioposed to imike liiinself .soveieigu of tlie Deeeaii VVitli (Ids 
view, he eiulonvomvd to g.uii over the chief odiceis of his army lie did not 
.succeed, aiul a formal cluiige of ticason was made agaimt him to the l^iiig uho 
was, however, so blinded in liLs favour, that he juniished hi.s a ecu,se is, and liiistid 
liiin .still more than bet'oie 

Moobaiik no .sooner icnnul liimsell in quiet ]io,ssessioii of Onji-rat, the Di'ceau, 
and most parts of Northern India, than the little activity which he had lieouii 
to display coa.sod, and he gave hiinselt" up to mihomided and .shameless excesses 
Indoconcios which cannot be mentioned, were hi.s daily amnsenients Univumal 
disooutcut and disgust were in eunseijucnoi' oxciled , but the fust atlempt on his 

life was made Ig 
hi-, favouriti', KIuh 
low fie had been 
lepeidedly warned 
that a ennspiraey 
was hciiig halelied, 
and the ]iroofs of it 
weri' ,s() evident, 
that it liiul hei'ome 
tlie I'omuum talk 
iStilkhis infatnaUun 
was eontiiuu'd, and 
he was not roused 
from it till the (‘on- 
.s])irabor,s were im- 
tnnily on iius stairs 

of the palace He endeavoured to malce ins escape by a private pasBagi'; but 
KhosTow, who blew of it, intercepted him, and a deadly strugg'le took pjaeu. 
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Moobmik, being Lho stronger of Lliu two, threw Klinsi-ow on tlie ground, Imt vd u 2 i 
could not di.'jeutanglo lihiiself from Ins grasp, as his hair was twisted in his 
euciny’s hand Tiio oLlu'r conspirators had thus time to come up, and Aloo- 
barik’s head was severed from his lK«ly by a scimitar. 

Ivhosrow was not allowed long to proHt by his ciinic He, indeed, ascended usunutiim 
the throne in 1021 , under the title ol‘ Nasir-u-din, but a eonfei leration of the 
nobility was inunediatciy J’ormed against him It was headed liyGha/.yEeg 
Toghlak, who had aerpiired gi'oat renown by lii.s expedition against the Moguls 
in the battle wdiiuh ensued, IChosiow was ilol'eated, capUrred, and slaiu, and 
Ghany lleg Togblak, with some degree of reluetanc(‘, mounted the throne amid 
U]Liv(‘]'.sal acelamations. The people salatisl him blliah Jehan, “The King of the 
Universe," but he asHumed the more imxh'sh title of Gheias u din, “The Aid 
of iU'ligion ” 

Gheias-u dill Toghlak rciguod little more than four years lie owed hi.s oi 
crown to his faiiu' as a warrior, and .seetired it liy the bettor famo of a wise and 
just riiler The lueideiits of his reign are few One of the most important 
was the siege of 'Wuriiiigule, which luvd thrown oil' tlie Mahometan yoke, and 
rc'sumed its iiidejieudenee Prince Ahif FChan, tlm king’s eldest son, eonducLcd 
the siegi'; tho Itiijah Luddur Dew tlu' defence JJoth sides greatly exerted 
them.scdvu's, and the losses were severe, particularly on the part ol' the besiegers, 
who not only failed to make a jiraotieahle lireaoh, but. in conscfincuce of the huvoDt 
hot winds anil severe weather, were seized witli a inalignuiit distemix'r, which 
daily swept off hundreds 'Fho .survivors, eompletely dispirited, were anxious 
to return home'; and sinister rnmouns, circulated the disaflbcted, cau.sed 
general consternation, niuh-r the inthience of which, a nuinber of ollicers moved 
off suddenly (luring the night, with all their followers Aluf Khan, thu.s 
deai'rtod, had no alternative but to raise the .siego. In tho hasto and dis¬ 
order of his retreat, ho was ])ur,sucd by the enemy witli groat slaughter. Tho 
olllcers who deserted siitt'ered e{|ually. One died in a Hindoo pi'ison, another 
was cut off' by tho Maliratta.s, and their whole baggage was capUnxid. Quo 
of the riimonrs which had been circulated, rvas the death oi the king’. Tho 
anthems of the rumour having been discovcriH, were condemned to be buried 
alive, tho king jocularly but barbarously remarking, “that ns they htul 
buried him alive in jest, he would bury them alive iii earnest.” A new 
army ha,viug been colloeted, Aluf Kbati renewed the siege of Wurungole, 
and ohliged it to .surreudor. Tho jiew.s were celebrated with great rejoicings 
in the new citadel of Delhi, which had ju.st been fftiMicd, and had receivei-l 
the name of Toghlakabad 

In Gheias-u-din T('.)ghhik, aJ’tor a journey to Bengal to iuquiro into roshiaiCB 
coinjilaints made against the govonior,s in tliat quarter, reached Afghanpoor on dtotir*' 
his return. TTis .son Aluf Khan, who had previously arrived with the uobles of 
the court to olTor their congratulations, had hastily erected a wooden building’ 
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t'oL' Ills reci'pLioii. HoroaspJcudid otitbi-Laiium'iii, liad hoc'ii p'iven, and I,ha kino-, 
having ordertid his ecpiipago, was in Llio -mI of (piiUing Liu- laiililiiig to coritimie 
Ms jmu'iieY wlioii the roofauddeMy gave way and ui'uslied him, with live of Ids 
attendants, in the ruins The cause has lu'eii variously (‘xplaiuod. Most attil- 
hiite it to accident: some even to design One author, not satislied with either 
explanation, offers one of his own, and asserts, “ tliat I,lie huilding liad been 
raised l)y magie, and the instant the magical charm which upheld it was dis¬ 
solved, it fell.” 

Aluf Khan, tlie late king’s eldest son, sueceeded, under the title of Mahomed 
Toghlalc Pie is .said to have heen the most learned, oloiiueidi, and accomplislied 
prince nl' his time. Tie was well versed iii hi,story, having ii inemoiy so reten¬ 
tive that every date or event of wJiich lie once read, rem,lined tri'asnn'd up in it; 
wrote good poetry; and liad made logle, matlieinntie.s, astronomy, and mi'dieim' 
his .special .study 'fhe piiilosophy of the (Ireek .schools was well known to him 
VMtIi all the.su litur.'ny aeeompli.shments, he was a skilliil and vaJiant warrior, 
and tliiui united rjiinlities .so opposite that his couUsnporavies deserih(‘ him as oiu' 
of the woudci's of the age. They also extol him for his iiiety, wliieh hi' evinced 
hy a carefid ohsci'vance of the rites enjoined, and strict idistiiu'nee from drunken- 
nos.s and other v’lces forbidden by the Korun. This is tlie fair .side ol‘ his 
chanacter: for it had also its darker features, lie was stern, ei'uel, and viiulie- 
tive. As Fe.ri,shta. 6 xprc,sscs it, “80 little did ho hesitaie to spill the hlood of 
God’s creatures, that when anything occurred wlilch excited 1dm to tliat horrid 
extremity, one iniglib liave suppo.sed his ohjei't was (o ('.xl.ingiii.sh the human 
sjrecies altogether.” 

In 1327 the Moguls, who had ceased tlieii' incur,sious for many years, resumed 
them; and a celebrated leader, called Toormoo.sbreon Klian, bi'lenging' to the tiiho 
of Choghtay, made his appearance in Ilindoo.stan at the head of a vast lU’iny. 
Province after province was overrun, a,nd ho advanced rajiidly towards Delhi, 
Mahomed Toghlak, unable to meet him in tlm lield, .saved his oajiital by tlie 
fatal and humiliating expedient of bu 3 'iug him olf lay a ransom so huge as to 
he alrao,st ecpial to the price of his kingdom T’he Mogul withdrew hy way ol’ 
Gujerat and Sciude, but plundered botli, and carried olf an inmicuse nmnher 
of captives. 

To compensate for what ho bad thus lost, Mahomed turned his eyes to the 
Deccan, the greater part of which be is said to have, as eHectnully ineor'poratcd 
with Ills dominions us the villages m the vicinity of Delhi, All thi'Se coiujue.sts, 
however, were destined to lie wrested from liim in consequonoe of his grinding 
taxation, cruelty, and inordinate ambition. So heavy wore the duties rigorously 
levied on the necessaries of life, that the industiious, having no security that they 
would be permitted to reap the fruits, ceased to labour. The fai'umrs, flying to 
the woods, lived by rapine; and the fields remaining uncultivated, whole ]iro- 
vincea Avere desolated by famine. The currency, too, waa tampered with; and 



CiiAi'. IILJ 


M AHOMED TOGHLA K. 


8,9 


Maliomed .stniclc a copper coin, which, hecaase hin name was impressed upon it, A,m"i:i3o. 
he ord(ii-cd to 1;)e received at a,ii extravagant iiuaginaiy value. Tliis idea, he i.s 
said Ijy Feri.shta t(,) have borrowed “from a. 

(.lhine.se custom ol:' i.ssuiiig paper on the em- 
|)eror’,s credit, with the I'oyal .seal ap])e.nded, in 
lien of ready znoney.” He shrewdly add.s:— 

“The great cidamity cansecp.ient upon tld.s de- 
l)a,se.nie,nt of the coin, arose from tlie known in- 
stalhlity of the government. Public credit coidd 
not long sub.sist in, a state ,so liidde to roivolntiona as Hindoo,stan; li,)].' how could 
the ]V!ople in tlie remote prov.inee,s j.-ecei.ve foi- money the ba,se repi'esentative of 
a treasury that so oftom changed its master?” 

In tlie mid.st of tli.e discontent and ruin produced l)y these wretched linancial Mniiomwi's 
device,s, Mahomed concei ved the idea, of enriching himself Izy tlie comiue.st of tlie wniiul-h.g 
empire of Glilna, As a tlr.st .step to the realization of this idea-, he de,spatehed 
his nephew l^.liosr(,)w Mullik, at tlie head of 100,000 hor.se, to .subdue Nepanl, 
and the movmtaiiious region on both sides of the Plimalaya, as far as the Chinese 
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fro,atier,s. This (:h>iitt be was to Mlowdn ,per^^ , ,:Iiivain:,.d:id Ids rhore sag® 
and faithful . couTiseUor.s , as.siuti hhn :thati the whole 
had made up his mind, and was not to he dissuaded. 

, VQ>('ito :ol)vov? 0 “Shiick as 11 piece of: fifty 
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Kliosvow Mullik liis wiiy witli grosifc dillicully iieroNs Lho luouiiiiiiuH, 

foi’ts ;i.s ho pfoceodod, in onlor ti),socuro Uiovond. On afriviiig, in ];jh7, 
at ihc Cliinoho boundary wiili Ibrcos (oiirfully jvdnood, Jii' Found liiui.scll' in I'runF 
of a nuinorous army pr(i])iiv(Hl to opposo liis I'urtin'v jn-ogroHs. d'hc sight stwiok 
the Indian ai'iny witli dtsiiiay, and a prcfi])itak! rotroat w'as commonood. 'I'lns 
Chinese followed closely, whih' tlie luonutainoer.s oecmtiod tlu‘ passes in tlio rear 
and plundei'od the baggage. Ifor sevcui days tin; 1 ndians remained in this jan-ih 
ons jiosition, sntl'ering all tlio horrors of Jiunine. At h'ng't.h the I'ain ln'gan to 
fall in toramls d'lie First ollbet was to oblige the Cldnese to wtire to a g\ea,ter 
distance, and IChosi'ow l)egan to conceive liopes of mak'ing gooil his I'etreat. lb> 
was soon undeceived d’he low grounds became iniiiulated, while the mountains 
continued impervious. Tlie result is easily told d’he whole army nudti'd away, 
and sc;u'C('ly a luiui returned to relate tlas partienlars 

One of the king’s nephews, who was called Khooi'.shasip, and held a, govern 
luonL hr the De,cean, was tempted by the gt'iK'i’al di,seoute.nl which ])revailoil to 
aspire to the tlu'oiu!, and in loSiS ojicidy ni,i,s(;d the standai'd of j'evolt lie at 
First gained some advantages, but was aF'ti'rwards eaptuvial ami (auriivl to Didhi, 
where he was flayed alive, and then paraded a horrid spectaele around the eity, 
the executioner going before and proclaiming alouiI, “ Thus shall all traitors to 
their king perish.” 

lj(st(n'e tins rcibellion was snpprc'sseil, the king had taken tin* (u'ld in person, 
and fixed his head-quarters at Dewghur, Its situatioiv and ,sti'('ngth si) please.d 
him that he detonuined to make it his capital. His ]’e,solution once animnnoed 
was inflexible, and orders wore forthwith issued tluit Delhi .should hi* e\'JU‘uated, 
a,nd all its iiihabitauta, men, womou, and ohihlren, wdlli all Lhi'ii' pi'oia'riy, shmild 
migrate to Dewghur, tlie name oJ' whie.h was changed to l)ou<h‘tiili(i(l. The 
ahandonment of Delhi, which was styled, in the hypeibolical style, of tlie Kasi, 
“The, Envy oF the World,” was produetivo of great misery and diseonteut, and 
Mahomed began to feel that tlie, cluuige of eapibil was an e.x])loit which oven all 
his energy and despotism could hardly accomplish. Having lioen led in the 
coui'se of an expedition tn the. ])roxiiuity oi the old capital, those of liis army 
who originally belonged to it, were seized with .siieh a longing to return, that, 
they deserted in great mmdjers and took refuge in the woods, determined to 
loinaiu till tlie lest of tlie anny ,slionld have lelt. ’I’he nuinheis of the trooji.s 
were so thinned by thi.s desertion, that the king had no alternative but to Fix 
ins lesideuce at Delhi, and tlms lure the deserter,s baiclc, Ills oilginal purpose, 
liowevei, was not abandoned; and at the end ol two years he carried oil’ the 
whole of the inhabitants a second time to the Deccan, “leaving the noble metro¬ 
polis of Delhi a resort for owls, and a dwolling-plaoe for the boasts of the d(>.s(‘rt,” 
Before he left, he was guilty of barbarities wbieh are almost inorodible. On one 
oceasioA, having set out with an immense Inuxling piwty, on arriving at ibo 
district of Behram, be made the startling announcement that he had come, to 
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Imiit iKii lieasis laiL men, and bagiiii to massacre fclie iiiliabitanUs He completed 
tho l)!irl)arity by carrying back some thouaaudH of the lieads of tlic' Hain to 
Dedhi, ami hano-ing them over blic city walla 

I'hcso atrocities weri' more than Imman nature could ('iiduro, ami lehcllion, 
on a greater oi' h'ss scale, broke out in every (|uart(‘r—in Bengal, on the Malabar 
coast, and even in the new capital, Hovvietabad. These two last lehellions 
.seem to have .stauewhat cooled the king’s partiality for the Deccan, and free 
[)ermi,M.sion was given to those whom he had forced to rnigitite, to retia-n to 
Delhi. Thousands made theattenopt; hut a general famine was then raging, 
and while many perislied by the way', many more rciielied their beloved Delhi, 
only to die in it The most formidahle insurrectioji of all broke out in ilu' 
south, ft was the result of a confederacy'^ formed for tlio expre.ss ]mrpose of 
extlrpatii\g the MahoumtaTis from tlio Deceau. The jiriiunpai leadens were 
Krishn Naig, sou of laiddur Dew, who lived near Wurungole, and Belal Dow, 
Rajali of the Carnatic, Ho extensive and ,so >suceessrul was tlie. confederacy, 
that, in a, short tinu', Dowh'tahad was tho only' place within the Diwin whicli 
the, Maliometans eould call theii- own Tlltimately, howciver, a considerabk) 
portion of tho lost k'rr'itoiy was inoovered, ami the whole Deccan was divided, 
as before, into four Mahomebaii jn’ovinees, 'J'liough snurely a month mnv passed 
wiLliout a revt)lt, and eve,ryd/hing seemed ripe for a geiiei'al vevohdson, Mahomed 
Togldak kept Ids throms a,ml a,t last tles(‘ended to the gi'ave by a diaith which 
was not violent, and yet cannot w(‘ll he, called natural lie had ordered a large 
Tuuuber of boats to he collected at Tatta, ami proceeded thither across the Indus, 
to chasLiso tlu' Hoomara Pibiee of Seiude, who had given prutcetien to Mullik 
Togluui, wIk'u heading a fonuidnble revolt of Mogul mercasiaib'S in Chijerat. 
When within sixty' luiles of Tatta, ho was seized with fever, atirihuted by his 
physicians to a suiftdt of ILsh Tho syiujotoms weri‘ favourable, but his restless 
spli’it would not allow him to rcinain to com])le.tc his recovery, and a fatal relapse 
tsisued, ifi.s death took place in ISdl, after a reign of tweaty'-seven y'ears, 

Aftc'r a short struggle, in which a reputed son of the late king, a mere child, 
was ])nt forward and immediately' S(‘t aside', his cousin Feroze, known liy the, 
title of Feroz(' Togldak, mounted the throne. Consulering the troubled state 
of tho country, two of tho most remat'kablo facts of his reign arc, its length of 
thirl,y-eight year,s, and its ti'T'unnation, by a peaceful (loath, at tho age of ninety'. 
Tho empire of Delhi, liowovtir, was evidently in. a rapid .state of decline, The 
D(iCean coidd hardly ln) .said to be incorporated with it; and Bengal was su 
comph'tely di.sHevcred, that in 135(5 Feroze con.sented to receive an ambasisachn- 
from its king, with pi'oposals of peace; and thus virtually', if not formally, 
aokm)wlcdged it as an independoiit kingdom. Both Bengal and the Deccan, 
however, .still continued to pay a .small tribute, Thongli Feroze doe,s not iigiu'e 
as a warrior, ho obtained a high name for wise legislation, and a largo numbet 
of public works, in which, while magnificence was not forgottep^ utility was 
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ermsnltcd. One of those wovk.s, in voliioli .'50,000 laliouroir, ivero 
oiii[)loyG(l, was a oinial, inbeinloil to ooiinoct the Hoonsooty oo Sooi'isa, ii. 
tvibutary of tlio Sutlej, with n small .stream, called the Suliina or Khaii])oor, 
and thove!ly obtalu a. pevcniiial .stream to flow thunioli Sirhind and Mnii.sur- 
poor The eanal, if ever completed, no kmg'er exists, but it de,serves notice for 
the remarkable fact, that in the <lioging of it, about live eentuiies at!,'o, fossil 
remain,s of a fyimiutic .size were di.seovercd and attracted mneh at lent ion. It is 
not easy to .say to vvdiat auiinals they lieloiiged; but hcsi.shta, a.do[)(,iuH' tlu' 
opinion which appears to have been forrmsl at tlu' time ot tlu‘ di.seovery, say.s 
they were the liones of ele[)hauts and men; and adds, “the boue.s ol the human 
fore arm measured three yaz (.■> feet 2 inches); .some ol the bones wei'c petrilied, 
and .some rutiduetl the appearance of iioiKs” 

Amono’ the other works of h’erozo are euumernteil—10 moS(|U(',s, ,‘!0 eolh'ncH, 
20 palaces, fOO hospitals, 100 earavansarii's, 100 public hath.s, 1 .'50 bridgi's, 
dO dams across rivers, and 30 reservoii'.s or lakes foi' inyyalioii. Jle ajipear.s to 
have heen nuthcieiitly con.seicms of his good deeds; and rather pharisaically caused 
.some of them to ire iu.scrihed on the mo.sipie of h’erozahad, a city wliieli he had 
built In the vuaaity of Delhi 'fhe following may he taken u.s a. sam])h>; 
—“It has heen usual in former tim(>s to spill Maliometau blood on trivial 
occasions; and, for small crimes, to mutilate, and torture, them, by enttiug oil' 
the hands and feet, and noses a,nd ears, by putting out eye.s, by jiulvm'izliig the 
bones of the living criminal with mallets, hy hurniug tlu' body with fire, by 
eruc'dlxion, and liy nailing the hands and feet, hy Haying idivi', hy (Ji(> ojicralion 
of hamstringing, and by cutting human beings to pieee.s Clod, in hi.s Inlinite 
goodne.ss, having been pleased to confer on me the powi’r, ha.s also inspired im' 
with the disposition to put an end to these praetiees ” 

Glieias-u-din, whom his grandfather kerozo had associated with him in the 
government a year heforc lie died, now beeame .sole .sovereign, hut ]coved utterly 
unworthy of reigning, and witiuii six months was assassinated. A contest 
for the succession took place between Ahuhekr, a grand,son, and Mahomed, a, 
son of the late Feroze The former had been ])lai!ed on the throne, by tlu! 
assassins of Gheias-u-din; but in the, course of eighteen month.s the. latter 
displaced him, and assumed the title of Nasir-mdin Mahomed 'foghluk. lie 
died in 1391, after a reign of six years and seven months, e,utirely barren of 
gi'ea.t events, and fruitful only in intestine dissensions; and was sneeeedi'd by lii.s 
son Hoomayoon, who assumed the name of Sikundui', and died suddenly, in 
the eourae of forty-five days These constant changes threw everything into 
disorder, and a kind of anarchy ensued; each chief who thought himself strong 
enough making no scniidc of tin-owing off Ids ailegianeo, and declaring himself 
independent. In Delhi alone thei-e were two parties, eacli witli a separati; king, 
the one occupying Delhi proper, and the other Ferozabad. A third party, oee.u- 
pying the citadel, professed neutrality, but tins only meant that they were 
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enduavotn ii' 4 ', to liold Oie biilanco, witli tlio viuw of ultimately sellmy tliein- 
selves to tlie most .ulvantaftc t'ivil w.u thus lagtd in the \ Liy heart of tlio 
cit}^, ami tlie stieets liei^iuuitly lau wuth hlooil 

Duiing this eoni'usion, iutelhgence aitivcd, in loi)6, that Piiiiee Pen Ma >,.« 
homcal Jehangir, ginndson of tlic colehrah d Tiiiunir or Taiucilaiu', had ejossul 
tlu* Indus hy a hiidge of boats, and laid siege to Ooch Tli(‘ governor of Mool- 
tan was pieiiaiirig- foi tlie lelief of it when Pci'r Mahomed, autieijiatiug his 
moveiiiuuLs, aiiived, just in time tosuipiise the Mooltanies nmncdiati ly attei 
th(‘y liad eiossefl the lleas 1’lieir .show of lesistaiieu was useloss; and most of 
those who ese.iped the sword jimished in the iivei A few m.ide good their 
iclieat to Moolt.ui, hut the vietor w.is dose at theii heels, and tlie goveinoi, 
Saiung Khan, had haiely tunc to retire into the fort 7\ftei a siege of six; 
months, want of [irovisions obliged him to .suireuder at discretion d’he pre¬ 
sence of .such an enemy as Peer Mahomed Jeliangir was a, due cahnmty flow 
fe.ufully must the calamity have been increased when he piovi'd to be only the 
foreiiiiiuer of Ids grandfuthi'r The event ib of sullieient impoitinee to dem.uul 
a new ehajitei 
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CHAPTER lY. 


invasion of Tlinoiir ov ’'i’.imorLiuii -fitUlo of JJoIlii-~fS:ick of T)<-llii —K-liiv;r Kli.in, EimourH deputy - 
Jiidejjeijdent kingdoms cstabliMhofl on tlie ruins of the Dollii luuTiiirdiy - PtoceodiiigH of Klii'/,r 
Khcbii—de.ith—IVFoobauk, Ins son and siiciM‘ssor Syud Alahomcd—Ala-u-iliii—Afi^li.iti 
Loily dynasty—Blieilole Lody—Sdunnlur Lody—flnaUiin Eody Ei^tinetLou of tlie Eody Afglum 
dynasty, uud renewal uf that of the Afogula in tin* person of Ikdiei. 


IMOUR, or Tiiiionr lirg-, iisuiiily calli'd liy Llie Asia.tii’s Ain(>('r 
Teinioor, and Ly Riiropcaii.s T’amorlaiio or d’ainerlaii, i'\idc'iiLly 

a. corruption for Tinioiir l.jrng', or Ijaiiu! 'I’iinoiir, an rpithrt 

a[)pli(3(l to luni on account of a cortidn (ii'r'ror of lanit'iH'SM, waa 
born about l.‘b‘!(), in a village in the vicinity of iSa^niariaind. 
Auoortllng to Honio, be vvtin only the aoii of n lujnlsinan ; but a, more probidile 
account in, tlavt he was the son or gra.inlson of a 'I'ai’tav or Mogul cldrf. lie 
liimselt' traced his descciiL from Ghnnghis Klian. On tlm downlall nf the Mogul 
dynasty of Oachaggatai, he managed to obtain tbo siipremae.y, and maths 
Stimarcand his ciipital. .Possessing the andjitiou as well ics the (almits of a 
conqueror, he, had tsverrua Persia, and ox,teu(.led Itis doniiuitsna over ((eiitrul Asia, 
from the wall of Chiiia west to tlic fi-ontiers of Ihiroi>e, and evmi h(>yond, to 
Moscow. He was not yet satistied; and in iS.OiS, wlu'u Ida age nuiat Inivts 
exceeded sixty, he made his appearance on the west Itaiik of tlu' Indus, a.t the 

head of a mighty host The eouvidstal state of the country promising «n easy 

coinpuist, and the innnen.se plnrider which wotdil lu'et'ssarily follow, wt're Ids 
great inducements. His grandson had, as we have setm, lieen stuti ht'fort', 
apparently to feel the way. He Uiin.self now ero.s.sed the river, a,ml etmiimmeei! 
a connse of almost unparallehal mas.sa(;rc and devastation. T laving arrivi-d at 
the, junction of tlic (Jhenab and Ravee, where the town and .si.rong fort of 
Tuhnnha are, .situated, he. crossed by a bridge; and, entering tlui town, plun¬ 
dered it, and slaughtered the inluil)itaT>ts witlmut tuorry. 'J'hn fort was too 
strong to betaken by assault. He therefore left it, and ])ro(;eeded to a town 
called Sliahnowaz, where, finding more grain than his own troops reipiirod, ho 
caused the rest to be burned. On crossing the, Boas, lie entered a rich and pleu- 
tifal country. Meanwliile, lii.s grandson, Peer Mahomed Jehangir, liad met with 
more obstruction. After taking Mooltan. the rainy season connm'uced, and so 
many of the cavalry encamped in the open country were destroyed, that. lie wa,y 
under the necessity of lodging his whole army within the walls. Hero he 
becamo so completely hemmed in and cut off from supplies, that be. wms in the ■ 
greatest clanger of ]o.sing his whole army, when Tamerlane, after simding forwaril 
a detachment of 30,000 select horse, joined him witli lii.s whole timiy. 
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Tiunerlaxio now iiiiivclied to Ehatiioer, wliicli was crowded witli ])eoplo flying ah rsoii. 
Ill teiTur iroiii tlio Mirrouudiiig districts. Oil lii.s approach liiilf of tlieiu M^ere 
diiveii out of tijc town, and obliged to take .siielter under the walls. After a T.imo.iun* 
short I'csistarioc from the governoi-, ho forced his entrance, and coiimdtted so naiT" 
many cnuilties that the garrison, seeing the fate which awaited them, kilh'd 
their wives and ehildi-on in de.spair, .set lire to the place, and, rushing out, sold 
tiiedr lives as dearly as they could, liy killing .some thousands of the MoguLs. 
Tanierhuie, in revenge, laid JJliatneer in ashes, after causing every soul in it 
to he massacred. 8ooi',sooty, f^uttehahad, Itajpoor, and other town.s, were ,sub- 
jeeteil to similar Ijarhaiitie.s. These, however, were merely prelude.s to a more 
genera! extermination, 

Tanu'rhino's gi'eat object was .DcUii, towards which lie kept steadily advancing. 

Having at length ailvanced oppo.site to it, he crossed the river with only 700 
hor.sts, to reconnoitre. Miihmood Toghlak, then the pageant King- of Delhi, and 
his minister, Mulloo Wkl)al Khan, tempted by the .smallness of hi.s attemlaiits, su'?!)of 
sallied out vvltli 5000 hor,s(i, a,ud twenty-.sevenelephants Notwithstanding thcii' 
.sipieriority in luunhers, the Delhi troop.s wera* repul.s(',d. A vast Jimnher of 
])i'i,soners were in the IVIognl (jamp, and .some of them, on seeing Tamerlane 
attacked at a di.saiI vantage,, could not refrain from expressing their Joy. H’lie 
eironinstaue.e being reporteil to this cruid barbarian, he took his revenge by order¬ 
ing tliat all the pi'isoners above tins age of lifteon .should be put to the sword. 

Ill thi,s horrid nia.ssacre, nearly 100,000 men, almo.st all Hindoos, are .said to 
liave perished. 

Having iiovs'' forded the rivi'r with Ids whole army, Tamerlane encamped 
on the plain of Ferozahad. 'The King of Delhi and Ids iiiLiii.ster again risked, 
the encounter, hut with the .same result as before. The elepliant.s, on which 
they mainly trusted, being, at the lirst charge, dcjiriveil of most of their 
drivers, turned hack, and spread confn.siun in their own ranks, Tamerlane gave 
no time to ridly; and, follow^iiig the fugitives up to the very gates of Delhi, ’‘“**^* ^ 
there fixed Ids head iiuarters t'onsternatlun now .spread over the city; and the 
king, iiKstearl of iittininitlng to nllay it, thought only of his own snlbty, and 
lied in the direction ol' (hijerat. All idea of resistance being alia,iid(Hied, the 
chief me,u of the city, orowiling to the camp, luiide their subndssion, and Tamer¬ 
lane was formally [iroclaimed emperor. A heavy contrihutioii having been 
ordered, .some dillicnlty was found in levying it. On this pretext, a body of 
soldiers were sent into the city, and immi'diately commenced an iiidi.scrimiiiatc 
plunder. It had continued for live days before 'Tamerlane was oven aware of it. 

He had romainod ontsido in the camp to celebrate a festival in honour ol his 
victory, and the lirst intimation of the pr’oe.oediug,s in Delhi was given him when 
ho .saw it in llainos; for the Hindoos, in despair, had murdered their wives and 
children, set fire to their houses, a,nd thenru,s]ied out to perish by the sword. 

A general masaacre cn-sued, and somo streets hccamc impassable from, heaps ol 



9fi 


IIISTOKT IN1>IA 


[Hook 1. 


AD ri% floiwl. TIk; amount of plunder wiiH beyond enleulation Jairu'ilane remained 
at Dellvi tilleen days, and then eonnueneed hw return home, canyine with him, 
as part of his own shave of the spoil, 120 elc]ilia,nts, twelve I'liinneei (ises, and a 
ffi'paL nundjer of cui'ious animats belonging to a memigv'rie whieh herozt' 
Togldak had foi'iaed lie is also said to have been so much struck with admi- 
ratiou at the inosijue which tlnit monarch had built, and on the wails of which 
he hail inscribed the history of his ivign, that he Look' hack flu' architects and 
masons to Samavcaiid to build one on a similar ])lan 
ij.i]itiLip i.f He llrst halted at Panipnt, and sent a dctacliment to he,siege Meoviit I'lio 
garrison, confiding in its strength, ridicuh'd tin) very idea ot ca,ptnr(', and insidt- 
iugly reminded the olHcer of the defeat whieii another Mogul geiu'ral had sus¬ 
tained hel'ore it The ofiiei'r, without attempting anything, ivturned to Tamer¬ 
lane, who forthwith a[>peared in person, and conimeneed running mini's with 
such rapidity that his ultimate success was certain. 'I'he proee.ss, hnwt'Vi'r, 
seuinoil Loo ,slow to hi.s Mognl.s, who, having filled U|) tlu' ditch, applu'd their 
Healing ladders and gi'appllug-irons to the walls, eai'ried the place hy assault, and 
put ovei'y Houl witlijn it to the sword d’hc mines eiuployi'd hy Tauu'rlaiK' 
in this and many othei’siege.s, wore not intended to In' lilli'd with ginpiowder, 
as in modem warfare, but meiHy to sap the foundations of the walls, wlneli, 
while the process avus being eanie.d on, Avere su))])ort('d by Avooden frames 
When the process Avas finished, the Avoodi'u frames Avei-e set on fire, and the 
Avails, tliUB left Avifliout support, necessarily tumbled In this instance fihe 
ilogul c'onrjueror, to AVTeak hi.s vengeance more elVectually, completed his 
mines after tlie place had been taken witliont them, ami thus entirely destroyed 
Its defence,s. 

TumeiUiu-'s eoutiuuiug Ills uKU'ch, Tamerlane .skirted the momiLnn.s of Sevvalik, cro.ssed 

UtiU'l 

tlio (JaugtAS, and laid Avaste the Avliole eonntry Avith fire and swoi'd along its 
banks lip to the point Avdicre it hursts from its rocky gorgc.s. He idlerwards 
repassed the river, and ultimately reai'hed Kuinarcaml by way of f'ahool 
Ilefore he left, a (jukkur chii'f taking advantage of hi.s al),senee, got |)o,sse.sslon 
of jjahore, and refased to aeknoAvledge hi.s authority. He tlu'relbre, scuta de¬ 
tachment against that city. Avhieh fell in a few days. VVhili' he lialted at Jamoo, 
Khmr fvhau, who had .suhiuitted to him and hceuine a llivourlte, was uppoinb'd 
hy him viceroy rd'Mooltan, Lahore, and Hepalpoor 
niMiiomiia- For two months after Tamerlane's departure, Delhi was a pri'y to anurchy, 
iKUu nil'll! the .same time ravaged hy pe..stilenee and fanune. After a serii'S of 

‘‘“"I .sanguinary .striigg'le.s, Mnlloo Yekhal Khan, the old Maihometan vizier, gained 
the ascendency, and .soinetlmig like regular goveriuuoid, Avas re-esl.ahlislu'd. 
This return to oi'der inducedmiuiy of the inhabitants Avho lead lied to return; 
and the city, Avhich had recently been a smoking ruin, began to rec'over. In 
addition to a .small di.striet ainimd fclie city, Mnlloo Veklial obtained pos,s(iS,sloii 
of the Doab, oi the tract lying betAArecii the Jiiiuna and (jiingCiS. This was nfiAV 
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all iliab roiiiaiiied of w-liat had rooonbly boon a great, empire. All tlie other 
]n‘o\’iiieo4 were s(3izo<l by the goveriiorri, who continued to hold thou in their 
own naiiieH as independent kiiig'iloniH 

Mulloo Yekbal Khan was not eontouted that ]3clhi should be thus .shorn of 
its greatness He added considei’iihly to its ten'itory by sucees‘iful attacks on 
Tieighbouring governor,s, ami made adiiirs to as,sume an appearance so proniLsing 
that the ('x-ldng, Mahmood Toghlak, who had found an asylum fir.st at Gujcrat, 
and then at Malwah, was induced, by his invitation, to return in 1401 Mulloo 
Yekbal, however, .still eontinued to retain the .sovereign power in his own hands; 
and Mahmood, feeling ill at ease, was ])rovided for hy being ])ut in po.s.session 
of (Janouge. Mulloo Ydchal, having thus got fpiitof him. appear,s .soon to have 
forgotten all the <lei"erenee whidi he nsi'd to .show him; for, in 1404, after a 
victoj'y which Idled him with anihitious longing.s, ho did not hc.sitato to lead 
an a.i'iny a.gainst hi.s old MO\ereign Mahmood .shut himself np in Canonge; anil 
JMulIoo, nnalde to naluco it, rai.sed the siege. He shortly after turned hi.s arms 
against Khi/.r Khan, hut his good fortune forsook him, and he was delcated and 
slain ill 1 to.'). 

Oil thi.s event, the ollieers who had been loft in Delhi gave an invitation 
to Mahmood Toghlak, who, h'aviiig Oanouge, came Avith a small retinue, and 
Avas re-si'ated on his throiu' Mahmood had neither the sense nor courage 
uoocs.Sfivy to maiiitaiu liLs positions; and after various vici,shltude,s, shut hhuself 
up in Keronahail, where be vva.,s besieged by Kliizr Khan, who was, boAvcAmr, oblig;cd 
to raise the siege from want of forage and provision,s. The riOeaso avus only 
i,emporavy, for liaviiig obtained .snpplio.s, lie immediately returned Meauwiiile, 
Mahmooil had removed to Hiry, the old citadel of Delhi. A .similar cause 
obliged Khi/r Kluni to retire as before; but tlie deliA'’era,ncc proved as fatal to 
Malunood as tlie capture of tUe CLta.dcl Avould liave been, The transition from 
fear to joy, and immoderate exertion during a lumtlng oxcnr.sioii, brought on a 
fever, of wbicli he tiled in 1412 lYitli him ended the race of Toorks, the adopted 
slavi'H of iSiiltan Slialiali-u-din Ghoory. His inglorious and disastrous reign bad 
lasted, with inierrupLions, twenty yeans. The nobles immediately placed an 
Afghan, of tlie name of Dowiut Khan Lody, on tlie throne. Tin hold it nominally 
for fifteen months, and Avas then deposed hy Jvliisir Ivhan, in 1410. 

Kliinr Khan had gained the favour of TanieiTaiie, and hcou appointed, as 
alre.ad_y menbioueil, governor of Lahore, Mooltan, and Depalpoor. tHenco, 
though on the deposition of Dowiut Khan Lody, he a.s.sumcd the reins of 
govornmeub at Delhi, ho refuaed to appropriate regal titles, affecting to regard 
himself as only tlio deputy of Tamerlane, in whose name money was coined, and 
the Khootha was read. Even after TaincrJane’s death, the same policy induced 
Khisur Khan to acknowledge tlie .supremacy of his eiicces.sor, Shabrokh Mirza., 
and even send tribute occasionally to Samarcand. His reign or regency, Avhich 
Avas terniinatod liy his death in 1421, after it had lasted little more tluvn seven 
Voi., I. 
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ycai>i, prcHontfi Fow iiuportimfc ovoiits; but IiIm fouiluct coiiiraHt.4 lavourably with 
that oF hi,4 predecessor, and the iidiahitauLs oF Dc'lhi .showed tlieir respe(;t foj' 
Ids incinory by weaving black, their garb oF mouvniiig, dui'iiig three days. 

Moobarik, Khizi' Khau’.s eldest son, sueeeeded liitu, iu virtue' ol' a noiniiiation 
by his Father, when he Felt his end approaehiag blis lirst military operations 
were carried on in tliu Punjab, where he stieceetlcd, hut not without dilliculty, 
in supjn'essing a serious in.surreetion d’ho rebel, Jusiut (jiikkur, though 
repeatedly deFeated, managed always to e.seape, ami to ap])ear mu'X[)eetedlv in 
some other ipiarber as .strong a,s ever. Ide ov('u suee-t't'ded iu creating a diversion 
iu Ids Favour by forming n,n alliauee witli Ameer Hheikh Ally, a. Mogul (dneF in 
tbe service of Sbahrokli Mirza, governor of I 'ahool, and imliicing him to make an 
incursion into Seindo. The ICing of Malvvah, taking advaid,ag(' of tluj.se distuib- 
aiiee.s, inve.sted Gwalior, in tho ho[)e of adding it to his domiidous. Mooharik's 
attention was thus Fully occupied; and his whole reign of thirteen yi'ars i'ur- 
uLshos nofcluug more important than a sneec'ssion ol' revolts. 11 is ii'iiqiei', said to 
have hoen so eipiahle that he never s|M)ke iu auger during liis life, wa,s piuhably 
ill Fitted for tho times in wld(‘,h he livjjd. A eonspiiuey, in which some of his own 
family were iuiplicated, was Fonneil against him, and lie was basely as,su.ssimited 
in the new city of Delhi, while at worship in a inosipie. 

Prliu'B Mahomed, Mooharik’s son, tbongb not one of the actual [lerpi'tra 
tors of hLs lallier’s imirder, was perfectly cognizant oF it, and emh'avoured to 
turn it to account by imniodiatoly inoimting the throne. ITis lii'st act was to 
proclaim his own shame and guilt, by rewarding tlioeon,s]nraLi)i*s. 'I'he a])point- 
ment of tbe vuvgleader, Burvur-ool-Moulk, to the uflie,ft of vizier, produced general 
indignation; and a confederacy was fonued, whieb soon broke out iutoopi'n reliel- 
liou. 'J’lie ninlconteuts marched at once upon Delhi; and Mahomed, seeing that 
Ids vizier was clueRy aimed at, thought he migdvt .save himself by a,baudoning 
Idni to his late. The vizier, however, was too crafty to he, thus caught; and no 
sooner learned tlnit the king wiis in eommuideation with his enemies, than lie 
foi'uiod a band of assassins, and broke into the palace in order to murder his 
master. Pic, too, had beeJi put on his guard, and had laid a tra[) for tlus vizier, 
who fell into it and was cut to pieces. 

Mahomed, now apparcntlyou good terms witlv the coiifedevates who had hud 
siege to Dcllii, thought himself safe; and, throwing off all ro,straiut. spimt his time 
in seirsnal indulgence. The administration of alfaira, thu.s neglected, I'ell into 
disoidoi’; discontent prevailed, and an insuiTection bi'oko out in Mooltan among 
the Afghans. Bheilole Lody, who had placed hiiu.solf at tlioir head, Inul previ¬ 
ously irsurpcd the government of Sirhind, and now made himself mn,.stor of 
Laliore, Depalpoor, and all the country as far .south as Panipufc. .Bbeilolo, unable 
to cope with the royal army which was sent against him, was driven into the 
hills, and, abandoning open force, determined to try the ufFect ol* intrigue. This 
be managed so dexterously that the king, on bis suggestion, put one of bis 
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fihlosL and most faitbrul Revvanfcs to doath; and tlien, in outer to suppress the 
distuidiaaicow wliicli this iiubeoilo and iui(|uitou.s act had produced, liad rocourse 
to Blieilole for abststaiice The crafty Afyhaii at oiico obeyed the smmiioiiH, 
and inarched to Delhi w itli 20,000 hor.sciiicn arrayed in nrniour. 'I'horigh 
tills reiuforcoinent made the royal army sujieiior to that of the insurgents, 
he refused to take the, held, and, like a coward, abut himself up in liis palace. 
The brunt ot the action which ensued hdl upon Bheilulo, wtio acquitted him- 
.self manfully; and, in const'quence, rose into such favour tliat Mahomed adopted 
him as his son. Matters seemed now ii [)0 for the execution of the schemes 
Avliioh IJlu'ilolc liad all along eontcmplated lie accordingly stiengthoued his 
army liy mnuorons hodies of Afghans, and, throwing otf the mask, marched 
iqinu Delhi The siige which he commenced proved more formidable than he 
had a,utiei]iated, and lie determined to wait a little, longer. Meautiine the 
weak and dissoluti' Mahomed was permitted, noDvithstariding his ciiiiii' of 
parricide, to die a natural death, in Mid, after a rcigii of twelve yeans 

Ahirii dill, Mahomed’s son, mounted the throne, and immediately received 
the homage of all the cliiefs excejit Blieilole, who was prohahly not unwilling to 
jirovoke a eontest in which he felt confident that he would jirove the victor. 
Ala u-diu was too jiowerless or too meaU'Siiirited to resent the insult, and hooti 
fell into general contempt, tlio people not hesitating to say ojieuly that he was a 
weaker man than his lather 1'hc kingdom of Delhi now iiossessi'd scarcely a 
shadow of its foniu'r greatness; for the whole that could he considered as pro- 
])orly helongiug to it was the, city of Delhi and a small tract In its vicinity, All 
the rest of llindoostaii was broken np into sejiuj'ate principalities. The Deccan, 
(xujorat, Malwali, Jounpoor, and Bengal had each it.s inilejiendent king; while 
all the otlier territories, though nominally subordinate to Delhi, were in the 
hands of chiefs equally iudependent. At the head of these was, as has been 
already seen, Blieilole Body, whose designs on the capital had hceii repeatedly 
declared by overl, acts, and were only ])ostponcd to a iittuig opjiorbnnity T’hi.s 
opportunity soon arrived. 

Ala-u-diii had early taken a gi'cat fancy for Budaoon, where he had .sjieut 
some time in huildiug pieaMure-hou.ses and laying out gardens, lie thought that 
its air agreed bettor with his health than Delhi, and wished to make it hi.s rc,si- 
douce. The rcrnonstranee.s of his rdzier, who showed him the danger, dissufided 
him fora tlnus; hot crafty eoui'tier.s, having ,siice,eeded in bringing" the vizier 
into disgrace, he immediately jiroceoded to follow (uit his own wishes, regardless 
of the consequences, and set off to enjoy hhuaelf at Budaoon, leaving a deputy to 
act for him at Delhi. The vizier, though disgraced, was still alive. The very 
thought made him uneasy; and .some of hi.s coimsellors, taking advantage of the 
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feeling, persuaded him that lilft be,sL policy would he to take the, viziei'’s life. 
The order to that eifect was aeeordiugly given; but the vizier wa,s put on his 
guard, and made his escape to Delhi, wjiere he had Iniluoncc enough to obtain 
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AD. 11)1 pos.soasioTi (if 111! the royal eirocts The kiiij' was iirgL'd lo liashai huek (,o his 
Ccipikil and .strike a decisive hlow, Inifc lie only made trivolmis excnsi's lor delay. 
One day it, seas tlie wivithcr, wliieli made it di.sa_i>'n'ea)ile to travel; imotlu'r day 
it was the stn,r.s, which pronoimeed it mducky. d’lie vizier made hid,ter use ot 
the time, and invited Jjlieiloh' Lody to assiuue tlie povernnimit. llheilole set 
out at once, luit gave a, new spueimeu of liis Alghau eralt hy writing to Ala-ii- 
diu that liLs only ohject in going was to ex'iiel the vizier. T’liis wa.s too much 
even fur tlie imliecile monarch to holievo; and he volmitarily l,ook tlu' .st.ep to 
which lu) .saw he rvould .soon he forced, hy foi'uially alidiea.tiug the throne in 
iSheilole’s favour, on condition of hi'ing permitted to re.side i[ui('tly at Ihidaoon. 
Here tlie roinainder of lu.s life, cxtimding to nearly twenty-eiglil years, was 
.spent. He had previoUisly reigned .sevmi years at Hellil. 

Bi„uii,i.i Tiheilole, the founder of the hody Afglian dynasty, hegan hi.s reign in I t;10. 

tho ij«ii The cii'cumstiiiice.s of hi.s hirtli \vs‘re extraoi'dinaiy, and lu'ing iutc‘r]>rete,d to 

(mu-n portend his Intm-o g'reatues.s, vt'ry prohahly eonirihul.ed to renlizi' il,. llefore he 

w'as horn his mother wa.s kiiliHl hy tiie fall of her lionsis Her husliaiid, Mnllik 
Kaly, govmiior ol' a di.striet in iSirliind, immeiliately oi’dered her hody to ho 
opened, and, strange to say, the life of the infant wa.s savial. His niiele, Mnllik 
SulLuu, wild had lieeu apjKiiiited g'overiior of >Shhiud witli tlie title of Islam 
Kliau, rewarded his valour liy giving him his danghter in marriage, and making 
liLiu his heir, to the cxcIuhiou of hi.s own full-grown sons. Islam Khun hud 
usnally retained 12,000 Afghans, mostly of his own trilie, in his .service, 'L’lu' 
greater part of these, joined Bhcilole. Tlie King of Delhi hud his suspicious 
roused as to the ultimate nhjeets of the Atghuns; and, hy inducing .Insiait 
Gukknr to take the field against tliem, drove them to the hills, ileri' llheilole 
headed them, made many predatory incursions, and, hy the liheralii,y witli 
whicli Inr divided the spoil, attracted .great nninhers to his standard 'I'lie vizier, 
His.sam Khan, whom the king sent agahust liim, wa.s .signally defeateii. 'I'he 
result, as has heon already related, was that llheilole found means to ingratia.te 
hini.self with the king-, was adopted as hi.s .son, and at hist sueeei'ded in di.sphic- 
ing Alooharik, who retired into private life, and went to re,side, de.spi.se,d or 
forgotten, at his favourite re,side,iice of Bndaooii. 

After Bhcilole snceoedod, he eojitiimed for a time, to treat tlie vizier, to 
whom he-was mainly indebted for Ills elevation, with great re,spent; hut after- 
ward.s, thinking he ]-n’e.snme(l too much on wliat Im had done, lie eau.sed some of 
hi.s .servants to .seize liim. The vizier-, thoirgh not aware of tlio olfence which ho 
had glvoii, expected nothing hut death; hut Bheilole told him that, in gratitude 
for past service,s, he had a .security for his life; the only thing necessary now was, 
that he should cease to ijitenneddlo with public affair,s, and .spend the r-ost of 
Stooitar retirement. Tn 14-31, during an absence of Bhcilole in Mooltari, a for¬ 

midable irmm-ection broke out, headed hy Mahmood Shah Shurky, King of 
Joirnpoor, who advanced with a large army, and laid siege to Delhi. Blieilole 
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vetni-iied with preei|i)taiu>n, nud, hy quitting down Ibo U'bellion, plaeed his \ u u'lo 
powur on a lirnu'r hasia tluiu bcdoro 

Tlu‘ Ivingdoia of llellii, contractod La ex.toiit as it tlxon was, could not satisty ronmdai)^ 
the fiiuhitiou of Blioilole, wlio no booiier found himself firmly seated than he 
hcgiin to thiidv of new coiuiucsts He was not vtTv successful , for he was 
obliged to make a treaty which bound him to liiiiit Ids possession to the terii- 
toj'ies whiclj had belonged to Delhi in the time of Moobavik Ills most lb) mid' 
able enemies wei'e tlu' diflereut members of the Whurky family Among them, 
Hoosseiti iSludi Shurky took tlie lead At one time he advanced against Delhi 
^vith 100,000 horse and 1000 elephants; at another he obliged him to make a 
treaty, hy which hi3 j-elinipushed all right to any territory east of the Gauges 
Ultimately, however, DheiloJe gained so many decided advantages, that a great 
])ai't of the, Sburlcy territory was incorporated with his own. 

lihoilole, when he momited the throne, liad a family of nine sons As he uiicSoiu's 
advanced iu years, and felt the cares of govemmeut weighing heavily upon him, ]'.mition 
he a.dopted the very iuiudieious measiu'e of ]iartitioniug his territory among tlntom 
tliem fn this way tlie amalgamation of the conquests, which had heuii the 
great object of Ids lif', was eomptebdy frustrated Hhorfly after lutddng this 
arra,iig('ment lie was seized with illness, and died in 1188, after a reign of nearly 
thirty-niae years. 

He had previously declareil that his sou Nizam Klian, to whom he had allotted Huikh nf 
Delhi and several districts in the Doab, should he, his sueco.saoi'. Tie was not the, 
lawful lu'ir; for tlie eldest son of Bheiloh', though dead, liad left a son, whose 
title, according to the ordinary rules of succession, was certainly preferable. 

Nizam Ivhan owed this jireferenee to the, iiifliieiiee of his mother, the daughter 
of a goldsmith, wliose beauty hail givmi her the first place iu the harem. After 
a short eoutest, all oiiposition to t!io ajipointmeut ceased, and he assiuned the 
title of Wikuudur His reign, which lasted twenty-eight years, was peaceful, 
at least compared with that of his predecessors; and he is described as remark¬ 
able a,like for the oomeline.ss of his pi'rsou and the cxcollenee of his character. 

In general, justice was administered imjiartially, but some remarkable in,stances 
of intolerance have, left a stain on his reputation One of these dc.swwes to he 
recoi’ded. 

About 1499, a Brahmin of the name of Boodlmn, an iidiahitant of a village 'MELhomGta.li 
near Lucknow, being upbraided by some. Mahometans on account of his faith, 
defended himself liy maintaining “that the religions, both of the Mo.slenvs and 
H uidoo.s, if a.cted on with sincerity, were equally acceptable to God.” He argued 
the point so ingeniously that cousi,doral)le attention was excited, and the subject 
was publicly clisoassed before tlie oasis of Luolcnow. Those judge.s did not 
agree in their conclusion; and the governor, as the best way of settling the 
matter, sent the Brahmin and all the other parties to Snmbidd, where the court 
then happened to be. The king, who was well informed on religious subjects, 
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iuid was foiiil oflicaring them discussed, ok h'l'CiI th(' most IcariKslol ids Mihjccis 
to assemlile and deluite with Uio Eraiimm At tlic veiy outset ot (ho pioi-eed 
iug there was thus a coushh'rahh' want ot iairiiess, as tile Jiiahmin was inisn[i 
povtetl, while no fewer than nine ot the ahlest Mahomet,iii doetms weie aiiayed 
agahist him d’hc result was th.it the ehoseu uiue found tlKsuselves petleetly 

in tin- right, and the IJi’ahmiii altogi'tlus- in 

J llie wioiig As ,1 uatmal eousei|uenee, they 

weie rewaidc'd with gdts ; and it would liavc' 
heeu well if these Innl satisfied them, and they 
, , had allovwed their oppomsit to go his way A 

' ^ j eery ditli'reut comse was followu'd I'he lhah 
y' nun, in maintaining that tlie llimloo faith 
enlitleil to laidc on a footing of ei|ualily 
''/'I '^'*'** Mi'hometan, was held (o have in- 

sailed tiu' I’lojihet; and the only uUtS’native 
^f'l'fc wiis to turn Mahometan or sufh, i dealli 

**'' Iiieeordingly 

- 'file king appear,s to have heen as fond of 

,( judicial as of leligiou.s (pieslions, and ofti'ii 

,sat ill per.sori in tlie eonils of hiw Honu' of 

A IJiuiTMiv —1 i<ini Ik'lucH'S iukHivh xi i • • i • i l i ) 

tlic* (lecisKUiH winch iu‘ ]) 1 ’oiioh)U‘(‘(I ai’(‘ mo 
hrated Two liroUiens, private soldiers, had, among othei hooly ohlaiiied 
during a siege, hecome 2 )os.se,SHed of two large ruhie.s of iliffereiiL sliapes (Jne 
of the hrother.s having determined to ipiit the .service and r(‘tmn to hi.s family 
at Delhi, the otlior intrusted him with his .shave of the plunder, meludiiig 
one of the ruhies, and tokl him to ileliver it to his wife The .soldier wdio had 
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enntinued to serve, on retm-niiig after the war was ended, asked liis wife 
for the ruby, and was told that she had iievi'r seen it 'I’he. brother, on llm 
contrary, declared that he had delivered it; and when tlie ease vaus liroughi 
before the court, produced a munher of wituease.s who swore lliat they had seen 
him deliver it 'flie judge, acting on this testimony, di'cided against tlu' wmiua n, 
telling her to go home and give tlie ruby to her Imshand Her home was thus 
rendered so uncomfortable that, as a la.sL resource, she laitl her eoini»laiuL lad'ori' 
the king He listened patiently to her .statement, and thou .summoned all the 
parties liefore him. The witne.s,ses repeated their evidence; and, in order to 
strengthen it, affirmwl that they ]Ka'fectly recollected the sizt* and shape of the 
ruby, which they had .seen given. On this the witne.ssos were .separated, and a 
piece of wax being given to each of them, as well a,s to each of the .soldiers, they 
were told to mould it into the form of the gem. On examination, IJie models of 
the soldiens agi'eed, hnt that of all the otliens differed, 'I'lie king drew tlu' infer¬ 
ence that the soldiers alone had seen the ruby, and the witnosse,s Inul heeu 
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,=iul)oriied io pei;jm-o tlicm.selws. Jt is .idded that a coiifushion to this etfect wa.s 
aitovwards extorted Jroin tliein 

iSiJiiinidi.u Avais succeeded iii 151 ( ]>y Jii.s ,soii Ihraliiin Under liis j^vaiidfatlier 
and latlier, the vVlgliaii.s liad regarded theinscdvos as a doiuiuant race, and tlK'ir 
eUiefs, besides iiionopoliziiig all the great olliccs of the state, ,sat in the royal 
presence, while all other,s were coiistraincd to ,stand. Ibrahim accordingly gave 
them mortal oli'enee, when, at the omnnienceiiieut of his reion he announced his 

O * 

detcrininatiou to make no di,stine,ti<)n between his ofHcc]’,s, and ,said piihliclv, 
that “kings shoidd ha,ve ]io J'clatimis nor clansnieii.” lie was soon made 
to feel the weight of their indignation. They did not, indeed, atteni])t to 
dethi'ono him; but endeavonred to ])artition hi.s territorie.s [)hieing his lirother, 
Julal Khan, on the throne of Jonnpo(n'. Jiilal accordingly as,snnied the title of 
king, a])pointed his own vizier, and was acknowledged by all the olllccrs of the 
eastern prnviticcs, The Afghan clnefs soon began to di.scover that the revenge 
which they had takc'ii told as much against theni.selvws as against Ibraliim. 
d’hey a,nd their followers formed a .small minority of the popnLation, and nothing 
hut perfect nnlou could enahlo them to niaint.ain their asoendcnc^c Intlnenced 
by this cousid('ration, they would fain lia,vo retraced their steps, hut Julal Khan 
had no idea of re.sjgnlug his newly-ac(pnred hououi'.s, and a civil war ensued. In 
the end, Ibrahim, having regained the eonddonce, of the Afghan chiefs, cru.shed 
the rehellJon of.lulal Khan, svdio, having fallen into Ills brother’s hatids, was Ly 
his private orders assassinated. 

Tlii.s rebellion was no .sooner .suppressed than anotlicr, .still more i'oniiidable, 
broke out. Tsiaiu Khan, hrother of Fntteh Khan, whom Julal had made lii.s 
vizier, believing that Ilmahiiu had vowed the ruin of his family, availed himsedf 
of Ilia induenee as goveiaiov of Knrra, to form a strong party, and imme¬ 
diately raised tiu' standard of revolt. The first detachment sent against him fell 
into an amhuseade, and suflered a very severe loss. The insurgents, in conse- 
qneiiee, advanced, Hushed with victory, and so reinforced that they mustered 
40,000 cavalry, 500 elephants, ami a large hody of infantry, d’he ai'inies arrived 
hi sight of each other, but, instead of lighting, came to a jiarley, on the .sugges¬ 
tion of Sheikh Eajoo fjokhary, a man in universal esteem for hi.s reputed 
sanctity. Terms of accommodation were proposed and agrneil to; but the king 
wa,s onlyr playing a part. He laid sent orders to tlie collector of Ghazipoor, and 
the governor of Oude, to advance, and his object was to keep the insurgenis 
ainnsed till he .should he able to overpower tliem. They diseovored their error 
when it was too late; and having no alternative but to floe or fight ou unequal 
terms, chose the latter. The issue was not long doubtful. After a resi.stance, 
dictated ratliei' by despair than by any hope of victory, they fled in all directions. 

Ibrahim now thought himself secure; but he had only obtained a short 
respite. Bahadur Khan, on the death of his father, who was governor of Behar, 
immediately declai'ed bimself independent, and assumed the title of Icing, 
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Nuinoi'Oii.s malcoTitciifc cliiot's joined him; iUid, iii tlu' litiiul of 100,000 horse, lie 
made himself master of ail tlic coimtiy as fiir as Siimhuhl, di'lbatiiif)' thcJfelhi 
tirnty in several png'atrcmeiiis A still moi'e i'aLa) step was taki'ii by Duwliit 
IChfui Lody, the governor of Lahore, lie liad at first talcen jiart witli the, king, 
hut heciiuie alarmed at the i-epeated instaneers of liis ])erfidy Not se(!iiig- any 
security for his family in any tejans of accommodation wliieh Ibrahim might be 
induced to grant, and conscion.s, at the saiiic time, of his inability to meet him 
in the. open held, he entered into a communication with IJabor, wlio was then 
reigning in C'abool. That jaince had long ke[d his eye, llx(id on Uindoo.stan, 
whicli, as a dire.ct descendant of Tamerlane, hcrc‘ga,rdcd a.s])ai-tol his i]du;rita,nec 
Nothing, therefore, could be more in accordance with his w^i,slurs than Dowlut 
fChan’s invitation, lie v/as well awiiiainh'd with the convulstsl state of the 
(iountry; for at this very time Ala-u-din, the brother of Ibrahim, was living in 
exile at his court. Jjefoi'(i taking the lield in jier.son, llaher sent I'orward tlii.s 
jjriuce, who was imme<liately joined by Dowlut Ivhaii. Many other ollicer.s ol' 
di.stimtiou also rallied around his .standard, and lie continued his march towards 
Delhi, with the intention of laying siege to it. His army mustered ‘10,()0() horse. 
Ilrraliim wont out to oppose him, but suffered himself to be Hur[iri,sed in the 
night, and, after a tumultuous conllict, found, wlieu the day dawned, that most 
of his officers had deserted to the enem^c The troops, liowcv(‘r, had renudued 
faithful, and an opportiiiuty of rcgaiiiiug more tliau ho had lost immediately 
presented itself The troops of Ala-u-diu, thirdviug they had .socurcil the 
victory, had disiier.sed to plunder. Ibrahim, before they were awart', was on 
them with his elephants and as many of his .sukliers as bo bad rallied, and 
drove them from, the field with gnait slanglitm-. A!a-u-diu, giving u]) all i'or 
lost, made a precipitate retreat to the Punjab, and Ibrahim once moro entered 
Delhi in triumph. It was of short duration; for the only cdlect of Ala,-u-iUn's 
discomfiture was to bring Babei- aciuss the Indus in the (uid of loild. As the 
details must bo left fur another chapter, it is sufficient here to mention the 
re,suit. The khig.s mot in the hegiiming of the following year, on the plain of 
Paniput, and a sanguinary battle was fought, which torraimitod the life of 
Ibrahim, and extingui.shed the Lody Afghan dynasty. On its ruins the far 
more celel irated dynasty of the Great Mogul was erected. 
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ABL<jR was the sixth in descent fnim Tameihiiic Ilis grand- 
i'abhei, Ahn Said JVIliaa, Icl't c-lcv'eu sons, amoiig ndioin his 
<'\'tensiv(' dominions wei’c dividcMl Omar Slicikh Mirzii, the 
rourtli sou was for aonie time governor oi’ CJiihool, l)uL was 
Lrans[('n'('d bo Ferghana, sitnatod on thi‘ n])p(a- eouise id' the 
davartos d’liis province, ol' wliicli lie w,is in |)OSse.s-^io)i wlieu AI)U S.iid died, 
vvii-' al'terw.u'ds held hy him as an inde|)endeut suveicignty lie liuil mar- 
rit'd the sisler ol' Malmiood Klian, a descendant of Dschaggatai Klum, and 
ill rough him eonneeted with tllieughis Khan liaher was hei- .son, and \ras, 
eon,se<iuently. hy th(“ motluT’.s side, a Mogul It is somewhat singnl,rr lhat, in 
liis own il/mao/i',s. In' always spi'iiks with contempt ol’ the Mogul i .ice, though the 
dynasly which he was ahont to I'stahli.sh in India was deslininl to take its name 
I'rom it Tiie I's phi nation is, that tin* title (Ireat Mogul was not ehosmi hy 
him hut wa i a])]ilieil, in accordance with the Itinduo custom ol'giving tire name' 
ol' Moguls to all Ihe Mahometans of the north-west, with the .single cxce])Lion of 
the Afghans When hi.s fathi'i' died, ijalic'r was only twelve yc.irs of age [fe 
was thus deprived of his niiLiirai pi'otector iH'fore he could he expected to he aide 
to act for hiimelf I'o add to the misfoi'tunc, his uncles, who ought to have 
hel'rieiided liim, weri' imgciieroiis enough to lesciit a quarrel whieh they had had 
with the fatlu'i', on tin' son Ihit Jlabcr had talents cijunl to the diliiculties of 
hi'i position ihi learning his fatlicr’s death, he took uninediate slops to .secure 
the .succession As the elde.st son, lie had llic hi'st title to it, and there was no 
room for di.spute It was necessary, liowever, to consult Ids uncle, Sultan Aluiiod 
iVlirria, rulei' of Samareand and licikhara, to whom the supremacy helongeil; and 
IJaher .sent an emliassy to lihn, to say, “ It is ]ilaln you must place one ut your 
.servants in tire enmmand of this eouutiy; ] am at oiiei' yoUr .son and your 
servant; ii'yon appoint ,me, yonr purpose will be answered in the most satisfac¬ 
tory inanuer.” d’ids honest hut jilaiii dealing gave dissati.sfaction, and a hostile 
answi'r was rctuvued d’he nuole was, in fact, already on the march, determined 
to eom|detn the conquest which he had begun whili' Bahor s father was idivo, and 
make him,self sole master of Forgliaua On this occasion fortune liivoui'crl the 
friendless youth, Jn croasing a river, the bridge, wliich was crowded with liLs 
iiTiele’.s troops, ga.ve way, and groat numbers of men, horses, and camels peri,shed. 
This was icgarded as oininuua, particularly as a defeat had been snskuined ak the 
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iti iioi, sump spot throe or four yoiirH Imforo 'I'he ariny, in coiiseqnoneo, heoiime |)iniio,- 
struok, nml sliowcd the utmost velnutiuino to ii(lvanP(' While tliey umre he.si- 
tiitino', tlie horses wei'o Keizeil w'^ith a f:i,ta] disease, and Bahors army made, its 
a[i[)C‘araueo All tliese cireinnstanees Ttiade, the invaders disposed to listi'u to 
terms of aceoinnnjdatiou, and patch ii[) a hasty ))eae(>, wIkmi a resoluh' advance 
of a few miles would prohahly have put tliein in possession ol fndijan, llahers 
capital. 

niter's No sooner was this daimer ('Scaped, than another, of an e([iially loi'inidahle 

imit.uii natmn, threatened hitu 'J’he Bidtan Malnuood Ivlian inadi' his a|)j)earanee in tiie 
north, aufl laid sieo'o bo Bahm-’s fortre.ss of Aklisi. After re[)eaied assaults, which 
were repulsed with ffivat valour, heahaaidoiusl the atteiujit as hopele.ss, and made 
the best ol' lii.s way home A third eiu'iny advanced li'om the east, ]thinderino- 
and devastidany as he ea.me ffe was, however, still more ('asily dispo.sed of I,ban 
the others, having liroiigdit himself into a iiosition out of whieh, if full advantage' 
had lieen taikeii, he could not have ('xtricated hint.self Baber, thus fi'oed from 
the perils wliioli hail environed him, turned hi.s leisure to good account, and made 
many inpiortaut internal improvements 

ihinuh' He had hitherto hi'cn contented to act on the defen.sive, lad, in 1 ‘M)5 he found 
enough to cliange his tactics, and attempt the conipicsb of Khojimd. 
It had at one time belonged to his father, and on this ground he thought him¬ 
self entitled to take it if he could "Pile ta.sk proved easier than hi' autiei[ia,ted. 
and ho gained pos,session of it almost \v ithont resistance. His ne.xt atti'inpt was 
on TJratn[ipa; but as the inhabitauts liad carried liome all their graiu and pro- 
vender, thus making it impossible for him to obtain supplies, and irs the winter 
WHS about to .set in, he was obliged to j'etreat, In l-ll)(i, the sueci'ssion to 
Saniarcand liaving been disputed, tliree dilPerent Haiina.uts appeari'd, and invaded 
the country in three ditPereut (lircetions. Baber was one of tlicm; but a.s none 
of them was able to e.stabli.sh an a.seendency, they all three reiiri'd. In the, fol¬ 
lowing year Baber I'enewed tlio attempt, and eondneied his operations with so 
much skill and valour, that, before tlie, \'ear expired, both the city a,nd territory 
of Samarea,nd were in his jio.sse.ssioii He wa.s ai'cordingly crowned, a,ml 
acknowledged by mo,st of the nobles; lad, as thi' city had eaiiitulatod, and he 
was anxious to conciliate the inhabitants, he forbade all ])lunder. 'Phe troojis 
were grievously disa[)poiuted, .and liegan to di.sperst'. (.Itber.s, not .satisfied 
with thi,s, went off in a liody, and olFercd their services to Jehangir .Mirsia, 
Baber's brother, wlio was treacherous euough to listen to their overtiu'es, and 
seiae, on Indijan, one of the loading districts ol‘ Ferghana 
riteBcirioiiB A.t thi.s time, when all the talents which Baber iiossossod 'woukl scarcely 
iftSafoTtmtes havG suuioed, he neized 'witli a dangerouw illno-sfi, and hnind Iuh n,hairs on ilio 
vetge of rnin, Samcareand wa.g held hy a inosL prccaiaous tenure; and it was 
obvious that the moment he ceased to overawe it hy his personal priiaence, he 
would lose it altogether. He re.solved, notwith,standing, to make this sacrifice; 
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tor Ills patcriiiil floJiiiiuons wore doarer to liiiu tli.iu aiu'^ jicw coiiqurst, liowcver 
viilualjle, aud ho coidd not lii-uok blio idea of liavuio tliom disuicml^erod liy tdio 
perfidy of a bioLher iJc acoordiiioly sol out tovaiids ludijau, hut Ik' arrived 
oidy in tiiue oriouoU to loanr that the otlieois to whom the dol'moe of it was 
iutriisted, liad heou iiuhrcud, by a rmnour of Ida draitli, to .smroiidei', and that 
Jehano-ir had actually mounted the tlrroiie Uoth Saniaroand and liidijan wore 
thus lost B.iboi' wars now' in the ntiiiost ilistre.ss, and aii[)lu!d foi- aid to his 
maternal uncle, Sultan Mahinood Klian Ills broLhei- Jehangir ajiphcd at the 
same time, a,nd Mahmood, unwilling to interfere in the quarrrds of Iris nephews, 
g'a,vc tnr a4si,sta,uce to eitlna- Ulthuatel}', liowevei', lie depaited ho far finm tliLs 
resolution as to talio open part w'ith Haber-, wlu), after var-ious \ iei.ssitudes, 
i-eeoverud his paternal kingdom in 1199. lie even .set out to attoiiipt the 
r('('overy of Samai-eand, Invt was only on the way when he reeoived tiro morti¬ 
fying intellig-c'iK'e that tire, Ifsheks had antiuipated him, and made themselves 
mastf'fs both of Hamarcand and llokhara 
d’he eonse<(uene(' wars, that he was not 
only frusti-ated in tlnr hope of taking 
Saiinu'eand, Init again lost hVrgliana, 
wiiieh liad been overi-un in his ahsence 
Ills oidy restnn-ee was to betake liiin- 
self to the unnintains, and wout there till 
fortune should again sutilc u))on him 
While aJiiiost iliseouMoIate at the di.sasters 
v/hieli had hefalleu him, he lay down in a 
grove to h!co]>, and dreamed that Ahdollalt, 
a df'rvLs of gn-at r-eputo, called at his 
house lie invited 1dm to sit down, and 
(ri'dered a ta.hle-elotli to he wpr-eail for him; 
bnt the dervis, a[)pa,rently oifended, rose 
to go away. While Hahor endeavoured to 
detain him, the dervis took hold of Iris 
arm, and lifted Irim np towards the sky. 
fiignllleaut; hnt Haber and his followers regarded it as a pr'oinise of future good 
fortnno, and del.ermiued, in cnnsequenco, to make another- attempt on Satrrarcaird 
The capture of the city was one of the exploits on which Idabei- particularly 
plumed himself, and he dwells on it witli evident oxriltatioir in his Uemoirs. 
Here, Imwever, oitly the leading facts can be mentioned. Id is .small irarty 
nrnstered only 320 men, and yet -with these he succeeded in nraking himself 
master of a la.i'ge cajdbal, occujried by warlike Ushelcs, whom Sheehanr Khan, 
a veteran general of high reputation, oomnnmdOd Having' secretly arrived in 
the vieiuity at irriduight. ho sent forward eighty of his party to a low part oi' 
the wall, which they iinnrodiately scaled hy means of a gi-applirrg-ropC, Going 
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affcerwiU’ds vouiiil, tliey siirjn-jbcd and ovoqiowf'rod tliu j^iiavd in of one 

ol’ ihi'. gains, opeueil ii, and let in Babeu witli ilic 210 svho were wiili liiin 
They i!nm('di}itely ru.shcd along- (Jio ,sti-e('is, jn-Delahnin;^ Balier'H iianu'as (liey 
passed It earned ,i ehann witli it to the ears oi many of llie inliahilanlH. who 
imnrediah'ly rallied around him while (he IJsheks lan eonfiiKedly li'oiu place to 
]»laec, ignorant both of the ])osition and numbers of thcii' assailanls When i.ln' 
alarm reached the he-ad-(piartern, Hlieebani Khan, who occupied the fort with 
7000 men, set out with a .small body to r(‘eonnoiLre, and on (inditig that liabei 
had gained .some thousands of tin' inhabitants, who w(t(‘ n-nding the air with 
acclauiation.s, was .so frightened that Im took tlio op])osite gati-. aiui lied towards 
Bokhara Baher obtained (piiet [losseasion. 

rralicr was aevare that the victory was only half won so long as the U,slacks 
maintained their footing in the ooimtry, and In- lahouri'il to unite the neiglilionr- 
iug elilefs in a general coalition for tlie pnrpo.se of e\|)('lling thi'in Owing to 
di.ssensions and ji'alonsies, hi.s exei tiotri wmi-e imavailiug, and he was left to 
light siuglmliauded with hi.s formidahie fooH 'They proved more than a ruateh 
for him, and lie .sustained a did’eat wliieh obliged him to .slnit himseli' up within 
tho walls. Here he defendt'd himself till he .sulh'red all the liori'or.s of famine, 
and .saw no vesHource but to take advantage ol’ the night, and escape with about 
100 J'aitliful attendants This (light took place in the hi'glnriing of l.'iOl, and 
iio was once more a homeless wandevin- lie found an asylum with his nude, 
iSidtan iMahmoud Khan, who gave him the town of Aratiba for his residenee. 
[Tere hi.s releutlass oneiiiy, Slieeljani Iviian, liaind liim out, and he removed to 
'Tashkend, where he remained for somi' time in a state of despomiem-y At 
tcug’tii an opening apjieari'd in hi.s hereditary kingdom, and by the aid of his 
two uncles lie obtained jioHsessiuu of Aklrsi, one of ils strongest forf.s, Tt was 
onlv a gleam of .sun,shine befori* tlie, coming .stoi-ia iShei'haiii Klian an-iiin 
ap])earod, and cominered as hefove. lii addition to hi.s own nii.sf'urlunc, Baher 
had the misery to see his nneles involvwl in his fate, '^I’hcy were both fcalvcn 
prisoners, nud released only at the expen.se of their kingdom,s. Sultan Mahmood 
Khan was unable to hear up uudej- the stroke, and hi.s health hi'gan to di'dine 
One of his friends, luuting that Sheebaui Kluui had poisoned-luiu, offered soiiu' 
tirialr of Khutta. a medicine which was tlu'n in higli repute as an antidote. 
The aulian replied, '‘Ves! Sheebaui Khan, has -[loiBOiied me iudi'cd! lie, has 
taken away luy kiug'dom, wdiich it is not in the power of your tiriak of 
Khutta. to restore.” 

Baher had at onetime .some tlioiiglitH of trying his fortune in Ohina, Ilis 
aihooion.i own Gonntry, at all eveiiks, seemed shut against him, and he quitted it for ever. 
But he had no intention of closing Iris career. Though he had seen much of the 
world, and experienced many reveraes, he .had only attained the ago when most 
men hegin to make lAmir appearance in the public stage of life. He was Titbit! 
more than twenty, aiul was home up hy the belief, which conscious tah'.ut and 
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gTUilt, natural buoyaircy of .spirits snggesksl, that soiiio groat dostiny avvaitod liiin 
In 1.501 lio tunic tlio diriutiou of tlie east, rvdiere lie .saw no tiolil of eaturpri.se .so 
proiiilsiiig as (Jalsool, which liad fallen ijito a state of anarchy. It had once 
l)een ruled hy lii.s fatlun, and sii!isei|uently hy his uncle, Ulugh Deg, who had 
died in 1501, leiiviJig an infant .son I'Ik' niinister Look the «hole govemmcui 
into his own liaints, hut .soon di.sgusted the nobles, and was assassinated. (Ireat 
conviil.sions followed, and G'ahool hecanio a coininon pi'ey to di.sscnsions within, 
and invasion, from without. A foreign u.surpei' was on thi‘ throne when Baber 
arrived, lie found little diih'culty in di.splaciug liiiu; and thougli hi.s ccaisin, the 
above .son of Ulugh IJog, wa.s still alive, he regarded the kingdom as a lawful 
conf|uest, and ruled it in hi.s own name. Hi.s auihition wa.s nut yet .satisfied, 
and, taking advantage! of favourable eirrnin.stann'.s, he made himsedf imisLer of 
Kandahar. It would .seejii that at this eai’ly ])erio(l hi.s ihonghls were turned to 
tliudoo,stall, and the iiiva.sion (d‘ it was openly talked of and discussed in his 
(iourt, Various cirenm,stances, howevei', eonciirred to ])o.sti)one any actual 
pre]iai'ntions 

Idle eai'liiwt of the.so was tlie apjiearauee of the I'ostless and iinplaeahle 
Sheebaui Khan, who drovi' Baherfroni Kandahar, and rc-scateil the former ruler. 
iSheeha.iii Khan, having ultimately met his master in Hhah Ismael flophi of 
Pi'nsla, wa,s (hdeated and slain. Balter immediately propo.scd an a,llianee with 
the shah, hy vvho.se aid he hoped to regain his former dominions. Nor was he 
disappointed With an arin_y of (i0,0()0 lior.so, partly funii.slied by the rcr.sian 
nionareh, he took Ivlioondooz, snbdtKsl Bokhara, ami in 1511 was ,seated fur the 
third time on the throne of tSaiuarcand Here he fixed his residence, and loft 
Oaliool ho 1)1! governed under liiin hy his brother, Nasir Miraa. This return of 
prosperity was short-liveil; for la* was immediately engaged in a seric.s of 
sanguinary struggles with the nsbek.s. Thesi' were gonorally to his di.sad- 
vantage; and in 15 US lie arrived, .shorn of all his new conipiests, to ve.sume the 
government of Cahool. Ibis Iirother Nasir MirKa returned to hi.s government 
of (Ihumiee. 

Baber had now been nearly twenty years King of Cabool, and during tluit 
long period hail often turned a, wistful e.yo to India. Othei' objects of ainhitioii 
had repeatedly .started up and teupited him to try his fortimc in the we.st; but 
the diliicultios had itrovod iusurnioimtahle, and the conviction had been forced 
upon him, that if lii.s name was to descend to posterity as a great coiiiperor and 
mighty monarch, tlie ea.st was the quarter in wiiicli he lun.sl gain hi,s laurels. 
I'lie timu,s were favooi-able. Tlie tlirouo of Uellii had been occupied by a .series 
of Afghan cliieis, who liad never gamed tlie affection-s of the. people, and ruled 
only by the sword ’Wliile thus requiring all the aid which union could give, 
interminable feuds prevailed, and the .succession was regulated not so much by 
the ordinary rules, of relationship, as by court intrigue, faction, and assassination. 
Under this wretched system the kingdom had been brolcori up into fragmente, 
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auci Delhi exliiljited rac;rely a shadow of its f(.)nner greiitncss. It v\'a!,s impos¬ 
sible not t<j })ercci\'e. that a coviutiy thus rided, and acknowledged a,t the same 
time to be one of tlie griuidest, fairest, and riclie.st regl(.iiis ol tlie glolje, pre¬ 
sented facilities imd atbractioiis to tlie con(|ueror fa.r greater tha.n, the wnist could 
fiu'-uish ; and the only wonder is, that a prince so talented, and so ainliitious as 
Baber should have rennuned so long on its frontiers without nialdng an actual 
inroad into it. 

Bal)ei'’s first Indian caiapaign took place in la I If On that occasic.m, alter 
overrunning the territory between Oabo(.il and the Indies, be cri.issei.l oviir iid-o 
the .Punjab, and advanced as fai' as Bliira, .Prom thi.s ]»laee iie sent a niessao'i; 
to Ibrahim Lod}'", tlie King of Delhi, reminding liini tiiat the. .Ihmjal) hail heen 
frequently po.ssessed b}’'the liouse of Tairierlane, a..nil demanding that to him, 
as a branch of that house, it should be volvmtarily nvsigneil, rmles.s he was jire-- 
pared to see the war carrieil farther into India.. In this ca.nqiaign he i'oache,d 
the Clicuaul:i, and then returned to Uabool. .Mis seci.md Indiiui cfun|ia.igii was 
made in tire course of the .same year. His inain object was to reduce bahore, 
but after rea.cli.iiig I’eshawcr, and advancing to the lud.iis, int(;iiig(.vuc.i.i of a.n 
invasion of Budukshan by the King of Casbgar coinpelleil birii bo return, lie 
marclied a third time against India in 1520, and had reached Sealk.ote when he 
hiarned that his presence was immediately required, to defend hi.s Ci.ipi.tiil against 
an invasion from Katidahai'. He, had not only rejinlsed (lie inva.d,or, hut pur¬ 
sued Jiiin to Iva.udahar, 
ami captured it, wlu.)Ji, 
in 1521, .Dovvlnt Khan 
sent the tempting in¬ 
vitation formerly men- 
tioiiixi In eompruiucc 
V'ith it, .Ba,I)er advanoed, 
to the neiglihourhooii 
of Laliore, which he en¬ 
tered in triumph, idler 
gaining a,signal victory. 
Dowlut Ivha.n liaving 
a ft e r w a r d ,s t v.i r n o d 
against him, he llivind 
Ids prospects of success 
so seriously affected, 
fliat lift rested satisfied with apipoihting govtirnor.s.: 0 ,Yer the districts vhi.ch he 
had conquered, and again returned home. 

Ala-a-din .body, the brother of Ibraliim Body, King of .Deliii, had lieen left 
in:;comnaahd. qif ^ forcebi and. :for a Ihhif wastkolhuccessfoV^ 

ppsl:ied:jlbfvfard:'.|p,;.the;.yicihftyiif-Delhi. ■bsHere;he':.seeihed:^^^t^^^ gahioda, 
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victory, till his o\\"U (‘ai’('l(‘ssiio.sK and the wint of discipline turned it into n com- a d 1020 
plete defeat, a7ul ol)li,ti<‘d liiin to retire precipitately into the Punjab, Balier, on 
lioiiiine- of tlie disaster, immediately he,stii'i'ed liiiiiself and nnide Ids appearance 
in India Tins vais Ids Jifth, and proved his mo,sb deci,si\e Indian eanipaigri, 

Ilis foi'co was com])ai'atively small After crossing the Indirs on tlic lothmi.cis 
of Beeember, J.52-), he mustered it, iind foiiml tliat he liiid only 10,000 chosen 
horse At Sealkote, howevei-, he was joined hy Ala-u-din, and tlins obtained a 
considerahh' rciid'oreemcnt The lirst appeiiranoe of opposition was on the patt 
of ilnwlut Ivhaii, ;iinl his son Cllnizy Ivhan, who laid again esjion.sed the cause 
of the King of Dellii, and wore encamped on the l)ank,s of the TIavee, near 
Lahore,, with a,n arrn^f of -10,000 Ttuy were aliaid to risk an action, and, as 
B:ihor advanced, I'ldreated—tlie former to Malwat, and the lattor to the hills, 
llaliei' immediately lnv('stc<l Midwat, and ohliged it to eajiitulate in a few days. 

On this occasion lie generonsly^ forgavi' Uowlut Khan, and everted hiinself in 
restraining tin' rapacity of his troops, who, as soon a.s the gatiss were opened, 
broke in, and comiuenoed an indi.scviminate ))lunder. Ru.sliiiig in among them, 
lie at great personal risk rescued a hidy helonging lo Bowlnt Khan’s family, 
whom a rnfhan had seized, and saved a line hhrary which liail heen collected hy 
Oliazy Klmn, wlio was a poi't and a man of learning, 

d’lie di.sseiisions whleli prevailed at Delhi, and the invitatloiLS whieli he C'jpnutn.f 
received from the malcontenl,s, indnced him to advance vithonb delay. He udiii' 
('.vperienced little sorion.s o|)po,sitiou till Ibrahim him.self advanced to meed liim, 
at tile head of 10,000 horse and 1000 (dephants Baher’.s army was not a liJ'th 
of this nmnher; hut every man in it was a soldier higlily disciplined, attached 
to hi.s chief, and resolved bo couqnor or die; Avhereas the Delhi force Ava.s a 
heterogeneous mass, comjiosed of the most discordant mateiiats. The re,suit Avas 
not long doubtful, and Ibrahim hinrself was among the slain. This battle, 

Avhieh AAois fought on bln* 20th of April, ]52(), ileeided tlie fate of Hiiidoo.stan 
Baber did not fail to mahe the moat of his victory. Ho inuneJiately de,s])atched 
his son Ilooniayoon to occupy Agra, and another detachment to maveh rapidly 
on Delhi, Avliile he followed Avith the main body. His entrance aa'sk unopposed, 
and he took formal jiosse.ssion as soA'creign, 'I'ho fort of .Agra otfered some 
resistance; but the terror of the Mogul arms wna noAV so general, that the 
Rajpoots Avho defended it olfered to eapitidate. Instead of levying a ransom 
from individuals, Balier consented to accept of a diamond, AAmighing 672 carats, 
which lie- presented to his son Hooniayoon On entering tlie Delhi treasury, 
he appears to have been a.stonlshecl at the amount, and immediately began to 
distribute it Avith the greatest jirofusion, as if he had imagined it inexliaustiblo, 

.Not satisBed with making rich ]>resents to all his chiefs, and even to the mer- 
chauts wlio foUoAved his camii, he made huge donations to holy places in varioAis 
countries, and caused a sharokh to be given to every man, Avoinan, and child in 
the kingdom of Cahool, without distin.(?tion of slave or free. The gift to each 
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AVMS vatliei less than a sliiHing, but tlio ao-^vcgatu ,suiu must have, been enoi'mmi.s. 
Ills ])i‘Ofliy'filLty on Lliib oeeasimi |)rocni'0(l liiin tlie mekuaiiu* of alter 

a i'(‘ligious order whose rule is to make no piovisioii Ibr tlic iuoirf)\v 

Had Baber been jiiteiidiug, like I’anierlaiie, to r(nil India, tliiiS s(|nandering’ 
of the treasury uiiolit easily have been es:plalue(l, and even jii.stilied, on grcunuls 
of ])olic_v; but the folly of the proeeeding .seeniM evtreme, when it i.s eonsidm'ed 
that he from the 1ir.st regai'ded it as a jiermanent eomiuest, and determined to 
make Pelhi his futiiri' eapital I’he ((iie.stion hail undergone lornial diseussion 
after the ea]iture, and many of his most eKjieiieneed olliccrs, contrasting the 
Hinalluess of his avmv with the threatening’ ajijiearanee wliieh the Alghaus still 
continued to |)resent in various quarters, wore urgent lor his ivtnrn to (lahool, 
or at least retreat to the Punjab, hut he at once jiut an end to all theii remon- 
.straueCiS, by exclaiming. “ What would all the Mahomi'tau kings in the world 
say of a uionai'ch whom the fear of death obligi'd to abandon such a kingdom''’ 

Pho idea of dejiarture being abandoned it required all Babi'r’.s .slhll and 
eiu'i'gy to make good hi.s jiosition Several Afghan ennqHditors e(ani(‘eted with 
the late royal I'amily were set np against him, and s.ingniniuy battles wow 
fought, generally, however, to his advamtagi' As a, neeessavy eon,sequence, his 
eanse advanced, while that of his enemicH vai>idly ili'clined; and many who had 
.stood aloof, witli the intention of ultimately joining the winning sidi', made 
their .snhmissiun. Hut his greatc.st daugei’s were not in the field, for tlio.se 
who feared to euenuntev him tlu're, did not .sei'upli* at any mea.ns wliieh promised 
to he .successful. One of the mo.st llagrant attemiits made on his life was hy tin* 
mother of Ibialiiin Body, the late -lovereigu She had heeomi’ his eaptiw, and 
he had treated hei with great re.speet and kindue.ss, hut tlie destruetion which 
he had lirought on her family was not ho he forgiven, and she brilied Baber’,s 
taster and cook to poison some have-soup intended I'or him He aetually par¬ 
took of it, hut the poisoning having been overdone, alleeted the taste, and In' 
desisted in time to snv'e his life. 

JBahf-r w'as still in the lull vigour of life, and might, in the course of iiature. 
have been e.xpeeted to hava-a long career before him, hut he had crowdi'd Ihe, 
events of a lifetime into a eoinparatively short period, and hi'gau to exliiliit 
symptoms of a in-eniature old age. Pever after fever attacked him; and, 
beginning to feel hi.s end approaehing, he sent for his .son lloomayoon, and 
appointed him liLs successor. A few inontli.s after, on the 21th of Ueeemher, 
1530, lie breathed his la,st He had reigned thirty-eight years, hut of these 
only five were spent on the tln'une of Delhi, ttm.sidei-ing the sliortiies,s of the 
period, it is wonderful how much had been aceompH.slied in it Not only had 
Afghan insurrections been jiut down, and the whole MahouieLan population 
reconciled to the new dynasty, hut great battles had Ixsin fought, a,nd great 
victorias giijned over in.snrgent Hindona After Mowai', Malwidi, and Mewat 
had been tiiibdiied, Behar, on both sidas of the Hanges, was overrun, and the 
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King ()1 rjdig.il saved Ills iiulepLiulenu li\ siibuuttuig to an muniiiiudus 

jKSue Till iliioue (li the LUcal \lugul was tliiis imt mih set np hut seeiiud 
io liL liuiily csfcibhditil 

The hive of iiatuie, vliieli Uabei iibiiueel in all it'-, lie'-iliiiess to the \eie last 
iiid fit wliidi 
min^ tom hill ^ 
iiisbimes aie* it 
I 01 (led b\ liim- 
sell a[i[ieaied in 
his stloclion ol 
a liiid it-,tnuj; 
plnit It v.is III 
the vi(iiiifc> (it 
t'abool on the 
banks ot lelcMi 
uinmng stuain 
at the loot of a 
lull I oimn uulnig 
a noble puis[i( et 

Tliei<i Ins (oml) still stanels and lu bout ol it a small but chasii mosque oi i 
white miihk Ills ehai.ietei w lust kained fioni Ins Meinour oi jlnto 
huxii (I jtinj ill whuli Ins opnnoiis and litliugs au^ (aiitlidly ixpiessed, and ii 
lull insight IS given iiilo the uindud both ol the niouaidi and the man 
lb w livm so lull of vie'issiludes and temptations would hem to be so nnnutolv’ 
nisestigatid and sutlii so little fioin the uwstig.ition Take him all la all, 

in Ills \a,iieel and seldom eoiabmed 
eapacitie's as a wiiter, a soldioi, and 
a iiilei, it must be aeluiitted that Ins 
pi opes ])laee is among the" gieatest 
men whom the East has pioduced 
It IS almost needle,ss to say that both 
Ins public anel Ins piivato life exhibit 
blemishes Amemg those of the 
foiiTiei descuption may be mentioned 
Ills folly m B(|nancleiiiig the tieasiue 
found in Delhi, and among those of 
the latter, Ins bacchanalian habits, 
which he is said not to have aban¬ 
doned till they had matle serious iinoada on. liis constitutahin 

Baber lelt four .sons The second, Kaxmtin, who at the time of Ins fdtliei’& 
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AD i=w (leatl) was governor of (jal)onl iind KauiLiluU', not only ietainod possession of 
^ them, Init made good ,i claim to tlie Dnnjali. Tlie (wo younot.,,! son.s were' at 
Jioi.nii^on.i first contented to 1 1 old governments ni India undm iroomayooii, who, a,s (dde.st 
.SOIL, and by Haber’s speisal ajipointinent, mounted tiie thioiie of Delhi fie 
soon found it aiiything but a bed of loses Tlie cession of tlie Ihmjab to 
Kamran, 'without any elfoit to preseiv'e it, wa-, a kind of jiveminm olfered to 
Mg'giession. which was accordingly att('ini»te(l in v.irions piauteis I'he ihvsf. 
contest was witli Bahatlur iShah, King of (liijerat, who liad umdered himself 
forniidahlo by the annexation of Malwab, anil the cstablihlnmmt of Iii.s .supnanacy 
over .several adjoining territoiic's '^i'hi' o'.tcnsilile cause of quariel was the 
pioteetion given by Eahadur Hhah (,o Mahomed Xuman Mii/a, who had taken 
refuge'with him after a, rebellion against his bro(hei-iii law lloonurvoon, hail 
fiiled ])uring a series of struggles, ^vith various alfernations of succe.s.s, 
Bahadur first lost, and then reeoveied his kingdom 
Sill.'' o d’be next fnTroidablc opponent who a])pt'ared was Kbver Kbnn Hnr, who 

had made himaeif master both of Behar and Bengal Jfoom.iyoon advanced 



Tni Cut NAU (iium, fiom tho f-oatli v\tst —l‘’ioiu Jlotigt b Ww in Itultii 


against him from Agiva, and arrived with a jioworfiil army before the fort of 
Clumar, near Benare.s, in the. beginning of I,>38 Sheer Khan had been taken 
somewhat by surprise, and as hi.s object, therefore, was to gain time, he lel't 
Clumar strongly garrisoned, and retired J’.irthcr into the interior Ifoonuiyoon 
did not venture to advance while the enemy poase.ssod wucli a jdacc in hiu rear, 
and ]'e.solve(l to lay siege to it Tie 'was thus detained for .several moutliH, and 
only sncccedcd at last beeause the provLsioiis of the garrison were exhausted. 
This siege derivea importance from tlio regubm manner in wliieli it was con¬ 
ducted, and the groat use made of gunpowder and artillery, both I’ly besiegers 
and besieged. 

nomiiaviirta lioomayooii now advanced along the Ganges, but ShcLn- Khan, eontmned to 
pursue his tactics of not risking a general engagement, and only offering such 
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rcsistiuiee as niig'ht snillcp to ]ii'ofcrii(;t tlie advance Hooina_700n oiigiiL now to 
liavo become peii'ectly aware ul' the trap wliicli avhs laid tor Jiiiu, and been 
satistiod to aeleeb some strou”' po.sitiini, at least till tlie rainy season Avas over 
instead ol' thiSj lio Ibund liiiiiself i)) tlie lower basin ot the Ganye,', when its 
whole delta Avas llooiled, and every brook had swollen into an iiupassahlu 
torrent MoaiiAvhile Sheer Khan, hy a dexterous niovenieiit, iilacc'd hinisiif in 
his rear, and cut oH' liis retreat 'I’he ICiao- ol' belld was at last alive to his 
])erilouH condition, and eudeaAnnircd to elude his etieniy liy jirepariiig boats to 
cross ovei' to the other .side of the Claiio(*s W^'ldle thus oecu[)ied, he alloAVeil 
hiniselt' to be eoinpletely surprised, ainl had hai-ely tiina to mount his horse and 
make for tlu' river lie imiuedlabely idiinved in, hut liis steed, alter bearing 
him nobly for a Avhilc, sunk exhausted liis lab'Aeould luiA'e been the same, 
had not a wntc'r-earriei, who was crossing, by the aid of the Avater-,skin, Avhich 
lie had inllated for that pui'iiose, .soizeil him 
before he sunk, and carried liim t(» tlie 
opjiosite hank He reached Agra in the 

end of iJuno, la'll), but his Avdiolo army had 
perished, and his (pieeii was Hlieer Khans 
captive 

Hoomayoon made the best use id’ his 
escape; and, by the aid ol his lirotlici's, 

Kamrati and lliiidal, avIio, altei’ taking 
very susjiieious measures, had liecouic cor¬ 
dially united with him, kcfit the enemy at 
hay lly the spring of Id-W) he thought 
liimsell’ strong enough I'oi' a new eampaign 
H'lie armies cann' in sight of each other, 
and eontiiun'd fii' some time iuanu-Mn’'riug, 
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of desertion, determined t<j risk a general 


engagemont It proved disastrous; and in the flight Avhich misuud, his escajie was 
as extraordimuy as before. His horse was Avounded, and he AVins on the point 
of lieing killed or taken, wlmn he found an eleiiliant, mounted it, ami hastened 
to the Ganges 'fhe di'hmr hesitated to ,sAvim the river, and gave place to an 
eunuch Avho nuderfcook the task He reached the oppo.sit& hank in safety, hub, 


on account of its height, could not land, till two Boldbrs who ha])poned to be 
liresoiit joined their turbans, and throwing one end to him, drew him up Has 


‘ Chc) bsA't wliioli tliB nihJolro Cftrrioa on liis tacit, 
is uiilled (I muaUlc ol pnnoe, oc nltiu ftiU ol vratot. It 
is a goat-sidii olu'oluUyioweil up, and nmdo porfeefcly 
tiglit; a valve boing loll open al one and, wliieli ho 
bolds in liis iiaiiii lo enable Ji'W to giiirlo^ tbo watei 
into porous nnrtilienvftre bottles, iu wliiehife in placed 


to cool. Some Biliistees po about loiuUii!? a Iralluok 
tvith btege oltnis of water foc aalo, slung aoross 
the ammftl’H bade, and iioorly readiing lo tbe ground. 
tu the tack-si'ound to onr engraving, limn are to- 
presented lUluig akiift so slung. JiihktfC- melins hw 
lenll/. 
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situaLion ^^ras now liop.sloss and lie hiiil only (imo 0) remove lii.s Jamily and lus 
treasure rnmi Agra and Itelbi, and liasLen oil' with tliein Lo Lalmre llei'e his 
re(;e[)tiou was nub very graeimis, as Ins hrobiier Kamraii leaiod he might pi’ov'e 
a dangerous enng)datin', and was also ))rep<U'jng to nuke his ])('aee with dlheor 
Khan, hy ceding the Punj'ib to liiiii 

Plooinayoon thus ahamlomal hy Ids hrotlier, tui nod his thiHights to Meinde, 
and endeai'oured ^lartly hy pei'suasiou and jtartly liy I’oi'ee, Jo ohtain possession 
of it He failed, and then tihrow himself on tlu' in'oLection of tin' Kajali oi' 
Manv.U'. To aeeomplisli this hi' was ohlig-od to cross Jhe ileseit, and even 
there had the inortilicatioii to ja'i-ceive that the rajah woi-, only^ meihtiiting how 
he miglit ho'it deli'ver liini to Ids enendes Itlight into the desert was again Ids 
only lesonree Wliite wandering' here., eiieinnhm'ed with the women oi Ids 
family, a hiidj^ of horsiMvas .seen a)t))i'oaching They wen' lu'ailed hy the son 
of the llajali of Marwai' 'Nothing .slim t of deatii or e.iptivity was foi'ehuded , 
hut after a great show of hostility, the rajahs .sou :ip|iai'ently relented, I'urni.slu'd 
them with water, and allowi'd them to ])i'oee(*(l 'riie lK)rri.n'.s of the desert wei'i' 
still liefore them; and at last ilomnayoon, with only .seven attendants, reached 
Amei'kote. Here he was not oidy hosi>ita,lily enterf.ained, hut J'urnished with 
the means of making a second atteinjit upon Scindo It might have succeeded 
hut the I'aj.ih wlm aocomp.inied him, indignant at obtaining no reih'c.s.s Ibi' an 
in&ult which he had received, suddenly withdrew with all his Hindoo fullowevi 
Hi,s jio.sition was now desjierate, and he was only too glad to make an arrange- 
inent Avliieh jiennitted him to avithdraw from Seimle ami set out i'or Kandahar 
d'his province, helonged to Kamran, and was then held for him hy one of his 
3 ounger bi'C)ther,s. Hooinayoon, ti'avelling avith his wife and an inliint child, 
aftenvaivls the celebrated Eiiijicror Akber, had arrived within IdO inihas of his 
destination, when one of his old adliereuts rode hastily ig), and gave him the 
.startling intelligence that his bi'otliev Mirza A.skai'i avas at hand, with the 
intention of milking him ])i'isoncr. He had only tinn' to nionut the (piei'n 
liohind him, -.and take to flight The infant could not he thus cai'i'ied, and fell, 
avitli hi.s atleiidanks, into the hands of his iiuclo. Hoomajmon continned his 
Jlight with a few followers till he arrived within the Persian dominions, lie 
was sent to ITerat to await the sliah’s orders 

Sheer Ivhan, on Homnayoon'.s Tight, made a kind of trinnijihant progress, 
and was .soon in pos,se.ssion of all the territorieH which Jiad acknowledg'cd the, 
autiiority of the King of Delhi, His reign, or n.snrjiation as i(, is sometimes 
called, though hi.s tiile avas at least as good as Haber'.s, had lieen conunenced in 
lodO During the three following 3 'oar.s lie made himsoif master of Malwah, 
Mai'war, and Meavar, and was carr 3 dag on tlie siege of Oallinjer, in ITH'S, wlien 
he was Idliod hy the explosion of a ])Oavdor magazine. Pits elde.sfc sou, Adil 
Khan, had pTeadunsly' hecn recognized hy him as liis ,succe,s.sor; but the feiihh'ncss 
of his character induced the chiefs to set liiin aside, anil gh'^e the throiK' bo hi,s 
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]>i'ot]ior Jelal Kliaii, wlio ashiimed Hic LitJu of .Splim Hhah His reign, Hiieh 
IdsLeil niuo yoms, dui'iug wliieli sevor.d irapniUiiL iiitoiuid iniYirovouieiits Ame 
made, and Yiidilio wovlcs eieutod was on tin* wliole peaceful He left a sou ul ' 
tlio age of twelve, 
but lie was murdered 
by bis iiaele, Ma¬ 
homed Kliiui, Avbo 
usurjied the throne, 
and is known by the 
title of x\dili Jlis 
conduut oil the throiu‘ 
was such us might 
have liceii <'\'|)c'(‘Lod 
alter the ati oeity by 
winch 111 ' had gamed 
it, and lie made him¬ 
self inuversiiily odi¬ 
ous by law follies and iniipiities For a time, however-, the abilities of Hcinoo, 
a Hindoo of low origin, to wlioin he had conmritted tiro goverimieut, keiit him 
on his seat; a,ml he pursued a course of iiUer lawlessness, first si-|uaiideriug his 
treasury, and then iudiseriminntely couliseating the projierty of hia sidijeots, in 
Older to procui’o tlie mean.s of miliilgiug in his exti-a.vaganees and low dehauch- 
tnies After lie had nai-rowly esoafied the daggr-v of an assassirr, a confederacy 
was I'ornied against him It failed in the first instance, hut other revolts were 
siuicessfal, a-nd llirahim Sur, m.iking liimsidf master of Delhi ami Agra, Adili 
was left in possession only of the eastern Yirovinees ihrahim, having in his 
turn been driven out of Dellii ami Agra by Kikmidur Sur, who had proclaimed 
himself King of tlie Pmijah, endeavoured to eomponsate Jiim.self by wresb'iig 
some more territory from Adili, hut was rejmlsed by Tlinnoo This success did 
not at all improve hi.s couditiou, for intelligence immediately arrived that Bengal 
and Mai wall had both revolted, and that l-Toomayoon, who had returned, had 
defeated Hikuiuhir, and was once more .seated in Delhi TJiis last iiitelligenee 
proved Uie most fatal of all, for though IToomayoon soon died, his son Akber 
sucoeedc'd, and brought the Mogul cmjnre to its liighest ]iit(;h of gdoi-y. Adili 
was maiiitaliK'd for .some timo liy Hemoo; but on tiiat Hindoo’,s death hia 
siujcess was at an eml, and lie lost his life fighting in Bengal 

Iloomayoon’a reception by Shah TainasYi, the seeoml of the Safavi or So]jhL 
K,ing.s of Persia, had been on tlie whole favourable, thoug-h aecomiianied with 


^ yiipc't* iSlutli’B iiimisioknuo ai Hassoinm, Di’in* l^c- inemlieib of hW xu tlie lower 

iiuea, irt IniiH iti iho uxidfit ot .i l«u‘Ke tank, Jiijuiife a Htotv of Uxo maiiwilmnn. Tlio tioiilml apnrhupiit n 

duIp III civBuiiifoioTU'e, Tiio roi'Mly ruUmg au ouU^ou, 100 feofe lu tUiniPtiBr, sUutluig on 4 

to decay, and tlio stono h bow vUy di icolouicxl by sive Wiuare teirfloo, oachan^lpuf whicli ib 01 u<imenlod 

a,ge. TliP toummt.of'fe'beei iSluih, with those ufsoxeial with aw octagoiml kioalc. 
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niiuiy luorfcil’yiiiL)' oircuiustauees Before lio c()ul<l olitaiiL any as,sinianc‘(', liu was 
ti) ci'da the province oT Ivaiiilaliar, anil adojiL the hSliiibo rorin ol’ Malio- 
iiiotiinisoi After Lliosc eonce.ssioii.s, lie wois I'uruLsIieft with a body of I 1,(K)0 
horse, luiiler the eonnuaiiil of the .shahs .son, Moraft Miiza. Hi,s own I'ollowi'i-.s 
inustereil only ahont 700 He fiist proeocfteil against Ka,ii(lahar, wliu;!: he 
reached in March, 15 h) It was iu ])ossessioii of Mivza Askari, as governor ul' 
his other brother, ICamrau The aii'ge was iiumodiately eommeiieed, hut pro- 
eeeded languidly lor five iuouLIls, at the eiul of which de.sertioii and tliiiune 
oliJigeel Alirzii Askari to surrender Hooinayoon, probably .soured by uiisrortune, 
I'oroiit the huiuanity which had liiriucd the best ieatnre in hi.s character; and, 
disregarding the jirmuise of pardon vvhieh lu' had given, siihjeeted Id.s hrothei- 
to the most oontunielious tro.iUiienb, and then 1ce]it him nearly tlni'e year.s a.s a 
prisoner in chaiiLs Ho also violated his agroemmit with the shah, hy knagiing 
K.md.diar to himsell', and inaltroatiiig his Ik'rsian aoviliaries 

Hi'Oin ivaudaliar he proceeded agaiirst h'ahool, and evpelled Kainran, who 
was obliged to take rctiige in Weiinh' 'I'he ea])tm'e was tlie more gratilying 
that it (Uiahled lilm to recover his son Akbm', now .i child oI about three years 
ot age After a time Kaniran returneii, and a series of struggles took plaei’, 
(hiring wliich the greatest harha,rities were perpetrated on liotli sides, and vikher, 
who had again fallen into tlie enemy’s hands, e,sea]ied almost iidi'aeulously, after 
ids luiele had, with savage (a'uelty, exposed him to the hill lire of his fither's 
cannon fvamrau was ultimately deftaited and obliged .igain toiler, but, by 
the aid of the IJ,sbeks, obtained possnssiou of iiudnkshaii Thither lloomuyonii 
followed He was vietoriou.s, and returned in trlnmiih to L'aliool in the end of 
1518 His altair.s now assumed so [iroinising an appearanee that lu' bi'guii to 
talk of attempting the eompie.st of Transoxiaua; but hi.s bad I'ortime ret.iu'iied, 
and iu a battle with Kainran, who had onc(> more taken tlu! held, he snstaiued 
a total defeat Hu this oecnsion he made another of his remarkable e,seap(‘s. 
.soldier had wounded him. and was about to repeat the blow, wlam lu- was .so 
confounded 1 ly the .sternuass with which Hoomayoou c.vclaimed, 'AVivtch! how 
dare youH that he dropped his arm and let him c.scajie He Ih-d with only 
ehiven attendaute, while Akher again fell into his uncle’s luuids. Another turn 
ill the whe(3l of fortune placed Hoomayoou in the ase(>ndent, a.ud Ivamran 
became his jn'isouer Tim manner iu which lie dis[) 0 ,sed of him is a great Idol, 
on Ills memoi-y. At lirst he gave him a most friendly reception, seak-d him on 
his right hand, fea.sted him, shared half of Ids .sliee of watm-mu-loii with him, 
and spent the evening with him in ‘'jollity and earousiug” In Uu- morning his 
peremptory ordens wore to put out hi.s brother’.s eyc,s, They were executed, 
Kainrau oxclaimiug during the agony of the torbiu-e, “O Lord, my Hod! wha,t- 
ever sins I have committed have been aiujily pumshed in this world; liave com¬ 
passion on im in the next,” He died soon aftei- at Mecca, whore ho laid wished 
to end Ida day.s. » 
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In the meantime civcumstances in India had become faToiu'ahle, and Hooiua- a d 15 -.-, 
_\T)Oii setting out (Vom Cabool in Januaiy, ]5,m, at tlio Itead of 15,000 liov.^c 
itivaded the Punjab and took Lahore iVltersoiue delay lie continued ivis march, iToranniwn 
(ddiged Silcimdur Shah to take refuge among the lowei ranges of tlie Himalaya, tfr','.!' i'miii 
and made himself master of Delhi and Agra He hail thus regained possession 
of his eajiital and a portion of his original temtoiies, hut was not destined long 
to enjoy tlu'in His life had been the sport of fortune—his death to 

tesi'inble it He had only been .six mouths in Delhi, and was one day, alter a 
nalk on the terraee of hi-, library, descending by tiie stair, \Hneh was jilaced on 
the outside', and consisted of narrow steps, guarded only by a ]iai'apet about a 
foot higli Hearing tlie call to prayer from Ihe minaret, ho .stopped, as is usual, 

K‘[ieati'd his creed, and sat ilown to wait till the muezzin liad made hut lomid 
In rising, his stall' hy whteli lie was siijiporting himself slipjieil, and he i'ell 
hetidlong over the parapet He was ttiken up inaonsible, and died four d.iys after, lUitii 

on tlie 525tli of January, 1 ouG, at the age of lifty-oue. He had coinmonced his 
reign twenty live years before, hut sLxteen of these litul been (s[ieiit in exile fioiii 
his cajilLtil 

As Hoomayoon's reign readied to the iiiiddle of the sixteenth centiuy, it 
may be eonsidored as forming ihe link between medieval and modern India, 

It will he proper, therefore, before eoiitiiiuing the nnmitu'’e, to itdee a survey 
(d' the iiolitical coiid'itiou of luditi at this jiciiod. 

In tlie reigu of Malioinod d'oc-hlak, wliich commenced in IGSa, almost the I'nJiUeni 
svhole of Imliii projier—under,standing hy that name both Uindoostiiii and the rmiu. 

I leccari -was Huhjeet to Mahometan .sway 'I'lie chief beiTiknies not lliui-s subject 
wine a, long narrow tract in tlio soiitli-west of the jieninsida, the kingdom of 
Oiissa, consisting of an unexplored and densely Avooded region, .stretcli'mp; for 
aliout 500 miles along the coast from the Gauges to the Godavery, svitb a medium 
width of about 350 miles; iiml Bajpootana in tlii' north-Avost, con.sisting of u 
nuniher of independent diioftainship.s, of which tlio limits I'amiot easily be 
assigned, a.s they were constantly elianging in l.lieir diuiension.s, according as the 
Mahoineian invaders or the native chiefs gained tlie ascendetiey. ilol'ore the 
teruiinatioir of Mahomed Toghlak’s reign, in 1351, the extent of Lis duminioiis 
had shrunk exceetlingly, in consequence of his mi.sgoA’-crnment In 1340 Bengal 
threw otr it,s yoke, and lieeaiue an independent Idngdom; in 13-14, the example 
was imitated by tlie ibijalis of I'eliugana and CaniaLa, llic former recovering 
Ids capital of Wurungole, and the latter estahli-shing a new capital at Byanagur, 
on the Toombudra; Avhile tlie Mahometans Avere obliged to rest sabislied with a 
IVoiiiier Avliieli extended no farther south than the banks of the Krishna, and 
no farther east than the lueridian of Hyderabad. In 1347, a Hindoo movement 
on a still more exteiulod .scale took place, and the Mahoinetan.s were driven 
across tlie Nerbtidda Haasaii Gangu, the head, of this last movement, founded 
in the Deoean the extensive kingdom of Babinani, which continued to subsist 
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till' lyO yeai's Wiilli' (lie iriiuloo rejnciiiied unilt'd, (ho llidimnodms 

strove iu vain to retrain what they had lost, and uuulu scaveely any iinjiressiou , 
liub rvdieii they l)eu-au ae-ain tu indiilf^'e iii Internal dissensions, tlie Maliimietan.s 
a^iiiu extended their con(j^iiests, snlidned Wuriniyoli', and oldaiiK'il |io.ssession ol 
the cmmti'v hutween the Krislma and tliC Tooinhiaha 

In Tfindoostan and tlie adjoining ti’fiiLoiie.s, vatious kiiiiidoiiis iiidejieiidcnt 
of Delhi were established Aniono- tliese, one ot the ino.>t evteusive and (inrahle 
was Gnjerat whieli, instead of lieiny coiilined to tin' teiriiory whirli lion' tiiai 
name, evtomled uvei' ftlalvviili, wliieli wan twice enn(|uercd, and linali_y annexed 
to it The Rajjiools. <1' Mewar also re]ieati‘dly heut hid’ou' it, and (landeish 
aeknowleily'd its snpreinae}' lionmayoon oeenpied it iiir a shoi I. time, hub it 
soon recovered itseil', a,iid was indi'iiciideut at IJie aeeession of his son Aklier 
Mahv.ih, hel'ore it fell under tlie jiower of Giijerat, had lon^' maintaiiu'd a 
.su[iar.de iiid('[iendi'ue(3, and for.sonu' time wasmider the domination oi a Hindoo, 
xvlui, tihimoh nut the nominal, was virtually the veal soverelen, and UUed all the 
hi<;liest ofliees with liis own emuitrymeii Heiieal has been already mentioned; 
and, besidef! it, Uaudeisli, Joim])Oor, Weinde, and Mooltan were all iialeiiendi'iit 
at iVkher’s KucoeHsimi. Of the llajpoot states, themost iupiovtant wlueh wi‘U' 
iudependmit at the .sairie period, arc Muwar, ruled by the JtamiM of Odeypoor, 
thouoh at one time reduced to a kind of va.ssahu>e under Gnjin’at--Marwai-, 
held by the Rhahters, who, after being driven out of Ganougi', whin-e they liad 
early estalilLslied themselves, retired to the desei't hutween tlu' table land and 
the Indus, subdued the Juts, the orieimd inhabitants, and evUmded their 
dominion over a large teriitory, throwing otf a youii.gi'r branch, wlileh afterwards 
formed the separate state of Bicanere—Jessulmeer, where tlii' Bhatliis had made 
their settlement in tlie western part of the diwt, at so early a, period that their 
history j,s lost in fahlo—and Amber, or Jeypoor, possessed by the triLii* of Gaeh- 
waha, who do not tigure mnch in early limes, Imt hav'e a ]iroof of their impor¬ 
tance in the fact that Akber married their rajah’s (huighter. Besides thi'so arv 
many minor states in tlie desert and along the east ol' the tahle-laiid. In the 
north, along the slopes of the Himalaya', from (ilasliuu're tsi.st to the highlands 
which overlook the delta of the Ganges, all the petly states were ruled by their 
own independent sovereigns. 

Such was the state of matters vdicn Akher came to the throne in looti 
His long and prosperons reign forms a new era in the histmy of India. It is 
of importance, however-, to romernher- that before, it commenced, anolhoi- (wmit, 
in which the future destiny of India was more deeply involved, had occurreil 
Tire route to the East liy the Gape of Good fJope had been discovered more 
than half a eeirtnry before; and tire Portugrrose had .set the first ('xamplo of those 
Eur-opeari settlements which, imitated aiul improved rrpon, wore afti-rwards to 
expand, under Eriti.sh energy and prowess, into a rrragnillcent empire To tliis 
great event, therefore, were we now to give our first attention wo should only be 



Cinp VI J 


UEKIN ()I AfCniTt 


121 


follo^Mug the oidei of time, hut Mime culvaui.iois jii us|i(eL ol ,ui,uii>iuu nt will \ ii i,ij 
be g.eiued by umtmmii" the thiead of MalioviuUu nuiaiue nubiokeii to the ^ 

(omliisioiL ol AIcIhis uij,ii Tlie empiie of the Uiiat iMogul, idmost evLiii 
eiiislied duiuio till mislotfuiRS of Jlnom.i> ooii, will thus bo su'ii not only 
te esUblished, but i.usi d to ,i (kgiee ol sjileiidmti wliuli it iievei <ilt,iined bi foie , 
and it will m conse(]Uence, he unnecess.iiy, in tiacnig Kuiofioaii piooiLss, to be 
constantly tinning aside in oidei to conteni[il,i,te the intein.il ch.inyes uliich 
■\veic at till' same time taking jilace 


CHAPTER VI. 

ritiifi) of Akhoi 


KBEll might he called ii chi Id of the descit, baling been bom aiiui 
at Aincikote, on the edge of it on the I Itli of Octuhei, lai2, hlliton 
idtei his [unerits with a few iolloweis, liad fiavcisi'd it as 
homeless wandoieis iindei iilmost iinjiiualleled iiiivafioiis Bc- 
foK he was a yeai old h(‘ hee.inio a ia])tive in the li.iiids of an 
iniele with wlioni Ins fathei was at wat , .iiid, wlnle still a iiiui' child, was bai- 
biiioiisly |)hieod in the most exposed position oil the uunpait.s of (Jahool, which 
was besieged, iii the niahcious o\.peet'itiim that some ball fioni the eannoii of 
the besiogeis would de- 
piivc him ol life His 
enpl ivity was altei ward , 
repeatedly renewed, 
hilt, as if he had been 
leseived for something 
groat, he passed im- 
fiiinned in the midst of 
danger, and made many 
hair-brendth eseajies Jl 
anytliiiig liad been want¬ 
ing to eoiifirin the belief 

Carooi —Atkinsonh ^koteht-s in Alglianifttaii 

that a high destiny a- 

waited him, it would have been found in the remarkable talents which ho began, 
at an early age, to display Bneh were the expectations which he had excited, 
and tlie eonlkhmoe reposed in Inm, that lie was sent into the Punjab in the com¬ 
mand of an army, and gained distinction on the field of battle At this time 
he must have been a mere boy, for when his father died he was only in hrs 
Vot, 1, 1® 
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roui'toeiilh yeiir When ilie mel.uicholy 'tidings lenehed him he wiis alw'uL 
on tiiih euiuuniiid 'I’lie n('ees.s;u-y ,sLe[is weie iiiiiiieiliaLely (aken, and lie W'a.s 
L'ortJiwith pioelainied as lawlul posse.ssor ol (he Lliroue ^I'lieu* was no ri\al in 
hi.s tiwn huuiiy Lo ihspnte it with him, but iu Ucluam Ivluiu, a 'I’ooikoinan who 
had stood hlidi i)i his cnnHdeuce, ainl also been Ids own liiLoi', he Coiiiul 

a miuisLur who .seeiiioil deteviniued to leave 1dm liLlle inoee than a nominal 
sovereiouty Be.hfam's taleiUs were ol' tlu' hiehest order, and lu‘ proliably 
retalued tin; power not for any treasonable ]au'pose, but luei-ely bi'canse lu'had 
pei'stiaded hitusell' that the interest of his yoiitldiil sovereij^n ^vonld thereby he 
most ed'eetnidly promoted 

Akljer was not the kind of person to be long kejit in loading sli'ings, though 
he had ])rude]i('e miongh n()t to take any di'oisive step lor the ]iiir|ioS(‘ ol ('scap¬ 
ing l'r()ia thraldoni till he was sure that he would t)i' idde to give (‘Meet Lo it 
Atbist, therefa'e, hi' h'ft ik'lirani iindisturhi'd, and ri'.'ulily consented Lo idl the 
luea.siiros which he I'ceoimnendi'd It is ])rohabh' that iu tills way he was a 
eousii lei able gaiiu'r; fir llehra in’s experience was great, and must ha\'(' done 
much to extricate Akber from the dillieulties which ('ueoiupassi'd him at tiu' 
very outset of his reign In tin* .Punjab, idlkundur Hui' still kejiL his ground, 
ami ilechired his determination to be satislied with nothing short of the throne 
of Delhi; iu (Jahool, idirza Solimaii of r>udukshan had made a, sudden irniption, 
and made liinisell' alisolute master; and from an opjiositi' direetion, Uenmo, ilu' 
talenti'd Hindoo minister of the usurper Adili, was adviuadng towards Agra at 
the head of a powmrfal army. Against the last, as the most inw.ing danger, 
liehram and his ymnug soviu'eign imnmdia.tely took" the held It was almost 
too late; for the Mogul ginxerals had snstaiui'd a sevei'c ih'fea,t, and lli'inoo liad, 
in couse(pi(*nre, not oidy captured Agra, but firci'd his I'ld,ranee into Di'lhi. 

d'he contest now about to be waged wore a very oiuiuous aspect for Akber 
Ili.s army a,t the utmost miisti'red only 20,()()0 liorsi', Avhile, iha.t of the I'liemy 
C'xceedcd 100,000 JSlo wonder that many of tlu' oliua'rs ui'ged an in,slant I'cLreut 
iu the direction of Oabool. The minister and his .sovereign .stooil alone, wlu'u 
they resolved to risk the en(3onnter. (Some addition was made to Akbi*r’,s foriu' 
by the ai'i'ival of .soldiers who liad belougi'd to the deh'aied detachments, but 
when the anuie.s met his was .still far inferior in numbers. The dccisivi' battle 
was foug’ht near rainpnt, on the oth of November. I.hid. Llemoo began tIu' 
action with hi.s cleidianis, and pushed forward with them into Aklu'rs very 
centre; but these powerful and nnwiehly animals acted a.s tluiy a,lmoHt invarhibly 
did when thoir first ednu'ge failed to ])J-odu(;e a general panic DurionMly attaelced 
on all sides by the, Moguls, who galled ibem with lance,s, arrows, and jii,V(3liu.s, 
they lieoame unruly, and carried oonfnsiun into their own mnks. Tin* day was 
thus quicldy decided iu Akber’a favour; but Tlemoo, mounted on an elcpbaiii 
of prodigious size, Btill bravely continued Urn action, at the head of 4000 lumse. 
An arrow pierced his eye and he sunk ,senselcs,s into 1 ii,s howdah. A few moments 
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iit'tev, hiiving c(uiu‘ Lo IniiiMeU', he plncked ouL the arrow, which is salrl to have \ n \-,m 
hrou'jht the eye out alonp; with it; and in the uiid.st of this agojiy had the 
(‘lunvy and [U’cseiiee of mind to attenipt his e.sca]ie hyhreakiiio- through the Huoinm 
enemy's line. He (h'scrved to .suceceil, Init unliap[)ily failed, and was taken iMm!"',!?' 
prisoner. On, l>einL;' broiip;hi ])aek, Eoln-ain Klian urged Aklan' to gain tlie 
envied title of (jliiKiJ, or Champion of the Haith, hy kiiluig him with his own 
hand He liad too niueli ,s[)irit to do tlie executioner's oflic(' Tt would hav(‘ 
l)een jjleasing to add that he went a step fartlier, and uuignaiumou,sly interposed 
his ,S(m'reig'u authority to save the Hiiidoo’s life, 7 Infurtunately, he left him 
to tlie will of Bohrain Khan, who cut off his head at a istroke. 

Tnuuediatel 3 i' after the vietoiy Akher luarehcal iqion Delhi, and entered it 

TX 1 1 * • Id Ulltoi 

\viLh(jufc o])|)()sili()u .lie liad not ivinniiuMl tong wlicji ]iis [)i*L‘rserice wan ini])efa“ i>diin 
tively requirofl in the Thuijali, Wikiitidur Shah, after ilefeatiug one of his 
generals, a,ml obliging him to take refuge in Lahore, liad advaneed to Kalanoi’e. 

On Akher’s ajiiiroach he retired to Mankotis and .shut liimsidf up in it H’lie 
■siege was immediately eominenced, and liad lasted six months, when Siknndur 
Shall, who had heeu severel^^ wounded, ollored to eaiiitnlate. The terms bound 
him. to evacuate the fort, and give his .son as an hostage for his future hehavionr. 

Akbor was laqip)' to tie thus rid ol' his most foriuidahle opponent in India 

Behrain Khan, instead of gradually' retiring from power as his .sovereign 
became more capable of excnnlsiug it, began to presume inoie tlinu ever on lii.s 
services; and, as if Akber's oouseiit had not been worth tlie asking, [irocceded 
of his own aeconl to jiass .sentence of death and hanlshment on individuals wliom 
lie regarded as his private enemies One of tlie persons whom ho banished was 
Molla Peer Maliomed, the, king's own preceptor; and, as if to make the act more 
galling, he. at once llilod up the otiiee whic.h lie had thus rendered vacant by 
appointing another preceptor in his stead. Akliiw was grcatlj' incensed, and 
immediately ]ire|iiired to adopt a moasiire which it is ]ii'obable he had long 
moditated, 

Having gone, on a hunting [larty in tlie lieginning of IdfiO, he received, or Huh 
pretended to Inive received, a message from Delhi that liis mother was extremely „i„i roiwij 
ill, and wislied to see him. Immediately on arriving ho issued a proclamation, 
annonnoing that he had taken the goverrmient into his own hands, and that 
in future, no orders but those issued by bis authority'' were to be obeyed, 

Behrain at once saw what was intended, and euduavmired to avert his downfall, 
by sending two of hi,s ]irin(‘ipal friends to make, las sulimi.ssion in the bmnhie.st 
terms, Akher refused to see them, and shortly after impri,sound them The 
disgraced minister soon found how little, heeonld trust to those who had pro¬ 
fited mo.st by his ])rospCTity, and saw himself rapidly deserterI. Various schemes 
passed tlirougli his mind. At one tmie he thought of prooei'diiig to Malwali and 
setting up an independent sovereignty; at another, of making this experiment 
in ■Bengal, wliere it might ho easy to expel the Afghans, Tlie prospect, in either 
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fiisu, (lid iii)i vi'vv iiojK'l’nl; iuid til laKfc, as i( he had abaiidoiu'd all tivason- 
ablo designs, la-* sc'fc out lor {jiijoi'afc with tlu' aviwc'd inhnitioii of taking 
Mhi[)piug and making a pilgrimage to Meeea Having halted at Nagore, in the 
hope that the king’s reseiitnujut might he withdrawn, he was (haply mortified 
on receiving a message' wliieh dismissed him hMin oltlee, and ordeiaal him to 
(;ontinne his pllgi'image vvitliout delay ^J'he niessagt' is said to hiuai been in tlie 
follovving terms;—“Till now onr mind has heen talfeii up wilh our ('dueation 
and the amusements of y()uth, a.nd it was our royal will that y(m should I'egulah' 
th(‘ adini's of our (Miipire Hut it l)eing our intention lumceforward to govern 
our pi'ople by oiir own judgment, let (air vvellwislu'r withdraw from all worldly 
(■oiua-rns; and, r('tiring to Rleeea, far removed brim blu' toils ol jinhlie lift', spend 
fhe I'osL of his 'lays in ])ia_yer.” 

It seems that Mehram Khaii had been (ravelling with all the insignia of 
ollicn; fill', on I'eedving this message, lu* retnrm'd his state ek'plia,ntH, hanni'i's, 
and drums, and s('t (ail,, shorn of his pidilie Uonoiii's, foi' (.lnj('rat iSinkhmly 
a new tluaight s(H'me(l (o liave .struck liim, for, oil arriving at l)iea,ii('re, he 
stopped .shoi'tand retraeeil his steps to Nagorii Ileri' lii'began to collect iT’iiops, 
and g'ave. such decided evideiiei' of tri'iisoiiable intentions, that Aklierseiit a liody 
oJ' troo[is against him. As tlie^' approached lie retired into the Himjah, and 
openly raised the standard of revolt lie even haight one hattli', Imt lost it, 
and retired into the inoiintains of Kovvalik. Here thi“ hopele.ssiiess ol’ his cause, 
null perlupis alsoremor.se for having engaged in it, eomliineil in detenuining liim 
to throw himself on Al-ilier.s mercy. Ifo was at once forgiven ; and .some of the 
leading oH'ieers of the court wi're .sent to receive him, and eondiiet liim in(,o the 
presence with every mark of dlstinefiou. On entei'ing the eoiirt he Imng his 
turban round his neck ; and, advancing ra[iid!y, thnwv himself in ti'iirs al, (Jm 
foot of tlie throne Akher, giving liim his hand, eaused liim to rise, and placed 
him in his former station at tlio liead of the nobles, A s|)leiidid dress was then 
given him; and the king, addrnssing him, otfered liim the clioict' of a place a,t 
court, a [irovlneial government, or liberty to contiiuu" Ids pilgrimagi' witli an 
escort snita.hle to iii.s rank. Hclivani [ireXeiTcd the last, and set out for Mecca 
with a large retinue and an annual pension of about t.’idOO. After reaching 
(iujeral, he halted in the suhurh.s of Hiittuii, and turned aside to visit a iti'le- 
hrated spot, called Hahasuidc, from the thou.sand teinjiles in its vieinity, Having 
hired a boat and a hand of mu.sieians, he spent all night on the lake in compa,ny 
with his friend,s. As he was returning in the morning he was acco.steil by a,n 
Afghan, who, pretending to embrace him, drew a dagger and piei'ci'd him i.e ilu' 
heart ,It svns an act of rovengi' for the death of lii.s fatiicn-, who had falhni in 
battle by Beliram’s sword 

Akkier soon .slmwed that, in taking bbe government into hi.s own hand, he 
had not presumed too inudi on his own talents. While success almost invariably 
attended bis anus, his internal ineasitrea exhibited a model of liberal and 
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(‘iiliglitoiK'd jidminlstriition When he snecewled lie jios^esscd little more tluin a o r.ei 
the ti'i'i-itory aroimd Delhi and Agra, together with an iinpcrfoct and precarious 
hold of till' Punjab During Bohrani’s regency Ajineer was added to his 
dominions without a contest, the strong fort of Gwalior was captured, and the uni'-unc 
Afghans were driven as far east as Juanpoor, after being dispossesaod of Liickirow 
and a huge tract of country on the Gauges Jn loGO, shortly after the dismissal 
of Pjehrain Khan, Akher, from a desire ])erhaps to signalize his full assumption 
of the teins of government, i-esolved to attemjit the concpie.st of Malwah, 
and with that view despatched an army under the conimimd of Adam Khan 
Atka 'I’he principallLy was then in the possession of Paz Bahadui-, Mdio 
kejib his court at Sarnng[ioor, where he laid hccomc so nnndi the slave of indo¬ 
lence and iiloa,surc', that tlu‘ Moguls W(‘re witliiii twenty miles of his capital 
hofoie he could lie roused to action Even then his resistance was feeble; and 
his troojis having lieen routed at the first onset, he fled for Boorhanjiniir, leaving 
his properly and family behind Tliese immediately fell into the hands of 
Adam Klian He at once disposed of them as if he had been ahsohito master, 
sending only a few elejihants to Akher, who was so innch dissatisfied that he 
set out wiiliout delay to call him to aeconiit Ailam Khan, if lie I'cally 
entei'taim'd Lnsisonahle designs, I'oimd them completely frustrated by Akber's 
ex]Jcdition, and hastened to make his jieaee He had ])revioiisly, by the 
ludulgeiiee of unbridled passion, been the (>ause of an affecting catastrophe 

One of the inmati's of the harem was a Pliudoo of surpassing beauty, highly An,i„'ii ii 
aecom|ilished, ami ci'h'lirarf.i'd as a poetess After endeavouring in vain to re.sist 
the imiKivtunities a,ml violmiee of Adam Khan, .she pn'tended to ,yield, and fixed 
the hour of niei'tirig Wluui hi* arrived it was only to heliold her (‘oiiise. 
luiuiediately after the ap[ioininient she had retired to her ohamher, put on her 
most sjileiidid dress, sprinkh‘d the richest perfiniies, and taken jioison Her 
attendants, sc'eiiig her lie down on liereoiieli and cover her face with her mantle, 
tlnmght she liad fallen aslee[i, and did not hecoiiie aware of the real fact till, 
on the khan’s ap[iroach, they attenpited to waken her. 

Akher returned to Agra, and .shortly after made Mahomed Khan Atka, AMior 
governor of flu* Pmijah, his jirinie iniiiistcr, and conferred the government of tn,„iuu. 
Malwah on his old preceptor. Peer Mnlioined Khan, Avhom Behram Klum had, 
in a tit of jealousy, driven into exile. In 15(51, while on a visit to a celebrated 
shrine in Ajnieer, Akhe.r married Bie daughter of Poorumiiul, Rajah of Jeypoor, 
and c'lirolled both the rajah and hi.s non among the nobles of his court. Thi.s 
Ls said to he the Jirst instance in which a, Hindoo chief was ennohled or iilaced 
in any position of high trust under the goverainent of the Great Mogul, Akher, 
before iinitting Ajmeei*, despatched Mirza Shurf-u-din Hoosscin to invest the 
fort of Merta, belonging tai MaJdo, Rajah of Marwar; and then set out for Agra 
with such expedition that, by talcing only six attendants, and travelling without 
interruption, he performed the distance of above 200 miles in three day,s. 
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Tlio of Moifca proved inoiv diirnMill Uiau bad bo(‘ii auhiri[)iiLi'<l Two 
of the principal J\aj])oofc oliiids (d‘ Marvvar lind thrown tlR'ms(‘lvos into it, and 
eoralucfcod tlio defence with so nmeh skill and valour that tlu' mir/,a s operations, 
thoiioli e;n'ri(‘d on with t>’reiit vi^^onr, were enni])letely lialHed yVIter carryiiijs- 
iiiines iindiw one of the bastions, funl niakino-a praetiealile hi'i'aeli, lie advaneisl 
to the assault, but was ri'i>nlsed In the niornim.’, wlnm lie was [aeparino- to 
renew tho assault, he l(mnd that in the eonrse of the nioht the brcemh had Ihhmi 
built up Some inontlis had thus passed away wlmi want of provisions 
eraipielled the garrison to capitulate. havoiirable h'rins wi'ri' o-iv(>n; hut 
one. of the I'ajahs disdaining; to .leeept of l.liein, eolh'oUsl dOO of his followt'rs, 
and, after liurninL;' whati'Ver l.hey could not taki- with them, rnsheil out and 
cut tlieir way throuejii the eiunn yVhout half the nnmher .siieeeeih'd ; |,lie rest 
perished 

The w.ir with 15a7, llahailnr, in Malwah, still eontitnu'd, tlioiiyh he was at 
lust so elosi'ly pressed that lie was ohlioed to seek a ridnoi' at raiorhanpoor, 
within tin' limits of ('andeish Still, liowi'vei', he liad no Lhouohts of peaei', 
and not only keiit the eonntry in a constant state of lernK'nt and alarm hy iVe- 
(pient inoiu'sious, hut hy means of an alliance with tlu‘ rulers of t'andeish and 
Pievar, ivas enabled to tak(‘ tlu' Htdd with ao powerful an army that tin' Mo,i>'nls 
wore ohliu('(l to retreat lad ore it Peer Mahomed Klian fell hack on l!c'ezy,i.;ur, 
wlu'u, oonti'iuy to the advieo of Ins oflirers, he resolved to lisle an enn'ao'i'int'id, 
lie was defeated, and lost his life in atteiu^itinp; to cross the Nis'hudda, whih> 
IJaz Pahadur continued the pursnit as far ns An'i'a, ami omamimre heeame niashs' 
of all .Malw.di in Iddl. hli.s triumph was short-lived, for tin' fj;ovei'mir of Kal|,iee, 
being a,p[ioiut(;fl to the eouiinaud, expellial him a, second tiim>, and ohligial him 
to th'i" to the mountains. 

One of the greatest difliiiulties with which Aklier had to eouteud, arose from 
rivalry and .strife among his leading oliieers Alaliomed Khan Atica, who had 
been appointed minister at Didhi with the title of Sliahab-u-din, was high in 
favour at court For tlii.s lie was hated hy-Adam Islian Klioka,, who emh-a- 
vonred to undormuie him; and for tlits purpose had recourse to intiague.s, vvhieh 
only issued in his own ilisgraee. lie deteriniued on revenge; and one dayo while 
the minister was sitting in the hall of amlieuee reading tlie Koran, (‘iitered and 
sainted him i’hc minister eontimii'd, as was usniil in sueh eireninstaiu'es, to 
read on without taking any notiee of his entrauwy and Adam Klum, whetlier 
from inoiuentaiy impulse or premeditation, drew his dagger and stabbed liim 
to the heart. Akher was sleeping in one of tlie inner apartmenis, ami, hearing 
the noise and ascertaining the cause, rushed mit in Ins .sleeping dri's.s. Then* 
lay the inini.ster weltering in lii.s blood, ivliile the murderi'V stood, as if sLujahed 
by his own atrocity, on an adjoining tovrace, Akher's iir.st impnlsi* was to 
draw his .sword and put him to death, Imt, rmsollocting himself, he returned 
the .sword to its scabbard. Adam Khan took advantage oJ‘ the interval to ela.sp 
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the ^ linud ami 1 ) 0 " for iiiorcy, hnL ho shoi;>k him <5fi' iu disgust, ami oi'dorod 
his aUoiidauLs Lo do .siiiiniuuy just.ioo liy Hinging hiui ov(m' the [lai-apeL. 

viboiit tins Lin 10 Ak 1 ) 01 ' himself nmrowly oseaped assassination A famous 
chief of Tnikostau, called Mirxa Sliurf-n-diu Hoosseiii, airiving from Lahoie at 
Agra, was received at court witli great distiiietiou, but shorlly after, heiiig 
suspocteil of tieasuuahle designs, Hod to Ajinoev ami went into rebellion On 
tlio advance of the royal aiiiiyhe retreated to the I'routiers of Clnjeiat. One 
of his lotaiuois, who liap|)(.mcd to be in the neighbourhood of Dellii when the 
royal retinno w<is [lassiug along tlie road, joined it; and, looking iguvards, fixed 
an arrow in his bow and [jointed it towards tlie sky, as if he were going to shoot 
at some objeet iu tlio air Tlie attmulants, thinking ho was aiiniiig at a bird, 
did not interfere, and he had time to lower the bow ami lodge the anow deep 
in the flesh of Akber's shoulder H’he assassin was iiniuediakdy cut to pieces, 
and the arro-w was rvith some dilliculty exti-aoted. The: wound, though deep, 
did not [irove serious, and healed over in about ten days, 

Hhortly after Akber set out from Agra on a lunUing exennsion Tliis was bis 
ostensible objeet, bid his real design was to nip in Hie bud an iinsurrection which 
was meditated hy Abdollah Khan [TsbeU the governor of Malwah JIo aeeord- 
iiigly turned suddenly aside, and, iu sjiite of the rainy season, made an inenrsion 
into that [iroviiiee fie had only reached Oojein when Ahdollah Khan, taking 
guilt to himself, niareliod off witli his forces a.u(l treasure, for Gujcral Akber 
eliivalronsly [iiirsned witli a, small body of horse, luiL met with ,so niueh oiiposi- 
tion that he was obliged lo fall back on Maiido, The amioyauce caused by tills 
U.sbek was said to have given Akber a rooteil dislike to the whole race; and it 
was generally rumoured that ho meaul to seize and imprison all the U.sbek chiefs. 
The oonseijiieiiee was a general U.sbek revolt. In a short time the in,sargeiit,s 
mustered ‘10,000 liorsi', witli whieh they ravaged the teiTitorie,s of Iferar and 
diuuipoor. One of the Leaders of the revolt was Asnf Khan Heroy, governor 
of Jvnrra Shortly after lii,s aiipointment lie obtained perini.ssioii to subdne a 
country called (iurrali, wtiieh was at the time governed by Uoorg•awntt 3 ^ a ranee 
or Hindoo t|ueeu, as celebrated for beauty as for ability, Tlie aggre,s,sioii a]>pear,s 
to have lieeu nnpriueiiiled, for tlie 01113 ^ reason assigned for it is that A.snf Khan 
liad lienvd of the rielies of (fniTah, After several predatory excursions he invaded 
it witli a force of ahont (iOOO horse and inf,miry. The queen oppo.sed Jiiin with 
an army of SOOO lior.se and foot, and kiOO eleidmuts. The liattle was .sanguinary 
and well contested, till the queeir, who was mounted on an eiepharit, was .struck 
])y an arrow in tfu; e 3 ''e and disaliled fi’om giving oralera Uuterraiued not to fall 
into the hands of the enemy, slie jilneked a dagger from tlie girdle of her elepliaut 
driver and stabbed horsolf. Her capital was immediately taken by .storm, ami 
lier infant son trampled to death. Asuf Khan obtained an, unmense booty in 
gold and jewels, hut seuit only a small part to the I'oyal treasury, and was tbns 
able, on joining the revolt, to add largely to its peonniary re.sonrce,s. 
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Akhor, liiidiiig ihiifc liLLl(i progress Wiis iiiadi' by his olHrers iu .siipprohsiug 
Lliu revolL, (loLormiiKsl to take tlio lioJd in porsmi A lover, with wliicli ho was 
soixetl, obliged him to return to Agra, whore lu; romaini'd till A])ril, lolilJ, and 
thou rosiiinod tlio eaiu[)aig'n Taking a .s(doot body ot lioi'si', lie ])roco(',ded liy a, 
I'oreud nmi'ch towaisl Lucknow, iu tlio liope of sui']irising Hikuiulnr Khan ; but 
that rebel chief, having receivorl warning, evacuated the jilace and joined his 
roiifedL'i'atos Several of tlieso, worked njion by cniissario.s Irom Akbcr, who 
always displayed great, dexterity in breaking up any confederacy formed against 
him, aliandoned the cause as ln>|)eless, aiul made their submission ; but a lorniid 
a.lile opposition was still o/fered by JAaliadiir Khan Sei'stany, who, alter crossing 
the Jiiuina, and raising disturliance.s in the Uoa,l), oneountered tin' royalist 
general, A'leer Moiz ool-Moolk, in the open tiehl. d'ho royalists wu're at lirst 
successful; and, iu the full <;onlideneo of victory, eoinmoueed the ])ur,siiit without 
observing any order, Itahadur Khan immediately .seiiii'rl the advantage, and 
changed his deh'at into a, victory, so complete that Akher's lirst tidings of the 
result were received from Meer Moiz himself, who never halted iu Ids llight till 
lu'joined him at (lanouge, with the wreck of his army. 

The loss was greatly aggravated hy its indirect olfeets—tiomi' of the lioiifed- 
eratess, who had imuk' their snhudssion, coiuseiving now liopes, a,,nd again joining 
the revolt. Among the,sc was Jiiliau Zuman, who immediately oei:n[)ied (liiazi- 
poor ami tlie adjoining country. Akhcr .set out against him witli all e\[)('dition, 
hut ilahadur Khan, taking a,dvantagc of his alisence, advanced to Juanpoor a,ml 
caiitured it by tsscaliule. This di.sastor .seeming the more .serious ol' the two, 
Akbcr retraced lits .steps, and, hy the Junction of forces from the. loyal provinee.s, 
was soon at the head of a.n army strong enougii to oimsli the. ridiellion. Bahadur 
Khan accordingly evaeuati'd Juanpoor and lied toward Beuare.s, li'om which he 
.sent an offer of .submission. The oiler wa.s accepteil; for all Akher'.s leanings 
were to the generous side, but on this occasion liis lenicuey wa.s carried to an 
extremt*. AVhon tlic king, aftci- having given Idsroya.l word ol pardon, orduj'ed 
him and Ills hrothei- Khan Ziimaii to appear at court, the latter answered “that 
shauid for liis lavst offences alone prevented him from appearing in tlm piiv.senee, 
till tim ‘ .should have convinced Id.s luajo.sty of hi.s loyalty; luib that when the 
king- should return to Agra, hotli he and hi.s hrother Baliadur Kha,n would, at a 
futui-e time, pay their respects.” There ivas no .siucer-ity iu these words, for tlic 
hrother.s were only endeavouring to gain time, and Look the first opjiorluiiity of 
revolting and seizing upon (durrali. 

Tile next quarter to which Akber’.s attention \va.s .sjiecially called was Oabool, 
It was in the lianda of hLs half-brotliei', Mahomed Hakim Mirza, who wa.s 
tlireateued hy Buliinau Mivza, chief of Budukshan, and sent a mesMage to Aklier, 
earnestly soliciting his aitl A strong' reinibreemont was accordingly sont; hnt 
before it arrived the struggle was over. Suliman Mirza had made good his 
threat by attacking CJalxiol, and Mahomed Hfikiin Mlrza had been compellotl 
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to ovariiaLe it In lio rcti’oat lie took Llic iliiecLioii of Llie Indus, and ivas 
tiuyisdeful ('iioiinli to endeavour lo eoiiqiensate liiiuself for tlie loss of VaLoel k)' 
oeizino n|ii)ii Lahore Tliis he was more leadily teinjded to do iKa-iiioe he 
bidieved that iVkher.s haiuU were fully oecujiied iu the easteui pio\’iiiei‘s l.v the 
Usheks The attempt upon Lahori' was made; and, Lhoiieh ii failed, appear¬ 
ances were so alai'iiiina- (hat ikkher postponed a projected expedition against the 
IJshek's iu the Doal), and iu Is'ovemher, 1 ofifi, diieeted Ids inaieh into tlm 
Punjah In tiu' dead of the night Mahomed Hakim klirza was awakened hy 
the noise of drums and trunpiets; and, calling to ask what it meant, was told 
that th(‘ citizens of Lahore! wore manifesting thc-ir joy at (ho intelhgenee they 
had received of Akher’s approach Without waiting to learn more, he mounted 
his sti'cd ill the utmost alarm, and, taking his cavalry along with him, was off 
on the instant fur Cabool h'ortuiie was far more favouiable to lum Ilian he 
deserved; ha on arriving lio found that his enemy, iSiilimau llir/a, had retired 
to [’iidnk'shan for tlii' winter, leaving Cabool veiy imperfectly defended. The 
eonseipieuee was, that ho recovered it as ipiickly as lie had lo.st it 

'L’Ik' abscuei' of Aklier m the Punjab was no sooner Icnowu to the Usbeks 
than they [luL themselves iu motion, took C'anouge and Onde, and esteiided 
their conquests in all dii'cetions. He therefore hastened back to Agra, and 
having eolli'cted his troops, set out for tluaiqiooi Khan Zuimm Khan, when 
this startling intelligence reached him, was engaged in laying siege to the foi't 
of tSlieevgur He inmiediately raised it, and, with his hrolher Bahadur Khan 
Seesiany, who was hesiegiug Kurrn,, crossed the Clanges in full retreat to Malwali, 
intmiding either to join .some insurgents who had iipjieared in that jirovince, 
or to form an nllianee with the kings of the Deccan Akhcr, fully alive to the 
magnitude of the danger which thus threatened, determined, if possible, to 
overtake hiin Such was his haste that, on arriving at the ferry of Mmu'epoor, 
and (inding no boats in readiness, he mounted his elepliantand plunged into the 
.stream One lumdred of hi.s body-guard imitated hi,s twiunple; and though 
the water was tlien high, they all I'eaehed the ojipo,site hank in .safety. At tlie 
head of hhi.s siruill party Akher proceeded, and had actually come iu sight of the 
euemy'.s camp liefore lie was reinforced hy the garrison from Kurra, 

d’he enemy, nevei' imaginhig that Akhm- would venture (,o o'O.s.s without his 
army, felt [lerfectly secure, and had accordingly passeil the night in festivity. 
Tlioy were first brought to their sen,sc,s hy the ominous sound of the- royal 
'iinkayn, or kettle-drum. Though completely aurjirtsed, they were .so .superior in 
nuud)i'r,s that tlie cfinte.st wa.s foi' some time dunhtlul, and Akher was in great 
personal danger; hut his elephants, advancing rapidly jnlo the mklst of the 
confused mass, left the enemy no time to rally. Khan Zunum, wdiile endeavour¬ 
ing to extract an arrow wliich had wounded him, fell with hi.s horse, and was 
trampled to death by an elephant His brother, Bahadur Klidn, was talceii 
pri.soner; a.nd on being brought hofore the king, who a.skcd him what injury he 
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hail .sustained Lo Justify liiiii in aoviin (Irawni” ilie swand simply I'l'plii'd, “ Piaise 
lie to (lod tliid he lias reseiK'd nu' oiu-e mor<‘ to see yuiir inajesty s eoiinteiuuiee ” 
This iui[)Uil('iit hypotuisy liad sa\(‘d him on a former oeeasioii, )mi it inuv proved 
nnavailiiio-; for soiuc of tiie (^Hirers, aliaid [K'rhaps o[ a rcmewal ol the kiiio.s 
ill-indued leiiictiey, put him to deatli without oideis Tlie levolt ol the Ushi'ks 
hoino' now considered at an ('iid, iVk'hei leturni'd to Aoia in July, ln(!7 

Akhev nex't inarched against Uana Oody Hino-, who had hitheito refu.sed (o 
aeknowledye the IMooiil .snpiem.icy tie inmu'diatidy diieeti'd his steps ayainst 
L'hittoor, in JlaipooLana The lana puiUtd it hi'foie his arrival, and ivtiied 
into tlK‘ mountains, hut left it ainpK piovisioiu-d and .stronply pmi isoned hy 
iSOOO Rajpoots It W'.is imniedi.itely invi'sted hy Akher, whose approaelu's aiv 
.said to hiuehi'en made in the most scieiilitie manner, in the mode r(‘eoniniended 
hy Vaiiliaii, and [iraeii.sed hy the he.st enpineei s ol niodein tmu's Alter ariivinp 
near the walls hy me.ans of zip^ap tieiielies and sLnIled pahioiis, two mines 
were cm ried imder hastioiis, tilled with pmipowder, and linsi ddie .storminp 
party advaiieed, and, tiudinp a pr.ietieahh' hreaeii, divided, with the viesv ol 
eutoriiip' both briMehe-> at oiu-e Prom some emise only niie ol the mines had 
expkiik'd, and t.he si'cond division w.is close upon the otluu’ when the seeond 
OKplosiou took [ilace, and .'500 of the Mopiils were blown into tliu air The 
coirsoipreiicc was, that both atta.ek.s failed 

AklK'r'w spirit penerally ro.se, with the dilHcnltie.s he eiK'oiintered, and hi' 
iiiimediately liegan to run luwv mines a.ud carry on other work.s One evim- 
ing while they were in progTC'ss, lie perot'ivcd .lagmul, the governor, supi'rin- 
tending the rcjiatr of the lirea.clics hy torcli-liglit Seizing a matchlock from 
one of his iiitendants, ho lived with so sure an aim as to lodge the hall in 
Jagmur.s forehead The garrison wenv at once seized with de.sjiair, and ('reetiiyg 
a funeral pile for the dead body of their chief, hurned their wives and children 
along with it Akber, aware of what wa.s going on, orderi'd his men forward to 
the hreaehes under the cover of night Not a soul ajipearcal, and they enti'risl 
the fort wdtliout opposition The Rajpoots Itml retired to their temple.s, a.iul 
tlioro, disdaining to accept of quarter, jierislied to a man. 

AkIlev's children had hitherto died; Init in 1.501), shortly after he had made 
a pilgrimage to a celeliratcd .shrine at Ajiueer, and paid a visit to Sheikh Selim 
Chishty, in the village of Sikra, his favourite .sultana gav(> liirtii to his son 
Selim. Ill tlie following year a,notlK'r sou, whom he called Murad, was horn to 
him As both births had taken [ilaw' in the village of Sikra, Ik* rcga,i'ded it as a 
particularly prop!tioiw .spot, and .selected it as the sice of a city, wdiieli at a latei* 
period received the name of E’uttipoor. 

Chjerat had long been torn hy inLc,stiue factions, and al.so become a common 
asylum for all the chiefs who had n'wen in rebellion against Aklicr’s gnvm'umont. 
Having therefore resolved to inarch agahi.st it in person, he .set out in So],)tem- 
her, '1572. Pnttim and Alnncdahad fell into his hands wdthout a blow. At 
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n.iiDiuh aud (Sunii uiaiLius woic ii uioip ihioateiiitig appLMiaiice, jliialimi w) iitj 
iloossciu Miizri, boiiig Tiear the one, tnid liis bmllict Aialiomed Houssein Muza 
iipai tlie otlicr, oarh .it the lit'.td of an indopeudeuL .aiuy On Akbci s tpipioacli 
towiud ' l].u'o.u'li, Ibialmil sud¬ 
denly (juilti'd the plaeu, and sid ^ 

out by a envuitous luute lo 
leacb tlio Punjab, wlieie ho 
lioped to laiso an insmi'i'ctiou 
Akber, intbnned of his inten¬ 
tion, ininiedutely adopited ono 
of those ehivalrie resolutions 
Avdiieh, notwd.lnt.uidin;' tliosuc 
uess which usually attended 
them, cannot he jnstiiiod agaunl 
the elnnge of ra.slinoss 11 was 
nine o clock at night wlien he 
heaid of Ibr.iliiins dejiartiire 

tnnnedi.itely, taking only a .small body ol' hoisc, ho liastened olf to intoveept 
Ins retieat On reaching the Jlhendry, wliich runs by the town of yuital, 
lie found his p.irty reduced to forty troopers and saw Ibrahim on tlio o])posite 
l.iank with 1000 j\t this inmueut Akher was joined liy seventy additional 
tioopeis lie ex[iected more, hut lefused to w.iit for them; and crossing the 
river, he advanced to the charge Many acts of individufd heroism were 
])erformed, jiaitieul.uly liy lomc Hindoo rajahs, who, proud of the confidenee 
which Akher had plaeeil in them, were eager to ju.stify it; hut none liohaved 
moie eluvaironsly than tlo' king himself, who repeatedly engaged the hravfist 
of his enemies single handed, and charged right against Ihrahim, who, shunning 
the eiieouuter, only saved himself hy the lleeLne.ss of his hoi'.se 



Sjii tivtr bi riM s Town at I uj moon Sikju * 
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iSatislied wdtli tins achievement, Akher, instead of attempting to pui'.sue the SHiu'iohaion 
fleeing enemy, waited tdl liis army arrived, and then proceeded to lay .siege to volt 1 It tins 
yuiat A valiant I’esistanci' was at lirst threatened, hut as soon as the batterie.s 
were ready to open, tin' iiihahitants sniTendi'ri’d Meansvhile Ibrahim Iloosscin 
JVlirza carried out his scheme of attemjiting an insurrection in the Punjab. Ou 
loaining his arrival, Hoossein Koolly Khan, Akber’.s general, who was besieg¬ 
ing Eagarcote, immediately raised the siege and pur.sned him through the 
Pnnjab to Tattn on the Indus lie probably thought that he had made his 
escape, or believed Koolly Khan to be inoi’e distant than he wa.s, for instead of 
continuing his flight, lie set out on a hunting exeur.sion. On his rctiun he 


' Tin's tomb WAS ofeotoii by Aldior to .Sheikh Solim, wall, with .a magfiiflaent oluiator all around withiu 
iu gvatUurte fill the prayors of the holy raau. It is it. Tho saroophagus contaiiung tbo body ia inclosed 
a very beautiful little building, m the centre of a wHMa a screen of marble, carved into lattice uork, 
fine rxuftdr.aiigle BfS feet square, surrounded by a lofty and inlaid with mothor-of-poarl. 
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iouiul hi.s camp .stornui<l, and lii.s broUicr MunaoiHl lloiisw'iii a i.riaoncr ll(' 
resolved In rolidevo Uic day or pci'isli, and imidc imtiiy dcs[)i'raU‘ on.icls; Iml. 
being'r(!ptdscd at every [)oiidr, desisLed, and lied lo Moolbiii. Ilei'i', al(-er l>eing 
KLiVerely wovimlod and taken pl'inoncr by a llelooebee, be wa-, deli\'ei'('d up to (be 
governor (jl idooltan, who shortly after beheaded liiiii His lii'ad was si'iiL to 
Agra, and b)' Akber’s order ])laee.d above (aie of its gates. 

In July, ln73, ilu^ allairs of (jliijerat were again (brown inl.o disorder by 
tlie nnion o( oiu' of its Ibriuer cbiels vritii Alabonied lloosst'in Alirza. 'I bese 
confedcratu.s, after overi'unning seva'r.d districts, lelt .strong eiiongb to a.lteni|it 
the sie.g(i ol Alnne.ilabad 'J’be prcrsi'iiee ol Akbi'r seenu'd ab,solid/ely neeess.'U’n 
bait a formidable obstaelo was in lla' way. 'I'be I'ainy .si'asoii ba,d eoinineneed, 
and the inareli of a largo army was im[iraetieal)le. In tbe,s(! eii'eninstaiiees, In' 
inadconeof tho.se, d(;ei.si vo inovcni('nt.s for which lu' bad beeonn" lanions Sending 
olf a. body of 2000 cho.sen honse, he foliowo'd rapidly with a retinue of dOO 
[lersons, ehiedy noljh'.s, mounted on ca.mets a,ml aei!ompaid('d by led lior.ses, 
Having eome ig) wdtb the main body a.(. I’ntl.nn, he l‘onnd that, his wdiole b>i'ee 
mnstei'ed .3000. Without halting he sid. forwai'd foi'Ahmeda.bad, while a swill. 
nies.4eugor liaHtenod bcfori' (,o )indc(' tiu' ga.rrisou a.w'are ol his a.pproaeh The 
Oiiemy first leartied it hy tlx; sound of his drum; and tliongh a.sf.nnished a,lio\e 
uieasuru, pre.pared for action Ijetu'ing dUOO liorae to watch the gates and pr(' 
vent a. sal 1}^ Mahomed set out with 7000 horse. Akbi'i- a.t lir.sL W'aited, in tIu' 
e.N;jiectatiou that tlie garrison wonldjoin him; but on leai'iiing Lind, (.his was not 
to be e.vjieeted, Im crossed tins rivei' and <livw up on tlie plain 'I’be Iniitle w'as 
fioi'ecly contested, and was not dee.iiled till the king, with bis biidy-gnard of 100 
men, made an atta,ek in llank on Malnmu'd, who, losing all pia'.senee of mind, 
turnuil his back aiul tied. The rout now InMiaim; g(mera,l. iVla.lmmed, W'oimdeil 
in the face and mounted on a horse which liad also been woimded, al tempted to 
leap a hedge, Init both fell, ami he rvas made |)risime)'. Several ])ersons la.ying 
claiiu to the honour of the capture, Alc))er put (in' ipLestion to himself-Who 
took _you?” Mahomed, holding down his head, implied, “Nobody, 'I’Uo cni'se 
of ingratitude overtook me.” Tie spoke truth, and jiaid tlie pena,ll.y, for beli.ire 
Aklier had given any orders respecting him, Ilaja.h Ray Sing, in wlio.se, charge 
he bad been left, put him to death. 3Tie .siege of Ahmeda))a,d was iimimdia.tel y 
raised, and Akbcr entered it in trium)ih. 

In the course of this year Dawood Kiiaii, sou of ^Slllimau Ivirany, ruler of 
Bengal, took up arms, Moonyim KUa.n, sent by Akber against him, defeaU'd 
him in several actions, and eom])ellod him to sign a, treaty. Akber, di.slilcing 
the terms, refused to ratify it, and iuaiHted that i.ba.wmod Khnu sinmld either bn 
expelled, or obliged to pay tribute. lie promised tlui lati.er, but it was nuirnU' 
to gain, time; and as soon as be tboug'Id. liimHcU' strong enough, he I’OHnuied 
hostilities. Moonyim Khan again defeated him, took Ids llei't of' lnaits, and, 
after crossing the Cianges, laid siege to Patna. Alcbur, thinking his in'cHinuie 
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JrlL ill ili(‘ iiiiilillr i)l‘ Llic I'.iiiis, iuid .si‘L ouL vriLli as iiiiuiy Lroops ad lira 

as cdulil lie I'liiliaikt'il lu 1000 On iuriviii^ wltliiu u Ibu'^ iiillus ol' Ikitna, 

lu' had ilu' SAlisl.vs'liion to lovun that, in i‘(.)itsi‘(|iu'iu'i'of Moimy'uus suci'i'Ss, it was 
on IIk' jioiiiLul hoing uvaeiuiU'd Ilajwpooi', on the ojijiosiLi' side oj'tlic U.uiges, 
also }i('ld(‘d nuLIiouIj I'csistanco Dawoud Jvlian, tlius deli'ated at all |n)iiits, aoniiui 
wislieil (.0 make l.i'i ms, lait Akher insisted on Jiis iincoudiiional submission, at 
tile s,lino l/iiiie ohsei'N'ing' to his mossenger, “Tell iJavvuod Khan J luiA'u a thou- 
s.iiid men in my army as good as he, and il' ho is disposed to put tlie jioiiit to 
issue ill ,single eoiahat, 1 will mysoIC UKs-t him.” Dawood Khan laid uo idea oC 
this minuier of sidtling llu' emitost, and iniide a pi’eeipitate retreat to LSimgal 
IIV the, pursuit tOU of liis elephants were taken Akher now reburued (w Aotii , 
and Muoiriim Ivli.ui, euiitiiiuiiig- to piuse»‘iiLe tlie .sidijugation oi IJeiio'a], obliged 
l)ai\ood Jshau to 
triki' refue(‘ lu 
Orissa Ultimately 
lie was uvu'i bilum 
nil tlie sliores of the 
IJay of Ueiigal, and 
ohligeil to suhmit 
'I’he terms were 
that he should iv 
Inujuish all pn-ten 
sinus to IJeiigal and 
IJehar, but retain 
Orissa and OuLtack. 

Alumiyiiu Khainvas 

UuiNa Ol Uooft *-DamoU’H Orioutul Hi'oiiciy 

appuin(,ed govermn' 

111 ' Deiig’iil, and remuved tho .seat ot‘ govormnont from Khowaspoor Tanda to 
door, wliieli had bemi tho capital till it was ahiindonod on account of its in- 
siduhrity. He had Letter have loft niattor.s an ho found them, fur ho soon 
fell a victim to tlu' idimatc, and was sueoeodi'd hy lloivsHoin Kooliy IChan, a 
d\joikonian, who lioro the title of Khan Johan 

Hofore Hoossoin Koollv Khan bad taken actual poKso.ssion of hia govOraraeut, msup 

’ “ Tiiki 11' tlio flvtcml of tlio ndiis ef Goor iifc tJio loss nmikolablo ami riioro difficult to BOpMato, thmi 
moat niisoiiiililo (Mliul'itioii, it w not ksi iliaii fifteoii lliosu of tUo ofilinarr hrick-buikliiiga, wliioli Imva 
inibiH in kint'bli (ovtciidiiig .iliiiij,' tlic old Imiik of tlio boon, anti ouiiliinie to bo ftn iiTtiolo of iiiefibaniHso, 

Guniiu), and lioni tiKi to tlime in bioadtU. Sovoral and nro frans)iortPcl to MOoiabodulHWl, Malrta, .and 
eillagai st.iml ini pul of ita nito; tlio romimidnr ia oilierid(niij.s,fortbopnrposoaof Iniikling. Tlio.silua 
oilUnv emoved witb iUu'k fiirod, tho Imbitatioiw of lion of tioor was hii'bly conviiuinul for lUo capilnl 
Ujttiui and otluir boiiala of pray, in bBoomo iir.alilc of flangid and lloluir aa iimtod imdei' oiio govem- 
liiml, m'Ikuo 'loil in clikdly ('oiiipo.ipd of lirklc'diut, nnnd, being nearly rontriud with reapoct to tlio 
TIui iii'iiiriiial ruiin (u'O a iiuispui, lined witli bl.vik popiiloaii parfii of t^m^e provinces and near tlio 
iiiarldo (dnboi'fttoly wronglit, and tivo galos of tlio Jnuotioji of tlio principal rivoia that ocinipo.se that 
oil ndol, wliiob aro strikingly gratid .and lofty, Tboso extiaordiiiary inbanil jiavigalion for ivMoIi llioso pro- 
f.ibric'?, and iwiiiio few oflu'W. niippiir to owo tlioir vinciShaiofamod.”..-M(Uoi'lloiiuoll, (pioled iiiTliorn- 
duralioii to tlio n.ituro of tlieii iiintonals, wMoli arc tops UttseUurof India. 
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Diiwood KhiUi, having Inagunil wi(,h .st-voivvl Al'glian clilcih, iiiipoaiv,.! al, Min linad 
uf aO.OUO Uor.se, and aeLnok Uie greaLur iiaii oi' llciigal. IDk posscHwinii, Imwavnr, 
Mvis only luoiiU'uiary; lov, in n. batth' hjuglili sliorLiy alLar, lin svas ddcalrt'd, 
taken laisoiiei', and pub to deaLli 'L'lio iiiHUiToetiou \va,s kLiH laaidcd |)_y .soino 
AtUUau chiefs, and several sauguinary haith's were roiiglit; luiL idl-iiiaitely I,he 
Moguls ])roved e.verywliore, triniiiphaiit. Tlie Idrt ol lihotas, in llehai', «’hieli 
laid long held out, AVas obliged to .surrender; and llengal and llehar Avere 
Ibrimdly ineoi'poratcd Avith the eini.ire of the. (Jreat Mogul, though Lliey both 
eoiitdnucd to be, Iroiu time, to time, the seid.H a)I lorinidable insnri'oetions 
Tlicrio had hitherto for tlie most jiart originated with Afghans, who had lied 
thither when the Afghan dyna.sty was driven IVoui the throne of Delhi; but 
Avlien theii' hostility had cea.sed to be formidalile, the Mogul cbiel.s IlieiiiselA’e.s 
began to glA-o considerable trouble, (irst (jiiarrelliiig wilb Akber'.s linancial 
arrangements, a.nd then making open war by appearing in the held in 1571), 
Avdth an avjiiy of oO.OOO men. After an inte.stine war, whiidi the Afghans again 
endeavoured to turn to aocount, trampiillity was restored 

While Akhim’s olHeers wen; thus oe(ai|)ied in Dengal, lie was himself obliged 
to imu'eli to the north-wi;.steni pi’oviuee.s, in (!onsei|uciu;o of a new ati.empl. by 
bis lialfdji'other, Mahoiuod 1 lakiui Mirza, to make himsell’master of pari, of tlie. 
Punjab. Mahomed liad adAUuieod as far as Dabore and laid sii'ge, to it, Avhen l.lm 
amAOil of Aklier at Slrhiud diseuurerted all Ills schemes, a,nd he hastened bark 
to Cabool He. had so often bsl'oro escaped in the same way, that Akbe.r deter¬ 
mined uot to let him olf .so easily; and aftiM' crossing the Indus, eontiniieil his 
luai'cb upon (Jaliuol itself, wliie.li he entered in triumph in 1571). Mahomed was 
liow at his mercy; bub, on making Ids .submission, received more ravourable 
berm.s than he de.served, ami w.is loft iii po,ssessiou of his capital, while the, roya.l 
army set out on its return. On this occasion Akber Imilt the fort of Attoek ; a 
short time after he built the fort of Allahabad, at the jimetion of the Jumna 
and Gange.s. 

< After Moozulihr Shall, tlie former ruler of Gnjerat, liad liee.u forced to 
abdicate, he was taken to Agra, and so far ingratia,ted himself with Akbir l.lnit 
he Avas pro,seated witli an cxtou.sivc domain, and allowed to resiile upon it. He 
.seemed siiti.sfled; hut in 1581, Avhen ucav troubles arose iu Guje.ral,, he was 
Avovkod upon by some of the insui-gents, and suddenly ipiittcd Hindoo,stan for 
the purpo.so of atteiu[)ting to recover his lo.st throne. Thus hea,<lod, the insur¬ 
rection .soon became fonnidable. and the royal generals Avere obliged to re.trea.t 
north Avards to Put tuu, leaving Monzutfiu-in jto.saos.sion of Alunedtiltad. Uaroach, 
and nearly the whole of the proA'inoe. Au army, sent under Mirwi Khan, .son 
of the late Eehraiu Khan, recovered a large portion of what had Iteeu lost.; hut 
Mooznffur, retirmg into the more inaccessible parts of the penin,siii.'i,, maintained 
hiruiself in a kind of independence for several yeaiAS. 

In 1585, Mahomed Hakim Mirza having diet!, Akher immediately set ont 
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lo l;ik(' pnssossioii ol ('aixinl. In t,liis lin fnuml no djfliculty, biiL lio iimneiliately a u iai- 
oiler uiuleitonic nnolher task, wliiel) bronolit liiin into collision Avith tiibes of a 
nioro svailikc cliiiracUa' Llnui ho h.ul jnoviously oiieonulcivd, and called for Ids Aion'Ch 
idniosi skill and prowess ('ashuuTc, \vil.h i(s lioantilal valley, tempi,ed Ids 
anihilion, and lie lesolvisl Lo niake a coiKpiest ol it The oirennistances \V(‘re ''' 
r.ivourahle; for dissensions laid broken out in the nMoniny iamily, anil the whole 
kino'iloin was loin asunder liy eoiitending iiietions lint the t'aeilitii's for eon- 
ipied (hns aH'oidi'd were oreatly eonnteraeh'd by the phy.sioal te.ituies of the 
eniiutiy, It lies enihosouK'd airioiiif lofty inoiintiun eliain.s, a,nd is !ie.ce,ssil)l(' 
only Ihronnh [leilions passi's At first Akher, then at Atloek, was eontenfced to 
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send I'oinv’ard ii detaelnnent of his avnpy It nueceeded in ])enetraiinp; through a 
]iass which had not been gunvded; hut a ihri'atened want of i>rnvisiona, and the 
sudden .setting' in of winter with a heavy fid! of snow, ho iutiinidnU’d the oIHcers 
in eoinniaud liiat. they^ hastily conoludod a tri'aly hy Avhieh (laslnnore nominally 
acknowledged the Mogul wn^iremacy, but was lei’t, in every other respect, in full 
jiossession of its fovnu'r indejii'ndi'neo. 

Tliis (d'l'aty was uth'ri_y at variance with Akhcr’s vii'w.s; and ho therefore ea'.imiou 
not only refused tn ratify^ it, but, in the following year (1587), .sent a .second 
invading army, the eoinniander of whieli, by dextoronsly availing himself of the 
inte.stine di.ssensioiis, was admitted within tlio pasacs without a .siriigglo, and 
afterward.s made an easy ciou([U(‘st The king, having hoen captured, was 
enrolled among tlie nobles of Dellil, and sent to live on a domain assigned him 
in lleliar Casluuere, mbliod of its inde])endence, winch it liad nuiintaiilod for 
nearly JOOO years, becaiuo merely a Mogul province. 

The .struggles in this (piarter we're not yot over; for Akher’.s arahibion CRiiiiiiii'-ii 
evtended to the sulijugAtion, not ineri'ly of CJasliraere, but of the Afghan 
mountain distriebs whiidi encircle the plain of Pushawer. The most powerful 
of tlu! Aighau trihea in this direclioii were the Yoosotifeyma or EuiSofsieiR, who 
po.ssesaed tlio northern part of the PeshaWev plain, ami tlio momitalii terraces 
wliich riao above it and stretcli hack to tlio snowy ridgo.s of the liiiitloo Koo,sh, 
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'riie Mogul rii'niy m Hu' t\|iL'(ULioii .ig.iuisl tliis Algliiin Inln' was 

coinmauilerl hy Znn Kluui Kok.i, avIio allowwl liimsdl lo 1 h' <'oin|il('Li'ly ildValcd 
niul hail uu'ab (htlunillv la iiauliiTig (lia camp al A((ocl Kajali licc\lail, 

,i ispi'ci.il (a\oiitiic ol' Alvhci, piiidiiil oil Hiit 
occasion and (lie iiuai.ui li had lliiis (o cudiiio, 
iiol nH‘i(l_v (lie luoi I diiai ion of di foal lad iho 
ilccp giicC, wliicli lie could noL hill feel, a( I he 
loss of one o! Ins jiiosl, a. lined I’l lends 'The 
Yu(coof/,_'ycs, iiasiUM I'.uh'd in iinpiove (lieu 
wieldly m'le nUiiiialely oliliged lo iiiidci’ ‘oine 
sort of siihinission, which iijipenis lo lia\c heiai 
mot(')oimill lhaii ii nl Tlu' l\oslin 3 es or Iloo'-he 
ni.is, anolher ol' llii' iiiotiiilaiti (lihes, liindid liy 
a loader of tlie name of .lelala, made a s(ill iiioii' 
valiant/del’euce, Iml wmi'also at last ohliL,ed lo 
snInniL While this yVIhhaii contest, vmis heiiio 
waged, Akhct was ex I,cm line and consolid.itim,; 
his emjtiit' in other directions 'rakiiin; advaii 
ta.ir(' of d'lhseiisiinis in Hcinde, lu' in loDI sent. 
Miiza Kliatt w’lUi an invadiiie; army IVmu l,ahorc, 
t.o enter it from iho north, and lay .siegi' (o |he 
fort of iSeliwan Mirz.i Jany lii'g, then inline’ 
in Scindo, advanced witli a immorotis ainiyiuid a train of artillery Affei 
arriving within twelve miles of the Mogul camp, he sent forwaid 100 hoals 
tilled with aitillcry- 
inen and archer, s, 
to make' an attack, 

Mii’za Khan had 
oidy twenty-live 
boats at command; 
liut, taking advan¬ 
tage of the night, 
caino npoii (ho oiic- 
niy by .surprise, and 
eom[)clled him to a 
prceipliiite flight 
ilirza Jaiyy Beg lie 
came, in fiitnro, 
moro cautions; and 
having brought 

down Ins whole fleet, lauded on a .swampy ground, which, at high water, lieconm 
iiiaocessiihlc Here he successfully resisted all attempts to di.shidge hhu; ami 
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111, l:lu' iSiiiiK' ^v'lul(' lie kc|)(, lii.s ow^ii coiuninnicuLioiis open, ho iuCemijiti'd \ n niii. 

Llinso (>1 lilio Moi^'iils, Lliiit. Lhoy woro iinahlo to ohLniii tlio ncivssiiry Mi[)plios Jii 
(Ik'so cii'ciiiiiisLiiiu'i'H, JVIirzji JClian luul no alk'i'iiiit.ivi' lull, fco ilivido Ids imny, 

(liking |iiii'l, of i(, to Tiittii, wliilo tlio roiunindci' continued tlie .siege, j\'Iir>!a 
.laiiy lieg, tliii.H teiii[itcd to assiiiiu) tlio o/Ien.sidc, lo.st tlio ;ul\iiiitagc.s ot lii.s 
])osi(,ioii, anil wa.s linallj caiglib in a, ira|), udiich I'oinpclled liim to accept of 
any tc^nc^o^ peace that tiu' iVIogiil.H clio.so to dictate llis kingdoiu liccaiao a 
Mogul pi'ovincc, and ho liiiu.sclf exchanged Ins po.sition a.s a king I'oc that of'lim 
ail ollici'v in the Mogul .sei'vice Iii this Avar ho Is .said to have enijiloycd .sonto 
ihivUigucKo soldiers, and to have had 20 d nativi-s dressed as ICuropeiuis. The.se 
may he regariled a,s the lirst Hepoys in India. 

It has lii'en nienl.ioned how Ifoouiayooii, Akhei’’H father, .‘d'h'V ohtaniing Kimhiin 
luililaiy aid IVoin the Shah ol' Por.sia,, on eoudilioii ol‘ making the eoiupicist h.Vniilnin 
of Kandahar, and ceding U. to that iiuiuareh, vel’used to rulfil his agreenioiit, 
and Ivept the compiest to hini.seir fatiaaial (rouliles prevented tlic shah from 
icscniing l.hc injustice al. tin' tinu'; lail, tlic circuin,stance,s aCtcrAvard.s liccaine 
lavoni'alile, and Kandaliar passed to IVr.sia sliortly alter Alclicr's acceHsion. It 
remained in (liis juiiition t.ill Idlll!, when Akiicr, turning the I’er.sian dissension,s 
|o aeconid,, was aide (o mal\e himself inasler liotli of tlio town and tcrrilovy 
vvil'iiont lioiiig' oliligod 1,0 sLi'iko a lilow, tlio l‘or.siiui priiieo avIio lield tlio fort 
lieiiig eoiil,enl,od to excliange lii.s po,Hsos.sion lor ilie govoimncul of Mooltau and 
a eoininand in tlie Mogul army. 

In i.lio wholo 111' fndia imrlih of tlio Nor) hkI da, .Mogul .supremacy waw noAV 
eiimpietcly <‘sta,lili,sl!ed. It was otlierwi.so in iho l)eo(*a,n; and t,o it, llu'j'efore, intin. 
Aklier'.s al.teiil.ion was now earnestly turned. In l.Wt! lie liad iwiviled liiinself of 
a,11 ojiportunity to interfere in tlio internal eoiioern.s of Aliinedmiggnr; mid had 
eiidea,vonreil. I.liongli without .suwi'ss, to aid a, claimant in oliiaiiiiiig tlic tlirono. 

In loiiO lie had rcoour.so l(i a iiinuli more formal prooocdiiig, and .sent amhas.sn- 
dor.s to I'onr diii'crcut courts—AsHcer a,ud Boorlianpoor, Ahmeduuggur, Bcia]io(ir, 
and IJhagnagnr, tlio inodcni Ifydcraliad—dcniandiiig' an acknoAvlcdgiminfc of 
Ids ,suprcum.cy. VVIum a common rcJ'iisal vva.s given, lie only rcocived tlio an.swor 
which he had a,titloipatcd, a,nd for which he was prepared. For tho avoAved 
])Uvpose of reducing them to sulijcction, MIrza Kiuui Avan uiuncdiatoly .sent 
south wil.h an u,rmy. lie prow'cdod (irst to Maiido. Meainvliilo a incsHonger 
liad arrived frnm .lioorlian, King of Almiodnuggnr, who had li\'od for .some time 
in exile at Akhor's court,, minoinining his entiro suLmi,salon. Jlis death having 
ta.k,cn place .shortly a,Ptcr, iu IhOd, and his ,son and successor having fallen in 
hattle, a di.s[iut()(l .snec.csMioii look [tlace, and tho ininiater, who favoured the 
claim of a hoy of tho name of Alnned, applied for }i.s,si,stance to Aklior’s sou, 

■Ikiuce. lVIni'a,d MirKU,, tlion in Gujerat. Tho jArince, 'by ln>s father’.s orders, 
inimediatoly pul, his army in motion and marched for the Deccan, ta.'kiiig tho 
diroetion of Ahnusdnuggnr. 
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Till! iniiiiriter, M(ioa,n Mnnjii, wlio callcil in Lliin li.nl rcpont.i'il ol 

Llie sU‘|), ninl llierei'oru pivj)!ii'(‘<l to meet tlio [iriiiee n.s il lu- liml eome not an an 
ally, tint as an enemy. ilaving’ pnivisiom'il ami otlierwiao ))V('p;\i'iHl (or (lie 
(lofenee of Alimeilmipo'ur, In' g'.ivo Uio eommaml ol it to l.he I I'luee.ss ( li.uni 
liecliv, who Innl heon ipieeu ami dowager n'p,’ent ol (lumieioiihoiuiiiy, Iviupdoiii 
of Ilcjapoor, ami inaveheil tovv.iiVd the il('Ja[ioor Irontier with the |•eluailnlel■ 
of the army. Prineo Wui'ail &lny.a ami Mirwi Ivliaii liaviap- united tlieir lin'ei'.i, 
met the altered eireumstanees liy layiinj; aside their osten,sihl(' eliaraetm’ ai 
aii.-ciliaries, and aHHuminii; that of i.irineipaLs in tlio war. 

(diaiiil lieohy, eipadly jnvparod to act lier [larl., and when tlie iVlooiils opeiii'd 
the .siege ol' Alimediingo-iir, inaih' a, most is'.sohd/e detonei', eoimterworkino' theii 
miiie.s, sujX'rintendino the ri'pidring of hreae.lu's, iind often making her appea.r 
aaee, .sword in iuind, to animate the garrison when tlu'ir .spirit,s hegaii lo fail Not 
coiitentod with thus resisting- in the foi-|,, .slie eiii.e.rod into eoi re.ipondeiiee with 
the iieighhouring- kiiig-.-i; and, by vivid description of the eommoii danger hy 
which thc '3 wei'c threatened, siieeeedi'd in forming' a. enid'ederaey \^llieh levied 
a powerful army I'nr the pni-pose ol’ advancing- tn her relief The iVlngids, aiision.s 
to elfeet a captnvo hel'oro Uiin army could arrive, lin'd their mines, which blew 
op ali..)ub I'lghty fe.et of the w.dl, ami (.hri'W the garrison into sneh eouiii.ernation 
that they woidd have given up the, ])la".e. lead not (Jhand lleehy, nppea.ring 
among them wil.h a veil on her fa,re. and a naked .sword in her hand, aininiated 
them tn new e.vei'tion.s. >Slic caused guii.s to he brought to h('ar on the, assail 
ants, and stone,s to he hurlml u[ioii them, so tliat the iliteli was hllud with theii' 
dead. During the night she ,stooi.l ))y the hreaeli, snpevini.emling the workmen, 
and did not de]iart till slm liad .suou it Imilt n[i i.o such a lieiglit as tn he no 
longer practical)lo. It was now the turn of the Mognls to ho di,shea,i'(iened; 
and Prince Murad was glad to conclude a, (Hiace, which left Ainiu'dnng'giir and 
its dependencies entire in the hands of its native sovereign, a,ml only ri'ipiired 
him to renounco some oti.soleto or unavailable claim on the throne of lierar. 

No sooner was this treaty ratilied th;iu the di.ssensions among the prince,s of 
thoDcoean, which liad onlyheon.sii.spe.nd(!dhyaoumuion dangi'i', again hrnke, out. 
Amon.g' otlier follies, they voluntarily as.sumO(l the offensive against the, (Jreat 
Mogul; and, in the very face of their recent engagement, marelu'i! a ho.stile force 
into IJcrar. Akher luwl thus only too good ground for interfering; ami he 
aceordingly resolved, in 15.09, to take the field in person One canse o!' this 
re.soiution Is said to have been the do,sire to ilivort his thoughts, ami liglilii'U the. 
grief whieli he felt for the lo.ss of his .second soil, Jh'itiee Mnrad, wlio had dii'd 
of a sudden iilnos.y. Another care weighing heavily upon him was the iniseon- 
diiet of his eldest .son, Prince Selim, He had formally u,p[)oiutetl Inm his ,snc- 
cesaor, and treated him with the utmost indulgence, hut met with a mo.st 
nngrateful return. The pi'inco had become the Rlii,vo ol' intoxication, and undt>r 
its mflueiice was hurried into several orimos. One ol these was trciason, wliieli 
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1)0 OMvrii'd so l}ii‘ it l)i)il jissioiiod ilio I’urni of open revolt, IVoiu wliicli, liow- a d kiO'j 
(‘ voi’, soooiiil iiriid l)ottoi' thoiiH-lits iudiHvil hioi to desist Anot])ei’ ofiiiip which 
stains l)is moinoiy, is the .sli.ari' lie lind in tli(' iinii'doi' of Almlfas^l, who 
liad lone;' 1 ) 00)1 his h),tl)or’s li),vom'iti' iriinisto)', and is still celohj'ntoil ;is th(‘ liis- 
to)'i)))) of l)is roip')) AhnIlazI \v;)s rob)iridnif h’oni the Docciui whoi) he loll i])to vs^a^^ni 
a)) i)n)huso!)di\ wliioh N)!)'.'!)))); Do)), Jtiijiih ot 0)'ol):),, ui 1-iiindoleund, laul laid tor 
hi))), all the instio.a.tion of Pj'iiiue Selim, !),iid fell (iohting vii.liantlj. find Ak'hei' 
ho(‘)) a\v'.),i'o ol' tl)(' sha)'o which Itis son h )il in this i),t)‘Ooity, ho VNonild pi'ol)j)l)ly 
hi)V(' tids'oi) <'froo(,))!d .siiO[)s to disi)ih)'nb hi)n; siniio, \viU)oiit this (uldiiional 
ao'ip-i'av;ition, the tiilinys sii i),H('otod him th:),t ho vwpl, hitto'ly, :)))d passed two 
days a))d j)io’l)ts withont sloi’p 'i'his first pai'ovy.sin ovo)-. In' vowed rovs'Uin', 
iind took it hy infliotin;^ o)) Njirsinp; Doo and ;dl his )-:ico Hc'voitios of wl)ieh his 
i‘('io')) hi)])pily ;)ll‘orils few ox:)mpl(‘s 

I)) the Sindh Akho's usual o'nod fortune h;),d atti'))dc‘d him, his ))]-i))m, tliounl) Uxian 
not n))i('ov))dy, \v(')'o so ”'(!)))!r)illy sueoossfid, tl);)t n)OHt of the jn'inoos Imstoned to 
i))f)k-o thoh' .sid))))i,ssio)) ; and ho I’oinrno)! to Ani-ii in ](!()2, so S))tisIiod with llx* 

I'osidl,, th))t i)) i) pj'oohimation which ho issuo)l, ho assnined, i)) .'idilition to his 
othor tith'M, that of l’ri))oo of the l)('oci))) While thus at the hoiid of a n)iohty 

e) ))})ii'e, of whiel) ho l)))d hti))Solf heon thi' m'lin aa'chitcet, a,))d sni'i’oundod hy a 
inao-nilio'uco which fow if iU)y sovo'i'i.yns liiivi' ovc'i’ oiinallod, Akho)’, in his 
dooH)iii)ti' y).'iii's, Wi),s h))' lro))i loppy. Ih' laid soi)V(H'ly o('))sod to nioin'i) foi‘ his 
Hooond son, whi'u l)is thii'd ,soti, Prinet I)!)niol, whose mtu’i'iao'o in KiOt ho ])iid 
oi'lol))'atod with p;i'oat fostiivitaos, died within a twolvi'inonth, the vietim ()i‘ l)is 

own drnnkon l)))l)it,H Put his sorrow for the do:ul meinhovs of his family was iiininimkik: 
not HO di,sti'0'-jsi));j; as thi' shanii' and ittfony produced hy the tniscondnet of the 
r)vin,L;’ Holiui, hi,s only .sui'viviu*.;' son and di-stini'd .successor, aftm' )i pr'miiLse of 
)'cfoi'))i, lijul sunk' )lci'por thiin over i)i his vicious cour.sc.s, actino’ haliitually with 
t,hc c!)prioi' of !i ))uidn)i)t) ))nd tin) cniclty of a tyi-ant A ipauavl with ])iH own 
.son Kho.a'oo laid suol) an effect on that youtl)’s mother, that she dcsti'oyod her- 
.self hy ])oison Akhc)', who had thronnh lil‘c nianifcstcd the oTeatost ilocisioi), 
si'cnis jmw to hj)vc hesitated as to his fntni’c iiri'iinn'cnjcnts Ho sluuhlorod at 
th(' thought ofhein;.;' suooiedi'd hy iSelim, iind yet in Ivhosroo, Hellm’s eldest son, 
he beheld the vc'ry piissious wl)ieh disgr;)eed Kelim hi))isel[ Tliw'o Was a third 
HO)). Khu)')’!)))) lie liail entwit)ed hinrself JU'onnd tho heart ot his aratidlather, 
h)it tl)e foin'l'nl ootjseipiences ol‘ a. ili,s))nted sirccesslon a))po!U' to have deton'i'd 

f) im IVoin making- any desliiiiafcion in his favour. Amid these distressing trials 
and p('i'ple\ities, his health, hegan vi.sihly to give way, and after an illness, 
during the hist ten days of wliich he was (ionlhiod to had, and employud mfioh 

of his time in giving goml eoiuisels to his son, he expiivd on the lotli oi minicat)! 

(Ictoher, I (iOo. Of tho sixtyd'our years of hi.s life, ififty-one Inul l)een spent on 
th(' throne, lie wsiH buried near Agi'a, In a tomb consisting oi a solid pyriimid, 
B)U'rmmdfid by cloisters, galleries, and domes, and of sneb iimnonse dimensions, 
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,\.ix uii).x tlisit for a yeiw' (>.r twi.) after the conquest (.if blie Hurroivniling torvitni'y Ity tlu; 
Britisli, a wliole Eui'oj)(!a,n I'egiment of dvag(W.)ns was ijviavt.erwi in it. 
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Akber is described a.s of a manly, abldcjtic, and liandsotne i'oi'in, fair (.ioin- 
ploxioa, jdeasiuo- features, and (.iaptivating manners. In early life bin tasbi.'s 

_ _ _ __ _ __ _ were s<.uiu,!\vbab tqii- 

(.‘•uroan, and lu\ indulged 
ill wine; in ,iiis labfcei 
years Vui was al isbi'iidmiH, 
botb. in mea.t and driidv 
.lie liad no vindictive- 
ut'HS in bis natni'ii; and, 
bi)\vivvi.!r mueli lie inigbt 
iiavo been |irovolved, was 
fdwnys ready to c'xiieiu] 
pardon ti.i i.vvcry one wlio 
-. asked it. His i;ovn';en.! 

AkUhR a loNriWTONE AT bEGUKDIM.Omiltjll i.U'/iWiilg, Kiwt-IiuUii IloUBO, ^ 

was so decided an nn;eti 

to amoTOrt to raslineBs; and tlie (jhivalrous prevaibsd .so mticli in, bii-i t('ni]ie,i’, Irbal: 

• ““""'Ira. new nelhi, lowe,‘(t tocKuM. 'l,’liooi(tei'AViill (iftliiKi>i(Hitii'<tlvi;om- 

“lai-lil,., faellianvovk >,t tho u>„st lioiinlifn! 

ail outer or low.j toiT.ico ,.s .fiO.fcot squwo by.30. . « ruiBod plutforn,, ia (;1,„ tondvd.ouo of tbo Couu.lor u 

. burial pin.,e;,lmtlihonK,rbvlro.mri 

^neritvolv • r,nb ' fi w"! r- "t'®''; ‘‘■1 B*'*''* ’“"8 ™P““« % plainer t.onib»t6i,o, in a 

iiiolio3an,ll4feotfaiuoh® viinltod chareiber in tlio l)ii,<iom(snl; fK loot, ami'ivii 

aiX ; sUinnatoftlannuiBolouni” 

. eSCll lUiy,, 01 , , 6 Xt 3 in.T,tlyj ,JU 9 U,ffll£, th()>!(gtlt.O^^^ . ; ' 
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li(' ol'h'ii unili‘r\v(‘u(i !j,'i'i;aL toils ami ('xposoil liiiiisulf to giviit ])L'riK, IVom a more 
love of mlv<'ntin'a [iis iiiU'lh'ct, fcliouyli not of LIk' first onlcv, wsis lenmrkalily 
atsiti', ami nothiiio' [)loase(l liim luoro thiiiii di-irnssioiis of a Jiiutfiphysioal and 
|mr;/lino' iiatiiio W^licn nob aotnally in tlioHO ilisuiissinus, lie tloliohtoil 

(.0 ho [n'osoiit at tlioni as ai lisLom'r; ami aiimsod ]iiius(‘lf with Llio wianolings of 
pliilosopliio.il ()!■ u'lioiou’i souts, wh(),s(‘ lo.ulois li<‘ on varioui occasions snumioiiod 
lo coni't for this voiy purpose Om' of the most rcinarkahlo of those di.scns.sion.s 
took' pi,ICO when ho hold a moi'tino’of Akihouiotaii doctoos and Portiig’iioso mis- 
.sionai'ios, ami ikkidod tlu' lattm' hy [irotonding to have souio idea of boi’oiuiiig 
a Ohi'isLi.iii oonvcit d’ho truth .sotnjis to ))0, that Ik' liad few .si-rions convii'lioiin 
of any kind, and ('inployod his acuteness, jiot ho much for the purpose ofdisco- 
vorino, as of evading truth. 

fn privati' life ho was a, kind and indidgent paroit, and a gcni'roiis, warm¬ 
hearted, and ,s{,rono|y attached (i'iend Indt'cd, it may ho tndy .said, that tlie 
only real griefs which lie snlfered thi'ouoh life had their nourw in tln'se two 
relations. As a, militaiy eonmnindi'r, lie takes liig'li rank Ilo did not figlit 
many gi'oiit Inttles, hut ofti'ii, after some of his ahlest oilieeis laid fought and 
lost tlieni, he no sooni'r made his aiipearauci' in the (ielil than I'oitune, which 
had for-.al^en them, .si'onied to return, ami di'l'eat was eonveited into vieinry 
In till' ealiinel/ he was still more sneeessful than in tlie held; and im.sses.sed in 
(lie liiglu'sL degree the art of winning tin' affections of all with whom lie came 
in eonl.iiet, and rendei'ing their va.ried tah'iits and inlliienee. snh,servient to tlii' 
advancement ol' his service, kor the lirst time Mahometan.s and Himloiw wi're 
.seen, dui'ing his reign, working harmoniously together, while holding jdaees of 
honour and trust near the throne. 

Akher's best liune is fmuuled on his internal admini.stratiou, inlo wliieh so 
many ingiortaiit ini[irovenieuts wi're iutrndueed, that it would ho dlflieiilt to 
enumerate them Sniliee it hero Lo say, that in every depiirtmont of tlie state, 
liusiue.ss was eondneU'd on rational, liiieral, and tolerant prineipk's; justice 
was administerod impartially among all cheeses of snhjcets, without reibrence to 
birth or religious profession; and the revemie, was isuscil in tlic manucr .su])- 
posed to he most ('(piitahle and least oppressive. Tlaving first fixed a mtifoim 
standard of measui’emeut, he carefully ascertained the extent and relative piro- 
diu'tiveness of caeli landed teni'ment, and then fairly a|.)pnrtloned the ammmt 
of taxation which each ought to be,ar In this way there was little room for 
favoiiriti.sm ; and a burden which, wlitle it lay equally U]Kni all, wa.s not exee.s- 
sivi' in its aimmnb, was borne easily and wltlumt grudging. 

In connection witli Akber’s revenue system may bo inentioned his admiiiis- 
tral.ivo diviHiims of i,he empire into ])roviTieos or sahu/w, caob of whiclv was 
governed liy a head oOicor called a mhnMar, whose powers were equivalent to 
those of a, viceroy, all authority, civil as well as niililary, within the province 
being vested in him anbowlinato to tho .snbahdar, though tqipoiufced pot by 
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liiin, but b_y the Iviiig, was an oflioer, witU tlie title el deiiMi.il’ or d.iiviiv, \vlio 
had tlie aupei'iuten.deueo of all. matter,s ol nnuMUie and tiii.'uicc.v 'I lie .'■iiibaiiM, 
originally (ifteon, were, in coascquenee of additionnJ eoiujue.sts, raised to eigli 
teen. Of these tsvelve, unre in Hiiidoo,stau and si.v in the Deeeaji, 

/Vniong tlie euaetineiits of Aldier Avhieli deserve notiee. lor tlieir Iniinane and 
liljoral s[)irit, and at the .same time tlii-oW some iv.lleid.ion on the tardy legisla¬ 
tion of the British government oil the same ,sul)jeet.s, a,re his |)i'oliiliition ot l.he 
biiriiing of Hindoo widnw.s aga.inst their vt'ill, a.nd liis jH'rnntl.ing them to 
marry aga/in, thongli the, ftindoo law oxpre.ssly forbiilw it, 'I’iie. same linma.ne 
and Ubera.l sjiirit aj)])ear,s in lii.s pmlilbithm of the jeziii. or e.apita,tion tax, on 
infidtd.s, wliich had placed n-n onormons, irrespon.sib.le, a.nd mneluaJmsod power 
in tlie. liands of farndical .ftfalnmietims; and in I,ho aliolition of the. pi'/ietien of 
making' .slo.ve.s of prisoners ta.ke.n in war—a. [iriLctice iinile.r tlie eover of which 
not on\y the wives and children ea.i)tnnid in eamp.s or fortilied ]ihK,'e,s, lint I,lie 
peiLcetihlu mlvAhi.taufca of any hitstiln e.wmtry, were ne,i'/,e.d iwni e,i\,\'vied o(f ivdiO 
shivery. 1’liose ennetments gave grievous olfene.o—those, alfecliing tlu' llimloo.'i 
being odious to the J.jralimins, and those which laid rustnunts on tlin ,Mahmne.- 
tans lieing Hedged upon by the .Mollahs, and urged a,s a, proof that A.klie.r Ininsolf 
was an infii.lel, A. still .stronger proof wa.s an])[ioBed to lx- fmiud in a. mid.ler of 
fioui’t, ethp\et.te, on wlvich Aklxw He.e.ms to Vnvvft insisted with, move, pevtinaeit.y 
thaiL i,s easily re(,ioncilablc witli his usua,l moderation. He Inul a. dislike iio the 
beard, and would .scarcely admit a per,son who wore it to hi.s i),reHeii(,ie, n'lifor- 
tunatel.y Ids feeling in this respect was in direct oppo.sitiori to an iiijiinction o,f 
the Koran; and several of the nioT'c zeahms Maliora(,'ta,n cliie.fs cliose. ral.her l.n 
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effirego the^ liOnQiii's anil, pleasiires of the court than conform, t(.r a., rogiilaition, tlie 
nliservanee of wliich .setuned incompatihlo with orthodoxy, 

A; AthongAlly 
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and ciLiidcIs (il 7\jj;rii aud AlUdiiibad, Lho Idtiiidatioii ol‘ LIk' ciL)^ of b'nl/U[>(H)t' 
(111 Lli(‘ isiLc ()l Idle villiigc ()l Bikta, Idr Avliudi, as tlie IiiiLlL-jdaee nt' Uvd ol' his 
sons, he had (‘(iiici'ivcil a, sl.nmir pactiality , the splendid )wku;e ereeii'd in that, 
city Ini his own resideius', and neai it a inosipie leinaik.dile for ihe heauty and 
luaJesLic proportions of its ai-cliiti'utnro, and fclie vidiite nia,rhlo mosipio and 
palaei' of Apra in hotii oL' whinh siinplieity and (dei>-ance are hajipily eniuluned 
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Another woik oC Alchi'i, tlionoh not strictly of a piihlie natiiii', is tin' tomb id' 
his fiitlu'r rioomayoou at Delhi Its eonunandini^’ position, ils Tiinenitndi' and 
Holidity, and its .stipieiidons dome oP Avhiti' maihle, liavi' loiiff iniide it eelchrated 
as one of the oreidjost of his strnetures; wliiln a lu'w interest lias recently IxH'u 
oivi'U to it as I,hi' sei'iie of the capture of the last and, all things eonsidiTod, the 
mosi wortliloss r('[ireseid,ative of the Clreat Mogn!—the pri'.scut (Jtumary, IdoM) 
so-ealled King of Delhi, ft would he nnpardonahle, in refeiring to the })er- 
formanees of Aklier’s reign, not tn mention aiiothor work wliieh, though of a 
\eiy dllFerent natal'!' IVnni any of the uliove, itught have ski'd greater Instre on 
his reign (ban tin' most relelrrated of them This work was a, translation oi’tlie 
gns[H'ls into Persian J t was nudertiiken by Aktier's speuial ilireetions, and. in¬ 
trusted to a Portngiie.se inissUmary, who, unfortunately, instead of exocnting it 
faithfully, einmnitted what is called a pious frami, and ]irodnced a .spurious 
t,va,n,slatiou, disfigured and adnlteratod by lying Popi'Hli legends. The ,sad eon- 
seipieuee is, that a work Avluch, issued luuler the auspk'as of the Great Mogul, 
might have given a knowledge of jaire Ghristiauity in iiiliueiifcial (piartorawhieh 
eonld not otherwise be rcauhed, has only had the ('dfeefc of proHcnthig it under a, 
thdiased aud ])olluted form 


* " Tlio inoit liBiuUtul tliinK [at AUiibabadl was 
tluipavihiin n| tlic (Jli.aiicia Sitoim, or fiirtiy pillwfl, 
BO oalloil from Imviiig Itiat iminbqr ou ilio prirtoipal 
floor, (liiiWBBil 111 two ijoiiofliitriD ootagonal raiigoBj 
oiiQ iiitBi'iial of Hixteoii pillars, tlia otlicr oafpiilo of 


tMWlty-four; above tliis, supporlerl liytliGiniKiroolme 
Jiacle, was an upper range of pillar s laownod by a 
ilorno, ‘fluB Inuiding baa ontividy dwappearefl, ibs 
miiborialB being wanted to repair tbo fLirtlficationa,” 
■—ForguBBon’B Hand-Book of Anfuteclurc. 
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Wodrm riKli.i L'lLU^c^ in the moilf <.l mlfreoiii.i- with llm Ft il M nii i] i.ili, i, idililisliiil by (lin 

Vonetiuii, the Gnioi-si-, .tinl othui Itiliu. u-i.iililiOH Dmibliiiy nl' Ibo (Alir ol tino.l llniiii 
l*oilii!,nK>si-iiriiyiTS'i ill liiili.i. 



Jin' till' i'mu' Ijf Lise iloissius eiii[iei-or .)siHLiitiiisi, when Llie I’er.siiiiin, liy 
' esfcalili.nliiiie' ii iiioiKsiioly ol' Lite traiU' iilmiy llie I'liiil.e wliieli 

led inosL difeclly (lO ()(iiihfcatit.in(ipl(', hail I'ai.seil Lhes lU'iee nl' silk eiioi 
iisonsly isi ihii^L liiMii’ioiis ca|ii(,:il, tisi' (iispiii'Linie ari'ival ol'iwe I’ei'hiaii 
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I lUdiiks Llie alann wliieli iuul )K';.;un Lo pivvail, ky aliowin^i; 

linu" uiJ iuli'ijiiafci'! .su[i|ily iiiiglil bo obhiiiiieil at lioine In Llie eonrse ol Llieii' 
liiboiii'S as Chi'Lstian missiona,i’’iea, Lliey liail peiiel.i'aLt'il iiil,o ('hina., ami beroiiie 
ae([nainLetl wills Use wlioli' paoeesss ol' the .silk iiiiumCaeLiii'e, ii'ons its eoiiiiiieiiee 
iiieiiL in List' reiu'iiiy ol' bilk-woviiis, Lo iLs Lensiiuistuiii in List' (ini.slied prodneL 
Tlioii' iiifoi'ni'i.tiois iiLLt'aoLed aviioivil aiLeisLion; and Llie ('ni]iesHii', ('iill_\ ali\’e lo 
Its importance, duLoi'niiaed ininiodiaLoly to act upon it With Ibis vii'w the 
monks, nniiev his anspioos, )sa.ld a, second vis'd, to (.Jhina, ssnd I’l'tsicned with 
a svqsply of the egays of the silk worm, essneoaleil in the hollow ol' a, eaiie d'he 
wornis hatohod from Lhiso eggs lieing eavefully I’eai's'd, niiilLiplied ,so I'apidly 
that in a short Lime Greece, iSicily, !i,nd Italy woi'o ImLh producing' raw (^ilk•, and 
nuinufaotnving' it on an oxbensive scale. One hi',in(;h of the Indian Li'ade was 
thus in .sonic degree supcr.seded. Imt the. otlier.s which reinained wo're still sndi 
cient to create a large demand, and excite Lo stroniiuns exi'rtlons for the purpose 
of supplying it. In this way the aueient ehanneis of intercourse were again 
partially opened, and Indian jirodiicts were licg-iniiing’ to How into Mnropi' hy 
the inland and maritime rontes whieli liave hcmi already descrihed, when new 
obstmles of a very i'ormidahie character w'ere, .snddonly itdicrpo.sed 

The Mahometan imposture, after spreading like wilibfii'o over the whole 
of Arabia, continncil its conquests in all directions, and .soon [ilaced both Ihmsia 
and Egypt nndi'r the ahsolnte control of its fanatical adherents. The [lerce nni 


uio.sitics thus engendered, left no room tor friendly intcre.ouvso |i(‘t\veen those 
who regarded Mahomet as a prophet, and tho.se who knew him to he, an Inqios- 
tor. .Extorininatlng warfare alone was thought of, and eon1,iimed to rage with 
the utino,st fury, fn tlieso drcumstnuce.s, as the, di'nnuid i'or I'lastoru [iroduets, 
originally confined bo the more wealthy, had become generally dlfi'usi'd among all 
classes the only altaniative was to endeavour to obtain thoni by achaiuiel wliicb 
lay so far to the north as to run little risk of being' interfered with by Walionie- 
tan fanaticism. Mention was formerly made of the. eonuuercial route, wliicb after 
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(•i'ossin !4 Lln' Iiuiiis (‘(oiLiuuocl wcsL, aiul Lheii seiifc a Liraiidi iiovtlitf) Llio a d hioi, 

'I'lils rouLo, willi a alia’liL inodilu'aLion, was now fidopLod as tlio .safest ami most 
liractic.ible, and eoutiimed for a luno- jio.vind to Ito tlio main trank by wlvieh tlie 
eommoree lietwoi'u ]fino ])0 and the luoie leiuote ri'gion.s of Asia was uialn- 
laiiied Two liiie.s of eaj'iivaiis, Llio one from tlio wa-sLci ii frontiery of Olinia, and 
tile oblu'v from tlie weslei n fiontiors of India, met at a common point of tlio 
Amoo or Okiis, wlan’o that stream Hrst liccame availalilc' foi ti-aiisjaiib I'he 
ooods by both lines were hero emliarked, beim;' ciUTied doArn tlio .stre,im into 
ladco Aral, they were again conveyc'd by land cai i iage to the Caspian, and theneo 
by water to the mouth ol' the Kiir, and up the .stream as far as navigable An¬ 
other land eonvoyaneu brought tluan to tlu' 1‘hayiH, down which they were trail 
sported into tin' Jllaek Sea, and thence to Constantinople, which thii.s lice.uiie a 
groat eomineroiai em[iorinm. At a later jieriod a diiccfc caravan route brought 
the produetw oi' the East to Astrakhan, from which they were eonvi'yed (dtlus' 
down the Volga into the Caspian, blu'reafter to follow the .same lonte as befm-e, 
or by land (o the Don, and Llu'iiee to the Sea of Azof 

'fills route, AAdth all its obvion.s disadvantages, wa.s the liest wliieh Euroile 

^ IVn iiiu 

possessed for m(a'(‘ Ilian two eentnrh's 'file ealiphs would not have hcim uuwill- ona 
ing lo ri'iiew the ancient cliauiiels of eommerce 'fhey w(*re jierfeetly aware of 
till' riches wliieb would thus lie poured into their treasury, and were politic 
(‘iiongh to kei'p llu'ir I'aiiatieism in elu'ek when it eonld not be Indnlged witbout 
.saerilieing tlusr peenniary interesls. Aeeordingly, even while the Inilliiii trade 
was coiilined almost entiiely lo tbi'ir owm .sidijeets, they earefull^'' ('uihaivoured 
to estend it, both by atl'ording it now facilitii'S at home, and eiieonragiiig the 
i"C[)loration of foreign countries. In thia way, at an early period, tlie ealiphfi 
of llag'dad had provided a new ompoviurn for tlio trade of the Poreian Gulf, 
by founding the port and city ol‘ilu.ssorab, at the junction of the, Eujihrates and 
'rigTis;aiul both from the Pei siati Gulf and the Ked Sea iiumerou.s voyages were 
made to both .siile.s of tlie jicninsula ol‘ India, to Geyhm, to Malacca, and ho the 
i!liori'.s of (smntries lying farbeyoud it Dynx'auuoftiie.se voyage,s all the valued 
produetioriH of the East ludh's arrived in their porks, and found ready pur- 
ehaw'r.s in uus'eliaut.s, who carried them for distiibiitiou into the interior. 

'fhe frii'udly iuti'reourye between Ghristum and Mahonuitan nations .seemed rnniaoiiiie 
on the point of lieing renewed, at least coinmereially, when the preaohiiig of 
Ihder the llennit yet all Europe in a llame, and mja-iadu <if GvuHadern liaHtciied 
from eveiy quarf.or to wr(‘,st tho holy .sejiulehro from tiuGiandH of inlidels War 
accordingly hcga.n again to rags' with new fury; and the oxa,speration wlileh iiad 
been gradually sofieued Iiy time, heeame more latter and univereai than it 
had evt'r lieeu bei'ore. All hhsi, of peaceful trade wiys now ueceKsn,rily aban- 
(loued; and yet, pcrluips, sit no jicrhid did fclie tmde of the West make more 
rapid progress tiiun duTitig the Chaiuade„s. The armica destined for these colcj- 
brated expeditious never could ha.ve reached tho East without the aid of the 
Vor.. 1. 
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\ ii i^iii Guiioeso, ilu! I'isfiiis, and blio Vemdiaiiri, vvlu'sc Heels aceoiniiiiiiyiii^;' ilieni in 
fclieii' march iiloiie tint ueai'est ahorcK, Mipjilied Lliein holh with iii'ovisinns and 
th(' uvejius Ilf traiisport. In return for these, .servh-e.s tlu‘_y iiatiirally .shared 
in file siiccus.s of those whom they ha<l a.ssistcd, and, when valnalile hai'lioni.s 
hdl into the ha,mis of tin' Orusiuler,s, obtained many im[ioitant prix iU'o'es. 

Tlie maritime .states of Italy, while thn.'i o.sten.sildy en!4',‘i,i;'ed in a eommon 

Imiuima" eau.se, were hy no menus prepare,I to admit that they had a, eommon interest, 
and were lu'iiee dis[iosod to act toward', ea,‘h other on tin' narru\v,'st and mosl 
illilieral ]irineij)h's. ’fiic old niaxim, that the eomniert'ial pi'o.sperity ol a .‘ihd.e 
was l)e.st, promoted hy depres.sine the trade of it.s neiehhour, tlionf.',li now e\ 
ploded, w'ii'j then luiivei'.sally I’eeeiveil; a.inl in acting- upon it, [here was no injus¬ 
tice or [iciiidy ol' W'hieli tin' I'ivud Kalian repuMies scrupled to h,' jyuilty when 
it seemed possible in this wa,y to estahlisli a m.irii.hno asei'iideney. One ri'iuarlc- 
able illustration iil'iliis fact, wa,s g'lven in l^ht, when the Veuetiaus indueed the 

ow leader.s of thi.) fmuth ci'usade to tiii'ii asid,' from their avow’eii olijeel. of warriiie- 

with inlhlels in ord<'i' to wre.st Oou'-itantinople I’rom Llu' hands of a moiiarel), 
who, whatever his demerits mie'ht )«', was by ]iroh'ssiou Ohri.slian A \ariel.y 
of mutivua may (lave inlluene.ed the ('ni.saderw in taking this iinwarrantalile 
step; but the wuhseipient eoiiduet ol tlie Veiu'tiaus li'avi''i no room to d,iubl. (.hat 
Lhoir only objc'ct w.is .sellish ane’randizonu'nb. After ('onstantlnojile had been 
Htonued and plundered, tlu' ilomiuions wliieli had beloiie'cl to tin' (Ireek I'luperor 
were iiavtitioiied among his impriiicipled eoin|U('roi',s; and while an Karl of h’hiii 
der.s was placed upon Ids throne, the V<‘neiian.s oittaineil a. chain of ,',ettle)nents 
which .stretched from the Darelanelles to th,' Adriatic, and made tliem virtually 
master,s of the navigation and trade of the Levant. In ConfiLaiitinoph', vvhieli, 
from the camse a.lready umutioned, liad long rivalled Alexandria, as an emporium 
for the K'aiffie hetween Kni-ope and India, tlu'y obtained evehisiv,' privileges, 
which iiuwle it im})ossible for any maritium .state to compote with tiiein, and 
fund,shed them with the nii'ans of lonliiig it ovi'r all their rivals 

The imgeneriHiH course pursued by tlie Venetians liinl undoubtedly tin' 
effeut of gTontly exK'iidiug their trade generally, and of giving l.heiii an almost 
exclusive nmnopidy of that large portion of the. Indian trade which hud its 
centre in Gonstantinople. The superiority they had ilius aeipiin'tl reiuaiiu'd with 
them for rather mor<> than half a century; and the iujastice (o which l,ho\ owed 
it seemed almost to he forgotten, when tlie day of retriluition arrived, and their 
own lactic,s were .suecossfuUy emjdoyed again,st them. 'I’he (Iri'ek.s had never 
been recoiidled to tlie La.tin yoke, wideh had been fraudulently itnpnsed upon 
them, and were therefore prepared to avail tliemsehn-.s of the lir.sl. favouralde 
, Thciani,®, opportunity of .shaking it olf. Had tliey been left to their own reHoureos l.lmy 
could scarcely have hoped lor .suceess, but they had [lowerlhl auxiliaries in tim 
Genoese, who we,re animated at once by a leeliug of revenge i'or the injustice 
which they had .suffered, and a desire to become masters of a tralUc, tlu' posses. 
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sioii itl wliich iiiul L;iv('n tlic VciictianH an immense Hii[)oi'lorit',y ovoe all their 
live Is 'I’lie terms nf alliaiiee l)el\\'‘een the. (li'ei'ks and tlie (lOiiuesu were ea.sily 
Se tiled. The Foi'nn'r W('re ai'.dn to he ruled hy theii' own dynasty, and the 
lat/ti'r W('re to suii|)lant th(' Venetians in all their exelnsive ])rivileei's. ISoth 
ohjeets wow aeeomj)li,sli(‘d A Gr<'ek emjnror once more mounted the tin one 
ol Ooiistaiitinople, and the Genoese, in addition to other impfntaut privileg(\s, 
took I'uruiid, posse.ssion ol' tlu‘ .suhinh of I’cra, sid»ject only to the condition of 
holding' it as a (h'C of the empire 

ItAvas no\e tfie turn oF the V(‘netians to lie depressed; while the Genoese, 
not eonteid.ed with their sn])roiuaey in the harhour of Constantinople, extended 
it to the, T)laek iSea, Avher(‘, hy (‘renting Forts on various points ol' the coast, and 
partieuhii'ly on eommandiug po,sitions in the Crimea and within tlie Sea of VkoF, 
they see,lin'd a monopoly of the extensive and lucrative trade carried on witli the 
Mast hy way of the Cas[)'um Tn virtue of this monopoly Genoa heeanic for a. time 
till' greatest oomuu'reial power in Eurojie Tlie Venetians at linst attempted 
to compete with the (hmoeso, even in the liarhour of Coiritantinoplo, hut soon 
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found till! terms so iineipial, in eon.seipience of heinghurdoned with heavy duties, 
li'om which their rivals wore exempted, that they abandoned the struggle as 
hopeless. Th(‘ir only alternative now was to resign the Indian trade altogether, 
or f'lidi'a vour to re-ojieii its ancient ehanrml.s. In preferring the latter, thoyAm’c 
met at the very outset hy di'eji-vooted prejndieos, whieh made it unlawful and 
I'von inpiiousto enter into alliance,s of any kind Avith Mahometan rulers; hat no 
sooner were tlie.so prejudices overcome than the remainder of the task was com¬ 
paratively easy. Wit1i the sanction of the pojio himself, who on ihl.s occasion, Voiuitiann 
us on many others, allowed tho supposed imjiiety to he committed in eonsidcra- tiw'’ruitan.' 
tioii of the profit anticipated from it, a commeroial treaty wa,s concluded with 
the ISultau of Egy|)t, It contem|)lAte(l the can-yitig on of the Eastern traffic 
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boLh by the overland route across H>Tia, and by Ibo way of tlio lied l-t'a VVil.li 
this view the Vouotiau senate was empowered to a])poiid, two eonsvds. witli 
mercantile jurisdiction, the, one to re, side at Dama.scus and tlie otlier at Al.w 
andria both of the,so cities w('re aceordin.yly re.sorted lo by Venetian nn'i' 
chants and arLLsans; wldlo at JJeyront, as tlie poi I, nl Ihe lonner, and in (Jie 
harbour of the latter, mercantile vos.sels bearinj^-tin' Vein'tian llap, far ontinnn 
bered those of all otlu'.r countries Tlie Geimesi', coidi'iiti'il with tlieii- nndispidwd 


monopoly at Oonstantinople, seem not at this time to have made any atlempl, (,o 
share in tin' advantages which tlu' I'lgyptiaii sultans bad eonb'ri’ed on the Vene¬ 
tians; but the J^’lorcntim's, a,fter tlic-y bad, by tin' coikiui'sL oI I’isa, in I lOo, 
acijiiired the si'aport of Ijcnboin, tiirncd tlu-ir attention to the Indian traile, and 
.succeeded, in I fio, In eonelnding a tri'aty which placed them on the same looliing 
as the Venetians in respect ol coinmereial privilege'. The I'ariu'st a(,(,emp(„s tlnis 
made to .share in tlie trade to tlie Mast Indies, would ol themselves lead to I,hi' 
conclusion that a, task' lor the products of tlu' regions iiieliided nmler that 
geiK-'i'al name iiin.st no longer have' lieen eonilned, as at lirst, to a. lew eoniitrie.s 
on the. oastern ])art of the jMediterraiiean, hnt must have spread far wi'st and 
nortli, so a,s to iiielude a lai'ge portion of Mnrope, 'J’lio laet was really so; and 
there is uol, miifili iliniculty in accounting for i(., Ma.iiy of the most distinguished 
leaders of the, C)ruHa,(leH, with tlii'ir followers, (‘ami' from those ipiarter.s; and on 
their return hroiiglit homo with them new ideas and iii'w wanl.s. To (Jieir 
astouishiuent they had found that in several points, nsiia-lly eoiii'ndered a,s lesl.'i of 
civilization, they were far surpassed by the iulidels whom they bad bei'ii acens 
toined to regard as mere l)a.rl)arians. Galled by their inferiority in tliesi' 
3'es])cets, they had little dilficulty in leai'iiiiig to surmomit it; and imhihi'd laslies 
and fonnod habits which they could not indiilgi' in I, hi' iihsenei' of hlastern pro 
ducts. The demand naturally pi-udnced a sipijily; ami Italia,n ships, freighted 
with these products, worn frequently seen in the Mnglish ('lia.imel, in the German 
Gcean, and even within the Baltie. hi eonr.se of time the imiritime spirit of the 
North was completely roused ; and its merohants, instead of waiting for Ilalian 
visits, sent their ovvii ve.ssels into the Mediterranean, aiiid i,lu'i'e heca.nie |iui*' 
chasers of Indian produce at .second hand from the, Iflorentiiies, Vi'iietians, and 
Genoese. In this traflie the lead was taken by the cities of the Hanseatic 
League, and |iarticularly h_y Bruges, which iu eonsciiueiico heeiuiie one of i,ln' 
most populous and ilouri.sliing marts in Northern Nurope-. 

The Genoese were still in possession of their monopoly in Itrn!, whi'n an 
event ocenrrod which abrnjitly terminated it, and was followed by a series of 
disasters which ultimately amiihilatod tlioir niaritinio gri'atm'H.s I’liis event 
was the eaptme of GonsLanfcitioplt!, and the extinction ol' the Greek empire, by 
the .Inrks nndei’ Ma,hornet II. They made an efl’orl, to e,scape the destrne.tion 
wiiicli threatened them, by attempting to form a commoreial treaty with the 
Mameluke Sultans of Bgypt; but tho monojwly which they had held at Con- 
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.sLanbiiiopk' uudi'i' llio Cii'uk wiiperois, jiliu'cd them in a liilso position, ami the aij'iiw 
nc^otiittion jiniveil Iruitloss 'I’Jic Veuotians acconhn<>ly, wei'o oiicu more in the 
aseemli'iit 'I'lieir moat lorniidalilc rival had heen obliged tu ve,sigu the contest; 
and Lhi'y began to run a new coiir.se of pro.s])Ciity, to wliieli, a,s far as huiiuin 
foresight reachi'd, no limit could lie assigned At this ])eriod of tmevanqiled 
prosjierity Venice was tottering- to lier fall. 

The revival of leai iiing and the discovery of pi-inting had at once awaki'iicd a I’u'CL.'i-, .>f 

s[)inh of io(|uiry, Miid [iiruislicd ihc most ediictual meriiis uf diflubiug it hi all 11 LVl^^ itlOIl 

d('[)artiiu'nts ol' literature and Heience rapid [irogicss was made, and diseovei'ics 
leading to practical ri'snlts in Home uf the m ist inqioitaut aits of life, were eon- 
stantly rewarding the diligent impnrer, and .stimulating othei's to follow in his 
footste))s Among the arts thus improvi'd was uavigat.ion Hitherto, when 
the shore was losi, sight of, there had lieen no mean.s of directing the conr.se of a 
vi'ssel at .sea; and tiie utmost which the lioldest and mo.st experiencod navigator 
altemiiti'd, was to uti'cr fiom luaulland to lieadland without lingging the intcr- 
vi'uing shore, or to ta.ke advantage of a wind whieii hlew n'giilarly like the 
monsoons of tlie India,n Ocean, and tlius use it according to tlie direction from 
which it lilew for travi'i’.sing a wide o.spau.se of sea on an outward or a homeward 
voyage When the eonqiass was discovered, tlie greatest obstacle to a voyage 
out of .sight of l.iiid w.is at oiiee removed, and there was even less danger in 
launehlng out on tlie wide oei'an than in 
following till' M Inding'i of tlu- coast, exposed 
i.o nu'ks and shoals, and the many (laugevH 

Among the (iivst who pro]ios(‘d to turn '■ "I 

the use of t.iie eonipuss to imu'tieal aeiamnt 
ill the discovery of new lauds, was i.he eele- 
hrated t Ihristupher t'olniuhu.s, lT(i had 

tudicH hy Hailing west aeros.s tin' Atlantio. „ „ . . 

■' ^ CimitMoriirn Ciir.UMmn.-.riom noU'inra 

d’lu' immen.se importance of Hueh a passage, 

once jiroved to he jirael.ieahlc, wa,s perfectly obvious. It Vould at once 
dispoiise with the tedious a,nd (expensive ovovltuid roules by which the produce ctoiUophor 
of the East was then brought to Europe, and transfer tlie m.o,st valualile 
traflle with \vhieh the world was yet acquainted, from, the hand,s of inddcla 
to thuHo of OhristiauH, These wei-e the gmud objects at wliioh Columbus 
aimed; but ao much were his views in advance of his age, that many years 


CimitMonirtt CiauMiiin.—Viom noU'inra 
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Jiiisst'd ;iw;ty l)(ii'(irc lie <-oul(l iudiioe .‘iny I'liiropenii ,sL;d,e di iiiciii' I lie expense 
whiuli would be iioeessary in ordei- to i-e:di»- lliein Mpaiii at last undertook 
the tusk, aaid was rewarded vvdtli the discovery of a New World 'I'liiM vas 
iiioro tliaii oven (joluiulms bad anticipated 'I'lioiiyh Ids pyonrapliical ideas 
were r.ir nioie accurate than those of his coiiteinporai ies, he hail ^ivalli 
uudorrated the luayailiide of the glulie; and heiu'c, iniapiniiiL!; Iliat llie land 
wdiieh lie JirsL reached helonj:>eil to Asia, lie oave it (he name of West Indies 
III this name ho informs ns of the goal aftei which he had been slri ving, and 
which ho was so conlident of having actually attained, that for a lime he 
would scarcely believe the evidimco of his sense.s, and iiisi.sb'd that evervlliing 
which lio saw was Indian. The delusion under which t'olunilms thus laboured 
is a striking' proof of tli(‘ general intei'iwi wliieli was imw felt in regard to 
India, and of the eager longings nf the niariiame .slates of .Murope to olilain a 
share in its tradi', without lioing lettm'ed hy the nioimpolies which the Malm 
luotans and Vonetiams had (‘sta,hlished in the Ijiwaad, 

Though Uohmihus failed to discover an oeeanie route lo Iniliii, he elearlv 
pi.iiiited out tho direction in which it lay. It was previously known thal Ilie 
ALlaiitic was honmled on tin* oast hy the, eoiitineiits of Kuropi' and Africa, and 
he had now proved that an (‘((Ually insnrm(am(,a,hle l)a,rrier lioiualed it on llie 
west Tin) cuiiehisiou, therofnre, was oliviuus, tlia.t if India was aeces.sihh' I'l'nm 
.Eiirojio l)y a eoiiLiimous sea, voyage, it could only Ih' hy Lraeing one m' ntlas' of 
tliese coutiueiits to its torinination, and then sailing round il. In aecordaiiee 
willi this conclusion, four lines of jnissago ]iresente(l thenisidw'M as possilik' a, 
north-west, a north-isist, a south-wust, and a south-east 'riie, iliri'e llrsl, weri' 
saliseipicully atteniptod; hut the last, which was eerlniiily tlu' must pnanising, 
is the only one with wliicli wo have now to do. 

.As early as l-ld.5, more, than twenty years liefore Oohimlius was horn, 
Priuec lieriry, fourth .son of John 1., King of f'urtugal, alti'r distingiii.sliing himself 
at tho (‘apture, of (jonta, on tho coast oJ'Africa, I'et.nrned with a detis'iiduatiim 
to dovoto Iiiinself to iiiarltimo discovery, liy em[i)oying uai'igators (o trace th(‘ 
westoni coast of that coutinoiit, and tlu'rehy perhaji.s solve iJie great prohlem of 
a practicable route to the iliast Indii's, hy sailiag round its southern extremitv. 
He had all the talent and .scioutllic acipimnnont necessary, in oi'der to (pialil'y 
him for siiporiutending the great task thus uudertalceu, and g'a,vo a striking 
proof of his inHc.Kihility of i)nrpo,sn hy withdrawing from e.ourt, and iixing his 
residenoG la the seaport of Sagres, not Ca,r from Oape iSt. Vincent, llm'i' he 
erected ail observatory, and estahlished a .school of navigation for ttu' training 
of youth, whom he might afterward,s einjiloy on voyago,s of discovery. He was 
not destined to .solve the grand jirohUmi; hut before his death, in iHid, had 
jiaved the way for it, by fitting out expeditioirs, which, Itiaviiig tJape Non (so 
called because no previous navngator had })a.sscd it) far fiehiud, di,seovercd 
Madeira and the Oape Verd I,slands, and penetrated as far .soutli as Bievra Leone, 
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I lie of ('iilA'rpristi wliich I’riiiuo Uciiiy liad fo.sLercil Avas noli allowod \i)j|iii 

Id (‘Xpirc vviUi iiiin; and uiidor AUniso V, who \va,s Llieti I'cinuiiig, ilu‘ Afrleaii 
xoasL was I'xploisid ahnohL to tlu' ('(piator. John il., the sou and .successor of i'hiku"... t 
y\lon,so, conLiuiiinc' !,hc pr()i;'r(j.s,4 ol discovery, \vrt.s ho coiiviiiccil that India would im.i.M " 
nILiniaLcly lac rt'aclusl, f,ha,L, in J 181i, lie took a hLc[) wdiich, though of an extra,- ' 
oi'dinaiy natnie, a^ipears to havu' been dictated by Houud and far-sighted [loliev. ' 
tlreat cxertion.s had been made by th(> yovenuiusiit of Portugal in fitting out 
expeditions Ini' niaritiiae discovery; aud now, when they .seemed about to be 
crowiii'd with succe.s.s, the, danger was, that other state.s might steji in and insi.st 
on sliaring in the (rnits As the ln'st means of preventing this, he .sent anihas- 
sadors to sevei'al ol the, loading l!lnro[)ean courts, and offered tlnun the alternative 
ol (‘ither uniting wilh him, and furnishing nien and money lo assist in the eon- 
([uest.s whieh he was (‘onteni|)la,ting, on the uuderstauding that a fair pii'oportiou 
ol tlie iK'indit would he awa,riled them, or leave him to ]iroceed as hitiierto, on 
Ills own entire responsiliility, aud of eiair.se,, in common fairue.ss, for his oacu 
exclusive b(‘iiefit. 

d'hi.s attomjjt to Ibnn wdiat may lie ivdled a joint-stock conijiany, in rvhich oi.mi ii»m 
kings were to bo t.he only sha.reholders, failed /Ml ilu' crowned heads ajiplied ' ' ' 
to, deeliiusl tomitei'tain the proposa,!; and John toolc the additional iiri'eaution 
of calling in the aul of tiu' popi', who, in the iilenitmle ol' an ai'rogaut power, 
then nndis]iuti‘d, but .soon a.ftoi' to lie. shaken to its very fouudal.ions, dri'w 
a,n imaginary liiu' from north to .sonl.li, hy whieh lie dividisl t.ln* Avorld into 
l,wo eipial halves, and deeri'cd that discovcrii'.s of new coiintrii'.s made froin 
west to I'ast should only lie eoinpetimt, and .should huloug e.xciusively to f.hu 
Ihivtugiiese. It seems not to have oecurred either to the king or (.he pope that 
discoverii's mudo from east to west might hi' carried so far a.s to make this 
grani, futile, and coiivi'rt It itd.o a. great lione of contuntion. 

Prom this iKU-lod the King of Portugal as,sinned the additiona.l title of Lord e\.'iiiuiii 
of (lulnea, aud evine.ed a detormiuutiou to liirn his gnnit to the besl. account, UicKmi 
lie.sides (ittiiig out au expedition, niicier Diego (lam, who, in Id-tSI, reached 
22" of south latitudes and must eoii.seipiently have been within 12’ of the 
soutlu'i’ii eNtremity ol’ the Ali'tean continent, he sent two me.s.senger.s overland 
with iii.strnctioiLs Lo diseiive.r the eumitry of Prester John, then believed to be 
a gp'eali reality, though since ase,e,rtained to have had only a rulmlou.s o’dHtence. 

I’liey wi'i'e also f.o a,scoria,in wlience the drugs and spiees came which the 
Venetians traded in, and wluitbor there was any .sailing from the .srinth of 
Afriea. to India, One of thofso messe,ngt!r.s, Pedro do Oovillam, .sncceoded in 
reaching India,, and obtained much iinportaut intiinnation; Imt hoforti the 
lett.er oonveying it reaidied Pox’titgal, the great jirnble.m had lieen .solved by 
Ba,r(,olommeo .Dia/, who had .sailed south with three vslilps in IdSfi. Aij-er 
roficliiug a higher .southern latitude than any prcvion.s navigator, a storm aro,se 
wliitili drove him out to .sea. Ills direction under .such drciimstance.s coLild not 
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bo amiiatoly ascoiLauiod but, ho know it to bo sotill:oily Afloi' losbiiy alHuil 
foi bhiiLoon days, ainl sullWin<> iniicli by a suitdou liansdiim ol tlii' l('in|)oiatuio 
lioui liut to oold, tie alLouiptod, wIk u Lliostnini .ibalid, in loy.nn tlio land l>/ 
•stociino oiistw.ud Ifou'.uliod d, bid to Ins ^ii.d, nsInnishiiuMil, disonviiod 
tlirit tlio land wldoli, wlion Iio (juittod it i i,y on Ins loll h.nid, luaily duo noilli 
and south, was now sUotobin<> cast aiul west, and liondiiuj; lunlli oasi d'ho 
cause vras too appaiont to lo.ivo .iny jnnni loi doubt llo li.id lioon oiiiiod 
loimd tlie smiLbein evtiomity of Abioa, an<l was nowon ds soidli-oa .li'i n loasl 
lie was iiiosL anxious to piosocnto tins aiispioious comniom omoni, but Ins oiow , 
letused to follow biiu, and bo was ubiioed to tiiin bis taco lioinowaids llo was 
so I'ai mvaided, Foi a low ilays biou^ld liini in sioht of llio ina;j;nilioont pin 
muiitoiy in wbioli Aliioa biininatos I'lio woallioi lio bad mot willi and 


J 
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[lorbaps, also a painful lomombr.iuoi' of tbo cmuuIuoI of liia cnnv.s in I'oioin;; tiiin 
to retaiin, dotorniinod him In {^ivo it tbo namo of Otfho ilc TodoH lo^ Toi‘))n'ii 
(II Capa of Wtoi'ins, but tbo knit;, on bis rotiun, thinkins.;' this iiamo oniinouM, 
cboso Olio iniioli nioro appropi’iato, and, in allusion to tbo iiroat ])iomi',o wbioli 
tbo doulibno of tbo proiuoidoiy liold old, oallod it t'n/ai do liiteiiu h\/)( 
or Capo of Good Hope 

It is hinoulai that, tbongb Jolm sm-vdvod this diseovoiy nino yoais, bo niadi* 
no att(im[it to follow it up Ono oiuiso of tbo inddfetonoi' tlins inanil'ostod may 
have lieon tbo moi-tilioation which lie folt at tbo .still nioi'o brilliant miooo ,s 
whiclt Ferdinand and Isabella of fjpain bad aoliiovod liy thi> omploymoid of 
Cliristoplici- Goliuulms This ronownod ii!ivi,i>ator, rotuiuinsj,' from Ida disoovory 
of a Now World, arrived in the Taj»u,s in ] 4!);3 Ijoforc apply 1)1,4' idiiain, bo 
had offered Ida aeivicea to Portugal, and boon lofn,sod. Wbat, would .Jolm not 
now have given to be able to recall that refuasN It was too late. but lio bad 
coumellora base enough to suggest tliat the remedy was still in Ids own bands, 
He bad only to assassinate Coliunbus, and take iiosKossion of Ids papers; bus 
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ilisroveiy would thus dio wiLli Idui [dc Ids own f'aiui' lu' sputued (.lie 

iidanioiis Mi^oeslioii, aud (Johiiulius, aHei a hceoiuino reception, not less honour¬ 
able (o till' idvc'c than it must have been ftiiitilyliie to the receiver, eoiithiued 
Ills tiiiuupliant proi^ress to tko eomt otdSjiiiin 

dohn w.is sueeeeded in 1 IDS by his einian Kiiuuiuel, Avho was thoroip^ldy 
imbued with the sjdrit of enterprise which iiad aidmated Ins juccleccswj ^ 
'rimid counsellots were not waiitiuc who advised huii to rest satislied with the 
diseoveries a heady made, and not tun the nsk ot luipovoiishiii/,; his heieditaiy 
dominions by evpensivi' evpi'ditions, of which it was inpiossiblo to foresee the 
liind result, hut Ills ri'solntiou had been formed, and tliere could he no doubt 
what it was, whim lu'was st'Oii, iu the third year of hi,s rei^ii, littiiig- out a, luwv 
evpeditioii fir the iivowi'd ])iirpns(‘ of not only doiihiine' the Cape of Good lIo[)e, 
but afterwards eoiitiuniny the vu)yan;e without iutertutssiou till the coast of 
Iiidiii was reaelied. Lu this expedition, which consisted of three small .ships, 
eairyin^f 100 nu'u, Bariolnuuniv) Dur/. lield only a suhordiuatc htatkm Nor 
had he twen the sattsfaetloii of seeing his diseovmy prosecuted hy others; for, 
on ariivliig at the fnt oi bll Mina, he was .sent hack to Portugal, and not Jong’ 
afti'r Ids K'tiirii [lei l.shed .at sen 

Till' eoiiiinand of the (>\-[K'(htiou, thus rather uugtmcnm.sly Avdldield from 
Diaz, was eoid'erred on Vasco d(' (iaiua, a 
oeidlemaii of the royal household, who had 
previously doin' good st'rviee at sea, and, 
hy his sultseipu'id eoiiduet, justified tlu' 
choiec widcl) Inul heen made of lihii After 
a [loiupous eeri'iuoidal, more iu aeeordauee 
with the gieat object eoiiLeuiplated hy thi' 
e\]ieditiou I bail with tin' very inadequate 
meati.s (■iirui.shed fir its aeeouqdi.sliineut, 
the three small ships left the port of Htdein 
on Saturday, the 8tli of duly, 1497. 9'hey 
were neeoiupaided hy a small bark ciu'rying 
provisioii.s, a ml a caravel, of which Diaz 
wnis (iapLain Dll' tlu' Danuries the ve.sHtdn 
eucouutered ii storm, whicli .separaiod 
them, hut they met again ni Capo Verd, 
which had been ti.\'ed tis the pltw’o of midezvoua Having next day ancliored 
at Santa, Maria, on the African coast, they repaired the.U' tlauiagG,s, and took 
in water. Diaz, proceeding no I'arthcr, retuoicd homewards; the other ve-sseds 
pur,sued their voyage. Auotlior storm, still more violent than the former, over¬ 
took them; and tiiey had almost given up all hope of wcatlun'ing it, when it 
abated, and they took slvelter in a bay. to which they gave the name of Santa 
Dleua, Vasco do Gama attempted to hold connrmnication with the natives, hut 
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met with an i)ilto.'^)Mfca,l)lc reca-jitioii, wliicli lelt liiiii no iiuTinal/imi l.o prnlnnv; hi.M 
fitay. Hc! set .sail ao'aiu on tlie lOtliol Nova'inla'r, Iiavinn a.ln'iul^^ Iieen more 
than lour montlis at siai; ainl two ilayn a.Iti'r eaiuo williiii ol tlio ( api' 

of dooii Hope, wliieli, after t:ie.I<iii_!;- alioiit in eonseipionir of lialllinp w nnln, 
they (lonlit'.d on the dOth of NovoiiiIkm-, aiiini the sonml of ninsic and yeiua-al 
rejoicine’. 

Tlicy wore iio\\r I'jijrly launched on the Indian ()eean, lad/ insi.ead ol .steerinL’, 
via'lib across it, conthiiK'd for a time to follow the eoasi,, ni.akine' eai'elnl oliser 
vations, and daily disco\a‘rin”' ,sonic new olijeet to ekeitiv theii' wmnder. On 
Chri.stmas, 1 197, they ,sa,w l.iinl, wliieh, in hononi' of the <hiy, tiu'y called 

Idei'ra de Natal; and wlncli, still retainnio- its name, promiseii to rl.se into 

importance as a ISrilish colony. 'I'he m'vt hi.nd v'i.sil.ed ladoneial to the Kalfrivs, 
with whom they hail nnich friendly interconrsi'. 

In proceeding' farther north, the expedition was nnich impedi'd hy enrrenis, 

whicli indncicd De Oama to g'ivi'the name of D'nho dc Hoi'rii ’to a pi'oinineiit 

headland, and to keep far out to sea in order to avoid the ri-.k of heino I’lnhayed 
Owing to this, Sofala, wliich was thi'ii. the great empoiiinn ol' thi.s pari, of Africa, 
was passed without being .seen. d'he. nativi's appeared now to he inori' civili/ied 
than those who lia.il provion,sly hei'ii .swm, and in,stead of the timid and ,snspi 
eious looks which otlmrs laid manifested, made tlie.mselve,s as liimiliar with the 
rorbuguesc as if they liad been old aeiinaintanees. As tlu'ir hingiiage was not 
understood, the eouversation hy signs wa,s ucee.Msarily eonliiKsI witliiii very 
nari'ow limits, but euoug'h was omnmun'ieated to .satisfy Va.seo de (lama that 
tliej)-were aeeustomod to mingle witli ])eople in a still mon* advanced .state of 
civilization. Two chiefs in particular, who paid him a, vi.sit in their nwn limits, 
gave liim to nuderaband that they had sivu sliips as large as tim.se ol' th(> Portm 
guese; and afte.r they had reburned to blu' .shore, senb I,wo pieens of ealieo on 
board for .sale. Tlt'is eluth, which it is almnst needless tn mention, ta.kes its 
usual name from the. town of t_lalirut, exeited a partieulav intei'ust in the 
Portuguese, hecanse supposing it, perhaps erroneously, to he tlie product of 
that city, it was the first specimen of Indian luauufact.ure which they had mel, 
witli in their vojnige. It was regarded as an omen of future sueci'ss iu tlieir 
great undertaking, and hence Vasco dc Gama gave to tlie streairi, at tlu' mouth 
of which tlie,sc transactions took place, the name of lti,o de A'/Koms iHhiai/H, 
or Itivor of Good Signs. 

Having again set sail on the 2l'tli of February, 1 198, the vesse.ls eontinned 
their voyage along the coast through tlie cliannel of Mosambitpie, a.tul on 
aiTiving oppo.sifce to the town of that name, wore Iiailed hy a uumhe.r of ]ittli‘ 
boats, the crews of which made signs to stay for tliom. The. vcS/Sels east anchor, 
and the boatmen, without showing the least fear, le,a/ped at omio aboard, uia,(li' 
themselves perfectly at home, ato and drank freely, and conversed iu Arabic 
with one of the crow who understood that languago. The intcrounrao at lirst 
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proiuisi'd Li) 1)(' very frieiully, Lul, on its bein^ discovored by Lhe sheikh or eliief, a n iims 
thiiL (Jie korLoii'tieso were uofc, as beli.nl orijiinally siijjjiosed, d’nrks and Mabo- 
nu'Lans, bid (.Jlni.sLians, his manner suddeidy changed, and all his seemino 
(Vienilshi|) was id an end Udim.d.ely ojien liostlliLics were declared, arid the 
l‘orlngaies(‘ avenyaai thcanselves by bouiliirding and destroying Lhe town of 
l\Io,sandii([ue. 

The \a),ssehi again weighing^ aiiehoi', eoirthnied their course uoj'thwai'ds, and I’l.nvcMn.f,., 
ari-ived at the island of Moinh.is, with a town of .same mime. Ifeiv the ,11,.ui.''”" 
seeiiiing IViendship of the. Moors jn'oved as false as that of the inhahitaids of 
Mosamhi(|U('; and Vasco de Cl,nna, believing, on the eonfoasion of two Moor,s, 
whom he baibaroiisly jiut to the torture liy drojiplng hob bacon njion their th'sh, 
that a jilot had bei'n formed for his destruction, hastened his di'|iiu‘ture, and did 
nob ag.iin halt i.ill he arrived off Melinda, which delighted the Fortueueso, as it 
reiuluded them more ofhonu' tliati any African city they had yet si'eu. li was 
seated on tlie level, partofa, roeky sliorc, amid |)laiitatinns of palms and orchards 
of orange and other fruit trees, eovereil a large .space, and consisted of houses 
Imllt of stone, thi'(‘(‘ stoi'ies high, and with b>rr.iced roofs 

A I, lirst th(' iidiahit.mts, who wore (irohahly aoiuamlr'd ndth tlu' tr.insae- 
tioiis at Mosamhiipio and Jilomhas, kept aloof, hut a good nmh'r.staudiiig was 
i'Visitually estahll.sheil; an, I the king, Ihough a Mahometan, so fai' forgot his 
l»i'ejvidici's that he alfordod the, Fovtugui'se every facility for olitainiug pro- 
vi.sions, and even made a, Ibrimd visit in his hargi* 

It was now uunece.ssary for the Fortugni'se to oonbinne tlieir course along 
the AlVican coast 'J'lu'ir ohjeid ha,d been to obtain such information as inigdit 
eiia.hle them to procissl with safety aei'oss the ocean towards India Melinda 
funiishisl them with all that they reipiired Four ships from India were then 
lying in its harhour, and little dillieulty was found in obtaining a pilot capable 
oi' a,ctini'' as thi'ir guide. Tlii.s idiot, named Mrdcnio Kana, was a nativm of (lu- AOnjoiM 

” 1 . . . , luliil i-ti- 

.jerat, and had a, thorough knowledge ol In.s profession. The, compass, charts, s.igci 
and ipiadranbs wore ([uitc familiar to him; and an astrulalic .shown him seemed 
so inferior to other instruments wliieh he. liad .seen use.d for tlui .same purpose, 
tliat he. scarcely eondesccmlod to notice it. Before leaving Melinda, Do Gama 
was visited by per,sons belonging to the Indian ships. He imagined them to 
be (Ihrlstians, l,)ecause on eomiiig aboanl they prostrated themselves before an 
image of the Virgin, probaldy mistaking it for one of their own idols; but it is 
plain, i'roni the, descrijition given of them, that they were Ifiudoo.y. They were 
clothed in long gowns of white calico, wore tlieir hair, whick vva.s long like that 
of women, [ilaiied under their turbans, ami ate no beef. 

The oxuedition sailed from Melinda on Tuesday, the 22d of April, ld98, and Ai-maiou 

^ ... .11 1 r T -n • 1 1. TniT Uio 

after a, jiroMpei-ons voyage of twenty-three days, saw India, on iD-uky, the 1 /th u»tot 
of May. T'hcy were off the Malabar coast, which rvas at the distance of eight 
league,s, ami rose high and bold from the sea. I’lioir destination wa,s Calicut, 
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anil as they w,nv cnnaiaoraljly noilh of il, (ha.) eli.innril ilusi coiiim' Iu snnlli 
aasL On lli6 2()Lli Llicy bi'liclil tn (lioir iiiis|k akalila (lia Inlly wikmIciI 

toir.iuosnsiiia hahunl llial, Ot;*, aiul alu.illy allai rasi ,uu'lu>r aluait (sm. Ioanna, 
licldW it 

Ctiliant situatail ou Ilia Ik'.u’Ii wiLIkhiI ni.iiUlcail of liailioiii, llioiinli 

|)aillally pruteaU'd by a ii)Llcy liank iii-,i<lc ol' wliicb small ncs-Os Im Inlmabl') 
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.skeltered, was thou tho cai)ib:d of a Hindoo S(jV('n'iaii, who, iiiidei' Ike title ol 
hiLmirij Of z,(mor'ni,, ruled a. coiisiderablo extent of country in the south wesl. 
of the peuirisidii d'liis title us probably the eoirupldon of d’.iniini, the name ol 
a raj.di on svhoiii, aeeordiiin to po]>nlaf tiadilion, a piinee called (Jheimiian iil'lef 
dividing las territories ainono bis other eluefbain.i, had nothi))t> move leinainiii'f 
to besbosv than his ,sword, “ with all the teriitory in A^du(•h a cork ei’owim.i .dj a 
small ionpjle here could be hoard Tlie tenibory thus assin-m'd took, iVoiti Ibe 
sinf^nlar naturo of the grant, the name of Oolieo-du, or the (loelc-erowing, whieh 
in course of time was inetuuorphosed into Cahent I'liis aeeount may be set 
aside ns fibulous; bub it is eertaiu that in whatever way Hie original nueleus ol’ 
the territory wIS aeijnired, tho sword of C'hevmnim pioved the most \a[u;ibh> 
part, of bus bei|uest, and enabled Tamuri to place himself at the beail of all Ids 
Irt’other chieftains, and transmit bis power to a .series of sneeessoiN Oiii' of 
those had been emivertod to Mahometanism‘ ly .some ])dgrims who bail lieen 
wrecked on bis eoast while proceeding to visit Adam's I’eak' iu (Icyloii, and, 
with ibe zeal of a new convert, Hot out o?i a pllgiim.ige to Merea lie never 
returned; but the, farumr shown to Mahometans dm big his I'eigu, and the 
encouragement which, in consecpience of his roei>mmendation, they received 
from his suooGSsor, had induced them bo settle in great umnberH, and enabled 
them to acriuire much inlluonce in CiuTiganoro, Oalieut, and t.he .surrounding 

' Nai niiia »t O'Jownf}! Juan Madias, thvmujli Canaia, nml tMiilubar, sh\\ il i> 'l"l. 

2 Brigg’n Fen'-Ma, vol, iv. p, 531, 532. 
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(lisD'icLh, yiU'li was (,lio hDifco of iiiiitUTO wlion the T’oi'tiii;nL',SL' ari'iA’ed, and it i.s a d h'O 
iu'(a'ss:iry to attend to it, !i,4 fi)i'iu,sliiiig a ki'y to many f)Ulj.S(a|iicnt )(roaecdiiie's. 

Ill' (iaina liavinrr aiiidioi'od, as alri'ady ini'iitionod, was immediately Aositi'd luainia 
|i3'',soim' .small lisliing-lioats, and under timir giiidmiee .sailed as ni'ar to tJidicut 
as till' depth ol water' would ;dlo\v. He had hi'oiighfc .sovs'i'a! cnniiiirds fi'oiii 
l’ni'tiiL;at, whosir seiitenee had hei'ii roiuitteil in consider'ation of thi> danger to 
which they were to he esposod Iry heing sent asliore to Iiohl intei'eom',se with 
the natives, niider cii'cuuist.ince.s too lumu'dotis to justify thu einployineiit of 
any ol the crew, Uiie oi tlmsir eriininal.s was ;t,croi'ding']y de.sjratched ahrrig noth 
tiu' iishei'inen, in oi'der that the I'oci'ption given him might enalile J)e (lama to 
sha[)e Iris luture coni'se He was immediately snri'omided Dy a ei'owd whose 
curiosity eonhl hai'diy he s.rbi.slii'il, though it was iiioi'O inijiortunate than rude. 

As his ig’iioi'ance id' the langnao-c made it useless to ask Jtim any ipiestions the)' 
took him to the house of I,wo Moons, one of whom, called Monzaide—who, from 
lieiiig a native of ''['utu.s, knew him to he kortngnese— gave uttei'ance to his 
astonishment hy exeiaiming in Spanish, ‘''I’lu' devil take vai! What hronght 
yon hithei'i" After soini' explanations, Monsaide eveirt oil' with him to the 
ships, and on apia'o,u'hing' He (lama, ei'ieil aloud in Sprr.nisli, (iood hick 1 good 
lueki Many I'uhii's, many emeridds! Thoit art hinind to give (led thanlcs 
foi' ha\iiig' hrought thi'e whr're tliei'e are all sorts of .sjriees and preciona .stones, 
with all the riches ol'the world" .I)e Ciaina and his crew were ,so surprised 
and affected at meeting' with one who could sireide theii' langmige, so far from 
ho]ne, that thi'y wept I'lir Joy, 

llas'iug leai'ued from Moirznidt' Lhid. the zamorin was then at Ponany, a iiuOimo 
villag'i' at. the month of a I'ivcr of .same uaiuo, ahmit tldrty-six niile.s south from 
(i'dieid,, He Hama immediately anm,atueod hia ai'i'ival, infcinutiiitg at the .same 
tinii' tha.t he was the, liearer of a letter to him from his master the King of 
Portugal, a. Ohristiaii pi'iuee. 'I'he /.amoriii, in answer', hade Irirn weleoino, and 
.sent a ]>tlot to conduct the sliips to a .safer anchor-age, nea.r a village called 
Partdarane. lleneeepLed of the, servitres of the pilot, but demuri'od at (hat to 
;t,vail hims'i'lf of an invitation by the- ctdmil or chief inagistrate, to go ashore, 
ami pi'oeeed by laiul to (Jidleut. On seeninl thoughts, however, he became con¬ 
vinced that this was a ri.sk wliich ho ought to mu; and while his brother Pa,ul, 
wlro eomiuandeil oire of the shijrs, and the other olHeor.s, r'cmiuded Itittr of tire 
druigisr to Ire aiiiireherulcid, not .so much IVom the nativo.s, whom they insisted 
rrn regat'dirrg as (Jhi'i.stlart,,H, rvs IVom tiro Moors, whose, deadly enmity they had 
alr'eaily expe.t'iimeed on tiro Afi'ican coast, he aituonneed hi.s (lcteriumn.tion, lot 
what wonld betide him, to gtt ashore and leave no means untried to .settle a 
irc'aty of couimureo and ]re.r]>etital amity, 

On ilie 2btlr of Ma.y, after leaving ordera that in the event of any accident uif. fli»t 

AShittntliP 

Lolalling liim, the vesaela wore to rotnm home wjth the news ol Ins drsoovery, Enranrai 
ho set out in his boat, attended by tvvelve of his compiany, with flags wavdiig 
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and iruin])L‘ts soiiudiiin', '['ho coLwal wiM waiUiio |,o n'ci'U'i' liiin \vi(,h 2(M) 
iiudc'istood Lo 1)0 Uio nobility ol' lilu' count,vy, and a, lar^c |i\'ot\dscuous 
assomblago,, T\co palaiujiiins liad laa'ii ])i'ovidi'd, oik' lor l)i‘ (lama and anotlu'r 
ror the oot\V'al; the n'sfc of the atteiidaiits followi'd on I'ooL. Dnriug' i he jonr 
iiey they ]iaid a visit to a tein[)Ie built of freestone, eoveri'd \eith i,iles, and as 
largo as a great monastery. In front ol" it .stood a jiillar as high as tlie mast of 
a, fillip, made of winy Av'ith a weatliev-eoek on the top, and nvi'r the enlranee 
iiung .sevi'ii bells 'J'lus interior waw full ol' iniagefi; and tlu'.si', as vvell a,s some 
of the ec'ri'nioiiit'.s, eoiLtii'niing the Dortugne.se in tlieir juvA'inus b('lief idiat the, 
natives were (Jhristianfi, they bi'gau i,o [lay their dc'Votions 'I'he diinnews ol' 
the light did not allow them to .set' tin' kind of llo-ui'i'S they weri' worshipping, 
but oil Inok-iug around they di.seeriu'd nionstnais slut,pies on tin- walls, some 
with great teeth .sticking an inch out of their mouth, otlii'rs with four arnis and 
siieli frigldd'iil liicefi, that one of tlu' Portiig'iu'.si', on la'holding one of (lii'in, be¬ 
fore which he vvas making his gi'imlh'xion, ('xi'lninied, " II'this be (lie devil, il, 
is Clod I \v'Ot'.shi[)" On apipi'oaching tlie city tlu* multitude beeaiiie inmieiisi', 
and the eotwai lialti'd at tin.'! lioust' of his hrollier, who was wail.ing, along with 
a LUimber ol' uairs, to conduct I)e Oama wilh all the pomp of an ainbassadni' 
into the royal pireseueu 'i'iiough almost stiHed by tlu' jires-i, he wa.s .so imieli 
gratihed that ho could not help) observing to tlm.se a.roimd liim, “'flii'y little 
iliitik in Portugal what hoimiir is done ns lu'r*'” 

Tlie jialace, at which they arrivi'd an Iioiir hefori' sunset, had a, luunl.sonio 
ap)|.ioavaue<!, aud was .siirroimdcd hy treo.s, a.inl gardens adorneil with fonnta,inH. 
Tt was entered by a series of five, iuelosnres, each having its own separate g'ate ; 
aud such vvas the eagerue.ss of the [lopuilaee to ,squeeze tln'iiiselveis in, I,hat 
.several were cruslied to death. At the grand ('utrance De (huua was ri'eeivi'd 
by the chief minister and Jiigli-paiest, a little (dd man, who, after emhriu'ing 
him, took liini with his attendants into tiu' jn-esenee, 'I’lio hall of audience was 
set round with seats, I'Lsing as in a theatre,; tlie lloor wa.s carpel,ed with green 
velvet, and tlie walks hung round witli .silk.s uV diverse colours, At the lu'ad of 
the iiall tlie zamoriu la.y rocUiind on a kind of sofa,, with a, covering of vvliite 
.silk wrought witli gold, and a ricli canopy ovorhoad. He was a largi', ,stout 
man, of dark complexion, advanced in yeans, and with souK'Uiing inaje.stie in 
Ids appearance. Ho wore a. .short coat of lino oalioo, adorned witli hranehes and 
ruses of lieaten gold; the Imttous wore large poai'l.s. jVn(d,lior piece of white 
calico reached bo his knees. A kind of mitre, glittering with jieavls and pro. 
clous stone.s, covered hi.s lioad; his <'ans wore .strung with jewi'ls of t,hi' sa,me 
kind; and both his fingers and toe.9 were loaded with diamond rings, His arms 
and legs, left nakiid, were adorned with gold hraceleks. Near lihn stood two 
gold basons and a gold fountein; the one bason eoutainod betel aud areea nut, 
which was handed liim by an attendant, the other rcec'ivcd il, when chewed; 
the fountain .supplied water to rinse Ids moutli. 
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AtLor l)e (J;iiua cnLi'vuil ami made' liLs oliL-isancu aocau'ding ta tlic; cusLoin uf \i> iw 
Lli(' liy howiiiu' Ida lioily Uiroo fciuu'.s and lit'l/inif up Ida liaiids, the 

nauKii'iu l()(ik(‘d kindly id. liliu, r('(‘oi^'iii>;ed him hy a acareely piTuiiptihh' iucli- ’iiLuinin- 
iiatidu III Hie head, and ordered him hy .sio-riH to advanee ;uid .sit dmv'iL near 
him, I’lie al.timdants ht-iiio- admitted, took tlieir seats opposite, and were 
reg’aled with triiits, t)ii oiilling' for water to driide, a goldou enp with ii spout 
Wiis hi'onght, hid. they with told that it was considered had iniuiiiers to toneh 
tlui vessel with their lips, d’he awkwardness of the Portno'iu'se, wlio, in iit- 
teinpting to drink hy the, .spoilt, either ehoked thomsidves with the water or 
iS]ulI(‘d it n|)on their elothe.s, gave much aniuaement to the court. l)e (.lama 
having been asked hy the ^natnnrin to open hi.s !)asiiio,s.s, gave him to under,stjind 
that tlie oiistom of princes in Rnropo was to hear :unhassador.s in the lu'csence of 
only a lew of their chief eonnsellora. 'i’lui augo'cstiou was iinniediately jidopted, 

.and the audience look, ]iliic,e, in another apartment similar to the former, where 
onl}^ l)e (lama and another Piadno-uese, who acted as liiis hiti'rpreti'r, on the mu' 
side, and the naiUmrin, his ehii'f minister, the comptroller of his houHcliold, and 
his heteUsorvc'r on the other, wi've ))veseiit. When asked svlience he came, and 
with what ohjeet, Do (huna, a.nswcri'd tha.t ho was an amhassador of the King 
of Portugal, the greatest prince in .all the West, who, having lioard that there 
vv'ere (jhriistian [irince.s in the Indies, of whom bin' King of Calicut was the chief, 
had sent an amhassador to conclude a, treaty of trade and lviend.slii|i with him, 

Fie added, that for si.xity yeuit's the King of Portugal a,ml hi.s jiredecessors had 
been endeavouring to discover India, hy sea, and had a,t length succeeded for 
the, lir,st time. In a,nl,i(;i[)ation of this Hncees.s, the king, hi.s master, had 
iutru.sted him with two letters, the delivery of which, ns it was now late, he 
would, witli the ziunoi'in’s ))erinis,si(m, defer till to-morrow. T)c Qaina had 
l•('n,sou to thinlc ho had made, a favoura.lde impr(',s,siori, as the ziunorin vejieati'd 
his welcome, made inquiries n,s to the dkstauco to Portugal, and the time 
oeeiqued hy tlie voyage, and declared Ids willingness not only to I’ccognizo the 
King of Portugal as his friend a.nd hvother, hut to send an ambassador to hi.s 
ClUll't 

l)e (hima., after passing the night with his attendants in a lodging specially Vac,num% 

i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ in’oiio'icfil 

pi'ovlded for them, began next morning to prepare a pre,sent lov the zainonn. ineimt. 
He was not well .sntqdied for that purpo.sC‘; but after soleeiiiig four j)iec.e,s of 
.scai'let, six hats, four branchc'.s of coral, .si.v almas,ars, a jaircol of brass, a chest 
of sugar, two barrels of oil and two oJ‘ honey, sent for the royal .factor and. cot- 
wa.i to a,sk i.heir opinion. On looking at the articles they burst into a laugh, 
and told him that the poorest morcUaut who came to the piort made a better 
jrt'cseut, A. kind of idtereation arose, and a,t bust the factor and cotwal departed, 
a.fter taking his proniiso tha.t he would not visit the Idug till they returned to 
g'o with him. He waited the whole day, but they never ajipcared, On the day 
following, wlien they arrived, and he eomplaiuod of tlieir behaviour, they made 
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fil‘ jL and licnjin io Lalk iii(liirert.'iiUy of oil\('r iuaU('rs Tlu' li\c( was l,lia(, 
iliu}' hail hcoii j^ainoil hy Uio Moors, Avlio, Ihariii^ Lhiil, Llu'ir iiilt'i'csls luiyhi he 
SL'iionsly ad'oelA'il by tlic opciiino' up of a lu'w Iradc uiLli hiirnpo, and [lie I'on- 
.snqiiout di'oliui' of lliab wdiicli liad lul,Ii('rt,o linen eiirrii'd on by (die Red Sea, 
were dei.ei-minod to U'avi' no mean.s unladed to iVuntraU' (die ulijeet; of the l’orl,u 
oucsc eK\ieditiou. 

W^lieii JJe (Jama went to the [lalaei' to jiay (die visit wliieli, aceordinq' l,o 
aiiTioinlnieut, rthonld have lieen paid a day hooner, tlie, idfeet of the Moorii-h 
intrie-ue was very ap[)areut. lie was kiqit waiting for three liour,s; and when al^ 
last admitted, was told angrily by tlio zamorin Lhalj he had waiti'd foi'liim all 
the day before He was tlie.ii aslced how it was (diat, if he eanie li'oni ho great 
and rieli a, [ivinee a,s he rcqire.si'ided his king In he, lie broiigdit no preseid, wildi 
iiim, thougdi ill every ('tnhassy of friendship tliat niust bi' regarded as a neei's 
snry eredential Do llama made tlie hi'st exeiiw' po.s,sibl(' in (he (dreunisl,anee,s, 
by referring to the uneeidaitv issue, of his voyage, wliiedi made it impriidmit (,o 
lirovide a present which (diere iniglit he no opportiinily of deli vering, and prn 
luising that if he lived to eariy liotue the .news ol' his discovery, a .snilahh* 
pie.seut woLiid ecvtaiiily arrive. '’I'Iki zamoriu, not yet satlslii'd, oliserved, I lieai- 
you luive a Si Mary in gold, and ile.sire 1 may liave that.” Do (laina, (aken 
■somewhat ahae.k at this demand, ri'jiliod that ilie imago,wa.s not gold, lint (inly 
wood gilded; and as ho aitrihutod his pri'servailon at sea lo its iidhienei', lie 
must lie excused for not pavtiiig with it. The zainoriii, (pdld.ing (die Huhjoel,, 
a,sked for the two le.tter.s, wliieli indewl (‘ontalned only the same Idling in diipli- 
eato, Hie one writton in Tovtiiguese and the oLlier in .Arahie. Tim latter, inior 
pivti'dby Mmwaide, was in [nirport as follows;—“As .soon a.s it was known to 
the King of Portugal that the King ofOalieut, one of the inightii'sl, prinees of all 
the ladies, was a (Jliristian, ho was desirous to enihivate a trade a,ml friomtship 
with him, tor tlm conveuieuey of lading .spiees in his [lorts; lor which, in 
exchange, the commodities of Portugal slionld be sent, or else gold and silver, 
in case hhs maje.siy clio.so tiie same.; referring it to the geiu'ral, his amliassador, 
to make a further report.” This letter, and the noble hearing of Vaseo do 
Gama, who throughout the iiilerview helmved in a manner heeondng (he high 
eharacter which Im claimed, disabused Uie mind of tlm zamorin of (he impivs- 
sion received of him tlirougU the iutrigue.s of the Moors, who had sedulously 
circulated a nuuonr that ho waa no ambassador, Imt merely a pirate, I fo tlu're- 
fore couver.sed with him in the most friendly manner, and ga.vi- liim full liberty 
bo bring any merchandise ho had with him ashore and dispose of it to the best 
advantage. 

ihe ne.\t day, the ,Slst of May, De Gama prepared to relanm (ai his ships, 
a,nd was actually on the way to Pandarano, when tlm Moors, fearing that if he 
once gob a,wa,y he would not again return, induced the cotwal. by aMarge hrilie, 
to hasten after and detain him, so a,s to afford them an O]j])0rtmiiiy of disposing 
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of him Mimiuaiily, The cotwal accoidbigly spt out in pursuit, and foiiiul I)e ad uo8 
(Jama hasfciudug on considerably in ailvance of liis attendants The cotwal 
rallicil him on his liaste, and asked him if he was nirming away He answered, 

“ Yes, L am running away from the heat,’ and continued his journey, tlie cot- 
vwal ]c(M'])iiig close by him till he reached the village it vras sunset before his 
men came up, Init he called immediately for a boat. The cotwal at lirst endea¬ 
voured to dissuade him, bub finding bini reuolute, pretended to send for the 
bontmen, w'hile at the same time lie sent another message, onleiing them to 
kee[) out of the way, The consequence was that no boat ap])eared, and there 
was no alteriiidivo but to [lass the night on shore. 


In till' niomiug matters assumed a still more Uireateniinr appearance. The a'Cnmu 

... . & J. I foiubij ill 

cotwal, instead of hriugiug a boat, told him to _ umuiUeium' 

order lii.s .ships lU'urer shore, and on lii.s refusal, 
threw olf all disguise, telling him that as he 
would not do w'hal he was ordered ho Hliouhl 
not go on board Do Gama was thus to all iu- 
tenl.s a prisoner The dooi's of liis lodging were 
shut, and several ualrs with drawn swoixla kept 
guard within C'oelLo meantime had couio with 
his lioats within a short distance of the shore; 
and, fortunately, hy eommuuicatiug wiLli one of 
Do Gama’s .sailors, who had lieeu left outside, 
was aiiprised of his situation. The coUval, wdiile 
ho still detained him, .seemed afraid to proceed 
to violent eKtremes; and after finding that ho 
could not lure the vc-sscls Into the harhoiir, .so 
as to give the Moors an opiiortimity of de.stroy- 
iug them, changed his tactias mid asked only 



that the merGnindi.se .slioidd bo sent ashore, sim-or Spain, lurticnui U'ntury-Fiom 

^ ^ I'plBtoln Crlstufrri Ooloin . Au« Jl')' 

His object apjiarontly was to appropriate it to 

himsGf; and as De Gama'a presence intorferod with this object, ho was easily 
induced, as .soon as the merchandise arrived, to allow him to depait. 

He Gama., once free of the cotwal and his aa.sociato.s, detemiincd not again 
to place himself in their power, but took care hy hi.s factor, Diogo Diaz, hretlior 
of the more, celebrated Bartolommeo, who first doubled the Cape, to acquaint 
the zamoi'in with the unworthy treatment to which he had been Bubjeeted. 

Tho zamoi’in scorned much incemsecl, and 2U’orai,sed both to imnish the offenders Tiaino 
mid send merchant,s to jairchase the goods. He could scai'cely liavo been sin¬ 
cere, for tlie insolence of the Moors increased; and the goods, wliicli they took 
every op^iortuuiiy to depreciate, found few purchasers. A kind of traffic, how¬ 
ever, was established; and after permissiion was given to remove the goods from 

Fandarane to Oalicub as a more suitable market, much friendly intercoui’se took 
, 41 
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place between the PoitiigaoHO and the natives 'I’liey weu; not destined, how¬ 
ever, to part so amicably. 

More than two inontlis had el.i[ised since the aiiival of ilie I’oilnpuese 
vessels, and as tlic north-east monsoon, oii vvliieh they depended lin (heir udnrn 
homewards, was about to set in. He Clama, on Hie lOtli ol Aiipns(, sent Hlepo 
Diaz to the zaraorin with a present of .scarfs, .silks, coral, ami other thinirs, and 
a iiutilieation of liis intention to dejiart. He was obliged to waili lour days 
for admission, and was tlien received with !i Lrowniiii;' eountenanee. The 
zamoiin’.s mind bad heen eoin[)letely poisom'd, ami he regarded the I'orl.mi’neis' 
cither as pirates, who had couu' for jilumhs’, or spies, who, alter aei'inaintinp’ 
themselves with the eunutry, intended to return with a licet .siiHieimit l.o invade 
it Aecoulinoly a i^uard was set over the house which the' I'ortiio'uese had used 
fui a factory, preventing all egr('s.s, and a proclaniatiou issmsl prohibiting (dl 
intercourse with tlio Portngne.se ship.s. 

Do (Jama, on learning what had liaji[)eued, was mueh iiuaseed, hnt d(>L(‘r- 
rnined to proceed w.uily, and ein[»loy eraft against craft 'fwo days afli'r Uie 

proelamaldnii, four lads 
arrived in an ainutdia, 
with ‘|»reeiouu stones for 
.sale. They were Huspeeied 
to he sjiie.s; but De (liuna 
.s[)nke to them as ii’ lu' 
were entirely ignorant of 
what Jiad taken place in 
" ( ulicubj iirul alium'd iut'ni 

to depart, in the hope that their retnni would inclnce other persons of more (‘onue- 
cpienee to pay him a visit. "Nor was lie mistaken For the zaniorin, eonviiieed 
by De Gania’.s conduct that he was ignorant of the detention of Ids I'aetor Diaz, 
and his secretary Braga, who were both in the factory when the guard was set 
over it, .sent people on hoard bo keep him amused till he .should ho able to elfeet 
the destruction of his .ships by preparing a Jleet in his own ports, or hriaging 
one from Mecca for that purpose. De Gama kept his own counsel, till one day 
when six of the principal inhabitants arrived with (ifteeu attiuidaiits He 
immediately seized them, and sent a letter ashore, demanding his factor ami 
secretary in exchange. After some parleying, Diaz iind P.iuga Avert* went aboard, 
and the principal inhahitaiits, who were 7iair.s, Avere returnetl The attendantw,' 
hoAvever, Avere detained, on the plea that some of the Portugiie.se morehandi.se 
was still unaccounted for This Avas mere pretence on De Gamais part, i'or he 
had already determined to carry off the poor natives to Portugal, and exliihit 
them as the vouchers of hi.s discovery. Immediately after making Lhi.s aunomice- 
ment to tho."3e who had heen sent for the natives, and de.sirhig them to inform 
the zamorin that he Avould pliortly return and give hiili full means of j udging 
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wlmLliui' tiu' CJlirisLians wero tliiovefe, oh the Moors had pcr.snadod liim, he weighed e d isoo 
auchoL' and sot. sail oii his honioward voyage 

Two days after their de])aiiure, wliuii the ships were lying iDecalnied a league n. G.mu 
ti'oiu (Jaliout, tile zainoiin’s tieet of forty vessels was seen apjiroaching, full of 1 j> tso 
soldiers 'fheir objeet was obvious; liut the Portuguese, by means of their 
oi'diianee, managed to keep tlieni at hay till a gale fortunately sprung up, and 
tliey got clear off, though not without being pursued for an hour and a half 
De (lama, for a, short time, kejit near tlie coast; and when within twelve leagues 
ol’ (loa, I'oeeived the, alarming intelligence that the whole coast was in motion, 
and that in all its harbours vessels were being fitted out for the purpose of intci’' 
ee[)ting him Longer delay, therefore, seemed dangerous, and he at once put 
out to sea. The voyage home was Tedious and disastrous; hut ultimately Belem 
was ri'ached iu yoptemhei', 1 TDd, after an absence of two years and two months. *' 
Of the original crew, only fifty returmsl alive. The news of their anuval was 
hailed with extraonliuary demonstrations of joy throughout the kingdom; and 
JJe (Jama, after lieiug conducted into Lisbon iu triumphal procession, was raised 
to new honours and liberally pi'usioued. So elated was King Emanuel witli the 
suee.ess ol' the e.\])edition, that he forthwith added to his titles that of Lord of 
the Oou(in<'sL and Navigii.tiou of Kthiopla, Arabia, Persia, and the Indies. 

No time was lost in littiug out a new expedition on a more extended scale, Sumiii 
K eoTislsted of thirteen vessels, containing 1200 men, and sailed from Belem (."pSo™. 
on Llie 9th of March, i.jOO, under the eonunand of Pedi'o Alvarez; Cabral. Aiuong 
the cia])tains were Barloloummo Dhw, the discoverCT of the Cape of Good Hope, 
am] his hi'other, Diego Diaz;, who had been factor to Vasco do Gama, The 
Canarie.s wsu'e a(«(‘u on the ISth; hut from them the course was so far west¬ 
ward that the fb'.sL laud they reached was a new continent, the discoveiy of 
which, though little importance a])))earH to have been attached to it at the time, 
ulllmalely ]irovod the most valuable' aeipiisition made by the crown of Portugal. 

It was Brazil, d’he expedition again sailed on the 2d of May for the Capo of 
(ioi)d I[o]H!, l)ut was thrown Into considerable alarm ly the appearance of a 
cfimct, which continued to iucrease for ten days, and slione so hi'ightly as to he 
visibh' both day and night. The disasters, of whicli it was (Leaded as the fore- 
rnmier, S(;emcd to lie realized by the bursting of a storm, with sudr suddenness 
and fury that, before the sails could he furled, four of the vessels, one of them 
coiumandcil by Bartolommeo Diaz, sunk, with every soul on board, and the 
others were so shattered and filled with water that, had not their sails been so 
torn as to leave nothing but bare poles, they must certainly have foundered, 

Drea.dful as the storm W4is, it was ultimately weathered, and Cabral found, atown oft 
on its abating, that the Oa]3e of Good Ploiie was ah’eady doubled. Continuing oS iLpo 
along the south-east coast of Africa, he fell in with two vessels at anchor near 
BofaJa. They took fright and made for the shore, hut wore pursued and over- 
takem, They proved to be Moorish veksols bound for Melinda, As the Portu- 
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gupse wore on friendly terms with its cliiof, Unlmil was sorry loi‘ wliat liad 
hrippened, inoic especially ns the most valunlile j)art of the cargo consistiMl ol 
gohlj which, duiing the teiror of tlie tliglit, had heeii tlirown ovas-hoard On 
expressing his regiot, the Moorisli captain gravely asked wlndlus' hi' had not 
some wizard wltli 1dm, who might con jure it up ti’om tlie liolloin ol Hie sea At 
Melinda, where tlie cliief proved as friendly as hefori', Cabral was fmnished 
with two Onjerat pilots Under their guidance he made a ]iros|K'rou.s voyage 
across the Indian Ocean, and cast anclior within a league of (kdient on the UUh 
of Septeiuher 

Shortly after Ids arrival several nairs eanu' on hoard, hringing thi' zamorin s 
welcome, and making great olfeis of frh'iidsldp. Cahral was thus Induced liO 
take his ships nearer the eity, and sent ashore four natives whom Vasco ih' 
Gama had carried off lie afterwards senta, messenger, iidamatiiig that Ik' eanu' 
from Portugal jiuroly to si'ttlo trade and friemlshi]); lint, laught hy Do Gama’s 
experience, he refused to land till hostages were givt'u. G'Ids demand jiroduci'd 
some delay and altercation, hut at last .six of the principal natives arrls'ed, and 
Cabral ventured ashore The interview took [ilaee in a pavilion, ereel.t'd on 
pur]ioso, near the water-odge. The zamorin, dri'ssed lu'arly as whi'ii Di' Gama, 
visitofl him, dazzled all eye,s with the .size and hrillinni'y of tin' diamond,s, j-nhies, 
sapphire,s, and pearls, winch .stmhled his girdle and hung from bi.s ear.s, or 
covered his fingers and toc's His chair of state and pahnujnin, all of gold and 
silver, curiously wrouglit, glistened with px-ccions stones; ami, among other 
articles composed of the precious inotals, were three gold and .seveiiLei'u silver 
trumpets, and various sih''cr lamps, ami censers smoking with ]ierfuim'H (labral, 
after delivering his credentials, and stathig tlie desire of the King of Portugal to 
eiijoy the zamorin’s friendship, axxd establish at Calicut a faetoxy, wliich should 
he supplied with all kinds of I'hmipieau good,s, and take .spices in e.-celiange, or 
pay for them in ready money, cau.sed the present to ho brought in. It consisted 
of a wrought silver basin gilt, a fountain of the same, a, .silver cup witli a gilt 
cover, two cushions of cloth of gold, and txvo of crimson velvel, a elotli of .stat.i' of 
the .same velvet stiiped and hound with gold lace, and two rich pieei'.s of arr'as, 

So far all thing,s had gone on smoothly; hut beneath this seeming friemlship 
mutual distru.st was at work, preparing for a final rupture. First, (he hoslages, 
on learning that Cahral was preparing to I'eturn, began to .snsjieet that tbc'y 
might be detained altogethex-, and endeavoured to escape hy leajiing into the 
sea. Some succeeded, while those ro-eaptured wore treated, with some degree of 
harshness. JBeforc the misimder,standing thus occasioned was conipletc'ly cleared 
xip, Cahral propo.sed to .send a message to the zamorin, to ask whether he was 
willing to finish the agreement which ho had begun. So stx'ong was the 
conviction among the Portuguese that this message would only make mattens 
worse, that Francisco Correa was the only man in the fleet bold enotigh to 
volunteer to .carry it. Contrary to expectation, Correa met with a. friendly 
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|■ce('pti<)u, ;ui(] completed an tuT.a!ig<mionfc By wliidi a regular Portuguese factory ad isoo 
was esLabliHlied in Calicut, under the cliaigc of Ids Brother, Ayres Correa. Thi.s 
factoi' .s('enis tt) have Been very uidiilei'cntly cpialifiod for his office; and allowed 
luui.selt to he imposed upon at all Bauds, and more especially By the Mocm.s, who 
iiad never ceased tiieir intrigues from tlie first moment when the Portuguese 
made tlieir appemvint'o At tlieir instiga<i<jn .some liostilc manifestations were 
made, partieulaily By Ivhoja Comireei, the, admiral of Calient; and appearances 
Becaiiu' so alarming that Gabial deemed it necessary to quit the harhour, and 
.stood out to .sea The zamorin expressed deej) and apparently sincere regret 
at the eaiise of C.-iBrars removal, and showed a williiigneg'? to take wliatevcr 
steps might he necessary to restore conlidcnee. He gave orders to prevent the 
interference of the Moons, removed an officer whom ho had placed in the f.ictoiy, 
and .sulistituted another, who, he thought, would he more aece])tahle. lie oven 
took the still more decided step of removing the factory from a locality Avhich 
gave the Moors too great control over it, and gave the Portuguese a perpetual 
grant of a new house more conveniently sitnateil near the sea-shore. 'Phe 
good effect of tlu'se measiircR wiis soon wsihlo; and the Portuguesi' walked 
the sti'oets of Calicut as safely, and as free from molestation, as if they had 
Been in Lisbon. 

Tlu' -Moors, whose! resources in intrlguo were inexhaustible, determined to mooubk 
B reak U[) tiiis uuderstauding, and tried to effect it By a rather singular es]icdieiit. 
Availing iliciusi'lveis of tlic vindictive feelings of the officer who Iiad Been 
retuov(‘(l from the Portiiguc.so factory, they employed liim to pensnadc Correa 
that Cabral could not confer a greater service on the zamorin than to capture 
a large! shii), which Wivs honnd from Ceylon to Cambay or Cujerat, with 
elephants, Oiu! of those aiiinuiLs, which the zamorin coveted, had been refused; 

;md as he had thus Been unable to obtain it by fair meiias, lie would be very 
glad to obtifin it anylioAV. Thu Moors calculated that the masLi'r of the vessel, 
whom they hsul put on his guard, would he more than a match for the Portu- 
gues(' admiral, and, at all events, that the Portuguese, By attacking a vessel with 
which tluiy had no propc'r ground of ((narrol, would justify the reputation which 
they had given them as more dopredatora Cabral fell too ea,sily into the snare 
thus laid for him; hut, after discovering the trick, made the Best reparation he 
could. By restoring the vessel to its owners 

Tlie Moons, disappointed in tlieir oltject, resumed their former pi-actices, and 
throw many ohstruetions in the way of the Portuguese; who, in consequence, saw uo»mod. 

' ihe time for their departure approaching while their ships remained unladen. 

Cabral complained to the zamorin, and was authorized to soarch the vessels 
of the Moors anil take whatever spices were found in them, only paying the 
original cosh pricea. The Moors were boo numerous and influential to he thus 
summarily dealt with; and on one of their ships Being seized, ohtainocl permis¬ 
sion from the fickle zamorin to retaliate, They took moastnes accordingly; and . 
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haviiio’ excited a riot, .stormed tlie Portu<^iic,se lncLoi-y. Man}-'(d Llu' liminl.es, 
and auioug otliers Ayi'e,s Correa, the piiiicil'id liictor, ]ost blii'ii' live.s 

Caln-al, not lijudiig received any apology tor this oiiLiugc' IVom Llu' /.ainoi'iii, 
determined to take his owii mctliod of revenge, vvithonL giving him,sell any 
conecru as to the hiwfulue.ss of the means On a sudden, wiLIioiiL note ol warning, 
lie made a lluions onset on ten lai-ge .slii[)K Avliich were lying in tlu' lairhonr; 
and after a conte.st, diu'ing which (JOO of tlic Moors a,nil natives [lerislied, gained 
posscs.sion of the cargoe,s and ,sot the .sldp.s on lii’C, Not satisfied wdtii thi.s, lie 
opened Ids lire upon the Lowm Mairy of its pnblii: buildings vvm-e di'stroyed, 
and the inhabitants, becoming crowded in their ihghl., li'll in great nnmliers. 
The zamorin himself made a narrow e,seape, as one. ol his nairs, who was 
immediately behind him, wa.s .struck down by a earinon-ball. 

Peace was now out of the (jnestion, and open war was declared 'riie Portu¬ 
guese, however, had no idea of abandoning their fudian traHie; and on heing 
dispo.ssessed of ouo factory, immediately looked out for another. Partlu'r sontli 
than Calicut, and bounding with it, wras the, kingdom or rajah,ship of Cochin. 
It I'oeoguizbd the supremacy of Calient, lint had often asjiired. to independeiiec', 
and was tlicrofore easily induced to liston to ])ro])Osals of amity from the Portu¬ 
guese. The power of these new visitor.s ha<l heeir .signally displayed in thei)’ 
recent contest with the zamorin; and the King of Cochin could .scarcely douht 
that, were their powerful aid secured, the yoke of Calicut miglit .soon be slialcen 
off. Accordingly, when Cabral appeared off the coast, and .stated his desire to 
make the town and harbour of Uoebiu the scab of Pmiugue.se, commenH', tlie 
terms were easily arrange-d. The rajah, who.se name was Truimpara, or Trimiun- 
para, at once agreed bo give hostages as a .seeurity that the Portuguese should 
not be treacberuusly dealt with when ashore, only .stipulating tha.L the two uaii's 
whom ho sent for the purpo.se .should be changed daily, as they could not eat on 
shipboard without becoming unlit for the royal presence, or, in other words, 
lo.sing caste. 

The harboin- of Cochin, forming one of a series of lagoons which here line the 
coast, and have occasional ojieniiigs by which shi[).s can eiitoi', was far .snpiu'ior 
to that of Calicut; and the Portngue.se .saw reason to congratniid.e themsehuas 
on their change of locality; but recent experience made them ea.iitimis, aiul all 
that Gahral at fir.st ventured to do wa,s to land a factor of the. name of (Iimzalo 
Gil Barho.sa, a clerk, au iutcrprelev, and four cjiminals whom ho had brought 
from Portugal, who Avere to act as seiwante. Their reception wa,s very gracions; 
but tbe court presented none of the dazzling state conspicuous at Calient. It 
soon appeai’od, hoAvever, that it pos,se.ssed more valuable (pialiLie.s. For every 
pronrise made was fulfilled to the letter; and the lading of the I’ortiigtie.s<t 
vessels AAutli the s]Dioes whicli the comitry produced in abmidanoe, way accom¬ 
plished without delay. This diflbronce of treatment Avas probably owing, not 
so much to the personal qualities of the .sovereigns of Calicut and Coeliin, as to 
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(jht'ir rolalive posilioti.s—iho foi'mor considering- liiinself .strong enough to make a n isoi 
Ills \eill law, and, il ,so dis[) 0 .sed, to play the tyrant, wliilc the lattoi-, writhing 
under a galling 3 nike, was couviucod that hi.s best chance of e&ea])ing it was to 
throw hlinseir into the hands of the Portuguese. 1’hi.s feeling of a coiiunou 
iiitcn'st and a common danger naturally .smoothed down maii}^ diiiicultics, and 
made fricnd.ship, when once e.stablishcd, linn and busting. 

The impmshion which the Poi'tngnese had produced, both by the terror of iu.miiiy 
their arms and the eKtent of their commercial traiusactioius, was strikijigl_y almwltni 
evinced by the anxiety which .scvcr.d native states now manifested to secure 
tlieir alliance. From tiie eh lets of two of tlmse—Caiianore, .situated consider¬ 
ably north of iJalicnt, and Uoulan, or rather Quilon, .situated eoii,siderably south 
of Cochin, in the state of Travaneore—me.ss<-ngcrs an-ived to invite the Fortu- 
giu'so to their ha.rbours, promising tliem .sjuee.s on cheaper terms than they could 
be obtained ii,t Cochin Cabral was, of cour.se, inclined to open coiunumication.s 
in .'IS m,‘iny ciuartei-.s a.s po.ssible, with a view to suhsecpient fcraflle; hut at the time 
it was imjioissible to (h) more than promise a future visit, as he had more serious 
work oil hand. Jiust as ho was completing hi.s cargo, a funnidablo llect, com- 
[)osi'd of twenty-live huge ships, and many smaUer vessels, appeared otf the 
coast It w.is .said to hasm 16,000 soldiers on hoard, and to 1)0 destined to 
avcsige the injuries iullieted on Calicut, This information was I’uriiisliod lythu 
lliijidi of Coehiii, who proved his lidelity to his new allies by oUeriiig them all 
tlm assi.siauee in hi.s powi'i-; but Cabral, tlianking him for the ofl'er, felt eoiifideut 
that lie would jirove more than a iiiateh for them .siiigle-handeil It would seem, 
howi'vei’, that this coididenco was somewhat shaken, for after some manoiuvriug 
witli the view of hringing the enemy to action, he suddenly changed hi.s niiiid, 
and sailed awny in such haste, that he dhl not even take time to res bore the 
hostages whom he had received from llie rajah. To increase the ignoiiiiny of the uy tiw 
(light, he was pursued a whole day hy tlie Calient fleet. Whciu it left him 
at night lu' ap[)eai's to liavo availed himself of the darkness to regain the Mala¬ 
bar coast, and aneliored in front of Canaiiure, where he took in fOO quintals of 
cinnamon. The rajali was so friendly that, supposing the want of money to be 
the reason wiiy he did not Lake more, he ottered him any additional quantity on 
credit; and showed how anxious he was to cultivate the rortugiiese alliance, 
by actually sending an ambassador with Cabral to Europe for that purpose. 

Nothing of much intere.st occurred on the horneward voyage, and Gabral 
arrived in Lisbon on the Slst of July, 1501, Of the sHps which originally 
formed the expedition only six retmuofl 

llofore Cabral’s arriv'al a third Portuguese expedition was on its way to India, 'nani 
ffc Imd isailed in fttareli, and eonsij^ted only of tliw ships and a caravel, mih axp^amn. 
•WO men, under the command of an experienced acainan of the name of Juan do 
N uova. His instructions, proceeding on the os,sumption that Cabral liad eatab- 
li.shed factories at Sofala 'and at Calicut, -were to leave two of the vessels with 
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thcii' CrXigoes at tlie foiiiior, .uid piocpod witli tlu’ two ofclu'i"^ to tlu' latLei n 
As a piouautionai}^ iiKsisu.e the cKpoilitiou w.is to call .it S.iii Id,is, sdualcd (sist 
of the (Jape of Good 11 o]h', luid w.ut t<'ii days lo give ,ui oppnilnnit) of iiii'cl iiig 
VYith auy of Cabiafs .ships which iiuolit he on then way home Ilcic (lic\ 
fouuil a letter which li.id hecu lelt loi Lhciii, iht.iilbig thi' events which had 

t.ikcn [iliKO .it G.duul 
,ind ('ochin In consc 
(|ncncc id‘ this infoi m.i 
lion, .In ,111 dc Niicx.i 
deenu'd it iinpindcnt to 
sc]),iialc his vessels, and 
pi of et-deil w ith thi' wlioh' 
for 1 lull,I, ariiMiig in 
No\einl)(>i’ ,it Aiu‘hedi\,i 
a .snnill isl.ind (HI the 
foast south of (lo,i 
Sho) 11} iiriei he .iiiehon d 
off Cniiaiion', thi' ifijah 
of which w,is vf'iy iirgent 
that he should lade there, 
hut anxiety to learn the state ol niatteis at the factoiy induced liiin to tli'cliiu' 
and liastea on to Cochin 

On ariiving, lie leaincd that the lajali, tlioiigh gie.itly ullended with ('.iIumI 
for leaving witliout notice and carrying off his host,ig(>s, liad })ioM'd a f.ulhful 
ally, and given full pioteebion to all the luenihei.s of the fictory, hut Hint tlie 
Moons had c.irried their ho.stility so f,iv ns on one ooeasiou to set ihe to it, ,ind 
in various ways, by depreciating Hie value oftludr merchandise, had piejudieed 
the native traders ag.rinst thein to such a degree, t,li.it they refused to p.u ( 
with their .sjiices except for ready rnnney As Hiis was a commodity wilh 
which Juair de Nrreva was very Hcantrly provided, he immediately ieluriii'd to 
Cananore, where tire rajah dealt'with him much mori' liherally, and fni'nished 
him with 1000 quiirtals of pepper, 60 of ginger, and 4,30 of cinnamon, togeiher 
with some cotton cloth, to he paid orrt of the proceeds of Hie goods which lie 
had lodged for sale in a Portuguese factory e.stahll.shcd tliort' Wliih' oeeiipied 
with these comnrercial transactions, Ju.xiide Nueva received intelligencf' that a 
large fleet helonging to the zarnorirr xvas on the way to attac'k him The raj.ih 
who .sent the iirtelligence advi.sed Iniri to laud hi.s men and ordnauec, and 
mate an entrenchment orr shore, as the only effectuixl nreaiis of dcfonce He 
■was not so easily rntirnid.ated; arrd, on the rrext day, when 100 vessels w'ei'o .seen 
enteliug the bay, he advanced to meet them, and pourotl in his .shot with ,sueh 
good effect, that the zamorirt’p commairder hung out a flag of truce, arrd, after a 
parley, agreed to quit the bay, and make the best of his way hack to Oalieut 
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I’liis Liilui'o niiulo fiiicli an inipi'ession on tho ziuiioriu that he proposed ieriiis of at) i:. 0 ‘! 
acconimodaiiou Juan de Nuuva, jn-obably feeling thal liis powers were not 
siilliidenl for trairsaeiino- bnsine.ss of so much importance, set sail for Europe. 

Ills luiitieward voyage wa^ prosperous, and l>e arrived safely with all his ships 

The acemiiiLs brought home by Cabral satisfied the King of Portugal that Evp-amon 
he must either lit out his uxpediti(ma on a scale of greater magnitude, or 
desist from the att('inpt to establish a trade in the East The latter alter- 
jiativc Wris not to he thought ot; for even under the most adverse circum¬ 
stances the prijfit had counter1)ahmcod the los.s ft was therefore determined 
tliidj the novt expedition would ho more adofjuatc to the ohjocLs contemplated. 

Those were not merely to overawe any of the jiativo Indian princes who iniglit 
be disposed to he hostile, hut to chastise the iusoleucc of the Moors hy attacking 
theii' trade in its prinuipal seat Accordinglj^, the expedition now fitted out 
consisted in all of tw(nity ships The command, at first offered to Cabral, was 
ultimately given to Vasco do Clama, who was to proceed directly to India with 
tc'n ships; while his brother, Stejtheu de G'ama, and Vicente Sodro, were each to 
have the (iommaud of a squadron of five, ami clear tlie sea of Moors, the one by 
scouring the Iilalahar coast, and the other by cruizing olf the ('iifa'ancc to the 
lu'd Ecii 

Vasco do (Jama, honoured with the title of Ailmival of the Eastern Seas, sot Hismw 

V « , title 

sail with Vieoute Sodre on tho 3d of March, lo02, before Juan de .Niicva's 
reiiu'u; Steplieii d(' (Jama did not leave liefore the 1st of ilay, Having 
ilouliled tho (Jape of Clood Hope, ami sailed uj) the east coast of Africa,, for tho 
piirpo.se of e.stabli.shing faeturie.s at Sofala and iVlosainbique, Va.sco de Gama, 
after waiting t,ill lie was joined Ijy his brofclier, continued his course aero,ss the 
Indian Ocean, and Inid arrived witiiin sight of Mount Dilly, a little north 
of (Jauauore, wlien lie fell m witli a largo ship belonging to tho Sultan of 
Egyiil.. It was richly laden, and had on board many Ma,lioraetans of rank 
and wealth, liound on a ])ilgriniagc to Mecca. He immediately attacked it, 
and c‘a,|)tured it after a vigort.nis resistance. 'I'o his disgrace, lie made an atro- m c.iptm-oj 

’’ . 1 ■ . , - T 1 II 1 II . • 1 (iiiEa’pOon 

emus use. ol ins victory. Going ou board, ho called tlie principal pa,ssongers sinp. 
before liini, and orders I tliem to produce whatever property they hail in money 
or in goods. They declared tliat mo.st of both had been left in Calicut; but 
on lii.s tlirowiug one of them bound hand ami foot into tho sea, ami threa,t- 
ening to treat all tlio others in the same way, they beeanie terrified, and 
yichlofl to his demand, Hu had thus secured A rich prize hy questionahlc 
means, and ought at all events to liave been satisfied with it. Instead of this 
he acted as if he bad thrown aside every feeling of humanity, and resolved 
to play tho barbarian, not for the profit, hut merely for the pleasure it afforded. 

After dividing tlie plunder among his crows, and removing all the children 
to his own ship, in order to fulfil a vow which bound him to malce monks of all 
the males he should thus capture, he forced nil the passengers and crow of the 
Voii. 1. I 
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lloorish vessel below, iuul, having iiiiiled down tlio liiddies upon ilioni, told liis 
Ill-other to set it on fire The (ieudi.sli order wnw exi'eutod, but the unhappy 
victims, rendered des]wn\tc, made Huperluimau efforl^s, and having brotcen open 
the hatches, succeeded in quenclung the (laiucK Had they lu'cn the guiltiest 
wretche.s possible, instead of being for tlic most jinrt inolfensiv-e pilgrims, tliey 
had now surely done enough to save their li\'es Ihit no. 'fheii' destrucLion 
h-ad been ordered, and Vasco do (faina was not to he satisded with les.s, 
Stephen, who proved himself no unwilling in.struimmfc in ins brotlier'.s liand.s, 
was told to iioiu-d, and made the attempt, but met wiili siicli a reception 
from tlie Maliomotans, ivlteii tliey saw LluiL no mercy was to he ex])ecLed, as 
compelled lilm to retire Had Ite Gama Iteeu acting under a siulden bur.st o| 
passion, lie liad now lull time to cool, for nigiit came on, and notliing more 
could he done till morning VYlieii lie ro.se, it was only to repeat his iiilimuau 
order: tlic vessel was again boarded and set on firc', and 1)00 jier.sons, of Avliom 
tliii'ty were women, were liurm'd to deatii, or drowned, or .slauglitm-ed (d 
all wlio were in tlie ve.ssel wlien tlie capture was made, not a soul I'seaped 
except the children, whom this bloody baptism iniiiaLcd into the Ihimish faith. 

After tins infamous ti-ansaction one almost sliuddors to numtion llie name of 
Vasco de Gama, lait tlie course of tlie nan-aLivo cannot in the nieaiiLiiue pfoe.i'i'd 
without him In his next prococdiiig, the caution which ho used, svlicii ho 
thought it possible that his own life might he in danger, contrasts strangi'ly w'ith 
the, recklessness he showed when iniquituusly disposing of Urn lives of oUiers, 
Having a,nchored off Cnnanore, ho desired an intervicuv with the rajah; hut as 
the captivity ho had suffered at Calicut on his first voyage si'ciued still nji[iev- 
mo.sb in his mind, he adojitcd the dcvU-c of having a wooden bridge, which 
projected a coasulorahle way into tlie water. At tlic end ef this bridge, which 
was covered Avith carpets, a pnAulion Avas reared to form tin' hull of andienee. 
The rajah made his appearance first, attended liy 10,000 nairs, and advanced to 
the pavilion, amid the boating of drums and Iknirishes of ii-miipets. De Gama 
came aceoiupaiiied by all his boats, adorned Avitli flags, and took lii.s [ilace in Die 
paAulion, under a .salute of artillery. Tlie result of the interA'ii'Av Avas a tr(‘aty 
of amity, and the establishment of a Portuguese factory at C'ananori'. 

From Cananore De Gama eontinuod his course to Galieut, ami, making hi.s 
appearance unexpectedly in the roads, captured .several .small boats, eoutainiiig 
about fifty natwos. Whatever ju,st cause of quarrel he may have had Avifcli tlK‘ 
sjaiiioi'in, these poor creatures Avere not implicated, and yet, ou nut obtaining 
xech-ess for the destruction of the PorfcugAiese factory, and tlic lo,sa of liAUis occa¬ 
sioned by it, he hung them up at the yard-arm, and, after they Avere dead, cut elf 
their arms and feet, and caused tliem to be carried a,shore, with a mefisago to tlie 
zamoriu, that similar treatment was in reserve for himself for his repeated 
broaches of faith. To show that he wfis in earnest, be ordered ilireo ships to 
stand in as nOar as possible to the town, and open their fire upon it. The royal 
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paliico was une of the miniy Ijuildings thus clemolislicd Witlioeit waiting to ad. 1103 
asoovtain the cftect, he. left Vicente Sodre with a squadron to .scour the coast 
and destroy the JMoorish trade, and set sail for Cochin Here matters rcere 
easily ro-e.stahlj.shcd on their former frie7i(lly footing-, mutual pre.seiits were ex- 
ehangcnl, and a c(jmmercial treaty of a more formal natiue than that previously 
cxi.sting was concluded. 

dhie next proceeding of the zamorin was very inexcusable, and, indeed, looks Ticnoiioiy of 
a,s if ho had detormined to put himself entirely in the wrong Hearing that 
Do Ga.ma was lading at Coeliin, lui sent a messenger, in-viting him to Calicut, 
and ])r()misuig tluit everythlTig would be arranged to Ills entire satislixetion 
"Phis was j-atlior a slojider fomidation on which to negotiate; but peace with 
Calicut was felt to ho so desirable tliat He Gama determined to make one eftbrt 
more to .soeuro it, and .set out alone, leaving ;dl hi.s other sliips behind The 
ti'injxtation w;is too strong for the fickle and tortuoxis court of Cfxlieut; and De 
Gama, instead of the friendly reception which he had anticipated, wa.s set upon 
by a large Heet of small vessels, and very narrowly escaped Ixeing made prisoner. 

Fui-thei- Jiegotiatioii was of eour.se iinpo.s,sible, thongli ho ouglit eei’lainly to 
have disdained to take the petty i-cvenge of putting the zamorin’s nie.ssenger 
to death. 

d'ho (h'tails of the coullicts whieli ensued po.ssess little intere.st. In one of Rutumuf 
tlmm Do (I'Mtia, ixitei- putting to flight a large number of small vessels, captured oramto 
two large Moorish ships, which proved valuable prizes, both of them being 
richly laden, while on hoard one of them was an image of gold of thirty pounds 
weight, with omex-alds foi- its eyes, a rohe curiously wrought and set with pre- 
I'lous stoiuxs for it.s c!ov(3i'lng, and on its breast a large ruby. Having again 
visited Ciinauore, and united with its rajah and tliat of Cochin in forming a 
kind of triple alliance, for mutual defence, Do Gama, leaving Vicente Rodre vHth 
his .sqixadron, sailed for Europe on the 20bli of December, 1503, Ijnt did not reach 
Portugal till the following Scqitemher. Tie had again proved himself an able 
navigator; but his prooeedings had rather tarnislied than increased his fame. 

Idis Hovert'ign, however, was satisfied; and rcwii,rded him with the title of Count 
of Videgneira. 

Before De Gama departed, the Rajali of Cochin had made him aware ofa’hozamorin 
threatening roas,sago.s which he hail received from the zamorin. The peril to uttack 
which a faithful ally was thus exposed, entitled his Cfiee to a more careful 
consideration than it received, and he was left exposed to the full fury of the 
zamox'in’.s revenge. Hor was it long before it ovei-took him. Dc Gama’s depar¬ 
ture vxms too favoxmable an oppoHuniby to he lost, and hostile preparatkms on a 
most formidable scale wore immediately commenced. In the vdeinity of Ponany, 
about sixtecu leagues north of Goclmi, CO,000 men were Msemblcd. Before 
commencing operations the zamorlu asked nothing more than the surrondor 
of the Portuguese who liad fixed thoir residence in Oodiin, The population 
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■were urgent that the <lem;rnd should be complied with, but tlie lajah stood llnu, 
and, thougli his force was coiiip.iiatively iiisignlilcaut, adviiiirod to the encoiinU'r. 
The contest, however, was too iiiie(|ual, and lie w.as driven limu |)ost (o post, 
till he was at last obliged to abandon hi.s capital, and seek an asjhnu in (he 
island of Vaijii, or Vipi'eii, in d,s vicinity. 

While in tliis cxtrenuty ho received no support I'lom Vdconl.i' Sodri', who 
kept cruizing about making captiire.s, but on .some sballow [ircliwl or oilier 
refused to give au> dnect assistance PowerCui aid, luiwcver, was apjiroaelt- 
ing Nine sliips bad sailed I'loin Li.sbon, in tliree equal Hiinadrons, iiudi'r tlie 

re.speetivn eoiumauds of Nlon.so or Alfonso 
Albuqiieripie, Fiaueiseo Alliu(pier(|ue, and 
Antonio Saldanlia 'I’lie last was to euiizi' 
in tlu' montli of the lied Sea ; tlu' otliers 
wei'i' to proceed directly to India li'iaiiciseo 
Alliiupieripie aiiived tlrst, and v\illi a cmi- 
sidci'ahle addition to his i5(|uaili'oii, in eon- 
scqiK'uee of ha'\ lug falh'ii in with some of 
the Khi]).s hoUniging to Vieonte Sodn‘ This 
powerful reiuroici'ment eonqilelely ehiuiged 
the aspect of aOairs, and the zamoriii was 
defeat'd at every point Tihimparti, in the 
joy of hi,s heart, not only eonierred new 
privili'ges on the TortugiU'So, but gave tliem 
permi.s.sioii to build a fort 

On tbe arrival of Allbnso .Alliuquenpie 
new energy was thrown into tbe Tortugueso operations, and many successl'ul 
expeditions were made both by land and sea. The cllect of these was 
inanifested in various ways fii tlu' .south (Ionian, or C^nilon, tlien under 
female goveriiinent, made a voluntary oiler to lade two ships, and eousent, to 
the ostahlishmeut of a factory; while the xaiuorin, dispirited hy a series of 
diaa.Ktrou.s defeats, was compelled bo sue for peace It was granb'd, hut on 
tenns so disadvaintageous, that he availed himself of the lirst (ireli'S't for a 
rupture, and was soon again at open war Tor some reason Jiot, evplaitu'd 
the two Allaiqiicrques, at this very time, when their presenee si-euied more 
necessary than ever, set sail for Europe, leaving only Duarte Paclu'en with 
tbe ship which he (loniuianded, two caravels, and 110 men, i'or Ihe (kdeneo of 
Cochin. Francisco Albuqnerrprc appear,s to have pin'isbcd in a .storm, for bo 
was never more heard of; Alfonso, rc.sei-vcd for greater tlxijjgs, arrived in 
safety, bringing with liitn foj- the king forty pomids of pearls, a dianioud of 
remarkable sisjes and two horses, a Persian and an Arab, the first of the kind 
which were importod into Portugal 

The zamorln bad become convinced that he would never be able single* 
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1iiui(1(hI to ovci'come the Poi'tuguGse ; ami therefore, iti again preparing to take m iws 

the lielfl, luiulo it his first busiiiess to strengthen himself hy entering into a- 

coalition witli neiglihonriug stateH In this he fuinirl little difficulty, for the 
Poiiugueso wore not only viewed with jealousy as strangers, but had })nr,sued a tiw /aTOonn 
very reckless course at sea, attacicing and making prizes of all vessels of what- 
ever country, whenever they found any pretext for stigmatizing them by the 
mime of Moors Wo hav’-e already met with instances of tlii.s kind candidly 
eoTil'(‘s,sed, or rather complacently dwelt upon hy themselves; and it can scarcely 
he doubted that the instances which tliey have not recorded were still more • 
numerous Be this as it may, the coalition soon assumed a very fornuda])le 
appearance; and while a nmnerona fleet, provided with nearly 400 cannons, 
liri'pared to hoinhard Cnclilu from the sea, an army, estimated at 50,000, began 
to a[)proach it by land. 

Triumpara was dismayed, ami apparently with good reason, for not only rrom.smof 
was the unomy in ovorwljolming f(>rce, but lii.s .suljects, under the influence of 
teiTor, began to deseji. Phe only }ier.son whose courage remained unsliaken 
was the Portuguese ca]ituu, Duarte Pacheco, who, Avlam the rajah came to him 
ill the greatest alariu, and sjioke of .surrender, simuted the idea, assuring him 
(bat a Valiant defence would certainly prove succt'ssful. d'liis was no empty 
boast, I’aeheco made all his nrrangcineuts witli so nuich skill, ami carried tliona 
out vvitli MO much resolution, that tlie confederates were ultimately obliged to 
ri'tii'e with a sevm'u loss. Attcm|its were re(ieatedly made to renew tho attack, 
bub tlie result was ahvay.s Uic .same; and the zamoriu with his allies had tho 
nmrtifieaLitin of .seeing all their elfoi'tK balfled hy a mere handful of Eiiropeams. 

Siblom has there been a more striking example of what one daring .spirit can 
accomplish than was funiisho(.l hy Paelieco in this struggle. In tho course of it 
the zaiuoriii had lost LS.OOO men, and was now .so humbled as gladly to accept 
of term.s of jieace from hl.s own trilmtary Jtujah of Cochin. As we shall not 
again meet with I^acheeo, wo may hero oonehide his history. It is a mcdanclioly 
one, A fleet of thirteen ships, of larger dimensions than had over before been 
built in I'-’ortugal, having ariivisl nndi'r llu* command of Lope >Soarez, Pacheco, 
though treated with, merited distinction, was .snpersudgd, a,ml invested with tho 
govorniuont of MI Mina, on the west coast of Africa, Hero it was thonglit that 
his private fortune, to winch lu' was too heroically disposed to give much atten¬ 
tion, would be improved. Tliis object was cutiroly defeated hy a violent faction, 
which first thwarted his measures, and then had the audacity to seize his 
person on a, false charge, and .seud liim homo in chains. After lang-uisliing for a asato. 
time in prison he obtained an ijoncmrable /iwpnttal, but it wa.s too late. Tho 
ungrateful j-eturn for hi.s di.stingnish6d .services had broken his heart, and be 
died either in prison or shortly after ho wa,s released from it. 

Lopo Soarcji, soon after his anivaJ, moved up to (JaHcut, and was met hy a 
messenger from the zammin, who was now wiUiug to comply with every 
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(leinjind made upon Inm except one This was to delivee up an Eimipean, a 
iiative of Milan, who liad enteroil liis service, and tauifht Iiiin the aii ol' eastuig 
cannon, alono- with otlu'v important naval and military im[)n)vi'm(mts d’o his 
honour the zamorin demmred to the delivery of an individual whose only 
offence was the ahility and lidolifcy with whieli he had served him Moarez, 
unable or unwilling to appreciate, the honour and justice ol the zatnorin a r('lusal, 
immediately hombarded the tovvn, and laid the greater paid ol it in ashes 1 his 
Avork of dpKtriiction accomplished, he immediately iiroceeded to another, and 
treaded the. town of Granganore, which had adhered to the zamorin, in the same 
way lliy next exploit began more ominously, but (uided still more triumph¬ 
antly In Bailing north from Granganore to attack Ponany, lii' was met by the 
zairiorin’a fleet, and driven into a bay. Here he (bund him.sell’ in imuiineiit 
peril, for in addition to the fleid before Avhieh ho had been obliged to n'tire, 
Lseventecn large Moorish sliijis, well provuh'd with eamum, and earrylng lOOl) 
men, were waiting to reeiu've him A lierei* coiifikt cm.sni'd, Imt ultiniati'ly, with 
a very trifling loss to the Portuguese, all Lh(> ships of the enemy with their rii'h 
lading were destroyed yoarez, thinking lie bad now done ('imugli to Justify 
his return, loft four ships at the fort of Goeliin, and set sail for Miiinpe with the 
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reinainder. His arrival at Lisbon, on the 22il of July, L'lOG, was gladly web 
coined, as uo richer cargo in goods and prizefi had ever rotnrue.d from i/lie East. 

The next Indian armanient fitted out hy Portugal wa.s on a more niagiiifieciit 
scale than any which preceded it. It eonsiated of twenty-two ships, carrying, in 
addition to the crow, 1500 flgliting men, and was placeil under the eoimiuuid of 
Don Pranoisco Almeida, who horo for the firet time the prond title of ViC'croy of 
India. His arrival in India took place in 1507. The fir.st land reached was the 
• island of Anchediva, whore, a.s it occupied a coiniiianding position on the coast, 
and had become a common station for Portuguese vessels, he built a fort. On 
airiving at Oodiin, whore he intended to have rewarded Triumpara, the old and 
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faitliful ally of tile Portuguese, with a crown of gold, set with jewels, wliich he -tn im 
had hr ought fiom Portugal for the pnipose, he was astonished to find that he 
had letired fioin the world, to spend the remainder of hi.s days as a .soht,iry 
devoti’c Ills nephew was reigning in his stead, and received the crown fioni the 
Ininds of Almeida dining a pompous eereinonial It rs probable that he did not 
nudeivstand all that was meant by it, for fiom that day he wa.s to be regarded, 
not as an iirdcfieudent sormreign, but a vassal liolding his crown durirrg the 
])leasure of the Portuguese 

Ikdbie Almeida arrived, the zamorirr hail once more [ilaced all his fortunes Nntivocom 
on a venture, ,iud, as if fully aware that the struggle in which he was aliout to 
engage would prove decisive of his late, left no means unemployed to insure 
success 7\t this tunc u powerful dynasty was reigning in the Dcccaii over 
ten itories wUicli included a corrsiderable tiact of sea-coaat, frurrr Goa rrorthwards, 
while thekiugdour of Gujerat or G'arubaya had risen to be a great naval power. 

Goth of these wtiites had been wantonly attacked by the Poituguese, and their 
commerce had Hutfered severely before they were aware of luwiirg done arrythirrg 
to piovoke hostility Naturally exasperated, tlicy entered with readiness into 
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a coivrbination intended to banish the Portuguese for ever from the Eastern seas. 

Even with those auxiliaries the zamorin did not feel secure. He therefore 
extended his vievys much further, and entered into comniunication with the 
yulLan of Egypt, 

'Hm Mameluke sultan at once responded to the aaU thus made upon him, ThoSuitMi 
and the more readily that his attention had provioiisly heen drawn to the sub- jomsu 
ject trorn another quarter. The success of the Portuguese in the East 'W'as 
already telling powerfully against the lucrative trade which the Venetians had 
long been accustomed to regard as tlieir apeeial monopoly. Goods brought into 
the Levant, either overland or by rlray of Alexandria, had so heavy a burden of 
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tnuisport and taxation to boai‘, tliat Llic^r fould not |)()Sidbly {'oni[)('t(' witli (Jio 
comparatively iiicxpunHiVO process (jf a Hbiylc voyage, liowovcr long, li'oui ilie 
port of lading- to tlio Jiort of deliveiy. The Veiietians Lliiis fouinl thcinselre.s 
undersold in every Kuropean market, and bociunc ])ci'lcctly aware thal, tlu'y 
must cither destroy tlic Portiiginise tiaule or he (k'sf.royt'd l>y it. I lu'ii' (irst 
endeavour -^vas to -work upon tli(‘ hams of tlie Kiiig of I’oi'tugal and the pojx', hy 
instio-atino- the sultan to semi a tlireateiiing letti'r to Lishoti and Ihiimy inti- 
mating that if tite Portuguese did not Ibrtlivvitli rclinqiiisli tin' m.ivv eonr.se 
of navigation, hy which they had p(m('trate,d into the Indian Ocean, and eea.se 
from eiua'oaching on a oonuuerce which had been carried on fi’oiu timi' imme¬ 
morial hetween Asia and his dominions, he would put to death nil tlu' Oliris- 
tians in Egy[it. Syria., ami 1‘ale.slinc, burn their churches, and demolish Llu'. 
holy ,yo{)i!luhr(i itself. 

This ineuac(i having failed to produce- the elfeet anticipated, the Venetian.s 
did not .scruple to urge the sultan to talci' tin* remedy into hi.s own liamls, and, 
ill aecordauco with the invitation given liy the zamoi'in, la'coine a, powerful 
auxiliary in tlie crusade against the Portugut'se. 'I'luu’e was only one, didimilty. 
The Egyptian lleet In its actual state was overniatelicd by Unit ol'i’ortngal, 11’ 
the war was uudortakeu, the first thing noce.ssary would bi' to build a new licet, 
Egypt had no proper tiuibov for the purpose, flow, tlieu, was it to he obtained { 
The Venetians were nob to be lialked of their object by such an obstaeh', Had 
they nob whole forests of naval timber in Uuhnatiii? and liaviug gone so i'ar, 
why need they scruple to place them at the diKpo,sal of tlio sultan, who, after 
hewing down as much as he recpiired, might easily transport it by a well known 
route to the lied 8ea? Such was the plan actually adopted; ami Ihu'oin' 
saw the maritime power which had taken a prominent part in the crusade of 
Christian princes against Mahometans, a.s zealou.sly engaged in promoting a 
Maiioracta,n crusade against Christians. 

Ey thG,se extraordinary means a fleet of twelve shi[)s f)f war having hemi 
built and fully equipped, sot .sail for the Imlian coast iu I,{)()7, It carried 1d00 
men, and was commanded by an experienced officer, whom Eei'isbta, calls AnU'cr 
Hoo.ssein, and the Portngnese Meer Jiashim, It sailed fu'si. to Cnjerat, where 
Mndik Eiaz, admiral of Mahniood Shah T., who wa,s then reigning sovereign of 
that kingdom, wns prepared to join it with a srpiadrnn wliich vvoi.dd more than 
double its numbers and .strength. Almeida .seems not to have hoeti aware 
of the danger which threatened him till he was almost ovm-taken by it His 
tactics obviously should have been to attack the Turkish lleet on its j)as,sfige. 
In this way it might not have been difficult for him to beat bis enemies in 
detail. He inay have been prevented by obstacles of which we are not aware; 
for after lie had re.solved to pursue this obviou,$ eouv.se it wa-s found to bo 
too late. His son Lorenzo, whom he had despatched with eleven sail to 
intercept the- sulta.n’s fleek having been detained, first off Cananore, where ho 
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aliiicl'CI'd and, witli hcai'ccly any loss, do-^tvoyed a native squadion far larger tlian 
Ills own, and alfcerwards at Andu'diva, Avliere bixty Moorish and native vessels 
had made an attempt on the fort, arrived in the Larhoim of Chnnl, or Chownl, 
a])ont twenty thiee miles .south of J3omhay, just in time to see the Egy|itiau 
admiral imter it A fierce conlliet immediately ensued, and was continued 
without any decided advautag'e till night separated the coinhatants Next day 
an immense prepoudei'anee was given to Ameer l:loo.s.seiu hy the arrival of 
Mnllilc Miaz with the Gujerat tlect Lorenzo, still imdismaj^ed, immediately 
renewed tlie Ijattlc, but found the Egyyitian admiral a much more foruudable 
antagonist than ho had heen accustomed to deal with After another day's 
lighting had left the victory imdeeidcd, the Portuguese .ships were so much 
shattered that it was detevniijied by a council of war to take advantage of the 
Tiigiit and effeet a retreat 

Lorenzo, wlio had iiroviously ineurred his father’s dis[deasuve, hy'' declining on 
one oeeasiun to force the fleet of the zaiuorin to action, rvaiS voiy reluctant 
to take a .step which would justly be considered as an aeknowlodgraeut of 
defeat, and continued to Huger on till the d.iy beg.ni to dawn He had by this 
time eonsonteil to retreat, and seversd of bis ve.ssels bad set sail, Unfoi Innately 
■when he fx'gan to follow, his whip groutulod, and after some inelfeetual efforts to 
low it off, Ihe le.st of the sijnadroii eontiuued their Hight, and left him to 
his fall' He might have escaped in his boat, but at once made up his mind 
to sell his life as dually as iiossible, and die at his post 'Plic enemy at first 
attempted to board, but was so bravely resisted, that he adojited the more 
cautious method of keeping at a distance and pouting in his shot Lorenzo, 
having been struck by a ball, which broke his thigh, ordered himself to be 
placed against the maumi'ist, and there rem'tined, eneonraging his men, till 
another ball broke his back ami killed him. The ship shortly after sunk Of 
its cri'w of 100 men only nineteen escaped According to Faria y Bon.sa, the 
whole loss of the Portuguese amounted otdy'' to eigbty-one men, while the 
eiu'Uiy lo,st 000 The Mahometan aecouiit given byr Fcrislita is very different. 
After mentioning that the Portuguese Hag-ship, valued at a crure of rupees 
(a million sterling), was smde, and every man on board perished, ho adds, that 
the Mahometan fleet returned victorioii.s]y; for aithougli 400 Turk.s were 
honoured with the crown of martyraloin, no fewer than 3000 or 4000 Portuguese 
infidels were at the same time sent to the infernal region,s 
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PoitusjueHe pioi>icss in tlio Eiit—Tlic vicmoyHlniia of Finnciaco Almoid.i Mtl Alloimo Alliuinu'iiinc 

ITE PolLiiguos(' wcio now iiiHy foinmiLtccl to tlioii o.inn'r ol' 
coiiquost, 1111(1 suoc'i'ssivc iiiuiMTiieTils, on a (.;i;ui(l soalf, iiiiilt(‘(l 
Lisbon for Lli(‘ East. One of fclius(', uiulor IVLiiin dii ('imha, 
consisLcd of tliii L(H'U vessels, and IdOO lioliLino men Anoilu'r, 
of twelve vessels, sailed under tin- eoniinand of Alfonso Albu- 
([iiei((ne, who, after pei foi luino-sevcial ('.vploKs on the Aft lean coast, and lakinn 
effeetu.d measmos to eiipjile the trade lioin India hy the I’ed Wea, contimusl 
alono- the coast of Arahia, a.nd entered the. Pm-sian Oiill', delennined (o stiiki' 
a .still more fatal hlow. There the Mahonudaii trallie with India was still 
active Alhiupierque, iii whom nreat military and political taiimts weie com 
Lined, at onee perceived how an edeetna! interdict might he laid upon it The 
only thing necessary for tills pm[)ose was to make himself iiiasl.oi’ of tlie city 
of Ovimiz, situated on an island in the month of the gull', In this way he could 

eompliditdy command 
tlu' passage, and jilaee 
the ttad(' at his inerey 
After the capture of 
Mu,seat, and s(*v('i'al 

other pluees of niiiiov 
iiii])oitanei‘, he jno 
eecsled to tlie ('xeeution 
of his gniiid (‘ni(.‘rpris('. 
His design liad Imwii 
lienetrated; and iiudead 
of lining ahle to take 
the city Ly hiirptis(‘, as 
he had antieipided, lie 
found it defended hy a licet of tOO vessel,s, sixty of them of large size, and Ly 
an army of 30,000 men. To .show how far he was from 1 icing dismayed at 
the,so pireparationa, he immediately advanced into the harLonr, and anchored 
among five of the largest ships, filing his cannon as tl‘ in delianeo, After 
waiting for a message from the king, but receiving none, ho sent him hi,s 
nltinaatnm, which, considering the relative position of the partioR, was cer¬ 
tainly of a very extraordinary and arrogant description. It was to the cfloct 
that he had come with orders to talce the King of Oimuz xmder Iuh protection, 
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(HI tlie (■‘(■(iKlitloii of paying a veasonaLle tribute to Portugal, or to treat him as Aif'isoo, 
an emmiy by declaring war against liini 

Tlu^ro wais little room to (loul)t which of the alternatives, thus arbitrarily Aiinianoi- 
]>laco(l bc'foro him, tlie sovereign of Onuuz would accept, but as bis fortifica- oimiiz.'^'' 
tions w(Hv not yet completed, it was important to gain time; and solely with 
that view, instead of .sending a rc.solute dotiauce, he entered into migotiation 
Albn(pier(pie saw what was intended, and at once brought mattera to a point, 
b}^ telling the messongei' that wlmn be next cainc, it must be with either an 
acceptance of prnice, or a de(jlai-ation of war. 1'here bad never been any room 
for (du)ice, and the message acc(jriUngly was, that Ormuz was in use not to pay, 
but to I'oceive tribute. Albuqi.i 0 r(pie lost not a moment in commencing a 
cannonade which nm.st have ean.sed learfid .slaughter, as not only were the walls, 

.shore, and v('s,sels crowded with combatants, but even the tops of the bouses 
were covered with sjioctator.s. Tim Pei’sians, in the meantime, were not idle, 
and made two furious onsets; but neither in weapons nor dlsciplinii could they 
copn with the Portiigucsc, and the .sea is .said to have been coloured with their 
blood Witli the loss of only ten men, Alhuriuerqu(3 burned, sunk, or otherwise 
destroyixl all the .ships of Ormuz, and received a. Hag of truce with an offer suimiimuni 
to comidy with all his cimniuds. The terms were, the annual payment of ro,rt„ina 
about T20()() as tribute to the Iviug of Portugal, aud ground on Avbicli to budd 
a fort. No sooner W('r(s tlu' terms arranged, than the fenh was immediately 
commenced, and carried on witli .such rapidity, as to assume shape in the course 
of a few days. 

Kliojah Attar, who gov(niied Ormuz in tln^ name of Saiiaddin, who was a 
minor, had no sooner made tins arrangement than he ropented of it. Prom the 
(b;sbrnetion which All)U([at3rque had caused, lie had formed an extravagant idea 
of the Ibroo under his command; and was astonislmd above measure, on learning 
that it dill not muster above dOO men llo therefore prciiared anew for ho.s- 
tilities, and dexLoi'ously availed lilmsolf of a mutinous feeling a.mong the inferior 
?ortugu('S(‘ commanders, to e,scape the conseipiences. Albuipmi'ipio, after venting 
his rage liy .some very barharous proceoding.s, Avas obliged to depart and spend 
the winter at yoeotra, Avliicb had become a Portuguese conquest. Having again 
ri'turuod, be gave formal notice of bis iwriAml to the govemmeut of Oimuz, and 
was immediately informed that tho tribute .stipulated would be paid, but that 
be would not be permitted to build the fort. He Avoiild tain have re.suined the 
siege, but more inAportant interests I’equircd Ills jireaeuce in India. He had been 
ajipointod viceroy. 

Almeida, in tho midst of las preparations to avenge the dcatli of bis son, AimoMu 
x'uecived the mortifying intelligence that he had been superseded in lu.S govern- wougeiua 
meat, Obedience to the royal mandate wjxs, of coui’se, bis duty; but both ““ 
revenge and ambition pointed to an opposite course, and bo determined to follow 
it at all hazards. On the pretext that the public interest would not allow him,' 
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in ])i'erieut circninsLancc's, i,o ilciuLfc liis aiiUioriLy, lie rriiisod lo r('sii,>ii (Jic in,siu;uiii, 
of ofHoe; and leaving AlbuipK'rqne, wlio vva.s in no oondil/ion l,o lorce hint, i.o 
dtivonr his disa].)|)i)intin('nfc as lu' (‘(mUl, h(‘L oiiL wiLlioul. him iiL IJie head ol a, 
powerful arniaineiit While proceeding noi'Uiwards along Llie eoasl, in seai’ch 
of the coniLiued Egyptian and (hijei’at Ih'ets, lie sto[i|U‘il a,t Anehedi\’a,, and 
there received information which determined liim to make tlie iLii|iortani. eom- 
niercial city of Dahnl, situated on tlu‘ coast aliont lialfway between (loa and 
Bundniy, the first ohject of attack. It hclongi‘d to a king- of I he Deccan, 
who had joined the zamorin’.s eonfedm-ation, ami assisted him wilh ,ships In 
Almeida’s view this was siillicimit to justify any si'verity; and, wilhmit any 
note of warning, he .suddt'niy comim'iiced his attack both liy seai and laml, 
and never desisted till he had laid Dalml in ashes. An iimnenso plundei- 
might have been obtained; hul. fearing the (‘llei-t upon his troo|>s, lie ehosi' 
rather to hurti than to preservi' the, booty. 

From this aehieveimmt, whii-h certainly mIdl'd liltle, lo Ins laurels, Almeida 
[iroeeeded to Din, Jiuolyaml strongly ,sitnal.e(! on an island of the sana' naiui', on 
the southern shove of the iieniusula of (lujerat. Here he found Anu'ei- lloosseiu 
and Mullik Eiiiz, with their fl(‘(‘l..s. Had tluy remained in IJiuir position uiidei' 
the batteries of Diu, as the Clujerat admii'al strongly urged, Almeida, if lu' had 
ventured an attack at all, must have made it under g-reat disadvautagi'; bull tlii' 
Kgyptian admiral, who was naturally of a ehivulrous temper, and perliaps also 
voudered ovcr-eoufideiit by his recent sucet'ss, when Lorenzo was .slain, disdained 
to he cooped up in a harhour, when he emdd mei't las enemy in (he o|ien sea, 
and sailed out, displaying uioi-e, valour than discretion. The cmiHiet, al'ter ragiitg 
furiously for some time, terminated in a glorious vie.tor_y gained ly the I'orlu- 
guese, who, however, eouvertod it into an indelilile disgrace, liy an ati-oeious 
massacre, Sevt'ral days aftm-the liattlo was fought, and they had sailed away 
for Uananoro, they murdered all their pri.soner.s in cold Idood. 'Hiere i.s no 
possillie excuse for the atrocity; and the onlyex(jlunation givi'ii is, that Ahueida’.s 
revenge could not otlierwiso he satiated. Thu di'feat had so disju'rited Mullik 
Eiaz that he made overtures of peace. They rverc readily listened to; ami lu' 
raiglit have obtained advantageous terms, if be would have sloopi'd to the. 
meanness of delivering up bis Egjqitian colleag-nn. As much to his lionoiu' as 
to the disgrace of the Portuguese Rir making such a demand, lie at once, gave, 
it a pci-emptory rcfirsal. 

Almeida,, having returned to Cochin, Avas again pressed by Allaiqucr(|uc to 
xe,sign the viceroyshiji, rvlucli lie liad persisted in holding, in dellaiico of the 
mandate of his sovereign. So iiir from complying, he took' tho oxtrnordinary 


step of seizing the per,son of Iifs competitor, and sending him as a priaonm- to 
the fort of Canapore, He AA’-ould probably have conqdeted the breaHona.bio 
course to which ho was now committed, by declaring himself unkpondenL, bad 
not the opporbnue arrival of Dop Fernando Coutinlio, wibh a bn'ge ileet and 



C'UAr VTII. I 


DEATH OF ALMEIDA. 


I'xtraorclinaiy powcrH, eualilcd him (,o act with effect a.s a mediator. The result 
was, that Almeida ahauduiiCLl all idea of re.sist!iiK'e, and, resiffiiiii”; the insisuia 
ol oJllee, Look Ills depaj'ture for ICurope. Tiefore leaving, a native conjnz'or laid 
told him that he was not destined to pass the (Jape of Good Hope, He had 
passed it, howc'vev, and had bi'gun to make merry with the prediction, when an 
<'vent Look place which terminated his career somewhat ignobly. The three 
ships he had with him anclyn'cd in Saldanha Bay, a little north of the Cape, 
and sent aaliore a wniteritzg-party. One of the ex-viceroy Is .servants insulted 
one of th(‘ natives, and was I'oughly handled hy them in return. Almeida, 
cojiti'ary to hi.s wi.sh and )>etter /ndgment, rvas induced to lake pfU't in thi.s 
petty squahhle, and having gone ashore, was returning with the cattle carried 
oil in a foray, when the natives, who hinl hcen lydng in amhuseade, rushed out 
uj)on him. They were armed only with pointed stake.s, hut those they used .so 
<'IF('otnidly, that llfty of the Portuguese soon lay dead at their feet. Among 
them wa.s the ex-viceroy himself, mortally wounded hy a tlirust which pierced 
his throat 

AlhiHpimpic, now fully installed ns viceroy, was bent on following out his 
career ol compiest, and sailed for Galieut, hefore wliich he ai)peared on the 2d 
<il' Jaiuiary, IdlO, with thiity vessels and liSOO men, together with a numher of 
natives who followed in boats, alhned hy the hope of ])lnnder. Goutiuho had 
arrived from Huntiie with an earnest longing for Eastern renown; and now that 
the opportunity offered, he had set his heart on signalizing himself as the captor 
of the royal palace. Alhiujnercpie indulged him by giving him the comnrand of 
800 men, after administering all the cautions which his btijierior talents ami expe¬ 
rience suggested. Hufortuuately Goutiidio thought only of Iti.s pi'ize, and rushed 
forward as if he had been running a race rather than lighting a battle. Never 
looking hehiiid him, he forced his way to the palace, and set about installing 
himself in it, for the purpirsc of eelehratiug liis triumph. His infatuation was 
soon perceiv'cd hy the native troops, who took advantage of it so silently and 
elfectuall 3 q tha.t Goutiulio did not aavake to a sense of hi.s peril, till he found 
him.sidf hemmed in hy thousands of natives, and dopiivcd of every outlet, 
Alhuqiioiapio, in exerl.iiig himself for Ins relief, was so sevoredj- wounded in the 
head hy a stone, and iii the throat by a dart, that lie was home senseless to the 
•shore. UouLinho, and several young nobles from Lisbon, fell in the palace fighting 
desjieratoly; and the whole detachment would have perished to a man, had rrot 
a large body of reseiwe arrived and obliged the enemy to I'ctire. Notwith¬ 
standing this disastrous retre.a,i, the inhabitants suffered much more severely 
than the Portuguese, and saw the greater part of their city laid in ruins. 

Grmuz was the next place th wiiich Albuquerque turned his attention, He 
liad there been baffled by the .supineness or treachery of his officers, particularly 
Lope do Soaroz and Juan do Nueva, and obliged, in consequence, to leave one 
of tlie main avenues of Mahometan trade still open- He accordingly began to 
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make sucli pi’opiii'atioiis foj' a now atfcaok upon iL as iiuisL havi' proved hiiece.sslul, 
when Ills attention was attracted to anotliei ipiartc'i, mid lie iesolvi'il to 
employ his armament against (doa Tliis town which, irom liaving altervvards 
liecoino the seat of rortiignose oovei’mneut in the hla.st, make.s .some (igiire in 
LLstoiy, was (inoly .situated on an i.sland attlie luoiitli ol an estuary, lorndne- one 
of the very few good harbonr.-i which occur on tin' western coast ol llu' Indian 
peiiinaula At thi.s time (lolOj it was includeil in the lerritorles ol one ol tin' 
kings of th(' JJeccan, who had his ca[)ital at llejajioor, and is u.snally calh'd hy 
Portuguese writer,s Wabay or fdavay, though hi.s ])ro|)ei' name oj' tillc was Ynsul 
Adil Shah, lie had rccisntly wrested it from the Ihi jah of Onore. d'lie grounds 
of AlbiKpicrquc H ipiarnd with Yusul' are not very iip])arcnt; and it is jirohable 
that he did nut deem it necessary ('itlier lo allege or invent any. His oid) 
ohjoci was Lo cxteml the Portngue.so ruli'; and ii’ he eould suci'ei'd, he I'egarded 
it as scarcely worth while to tiupiire whether the means which lu' employed 
could be justilied. One inducement may have been, that, iis a new eoiuiuesl, 
Ynsuf'.s pu.sscssion of Gua must have been .somewhat insecure. AnolJu'r indiiee- 
ment was, that the Rajah of Onore, the legitinuitc' owner, was ivady to as.sist to 
the ulnio.st in recapturing it. lie found a third auxiliary capable of rendering 
still more olfectual assistance in Tiiuoja, who lignrcs .sometimes as Rajah of 
Cauara, a district which wa,s bounded by Goa on the north, and somotinu's 
simply as a privateer, roaming the seas wdth a powoi'ful licet, and living li)’ 
plunder, 

Thus assisted, AlbmHuirque made his a]i\)eara,nce olf the, coast in the liegiu 
niiig of 1510. At first anticqiating a valiant resi.stance, he sent his nephew 
along with Timoja to take soundings. They discovereil a foj't wliieii was svi'll 
pirovided with guns, and defended by dOO men, and not only liad the hardihood 
to attack, but the good fortune to capture it. This .seemed a most ausjiieious 
commencement, and proved only the first of a series of fortunide events which 
followed rapiiclly, and ]>ut Alhiujuerqno in pK).s.suKsiou of thl.s most iuqiortnnt 
locality, before he was required to strike a blow. According to the IVirtiigiu'si' 
accounts, .some conjuror or fakir, wlio.so predictions were implicitly belii'ved, 
had announced that Goa was de.stined .shoi'tly to hecomo subject Lo Ibreiguers 
On th(' faith of thi.s prediction, the inhahitauts thought it a stroke of good policy, 
instead of enduring the lukeric.s of a. .siege which imist ultinnitcly he siujce.ssful, 
to make a voluntarj" surrender. Accordingly, to tlu) great lint mo.st agreua,h[e 
sm'prise of Alhuquenpu', he wa,s received ashore hy the population us if he had 
been their native pirince, condueb'd in state lo the gate, wIk'u he, received the 
kej'-s, and thereafter put in possession of the palace The Alalumiotan accontd. 
,says nothing of the conjuror; and with far greater jjrohability represents tlie 
capku'e as tlie necessary re.su]t of a suipiiso. The fort eaptTU’ed by Timoja and 
Albuquerque's ncidmw may have given them complete command of tlie city, 
and tliTO rendered defence impoasihle. 
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Al, this time, lidwevei’, il vyas lost almost as easily as it hail been gained ad ini 
Yusuf Adil Shall having di(Hl, was succeeded hy his son Ismael Add Shah, who, 
ahoiit hnii' montlis after the hasty surrender of Goa, collected an army estimated 
at CO,()()() Kumal Khan, the general to whom this army was intrusted, ,sud- tuken 
(k'ldy made lii.s appearance, and conducted the siege with so much abilit}'', that 
Albui|uci'fpio, alter twenty day.s, finding his conmumicatioii with the lleet 
seriously threatened, was glad to evacnato the jilacc But he had no idea of 
linidly ahaiidoiiing so valuable a prize In the couise of the same year, having 
eolleeted all his force,s, including several additional ships which had arrived from 
I’orlugal, ho set sail from tJcUianorc with a lleot of twenty-three .sliips, and loOO 
lighting men Altoi lauding at Ouore, to assist at the celehration of Tiinoja's 
marriage with tlio dauglitcr of a nativm (pieeu, he hastened off to Goa, and, 
anehoriiig hefore it a seeond time, immediately prepared for the assault, IL 
took place hefore daybreak, and with such success, that the Portuguese entered 
tlu' city along with those of the defenders who had hccu stationed outside, For 
a time ev('ry ineli of ground within the city w,as disputed, and more especially 
at tlie [lalaee tlio figlit was furiously renewed, till the defenders, fearing that 
(heir ictreat to the mainland might he cut oil', (piittod the yilaee in the utmost 
eonfusion The enemy lost 0000; the Portiigm'so only fifty, Not one Aloor 
was left alivig hut Ihe natives were tieatcd with great luoderation. Besides 
reeoveriiig thi'li' ])ropeity, the_y had the satisfaetion of being placed under the 
govenuueui of their eouutryman Titnoja, who lulcil move eipiitably than might 
have' l)een auLicipaled from his predatory habits. Before departing, Albuquerque 
ileelareil his intention to make Goa. the capital of Portiiguese India, 

'file remaining exploits of Allmquertpie, though they laul not India for their AiiauimM- 
theatre, are so intimately connected with its history, that a short accoxmt of tion ugrunBt 
them i.s here .suhjoined After rokirning to Gochin ho began to prepare another 
aiinatueub, and gave out that it was destiuwl to act agairsst Aden, whicli was 
then, as it is now, the key to the navagatioii of the lied Sea The importance 
of the objeet was aiifficicnt to justify all the preparations which he was making; 
hut while pretending bo look to the west, his oyi' was lixed in an opposite direc¬ 
tion, The city of Malacca, sikuvbeil on the, peninsula of the same name, had 
long been the imrst importa,ut einporimn of the rich coimtrios lying further east 
than India, The Moors were still carrying on a lucrative traffio in that quarter; 
and by means of it were almost able to compensate themselves for all the losses 
whicih they had sustained from the Portuguese, This consideration was of itself 
■sufficient to detonnine Albuquorque to undertake die important expedition 
which he was now meditating, though the direct benefits which ids own country 
might expect bo derive from it were of themselves a sufficient indueement. 

On the 2d of May, 1611, iVlbuquerqne sot sail from Oochin with luneieen captimof 
ships and 1400 fighting men, Of these, however, 600 were natives of India, 

Malaceit was at this time under the government of a king of the name of 
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in-? Maliomed.whohadtvoiiohcrously iiupiisoiicd a Jiiiiiilxa- oF'l^oi LiilmU'si', roiniiiiindod 
1 ) 3 " an olHcer calUnl Lopaz do ynpaiia 'I'o avoiigc' Lh'iH ouLragi' wis Llic 

iptuiiMjt o.steubiblo objwt of A11 )Uc[U(!1-(|ul'’s I'xpcdjLion If vvas oik' of ila' holdcaf lia 
bad evc'r iindevtakeii. as tlie (-if}" itself is wdd to have eoidained 100,000 iiibabi- 
tauts, and was iiD^v defended b^' 30 000 .soldiers, and HOOO eamioii VVitli all 
these nieaiih of defence, Mab()iue<l, awaie of the kind of eiieniy he bad (u deal 
witb, did not feel bccuve, and sent a incss<-ng('i (o tlu' viei'uyy to iidiiuale Lbat, 
if be eaine foi uiercliandi.se, it was leadyat bi.s eoniiiiaiul A[l»u([in‘i'(jiu' replied 
that the nicvehandL-.e be required was .some Portuguese left tbeie by Sitpieii'a, 
and that on the delivery of them he would be prepared to .say wb.at inori' b(‘ 
wanted. After .some ]iarleying, tbe captive.s were deliveied, and Allim[nei-(jne 
sent bis ultimatimi It dennandc'd eomjtensntion for tbe outiiigi', and foi’ tb(> 
exinaises ineurred in obtaining- redress, and a siU> for tbe erertion of a Portu- 
gue.se foil. This last propo.sal tlie king lel’used to eutei-Uilu, and AlhinpK'ripn' 
innnediately ])rc|)arf'd to eouipel him d’lie Midaj's aie said to have fought well, 
but it is ditlicult to ladievi' it; for witb all tbe aid wdueb Lln'y could dei’ive from 
artillery, poisouod arrow.s, jroisoued thorns, and mines of gmijiowth'r hud iu tiu' 
streets, their Lens of thou.sands gave way hefore a iin'ri' handful of Portuguese, 
and tbe viceroy took triuinpbaut pos.se&sioii of tin' city. While liere be both 
received ainl .sunt several embassies; among tbe lalb'r, one to Hiam, and anoLber 
to Pegu He also sent out .se.veral navigators on exjdoving c.\]a'ditions One 
of these i.s .said to have been commanded liy Magalbneus, to whom it suggested 
the idea of his .snb.seiiuent celel.irated cireumnavigntion. 
querquo's voycgo houie, AllaKiaerpue lo.st his finest .ship, svhicb was nearly eiil. 

hoio.aiiiunii acros,s tlui keel on a sharj) rock oil' the coast of Snm-.iLra, In this uerilous 
position be was obliged to pas,s tbe night; and when tlie inoi-niiig dawni'd, was 
seen perfunning an act of bunianity and licroism, by sheltering wilb hi.s anus a 
ymnng girl wbom be bad saveil in tlic mid.st ol i.he eonlLisiou. Wlu'ii lu' arrived 
in India, he found that advantage bad been taken oJ' bis absence Adel Khan 
bad resumed the siege of Goa witb an army of 20,000 men, ami tlie zamorin 
was again in arms. Goa wa.s easily relieved; and tlio zamorin, desiialriiig of 
sneccRs, retired irtiiu the contest 1 be subversion ol tbe Miunebike dynnsly iu 
^SyP^ bad deprived him ol any further assistance Iroin Ameer lloossein, and 
on looking rouucl be saw no ipiarter to wbieb be could appoa.l for new aid 
According to Ferislita, this bumbling conviction so coinjiletcly overwhelined 
him, that his health gave -way, and bo died of a broken heart 

attack on Aden, wliicli Albiupiorcpo meditated, bad lioen iiostponcd to 
xVioiL that of Malacca, but by no means abandoned. Accoriliugly, on the t8bb of 
February, I5b3, he appeared before it witb a fleet of twenty sail, having on 
board 1700 Portugue.so, and 800 natives of India. He lost no time in landing, 
and hastened forward, in the hope that, by applydng sca-lirigd adders to tbe walls, 
be might gain poase.ssion of the jilace Ho bad underrated its .strength, ami the 



( UAP VLII| 


ORMUZ CAITU-KED. 


i85 


v.iloiu of iLs (k'fondei’y, and was oblif^ed to retire with a loss too severe to leave ad r.o 
liiin any inelination to lenew the attempt He compensated Ininself in some 
degree' liy entering tlie Kod Sea, which tlam, for the first time, saw an Eiiiopcan 
vess('l on its bosom, and made 
several valuable prizes After re¬ 
maining for some time at the island 
of Kam.iran, ho icLurned and again 
lookc'fl in upon Aden, but found 
that in the iidoival its fortifica¬ 
tions had been so much iinpioved 
tliat it would have been madness 
to attack it He therefore pansed 
on, and continued his voyage to 
India On reaching Gujerat he made an inclfootual application for peiinissioii 
to build a fort at Hiu, but did not attempt to enforce it, an Jie was intent 
another pi'oj(3ct, (m which his hetu't had long been set, and all lire more ear¬ 
nestly that his attempts to accomplish it had hitherto been frustrated This 
))rpjoot was the command of tire Persiarr Gulf by the capture of Ormuz Hrs 
third att('rupt upon it was made in Match, loJ'l The cbcinrrstances were 
oppoitmie, and wheir h<‘ demanded potmissioir to coirrplete the fort, the gover¬ 
nor, though disposed to resist, felt he had not the means, ami was ohliged to 

comply. "I'ho name, of Albuquerque was now fairrous all over the East; and 

•‘veil Lsmael, tire founder of the fanrons Persian dynasty of Sophi, seirt him 
an ambassador with valuable jn-esents, and concluded a ti’eaty with him. 
llefore leaving Oriiurz, Albuquerque not only finished his fort, but succeeded 

in inducing or forciirg the king to lodge all hi,s cairiroir withirr it In this 

way Portuguese supremacy was conrpletely established. 

Under Albuuuerciuo the Portugue.se power extended more widely, aird was roitiignui, 
more firmly seated, thiin before or since It cannot, however-, be wrth any pj-o- tiioim 
priety styled an empin', a.s it was not composed of coirtiguous territories, but 
ratlicr consisted of a vast number of Isolaitid forts, scattered over an immerrse 
extent of coatst, and situated at wide distances from each other. T’lre site.s were 
for the mo.st part admirably chosen, aud gave a complete control over all tlie 
great maritime thorouglrfares from the East Indies to Europe. In some I’cspects 
this mode of rule has its advantages over territoi-ial po,ssession. It is more 
ea,sily acquired, and admits of being maiirtained at a elieapor rate; but its 
stability is very precarious. The moment the command at sea is lost, it i.s 
necessarily extinguished This, however, was air event of which, during Albu- 
(p.ierijue's regency, there were no symptoms; and the fact that they began to be 
manife..sted not long after he disappeared from the aeeno, serves to impress ns 
with a higher idea of the -wisdom and vigour of his governmenL. When Ms 
courrtrymen hailed him as “ Great,” all impartial observers of Iris explpite were 
Vot. I. 
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voady to echo their acclamations His <:fr('atiicss, liowevci', was now dravviiii^ 
to a close. 

AYhilc at Ormu?; he had snfFcrcd inucli i'rom sickness, and Ihe .syni|)toins liad 
hccome sulllcicntly serious to make him hasten his de])artiire. d'her(‘ was no 
reason, however, to suspect a Fatal termination lie had only passed his sixtieth 
year, and seemed unbrolcou in constitution In truth, it was not diseasi' hut 
grief that killed him It is said that he had a])ph<Hl to his sovei'eigii I'oi'the 
title of Didxe of Goa His (memics took advantage of the cireumstaiua' in 
insinuate that he was cherishing schmnes of aiuhition, and ha,d ma.nih'sted, liy 
the arrogance of hi.s n.pplication, tin' tix'asonahh' pui-pose which he hail :it heart 
Once Duke of Goa, he woidd estahlish himselF in that Easti'rn nu*lropoli.s, and 
rule the whole Rast as absolute master 'J’lu'rci was little [ihuisiliility in tlu'se 
insiIluatio]e^; hut there xvas enough to Foi'iii tin', gi'ouiidwork ol a siieeessinl 
court intrigue Alhu(pic!r(pie, while opjiresscd hy siekuess, was y('(. dreaming 
of a ducal tith', when ho received tlu' mortirying intelligenee that Ihe mdy 
reward which he was to obtain For all his scawices was a simiminy di.smissal 
He was no longer viceroy; and as if Uiks avas nut (mongh, he ]\ad hi‘en siqx'r- 
Rcded to make way For his mortal enemy, Lope Hoa.rez The' shock wa,i more 
than he could hear; and when the, ve.ssel in which ho sailed arriv(‘d o(F Goa, h(' 
was iu a dying staio. On the first nows of his dismissal, he is said to have 
exclahmjd, '“Sue how it is! Love to my foUow-meu has hi'ought me into had 
odour with the king, and love to the king into bad odour with my I'ellow-tiKMi 
To the grave, then, old man, for it is now high time; to the grave!” One oF 
his last acts was to write a touching ]e,tt.er t(» King Emanuel, iu which, r('eom 
mending his son to his protection, he .says: “ I beguuath to him my propi'rty, 
which is of .small amount; Imt 1 also leave liim the obligation which my .service,s 
impose, and thi,s is great. In r(»gard to the alFairs of India, they will ,sp(>ak For 
lilui and foi’ me,” It was thought lie might bo able to reach Goa, hut dea,Lh 
advanced with .sncli rapid strides, that he breathed Iris last almo.st imnu'diately 
after the vessel hml cx’o.ssed the bar, on the ICth of Decomhor, 1515. He was 
hinied with great pomp at Goa; hut iu accordance with a retpiesi iu his will, 
iris remains, in 1506, were ti’ansported to Lisiron, 

After the cleatli of Alhucpierqxxe, ilie Portngm'se, powc'r began vi.sihly to 
liecline. “Up to tins time,” says Earia y Sousa, “the gentlemen had followed 
the dictates of true honour, esteeming their arras tlw; greatest riches; from this 
time forward, they so wholly gave themselves up to trading, that those wlnx 
ought to have been captains became merchants.” TIutc was, in .short, a gorroral 
and eager scramble fox' riches, fi'om the highest to the, lowest class of olllelals; 


and public was held subordinate and made .subservient to private interest. The 
very first proceedings of ^loavez; gave evidence of his incapacity. He had 
hronght with him a fleet of tliix'tcen sail, and, li.aving increased it by reinlorce- 
inents to twenty-seven sail, proceeded, in accordance with the oi'dera which ho 
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liad recuivoil iiL LifiLon, on iin expedition to the Red Sen, with the view of ad imi 
eiicounteriog ii large, Jloot wliieli the .Sidtan of Egypt was haid to he littiiig out 
at Suez On arriving olf Aden, Ijo found a large hrcach in the fortifioations, in 
couHe(|ueuce of a wicge whieli it had lately sustained; and so eouseious was the 
govei-nor of its defeneeless condition, that ho actually made Soarez an offer of 
tlie keys Thfj eoniplimbnt.s with which they were od'ered were so soothing to 
Ids vanity, that he returned tlio keys thus tendered, and desired the governor inencctiui 
to keep them for luni till his return, as ho was at presejit on an expedition Ifimi aLh. 
which a.dmitted of no <lohi 3 e He aecowlingly entered the Red Hea, and, after 
eruiziug about to no purpose, retraced hi,s step.s to Aden, and was very ninch 
astonished wlien, on aiiuonucing his arrival to the coinpliineutary governor, he 
reetdved, instead of the ke 3 \s, a proud defiance to come and take Lliem. The 
explanation was soon given The walls, which were defeneeh'ss on his fomrer 
visit, had, in tlie interval, been tlioroughly'-repau-ed. A hold stroke might yet 
have ])ut him in possession of the place, but Soarez was not the man to malce 
it; Uiud ho moved olf to attempt some petty capture. Even this was not per¬ 
mitted him, for nearly a tlurd of IukS fleet was destroyed in a storm, and he 
hastened hack to (Joa with the remainder. 


'J'iie native [uiiKies, vvlio had lieeii overawed hy' 7Uhu<iU0i’ipie, were jiot slow rwtugnew 
to discover the eharaeter of his sucees.sor, and take advantage of it. Both Goa .acuimuho 
and Maiaei'a, were seriously throateued, though as nuicli of ancient disciiiline 
still remained to wanl olf tlie danger. The only occurrences to compensate for 
these disastoTS wore the submission of the King of Goyloii, who, in 1517, agreed 
to become tributary to Portugal, and allow a fort to be built at Colombo; and 
the Huecesst’ul voyage of Eernando Perez dc Andradn, wlio, in the same year, 
))enetrat('d to Oantou, and laid the foundation of a lucrative trade. 

Diego Lopez de Sequeira, who succeeded Soarez, was a man of a similar 
temper, ami instead of doing anything to retrieve the honenu- of the Portuguese 
arms, tarnished them still further by a dastardly retreat from Din, after 
appearing before it Avith one of the largest armaments which had ever sailed 
under Portuguese colours in the Indian Ocean. Tie had in all forty ship,s, 
manned by fiOOO Portuguese, and 800 uative.s. On his arrival, on the 9th of 
February, 1521, ho sent a naossenger to Mullik Eiaz, with the old request for 
permission to build a fort, and a menace, that if it were refused, he would force Dmeo miicz 
it. The Clujcrat admiral told him to do his worst; and must have been as nomDiu. 
much pleased as surprised Avhen, instead of being attacked in. the style of which 
Almeida and Albuquerque had given examplo.s, he saw the Portuguese fleet 
weigh anchor, and gradually disappear from the coast. The fortifications, it 
seems, had been strengthened; and Lopez, after endeavouring to shelter himself 
by calling a council of war, wlu'cli stuictioued his cowardice, decided that the 
attack was too hazardous to be attempted. 

This disgrgcefid retreat was not lost uppii the native princes, and in tlie 
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f'()U 7 ',ye of ilui .siune yeiiv the PurLujfUCKo saw several loi’midalik' eoiuliitiaLions 
formed ag.ihisfc ilieia Mullik Kiaz dei'iued il uiiiuiei'.s.saiy a,tiy loiigi'r l,o .‘■leek' 
tlio proLeebiou of Id.s ballerie.s at Din, and, .sailing onL, (‘onverlod the l^ortnguese 
retreat into a flight, taking one of tlunr .slops and di.spor.sing tlu‘ re.st Not 
satisfied with this Hiieeoss, ho eontinned his course to Ohoul, where the I’ortn 
g'ueso Were engaged in kuilding a factory, again dcfi'ated tlunn, and remained 
off the port for twenty days, cutting off all eoinmnnication hotween tlu‘ factor) 
and the Portuguese (loot, which kept hovering outside, wlLlunit oll'ering hattle, 
or attoinjitiug to force a pass.igi' In proportion a.s Portuguese pusillaidmity 
increased, their assailants l.ieeame einboldeiicd, and Adel IChan, in I niiide 
his a])[)earanec once more in the vicinity of (loa. d'he. city was too well fortilled 
to rim much risk, Imt all the adjoining territory was occupied, and once mor(‘ 
acknowledged the supivm.iey of the Iviug of llejupoor. 

In 1,")27 till' iiu])OH of the Portnguosi' wi'ro much revived hy a decisive vietory 
gained at Ohoul over tiu' Uuji'rat lleet, which consisted of eighty-three vi'ssels 
Of Llieso, .scvouty-threc were burned, destroyed, or driven ashore. Hector dc 
Silvoini, the victor, following his advantage, proceeded up to the head of the 
Pay, where Bombay now stands, to Taiundi, and then uortliwai’ds to Ilassein, 
levying eoiitvibatious from both places, ami compelling both to become trilmtary. 
Three yeans after, hi.s brother', Antonio de Bilvcim, with a fleet of llfty-one 
ves.sels, crossed the bar of the river Taptee, and, t'orchig his way uji to Surat, 
s'acked and Vjunied it. In the, following year Daman, a large town situated on 
the same coa.st, .shared the .same fate. 

Tliese,, however', wi're only desultory attack's, preparatory to a great elforl 
about to lie made for the oaptni'c of Din. The King of Portugal, iri'itati'd at 
having been .so often bafiled in his attempts to take it, .sent ont pi'ri'iuptor^ 
orders to obtain poKse.ssion of it on any terms! Tire pi'epar'a,tiou,s were on a 
.scale far exceeding in magnitude anything tliat the Portiigiu'se had ('ver lu'fore 
attempted. Tlie expedition had its rendezvous in Bombay liaj'bour, wlu're it 
mnstered TOO vessels of all desci'iptioirs, having on board 22,200 men. Of the.se, 
3G00 .so]dier'.s and 1400 sailoi's were Europeans. On the Kith Pebmai'y, I,nil, 
the expedition, oommanded by Nrmuo do Gnuha, governor of India,, arrived 
off Dili. Nine days before, it had attacked the town and i.slami of .Pet, oi' Ikp’L, 
which lie.s not far from tlu; south side of the entrance to the Gulf of Gnteli, 
and was .strongly forthied both by iiaturo and art, 11 was (,aken with a loss 
of 18,000 men and sixty cannon to the enemy, and with Llu' Iohh of only twelve 
men to the Portugue.se. The victory, however, groat as it .seemed, was in fact a 
disaster. Among the twelve .slain waa licctor do Silvc'ira., the limn of the ileet; 
%vlul6 the time lost was ,so diligently improved liy the onemy, tliat Din was 
rendered all but impregnable. The defence was conducted by Mnstapha Khan, 
an European Turk, with so much courage and ability, that all the ellbi'ts of the 
besiegers proved fruitless, and they found it necessai'y, at the end of a month, 
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U> retire According to the PorLuguose accounts, the streugth of the place was a d wh 
the solo ciuiso oi' failure; but the Mahojiietair lastoriaiis add that the inimethate 
cause of raising the siege was the approacli of Bahadur Shah, then ruler of 
({ujerat, at the luju.d of a foriuidablc army. ’’I'liis .so frigliteucd tlic Portuguc.se, 
that tliey made a precipitate retreat, leaving tlieir giurs behind tliein One of 
these is .said to have been “ the largest ever before seen in India, and required 
a machine to be eon.structcd for conveying it to Chaiupancre." The Poitugue.sc, 
to avenge Llicmsclve.s for their defeat, burned a groat iiumhcr of town,s upon the 
coast and eouimitted fearful devastation. 

NotvvitlisLiUidiiig their di.seoiulituro, the PorLugue.se liad not abandoned tlie iniiaiiiir, 
hopci of l)inug yet able to make thcmHolve.s masters of I)iu. If direct force ('"jemt 
failed, policy might yet succeed. Ohand Khan, a brother of .Bahadur, was at 
first set U[) as a competitor for the throne, and when this failed, a league was 
formed with Ploomayoou, King of Delhi, who, regarding Baliadim as a revolted 
va,ssal, luul invaded Clujei-at. Baliadur, thus prp,sscd on all sides, wa.s oldigod to 
make his choice between .submission to the King of Delhi, and suhniis.sion to 
the Portuguese. He preferred the latter; and accordingly, in 1534, concluded 
a treaty by which he coded Basseiii, which was thencofortli to bo the only port 
at Avhich vessels .sailiiig from India were to pay duties and bako out clearances. 

He fui'bhm' ('ngiig('(l not to as.sist the Turkish fleets in the Indian .seas. 

T’his treaty gave him only a very partial relief. It made the Portuguese nH^.viiiaticij 
his fj'ioiuls, Imt made him more ol)uoxioiis than ever to the King of Delhi, who, 
following u[) the advautago.s which he had gained, obliged him to take refuge 
in Diu Here, as tho assistance of the Portuguc.se wa,s indispensable to him, he 
was obliged to purchase it by giving them permission to build a fortified factory, 

As the work proceeded Bahadur became more and more uneasy, and besides 
entering into communieatiou -with tire Turks, is said to have formed a plot for 
tlu^ destruction of his Portugaescj alUe.s. The .statements on the subject by the 
Portuguese and the Mahometans vary so much, that it is difficult to pronomree 
betwcim them Tho probability is, that both parties were auxioirs to he quit 
of each other, ami that thus there were plots and counter-plots. All that can 
now he considered certain i.s, that a fi'ay commenced, and tliafc Bahadur, who 
was on a visit to the Portuguese admiral, having fallen or leaped into the sea, a 
Portugue.se .sailor threw a boarding-pike at him, whicli pierced his skull, and moiioatti 
kilt'd him on the spot. Were the question to bo decided on the principle of 
cal bono, the decision would noee.ssarily bo given against the Portugiie.se; for 
wliih) Baliadur lost his life, they gained the island of Din. 

They had not been long in po&session when an attempt was made to wrest 
it from them. It has been mentioned that when Bahadur repented of his 
conceH.sion. to the Portuguese, he applied for aid to the Turks. Solyman the 
Maguiftoent was then upon the throne of Constantinople. Tho application 
tliereforo could not have been made under more favourable circumstanoea 
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Siilyiiiau w;is a great and a successful wuiior, ,tnd his iiuagiiiiitioii Hied at (lie 
idea of esbablisliuig :iu additional eiiipiTc in the Kast Jicfove ,iny steps were 
taken, the news of Baliadurs death arrived, lint this only eoiilluned (he deler- 
iniiiatiou to fit out aii arinanieut on siieh a se.de as wontl insine tlii' eoiupiest 
of Diu Bor this purpose instiuctions were given to Solymaii, thi‘ lte_^ ptian 



pacha, to coiniiUince preparations iinnicdiately in the port of Kik'ji I'lus’i- ,i 
fleet of seventy-six gcdlejss, having 7000 Turkish Koldiers on hoard, was fi)rthwili!i 
ecpiipped; and, sailing under the eommand of the pacha, arrived off Diu in (he 
beginning of September, l/)37 

Though the danger had been foreseen, the Portuguese councils were a( (his 
time so dilatory and distracted, that no adcipiate- ])r('[m,r,itlons weie made to 
meet it. The govornmeut ot India had just beiui eonferred on (liireia de 
ISToronha, and tlic time which ought to have heen devoted to the ,su[i])ly of 
Diu with everything necessary to its defetice was spent in petty wpiabhles 
hetween the old governor and the new 'Die cons('(|nence was, that when the 
T urkish fleet arrived, the gar-rison consisted onlj^ of ahout (iOQ lui'ii, many of 
tliem sickly Nor was this the woi’st Both ainnnmltion and jirovisions were 
so deficient, that nothing could save the place from ca])ture if tlu' .siegiv was 
persisted in or relief did not arrive. Nor was the Tru’kisli tlu* only ariiiaiiient 
wliich the Portuguese had to fear. A (lujerat army, estimated at 20,000 men, 
was in the vicinity, ready to co-operate with the besiegers 

Snell was the apparently desperate state of matters when tlie governor, 
Antonio dc bilveira, unable to maintain a footing in the town, shut himself up 
m the fort In himself, however, he Wius erprnl to a liost, ].)oasessing not only 
military talents of the Irighest order, bub also tbe rare gift of infusing iiis 
own lieroic spirit into all who wore under his eommand. Not only was every 
soldier within the garrison prepared to do his duty, but tbe women, forgetting 
the^feebleness of their sex, fearlessly encountered every danger, and woi'ked with 
their own hands in repsuimg the walls ae tliey crumbled beneath the iiowcrful 
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'J'lii-ki.sli lu'Llllei'y. Tt is told of out; liidy, Amiii Fci'iiaiidcz, wife of a pli^-sician, 
tIiii,L l)y nioliL isho viowod all tlu; jjosfcs, and iliuiiig the assaults stood by 
('iK'ouraging tho soldiers Hhe over) saw hoi- own sou struck down by a canuoii- 
b;dl, bub, insti-ad of giving way to the agony she must have felt, drew his body 
asidi-, rutiiniud to her post, and only after the assault had boeu repulsed went hi 
bury him 

It was impossible, however, that the defoiiee could last much longer 
Mvery new assault thiunod the uuiuliers of the garrison, and seareedy as many 
reiua/med as could make even a show of resistance, when a breach was made. 
'I’he jjDvonior saw uofchiiig hci'orc liijn but dcatl) or muTonder, and was- mviin’- 
way to the gloomiest furehmlings, when, to his unspeakable delight, the siege 
was raise.d 'PIk) Turkish commamler, when dispirited by the failure of one of 
his greatest elforts, rocoived Llio startling intolligcnco that ajioworful Tortuguesc 
licet was at hand; and, without staying to ascertain its accinvcy, made oil’with 
the, utmost [ireeipitation It turued out to bo a false rumour, invented and 
eivoulated, strangi' to siry, by Ivhojah Zufai', a renegade 'Pink, of Italian origin, 
who comma luletl tlu' (lujorat forces. Tlis pride had been reiicaterlly ollcnded 
by the arrogance of Solyman Pacha; and ho had, moreover’, aseertaiueil that the 
'Purks were determiiiod, if tlu'y gained the place, to retain it as a permanent 
pohsi'ssion "Phere was thus oidy a choice of imrstcrs; and as the Portuguo.se 
stjcnu'd the more tolerable of the two, Zofar had given them the preference. 

After Kiioj’ali Zolar iiad rid himself of hi,s Turkish allies by thi.s .stratagem, 
h(‘ enti'red into friendly conimuuieatious with the Portuguese, but at the Himio 
time t(Jok .several steps wliioli couvitieeil them tliat enmity was rankling at his 
hisu-L ll(' was in the highest po.s.siblo favour with the King of Gujerat; and 
feeling .satisfied tirat that sovereign’s comphitc ascendouny in the peniu.sula 
would best seouro his own aggrandizemont, Ava.s preparral to adopt any niean.s, 
hoAvever unscrujmlons, that promisrsl to expel the, Portuguese. Kis first 
attempt was an infamous plot, in Avhich he, etidoavonrcd to poison the water of 
an Iuuueu,sc cistoru which sujrplieil the garrison, and to set fire to the magazine. 
Wlu'ii this plot failed, he attempted to build a wall which would haAm comidetely 
i.solalA'd the fori, fruin the toAvii The Portuguese ohje,cted; and the foundation 
for a ('[uarrel being thus laid, ho had no .sooner ccnnpleled his preparations, 
in 15 bj, than ho nvida an open tleclai’ation of war. 

Mascarenhas, the commander of Diu, made the bast arrangoraonts pos,s'il}le. 
in the, eircurustancGs; but his means being inadequate, ho lo.st no time in 
acquainting J nan do Castro of his danger. Zofar, at the same time, aAvare of lii.s 
advantage, resolved to assault the place before sucemu- could arrive. With this 
view ho prepared an imraenso floatmg bitttery, and, filbng it AAuth heavy ai-til- 
Icrj, caused it to be .steered Qppo.sit0 to the gea-baation, in the liope of making 
Hucli a breach in it as would give him access into the fort, It proved a Awy 
clumsy device, for before be could bring it to bear the garrison made a night 
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vD.rjt'i attaelc upon it, aiul, Kcttiiig fire) to it, lilcwifc into tho air. Zola.rs uckI, |ilau was 
” to i'oni])lL'te tho wall already mouLioiijil, a,iid to luoiiut it vvitli ramioii, which 
Zdf.ir'i ke[>t up an iuccbsaiifc and crushing’ fire on tlie lort. One ol the piece.s ol ordnance 
tiicBiJiu \Yi\H ()[‘ extraordiuMiy size, :uul Ix-^iag inina^i^’cu hy an ov|)('i'L I^r^‘n^‘h rtnuyatu') 
did consideivihle damage Every nhot I'roni it i.s .said to havi' shoolc l.h(‘ island, 

and made picuca oF the fort to lly. Idaieiiily for tlu' Ije.siegi'd, one ol tlicdi’ ,sliot 
killed the Freuclnnan, and the gunner vv^ho siici’eeded him managed so awk 
wardly that his great gun did move harm to his own [)a,i'ty than to tlie I’ortu 
guo.se. While the siege wuis tlnis [iroceoding, tlx' ICing el (Injerat ai'rlved. It 
seems tliat Zol'ar had hecome .so eonlhhuit ol'sneeess, that he had inviteil him to 
come and witne.s.s it It proved hotter work than he liad aniiei^iatrsl; and the 
[jiisillajiimous prinoe w.-is .so terrified hy a chaiiee hall whicli lighted on lii.s tent 
and killed one of his attendants, tliat lie lied, and never looked behind him till 
ho was far oil the way hack to his capital. A still more loidunate shot Ivilleil 
laiikiiiud Zufar hhnself. d'lus gfive tlie oxliausfisl gai’i’isun some n’Spite; IniL it was of 
short duration, for Ttonini IClian, Zofar’.s sou, succeeded him, aud, not satisfied 
with tho slow jn'oeess vviiieh had In'tlierto been pursued, made a genera! assaiiK. 
It failed, but .scarcely a day passed witiiout some new attempt. I.o foi’ee an 
entrance into the place. 

The siege had now la,sLed several months, while tlie pre])araUons a-t (loa 
proved ,so dilatory, that the only rcliel' sent to the garrison consisted of (wo 
insignificant dotaclunents, the one commanded by Fernando do (Ja.stro, the 
I’mgios.s of governor's son, and the other hy Don Alvaro, tl’lie latter consisbsl of '1(10 luea, 
aud bi’ouglit BuppUes of a.niinunitiou aud provision, when they were just on the 
point of bedng exhausted. The Portuguese were so elated that they disdained 
to he cooped uj) any longer in the fort, aud almost eompulled MaHCiU'enhas 
against his better judgment to lead them out. They paid dearly for their ra.sh 
neB.s, and retreated with such pi-ecipltation, that they had the gnsitest dilUiadly 
in preventing the enemy from entering tlic fort along with them, Among the 
slain was the governor’s own son. 

This domestic misfortune .seems to have had tho ctfeot of liastcning I)(* 
Castro’.s departure from Goa, Wliat the cause of d('lay was is not e.xplaiued; 
but itgive,s a ])Oor idea of his energy and resource's to learn, that at the end of 
eight month.s, while one of the mo.st im](orta.nt stations which the Portuguese, 
posse.9sod in the East, and the acciui,sitiori of which had cost tliom uiore than 
any other, was in the mo,st innuinent dfuigor, hi,s preparations were for the 
Tiraflmaiy fii'st time considered to be complete. Hia licet, which cousistod of ninety- 
Ca Qmw. three sad, lost some time m committing barharitHi,s at varions localities on tho 
coast, but at last, in 151.5, was observed from Din. The result was not long 
doubtrul. After relieving the gan-ison, De Castro marched out at the head 
of his troops and gained a signal victory. Tho fall of the town followed of 
course, and the Portuguese acted, ns they almost invariably did on .such occa- 
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•sioHK, l)y indiilniny ia horrid atroeitios. “Tlie wunieii owa^.ipd not Ujt* fate of \ o jiro 
the uu'ii, !uid (‘hlldren were Klahi at. Llioir luotliera’ breasts” 

'I’lie victojy which Jdo Castro had gained vvas not very reiiiarkiible. His 
trO()[)s lior(> a eonsideralile proportion to tho.se of the enemy, and with the supe¬ 
riority of discipline which they possessed, it would have been disgraceful to him 
not to have wiieceedod. But the Portuguese, in consequence of the decline of mcauui'a 
their powc'r, had for several years before enj'oyed few oi)porLunities of eelebratiiig “.lon'iwm 
a vietoiy, .and Lhereforo entered readily into tlie fcadings of the governor, 
who thought hiiuacdf entitled to lie received at Cloa witli all tlie magnifieenee of 
a Uoimui tiiumph, d’ho, gatc.s and streets wore hung with silk, aU plaee.s 
resoiimh'd with music ;u]d salvos of cauiion, and vesseds gaily ailorued covered 
tlie Irarliour. I'he governor on arrlviug at the gate, under a rich eatiO]) 3 ^ was 
presented with a crown of laurel, with which lie encircled Ids head, and a 
hranch of it which he carried in his hand; in front walked o)ie Friar Anthony, 
with a crucifix, as he had borne it in the light, and beside him an ofRcei- bearing 
the royal standard; behind was Jazar Khan, a Mooiisb chief, followed by COO 
ca])Lives in chains, ddio governor walked on leaves of gold and silver, and rich 
silk.s, the ladies from the windows tlu’owing flowers iqion him, and .sprinkling 
him with sweet water. On reading the account of this pompous procession, 
Oatherhio, Queen of Poi’tugal, shrewdly remarked, that “l)e Oasiro had overcoine 
like a Christian and triumphed like a heathen.” ITe did not long survive, his iriixiiuth 
trium]di; aud was on his deatli-licd when the honours sent out from Portugal to toi. 
rewM.i'd his vietoiy wore anuounced to him at Goa. Ho must have beexi a vain. 
ma,n, hut this failing was compeusated by niaiiy good qualitie.s. He was so 
zealous J'or the, public .service, that grief for the nii.serahle condition into which 
it had fallou is .said to have broken las heart; and he gave the bo.si proof of 
his hone,sty by dying in extreme poverty. One of his last acta was to make a 
formal ]irot(>st, which he desired to bo recorded, to the cflect that ‘'he had never 
made use of the king’.s nor any other man’s money, nor driven any trade to 
increase his own stock.” I'hc practicc.s of which he. thus .solemnly declared his 
imioceucc, undouhteclly prevailed to a great extent among the Portuguese 
ollicials, .and go I'ai' to account for the I'apidity with wdiicli Portugal fell from the 
high place which she once held in the East. From time to time, however, .she 
seemed to resume her ancient .spirit, and showed how much she might .still have 
heou able to accomplisli, Iiad men of spirit and integrity, instead of were couH 
intriguers, been placed at tlie helm of affahu 

In 1570, when Buis de Ataida was viceroy, one of the moat formidable 
combinationa into which the native princes had ever entered, was triumphantly Mv-opmiccf 
defeated. Ib was headed by the Deccan Kings of Ahmednuggur and Bejapoor, 
and a new zaraorin, who, undeterred hy the fate of Ids predecessor, was Bent on 
recovering all that had been wre.sted from him. Their common object was to i 

expel the Portuguese from the country, hut each had his own separate grieY~ 
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AD ance; and hpuco, tlionj^li the attack was .smiiiltaiieous, it was mndi- at Unav 
important stations—1)y the King of Aliiucilnuggar, at tihonl—by tlu‘ zaiuoi'in, 
at Chule, where a fort had been erected which overawed his ('a])ital at CJ.dicut— 
and by the King of iiejapoor, at Ooa 'flie last, as in eviny reH])Cct tlu' inosl 
memorable, is tlie only one to which it is in'cessary here to advert 

Ally Adil Shah, who was theai sc^vereign of Ii('japoor, having assembled an 
army of 100,000 foot and 3,),000 liorse, 21 tO elepliaiits and 3 ,j 0 [licees of 
cannon, suddenly descemled from one of the passes ol the Western (lliaiits into 
the Concan, and then, turning south, marched without o[)posltion njion floa 
No preparations had been made for this formidable attaek; and tUo govi'rnor, on 
mustering bis European troops, found that tliey did not exceed 700. llesich's 
tlicse be bad about 1300 monks, whose zeal and fanaticism compensated in some 
degree for their want of discipline, and a eoJisuhs-able numbei' of natives, on wliom 
no great cori/ideuee could be plat-ed Idis great security was in liis insular 
position, whieb, so long as be ludd the command at sea, made; it imjtossible for 
the enemy to attempt an apiu'oacli on any side 1)ut tlu; one which lay nearest to 
the mainland. Against this side, accordingly. Ally Adil yiiah iUr('eted all his 
efforts, and with such overp(twering numbers and pers<ivcrance, that 5000 imsi 
nII,lopiiiM'd.succeeded in passing over into the island. It was only a tempoi’ary siieec'ss; I'or 
the Portuguese, aware that if they made good their footing tlie jdaco mu.sL sur 
render, mustered all their strorigbli, and I)/ one great effort, in whieli tbo most 
heroic valour was displayed, cut their assailants to piec(;s, or drove them into 
the sea Ail}' Adil Hhah had no heart to renew the; combat; iuul, after iingv'ring 
for a short time, ioidc bis liual departure. More than 12,000 of bis troops bad 
pierished The attacks on Chonl and Cbale were e([ually nnsuceessbil New 
lustre was thus added to the Portuguoso arms; and many Avbo looked only at 
the sirrface imagined that their power bad never been established on a, firnu'r 
basi.s. Tlio.so Avlio looked deeper could jiot but see that the win do fabric U’a 
undeiTiiined aud tliveateiiing ruin. 

It would be Out of place here to examine in detail the ACirions causes to 
which the overthrow of Portuguese supremacy in the East is attrihul.ablo A 
few, however, may be briehy mentioned. One of the most obvious is tin; com¬ 
parative inditference of the Portuguese tbemselveK, AVlion they first doubled 
the Oape of Good Hope, India wtus the great goal for wliieh they we,re .striving, 
and all the exertions of which they were capable wore exclusively devoted to it 
By the discovery of Brazil a new interest was created, and gradually becinue 
the more absorbing because the more luciutivo of the two. A .small .state like 
Portugal wa.s unable to superintend the affairs of two mighty empire.s, .situated 
at the opposite extremities of the globe; and cxjierience seeiUH to have proAUh I 
that in. giving the preference to the American continent she made the wiser 
choice. Both empires, indeed, are now lost to licr; but in that of the West her 
own race of king.s still site enthroned. 
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AnotliL'i- fill ISO of Poftuguose doclme in the E:isfc he I'oiind in the state of ad i 5 =o 
E uropean polities. In 1580, after the short and inglorious reign of Ilemy tlio ~ 
(Jardinal, Portugal lost her national independence, and became subject to the 
bigoted and tyrannical rule of Pliilip 11 of Spain Site was tlius obliged toC',nv,,„f 
iollow in the wake f]t her more piowerlul neighbour, and see all her interests 
sacriliced in the pro.secutloii of ohjoebs ti-om wliich she could not possibly reap 
any advantiige. While her dt)mestic intere.sts wei'o sacriliced, it is not to he 
.sup[)o,ycd that Llio.so of her colonic,s were duly attended to. In connection 
with the degrading houdage to which Portugal was tlius reduced, we see a third 
cause of rapid decay in the hostility which Philip’s arrogance provokeil in other 
European states, Tile (Jiiited Provinces of Holland, after tlirowing off his yoke, 
continued at open war with him, and saw no quarter in which Lliey could so 
effectually resent the wroirg.s, and indemnify themselves for the losses they had 
.suffered, as in the East. To the same quarter tlie eye.y of the Englisli had long 
been turned; and aftei- they had Lriumplied gloriously over the Armada, which 
was bo liave enslaved them by a double yoke of the most intolerable description 
—the yoke of Spain and the yoke of Borne, all the friendly or prudential con- 
.sidoratioiLS whicli had prevented them from claiiuing a share in tlie Portugue.se 
Indian monopoly ceased to have any weight, and their determination to 
ostabllsli ail independent traffic in the East was openly avowed. Thus, at the 
very moment when Portugal was scarcely able to maiiitain her po.sition, even 
liad .slie 1)0011 left alone to deal with native powers after her own fashion, she 
saw hev.self brought hico to face with two mo.st formidable competitors. To 
these wo now turn. 


CHAPTEH IX 


Attompla to reach In(li.a by other routes than Hint of the —Their faihiro by tlie north-west ahd 
iKivth'Oiist—Tho aoulh-wost pasaago praotioabio but circuitous—Suporiorjty of the passage by tho 
Caiic gencraily rccogniMcl—Eirst yoyagos of tho EngUeh and Putoli by that raute. 



ENRY VII. of England had the reputation of being one of Maritime 
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fclio most onliglii-ciied moiiarchs of liia age, and iti mm, in lonKW. 
accordingly, Columbus hoped to find a patron at once able to 
I appreciate Ids grand scheme of discovery, and disposed to ad¬ 
vance tiie fmida necessary for carrying ,ifc into effect. TJnfoi'- 


tunately Henry, with all his talents, was of a penurious, avaricious temper, and 
remained so long in siwponse between tbe advantages to be gained by the 
ontcrpiise if it should succeed, and the pecuniary loss to whicli it would subject 
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him it‘ it Hhould prove a failure, that he lofifc the opportunity, and only .sijvnilied 
his intention to accept the .sevviee.s of the great Llenocw' navigator wIkui it was 
no longer possihle for liLni to obtain llicni iJefon* llartolonuneo i 'olninbu.s eouhl 
return to announce tlie anceess of liis mission to England, tlio discovery ol the 
New World had already been achieved, and his illusti ions broLlier was prose^ 
outing a .second voyage. 

The ilisap[)ointinent which rr('nry lelt appears in tlio readiin'ss witli whieb 
he entered into a rival .seheine of maritime di.soovery. A V('netiau of iJu' nanu' 
of John (Jabot, or Giov.anui Caboto, had beem settled hu’ some time at IbisLol, 
and to biin and his three .sons, Endovieo, Scsbastiano, and Eaimio, the English 
inonarcli, on the otii ol' Marcb, 1 I9(i, gninksl a clnirter, empowering them, in tlu' 
most imlimited beiTiis, to niah(' vo 30 iges of di.scnvery in his name, 'rhei-(' was 
mj groat liberality in the g'rant, for it eost him nothing; and while he- rcd'iised 
to hear any part of the oxpen.su, he was niggardly enough to stii)ula(-e fur a lU'th 
of the whole jirollt Siiu))ly for the privilege of s'ailiug uudor the Ihiglisli Hag, 
and hecoining govtivnors under the lihiglisli ('rovsni of any lamls which might be 
discovered, they were to beai' tlu* whole loss, and in the event of profit allow 
another to shave it with tlunn It gives a liigh ld(*a of Uie spirit of mariiime 
cuterpri.su in England at this period, tliat even when sultjeotud to such rigorous 
terms, a Venetian siraiigei*, and his tliis'c sous, were able to ill out live vessels 
fur an experimental voyage to the. West 

As a mercantile speculation the voyage <'n.tire]y huled ; but hy tlio diseover_> 
of Newfoundland and of the west coast of North America, a foundation was laid 
for the series uf uoloihes or plantations which, under the united inlluenees of 

freedom and oomnioree, have* maih* 
the language and not a h'W' of the 
most A'alucd institutions of England 
triiimjdiant in the western woild 
The aeeomiis of the eajdy proceeding,s 
of the Cahots are so indistinct, that 
it is (liflienlt to .say wlieilier om* or 
two voyages were made. 11‘, as .sei'ins 
mo.st proliable, there were two, bin* 
latter, wdiieh took place in 1'1!!8, was 
commanded l>y Beljastian, wlinse I'aine 
as a navigator ultimately blu'ow tlint 
of Ids fatlier and brothers into tlu* 
shade. At thi.s tiino, however, the 
encouragement he received was so 
small, that he quitted the .service of England for that of Spain, which .sliowod 
tire high sense entertained of his merits by giving him a .seat iii the council of 
the Indies, 
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AImhiI ihe smno time wiien England was afcfcciu]iting, tlioiigli with slow ad imh 
and faltering steps, to follow CJolunilms in Ids career of discovery, Portugal Artis 
not so entirely absorbed in the prosecution of discoveries in the direction of Africa 
as to be insensible to the vast changes wdiich might be anticipated from the dis .sJ.artu 
covery of a western woild, If, according to the idea tlien generally entertained 
by geographers, the northern extremity of America formed a roeky licadliind, 
with an open ,sca beyitnd it, then all the efforts which Portugal had made to 
discover a passage to Iiidia by" the south-east must [»rove in a great imsisure 
aljortive, because a much uoarer passage would enable the maritime nations of 
Western Europe to secure all the advantage,s for which she bad been striving. 

I’his was a danger Loo obvious and Iminliient to be overlooked; and therefore 
the Poi'tugueso no sooner Avere acipiainted 'vvith the discoveiy of the New 
Woi'ld, than tiioy determined on an exploratory voyage to the north-west, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether auch a pr.ictlcablo passage cxi.sted, and if 
it did, of securing a inouo])oly of it on the ground of priority of discovery. 

The onl.y Portuguese navigators wlarse names ligure in the voyages nndei’- 
taken with this view, were a father and three sons, heloAiging to the illustiiiJUb 
hou,s(' of OortereaL Of the. fatiier, John Vasi Cortereal, scarcely anytliing i,s 
known, and lumoe, probably because fiction has Vieon employed as a substitute 
for faei, it hiis been eoulldeutl.y maiutalued that lie reached the .shores of New- 
fbmidlaiid ('ven before (Jolmubus made his tirsL Amyage The proceedings of Ills 
son Gasiiai’ are better autheutiuated. In laOO, having been furnished by King 
Emanuel with two .ships, ho touched, first at Terceira, one of tlie Af:ore.s, and 
then .sailed north-AVi;,sL, in ihe ho})e of linding an ojAen ocean, by Avhich he could 
[lenetriite diri'otly to India. Having reached laud in the parallel of 50°, he 
pnrsned Ids course uortliAvards along the coast. Both from its position, and the 
deseri[)tion given of it, it must have formed part of Labrador, Avliich, accord¬ 
ingly, in the earliest niapa, bears not this name, hut that of Oortcrealis Pie 
advauciid to latitude GO’, but being deterred by the rigour of the climate and 
floating mountains of ice from proceeding far-ther, he seized llfty-seven of the 
natives, and carried them off to Portugal, Avliere, to Ida disgrace and that of Id.s 
.sovereign, tho.y apjioar to have been employed as slaves. Pie arrived at Li.sbon 
on the 8tii of October, 1501, and immediately resolved on another Amyage. 

Early in spring, liaA'ing completod Ids preparations, he again sot sail Avitli his 
two ve,s.sela, and steered directly for the most northerly point he had previously 
reached Eo far the voyage was prosperous; hut immediately after, a violent 
storm, in a sea covered with ioeherg.s, obliged the vessels to .separate. That 
in Avldch Gaspar saded Avas never heard of. 

As soon as tidings of the disaster reached Lisbon, a younger bi'other, of the MiRun 
name of Miguel, luistily fitted out three vessels, and set sail, Avitli the double 
object of searching for the missing ship, and folloAving up the coui'se of discovery^ 
which Gaspar had began. On a.rriving at that arm, of the Atlantic AvIiich 
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Li'aiicheH (iff between the coasfcH of Greenliuul ;iiul Lubriidov, tlie vessids ]i;nt(‘(l 
company, iu order tliat (‘acli miglit explore a separate^ entrance. The exjie- 
dient seoined judicionw, fait tlio result [iroved disastrous Gidy two of tlie 
vessels returned to PortugaT. iu the third Miguel a)i))ears to have met the same 
fate ns Gaspav. A third lirothm', Vasco Gaiie.s, inspired by tlie heroic spirit of 
fits familjr, volunteered to head a ik«w exjiedition; hut the Icing, thinking that 
enough had already liceii .sjicrilicisl in ent(;r[irises the success oi which seemed 
now more than jirobleniaticid, r(d'usod his consent, and the Portuguese di'sisted 
from any further attempt to diaimver a north-west passage to India, 

iShortly after the a,eoession of Henry Vlll. to the throne of Mugland an 
nttempt was made to revive the spirit of maritinu' ('uti'ipri.se, whieli his father 
during the latter yeans of Ids life had allowed to laugni.sh, hnt other oceipia- 
tions more (xnigmnal to his taste, though less eomhieivi' to his lionour, ,soon 
began to engross lleury’.s attention, and during his long reign llnglish maril,ime 
discovery presents an almost contuunnis hlanic 'I'lie only impori,aiii, exeejitiou 
i.s au expc'dition to the north-west in Behastian (!al*ot had jirohahly 

exjieeted that iSpain, to whieh he had transferred Ids si'iwico.s, wouhl employ 
them in an ('rideavour to ascertain the jiraetieability of a north-west pas.sage 
If this was ld,s hope, it Avas disappidnted; Ibr the magnificent territories which 
Spain was aespuriug in the more genial latitude of Mexico, and the iinnn'iise 
wealth Avldcli had iu consequence liogati to flow into inn’ treasury, ltdt lii'v 
little inclina,tion to prosc(;ute a hazardous and doubtful euterprisi' in the frozen 
regions of the North. Cabot, however, having gaiiu'd Ids t'arlit'sL laurel,s in 
this field, was determined not to ahaudon it, and I'ctnrnod to England, wiiere he 
had the satisfaction to learn that his services, again Amluuteered, were accepted, 
He was conlident of auccesa; and after entering Hudson',s Pay, eonsiden'd 1dm 
self on the fair Avay to Cataia, or Oldna, to whicli, according to Ids own strong 
expression, he “both could and would have gone,” when tlie opjio.sitiou of Sir 
Thomas Peart, under Avliorn, as Viee-adiuiral of England, lie held only a, suh- 
oi'diiiate command, and a failure of courage on the part of his cj-cav, ohliged 
him to rotiu-n. 

The failure of this expedition seemed to justify Henry iu tlie iqiathy ho 
had previoirsly manife.sted, and ten additional years had jiassi'd away, when 
his attention was once more called to the subject by an English merchant of the 
name of Robert Thorne, avIio, after a long re,sidcuce at ,Seville, had finally 
settled in London. Tliis gentleman, while in Spain, had formed a close con¬ 
nection with Sebastian Cabot, and become thoroughly imbued with Ids ideas as 
to the practicability of reaching the East Indies by some northeni outlet 
from the Atlantic. Seeing how completely the subject had fallen into abeyance', 
he presented a memorial to tlie king, iu Avhieh, after adverting to tlie mitural 
desh'6 which all princes have to extend their domiruons, and which Henry 
himself had evinced by his recent expedition to Franco, ho thus prn(,*e,eda 
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“Now 1, considering this yoiu- noble courage and desire, aiid also per- vo'is’r 
cc'iving that your grace m;iy, at your pleasure, to your greater glory, by a 
godly meauu. with little cost, pcrill, or labour to your grace, or auy of your 
subjects, amplilie ari<l inricb this your sayd rcabno, 1 know it is my boimden Tiiorno'a 
duoty to miiuifost thi.s sea-et unto your grace, which hitherto, as I suppose, 
liath beene hid; which is, that with a small .number of ships there may be 
di.scovered divers new land.s and kingdomes, in wlucli without doubt your grace 
.shall wiiinc perpetual glory, and your subjects infinite profite.” 

Tlio so-called “ secret,” tlms announced rather more pompously than the coni- 
parativcly trite ideas composing it seem to justify, was simply the po.ssibility 
of roacluug the East by a vf>yage northwards The memorial accordingly thus 
eontinue.s:—“There is left one way to dlscovei-, which is into the Northe; for 
that of the fouro partes of tlie worlde, three partes are discovered by other 
prince,s For out of Spaiiie they have discovered all the Indies and Seas 
Oooidentall, and out of Portingall all the Indies and Seas Orientall; so that 
by this part of the Orient and Occident they have encompassed the worlde.” 

The North heit\g thus the only field of maritime discovery nut foreclo.sed. 
the memorial, after adducing several pithy reasons why llejiry should imme¬ 
diately occupy it, enters into an explanation of the <lifloreut cour.ses which 
vessels fitteil out for discovery might take, and the results that might be anti¬ 
cipated The lirst object, of course, is to pass the pole; but of tliis, though 
really the crowiiiug diflloulty, Mr. Thorne makes light, and then proceeds:— 

“If they will go toward the Orient, they shall injoy the region of all the 
Tartarians that extend toward the mid-day, and from tlieiicc they may 1*111 lUX HJ-b 
go(', and ]i)rnceede to the Land oi' the Chinas, and from ilieiico to the land of 
Oatliaio Orientall, which i,s of all the maino land most Orientall that can he 
reckoned from our habitation And if from thonce they doe continue their 
navigatioji, following the coasts tliat returno toward the Occident, they shall 
fall in with Malaea, and so with all the Indies which we call Orientall, and fol- 
lowitig lihe Wii,y may retume hither hy the Cape of Buona Sperausa; and thn.s 
they shall coin[)as.s the wljole worlde. And if they will talce their course after 
tlu'y be past tlio Pole toward the Occident, they ahull goe to the hacke side of 
the New found huid, wliich of late Avas discovered hy your grace’s suhjccta, 
untill they come to the hacke .side and South Seas of the Iudie.s Occidental!. 

And .so continuing their voyage, thej’' may roturne thi'ougli the Streight of 
Magellan to thi.s countrey; and so they compass also the Avorld hy this Avay. 

And if they goe the thirde way, and a&er they he past the Pole, goe right 
toward tlie Polo Antartigue, and then decline toward the lands and islands 
.situated between the Tropikes and under the Equinoctiall, Avitbout doubt they 
shall find there the richest lands and islands of the Avorld, of golde, pi'ceious 
.stones, bahnes, spices, and oilier tliinges that we here esteeme most; which come 
out of strange countrie.s, and may roturne the same way,” The conclusion is 
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“ By this ifc appeavcth, yoiir grace liafcli uob onely a groal aflvanti!tg(' cl' blic 
I'lcboa, but also your subjects .shall not travell lialf oi’ tlie way that otiier doe 
■which go round about as afon'sayd ” 

Tliis uieiiioiial, though containing little that is new aiul umeh (hat i.s 
erroneous, .seemed worthy of (piotation, botli becau.se it give.s a good iu'couut 
of the views entertained by the best geographers of the period, and becau.se it 
a])pears to luive had the elfect of bestirring Henry to make a final ('(fort of 
maritime discovery. A.s it led to no impoitant I’esnlts, aiul the accounts of it 
are scanty in the extreme, it is nnnece.ssary to notice it further. In similar 
silence lies buried another expedition, undertaken, a few yiair.s after, at the 
e.-epeuse, not of the crown, but of a wealthy iidiabitant of London, who gave it 
an ajjpearance so attractive that the youths of family and foi'tune were iudiu'cd 
to embark along with him Neither lie nor his associati'.s were vcell ipialilied 
for the task which they had undertaken; and disastt'r followed disasler till 
fiunine induced them to the dire nece.ssity of eaunihalism. d'hi'y wei-e preparing 
to east lots for the next victim, when the. cajituro oi' a kreiich ve.ssel furnislied a, 
.small remnant with provisions and the mean.sof ngainiug iheir nalivc land. 

On the accession of Eelward VI., in I SIT, an era more favourable to mari¬ 
time enterprise was auticipatetl, and would (loubtle.ss have been rculizi'd had Ids 
life been prolonged, yehastiau Cabot, as ardent and sanguine as ever, had 
arrived; aud the youthful monarch, smitten with kindred enthusiasm, liad a,p' 
pointed him grand-pilot of England, with a lilieral salary, TTruhn' the stiumlns 
thus applied, a new scheme of discovery was soon arranged aud zealously sipi- 
portod by London mercliante, “men of great wisdom a,nd gravity.’’ b’.ohert 
Thorne, in the memorial above quoted, had pointed out three dilferent directions 
in which e.xperimontal voyages might be made. Tditherto only one of them ha.d 
been tried, but the results wore most discouraging; and it wa,s therefore r('Solv(‘d 
that the next voyage should change the direction, and endeavour to diseovi'r a 
passage to the Indies by the north-ea,st. 

The requisite funds, amounting to ,116000, wore rai.sed in share,s of 62.') euich, 
apportioned among the momhers of a kitid of joint-stock company I'oriiusl I'ur 
tliG puiqiGse. With this sum three Vessels were built, and iltted up in a .style 
with which Sebastian Cabot, who was govortior of the company, aud undertook 
the .management of its nautical affaii's, was >so well pleased a.s to dechire that 
“ the like was never in any realm .seen used or known.” The ehlef comma,ml was 
given to Sir Hugh Willoughby, who sailed in the jirlueipal vessel f Jndo,r liim, 
and in command of the second vessel, was Eichard Chancellor. Besides a seri(*s 
of iustnictions drawn up by Cabot for the guidaueo of the officers and crew, the 
expedition was furni.shed by King Edward with a letter addrcfised to a.l] “kings, 
pirinces, rulers, judge.s, and governors of the. cai-th,” requesting tlumi “ to penuit 
unto these our servants free passage by your regions and dorninlona, for they 
BliaE not touch anything of yours unwilling unto you,” and promising “ by the 
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God of all tilings that are contained in heaven, earth, and the sea, and bj- the 
life and tranquillity of our kingdoms, that we will with like Inunanity accept 
your servants if at any time tliey shall come to our Idngdoms.” On the 10th 
May, 1553, the tliree, vessels dropped down to Greenwich, wliere the court and 
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ii vast assemblage from all quarters witnessed their departure amid salvos of 
artillery and the shouting of the mariners, “ in sucli sort that the sky rang with 
the noise tliereof,” 

After leaving- the river, the vessels were detained on the Esse.x: coast tiU tlie 
23d, wlien, the winds Ijecoraing hrvoui'able, they began their course acro,s,s the 
t,Terman Ocean. On the I4th of Jidy they had reached lat. GSV among the 
ishmrLs of the Norway coast, and not long after came within sight of tlie North 
Cape, Their intention was to remain together; but in. the event of. tlieir being 
obliged to paz-t coinpany, Wardhuys, in Finmark, was appointed as tlie port of 
rondezvou.s. The coiitiiigenoy th.ua provided for happened sooner than ;i.ny had 
anticiiiated, and with very fatal re.snlts. Sliortly after passing the cape, the 
weal/her became so stormy that the vessels were forced out to sea, and driven at 
the mercy of the wind.s. Willoughby, whose skill and caution seem not to have 
been, equal to his courage, carried so much sail that Chancellor was unable to 
keep up with liim, and never saw him more. His fate remained unknomi:,till 
some Russian sailors discovered two tall vessels frozen in on the coast of'Lap- 
land. On entering them, they found the lifeles,s bodies of Willoughby, and his 
cQinpaukmvS. Along Avith: the jomnial of the voyage was. a note; sllowingv: by its; 
date, that the crews were alive in January, 1554. . They had reached the coast 
of Nova Zernbla vvithdut being ables;:t.p lahd npoii it,'; and then penetrated . BtOl 
deeper into the abysses; of the Aa’ctic .QcearLV -OonAdnchd a^ 
they retraced their steps,: and in:.retm-nlng westAvard, unfortunately m.i8sed: the 
opening of the Wbite Sea, within which they might‘have found a .siieltei-eil 
anchorage. On reaching the coast beyond, they had resolved to make it blicir 
iwipfcor i-;quarter^' ,iiif endiiig; 

Before it arrived the Intense cold had frozen them tb'death. 
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(JliauCL'llur was more fortunate By kcojiing noar the coast lie had nsaclied 
Wardluiy.s witliont much difticulty; and after waiting sovi'ii dajs in (he liope 
that the other vessels might arrive, eoutinued his cnnrsi' “till hi' eamo at last 
to the ]ilaee where he found no night at all, but a continued ligjit and hright- 
iiess of the .sun, shining clearly ii^wn the groat and mighty sea ” Ultimal.ely he 
was carried into the White (Sea, and anchored in the harbour of Arehangx'l On 
learning that it formed paih of the vast dominions of the Cziir of Mnsi'ovy, he 
determined on visiting his capital of Mo.seow; and hy inean.s of the letter wliieh 
ho carried from his sovenugn, and his own address, obtained such a favoiirahh' 
reception from the reigning sovereign, Ivan Viusilovitsch, as miahled him to lay 
the foLuidatiou of the Muscovy or Russian Oompany on vesy advantageous 
terms The important traffic secured hy this company withdri'w attmitiou, for 
a time, from the north-east passage; and many weri' even so .sanguiiu' as to 
imagine that by this company alone it might he possible to establish an inter¬ 
course with India, hy which the necessity of any other pas,sage would he in a 
groat moasuw' .superseded 

I’ho plan was to make Archangel the starting point, and then, striking th(' 
Volga whore it lirst becomes nawigahle, sail down into the Caspian, and tlm.s 
form a communiea.tion with the ancient overland routes from the East. Jour¬ 
neys, with a view to the e.stablishmcnL of this communication, were actually 
undertaken, and several of tlie travellers employed pe:ietrated far into the in 
terior of Asia. The whole scheme, however, was a delusion T'hu Venetians, 
when in complete eominand of the overland traffic liy much shorLi'r a,ml mori* 
convenient routes, had been driven from all the leading markets of Kurope hy 
the Portuguese. How, then, covdd the Russian Oompany hope to compete with 
them, when, in addition to the carriage paid l)y the Venetian,s, they wiau hui'- 
deiied with at lea.st 2000 miles of ex]jensivo tvanH[)ort, ])art of it over an ocean 
always dangerous, and during half the year rendered inaccessible, hy mountains 
of ice? 

These comsideratioiis soon opeued men’s eyes to the hoj>elessness t)f (i.stahlish- 
ing a profitable traffic with India hy the way of theMhite Bea, and tin' explora¬ 
tion of the north-east and north-west passages was re.sumed more ai’dently ilian 
ever. The latter passage, indeed, continued to he explored long after the impos- 
^ ih Irty of usm^ it a.s an ocean thoroughfare to the East was universally recog¬ 
nized; and even in our own times, in the formidable task of exploring Ibis 
pas,sage, some of oiu’ mo.st distinguished British navig.ators have earned their 
best laurels, and some of them, too, have unhappily jtOTi.shed, The uorth-cast 
passage, which at one time seemed the more hopeful of the two, was sooner aban¬ 
doned, hut not before the utmost skill and hardihood both of British and Hutch 
seamen had been expended upon it in vain. Some of their attempts, oonsitlercd 
as preliminary steps in the process which eventually brought them into direct 
collision with the Portuguese, are hero entitled to at least a ptissiiig notice. 
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About tlie Llino when the Muscovy-Indian scheme proved al)ortive, some ad isso 
accui'atc kiiowludg'e wsis obtained of the great Asiatic rivers, the Obe and 
Yenisei; and tierard Mercator, the celelnated cosinographer, \vhcn consulted 
on the subject, gave it as his o])inion tliat at no great distance beyond tire point 
vvhicli navigatoi'.s had already readied, a great hcailland, then supposed to form 
the north-east exti'enuty ol Asia, would he, found. This headland once pas.sed, 
nothing more was neco.ssary Llran to turn south, and steer directly for Japan and 
China. I'his was an enormous hlunder, for it cut off, jit oire sweep, more than 
a ti.nirth of the whole circumlereucc of the gloho; hut it is only fair to Mercator 
to ob,serve, that it was not so lunch his lilundcr as the common hlunder of the 
time, lor all his coniemporarie.s shared it with him 

In aecoi'danee with Mercator’s ojiiniou, tlic great jiroblem of a north-cast pas- Woi-ti. e.i=t 
sago to India now seemed on the eve of receiving a favonrahlo solution. In 1 oSO, Hg.wua 
two Jinglish VGS.sols, utrder the eominand of Arthur Pet and Charlos Jackman, 
sailor! for Wardliuj'S, which tlmy readied on the 23d of Juno. A few days after, 
tlioy continued their voyage e.asUvavd, and on a^ipvoadiing Nova Zemhla nar¬ 
rowly oseaperl being emhedded in a field of ice. After disentangling tliemselve.s 
hy taldng a very circuitous route, they proceeded along an open passage, and had 
the .moriilicataou to discover that it formed a kind of cul de me, from which llioy 
had no pos.slhle outlet except liy retracing tlioAr ste]')s. This accomplished, tliej' 
had a most favourahle, wind, but fouiiel it iui[)ossible to avail themselves of it in 
CO 11 ,sequence of enormous icoliergs wliicli blocked up the course, leaving no space 
between, and along wliidi they could not steer without risking almost certain 
destruction. Tims obstructed, and obliged, as they piously express it, to wait 
with patience, “abiding tlio Lord’s leisure,’’ they did not arrive at Viugatz 
Straits till the middle of August. It Avas conseipientlj^ too late to advance 
further eastward, and the expedition returned without having added one 
jiarticlo to the iuforiiiatioii previously possessed. TIu' English, having found 
itioro necessary and hopeful employment in another cpiarter, desisted fur many 
years from all further attempts to discover a north-east passage, The task, 
however, insteatl of lieing abandoned, was only transferred to new hands. 

The United Provinces, after a lone, arduous, and noble struggle, h.ad achieved AUoinptii f.f 

^ ^ 'UAC../ tllQ D itcll 

their indeperideuce, and rid themselves for ever of the galling yoke of Spain. 

Even wliile groaning under that yoke, the untiring industry of the population, 
and the nan-ow scope for exercising it in a eonntry hemmed in on all sides, and 
constantly threatened by the sea, had turned their attention chiefly to eom- 
luciree. On tlie broad expanse of the ocean they found their true tbowagMare, 
and gradually rose to a foremost pJace among the maritime nations of Europe. 

Theii' own consumption was not great, but th^ir vessels were found in all seas 
actmg as common carriers for other nations. In this way they had obtained a 
large shaire in the Indian, trade, which had its emporium at Lisbon, to winch ilie 
goods Avere brought from the East by the Portuguese, and from which they were 
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fiffcerwarcls cliffaficrl over Europe. At tlic vc'vy Liuio when tlie DiiLoli .soonred, tho 
Portuguese ■were deprived ol’ their iiidepcudcuiec', P]iili[) 11 of Hj>irni havijig 
usiu’ped the ci'invii of Portngtd, and ini'orj)oratc'd its domiuioiis witli liis own 
Lisbon having, in conse(pienee, hiUen Into the hands ol'tlieir viudietive ('iieniy, the 
Dutch Avere, in l.lbl, completely OKchided from it 'I’he irijury thus inllictetl on 
their trade was at fii-st severely felt, Imt the only eni-ct w;is to insjiire tliem witii 
a determination not to rest till they had sueeeede.d in ('stahlishing a direct com 
iimnicatioii rvith the En,st 'I'he route by the L'ajte ol (lood Hope Avas now Avell 
known, ami as all th(> Portiig-uese posse.s,sionb had J'alleii vmder the [lowei' (d’ 
their declared enemy, they could luiAm no .scruple iu atta,eking Llieni Jn. tlu^ lir.st 
instance, however, they imitated the examjile of the Kngllsli, and ('udeavoui'cd 
to diseovor an indejAcndoiit route hy the uorthu'iust. 

Pile first e\;})('dition, imdertakeu hy a private company, with the .saaiction hut 
Avithout any diri'ct assistance from the States, con.sisted of four ve.ssels, iitidur the 
c'oramaiul of William Darentz They .sailed from the 'I'exel on the 5th of .luiu', 
1.51)1', find Oil fi[)proaehiug Novii Zcmhlii .sejiarated, tvi'u oJ’ the ves.sels taking the 
old route toward Vaigiitz Striiits, Avhllo the other two, under the command oi' 
Laretitz, adopted the bolder course of sailing northwards, with the view oi’ 
kee[»mg clear of the inas.ses of ice which clu,stei'od round the islaiul. Parents 
doe,s not seem to have justitiod his high roputiitiou as a soaman. Py thi’i Ist ol' 
August ho had not adA'oneed heyoud the north cxtrem’it}''of Nova Zemhhi, in 
lat 77", and then, clcterred hy the \doieiico of the Avind and Lh(‘ laige ttms.se.s of 
floating ie,e, prematurely detcriniuod to return The oilier dotachnienl. was 
more per.sevL'ring After w-orldug their Avay through Vaigfiiz Rtra,it,s, and .suc¬ 
ceeding, Avith much dillicidty, in .sailing round .some hnniense iceherg.s Avhich had 
threatened to bar their future progre.ss, the Iavo ve.ssids arriA^i'd at a lilue open 
soa, and saw the coast treudiug rapidly soutliAvards. It Avas only the, tJulf of 
Obo; but, led astray by Mercator’s Iiluuder, they believed that they liail donliled 
the north extremity of Asia, and conaei|uently discovered the jifissago of Avhich 
they Avei'e in search. It might have been expected, tluit instead of re.stiug .satis¬ 
fied Avith this couAnction tliey would li.ave emlea\mured to nuiki' assurance doubly 
sure, and preAnnrted the po.ssihility of mi.stake by advancing .some, hundred 
leagues into the sea, Avhich, if tlieir opinion had been correct, Avould liavc carried 
them directly to dapan Instead of this they immediately retraced (,heir steps, 
and having again joined Bareutz on the coa.sl of Ru.ssian Lfiplam), arrived in the 
Texel on the 10th of iScptemhcj-. 

The tidingAS Avhich they brought diffused universal joy; and tluA States- 
general, no longer .satisfied with giving a bare sanction, took the Iciwl, in 151 ) 5 , 
in fitting out a new expedition on a more extensive scale. It consisted of six 
vessels, intended not merely to explore, but to commeuco the traftic which, 
according to the general belief, was about to bo permanency osiablishod, and 
pour the wealth of the East into the ports of Holland,. Sixch being the expoota- 
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tlon, tlio arrangcmcuts were adapted to it; and the vcs^>el^^, instead of Leino- a d 
constrnotod aa Ijcforp to Lear tlu‘ j-ude shocks of the polar ice, were fi'amed in 
tlie manner best adapted for the rick cargoes of nn'rchauJi.se with which they 
wero laden The very idea of such an expedition lia<l originated in a gross 
oiTO)' ; but, as if this l)ad not been siifTicieiit, tlie period of sailing was protracted 
to the 2d of June, when nearly two niontlm of the season most favourable for 
a northern voyage were already past The vessels never got farther than the 
eastern entrance of the Straits of Vaigatz When they reached it, they were 
met by imuienso Ijodios of floating ice, against whicli they struggled manfuUy 
till the end of iSeptcinhcr. Then at last the conviction forced itself upon thorn 
that they were labouring in vain, and that nothing more remained than to tuiur 
their face liomowards. 

Not one of the results so confidently anticipated had been obtained. In ui^rpoiut 
proportiim to the extravagance of the expectation was tbe bitterness of the dis¬ 
appointment The Slates-general at once disconnected themselves with the 
pr(jJeot, and deemed it suflicient to Imld out a pecuniary reward to any indivi¬ 
dual or as.sociati(m who should first succeed in effecting the passage which they 
had themsolve.s attempted in vain Tlie town of Amsterdam at oneo took up 
the gauntlet which the government had thus in a manner thrown down; and 
wisely, in the meantime, ronouneiug all idea of traffic, fitted out two vessels 
solely for exploration Tlie command of the one was given to William Barentz, 
whose previous voyage has already been mentioned; and of the other to John 
Corncliz Ryp As some security against that longing for home, under the influ¬ 
ence of which the previous expeditions were supposed to have returned prema¬ 
turely, all blm individuals belonging to tlie expedition were munaiTied. 

The vessels sailed on the 10th of May, 1596; and, in order to avoid the miiBiiitiwi 
dimgers of the coast, sailed nearly due north. Gurronts and easterly wiiid.s amiRjp 
ciirried them so far west that they came in sight of the Shetland I.slc.s on the 
23i], Here the comuianders, wlio appear to have had ecpial powers, differed in 
ojiiiiiou. Barentz wished to tack about, and steer due oast; while Ryp, who 
argued that in this way they would oidy becoino entangled, like previous expedi¬ 
tious, among the lloating iccbei’gs of the Vaigatz vStraits, insisted on sailing 
NN. B His opinion lorcvailed They were soon in the depths of the Arctic 
Ocean, and after a dangerous and dreary navigation, constantly oLstructod by 
Helds of ico, reached the coast of Spitzhergeii, in hit 80°. They now changed 
their course, and, sailing south, arrived at Bear Island, which they had pre¬ 
viously pimsed Here the captains again differed in opinion; and, as on this 
occasion neither would yield, the vessels parted company. Ryp proceeded north, 
with the view of following the east coast of Spitzbergen, and ivas ultimately 
obliged to retrace, his steps without doing anjdhing which his contemporaries 
deemed worthy of being recorded. Barentz sailed E.S.E, and met with a 
series of adventures which, though they form a most interesting narrative, 
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V D 150 T would liei'c be out of place, as they llu'ow no new liglil on Llie attenpitecl norfh- 
east passage to ludia yuilice it to say, that, after wiutf'iing on the shore of 
Nov^a Zernl)la, he was obliged, in the dune of the lollovving year, to leavu* his 
ship enihedded in the ice, and set out, with the survivors of liis crew^ to luaice the 
voyage homewards in two small boats Aiuviety, fatigue, and the seveilLies of 
the climate had destroyed his health, and he died by the way. 11 is companions, 
after enduring alrao.st unparalleled hardships, rcacheil Kola, wlu're, to their 
astonishment and delight, they found fhe other vessel IVoin which they had been 
so long parted, and proceeded in it to Amsterdam. 

Homy The existence of a iiorth-cast passage' wins now virtually'- dis[iroved; and 

UiuiBuii though suhse<(ueut explorations took place, particularly by the celehrated navi¬ 

gator, Tlcnry lIiuLsoii, who wius (anployod i’or this junpose on one occasion by 
the English, and on another by the Dutch, it is unnecessary to trace them A.11 
reasonable men were now satisfied that no north-east passage to India, pi'ac- 
tieally availaldo for the ordiuaiy p\u'poscs of eoinmcrcc, existed; aud the only 
choice now remaining was between tins old beaten track of tlic J’ortiignesc' )iy 
tlio Gape of Gocul Hope, aud a south-wi'st passage l)y the southern extremity of 
the Amcricau eoiitiucut. Of the latter pas.sage a brief account must now be 
given. 

fwiitiinut The pracUeabliity of a south-west passage to the East was ]irovcil at a eom- 
p.sbii.o parativ(dy early [leriod, Fernando do Magellan, or more }>ro])erly Magalhai'iis, 

a native of Portugal, aftei' serving live 
years in the blast under Alhu(|uer(|ue, !uid 
dislinguisldng himself at Ihe taking of 
Maliieea, being dissatislied with the' nig¬ 
gardly manner in which ids service's Inul 
hejen rewareh'd, maele an oiibi’ eef Llu'm te) 
the llmpe'ror Charles V. 'I'lw'y \ve'r('. 
aceej)ted; and he. imnieelliitt'ly ])re'senteel 
the ])re)jeet of a voyage;, ley wlilcli he; ]»ro- 
posed to reach the East Indlers by sailing 
south-west. The great ohje'ct of attraction 
in that quarter was the Alolneoas, whie;h 

grew the finest spices. Tlu'se were then 
PE[®iNAiiDMA()Li,iAv—Fi-omaportaitliyF Solmii,! . , i , 

in iiuch Ingh and general reepiosL, that 

there was no branch of the Portuguese trade of whieih a share was mure; 
eagerly coveted. There was one great ohstacle in the way. The pope hiid 
divided the world into two halves. How could Charles, as a p)rofeHsed cham¬ 
pion of the church, appropriate any portion of the half which his holiness had 
given to the PoiTuguese? The trae way of loosing the knot was to cut it, and 



* In MicKion del vliimo Viage al estri^o de MagcHcfnea, Madrid, 1V87. 
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ti) iiuiiutiiiii tliiit, ill this instiiiicp, as in many others, tlie [)ope had ignorantly 
and ai roganily made free with a property which did not hclong to him The 
time for Midi a aohition of the difficulty was rapidly approaching, but it had not 
yet arrived, and Magalhaens undertook to rid Charles of his scruples by proving 
tliiit the Moluccas wore not in the Portuguese hut in the Spanish half. He 
wjis wrong in fict, but correct according to the idea then entertained of the 
dimensions of the globe It is probable, however, that the emperor was not 
difficult to .satisfy, as he afterwards showed, on many occasions, how easily he 
could disjio.se of Pajial chiinis when they interfered with any of his favourite 
political object.s Be thi.s as it may, Magalhaens obtained his wish. 

On the 20th of Septenihcr, 1519, lie sailed from Sanlncar in command of 
five shijis and 2ofi men On the 12th of January, 1530, ho reached the mouth 
of the La Plata, where he was detained fir some tinii by a mutiny of his men, 
who doomed it degradation to obey one whom they .stigmatized as a renegade 
Portuguese. By jinuh'noo and resolution he regained his ascendency; and 
towards the end of October began to enter the .strait which has since liorne his 
name On tlio 27tli of November lie obtained his first view of the Pacific, and, 
steering directly across it, missed all the islands by whicli it i.s .studded, and 
again saw laud for tlie first time on the Gtli of March, 1521, when he came in 
view of the islands whicli, from the thievish practices of the inhabitants, were 
named the LadroiuiH Ooufciiiiiing onwards, he arrived at the archi]lelago of St 
Lazarus, afterwards called the Plulippiue.s, in honour of Philiji II, While here, 
he induced tlie chief of tlie island of Zidiu to make a profession of Christianity, 
and become tributary to the King of Hpaiu, on condition of being as.si,sted in his 
war with the chief of the i,sland of Matan In fulfilling this condition* Magal- 
haeiis unfortunately last his life on the 2()th of April, L521. The circumnaviga¬ 
tion whicli he had so far Ksiiccessfully accomplished, was completed by Sebastian 
del Cano, who succeeded him in the command, and arrived at Sanlncar on the 
22d of September, 1522, by doubling the Cape of Good Hope from the eastward. 

Magalhaens’ voyage gave proof of two important facts—first, that there wa.s 
no phy,sical impossibility of reaching the East Indies by sailing west; and, 
secondly, that, under ordinary circumstances, this route never could become the 
ocean thoronghfore from Europe. It might ho used for .special piirpo.se.s, hut 
being fiir more circuitous, was also necessarily both more tedious and more 
expensive. Eurthcr notice of it would hence he mmecessai'y, were it not that 
an adventitious interest has been given to it as the rente which first led the 
Biiti.sh to the East, and furnished the information which determined them not 
to re.st satisfied till they had obtained a direct .sfiai'e in its traffic. Two of the 
voyages are, on this account, well entitled to special mention—^the one by Sir 
Francis Drake, and the other by Mr. Thomas Oavendish, 

After tlie accession of Queen Elizabeth, in 1558, and the decided refusal of 
her hand when impertinently asked by Philip II„ the friendly relations between 
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England and Spain were entii'dy at an end; and thongli liosiilitieh w('U‘ not 
openly declared, it was perfectly under,stood that, at lea,st on tlui paid ol S[iain, 

they W(‘re only delayeil in older that 
the pieparations for earijing tlusii 
on with elleet might hi' leiidered 
more complete, it is not sinprining 
that, under these circumsianeo.s, I’ri'- 
(jiient reneonnleiB took place ; and 
the nativc.s of eltlu'r eonntvy, when 
ever favonrahle opjiortniutii's oeeur- 
rod, made no semples of treating 
those of the other ns oiien enemie.s. 
In this kind of irregular, iiredatory 
rvarfarc, ii'riincis Drake, who, oiigin- 
nlly of olxsenre parenlage froni the 
vicinity of 'ravi.stuek, in Devonshire, 
had won a high name for valiinr and 
soamanship, partienlaiiydi,stingni,shed 
liiiuself. £Ie liad made two suece.ssful 
cruise,s against the Spaniards, and aecpiired so much wealth that he was alile, 
in 1577, to lit out a fleet of five small vo,sscls, witli an aggregate eivw of Kit 
men d’lio largest vessel, commanded by himai'lf, did not exceed 100 tons; the 
smallest was only 15 tons. With these be set ,sail from Plymouth on (he DKh 
ijf December, 1577, and steered directly across tlie 
Atlantic On the 20tli of August, 1578, be arrived 
in the Straits of Magalhaens, passed them, and then 
continued hi.s course iiortliwards along the we.st coast 
of America till he had reached 48° JN". latitude Ki' 
had probably proceeded tlms far in the hope of dis¬ 
covering some opening by wliicli be might again 
pass into the Atlantic. Disappointed in thi.s ex¬ 
pectation, he retraced hi.s .steps for about 10°, and 
then, with the only vessel now remaining of his 
original live, shot boldly across the Pacific. On the 
29th of Sejiteiubor, 1,579, he came in sight of the 
Moluccas. On the 4th of November he cast imclior at 
Temate Pie afterwards wound Ms way wo,stward 
among the i,sland.s of the Indian Archipelago, doubled the Cape of Good Hope, 



nilAKl’B AhlllOfMlI,' 

rioiil otlBllw) Hi BriemClill llnutlttl. 



Sill h'lUV IS IllUKI 

Alter II pU furo In tho Oolkotion ol ihe Mnrqnla < f 1 1 Uiltin 


> .Vmong tbe many relics of EngUnd’s naval lioroea 
enahrmed in that ttppiopriate repository, Grdetiwioh 
lloopilftl, f9\r are more inleroftting, faw afctrftol more 
attention, than tile aulijaot of the above engraving—^ 


tlio astrolabe, or iiwlmment for taking the altituilo 
of tho sun or htaro—cnioo bdongiiiB to the fainoua 
llralco, wbioli was qonlitnloted for liini prior to liiti 
first expedition to the "West Indies iu 
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and, on tlic 26Ui ot Sopteiubev, 15S0, casL iiiiclior again in tlio harbour of ad 

rjyjuouili 

It is presiimcd, Unit when Drake set out he had aii urnlerstariding with the 
govoriunent, but it was not deonicd politic to ackiiowh'dge it liis proceedings, 
as war liad nub been declared, were certainly of ti piratical 
chai-acter; and when the Spanish coiut complained of 
thorn, it was easier to disavow his authority than to 
apologize for his conduct The nation, howcvoi-, was so 
much elated by his achievoinentH, and the determination 
to profit by the infonuatioji which ho had brought home 
was so unanimous, Uiat Queen Rlizahetli, after standing 
aloof fur somi! time, threw aside all reserve, publicly 
visited Idiu on b(jard his ship at Deptford, and attested 
her appj'ohation of his conduct by couferriug upon him 
the honour of knigditliood. A few years later. Sir Francis 
Drake again awalceneil the jmhlic mind to the importance 
of ilio tra(h' with India hy the capture of a Portuguese 
('ai'vaek, whoso cargo of almost fahiilous value iu(laine<l 
th(‘ imagination, while its papers and journals furnished 
most important in(bimati(ju as to the means by wliieli a direct tra,de Avith India 
might be most easily established, and most sueeessfully carried on 

In ]o8(i, about two years before Drake bad made this capture, Mr. Thomas Timmai. 
Oavendish eommenced the other voyage hy the Straits of Magalhaens above 

referred to. His fleet of three shills, 
fitted out at his own expense, wa.s 
manned by 12(5 officers and sailors, seve¬ 
ral of whom had accompanied Drake 
wlien ho circumnavigated the globe 
The expedition sailed on the 21st of 
July; and, following the course which-am for tim 

Pacific 

Dj'ake had taken, proceeded tlmough the 
HLraits of Magalhaens, skirted the west 
coast of America, making many rich 
captures, and committing much unjus¬ 
tifiable do captation; and then steered 
across the Pacific for the Ladi ones, whicl i 
were reached on the Sd of January, 

1587 The future course of the voyage 
is thus summed up by Cavendisii him- 
lord-chamberlain, dated 9th September, 

1588, he says,—> 

“1 am tuimUy to desire your honour to intiks knoiven unto her majesty the deuire I have 
Vo/.. X. 



TtlOMrSiB CAVL'hDlS}H.-~-Klom » plillt t*y 

self. In. fi loiter to Lord Hunsdon, 
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i'i8H liii-O I'J i-lKt' sei-vici- in (lie jierformiuiee of iliia voyngo. And as il Iialli jileased (Joil 

-1,0 give her tlu‘ vitlovy ovtii- pavL of Imr eiK-iiiics, so I ti list, you long to see Uci' o\ ei Lhrowc t.lioiu 

all. For (he iilaces of their \veal(.li, whereby they have uiiuidaincd and made then- wariv.s, are 
now perfectly discovered ; and if it jilease her ni.ijesly, with a very amal power slie may take Urn 
h])oile of theiLi all. it hath p]ea,sed (lie Ahuiglity to Hiiil'er too to eirrunipasse I he whole globe 
of the worlde, entering in at the Streiglit of JMagellaii, and leturning by Ibe ('ajie of flnena 
('.uemlnli'i, Mspiiraii^'.i. Ill which voyage f have either discovered or brought certain intelligence of all 
hu'in^ig'i jilaces of the world that ever were Icnoweii or diseovered by any C'liristian. 1 navi¬ 

gated aloiigst the coast of Chili, Peru, and Niieva Mspanna, where 1 niailo great spoilo.s; f 
hnmt and auuk nineteen .sailea of ship,s, small and great. All the village.s and Lownes that ever 
r landed at I burnt and sjioileil; and had L not heiie. discovered ii\iou the coast 1 had taken 
great quaiititic of treasure. The matter of most [irofit unto me was a great .shiji of Ihu kiiig’n 
whicli I look at California, which .ship came from tiie I'iiiiijijhnaB, being one of tlie Tiche.st 
of meridnunlise that evmr jiassnd those seas, as the king’s register and merchant.s’ accounts did 

shew'; fur it did auioimt in vahio to-in jVIexico to lio soldo. Wdiicli goods (for that my 

ships were not able to eonleine the lea.st part of them) I was inforced hi .set, on fire. From 
the Caiie of California, being the uttermost part of all Niieva Ks|iaiinii, I navigated to the 
islands of the F]iilip]iiiias, hard upon the coast of China; of whieli comitry 1 have broiighl 
sucli intelligence as balli not been board of in Uietio ]iarls. Plie stateliiie.s.su mid viebes of 
which couutrcy 1 feare lo make- report of, least f tihimlil not he cvcdUeil; for if I had lud, 
kuowoii aufileioidly the inoompariililc wealth of that eoiiulroy, 1 Hhould have helm ns iii- 
cvGihilcms tlioroof a.s othcr.s will bo that have not had the liku exiicritmeo. J sniled along tlu> 
islands of the Malueoa, when; among some of the heathen people I was well iutroated, where, 
our ouuntroy men may have trade as freely as tlio i’ortngals if they will tlicmnolveH, From 
theiiee T passod by the Capo of Ijiiena Es[)pran(;a, and found out by the way bomevvaril Ibii 
island of Ml. TTeleiia, where the Dortugals use. lo relieve tliemselve.s; and from l.liat island 
God hath aurt'ered mo to return into Huglauil. All which sevviee.s, with my.self, 1 liunihly 
prostrate at her niajestio’.s feel, desiring the Almighty long lo eontinuo lier reigne among ns ; 
for at this day she is the moat fainous and victorious jirinvo that liveth in the world.” 


T’ tiblisU- 
111 ‘lit ut the 

lAJl'iUlfc 

(’.iiupiuiy. 


In rotimiiug horaeward.s, tlie Cape ol’ Good Hope was doiiljle.d on tlie KiWi of 
Marcli, lo8S; arid .Plymouth harbour was reached, after a pi'osperoiis voyao'c, on 
the 9tli of Septeiiibcr, 

While tlie iulbrinaiioii thus flowing in from siiccessfid navigators was paving 
the way for the estahlishment of direct trallic with the JHust Indies, otlior inei- 
dents were contributing powerfully to the same end. Notice has heeii repeal,ediy 
taken of the important Indian tvadi', which had been carried oil, ivlmost from 
time immemorial, by the way of the Levant, Poi’ many ctmturies the .l{lnglis]i 
had been eoiitenteil to receive their Rupplie.s of liuliau iiroduco at sec.oud hand 
from some one or other of the Italian maritime cities; but latterly, paidicularly 
after the ac‘ea,ssion of Queen Elizabeth, they Imd agents of their own in the. 
different ports of tho Levant, and tlins procured the moans of carrying on an 
active and lucrative trade in thcii- own ve,s.sels. When this trade, had acfptired 
suck extent and consistency a.s to entitle it to be regarded as a uationid intorcRt, 
the queen entered into a commercial treaty with Turkey, .securing for her snb- 
jects all the advantages which other nations enjoyed; and immediately there¬ 
after, in 1581, gra,nted a charter of exclusive privileges to a mercantile associa¬ 
tion which assumed the name of the Levant Company, This company, not 
satisfied with confining its couneotioua to the ports of the Levant, extended 
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f.lu^iu far iuto tlio interior, aud sent out many ageut'^, wliose journals anrl ^ n i')Si 
travels riuiiisliod, from time to time, valuable information with leganl to 
Indian traitie 

It lias soiiiotiiiies been alleged that the immediate occasion of the foiraation veiittun 
of tlu' Levant Uompany, was the loss of a vessel laden with Indian piuduee on rmiiil 
the Goodivin Hands d’ho argosy which in referred to, and ia thought to have 
derived the name, common to all vessels of its class, from the town of Ptagnsa, 
in Dalmatia, belonged to tlie \ffenetiaus, and snlliecd to carry, at a single vojsage, 
as innch Indian produce as supplied the demand of the Icingdom of England for 
a •\vdiale year The wreck of this vessel jiroved ,so disastrous, that the Venetians 
ceased theueefortli to pay tludr annual visit The English, thus cut off from the 
su[)[)ly on which they had been accustomed to depend, had no aiteruaiive hut to 
send for th(> giiods which they could not otherwise olitain; and hence the forma¬ 
tion of the Levant Comjiany. Such is the theory propoimdod; and, in accor¬ 
dance witlr it. it is added that the same circumstance which led to the formation 
of the Le-vani Company, .suggested to Shakspeare the idea of the “Merchant of 
Venice ” 

The loss of an argosy on the Goodwin Sands, about ten years liefore the date 
irsually assigned to the tlmt I'epresentatioii of Shakspeare’s immortal play, is a 
well-auilienti<‘ated fact; and ho speaks with all tlie trath of history when lie 
says (act ii. scene 8):— 

“ I I'caaoned wicli a Fronchmaa yesLcnla)', 

Who (old me, ia the, narrow seas that jiart 
Tlio Franeh and English, tiierc niiacniTied 
A vessel of our country, richly fraught." 

And again (act iii .scene I):— 

“The (loodwina, T think they call the place; a very dauguroiis flat,” 

Uiifortmiaiely, Jiowevor, for the theory, it i.s imj)o.ssiblc to connect the lo.ss of Anachron- 
the argo,sy rvith the foundation of the Levant Company without committing a 
palpable fiTiaeliroiiis'in. The charter of the compaiiywa,s granted in 1581; the 
argosy was not lost till L587. If the Venetians sent no more argosie,s after this 
date, the fact was probably owing, not to any hoiTor of “the narrow seas that 
part the Ifreneh and Engdish," Ibr they were well inured to brave far greater 
dangers, Imt to their inability to derive any profit from a traffic which could 
never have been very lucrative after the Portuguese had fairly entered the 
European market, and iu which they liad recently been brought into competi¬ 
tion with a native company powerful in itseffi and enjoying the special favour 
of the crown The retirement of the Venetians was only one of the signs from 
which a sagacious mercha.nt might liave inferred that the Indian trade had 
defsertod its ancient ehaunels, and that Englajrd had become too well acquainted 
with its nature, and too much alive to its importance, to allow it to be any 
longer monopolized by Spaniards and Portuguese claimhig the monopoly an 
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the gfoutul, not so iiiuoh of priority of discovny, iis ol a bi'tiiiihi Julmcn issiu'd 
Ijy the execrable pope, Alexander VJ. 

Queen Elizabetli had early .struck at the root (.)l'all elaiiiis to monopolize the 
navigation of tlie ocean by doLlaiing’, in answer to tlie eonpilaints ol tlie Spani.sli 
ambassador aii-ainst the Emdish for navigating the Indian seas, “that tlu' ocean 
was free to all, forasurnch as neither nature nor regard ol ]>ubiie use do permit 
the exclusive possession tliereof;’’ and again, “that as to JJrah'e .salliug on the 
lurlian seas, it was as lawful f)r her subjects to do im as For the Spaniards; .since 
the .sea and air are common to all men ” 'I'his latter dc'elar.ation wa.s made in 
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l.eSQ; and evidence. \v,rs .soon given that, instead iil heiug maintained mt'iely 
as an abstract prineiph', tli(‘jiistiee of nducli eonlil not bi' disjnded, it was heiu;(‘ 
fu'th to 1k‘ ('arried into ju'ai'tieal operal.ioii In the third volirmi' ol lluvldKjjl, 
pp '7oi'-7o7, Ihoie is a pajier dated 9ih Apiil, I.IHS, and eutliled, “ Insi met ions 
given liy the right liouourahle the Lordes ol tlu* (joun.sell to l\li’ Mdvvsird I'eiiton, 
Escpiire, for tin'order to be oliisevved in tins voyage reeommeud('d lo him for th(‘ 
East Indies and Uatliuy.” 

It appears from the.se “lustruetions," winch are twentyd’onr in nnmbei', that 
the direct, and, indc(‘d, the exclusive r(Hite, intended foi' tlii.s voyage to “ the 
East Indic.s and Catliiiy,’' was l)y the Capo of Cood Hope, I'iie nintli Instruc 
tioa is as follows You sliall use all diligence -jasssilile to depart from Soutii- 
auiptou witlr your sayd .sliips and vessels before tin* last of this ))i-eseu(/ mouetli 
of Apiill, and so goe on yoiir course liy Cape do llnena Esperaiif;a, not pa.s.siiig 
by tlie Streight of Magellan either going or returning, except upon great 
occasion incident tliat .siiail l)ee tliouglit otlierwi.se good to you, by the advise 
and consent of your sayd as.sistants, or I’oviro of them at the iea.st.” 'I'lio (enth 
Instruction, fdlowing out the aaiue. route, sa^ss, " Ymi .siiall not passii to tlie 
northeastward of tiic 10 degree of latit\idc at tlie most, lint siuvil tak(‘ your rigid, 
course to the isles of the Aiuiuco.s, for the liotter di.scovery of the uortli we.st pas 
sage, if witliout liiudorance of your trade; and wltliiii tlie .same degrc'c yon can 
get any knowledge touching that pas.sage, wdiercof yon .sliall do ^v'•el to lie in(|ni- 
.siiive, as occasion in tliis .sort may serve.” 

It does not exactly appear to wliafc extent govenimont liad furiuslusl tlie 
means of this voyage, but tho language employed clearly iTU|)lie,s that the lords 


imtruoti,m.i of couueil pos.sessocl the entire control over it. Thus, a,t the very outset, tlu'v 

fnrtlia zr ' ■> ’ J 

voyage. say (Instructions 1, 2, 


“rirnt, yon sliall enter as eaplaiiie-gpiierall into tlic eharga and goverimipiit of tliose 
sldppes, the Baara g.allion, the Edward dSonavcnturo, tho bnrke Eratiris, and tho siuall friffate, 
or piiuiease. Ttein, yon shall appoint, for the furuishing of tlio vosaaJ.s, in the whole to the 
iiumher of 200 ahle persoiis, accompting in that munlwr the geivtleinen and their mwi, the 
niinisteM, chirurgiaua, fiiotor.s, &c., wliieh sayd iiumliBr is no way to ho oxceodod, wlmveof as 
many as may be to be .saa'ineu; and shall distribute thorn into oreiy roHsels, .as by advise liorti 
liefore yonr going shall be thought lueete. Item, for the more and hottor cireuuispoct oxecu- 
tion, and determination in any waightie causes incident in this YOynge, we will that you shall 
take unto yon fpr assistants, Oapfcaiue Ifawkins, (liiptaine AVavd,” and six other pereojiH 
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iianifd, “■ n'illi wIkhii you hluill coiisiiK uiul ooiifeiTe iu .ill cau-.e-i, inatlcis, .and adions of ira- ad i>3 

povlanco, nol jUDvidcd for iu tlicsu Tmlnuliuii',, foufliiiif; lliis srivire now lu hiind. And iu -- 

all aueli iii.aUera ho li.uirllod, iirgucd, and dcbalod, wee tlduke th.it couvcnyeni alwaycH to be 
executed wliick you .shall think meelesl, wdlli the .-isseiil also of any four of them, the matter 
h.iving lieuu deb.ttcd ami so .isseiited imto Jii Ike |ireHcucp of your said assi.sUids ” 

Till' tiixili lusiruction prnciHids in the same peremptory style-— 

“Kein, you shall not vemoove Captaino William Hawkins, I'our licutcn.int; Mastcr-iap- 
laiiic Jaiko W.u-d, your viec-adiiiiral, or eapt.alue of Wia Kdtmnl Jhnareuture; nor (.'.pitaine 
('arliiu from his (h.irge by land, wlioni we will not to refuse any siuh sei-rice as .sludl bo 
appoiatod to liiui by (he gGiierall and the eouiicill; nor any eaplaiiie of other vessels from these 
chargi's, bid upon ju.st cause duely prooved, and by consent of your asrdslaids, or of four of 
(belli at tile Icasl.” 

.h’riim the ap|)(iintiaeut of u. mititiiry odicer, of conrsit liaving- sohliei-.s under inshuoioiis 
liim, ;ntd in n'o-ard to whom it i.s added (Instrnetion 23), “in all occaskm.s Imiiun, 
and eid.erpri,ses tliat may fall out to hec upon the iaude, tvcewill tliat Captaiiie 
(JarJilo .slia.ll have tho geiicrall and chief cli.-trge tlioreof’ it iniglit ho Kupiiosed 
that the government had undcj-taken the entire responsil dlity of the expedition. 

This iinpri'Hsiou is .stvcngtlie.ned hy Instruction 21, wliicli sliows that cliap- 
lain.s laid been ap})ointed hy puhlic authority With reference to them, it is 
.said; - 

“And to tlie end God imiy blesse this voyage with happio and prosperous Bucoe&se; you 
iihiiU have an espeeiall care (o see that vovercnce and respect bee bad (o Ihe uiiiihtors 
appoiutud to aeeotupiuiii' you iu this voyage as apportainulh to Uicir place and calling; and to 
.see .sueli good order as ly lliem shall be .sot downe for rcfoi'inalion of life and luaiiiiers duely 
obeyed and purfourmed, by causing the transgressniir.s and coiitemnpi-.s of the .same to be 
severely pniiislied; and (ho ministers to remove soinctiine from one vessell to nnother.’’ 

ft is pl.'iiu, however, from u'lier In.struotiims, ilut the expedition partook eauiy 
of tho ehanu'tcr of a merctautilu adventure. Titus it is said (Instruction 3):— 

“ Voii shall make a ju.st and true, enventorie, iu every Kliip and vessell appointed for this 
voyage, of all ihe tackle, uumitiim, and furniture belonging to them, at their setting foorlh 
lienee, and of all ihe jirovisioiis whatsoever; and one copie thereof undor your liuudj and 
under the lianiks of your vieii-adaiirfill and liouteiuinl, to be deliverod to the Earle of Leiec.ster, 
and the otlier to the goveriiour of the cornpatiie, for them, before your dciiarturo hence; and 
tile liko to iiu dona at your rotunio homo of all things then remaining in tho sayd ships and 
vessels, with .1 true eerlilieate how and by wbat meaiica any pareeli of the same sh.all have bene 
,s|KUit or loaf.” 

The inercantiUi character is still more fully brought out both by iuci- 
dental uiention of merchants and factors in variou.s paRsage.M, and particularly 
in the fnllowirig Instructions, in whieli equity, sound policy, and worldly 
prudence iU'o po hapiiily conihinefl, that they seem not unworthy of being 
quoted entire — 

“12. Item, we do straightly enjoin you, and conHeqiienlly all the rest employed in this 
voyage iu any wise, and as yem and they will answore the contrary at your coinTuing home by 
the lawes of this realme, that rieithai’ going, tarrying abroach nor returning, you doo spoyle or 
take anything from any of the queen’s jnajeatie’a friends or allies, or any Christians, vuthout 
paying piatly for ihe same; nor that yon use any manor of violence or force against any 
wuch, cx«ept in your owne defence, if yon shall be set upon, or otherwise be forced for ymm 
owns sfifogat'd to do it. 
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A I). i58L' “ 13, Item, wee will that you deiilc allogellior in tliis voyage like f,;ooil ami lioiic.sl, uici-- 

cluiulH, Ivallickiiig and oxfdiauyiny ware foi- ware, willi all fimrlesia, Id tlie nalioiis v)u .aliall 
deale with, a'8 well Kthuika aa otheva; and for (hat cauhc you ahall iualvuct all llioae lhal aliall 
coutmutil™ with you, that wheiiHOOvor you, or any of you, ahall haiipeii to come in any pilaco In con- 
fei’Piice with the poojde of thoac^ parts, that in all your doiny.s and (heir,a, yon ;uul they Rt) 
behave yourselves (owai-da (he sayd people as may rather proenve tlu'ir [riendahi]i and jtdd,! 
liking toward yoir by courtesie than to turne (hem th oU'euee or inisUking; anil especially you 
shall have great care of the ])orformance of your word and ]U'orui,4e to tliem. 

“14, Item, wee will, that by the advise of your aasisL-ints, in places whore yon and llioy 
shall thinke mORt fit, you setU, if you can, a bugiimiiig of a hirlher trade to be had horcaficr: 
and from such places doe bring over wilh you ,some fewu men a,ml women if you may; and do 
also le.avG some one or two, or more, as to you and your .-msialauts .shall .seem roiivcniont, of 
our nation with them for pludgou, ainl to learn the tongue and aeorets of the couutrcyR, havi\>g 
diligent care, that, in deiivoi'ing and Uddiig of hcistagiM, you deliver not jieraouagea of morn 
v.aluo then you receive, but ralher deliver mcano ])er,sona under colour of men of value, as Ihe 
infidels do for the Tiio.st part use. Provided that you .stay not longer to m.ake enntinuance of 
further trade, then sludl be expedient for good exchange of the wares presently eavried \vi(,h 
you. 

“ b). Item, you .shall liavocare, and give gonorall w.arniiig, that uo person, of what ('ailing 
soever hoe he, shall take up or kcopo. to hiiimolf or his jirivate u.se, any stone, jiearle, golde, 
silver, or other inatier of eommoditio to he had or found in ]daoos where you shall eome ; but 
he, the said jiersou, so seased of such stone, pearle, golde, silver, or other matter of eoimnoditic, 
shall with all apoodo, or so sootio as he can, delect the aaine, and make deliverie thereof lo 
your selfo, or your vice-admirall, or lioutcuaiit, and the, factor ajspoiuied for this voyage, upon 
paine of forfeiture of all (ho rceompeuse he i.s Lo have for his sorviec in (,liis voyagi" liy shari' 
or otherwise; and fiirthcr, to receive such piinishmeut as to you and your asHiRtanta, or the 
more x'M’t of them, shall acemo good, and otherwise (o be punished hero at his returiui, it 
according Lo the qualllie of his olFeuce it shall be thought needful. 

“16. Item, if the eaptiunes, merchants, or any other, shtdl have any app.'irell, jewc'ls, 
ehaines, armour, or any other thing whatsoever, which may be desired iu eouiitreys where 
they shall tvalHquo, that it shall not be lawf\il for them, or any of them, to tvafllque. or sell 
any thing thereof for their private aeeouipt; but the same shall be prized by the most part 
of those that shall bo iu cornmisaion iu the plaee.s where the same may be so roipured, raled 
at such value as it may bee reasonably worth iu Jiliiglaud; and then .solde to the profdc' of tin' 
whole voyage, and to goo as in adventure for those to whom it doeth appertaiiu'.” 
iutero„t Tills voyage, as the first in which a direct attempt tras made hy any i<hn'o- 

.amidjiiigto , . . . , ■ 

tiie voyage, peau power to break np the Portuguese monopoly ol navigation by tlu! Ihtpe of 
Good Hope, uatui'ally excites a deep interest; and hence even the iustriictieiis 
to its commander, from the insight they give into the motivo.s with which the 
voyage w'as undertaken, deserve all the space which has above been allotfci'd to 
thorn. The voyage itself ought, of course, to have been still more lutereating; 
but unfortunately the account of it written by Luke "Ward, the vice-admiral, 
is meagre in the extreme, and does little more than establish the fact tluri it 
proved a complete failure. The good sense apparent in dravvnng up the instruc¬ 
tions does not api^ear to have been employed in making the appointments; and 
the expedition had not proceeded far on its way when Penton, who com¬ 
manded it, appears to have betrayed, if not iiioompetency, at least indecision. 

The four vessels, consisting of the Before, which changed its name to the Lcioes- 
ter, the E(hoarcl Bonw&nture, the Frmicis, and the FLimbeih, sailed on the Ist of 
May, but spent a whole month before they finally quitted the English coast, and 
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iauiiched ouL to sea In the begiuuing of Angu.st, they veachcfl the coast of 
Guinea; and Llieii ilie coiniiiauder, in.stoad of deciding on his o\ra re^poiisihility 
aw to the projiriety of taking in -water, deemed it ueeeasary to summon a formal 

meeting of hi.s assistantH, or council, and .s\il)mit two points for decision_first, 

whetlier they ought to water at all, and, seeomlljr, assuming this was resolved 
upon, at wliat place? These points, it seems, occasioned long debates; and 
while all unanimously ,a])proved of watering, only a majority agreed in thinking 
tliat it ought to be at yierra Loouo They accordingly proceeded for tliis 
locality, but had gone so far out of their reckoning that they were several days 
in liudiug it; and the council was again summoned to decide, after long debate, 
in what direction tlioy ought to steer. 

Aftcii' leaving Sierra beonc, they appear to have acted as if they bad thrown 
their instrniitlons overboard; for they are afterwarxls found far .south, on the 
coast ol’ llrazil, not considering, in terms of their instriictioiia, how they might 
licst double the (Ja]K' ol Good l[o]ic, hut debating on the exjiedicncy or inexpe- 
(lieney of jjassing the Straits of Magalhaen.s, though this was the direction which 
tlu'y had hi'cn expressly forhiddeii to take. It seems, however, that tliey would 
have takcui it, had they not feared an encounter with the Si)anlards. On this 
gro\nid alomj ilu'y abandoned tlie idea of prosecuting tlieir voyage, and liad 
dcdermiiK'd to retrace their stops, when the vessels were obliged to part com¬ 
pany. 'Fhe Bona/rnnhwa was the only one whkdi readied England; and this it 
did by sailing northwards to St. Vincent, and then across the Atlantic, The 
blundering'manner in which fclie expedition had been conducted, may perhaps 
cx{ilain tlie silmico which lias becsi keiifc rc.s[)eeting it; and yet it undoulAedly 
entitles England to claim the high honour of having been tlie first European 
stat(“ which entered into com]lotition with the Porbugue.se on tlieir peculiar line 
of trallle, and seub a ri'gular expedition for the purjiose of trading witli the East 
by the way of tlie (Jape of Good Hope. The fliilure of tlie expedition was not 
owing to its ].)!’qjcobor.s; and, however much it is to bo lamented, cannot derogate 
from their merit in having both devised the expedition, and liberally furnished 
it with everything deemed necessaiy bo insure ibs .success. 

Nine, years passed away before any expedibion inbended to reach the East by 
the Capo qnibted the shores of England. This a.pparenb !3upineiie,ss, however, must 
be imputed, nob to iudifierenco to the object or despair of being able bo accom¬ 
plish it, but to political cauae.s. Philip IP of Spain was engaged in fitting out his 
boasted Armada, and Queen Elizabeth, in her heroic efforts to defeat him, could 
not spare a single seaman; hut no sooner was the battle of national independence 
fought and won, than the deteimination to establish a trade in the East was 
respin cd, Accordingly, in October, 1389, the very year after the invincible Armada 
was discom-fited, a body of English merchants presented a memorial io the lords 
in council, in which, after a rapid survey of the Portuguese settlements in the 
Bast, for the purpose of showing That, in the countries bordering on the Indian 
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and (jliin;i Keaf!, ilieve were many ports in wlu’eli a trade In Itngli.sli mannlaetiires 
and Eastern produee miglit be adv.mtiiycously estaldished, they prayed hn 
permission to lit (jnt tlirec .sliijrs and three jjinnaoew to be cinph^yed in this tr.ide, 
with the queen’s license and protection, and subjoct to no otlier c(nLditi()n than 
tlie pjiymont of the usual custonrs on' their i-eturn. 

Eefore presenting tliis p('tition, the niouiorialists had lelt so confident ol 
.succe.SR that they liad actually obtained, or at least bargained lor, |)o,sses,sion 
of the vessels wliicli they meant to employ: these are lienee mentioned in the 
memorial by tlioir uanios a.s the Royal ]\[e,rclia'id, the Sotiun, and the Ril/iixml 
Bonavpoture The,so iianie.s are of some eonsc<(U('uee, as, in the ahsenee ol iinj 
direct information a.s to the answer given to the memorial by the lords ol 
council, wo are enabled to infer that it was favourable Iroin the tact that, 
in April, 1591, le.ss than eightoou months from the dab' of the apjdiciddon, 
three .ships, of which two were the .same as those named, sailed on this vs'ry 
voyngv 

As in th(' foi'iner ease tiu' accounts are very imperfect, and do little more 
than [irovo that a second failure, though not so complete as bidbre, was oxpc'rl- 
enced. Tho leading shiii, the J’^endope, was eonnnanded by (leorge Raymond, 
the Royal Marcliant by Abraham Reudal, and the Rd'iixml Jkni,a,u<]ntu)'c, by 
James LaneavSter. They .sailed from riymouth on the. lOth ol‘ April, reached the 
Caiinrlcs by the, 25th, were off Cape Blanco on the 2d of May, jiassed the tropic 
of Cancer on the 5th, and continued with a fair wind at north-east till the 
loth, when they were within 8° of the ('quator. Here they cueoimton'd a gale 
which obliged them to lie off and on in the sea till the Gth of June, when tlu'y 
jMssed the line. Tiny had previously captured a T'ortnguese earavi'l, homul 
from Lisbon to Brazil, and loaded chielly witli wine, oil, olive,s, and divers 
necessaries. Tho,so last are said to have provi'd better to them than gold, as 
many of the crew had previously fallen .sick. 

An E 8 E wind prevailing, carried them far rvest till within TOO leagues of the 
coast of Brazil They had reached 26° sontli latitude, when the wind, vi'c'ring 
round to the north, enabled them to steer for tho Cape of Good Hope, which they 
saw for tho first time on the 28tli of July. Being jirevcntod liy contrary winds 
from doubling it, they'-cast nnclior on the l.st of Angu.st in Haldanha Bay. He,re, 
as the immher of hands had been reduced ly death, and many, from having been 
attacked Avitli .scurvy, had become inelllcient, it was deemed e.xpedieut to si'iul 
back th& Royal MewJiank with the sick, and contiime the voyage only with tlu' 
Penelopa an.<X lloi Edward. On reaching Cape Oorriente.s, on the east coast of 
Africa, near the tropic of Oapricorn, a liiuTicane arose, during which the ve.ssela 
parted company. The R'enelopa wa.s noA'-er afterAvarda liearcl of; but Lanoaaber, 
who contuiue.s tho account, persevered in the voyage. After coasting nortlnvard, 
and losing a large part of bis crow by an attack of tho Moors, who came .sud¬ 
denly upon them while procuring water, they sailed directly for Gape Comorin. 
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where they rneanb to ciuise with a view to intcieopt and capture the richly vu iru 
laden vessels fLoni the Indhui pcninsida, Ceylon, MaLieca, the Moluccas, and 
Japan The south-west 
monsoon having set in 
tliey Ibnnd gicat difli- 
culty in douhlmec tlu 




(J 


ipie, 


douhlmg 
but at length sue 



* y* , V 


Ojvu Comouin, liom Uvlcw^—Trom Pmnoii s ^M’vra m India 


eeeded in May, 1502 
Six (lays after, they ai 
rived ah the Nicobai 
Islands, and tlieu, aftei 
plying off and on the 
eoasl of Suinatia, ]-no- 
eeeih'd (o (lie coast of 
Malacca, wlune they clc- 
tei mined to ])ass what Lancaster (’alls tho winter, meaning thercliy the rainy 
season TIu’y weri' now reduced to thirty-three pcn-sui.s in all, hut, towards 
the end of Augusl,, having (ispied three vesseds, each of about seventy tons, they rroiuturj 
were hold enough to attack and capture the whole of them 'fwo of them they 
released 1)C'caus(' they were the projierty of m(’rehants in Pegu; but the third, 
whicli (lu'y uiuh'ustood to belong “to eeitaiu Portuguese Jesuits, and a biscuit- 
baker of the s<inie nation,” was consideied lawful prize Its cargo of ]jepper 
was transferred to the Edward. 

Tlicy next sailed for the Stuiits of Malacca, still heut on privateering, aird 
inaih’ two important captures, the oiu' a Portugiu'.se ship of 2o0 tons, laden with 
rice from Nc'g.piatam to Malacca, and the other a Malacca sliip of 700 tons, 
that eanre from Goa 'I’he latter carried fifteen hi.'iss cannon, and had on board 
oOO men, women, and children, hnt made scarcely airy defence ag.uust Lancas¬ 
ter's mere handful She was laden chiefly with wine and European goods, 
lint had no treasure; and Unis proving not so jicli a prize as was anticipated, 
was .sent adrift after the choiijcst goods had been taken out The alarm of their 
presence being now spread, they deemed it dangerous to remain longer in this 
locality, and returned to the Nicobar Islands 

On the 21,st of November they deriarted for the island of Ceylon, and, vow 

^ • XI f'l j. liomtiwRid 

anclioring at the Point de Gallo, waited in the hope of intercepting the Portu¬ 
guese Ih'ets li'om Bengal, Pegu, and Tenasserhn Owing, doubtless, to the 
irregular and predatory life which the crew had for some time been leading, a 
inutinou.s spirit began to appear; and advantage was taken of Lancaster’s siok- 
noaa to annopneo their deterraination that they would stay no longer, but take 
their direct coui\se for England There was no moans of preventing them from 
doing as they pleased; and the vessel having weighed anchor, set sail home¬ 
wards, returning M it had come by the Gape of Good Hope, Here the weather 
Voi. I. 28 
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was so stormy that four weeks wove .spent in douklino Llio Capo In April thov'- 
aiiivc'd at Ht TIolena On leaving it tliey vvoje caniod wo.sLward to the euiist 
of Brazil, and kept wamleiing for a time under great liaidslu]is, lirst in tlio Gulf 
of Paria, and afterwai-d among the West India Islands 'The erc'W, having 
thrown off all snhordhiation, did as they ]»leased. At last, on the Ifth of 
Novemher, I.ID.S, wldle the eaptaiu and .sixteen of tlu' crew vv'ere ashoiv .seareli- 
ing for provihions, the carpenter cut the slii[)’,s eahle, ami .she diiftc'd away with 
only five men and a l)Oy in lua- Lancaster and his [leopli' separated into ])aities, 
as tiic only means of olitaining even a .scanty sustenance Ultimately, he and 
kIv other.s got off in a krench AU'ssel, which took them to St Domingo ITi'ro, 
leaving the rest to follow, he tanharked with his lientonant in another l‘’'reneh 
vc.ssel for Dieppe Ihiving reached it in saf'ty, he crossed over to llye, wliere 
he landcil, 21th May, loft Ife had hemi altsent three yeai's and six weeks 

The Dutcli, tlunigh they did not attempt tlu'jjassagc' hy the Gape of Good 
Hope so early as the English, a[>pear to have heen mnri' careful in preparing 
foi‘ it, and wore aeeordiugly rewarded vrith more ahundant sneeess Tludr 
first voyag'e, undertaken hy a tminhi'v of merchants, who had assumed tlu' 
name of the Company for Distant Gonntri(‘s, sailed from the Texel on the 2d 
of April, 159o The e.xpedition consist(>d of fnir ve.ssels —tire jViiv,ricr, of 400 
tons, cavrying twenty cannon and oighty-fonr men; tire Uollund, nearly of 
tlio same size <'iud .strength as tim Mu wire; th(> A mi.terdim, of aliout 200 tons, 
carrying sixteen cannon and lifty-irine men; ami a pinnace, of ahont 30 tons, 
carrying eight cannon and twruity men The command of the vc.sscIh was given 
to captains of high naval reputation; hut tire general commercial Ruprsintendimcc' 
was iutriLsted to Oornellus Hontmaun, at whos(> suggestion, .and on whose infor¬ 
mation, the voyage is said to have heem umkrtaken. Ih- had s[)eat some time 
in Llshon acipiaintiug himself with the nature of the Portuguesi* tridfie to tlie 
East; and, in the cour.se of his impiirie.s, had iueurrt'd the suspicion of thi' 
Portugne.se government, who imiiosed a heavy fine upon liiin, and imprisoned 
him till it slronld ho paid Tic had uo means of doing ,so; lad., Imving managed 
to Cfninuunieate with some merchants of AmsU-rdain, induced them to pay the 
fine cam! obtain his release, in consideration of the valuahlc information which 
ho would he able to communicate 

On the 19th of Apial, the four ve.saels reached tire Canaries, and on the 14bh 
of Jime they crossed the, lino. They liad previously fallen in wiili .several 
Portuguese vessels, which they might have taken a.s lawful prize,s; hut, with 
a moderation in which much good policy warn conihined, they met and parted 
like friends They now began to long aaixiously for hmd, as the crows were 
siifiering much hy scurvy, and reached it on the 1th of Angu.Ht. They had 
passed the Cape of Good Hope without seeing it, and had anchored in a Iniy 
called the Ag'uada de San Bras, situated about forty-fivo league,s beyond it 
After some intercourse with the natix-es, they continued tlioir voyage on. the 
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llfch ol August, liufc weio .igaiu oLliged, by the lavages of scuivy, to seek 
icfufahmeutb on the coast of AbickigcibCtU' They liad boine difEculty m obtaiu- 
aig tlieiii, and, in flit meantime, weie so lediicid by sickness, that they could 
scaiioly mustei twenty men ht loi seivice, whdo they had actuallylosfc seventy 
Having somi'wliat lecovcicd by means of the liuit and fresh piovisions which 
tlipy obtained ashore, they again set sail on the 11th of December, and, aftei 
vaiious advcutuies not possessed of much mtcicst diiectcd then couise towaide 
the soutliun islands ol tlie Maldive 
gUMip They weiti thus caiiied bo- 
yond tho Indian jioninsula, and hist 
saw land on the 1st of June, J50(i 
They wtie off the coast of bumatia 
(jontmuing southwaids, they <uiivcd, 
on the I lib, at tho eutiauce ol the 
Stiaits of Suuda, and pioceedmg 
tluough them, much impeded by con 
tiiuy winds and cuiients, aiuved at 
Bantam, on the noith west cxtiemiLy 
of Java 

On their auival they were visited 
by six roituguese, with their .slaves, 
who assumed the character of dejm- 
ties. .sent by the goveinor and people of Ihuitain to asentam the object of their 
visit J'he jnesuous navigatois ftom England, paiticulaily Cavendish and 
Lancaster, had spiead gioat alurra; hut the Diitili ondeavoiued to dissipate all 
fear, by dcelaiing ihat eommoree was their only object Under this impiessioii 
a friendly intuieouise commenced, and a full catgo of peppei, at a veiy 

niodciate latc, might easily 
liave been obtained; hut 
TTouLmann, detei mined to 
do eveiytliuig at the cheap¬ 
est, was induced to wait for 
the new ciop, which was 
lepresented to him as so very 
abundant, that it would bo 
obtained at almost nominal 
prices This injudicious 
delay gave the Poituguese 
time to prepare a series of 
intiigues, by means of wliicli 
the good understanding with the natives was on the point of being broken up, 

'ITrom UiAtoive de la Ifamsanon am Inda Oi imtdes ■par te» BoUandais, par G. in A. W. Xj., Amut. 3609 
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UJtiiiiatclj, however, a treaty, offensive and dercn.slve, was I'oriiu'd rvitli tlu' 
natives, though suflieieut evidence was giv^n, that whatever I'riendslii]) the 
Porbngue-so might preto7id, notliiiig l)ut eimiity in cvoiy form, secret or oj)en, 
was to be expected from them The immediate consc(pienec of tli(‘ tnvaty was 
tlie establishment of a Dnteii factory at Ikintam 

Iloutmann, still continuing to wait for the anlicijiatcd induction in tli(' price 
of pepper, began to disjiose of his nierehaiidise, to he paid lor in ]iej)])cr, at tln‘ 
price which it should hear when the new crop should he didivered On these 
terms ho found ready jiurchaseis in Llie governor and .s('veral of the other odieials 
of the town Meanwhile, the Poitngiiose ooutimied their inttigiies, and ver\ 
jilausihly maintained, that the irrational coinsc winch llontmann was pursuing^ 
conld oidy he caecouiiled for hy assiinring that commerce was only a pri'text, and 
that his real olijeet was to malce himself thoroughly acipiainU'd ndth tlio loea, 
lity, with the view of aftervv.irds returning and taking foreih](‘ poss(‘ssiou of it 
The effect of those insinuations soon hecame appai-ent A jiilol, wlin bad all 
along mauifcsled gie.it friendship for the Dutch, was barbarously assassiiiatcil, 
and the pepjier duo on tlie purchases which had been madi* was not delivm'ed 
TTre Dutch, after uttering v.iin cmnplaints, had recourse to menaces. Tlu‘se 
were not lost upon the inhabitants, who immediately took all ])ossil)lo precau 
tions A.11 tile Java vessels in tlie harbour cut tlii'ir cables, and ran aslunv' 
At the same time, the Diitcli were startled ly the alarming intcHigeue(> that 
a large fleet, destined to aet against them, was hoiiig prejiared in a neiglihoiir- 
ing liarhour, 

Hontuiaim, though thus put u]ion his gu.ard, had the rashness to go ashoir' 
with only seven attendants, and jiay a visit to the governor. 'JTie result wliiel) 
miglrt have heoii foreseen immediately followed; and the whole jiarty, as .soon 
as they entered the [lalaco, were arresteil The Dutch immediately .'iLU'iupted 
repri.sals, hy .seizing the governor’s interjiretcr and a number of In.s .slaves 
Iloutmann’.s position was now prccarioas in the extreme; and he only wnu'd 
himself from the death with which he was threatened, hy sending a k'tter to 
the fleet, ordering the interpreter to he ddivorod up. i'Tve of his enmpauions 
were accordingly released, and an ap]iearanco of trade wa.s resumed, though he 
liimself still roinaiued in captivity. 

It was im]io,s,sihle that matters couki long remain in this posiLum; and 
it was therefore formally rc,solved, at a council held on board the i/unr/cYi, to 
intimate to the governor, th.at if the captain. Iloutmann, and all his people, with 
everything belonging to them, were not delivereil on the following da,y, the 
utmost force which they po.sse.saecl would forthw’ith be emidoyed to obtain 
redress. No answei' havi^ig been I’otiu’ned by luid-day, the foiu’ vosseh drew 
neai- the town, and anchored in three fathoms. On the first news of this 
proceeding, the governor, in a rage, ordered the ari'est of eyeiy Dutohmau iti 
the factory. They were all earned off, Houtmann along with them, to the ])laoe 
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of public execution; and nofcliing but excraciatiiig doiitli& Avere loolced for, avIiou 
tiic governor, who had begun to calculate the coiKcqucnces, recoiled fioin tbeiii, 
and proposed negotiation 
It was ao .spun out tliat 
tlie llubeli once more lost 
patience ajid oonnuenced 
lioatilitiew, in which tlieir 
aiipei-ioi'ity soon became so 
ap[ia)'ent, that tlio governor 
■saw tlie necessity of yield¬ 
ing Miinj' del.iy.s rvcrc still 
lutei'ixiscd, but ultimately 
an arrangement was come 
to, by Avhleli the Dutch 
agreed to pay a cojisidiu'aljlo ,sutn of money for the damage they had caused, 
and blouLiuuuu and his comjjanions rcgainerl their freedom 

Tfriendship seemed about to be I'e-established, when a Portuguese deputy 
arrived from Malacca with a large ]jresenL to the govcruoi’, and the promise 
of on(» still more vahuiblo, provided he would bhut the port against all commcr’co 
witli the Diitch. The bribe was too tempting to be resisted; and fin order was 
issued by the governor which loft no doubt as to his hostile intentions Hout- 
inaiai, eonviueed that negotiation Wiis now useless, liastened to remove with all 
his pe<.)ple find tln'ir oHeets Immodifitelj''afti'r, it was decided Ijy a council 
held on Ixfiird the Maurice, to give full scope to tlieir resentment and Lake a 
signal revenge Second thoughts jirovcd belter, and reflecting that nothing 
could he gfiined, and much might he lost liy the indiscriminate camiige Avhich 
they had couteinpLited, they weighed anchor, and proceeded eastward along the 
coast of Java After a fearful encounter witli the natives, in Avhich many 
lives were lost on both sides, and all hopes of estahlisliing a friendly intercourse 
were destroyed, the vmssels quitted the north-west cofust,- and sailed north to 
the isle of Lubok, which they reached on the 9th of December. They noAV 
changed their course to rvewt, hut, on the 2atli, after they had beateu about, 
obstructed by'' contrary winds and currents, tlioy were astonished to And them¬ 
selves still within sight of the island. Hero, aa they had only ninety-four men 
remaining, many of them unfit for service, it was resolved to abandon the 
Amsterdam, which had become so lefiky’’ that she could with diffienlty be 
kept aflofit, 

On bliG 12th of January, 1597, anchor was again weighed, and the vessels 
proceeded for the eastern extremity of Java, On the ISth they came in sight 
of an active volcano, and, a few days after, entered the gtrait -wliieli separates 
Java from Bali. After some friendly intercourse with the inhabitants of the 
latter island, they turned their face homewai'ds on the 26th of Fehruaiy, and 
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began to steer fur the (Jape of (lood lloj.e, Tlieir vessels, as ali'i'ad)’ meiitioneil, 
had been, leduccd to three; ami ...f fclu' 2I'9 men who had (piitted Holland, only 
eighby-iiiiie now survived. Be.sid('s tliese, however, they had with tluon two 
negroes taken up on the coast of J\Iadagas<'ar, a (''hiiiesi', two Malaliars, a iiativa' 
of Java, and a jiilnb, who Avas said to lie originally from (.lujeral,, and had 
volunteered to make tlie voyage to lJurope Sailing hy tlu‘ south ol Ja,va, 
the coast of Natal was A-eaclved on the 2(iUi of April, St Helena on tiie 2,)(h 
of May, the island of Ascension on tin' 2d of Jutu', tlu; Azures on I,lie ]2tlL of 
July, the Mnglish Channel on the oth, and the ]iorh of Aiasterdaiu cm the Itth 
of Align,st. 

Though the re,suits of iloutiuaim’s voyage were hy no nuains hrilliaiit, hts 
arrival was halh'd with loud aeelauiations, ITe had .sneeesslnlly performed a 
voyage hi wliieh the Ihiglish had twice' faih'd, and made it iilain i.liat, with duo 
circnmspi'ctiou, a direct and lucrative Lradi' witli tlie Mast, by thi' way of tlio 
Cape of Ciood Hope, might ea,sily bo estalilislied J'lie l’ortni.pi('se would 
donl)tlc,ss throw every [lossilile olistacle in tlu' Avary; imt (Jn.'ir jmwer of mis¬ 
chief was gri'iitly abridged hy tlu' lo,sS ol' their ludepi'iidenei', and morn was (,o 
1)0 hoped from tlie viutorii's whieh miglit lu' gained ovct tlu'iu, tliau I'eared from 
the liiJuricH Avliieh tlicy might be able to inlliet Tim native powers, too, liad 
e\ddeutly rro love for the Portuguese, of Aviiosi' tyranny am! bigotry they luul 
too good reason to com])laiu, ami wc're disposed to form frloudly eouiieetiouw 
Avitli any foreigners by Avlumi the Portuguese siipremaey might lie nndc'rmim'd 
or finally ovortlirovvn. Even the retnvns by Jloutinann’s voyage, tlioiigh ol), 
talued under tlie most nufavoiirahle eircmnstauoe.s, nearly eoverc'd tlie e-viienKC'; 
and tliere Ava.s tliereforc every i-cason to hope, Unit in ])ro[)orti()u as tin' navi¬ 
gation and tlie nature of the trade camo to he better umlorslood, great prolii.s 
Avoiild be regularly realizi'd. 

luflnenced by the.se and similar con.siderations, Houtmaim's return avii.s no 
.sooner announced than all the principal ports of Holland Avere eager to share in 
the neAv Indian traffic; and \nn'iou.s coiupanioH, having that olijeet in view, Avero 
formed. As before, the Company for Distant Countrie.s, which had sent out 
Houtinanii, took the lead, and made' all haste to Hi out four shi])s. OUu'v four 
were fitted out hy a rival company. Tlie leading incmhants in liotli, afraid of 
tiie injury which they might inflict on each other, by apiiearing in tivi.' Indian 
market as coinpetitons, proposed and effected an amalgaiuatiou. Tim eight 
ve.ssels thus fitted out at the expense of private individuals, l.iut proviiled with 
cannon hy the government, .sailed in lo98. Four of them made a voyage 
remarkable for its rapidity at that erirfy period, and in the cour.se of liftecui 
months retarued from Bantam with a valuable cargo of popper; the otlier four 
occupied more time, bub appear to have turned it i,o good ticcount; ii.ud after 
visiting Ambojma, Banda, and Tcniatc. csimo home laden with rich .spices, 
which yielded an immense profit. During anothoi' voyage, fitted out hy Middd- 
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l)ury in p roll ants, also in 15!)S, Iloiilniaim, wiio liad been intru.sted witli tlic com- av m 3 
niaiid, was again audbrtuuato, and lost his life by an act of gross treachery on 
the ])art ol the King of Acliocn, in the island of Sumatra. 

Thu Dutch hiast iiulia trade might now be considered as fairly e.stabILshed. I'logn.'i.oi 
It had origiuati'd in private enterprise, and bad the times beexr peaceful, might r,u.tinai.i 
have been .successfully carried on by the same means, but tlio Spaniards and Tor- 
tugui'sc having hit no doubt of their determination to cling to tlieir monopoly 
tit all lia/.iii'ds, it becanu' necessary for tlie Dntcli to proviilc tbeiiiselves with 
the means of repelling force by force. At first the States-general contented 
themselves with granting Llie necoJisary antliorily for tbi.s purpo.se; but it soon 
ajipciiri'd tliai .separate companies, pnr.sning different, and it might be also 
adverse interests, could not well co-operate in I’epcllitig a common foe. In these 
circumstances, two coursi'.s lay open to the government. It might arlliore to 
tlu' sy.sbem geiK'rally followed in Europe, and, while permitting indivdduuLs' or 
associations full fi'ecdom oi' trade in every region of the East, provide for their 
ju'otection iig.iinst foreign eiiemies by stationing shijis of war in every quarter 
where danger was a[)|)relHiuded; or it might, by uniting all private as.sociations 
into one gre;it and exclusive conqiany, enable it to acquire sufficient strength 
not only to maintain its ground against all who might assail it, but even to 
become in its turn tlio aggressor and make new coiu]uef>ts. The laii.er was the 
plan adopted; and on the 20tb of March, 1002, a general charter was granted, Dr6tciiiiti.r 

; \ . . . . ’ ^ ^ . oftlieDiiLoh 

iueorjxnrating the <lilH‘reut companies into one great a.sHocialion, and conferring cnniiuiia 
upon it the e.'celu.sive luivilege of trade to tlie Ea.st. Tlie plan, whatever he it.s 
mei'it.s or demerits, was not original, for the model had been furnished fifteen 
moutlrs before in a charter granted with a similar oliject by the crown of Eng¬ 
land, 'Po tbi.s charter, and the pi-eparatory ineasiu'es taken to procure it. we 
must now turn. 

If tiio.se ivho took the load in the expodition.s of Fenton and Lanca.stor had 
been detom'd by their failure from pcnsevoiing in the atteuq)t to e.stabli&h a 
direct trade with India, they must have been ashamed of their pusillanimity 
when they lu'came acrpiaiuted with the success of the Dutcli; and at all events 
mn.st have felt the necessity of immediately hestirrhig theiiiselves if iliey were 
not pi'cpared to allow a rival nation to forastall them in what was tlien univer- 
,sally, Lhongli not very accurately, regarded as the most lucrative market hi the 
world T'lie proc!eeJiug,s thus originated imwt he reserved for the next chapter. 
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N September, 1599, tloubtlws after ruaiiy prcliiuiiifiiy coTiiereHeeK, an 
association of meroliaiit adveuturors vvas Ibriued in Lotidun for tli(‘ 
pin'po.yo of j)ro,se( 5 utinig a voyage to tije East rndie.s. At (irsl, tliougli 
a permanent e()ni])any was evddently conbeniplatod, only a single 
voyage was pro[)o.sed. Accordingly, their contract simply pnr[H)rtH 
to he “The names of suche persons as have written with thi're nwne handes, to 
venter in the pretended voiage to tlic Mastc Indias (the wduclu* it inaie ])leas(‘. 
the Lorde to [)ro.sperj and the. somes that they will adventviri', the x.-vij Sep- 
teiuhcr, 1599 ” The aggregate sum amounted to .£30,13S, (iuS', Hii, and l■(“[)re- 
sented lOL adventurc.s or slnwes, varying in amount from £100 to £3000. 

At the first general meeting, held two days aft('r the date, of the eontraeli, it 
Avas resolved to petition the (jiieeii for lier royal a.ssont to a project “intended 
fur the lionour of tlieir native country and the advaiuiemeut of trade and lum'- 
chaudize within the realm of Englainl; and to set forth a voyage to the blast 
Indic.s and other islands and countrie', thereabouts” On the follcnvlng djrv, 
Avheii the fifteen committee men, ca- direetons, to whom the )nau!igenu'nt liad 
heoii intrusted, held their find, meeting, Llio pctitioji wa.s read and npi»roved. 
After stating that “divers merchants, induced hy the sucueHso of the viage, 
performed hy the JDuclie nacioir, ami hehig informed that the Dutchi'nu'n 
prepare for a nerv viage, and to that endc have*, bought divers .ships here, in 
Euglaiide, wei'e stirred with noc Icsse affoceion to advaunce the trade of tladr 
native countrie, than the Duehe merchannts we.re to hcnelite iheire, commoti- 
Avealtlie, and upon that affeecion have resolved to make a viage to tho Mast 
Imlias,” they pray to be incorporated into a company, “for that tlu' trade of the 
.Inches being so remote could not he traded on but on a joiutc and united stoclce.” 
They ako prayed to he permitted to export foreign coin, oi', in the c've.nb of a, 
deficiency, to have bullion coined for them at tho (pieeu’s mint; and, firstly, to 
he exempted for several ycAars, as the Dutch morchanta were, from payment of 
export or import duUe.s. 

On the Ifitli of October, the ijuocn having signified her approbation of the 
voyage, the committee wei-e exerting themselvea to obtain permission for the 
vessels to proceed on their voyage without further delay, when an insurmount¬ 
able obstacle arose from an imexpected (prarter. Spain had sufiered ,so much 
during her late wans that she began to feel the necessity bf peace. Philip 11, 
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too, wiinse hio-otry and imi])itic)ii were (,lic oToat ()l)stacles to it, liacl Lceu ealled 
to Ills aceoimt, and lu'goLialions wen- coinmeucetl uader eii-cnmstance.s wLicli 
promised a favonralile lesiilt Were nnytliino wanthio to prove tliat Engl.uul 
wa.s sinoej'e in ilie matter, il i)iie]it be Ibiuicl in the retrrigrade stej) wliieli 
govennne-nt took in n-gard (o the projected voyage to Lndia. Its !i\>prolm- 
tion had hec-n I'ornndly <leeiarcd ; and yet, under tin- iin]iressiou that the 
voyagn- might give nmlaag-e to Kpain, ll\a.t iippiohation wa,s expressly svitli- 
diawjL 'Die (‘oniini(,l,ee oC adventi(rer.s, fearing ,siieh a re.snlt, presented a long 
and ('laborate nicinorial, in winch they ondeiwonred to sliow, by a eareful state¬ 
ment of all the loealilies in which the Spaniard,s conld, with any show of reason, 
claim an exuhisivo j'ight of traih-, that the projected voyage \ronld he so con- 
dueted as not to iuti'idere in tlic h-ast wdtli tlu- iirogress of the pending neguLia- 
tionn; hut the lords of council answered that “it was more liuneficiall for the 
gem-rail staU- of nu-rehandize to i-ntertajme a ]>eaeo, then f.hat the same should 
lie Iiiudred by the- .standing with the Si»a.nisc!io commksioncr.s, for the inaMi- 
tayning of tliis traili-, to fin-egoe the oportunety of the conclmling of tlie peaei-.” 
To this answer no eireetnal ri-ply conld be made; and the, adventurer,s, “fearing 
lest, afti-r IJiey wc-ri- draweii into a ebarg, they slmld be repiim-d to de.slst their 
viage, did jiroceede noi- finiher in the matter for thi.s yerc, Ijiit did eutei' into 
the jireparaeion of a vi.ige the next yere followinge.” 

The memorial alKive ivfcrred to, rurulshiug an exeelleiit siimmiiry of the 
gi'omiils on whicli the advi-ntnror.s claimed and ullimately oiitained pern)is,sion 
to (‘.stahli.sh an Jtast Indian trade, po.s.se,sacs, independont of its intere.st as an 
lii.storieal doi-unu-nt, intrinsic merits which justify a very liberal cpiotation, Et 
is cntii1(‘d, “(lerLavni; Ileason.s wliy the Knglish Merchants may trade into the 
East Indie,s, especially to .such rich kingdoms and dommion.s a,s ai'c not ,snb- 
jecte to tiu! King of iSjiayne and Portugal; together witli tlic true limits of tlic 
Portugids’ compiest and jurisdiction in those Oriental jiavts;” a,ml jiroceeds as 
follows 

“ Where,IS, rif;ht hoaeruhlo, niion a troalio of peneo betweene the ero-wiu-a of Eii^lnnil 
and Spiiyue like lo ensue, that is not to ho doubted, but that greato oxoeptiou will hao taken 
ntyiyiiBt l.he intoiuleil voyage of her majestio’s subjects into the East Indie.s, by the Cape of 
fhiena 8])orali<;a ; tlievcforc tin- adventurors in the sayd intended voyage most humbly crave, 
at your honors’ haiKln,to take perfecte knowledge of those fowo considerations nuderwritteu. 

“ Fivhi,, tliey desire 1h.at it wold plcaso your honors to urge the connniaRioner.s of the 
Mpanishe jieace to put dowue under their hands, the namea of all such islands, cities, townea, 
])lncPs, oiistels, and fovtrcHse.s, as they are iiclually, at this present, possessed of, from the aayd 
Capo of Buena Hperan^a, along the eost of Africa, on the cost of Arabia, in fiho East Indies, 
tliG MalueoH, a,ml otiior Oriental pai-ts of the world: which, if they may bee drawno truly mid 
faythfulty to put downe, so that woe cannot ho able, manifestly, to prove the cemtravie, then 
wil wcQ bo content, in line sort, lo distnrhe nor molest Uioni, wheraoever they are alreadie 
ooimiiaudei's and In actual anthnrilio. 

“ Fiocoiully, if they wil not, by any meanea, bee drawiie to this themselves, then wee, for 
your lordsluppea' perfect iustniction in this behalfe, wil take the paynea to doe it for them. 
That imiy please your honors, therefore, to undoraland, tlxat these hoe al the Mauds, cities, 
'Vor,. I. 39 
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Unviu"), ('iisik'i-i aiul fortvoHSiV,, wlicrcof IIh' 3'’ lio, al lltia ])mioii(, iiL'Iiial ('imiiJiauiKlciti, 

iH'yoiiil llio < 'apo (if Ijiioiia Spoi-aiifa, ('aaUviinl.” 

Affcor a lihl af l''])nrii.'-.h ami pna-si'w.iouH, iivi':u\La'<l i\n.‘ovilin<„>; ia 

Uu'ir jiCKsitidiiH “()u i.lu' (Josli' of A(Vi<‘n,” “In tin' Month of I,lie l’(>r,si;in tJoHh,'' 
nnil “i’rom tlio P('r,4irtn (loUh aloiio’the tion (/0 of 1 n(h:i, woiitlu^'.ni'il,'' the iiK'iuon'al 
])ro('c'edH:— 

“ Tliii’cll}', y\ll I,ha {i]af'f“i winch are aiidcr (heir j^ovoraemciil and cuiiiaiaund Iliiia 

cxiiclly and Lrncly inil. dmvnc and \y('o lieiiig able to avouch i(, to he mo, hy^ many (a ideal, and 
invincible jii'oofen, ainl soiui' cyc-wiltn'sHCa, if need iwiiiin*; llial. Ihiac i-cinaj iielli dial, all lla* 
rest, rich kincdoiiia aial ialanda of the K;mt, winch a)’c in mnnbi'r very lUajiy, arc md, of (lu'ir 
|mwev and iuriadicliou, and free for any other priiieea or |ie(iiile of (he woi Id lo reiiayrc iinlo, 
wIkjok' (he aoverai.yoie lonhi and govoiaoi'M of lliose leri‘i(orien wil bee willing In adoiille hilo 
(heir douiiiiions' a cliicfo |)ar((‘ whereof are lh("-'eliere eiinaiiiec.’' Ileri' follow,a a eabilo'pie 
uiulcr the (ille of “d'lie innnoa of lh('ehiefe kiiowiie iMlanda and kinf'doiini bi'3 ond llie('a|ieof 
Ihieiia Six'vanea, wholy out of Ihi' dominion of lln- I’oriufialiH and ,‘-!|iaiiiai(I m, in (lie eiml, 
soiiih-easl, and imi-lh-oaMl, [larln of (bo world." 

As I,his caialogiu' fni'nislioH, in the very (A-rms eniployt'il, a. vivid idi'a. uf (he 
lii'illiaiit I'CHiilts antieijiated Irein Uio e.stahlisliim'nt uf ati Minst India triide, i(, 
is lic're unhjoitiod verbid.im; — 

“Till' fsle of ^^adllg!l!leIlr, or Han hoi-euan, npoii the liackeMith' of Afi'ieii- I’lic kiiiedoma of 
Orixa, lluiiiCiilii, ivikI AiMcan, on the (liillo of I'enf'ala—h'he vieb and iniehlie kineilorne ol 
Pen'll-The Ldnnihnno of .rniifidiion--Tlic kin;'dome of Siiun -Tho kdnn'ilome of t'andioia 
The kiuodoau! of t'.mcduiiehinii —The nio.st ini<,dity and widlliy empire of Ohiiiii- 'I'lie rich and 
ffcmldeu island of Hnmatrii—'riw whole ishuula of diiva A'lajor, d.iva Minor, imd Italy 'I'bc 
liiri;('and tieh iRlandH of T’orneo, OelebeH, (dilolo, and Oh I’iipimH—The loiift- Iraele of Nova 
ftiiiiiea iind iliu fhle.s of Holi)moii--Tlie ru-.h and imnnnerabli! inlaudH of MiilaeoH and I he 
S[iiaerie, exeept lha (.wo auiidt IhIoh of TLdore and Amboyno, where the l'or(,u;'(dM have only 
I wo sniid I'orl.s—Tho larot* ialiinda of Miiulinaa iiiid t'lUiiinineH- Thi' poidden iiilanilM of Ihi' 
oreiitL' and ainal Loipieos—The manifold and iiojmloK aylver i.slundH of the JaponeH The 
eouutiy of Oorfiy newly difipovorod to fhe noi'lli-eiist.” 

Iimnediately after this catalogue, Uie mormn-Iid ]'oiter{i,(,cs tlie Kl.ii,ti'iii('nL 
that “in iill the,so, and iiiliaitc plaeon more, abounding witli gren.te weltln' iunl 
riches, tlie Porlugales amt SjiaiiiardK have not any ca,stle, forte, h1oelsi‘hoits(>, 
or connnarmdeiuent,” smd appeals in proof of it to nmnt'ronn irnllioritien, con- 
ninting of “ Portngalle antkora printe.cl and written,” “.Spanish antluirs prinl.ed 
in Hiiajme,” “Ttalieua,” “Englinlimen,” and “Hollanders.” I’he linst two, which 
fdone now po.sae.ss niucli interest, iiidnde under the former liend—“Sir Mniiu-is 
Drak’.s men yet living, and lits owti wiitiug jirinted,” “Air. Pfioinas dnndi,she's 
Oonipanye, yet living, and hin wTitingn printed,” “Mr. Itiiljih Fitche’.s I’ravityh's 
through iiLost of the, Portugal Indies, iu print,” and “Mr. Jiimc's LimeiistiT's 
ami hi,s Oompanye’g voyage a.s farre as Malficca, ]n'iid,ed;” and under the latter 
head—“dolin Huygen do Linschoten’s woito, wliieli lived above seven ymn.s 
in India,” "The first voyage of the irollaudens to Jiiva and Haly, in printo, ’ 
“The .second voyage to Java, in Hutch and Englisli,” “Tdie testimonie of 
WlBiain Pers, Englishman, with them in tho sayd voyage,” and “The third 
returne of the Hollanders from tho East Indies this yere.” After this array 
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o1' aiiilioi'lLk'H, LIu' mciuoriali ,ts, wiufulciiL LliaL Lliey bad Lnmin>liantly efaUddisliad \ o ihd 
L lioir case, eetdiuue tbii,5.— 

“ I'burllily, k'l LliC'iU hliowi' iniy jiwla .uiil Uwoliil hmsdiis, voyd i.t alluLtioii and iiailndilin, 

\> hy they .dioidd I .ii'iv hee inajustie, and a! otlicr Ohiistiaii [iiiuces and htaies, of tJiu i\-,e of (lie 
v.isle, 'wyile, and hdinilely (jpeii ocoan nea, and of aiooss to llie tomloiies and doininions of -n 
many fine |ji'inceM, kin,4=1, and |iotcntat(jn in the Kisl, in whose doiuiiiiou', they liave noe iiioK 
ho\ei'ain;n eonimannd oi- anthui'itie, tlieu wee, oi any C'lnistiaii!) \vinno( \ci-.” 

The Mins ai'o’ued could iniL he nibioiuilly coiitesLeil, and yet it was 1 \tj iv 1 , ua 

quite clear that tl)i‘ Siiatiiai'd.s would uob coinseiit to yielil it They claimed ia 
vii'tiK; ol a I’apal grant, wbieh bad an'ogaiitly bestowed upon them exclusive ^rna.uu- 
rigbt to all new lauds wliicb uiigbt be discovered eitber in tlie East oi- West, 
and lu'ucc!, until this claim was set aside', or voluntarily reliiL([niniicd, the 
nu'iuoiialLsts, in so I'ai' as tbe (luestion lay between tbeiu and sueb elaiuiaiits, 
were doing little better than beating the air when they argued that et'ery 
locality not aetually oeoujiled hy the Spaniards and Portuguese wa,s open to all 
Llie world. 'J'o ('very sueii as'gnnu'ut (.d' tlie memorialists, liioir opponctits were 
always ready to aivswor, “ W(> claim not merely wbat we o(jeupy, luit the whole 
that we have diseoveivd, or may yet be discovered in those regions” A claim 
SI) ('.stravagfilit could not he aequieiiced in hy any I’rob'stnnt govei'niiiont; hut 
Quec'u Mlizabt'Lh, though she had doulitless dotermiued tluit the maritime enter¬ 
prise' ol' her suliji'cls should have Full scope in the East, dealt witli the mcmoi'ial 
ui the eautums .spirit iii which .she usually acted, and lielbrc deciding, caused a 
i-epoit to he made upon it hy tlu* eelehriited Enlke Oreville, al'tmvaids Loj'd 
Drooke In this rigiort, which was inad(' to Sir Eraui'is Walsingluini, who had 
reipiested “ the iiame.s oF such kings as are absolute in the East, arrd ('itluu' have 
warr or tralliipic with the Kluge oF Spaine," OrevUJe eiiter's very Fuller into iapi.it i.y 
detail, eomineneing I'atlier .superlluortsfy 011 the coast of Ilarhaiy, and proeoeding (ubIui,. 
lir.st south to the tJiijie of Good Hope, aud then north to the mouth of the Ifed 
Idea. It is here only that hi,s report begins to bear properly upon our subject, 
d'lumgb be aeknowledgos it to be merely a eonniilatioii from two or' tlu-ee 
autboLs, “luiviug neitlier meiine.s nor tyme to soak other hol])e,4,” it is well 
entitled, iiotwith,standing several geograpbioal bbmdei'.s, to more than a passing 
notict' Al'Ler tr'acing tbe east Al'riean coast as far as the Cape of Gardafuy, be 
tlurs ]ii’oeeeds;-— 

“At, Uu' .said capo Uic PorUigalls yeerly lye in wayte for llio 'J'urkisli. slijppus, wliicli 
.■idvculiu'u (0 U'a/ri([uc witliout tlieir licence, houMingo themselves <hs only comtmaimhi'n of 
these Hi'iiH. Prom the cape to the month of the ii’od Sea ai'e also iiumy small doraiiiions of 
white JMahomotaiis, rich in goidd, sylver, ivoi'y, and all kyiid of vietuallB: and behind tlion 
cuntrieH, in tlie mayno, lyoth the great empire of Prester dohn, to whom iho Portiigalls (rw 
Home write) doo ycerly send eight shijipas, laden with all kyudo oEmorchandise, ami also fai'iiish 
thoniHcdvca with many sayllors out of hiu const towucs in the Red Sea. In the bottom of 
tliis sea, at a place culled Sues, the Turckes build galiies which aconre all that coast, as far 
as Mclindo, ami evoi'ie yoore annoy the Portngalls oxcuedinge much. Beyond tlU' Red Sea, 

Arabia, Helix io governed by ma.nie sultans of greate and absolute power, both by sea and 
land; nppoii the ])i.unte thereof slaiidcth the riche and strongc cittie Aden, whor both In- 
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diiius, i’oi’tiianK, K;(,hio[)iauK, 'riirkcHj ami I’orLiioala, liavc i'vcc.(iljii!.',o "loalo Il•a,Hil|lU'. lli')oml 
Uu' Oulf ()1 IVraia Uuil kiiigo [) 0 .sacaHcIli all llio coaat, and halli '.(I'laiL Iralliiiuo with Uii' 
I’oLliigals, witli peai'Ies, cai’|>otlH, ami ollioi' I'iali cimiinodilic'J, 'I'lin da ol Onuiia Ijatli in 
(liu inoulh of Ihia golf, and ia Kulijocl. In Llici [Viaiaiis liul. so Had Ilia I’oalnaals lialli a 
|■o^■lu ill U, and Uicr ia Uia blajilo of at liulia, Aialiia, Porsia, and Tin Ida, wlnlliaa CliiiHliaii 
mai'atiauls do also aasort, i'uaii Ali‘)>]in and 'rri])iilis, l.wyso in Uia yaav.’ 

(iontiiiuiiig eii.sfcwai'il lie iutivom at, Jiulin, id wliicli ho .says: 

“ Idayoiid the Tarsiaii lietli Uio kingdniua of Cainhaia, wliiali is Llia fiaiilfidU.sl of all India, 
and hath axaeadiiioe greafo fra Him | no: 1,1m Poi'liigalH iiobsassa Unr Llia Lowna ol Diau, .saiLinda 
ill an ilaiid iii Llio nioiiLli of Lliti Imliis, wliur Iio liatli gi’aaf Irada willi Hia ('aiidiai.uis, and 
all otliai’ iiatiniis in Uia.sc pailos. Next is Ilia auiiliio of Hia Malahai'a, wlio ai'C Ilia liasi, 
soiildiaia of India, and gvaafasl, anoinian of Uiu I’oi'Uigalait nmih ouaa an aniyar annviai', now 
divided iiilo iii.iiiy kingdoiii.s; |iarl, in siihjcol, lo flia fjiiaoii of llaliaola, who sallalli giaal, .sluaa 
of [lapjier Lo the I’oi'Liigid.s, al a fowiio aallad Onor, wliiali lliay lioiild in liai' iilala: Hia I'c.sl of 
ALalahar is divided into fyva kingdoms, (Vdiiii, Clnuianoi', fdundo, ('onion, and f'alaaliul,; flm 
last was Iha graata.d, lint, liy Uic asHistaiiea of lln‘ Koidiia.ds, ('ocliiii lialh now paavailad 
above him. ISayond Hia Wal.ibai'a is Ilia kiiigilonio o| Nai'Minga, wliar Hia I’lndiiaalu also 
fralliiiuo; Hian Hie kiiiadoiii of Orison and llaiiaalan by Hia i-yver (liiiiaas, as id,so of Araeaii, 
l*i\f;ii, Taiiassai'ia and (iiiada." 

The liiLLcr part el" the n'jiort i.s less carefully drawn up, and coniinils the 
egregious hluuder ol' eont'uundhig T'aproliaiia,, or Ceylon, with Sumatra. Jt 
eniitiniies tlui.s;— 

“Tlia iliiiid of yumiilva or 'J’liprolmiia is possassed by nniny kiiigaa, aiiamiai, to Hia I’or- 
tiioals; Hia idmif is the ICim,' of Daiihmii, who liasiagad lliam in hlahieaii, and with his oiiHias 
slopiiad Ilia pus,sane of victnalla and trallhpic from Cliinii, ,fii])aii, and Molnaco, lill, by a 
niayne lleiate, tlm coast wan cleared. 'J'lic Kiiiga of yjiaiaiia, in ragarde of Hia iinporliiiiai' 
of tills passage, hath often resolved to eouquor Siiiiialra,, iait iiothinaa is dona, 'I'hi' Niiigas 
of Aahayn aail Tor are, in lyke sorto, enemies to Iho I'ortiig.ds, The I’liilipiiiinis halonoad 
to llic crowiie of C'liiiia, hat, ahamloned liy him, wore jio.saes.sail liy tlia djiaiii.'U'd.s, who lia\o 
ti'iillieqiia Iher with IhoTiierctiants of Oliina, wliiali yearly hring to them ahovi' I wanly sldppa,s, 
iadaii with all inauucr nf wares, wliieh they cariw into Now iSpaiiia luid Miwiao, 'I'liey 
trallhiipio also with tlio Cliiiiois al, Maekau, and da)iaii. And, iasUia, al Chia, tlieia is groat 
resort nf all iiatiouH, from Ariiliia, Arineiiia, Persia, ('amhaia, llaiigala, Pegu, iSiam, Mahieca, 
•lava, Aloluecn, and China, and the Portiigats milfer Ihcm all tn lyvo tlier, after llieir owiio 
rnannera and relligioua ; only for matter of jusliee they are ruled by the Porliigall law. lu 
the yeere 1C84, many ambassadors came to Cloa from Persia, Cambaia, and the M.ihdiavn, and 
eoneliided peaae with the PoiTugals; ISSli, the Arahiana slew ahove KUO Pnrtiinals." 

This report is dated the 10th nf March, in the yc'ar I a!)!), a,ecoi'ding to the 
old, hut lO'OO according to the preKsent mode of reckoning, and inii.st have had a 
firvourablo effect, aa the rpieen’.s iippiadiiition of the jirojeutod voyage was .sliortly 
after .sigiiilicd ; and a general meeting' of the adveuturer.s wa.s held at Konuder.s’ 
Rail, on the 2od of Beptemher, when it was resolved “ that they 'wu\dd goe 
forward.s with the voiagu” The maiia.geiiioiit was intrusted to .seventiaui direc¬ 
tor,s, or, as they were tlien called, committees, who met for the fir.st time mi the. 
very .same day, and two days aftei- made a ]nirehase of the shi[) Siimiu for the 
sum of ifilCOO, T’he ecouomicaJ .spirit in which the jmrehaso was made ap}jea,rs 
ill a stipulation hy which the sellers agreed to take lier hack n,t half-pri(.‘,o 
on her return. The. next day (26th) tlie purchase (T two other ships, blio Ifectoi' 
and Asaensio7h, waa agreed to; and a call wfis made upon the suhscrihors for 
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payniuiiL of a Lliinl iif the wliolo stock ou or licCuic tlio aOLli Ou this day a 
(Iratt ol till' [latcut ol privilcoos, oj‘ cliartci’, to l>c siiliiiiittcd to tljc crown, was 
road and approved It had hecn pivpaicd hy a Mr Altliaiii, who received a 
foe of L I- 

In tlie eoursf' of tliose |irop;uM,tinns, the dircftoi's were somoudiat startled l)y 
an application Ironi the Loi-d treasurer Bnrleigli, roconiinendinp; the enniln^oiieiit 
of Hir Mdward MichclhoriH! in the voyage. The* ground of the application is 
not stated, ))iit various circinnstaucOH lead to the conclusion tliat the possession 
of rnnrt favour was Bii- Edward’s highest fjiialificatiou. Tlio directors were 
only petitioning for tlieir charter, anil niiist have heen perfectly awai’o of the 
risk' tlii'y j'an in refusing to eoinply with the wishes of suidi a statesman as 
Lord Ijiu'Jeigh It says nnieh both for their lirnniass and their prudence, that 
they niiiniiged to place their ohjection to his lordship’s nominee not on personal 
Init on |nihlir grounds, floeliuiiig their resolution “not to employ any gentleman 
ill any place of charge,” and j'cipiesting “iliat they niiglit be allowed to sort 
theiri' hiisinesH witJi men of tlieir own rjualityi', lest the Mi.spiccion of the 
eni|)loyiiieub of gentlemen being taken bold upon hy the geueralitie, do dryve 
a great iiumher of the. iidvenbiLreivs to withdraw their contribnlions” 

VVis'e the words ijauJh^nKm ami (jcnilt’tm'ii here employed in the sense 
which is now usually attaclied to tliem, the answe.v would not only atf'ord wkat 
Mr Mill tliiuks he. liiids in it, “a euriuus .sjiecimeu of the mode of thinking of 
the times,” hut indicate a narro\vncs.s and illiberality of inind sritticiont to 
|)rovi‘ iliat tlio diree.Lm's were unwortbyf of the honourable oiiiee with wliioli they 
had luiun intrusted. Jt Is impossible to believe, that in laying the founclatioms 
of a eompany in whicli one of the leading objects contcmjilated was, to use tlieir 
own expve.sslou, “ th(‘ liouor of tlieir native countrie,” they iiiteuded to lay it 
down as a general and liifloxihlo rule, that a man, however well qualilierl he, 
might he in other resjieeis—liowever sldlful a.s a seaman—however expert as an 
aeeouutant—however shrewd and experienced as a imn'ehant—-was to he deemed 
unfit for eiiijiloyniout “in anyplace of charge,” if ho hap})Oued to have been 
born of a good family, and to possess the manners and aecomiili.slmicirt.s which 
entitled, him to move in the first circles of society. However strange the 
language may sound, its meaning evidently went no further than this, that 
in making tlieir appoiiitnients the directors would he guided solely hj" profes¬ 
sional ability, and were detorniined to have nothing to do with those who, 
Illuming themselves on being gentlemen aivd nothing more, would only draw 
the jirolit, without performing the duties of any oIFicc to which they might be 
appointed. 

Though the charter was not yet granted, the directors, having now no doubt 
of obtaining it, proceeded with their ai’rangemenlH, The imrchase of three 
vessels has already been mentioned. On tlie 5feh of October, a fourth, called the 
Mulloe Soourge, and double the size of any of the others, was purchased from 
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ol'a piiiiuioc was added; and Llie whole cxjiediCioii, :ih then [a'oJeeLt'd, ,stood Llius: 
—The j\[(iLw6 Scoii'iye, whose u:uuo was subH<‘(|U(MiFly eliaiigeil Lo LhaL ol Idle 
lied Drcij/oa, 200 men, GOO tons; Die lledur, 100 men, GOO Lons; Idle yl.svvn 
nion, SO men, 2(i0 tons; i\\a 80 num, 21.0 Lons; and a |)innace, 40 men, 

100 Lous—in all, .500 mmi and 1-500 tons d’he investment, consisLing of iron 
(wrungdiL and unwrought), tin, h'ad, 80 jiioees ol hroaihdoLhs ol all eolonis, 
80 jiioees of Devojishire kerseys, and 100 [lieees of Norwieh sLullis, v\’iLh smalhs' 
iirtleles cluelly L'ur pi'esents, was eninpuLed at TLA 15, and (du‘. |U'ovisions (or a 
twenty months’voyage at JCGCOO, ks. JOi^. d'h(' reniaiiuler ol the origina.l siili 
.seri[)tLon oi‘ TOO,10:3, Gs. Sd., under deduetion ol' the piirehase and eiiuipment 
ol’ the vessels and other [layments, was to be taken out in bnUlon. 'I'liese 
ciileulatiuns could only be considered eonjoetural, and aiterwardn, as vvill be 
seen, imderwent considerable modilications. 

On tho SOtli of October, tlie same day on whieli the (diarter was smit to the 
attoruey-genend for his ojiiiiion, a generad meeting oJ' tin' advi'iitni’c'r.s was 
lu'ld, and the iniportant resolution wa.s adopted ol' increasing the numlier of 
directors fi'Oin lifteeu to twenty-rour. 'L'hat number was aecordingdy eleeti'd, 
and their names, along with that ol' Alderman Thomas t^niitli, who had the 
lionour of being the first governor appointed, were ordered to be inserted in 
the anticipated charter. Another resolution was that each adventur('r should 
pay up Ids suliseriptiun, On this suhji'ct Hriico, whose' Annalti of the Kiod 
Tudui (Jo'iniiaoy furnish the only jiriuted infovmu.Uon, makes statenu'iifs which 
are very'-ohscure, and apparently irrceoneilahle. In one ]>as,siige (vol i. p, IGP) 
he says, “lb is remarkahle that these ]iaymeuls were made hy the whole of 
the adveutiu'ers, with tho exception of foni' ordy, who withdrew tlu'ir snhs(Ti[i 
tioiis.’’ Immediately after ho sjieaks of “ the fmids of tin' society lieing thus pro 
vided for;” and yet he afterwards (giotcs from the minutes ol' anothc'r meetiug 
of the adventurers, “smnmoiied on the .Sth of Deeemher, to make u]) the fund 
wdth whieh the voyage was to he fitted out,” ami at which “it wcis agn'ed 
that the whole of the sum suhscrihed hy the adventurers should be [laid in by 
the J.3th of that mouth; and declared, as the shijis were now ready to proeei'd 
to aca, that such of the suhscrihers as should not, at tho jirecediug date, lia.vo 
piud in their proportions, should be held to bo liable for any losses that might 
liapipen in conseipuonce of the stipulated aubscriptioii not having heen nia,d(! 
good by them.” These statements cannot easily bo rocoiu'iled. If all Llio 
original subscriptions, witli the exception of four only, were paid iij), how 
could it be necc.ssary to hold out a general menace tlu-eatcnlug all dc'faalters 
with actions of ckraagos? The most pvohahlo oxydauation is, tliiit sd'ter the 
original list of 101 auhscriyotions was completed, other yiarties had lioeii temjiled, 
hy the near prospect of ohtaining a charter on adviwitageons terms, to come 
forward and pnfc down tlmir names. It is almost certain that something oJ' tins 
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k'iiid mud< liHVi^ l)(’('iv ([ou<x Hiiifo (,1 k' iimiilK'i-of pov.ioiis iicLu.'illy iiK’orporaied a i> non 
by lli(' ciiHi'lt'r is iiol, coidlnod fo flioso of tbi' oriyiniil lisL, but mnoiiiits in all 
In aid 

Auioiio'otlicf HIi.iiiycuuuds iiiudo provioiiu to tlic'd.do of Mio L'liiirtoi, may vpi'i'int 

111' nii'iitioiH'il till' ;i|)|)oinlmi‘iil4 of Junics Liinrasti'i- to Ibi' ]{cd oiI.uV/i,. 

Dvaijoii, wi(,li (Jio litli' of yoiu'ral or admir.il of LIk' fha'L, and ol' ('a[ilaiu -lolm h,",,'''''*' 
Dav'n to Mil' sooond ooimuand, witli fcho titlo of pilot major llotli of tlu'KC 
oIIh'ci'h liad [ii'ovloiisly madt' the voyatj^i-- the one under Captain Itaymond, in 
llie iinfoi I iiiiate expedition wliieli lias already been de.seribed; and the ollii'r in 
IdDS, as a pilot, in (,lie cunploynnuit of the Duteli. The terms of aoreement with 
tlu' Ihi'inci are not menlioued; hut those wifh tli<« latter deserve notiee, in 
fui'iiishiinj; a 'mmhI idea of the sjiirit in which the voyao(> was muh'rtal'a'ii, and 
of the hopes ('uterlaiiK'd as to its Mieeess The terms were TlOO waoi's, X2()() 

on credit as an advenluri*, and a eommission on the jirolit, rated alternativi'ly 

at XfiOO, XIOOO, XI iOO, or £ilOdO, aeeordino' as the clear ri'tnriiB on the ea]ntal 
hhonid yii'ld (wo for one, threi' for one, four for one, or live for one. Tlio lead- 
inp, ohjeel in this ai'i'anpi'inent w.is to j>iv(' O.iptain Davia a ])(’rHonal inleiest 
111 the ,siieeess ol' tin' voya'p' Tin' .same ohji'et was k('pt .steadily in view in 
airanoine' with all other partii's Thus tlu' factors or snpereare'oeft, tliiity six 
ill luimlier, were ai'rane'ed in four dilforimt elassen: of which tiie hi'si ri'ceivi'd 
ClOO w.iyes, and XdOl) advanced as an adventnvi'; the .second XoO wapes, and 
ClOO advmitnn'; the third XdO wages, and .CliO adventure; a,nd the fonrili 
X;!0 wagi's, and X tO adventure, hlviui tlu' common M'limen were treated on 
th(' same ])rinei(ile, and ri'eoived four months’pay, of which the half only was 
paid as wiig’es, whih' the-other half was advanced as an adventnro. 

ddu' ehavt('r was granti'd on tlie, last day of tho sixIcM'nth oimtni'y, ShsL 
Deeeiuher, HiOO. laki' all deeds of the .same kind, it is .sjiim out to such a 
lengUi hy vm-hiagi' and vain tautology, as to occupy twmity-.six pngi's of a 
prinh'd qnarto volume. It is, of course, inlpossihlc to give it at length. For¬ 
tunately it is also unnoce.ssary, as everything of im])ortance in it may he 
('oinpressed witiun eomparatividy narrow limits, 

Proei'cding in tlai (piemi’s name in tho form of lettors-j)a,toiit, afldres,sed "to 
all our oDieent, riiiiustors, and suhjeets, and to all otlier pooiilo, as well witliin 
this our realm of Plnijhmd a,s elsewhere,” it hegins with stating that “Onr moMl, 
d(*ar and loving cousin, George, Earl of Cumherland, and our woll-heloved suh- 
jeets, Mir .fohn lTu.rL, ol’ London, knight, Mir John Sjieneer, of London, knight, 

Kir Itdwanl Miehelhoriw, knight,'WilUain Cavendish, eseiuiro,” nine aldermen 
of Ijomlon, and other individuals specially named, amounting in all to 218, have 
"heen petitioners unto us for our royal assent and licence,” that they, "at their 
own a,d ventures, costa, and charges, as well as for the honour of our realm of 
Hiliighmd, as for the increaso of our navigation, and advancement of trade of 
morchtmdiKe, within our said realm, and the dominions of tho same, might adven- 
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tiu'o and wd, ['oiLU one or more v()}'ao('s, with couvenic-iiL lunTiber ol’ .ships and 
pinnaces, Ipy way of ii'affic anil inoichandize to the Eiihi in tin' coiintiii's 

ainl parts of 7\sia and AiVic.i, and to as in, my of tlu' isla.nds, porls and ciiies, 
towns and ))lacps llu'n‘a,honts, as where tinde and i,radicle napy hy all liluhhood 
he disco\a‘i'(>(h estahlislied, oi had; divers of which eoiintrien and many of (he 

islands, cities, atid poii-, thei('(d‘, have 
long sinet' he('n di.seovered h) ollu'r.s 
of oiir .suhji'cls, albeit not rn'(pa'nled 
ill trade oC meieliaiidi/.i' 

Jn aeeordanei' with tliis ]ietd,ion, 
her niaje.sty, “p;ieatly ti'iuh'rinp (he 
liononr of our nation, (lie wi'allh of 
oiir p('o])l(', and (he eneoinaoi iiimd, of 
them, and o(,her,s of oui' lo\dipi; snh- 
jee(s in their iioiid ent.erprises, for 
(he inereasi' of oiir navii;atioii, and 
(he advanemnent of lawful (lallh', lo 
(he benedt of onr poiiuuousvealtli,” 
('ofi.stitni.e.s tlie [letitioner.s a “ body 

'iiord'iiil Coinpnui of the Mo'iha'nht 
of Lovilo)), li'iiiii'tiii iii/o ilin /(/'msl 
Indies,’' eni[)Owerinp; iliein and theii' successors, in thal, name and eajiaeity, 
to possess or dispose of laud, tenements, a.nd liereditaineids, (,o have' a eoimnon 
seal, to ,sue and be sued; and, in .i^-eiieral “Lo do and e>.o(‘ut(' all and siii{i,nlar 
other thhigH by the same name,” as fully and f'r('ely a", “any other onr liepe 
people,” 

The charter (lieu goes on to prescribe the mode of managenieni, ol' ihe 
affairs of the company, flxitig it in a governor, and twenty-four other niendiers 
called committeeB, Avho are to have “tlio direction of the voyag'Ofi of or for tlii' 
,sai(l company, and the provision of the aliijvping and merchandizes (.hereto 
helonging, and also the sale of all merchandizes returned in Uie voyajges;" and, 
in general, “ blie managing and handling of all other thing,s belonging to the 
.said company.” Tlioimis Smith, alderman of the city of London, is nominated 
as the “ fir.st and present governor*,” ami twenty-four other membei'.s as (,lie. 
“first and present coinmitLecs” of Iho company; but as these nominations were 
to continue in foi'ce only for a year from tho date of Urn charter, ilie mode 
of electing their .successors in office is next pointed onl,. hoi' (,his pinpoKC 
tho compiany, or a majority of those “piH'seni at any prrblie, assembly, eoin- 
moidy called the emirt, Itolden for the ,said company,” the governor abva,y,s 
being one, a,re empowered to elect a deputy to act in tho governor’,'! absenuK'; 


eorjiorate and politick, in deed and 
in name, by the name of The (fu'er 
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aiul Lh('ii'af(,('r. “ (‘V{'ry yi'ar cm tli(> PirsL diiy of 3uly, or at any Lime within six 
ila.ya afL('r Llial. day, to asseinhUs and meet bonoLlier iii KOine convcideiiL plane,” 
and, wJiilo so assenililt'd, to eleet a ^‘ovinnoi- anti tweiity-lbnr (‘i>inmittce,s for 
LIk' ensiiiii” yt'ar In Lite ('vand, of tin'tloiiLli or dej.irivtiLion by misconduct of 
any of tlu' iiorsons I,Inis I'lecLcd, the company, ajfain met in court, arc antliorized 
to supply the vacancies thiin oecurrin^t;, but only for the time of oJlice wliicli 
l■emaiued nne\[iired Not only tlio otllcials tinis clectetl wore to swear ‘ well 
iind ti'iily” to (‘xeciito tin' ollices commibtetl to them, but “as well every one 
iihovi' iianu'd Is) bt' ol' the said oomptiny or fellowshij), as all otliers to be herc- 
id'tei' aduiitti'd, or fret' of iJie said company, lo take a corporal oath before the 
o'oveinor of the Haiti company, or his dcjuity for the time being, to such offeet, 
as by the .saltl ii'overnor and company, or tlio more ])art of them, in any public 
eoui't to bo held for tilt' ,said company, shall he in reasonable mariner set down 
and dovist'd, bt'lbre they shall be alhnre<l or admitted to trade or tratlick as a 
IVet'inan of the said eoinpany.” 

In this last (pintation the important point of inernhorship is incidentally 
idlntleil tt), A nioro ('\plie.it sta.temt'nt oeenrs in a. siihseipient clause, in which 
“all that are ur .shall ho of the said eom])any,’’ and all their sons, “at tlieii' 
.several ages of oii(> and twenty years or upwards,” and all their “ appi’ontices, 
factors, or sersuruts," “which shall lii'roailcr he employed hy the said governor 
and eompanv, in the trade of merchandize, of or to the East Iiidias," arc em- 
]lowered li'iMily to tra.Hh) during' tlu' jieriod and within the limits assigned to 
the company. 'I’he period is rostrictod to “ fifteen years,” with tlie promise of 
an ex I,elision to otlier lilloen, if asked liy the company and approved by the 
crown, hut the eliarter migdif. be recalled at any time after a notice of two 
years. 

d'lu' space over winch the coinjiany might trade is of enormous extent; and, 
tluuig'li .spoken of under tin' general name of the Ea.st Indies, is more paiticu- 
larly deHcrlhed as including “the countries and parts of Asia and Africa," and 
“all th(' islands, ports, havens, cititrs, creek.s, towns, and places of A.sia, Africa, 
and America, or any of iliem beyoml the (lape of liona bsperanza to the 
y(,i'eight,s of filagellivri, whore, any trade or trallick of raerdiandme may ho nsed 
or had ” Within Uie.se limits the oumpany are empowered to traffic freely “ by 
seas, in awl liy such ways and passagess already found out and discovered, or 
wliich shall henjaftw'be found out and diseovereil, as they shall esteem and bake 
to be littc'it;” the only ro.sfcrictioii being, that “the same trade be not under- 
tideen noT' addro.s.sod to any cormtry, island, port, haven, city, d'eek, town, or 
place, already in the lawful and actual poasession of any such Ohn,stian prince 
or state, as at bhi,s proaont is or shall hereafter bo in league or amity” witli the 
British crown, and “who doth not or will not accept of such trade, but doth 
overtly declare and publish the same, to be utterly against his or their good ^nll 
and liking.” 
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The moro ofil'cLually Lit cai'iy (ui Lius tiude, Lhi' coiu]iaiiy arc aiiLlierizeil (o 
meet from time Ln Liiue, aiul make “such iiml so many reasonabh' law.s, eoiisLi- 
Luiioii.s, ordei'.s, and oedmaiu'e.s,” a4 may seem “ iieei'ssary and eoiiveiiii'iiL” ior 
tlie gnud goverumeiifc of the eom|iaiiy, and of all Lheii' laetors, maslevs, mai'i- 
iici'S, and oilier ofiieers' and for the hetter advauieement and eniitimianee ol the 
trade; and not only to make sueli laws, Imt to enforee tlie ohservanee of them 
liy iuflk'tino- upon on'endei's “pains, pmiislimi'nts, and ])('nalties, |ty iinpri.som 
mont of body, or liy fines and amereemeids, or by all or any of ilu'm,’’ it being, 
however, alnay.s undenstood that “the said laws, oidei.s, eoustii/utions, ordins 
and ordinance,s be reasonable, and not eontrary or repngnaut to the law.s, 
statute,s, or customs” of tlie it'idm 

The pih'ileg'e of trade witlihi the limits above desevibed is declareil to 
beloiin excliisively to Llu‘ company; and all snltjeeLs of tlit‘ Ihiglisli erowii, “of 
wliat degree or ipiality .soever thiyy lie,” ai’C sLiietly J’orbidden, “ hy viidiie ol‘ 
oiii' jins'ogative I'oyal, whieh we will not in that beliall' have argued or ln'oiighi, 
in (jnestion,” to “visit, haunt, fnapieut or trade, tralliek or adventiiri', hy \va_y 
of mcrcliaudise, into oi- from any of the said East Indies, or into or I’roin any 
tiio islands, ports, havens, citii's, towns, or ])laee,s aforesaid,”---(‘vei'y [lersoii or 
persons presuming- to traflie iu delianee of this pvohihition “slr.dl ineuv our 
indignation, and tlie forfeiture and lo.s,s of the good.s, merchandizes, and otlu-r 
thing.s whatsoever, whieh so .shall be brought into thi.s reahii of Mngliuul, or any 
of the dnmluious of the same, contrary to onr .said prohibition, or the ]mrport or 
ti'Lie meaning of the.se pi-esonl.s, as also of tlie .ship and ships with the furiiltm'e 
theroof.” One-half of the forfel tunes thus incurred is reservc'd to Lhi’ crown; 
the other Imlf is grantcil to the company. The oirendei-s are, inor(>over, “ for 
their said contempt, to suffer impvlsomueut during our jdeasure, and such otlier 
pimislunent as to us, our heirs oi- .successors, for .so liigli a, eontein])!, shall seem 
meet and eouvcnieiit, and not to be in anywise delivercMl imtll they and t-very 
of them shall become bound to pay unto the .said governor for the time being, 
the .sum of dJlOOO at the least” not to repeat tlie oH'unee, 

Tliese severe enactments against intoi-lopevs strikingly eontrasb with the 
large discretion given to the company, who, in addition to an exclusive right 
of trafllc ctivefnlly guarded against encroachment, are ompowm'ed, I'or tlie 
better encouragement of merchants, .strangens, or othm-.s, to hriug in eommo- 
dlties to our realm,” .and “for any consideration or bemdlt to be taken to tlu'ir 
own use,” to “give license to any person or ])er.sous to sail, trade, or ti-alliek inl.o 
or from tlie .said East Indie,s,” To enhance the value of thi.s largo diserebloiiary 
power, the ipieeu gTatuitonsly binds herself, her heirs and sueecKsors, not to 
grant license of trialing within the limits of the charter to any per,son whatever 
“without the consent/' of tho comjiany. 

On the gramul that tho company “ have not yet experienced of tho kinds 
of conmioditiea and merchandize,s wliieli are or will he vendible,” iu the East 
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ludu's, “and tliendinr hliidl lie driven Ln cany to tlioHc ]iarfcs, in ilieir voyages \ n n.uo 
outward, divci'M and sundry conn nodi ties wliicli are likely to lie, returned agaiid’ 
into the nsdin, tli(‘ evports of their four lirst voyages are deelared “free of 
custom, subsidy, oi’ |iouiidag(‘, or any other duties or |)aynients” On imports, 
during the. whole period of the charti'r, creilit of six inontlis on the one half, 
and of twelve months on the other half of the diitie.s c.xigihle, i.s to lie allowed 
after snlHi'ionl seem ity fnj-uitiniahs payment has heeji givmn; and liccauRO the 
(iompany “are like to lirini;' to this our risdm a iniich greater quantity of foreigii 
com modi bie.s’’ than can lie required for home consunqithni, the duties wdiieli 
might ha,vo b(;en ('xigibhs on the export of .such coniiuodities as arc afterwards 
n'shipped for transpru’t to other eonntries arc to be remitted, provided the 
n'shipment talcc pla,('C iu hlnglish bottoms, and not later than Lliirictm monblis 
from the, date of iuipoit, 'I'hc only other jirivilcgc necessary to be mentioned 
is the permission annually to ex])ort the sum of C30,()(K) in bullion or coin, of 
wbieh at least LdOOO slumld ju'c'viou.sly bo coined at the royal iiiiub. d’lii.s 
)iermission --wliieb, owing to the criido ide,as then generally eutcj'tahu'd on 
tile subjeeli of l.lie currcney, was [irobably regarded at the time as the least 
did'ensible of all —was granted only on tlie (‘xiiress proviso, that after the 
lirst voyagi' a sum at leiiit eipial to Limb exported should iirevionsly have heeii 
imjiorted 

'I'lmugh the original adventurer,s eontemplatetl trading on a joint stock, and SiOi-miiii'm 
sevt'ral parts of the (jluirber .semn frauu'd on the undersiiuidiiig that this umitor 
original inteutiem was to be carried out, the Huhjeet remains involved in the 
groaiesb ohseiirily. Tin' words joint stock do not once occur in the charter; and 
there I.s nothing in any jiart of it to indicate that the 218 individnals to wliom 
tlie ehai'U'r was granted possessed any liiglior qualification than that of having 
signed the petition on which it procee.dcd. It is known that 101 individuals or 
(inns bi'eame bound by tlieir sub.scri^itions to adventure on an (experimental 
voyage, snurs wdiieh, in tlie great majority of cases, amounted to 1200 caeli, and 
firmed an aggregate of £.30,133, (k So!; but whellter these were the only siuns 
suhserlbed at the date of the charter, or wliethcr all the new partie.s who coii- 
eurred in petitioiihig tlie crown had iirevioii.sly ((ualified ihemselve.s for meinher- 
ship by isnbsoribing, aro points which it is impoasihle to decide with any degree 
of rt'rtaiiity. The only clause in the charter which bears on the,se points is one 
whieli makoM it ojitional for the coinpauy to disfranchise tlK).sc members who 
.should fail against a certain day to ])ay up their subscriptions. The clause is as 
follow.s:- - 

“ Pi'iivulud always Ihat if any of the Iversons buforo named and .appointed by tliose presents, 
to In' free of the said Compuiii/ of Mo'chants of Londov, trading into the JHast hiidm, shall 
not hftfore Iho Koing forth of the fleet appointocl for this first voyage, from the port of 
Loudon, hriiig in and dellw'r io the treasurer or treasurers appointed, or which, within the 
S|iacft of twenty days from the date hereof, shall be appointed by tho said governor a,iKl 
fonqmny, or the more part of thoiii, to roceivo the eontribiitimia and adventure,s, set down 
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by ilio soyoral iKlveibui’ciN in Ihi'i Kisf* ;iu(l (iicsciit vo^'ii^o, iioio in liiiiul (o 1 k' scf ftti'lli, such 
sums of iiioiicVj (Is liuvo been, by uuy ol Liu* said (icrsoiis by llicsc |)rcscnl'-i uoiuiiiali'il to be 
of Liu* said coiupaiiv*) (*-V)U'(*ssc*(l, sol. dovvii^ jiiid wrilLcu in it bnoic for that jiurjiost*, and IcfL in 
till* liaiuls of llu* said Thomas SiniUi, novcriinr of llio said coinpany, or ot Ibr said I’aul 
riaymiu^', aldcruiaii (*f fjoudon, and hiibscrlbod wiLli Llu* nanu*s of tin* same advi'uturcis, 
ninler their hands, and aur('(*d iijion to be* advriiLurcd in the said iirsf Muaur, lliid then, il 
shall be* lawful for Lbi* said gov'ornor and com])any, or Llu* nuu'i* pari ol ihciii, wlirrcof Ilia 
■said governor or his deiiiily to be one, at any (heir gen(*ral eoiirl, or general assembly, lo 
veuun*e, dislVauehlse, and displace him or Llicm, at Lboiv wills and pleasures.” 

In order to ludlitiite ooimnim’nraiioii and rriendly intereouv.se ivitli tin* (‘onii 
tries wdiicli inij^lit bo vi.sitcd duritio’ the linst voyaoa* nnd(*r Uu* eharli'T, tin* 
ooiuuiaudur was I'lirui.slnjd with dmilioitte lettoivs, in whicli tlie (|iii*eii addressed 
their suppo.sed .sovereigns in the Ibllowing tevin.s;— 

'■ Ulix.'diollu', hy the graoo of flod, <in(*(*iu'of England, J'Vauiu'O, and lieland, Defender 
(if the Faithe, &c.,—'I'o the greaLe and migliLie King of -- , our h'\iiige lirother, 
grecLiugi*: 

" VVlioreas .iVimighLie Clod, in his iidinilo wisdoiin* and (ircn hU'iire, hailh ho disponed (d' 
lii.s lil(*.s.Hings, and of all the gnod Lhings of this ivoi-hi, which are rreatod and nrdrinrd for 
the use of nmn, Lhat howesocvor tiny he brought forUu*, and do oiLber (iriginaUlo growe, and 
are gatboriid, or otberwisu eomjio.scd and made, sunui*, in oui* romdrie, and noun* in aiuilhri*, 
yet they arc, by tha indnstrio of man, dirrcLed by Llu* hand of (loil, dispoi’Hi'd and h(*uL oni 
into ,'dl the parLo.s of Llio world, Lhat tlmroby his wondrrfidl bonnLio in hi.i rrralnrr*! may 
appoare unto all uaeions, his Tlivim* Majestic hnvingo so ordeyiU'd, lhat no ouo place .slionld 
enjoy (as the* native oommoditioH thereof) all things a]i))erU*yningc> to ukiu'h um*, Imt, IliaL 
one cniiutric should Uavo, node of another, and out of the aboaudaurc* ot the* fruits whii'h 
Hoino region enjoy(‘th, that the neeessiti(>s or wants of another should be .supplied, by utneb 
ineaues, men of soveridl and fan* i-emoto eoiuitries have eomnureu and tralliijiie, one 
with another, and by (heir enterehange of commodities are linked (ogeatiu*r in aniylie and 
frieudsbip]i: 

“Tlii.s considi’r.ition, most noble king, togeather with the honorable ri'iiorl, of your 
majcstii*, for the Avi'll oiiLer((>yiiinge of titraiigei's wliirli vi.sild your ronntrie in love and jmare 
(with lawfid trallhjne of mcrehaiindizingu) havaj moved u.s lo geave lie!*nr(.* (u diver.s of onr 
subjects, who have bene stirreil ii|)[) wil.li a desire (by a long and daungerous navigariim) to 
finds out and viaiU, your territories and doiniukms, beinge fmuous in llmisi* parti'.s of llu* world, 
and lo olTrr you ronunerco ;aid traHupie, hi buyingo and enlerrliaiiugiiige of roiuiuodilie!) 
with our people, aecordiiigo to the course of mereliaimts; of which roiumorre ami inlei-rliang- 
iiig, yf your niajestie shall acce|)t., and shidl receive and enturtayue our nierrhauiils wilh 
favour, aBcordiiigo Lo that hope whicli bath encouraged Lhetn Lo idteiupl so long and dann- 
gerous a voiadge, you shall fiiulc. them a peojiU*, in tlioiv dealiugi* and convorsaeion, of Hud, 
justice and eivilitio, that you ah.-dl not mislike of their ropairc Lo your domiuioii.s, and U|ipou 
further conference and inquisirion had with them, both of Lheiro kindca of mcrcluuiudii'.ii 
brouglile in their .sliippes, and of other necc-ssario commodities which onr domminion.s may 
afforthe, it may appe.are to ymir majestic that, by their meaue.s, yon may bi* furni.sln*d, in Ihoh* 
next rL'touriie into your porte.s, in better sort then 3’ou have bane heretofore nupplied, ether 
by the Spaiiyard or Portugalo, who, of all other iiacions in Lhe.so paries of Eiinnio, have onlio 
liethcrto frecpieuLcd your eomitries wilh trade of uiorclinmidiw*, ;ind have bene Lhu oulio 
impsdiinents, both to oiu* subjects, and diverse otlior merchaunt.s in the partes of Eurojic, that 
they have not hitherto visited your ronntrie with trade, wlnlo.sL the Haiti T’ortiigalcH pro- 
teiukd themselves to bo the aoveraiguo htrdes and priiicoK of all your territories, and g.ivo it 
out tliat they held your uacion and people ag auhjcuts to them, ami, in thoir stiles and titles, 
do write themselves Kiuges of the TStist Indies: 

“And yf your m.aje.stie .shall, in your prineelio favour, accept, witli good likingt*. thin 



Cirvi'. X 1 


'lUIJS fiUKIiN’t) Mi'lTER. 


237 


fh'il ii'iiaiKMif 0111- moil li.uiuN unli) yoni oouiilrio, rosorliiiiii. Uiotlior in poncoable IvalTiquc, a 
anil hIiiiII oulorlaiiio (liia llieu' lirnl voia^fo, as an inU’oduL-ioii to a lurLlior ooiitinovvaunot! of — 
ri'ioiiilsliiplio liclwooiio y<mi’ luajostiu anil ns, Cof commci'oo and iidovooiu'se bclwoeno youi‘ 
aidiji'ols and oinn, woo have Ho.ivim iii'dor In tins, onr pi’iiu‘i|i,dl iiiorcliamit (yf yom nmjohiio 
hindl iio iiloasod tliorwidi) lo ioavo m ynnr (■oiniLrio Homo Huok of our Haid niovcliauidh as lie 
.shall maku olioioo of, (o rosido in your dommmons, nudor jonr iirinrolio and safo iirulcciou, 
nidill tho rolourno nl aimthor llootr, whioh woo .shall aoiid mdo you, ivlio may, m tlio meanu 
(ymo, loarno Iho l.iiqiiiiano id .\imr oountrio, and ajiiilio (hoir lioliavior, a.s it m.iy ho.st soilc, 

(o ronvorso with .vmr nia|Osti('’H subjects, lo the end that amilio and furnilshipii bcinyo 
onlorlaynod and hisquii, (ho same may tho liotlor lie eontiiicwod, %\hon oar pooplo faludl bo 
iiislrnrlod bow lo ilinrl Ihoinsolri's aoooidiiiro lo the fashions of join- oomdiio. 

‘ /\nd bor.iwso, in tlio oonsidoraoion of Iho ontf‘i-|pynin_iio of aniylio and frieiidslii|i|), ami 
in Iho osl.iblishinqo of an inloioimrso lo ho oonUnowod lie! worno ns, thor may be required, oil 
your miijoslio’.s liohaiilfo, hiii'Ii promi.so or ra|iilidaeioiis to be jiorforniod by us, which woo 
oamud, ill llioiso our lotiros, lake kuowh'd"o of, woo llmreforo pray ymiir majeslie to gcave 
o.u'o Ihoioiii mdo lliin boaior, and lo grave him oroditt, in wlialsoovor ho shall jironiiso or 
nndorlako in our name, fonorniiiigo onr amityo and tsitoiconrHC, which proiaisr, woe (for 
our pai'lo), ill llio word of a |iriiioo, will hop pprformod, and wilbp roadie gratpfidlio to rcqiiilo 
anip lovi', kindnp-in, or I'.ivour, that our said Hiihjpids shall rpcoivp at your majphlio’.s haiidcs; 
piayingp your majpslip lhal, for our bpLIcr satisbioiou of your kiiide accp])tamirp of this onr 
lovp and amytio olfprod your liigliPtu's, yon would, by tluH hpiirpr, give lostymonio thereof, 
by your piiiiisdip lei Ires, dirurlod mdo us, in whioh wee shall receive very groat c'oiUoiito- 
iiiPid. j\iid thus,” ikc. 
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CHAPTER I 

The fust viiyiycs of (ho C'nnip.my — LocaliUos mli'ctcd—Opposllimi fiom tlu’ niiloli mil llio 
rJ^ Pmtugueso—Fiial, linglisli faotoiy on tlu' eontiiiciit of liuli.i, --Sii 'I'lioiiias (iuli.v.iy (o 

tbo court of till! Oio.at AEogul—Stale of lliat tout —Eslaltlisloiunl of i li.uU’ vvilli Pi'jui.i 


HE iiRcrcsl wliicli ualuridly uLLaclu‘4 Lo Llio ili'st voyiiop 
iindor an East India cliartpr, vyill jnstity ii liu'i^a'V (k'tail 
tlian would bo due to tlio incidonts tlienisolvos, wliioli arc' 
comparatiYcl}’’ uninterc'.sting The Red Dnujon, IfvHoy, 

jd.'ice/isiOH, and SiisiM, already uu'nLionod, too-othcr witli 
the Giied, of 130 toii.s, added as a vietuallcr, b'ft Woolwich 
tlif' 13tli of February, 1601, but were .so long di'- 
taiiied by contrary wiiuls and tlur completion of arrangc'inc'uts 
Dartnioutli, that they wore not able to ([uit llu' lilng'li.sli coast till 
the 22d of April, Avhon they sailed for tlio Canaric'.s While off the coast 
;S of Gfiinea they fell in with a Poitugucse .ship, outward bound, and took 
and plundered her. Having afterward.s unloaded the Guest ol' tlu' victuals 
Ayhich they had been unable to take on board wJien they sailed from England, 
they dismantled her, broke doAvn her nppc'r works for llrc'wood, and left, her 
a floating hulk During their long delay in the Engli.sh Uliiinuc'l, tliey liad 
lost the O]iportunity of making a quick voyage; and began to huII'ct from 
scurvy, Avhich prevailed to such an extent, that some of tho -w'SHels had nol. 
hands enough to manage them, and the mercliaiits on board Were obliged 
to act as eoniinon seamen On the 9th of September they rciached SiiLdanha, 
Bay, where the sick rapidly recovered: tho previous mortality, liowever, had 
been so great, that the number of deaths amounted to 10.5, or move than a lifth 
of the whole crew.s On Sunday, the Ist of November, the Ga.pe was doubled; 
and they proceeded northwards along the oast coast of Madagasca.r, where a 
new attack of scurvy again ]')roved very fatal, and obliged thorn to spend .some 
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liiue on short' iu the Biiy of Aiiionoil On conLiuuiiio their voyage across the au 1602 . 
liiaiaii Ocean, they ni rived, on the !)th of May, 1602, at the Nieohar Islands, 
without li.iving .set'll any ])iut of the eouLiiient of IiuIlii Aftc]'a shoitstay 
(hi'y set sail lor (he island of Suiniitia, and, on tlie Gth of June, cast anchor hi 
till' road of Aclu'cn, on the north-west oxitremity ol that i.slauil Here they 
lound about eighteen vessi'ls Iroin Bengal, Malahar, LTiijL'rat, anil ntlior (jnar- 
(ers, and were visited by Hvn Oiiteli merchants, who had been left to learn 
the l.inguagi' and manners of the country Mverything gave indication of a 
liospitalili' reei'iitioii, and a deputation was iuinrediately .sent ashore, to au- 
iiouneo that the eominaiider of the ileet was hearer of a letter from the ino.st 
famous (iueen of Miiglami to tim mosi worthy Iving of Achoen and Suuiatja 
'i’ho day after his arrival, Limeaster htmaelf wimt ashore, and, iiiiving been 
eondneted with great ('eri'iimuy to the king's preyimcc, delivered his letter, and 
along with it a pri'senL of eousidoralile value 

The interview was of tiie nm.st amieable nature, and ultimately a, treaty rjiunric 
was formed, in whieh (he lending piivih'ges obtained by tlie English wore, aEI 
perfeel fn'edom of tradi', protection to life and property, the power of admiii- 
isti'i'ing |iisLiei' among their own eonntrymem according to Eiiglisli law, and full 
lihei’tyol coiisdieiiec But while the natives displayed this friendly spirit, all 
till' proci'edlng's of tin' Eiigli.sh were watelied with the utmost jealousy by a 
third ]mrty. The I’ortiigiiese had an ambassador at Achoon, and it .soon 
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lieeamo ai)])arenf/ that he was determined to leavi' no moans untried to pre¬ 
vent the e.stahli.shment of a trade, whieh he naturally regarded as au nnjusti- 
iiaiile invasion of the I’ortiigiicwo monopoly Attempts tu prejudice the king 
liavlug failed, he determined on open hostility, and with that vierv despatched 
messeuger.s to Ma,laeeii, to inform the authoritie,s in the X’ortugueso settlement 
tliei'e of the arrival of the English ships, and urge the iieces.sity of immediately 
sending a snlfleieut fiiree to capture tliem Eortimately his plans wore di.s- 
eovered, and his niesHoiigcr.s having heeu apprehended, the PfU'tng'ueiSe in 
Malacca wore not even made aware that the ,BngH.sh bad arldved. 

Lmieastor determined to turn this ignorance to good account; and, 
the Sumii, which had been sent round to Priaman, on the south coast of the 
island, to ttavo iu a, cargo of pepper, set out with his other three vessels, and a 
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Duieh ship of aboat 200 Iouh, Avhieli liiul obLaiiiod pcniiissiou io join liim, on a 
jU'ivatcoring cruiso fco the Straits ul' Malaecn Such an cxpcdihlon was cc'rLainl)^ 
littie in acconlauci' with tlic ])urely luercaiitile H])ivit in wdncli (,he \o_\aoo had 
been profesMedly uiidertakeii, and <^’oos far to jn.stily the account piN'cn by Sir 
William Mon,Son, who says, in Ids iYawc/ Ti'avLs,^ tliat Ijani'aster’s “eni|ilny- 
inent was as well to take by violcueo as to Irade by sulli'raiu-e;” and adds 
that this was “ uuwoi'tliy tlic name of an honc.st design, for the liamls of 
inorohants shmdd not he stained or polluted with tlieft, for in sncli I'asi' all 
people would have; liberty to do the like upon them.” 'flic Kurdish eominaudcr 
was not restrahuid hy any .scruples of this natnn', and, wlam a lai’p-(> Portneucse 
sliip made her ajipe.'iraiice, somewhat o-|-oU-,s(pu‘ly ('xpressed his tliardcliilness i,o 
Provldeiioc for havino- thus fnrni.shed him with the mcan.s ol' ladiiiL; his .shiiis, 
and .supplying all lii.s otlicr wanks, 'rhoiigh Lla; slii[» wa.s of DOO Ions hni'd('n, 
and had idiove GOO por,s(,)us on hoanl, the capture, wa.s easily^ effected ii, ])rova'd 
a carraclv, hoimd for Malacca, from St. Tliomd, a Portug;u(’,sc faclmy on tlie 
CJoi'umaiidel coast, a!id .so fully freighted tiiat kancastcr, al'h'r oi'cnpyiiig all 
the vacant room in his own vessels Avith c.alieoe.s, pintados, and other mevchau 
(Use, was puzzled how to dispose of the residue, vvhieh woxdd have siidiec'd to 
lade as many more Hhi]rs if he had had them Ultimately'' he resolved to return 
to /VoUoeu, where lie ingratiated himself .still further with the king h^y lihera! 
pi’(i,si3uts of the prize goods, and dejiosited what lie eimld not tidce wdth him, to 
iiAvaib the arrival of a new licet from ling-land. 

On leaving Aohot'U on the 9th of IMovemher, Llie /IsccH.S'/on, in whieli all 
the popjier, einiuunon, and clove,.s which had previously hcen purchased, won' 
loaded, was de.spatohed for England The Drcii/on and i/i’cioi'eoutimied their 
course in an oppo.site direction along the .south (.-oast of Sumatra to Prianian, 
where the 8man was found taking in her cargo. Leaving her with orders to 
sail lioinewai-ds as .soon as it wa.s conijdeted, Lanea.stcr ])]'oco(vled A\dth the oliu'r 
two vo.s.sels through the Straits of Sunda, and, on the IGth of Di'cemlier, arrived 
in the road of Bantam, on the north-west oxtromity of the island of daxsi. 
Here, after the delivery of the queen’s letter and a handsome [iri'senli, his 
reciqjtioii was as favoni’ahlc as it had been at Aeheen ; and be liniud mx dilli. 
culty in di,spo.sing of his prize goods to .such advantage, that ho had soon .sold 
more than would pay for the lading of both the ships. By the 10th of P(>h- 
ruary full cargoes of pepper were takeir in; and on the 20th, afti'r a, n'gulai' 
factory had been eatiiblished at Bantam, and a pinnace desjiatehed to tlux 
Moluccas, for the purpose of attempting to sociiro a trade whieli might he 
available to the next .ship.s from England, he took his final dejmrtin'e. 

The voyage home was very stormy; and the Dmf/on, in ]jartic,ular, having 
lo,st her rudder, became so rmmanageablc, that Lancaster privately gave orders 
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Lo Uu' llficlo)', which had liiUiofho l)y him, to eouLinae lior voyiige ajid a u. looii 

leave JiiiH (,() Ilia lai.e, ]t juiiat lit' fonfeHsetl, thiil, hi ia.kino tlii.s st.o]i he dis- 
jiliiyetl .singular resolution aiid di'votcdiieHH At the time wlieii ho o;av'e what 
lit' hi'lii'ved to he liin liiial iirdt'r.s to tlii' ea|)tuiii of the llcclor, he Inmtily lul- 
dreSiSed a h'tler to lii,s ein|)loyer'i in the lollowinir teiiiis;— 

“ llio-ht WorsluiiCiil, - What liiitli jrassed in this voyac'e, and. what trades 
1 liave .si'tth'd I'oi l.hia ('i)m|iany, and what otlier events have liofallen us, you 
sliall undt'i'Kland hy (he hearer,s liereor, to whom (as oecasion hatli liappened) I 
mn.st reler yon. I will alrivt' witli all dilij^'enee to ,savo my .sliiji and her goods, 
as you may perceive liy tlu' eonr.se I l.aike in ventnrino- my own life, and tho.se 
that are with int'. I cannot tell wlu'ri' you .slionld look lor me, if yon send out 
any pinnaet' to .seek me, ht'canso I live at the devotion of the winds and si'iis. 

And tliiiK lai'i' yon well; desiring (_h)d to w'nd ns a meriy meeting in tlii.s world, 
if it he hin good will and pleasure--Ynnr loving Kriend, 

“.Iamms Lancastrii’’ 

’'I’lie (‘aptain of (die UevLov, unwilling to leavi'his conunauder in desiierate, 
{•ire,nni,sta,ne(‘,'i, s(,ill managed to keep him in .sight; and nltimately, after 
redoubling iJn' Oajn' of (loud Uojie during l.lu' .stnrm without sc'eing it, lioth 
vessel,s rc'aehed iSt (h'h'na. Thn'i' months after, on the '11th of Se]:iteinhor, 

KiOd, they east anehot in the Downs 'I'he yl.s'cvm.s/mfc and /.S'a.svoi had pre¬ 
viously arrived; and tliiis, though niimhers of the eroAvs had perished, all the 
vessc'ls a,ml thi'ir cargoes returned sate, 

lioth as a lir,st expi'rlment under tlio eharter, aiid in a pecuniary vdew, the Sum's'iini 
voyage wan eminently snei'c'Hsful, d'wo Ihetories at important stations had heen 
estnhlished under the most favonvahle civeAiiustaneoH; and the clear pi’ofits, 
e.stimateil at ninety-live [K'I' cent., were nearly as huge as the whole capital 
n,dventnre(l. It ought to he ohserved, however, that bhean profits cannot [iro- 
jierly lii' eoimidored, meriiantile, as a large portion of them iiad been obtained, 
not hy legitimate trading, Imt in the, cuur.se of a jiredatory crui.se. 

llefore hiaiiea.ster re.turned Queen lOliaaheth had jiaid the deht of nature; 
hut the deep interest wliich .she took in the proe,cedings of the Cunipaiy had 
lireviously heen ina.nife,st('d liy a h'ttcr, in which .she remonstrated with them 
for having allowed a si'eond year to pass without cnti'ring into a new .subscrip¬ 
tion ; and plainly iunted, that “in not foiiowing up the husiness in the imuuier 
the Duteli did, it seemed as ii‘ iittie regard wa-s entertained cither for Jier 
majesty’s iionoiir, or the iiouour of tiic country.” Strange to .say, tlie reinon- 
.strauee priwed unavtuling, and no preparatioirs were made for a second voyage 
till the succiiss of blie 'fii',st rvas actually ascjcrtainod. 

In the second voyage the same vessels were employed «« in the first, 
the commands Avere diftoreiit—Captain Henry Middleton sailing in tlie Rad 
Jh'Uffon as adTuirid, and Captain SnfHet in the Uaoior as vice-admiral. Hie 
snhscription, wlueli apjiears to iiave been mainly advanced l)y tlie .same partita 
Vor. 1. 
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A D loot as hel'uiv, Kineo both voyages were uflonvaixls eiib'ivd in one aeeoiinl,, ainoiinied 
to Wit),t.“)0 Of this .sum, the re]),iir, ecuiiimu'ni, and piovision of the vessels 
absorbed no less than .C4S,ld(), whereas (lie aiuoind eairii'd oid in goods was 
only .£111.2, the! leiiiaiiider was huHion The veiy |iall,iy sum allowed for 
goods may poi'liaiis be aeeouuted for by the large <|nanlity of Portngia'se jnize 
goods whieli riancaster had left for luLiue sale iii the I'aetories of Aelusm and 
iiantain 

The vessels left Gravesend on the 2.>th of Maieh, I (it) t, and by this eat ly 
dejiarture avoiding the blunder by wliieh they hail formeily lost the jn-oper 
.season, arrived safely in Bantam Road on tlu* 20Lh of Deeimdier following 
Here they found .six ships and thri'e or four jiinnaees lii'lniiging to the Dutch, 
with whom for a time a friendly intereom-se was kept up, the Dutch admiral 
.utumi>tto dining aboard tlu' Dmijoti At Bantam thi.s intm-eoiirse rem.iiiu'd imdi.stm bed; 
n.oStmo'' a-ml the Hector and SmiDi having eompleted tlu'ir cargoes about the middle of 
wnmh Fehiuaiy, HiOo, set .sail for Ragland 'I'he Jtet/ Dragon and yl ncviif^ion pro¬ 
ceeded for the Moluccas, from wliieh tlu' DiiLeh were then (sidea vouring to expel 
the Portuguese la tlii.s having so far .siieec'cded as to conpiel the .siirrmider 
of the castle of AniVioyua, Uk' Dutch immediately altered tlii'ir tone to the 
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ICnglisli, and formally debarred them from trading to tliat island On general 
principle.^, there is good ground for disputing the exelusivi* title which the 
Dutch thus assumed, but it seems impossible to deny that the (Jonpiany wevi' 
not the proper parties to call it in question, as they were cxprt'ssly prohibited, 
liy a cliiu.se in their cliautor, from attempting to estiiblish ii trade at any ])la,ee 
in the actual possos.sion of any triendly (IhrLstian iiower which .should openly 
object to it But there were other Mamls of the Molucca group, i.o whieli, as 
the Dutch could not pretend to he in poaso.sslon of them, the objeetlon could uol, 
a'etna,to, apply; and the English vessels were only exercising a. right which undouhtodly 

Eancu belonged to them, when they eudeavourerl to carry on a traffic with Ternato, 

Tidore, and Banda, Circumstances, however, were unpropitioiw; and the Dutch, 
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wliou tlio} <li(l lull (l,ue III mu liiicu, .suriiitluil luit, (o avail Lliumsulvus (il'iiituouu 
iiiid iiiisru[iiu,suii(,il,i()n, wliiuh wuh' aliiuisl, uinially uiruuLiial in swiinno ilu' jfueaL 
oliji'ul. (iriJii'ii .iiiiIiiLkiii 

-,1 ('(llll|lll'll' IIUIIlll|llll\ 

of I llU S|liuu I I ,|ll(‘ 

'I’iu' Ih'dl/O}! 

aial yJ.siV'Us/ou, al'lui 
ruui.ruiiiiy for miiiiu 
liiiK' ill lliu Moliiur.is, 

Uiuiii^li iiiiL ill umiipaiiy, 
mui iiuaiii in Lliu mad 
<il' iJaulam, Ihim Avliiuli 
(lay uailuil I'lii' li]nm|H‘ 

(111 lliu (itil ol' OuLoIh'I', 

KiOu 'I'liu wliiuh had uailuil sumu timu hel'oiv, wa'i uovur heard of; 

hut the (ilhur tliruu vussuLs, the Ifcd Jh'tKjon, llcdof, imil Ascension, iii’ter 
ri'iidi'/.viuisiiip ill iSalilaiilia liay, lU’ucuuduil liiiiae in (•ciiiniaiiy, anil uahb fiiiclioi’ 
in lliu Downs on I,In* (ilh ol' May, KiOli NoLwibli.stiUiilinft tliu IohmoI’ the Siis<tn 
the rului'iis wuri' faiMurahlu; and the two voyaji;us, lliniwn, as already niuntiniu!(l, 
into one auuouni, nuarly douhlud th<>ua|)ital which had hi'cn advunbnri'd in them. 
I( in fibill lU'uunsiry, howuvur, in caiculatinc thi' iirolit, to rumuinliur that a uon- 
nidui'nlilu iiortion ol it was durived not I'roni trade, hut Iroia iiiivatuuum>;; and 
(hat the ninuty~livi> pur cunt, .said to liavu lieon vuturnud wan not realized in 
one year, hut alter a .seriun of yeais, jiartly oeeiipiod with tlic voyagen, and parlly 
sjinn out in long crialits ailowi'd to purclia.ncra 

In .KiOt, nhortly after the vi'ssids had .sailed on their nceond voyngu, King 
ilaine.s i. n-i'anti'd a liceiihi' to Sir hldward Miehelliorae, whoHo rueomuiendation 
hy Ijord lluiieigii for emplii^'niunt by the Com])ariy ha.s been already uiontinnud, 
to trade In “(Vithaia, tlhina, Japan, Oovea, and (Ja.iuhaya, Am” Thu.se conn- 
brien, though the (louipany had not yi't vi.sited tiiuin, arc svithin the limits of 
their ehartur, and the license avus therefore an interference with the rightn 
conferred by it It was nut, however, .so indefensible as it is lusually repre- 
,sunbed Sir Mdward was a member of thu (loinjiany, and was theroforc entitled 
to the full use of all the privilcueH ■which they enjoyed. The intention, no 
doubt, was that a, joint .stock shonld have lieen eatablishiHl, but the attempt had 
as yf>t failed; and the voyanuK hitherto made, though catTied on in the name 
of the Oompany, wi're lii'uly I'or the beneiit only of individual adventui’crs. In 
iheso oinnnn,stances, it might have hcon made a que-stion whether every member 
w'as not enlitk'd to claim a similar privilege in his own name, and lor his 
own behoof, lilven assiimiug that the affirmative of this question could not be 
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AD Kitifi. luaiiifciiim'd, aiiotliL'i’impoi'fciuiL coiisulci'iitufii I'DiiiiiiiiH bi'liiud I’lie orovvn (inly 
I’Ciiouucod tlio riglii of grauting a liccuHO “ wifclioiiL the cou.s('idj ” ol the Oom- 
[jiuiy; and before it can bo said, until Ih'iiec, tliat “ tliis liceiiMe was a direct 
violation of the exclusive [aiviloges gTaiii,('d by Queen IClizabeth to the London 
East India Conipaiij^” it must be shown nob only that tin; iic.iuise un»s given, 
but that the Ooinjiany refused to eoiis(‘ut d'he probability is that tlu'y were 
not consulted on the subject; but, knowing that thi'y had tlie [lowor ol obji'ct 
iiig, if, I'roni prudential considei'atioiis, they rcIVaiiu'd Iroiu evereising it, they 
foreclosed themselve.s, and were not afterwards entitled to eomplain. d'he charter 
niiglit lie Avithdrawu at any time after two yi'ar.s’ Jiotiee; and it is not to be 
[iresuincd that the Coni^iany would hav'o ventured, by withholding tlu'ir consent, 
to oppose any of the wishes oi- eveui wliims of the. crown, and thereliy iinjierilled 
their very existence, liowever, the C'oiujiany may have lelt they aeted wisely 
in re(Ta,ining from remonstrance, and allowing Wir Edwa.vd Miehelbovue to make 
the most of his license. Though he covered hi.s design with the name ol trade, 
his whole coudnet sluiwed that his only object was to enrich himself hy priva- 
tcoi'ing. In this he. so signally failed as to .give the, Qompany the li(*st security 
that no such liceuses wo\ild again bo granted. 

The third voyage—undertaken on a suli.sei’iption of 1513,500, of which 
,£28.500 was expended in e(pii])ping three slops, the, DraijO)), Llio Hector, and 
tlie Coiismt; £7280 on gooils, and £17,000 in bullion—sailed in 1(307, under 
the eoininand of (Japtaiu Keeling. The ConHoit, a shi}) of 115 tojis burden, 
coiuiuaiided hy Captain David Middleton, was tii-st desjiatehetl, and made, tlie 
vo.yage hy lierself witlaait afterwards joining lier companions. Weighing 
anchor from Tilbury Hope on the J2tli of March, she made a pros[)eron.4 
voyage to the Capo of Good Hope,, which was donhled on tlu' .‘30th of July, 
and reached Bantam Road on the- llth of Novemln'r. Having her'o landed 
the iron and lead which formed the cargo, refitted the ship, and talaui in 
some goods for l^aiiei-, Ca])taiu Middleton saile<l for the Molnceas, whie.li he 
reaciied in tlie lieginuing of January, 1608. A.ftcr experiencing considorahle 
olrstruetiou from tlic Portuguo.se, wiio, aa a condition of ti-ading, i insisted thai, 
ho .should join them in their iio.stilitie.s against the Duieli, he, .set sail without 
liaving obtained a cargo, but liad tlie good fortune, while off tlie island of 

rurdui.,oof Routong, near the soutii-east oxtreruity of the Ceiohos, to fail in with a Ja\'a, 

olovcs. 

junk laden witli doves from Amboyua. The master of the jnnlc olliu'ed his 
whole cargo for sale, and Middleton pureha.sod for £2948, I5«., a quantity 
wiiieh was afterwards sold in England for £36,287. I'lie olijeet of liia voyage 
having been tlurs accoinpli.siicd, lie Imatened back to tlio factory at Baui.ani, 
landed tlie sui)erca.rgoc.s who bad aeconipauiod bim to the Moluccas, and tivon 
set sail for England, whicli lie reached in Decenilier. 

The Divrgon, and HeGtor,i\i& one commanded liy Captain Keeling a,s adnriml, 
and the other liy Captain Hawicius, quitted the Downs on tlie Isfc of April, 
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iuul oiKMiunU'i'iiig very tA‘ni[)os(,uons weaUioi, (luring vvlnrli tiiany of the 
new l-)eeAiiie (lisea^(Hl, Look wlielter in yierra Ijcone, (l<ju)itl’iil whether to prosc- 
njh' the voj'nge or reti.iee tlieir .slt'ps to I'higlaiid 'I'lio boldcv eouise wiis 
ultiunh'ly adoptcMl; luul, 
alter clouhliiig th(‘ Oape, the 
voyage was eon tinned noi th- 
wards along the (Sish enasi 
of A(i iea as far as Llie isl.uid 
of Soeotr.i, where 2100 Ihs 
of idoes w(‘i'(' ]mi'ehased at 
ih(' rate of d Ihs foi’ a, dollar 
'rii(3 two ships aftei'WiU'ds 
H('parateil, (.'ipitain llavvlciiiH 
proeeeiling dii'eetly to Sui'at 
with the whkh was thus the iirst vossel of the Conipaay that anchored in 

a ]) 0 ] (i of the eontiiusit of India ; while (ja[)tiun Keeling, in the Drayon, pursued 
th(' track talnui hy his predecessors, and idter calling at Priauian in Rnniatra, 
and taking in noun' p('p])ei', pass('d th(' HtraiLs of Sunda, and anchored in the 
rojid oJ' IJaaitani on the dtli f>t‘ (htolx'v. It had heen K'soivcd tliat tlio Bmgon, 
in eouhe([iieiiec of her unsatisfaetory condition, should forthwith l)e dc8])ab(‘l)od 
to Kngland witfi tfie eai'go wlueli had heen procured; init l)eforc wiio Kailcd a 
v('s,sel liovi' in night, and pi'oved to he tlie Ih’dov Slio liad lioeu ratlier unlor- 
tuiiate, for tiu* I’ortnguese Inul attacked lii'r, eapinred eighteen ol lier crew, 
including .some ol the liudons, and Ht'izcd lier goods to tlui value of .hOOO doilaz'.s 
Oaptain Hawkins, liowcw'r, liad found the ])roH])('et of opening a trade at 
Sut'Jit HO proiiii.siiig tiuit he liad preferred to reiuaiu ashore, and .send forward 
tlie veasol nnder the cmuuiaiid of lii.s first olluier, Tlie arrangeineiib was so far 
opiiortuiie tliat tJa|)taiu Keeling, wlio, hy the di'parture ot the Dragon, might 
have bei'n left without a eomtuaud, iunnediately assuiiiod tlie eouiixumd of tlio 
Hadov, and pvoeei'di'd with her, on tlio hst of January, 1(101), lor the Molueeas. 

'riie Duteli were now ('arrying on their trade with great sjiirit, and made no 
HGCvob of tlieir delieruiination, as soon a.s they .should nstalilisli f/lu;ir supireuiacy 
in the Mpiec [.slaudu, to oxeludo all otliern from trading to tliem. Cajitain 
Kec'liug, in lu,s .single vessel, found it inipoHsIhle to resist their arbitrary pro- 
eoeding.s, and was obliged to cany on a precarious trade under a kind of 
igiiotuiiiiouH .suffei'ance. He succeeded, however, iu obtaining a cai’g'O of pepper, 
clove.s, and iiutinegH, ami, returning to Bantam, prepared for llie homewai'cl 
voyage. Before departing, he placed the factory there u]ion a more legular 
footing than liafore Tlie .salaries allowed strikingly illustrate the economical 
find (*ven .sordid .spirit in which the Company made their first aiTimpnioute. 
Augustine. Siialding, the factor, received £50 a-year. The other officials weie 
paid monthly, as foliow.s:—Frauds Kelly, surgeon, £2, os ; John Parsons, SOs,; 
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AL> iii(w Rolx'rt ONciil, 2!)s , AiiyusUiie Adwll, 2 t.s'; I^lJu'lilriMl Laniprc and William 
Driven', iiOs. eacli; William Wilson, 2;2 n ; William Lamw'll and I’hilip Dad 
nedif, lG,s. oaah; FrancihLS) Domiin^u, 12s , dnau SiM'am ami Adrian, 10s. oai'U. 
'i’ho Ifador vcm-lK'd Lho Dowis in .sali'ty on Liic OLIi of May, 1(110 llal'oro sla- 
an‘i\-L'd, two other voy'agos had Imsmi lilted out d’lu' one, wliii'h is ra,nked as 
Uie foui'tili of the ('om|iiuiy, had a suhsei'iplion (d f.dr>,000, and was eonlined to 
two vmssids, the, and the* LJiiion,. It pro\ed a total loss, tins lornus' 

v'cssel havinuheen castaway in tlie thill' of (_!amliay while attempliiiH’ to mak(> 
siihsoLiieiii ,Surat; and the latter, after arriving in the ICasI, and trading with ,somi‘ 

Kuccoss nfc A.chocii ami Priaiuim, luiviiijj; noi'U \v^i*(‘C‘ketl. Jis ,slu' I'l'Uirnmo' in 
the I5ay of Ifisray 1’lu‘ other voyage, nMUa,tly elassed as tlui (ifl.h of the Uom- 
]>any, thoiia'li projierly only a, hr.-imdi ol the third already disserilK'il, was more 
fortunate. It lauisi.sted only ol' a .sink’ll! vessel, the /'Iv/it diiton, for whieh the 
KuUscription was Cl3,700 It sailed on the 2 tth of April, I (lOI), niuler I,he eoni- 
luand of ('iiptaiu David Middleton, who had previously miuli' the Kuceessful 
vo,yaj>'('in the ; and ai'ti'r reaehino ISantam on tlu' 7th ol I hs'emlK'r, 

continued onward,s to the Moluceas, where, notwithstandiiie' the o[)jK),sitioii of 
the, .Dutch, he manao-od, with coiisiderahh' dexterity, to obtain a valuahh’ earuo, 
aud Iji'iiio' it Hafoly home to llinvlaiid. 'fliiM voyao’e, thrown into one aeeouut 
■witli the third, yielded the larg’est return whieh the Oomiiany ha,d yi't obtained, 
the eteai profit on holli voyages being no le.ss than 231 jiei’ eout, 
oiio.u’ic,to The result of these experiinoutal voyagiss made it impo.ssihh'I jO doubt, that 
m'luiauii. under tli (3 Compauy’.s eharter a. mo.st lucrative trade might he cstahlLshed, 'I'liei’e 
■wove, hewi.'ver, several formidaVde, obstacles iw the way. Among Ibe Das(,evn 
islfuid.s the Dntcli were attempting to esta,hlish a .siiprema,o,y, under whieh (.hey 
evidently meant to exclude all other nation,s from any .share in the .spie.e tradiy 
while the Portuguese, b}’’ their conduct at iSiirat, liad slmwn that hefore tlu* 
English could hoite to trallic witli any port on the eoutiiient of India, tluy must 
be prepavod to i'e])el force by force. In future, thorD'ore, it would be iieee,s.sa.i'y 
for the Dompaiiy to carry on their operations on a. larger seale, aind employ 
ve,ssels which, wliile mainly adapted hir mereautilo purpo.so.s, might at the .same 
time be able to uiaiiitaiii their ground against any enemy tha,t Bhould pre.suuie. 
to attack them. In order to accomjilish this, additioual iSul),seri[ttion,s wis'c 
rciiuired; but it was doubtful if these would bo foi'thcomiug ,so hmg as the eoti- 
duct of the monarch left it doubtful wlicther he eonsidereil himself hound by the 
charter which lii.s predece.s,sor had granted. Ili.s conduct in giving a. licen.se to 
Sir Edward Midlelborne, justified suspicion; aud it was there,fore almost vain to 
hope that new risk.s would bo rtiti until as.siira.nce was given that ho was jire- 
pared to recognize the validity of the charter iiy adopting it as hi.s own jiersoua,] 
Not oiiMUi deed. Accordingly, iu tfiOO, when ofeoiir.se .six years of the. or'igiiial lifteen 
iiamo.. were a-Lill imoxpirocl the Company aneceedod iu ohLaiuiug from Kiu^' JauiCH a 
new charter so nearly identical in its terms with that oi' bis iiredeccssor tba.t a 
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;biinl_ysis of i(, is iilioi-cilK'r siiirm (lufiiiM, Tlic only iiiiiuis dosorvino-of ad. lyio 
iiotico MIX', (iliiit, W'liilo I,ho iHiuiboM' of iiu'iiil.)c'rn s|iceiiilly lumioii in (Jiipcu 
lOIiznbi'Lli’s (■li;n'l,oi' iniioiiiil.od Lo 2lfS, in (bill of iving .Janu'.M iL is inoveasod to 
27(), Llial. LIu' provisions aoaiiisL iiil,i‘rlo|MTs aro rondorcd more; sLi'iiiooiit. by 
an aiiLliority L;iv('n to tbo Contpaiiy to soizt- and <'onlisc;at(; Uk' sliips and yoods 
of oontraba,nd traders in any jilaix's, wlietlier within the Jlritisli doniiiiions 
or not, |irovided they be ])laees wIk'iv tlie “ (.loinpany, tlicii' factoi'S anol 
niinistei's, .shall trade and trailie by virtue of these onr lettei's-paiontsand 
that till' duration ol' tlie privih'^es of thi' charter, iiintead of beine re.stricLed 
1.0 fiftei'ii years, and a conditional n'newal for other tifteen after the foniier 
.should ha,\'(' e.spired, i.s made perpetual. 'L'hi.s last ehmse lo.se,s nnieh of its 
appai’ent iinjiortauee by a. .snb.sc'fpient provision, in which full piower is re,served 
to tlu' crown l.o rei'idl i.lii' eha.rti'r at any time “after throe' years’ warning.” 

In tin' preamble to this ('harier, King dami'.s deelared that he had foaud Oicium.i 
“ l»y (ili.'il, Lh<‘nJui-uKt/UKv tlu‘wnid (Vjinjjariy and trad(i \riJl muh't'iu'n 

not only be a very great honour to ns, mir heirs and .succe.ssors, and to our realm 
and dominions, lint also in many ri'speets ]iro(itablc unto u.s and our eumiiuni- 
wealth,” In this deela,ration, as wc'll as in (.he iirovisions of the charter itself, 
l.ht're was eei'lainly an additional security i.hai the e.xclusive privileges of the 
Company would nol lu' rashl_y lufriiiged. ^I’o this it may have hoeii ])artly 
owing' thai. the .suhsei'iptioii for the sivtii voyage was the largest that ha.d yet 
been made, amounting’ to U82,()00. Tbree ves,seis wi're liti.e.d mil,, one of them, 
the Trtulth Ino.i'etiiHc, ol' 1000 tons bnrdoii; and the eommand wa.s given to Sir 
Henry I\liddli.'.toii, who had made the .second voyage He set sail in the spring 
of 1(110, arrived in Sahlanha Hay on the 2K,h of July, and, after donhling the 
Clape, sailed northwards to the tslaml of Soeotr.'X, It would .seem that the lied 
Si'a., and not India,, wa,s the original destination; for the commander, in,stead 
of eontinning his eoiirse, aero.ss the Indian Ocean, left the Pepper-Com, tlie 
second lai-e-est of his vessels, at Aden, and then sti'ored for Mncba, where he 
was induced to believe a ready market would he found for all his merchandise. 

At Aden he had been uuidile bn procure a ]iih)l,, and liad ventured for .some 
di,sba,uee within (die Htrails of Habohnamleli without one. At last, two Arab.s rrocoodingrt 
eame a.board, profe.ssiug great skill in uavigatiun. JlaA'ing been iutru.sted with 
the pilotage, they ra,ii the l/'mda’s hicrMar. mi a. .sandhauk .sliortly after the 
town of Moeha had hooii ikwied Tlie .suhseipioid proccodiugs leave little 
donlit that it was wilfully iloue, 

Mil* Lbuiry Middleton ,seem>s Lo have been little cjualiticd for hi,s command. 

VVlien the .shi]! eoiihl not be got off, the nio,st valuable part of her cargo was 
sent ashore witli the view of lightening her. He afterwards lauded with many 
of Ui.s Jicople without taking any procfmtions for safety, and, as .soon as the 
A rails laid emujileted their treacherouH ]irepamtionM, found liiinaelf a iirisoncr 
in their dianrls. Ultimately, after lirsing many of his men and reuiainiug a 
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con.si(lei'al)lo Liiuo iu capfciviLj, lie olitniiied liis rcIoiiHi’, t'eeov('i'(Hl lii.M sliipM, and 
sailed for Siirnt, the road of wliieli was rcMclu'd on tlie 2(ith of (Si‘pt<'iid)er, 
ICri. ITere he found a Portuguese s(piaili'on, e<ni,sistino of seven (iipah's 
lyino- outside, and of tliirteen .smaller vessels inside Llii' liar They had lieanl 
of his arrival in the Ued ,Sea, and, though tlu' En,L>li,sh wei’e not then at wai’ 
with Poi-tuyal, now made him aware that they ilispntod his rioht to trade 
at iSurat, and would not even allow him to eoiumuuieatc' Avith tin' Enp'lishmen 
wliu had be('n left thm-e by (Jajitaiu Ifawkiii.s. This arhd,rary ])roeeedine the 
Portuguese admiral justilied on tlm grmmd that he wa.s invested with the ollii'e 
of ca]itaiu-majoi', an ollieo which made him guardian ol all the poids in tlu‘ 
north of India, and warranted him in seizing all vessels which ^iresiimed to 
trarlo ivith any of tlumi without his amia or jiermit,. Arrogant as this claim 
appear,s, it is not to he denied that the po.ssi'.ssiou ol it by the PoiLug'ueso had 
long- been roongnized even by the iiativi' courts; a,nd that tlu-rorore tlie eapt.ain- 
major, whose income was ehiidly derived from i.lie fees ])aid for these ]iei'initH, 
had, if not Justice, at least prescription on his .side, when he insisted that the 
English vessels slionkL rctii'e if they eonld not produce a, letter from the King- of 
Spain, or his viueroy at (doa, antliovizing ihein to tra.di' The peace i-xi,sting 
at this time between Hpain, Portugal, ami England, so far from weakening- 
rather .strengthened the eaptaiu-mnjor’s elairn, beeau.si' the ehartcr of the 
(Joiupany ex[U'('ssly prohibited them from enei-oaehing on the rights actually 
possessed hy friendly European jiowers. On the other hand, it miiy hi' argned 
that till' prohibitory olan.se iu the charter ajiplied only to (.he actual posse,ssion 
}')lacGS, and never could have been mea,nt to recognize a right which, jiashcil 
to its extreme, would ha\u) warranted the Portugiu-se iu excluding all other 
nations from traliic with any part of the continent of India. Such a, right 
would have made the Coinjiany’s charter little better than waste papin-; and 
we cannot thcrofoi-e wonder tliat Hir Henry Middleton at once declared hi.s 
determination not to i-ecoguizc it. 

In the eorrespoudence whicli ensued he told the eaptaiu-major that he had 
been sent by the King of England with a letter and rieli present to the Great 
Mogul, in order to establi.sli the trade -wliicli hia countrymen liad already eoiu- 
menced, and tliat, as Lidia was a country free to all nations, a,ml neither the 
Mogul nor his jieople were iimler vas.sal!ige, lie was determined to per.sevi'i'i', at 
all hazard,s, and, if neces,sary, to repel foi-co 1 ( 3 ^ force, Wlu'u lai gave thi.s 
ansAver ho was in the belief that an extensive and lucrative trade had lioen, oj- 
Avas about to lie establi.slieil by the Company at Surat, but tlic information 
wliicli he shortly' after received convinced him that, for the pre.si'ut, a.ll idea of 
estahlislilng .sueli a trade inu.st be abandoned. 

It has been a.Iready mentioned that Captain HaAvkiiis, avIio commanded the 
UcctoT in the Company’.s third voyage, had, on ai-riviiig at Snrat, f'omid the 
prospect so tlattering that lie gave m) the command to his first offitior, ami, 
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ordc'i'iiig Ui(' v('ss('l lo pi'ocec'd ior lianlani, iv.solved (,0 rcuiiiin fiiv the pm pose of o inmj 
<'.sl,;dilisliin<:i'n fauLoiy ILt'hiul brongliL ji leLter I'eom Uie King ol' Kiiglaiid to ~ 

llie Gi'oat Mogul, imd believed he eonld imfc do IteLLer ihini ])i'oceed io Agra and 
deliver it in jiei’sou I'Ik' {•liaraetev in wliieli he prueeedc'id aviis somewhat 
amhigiioiis; for tliough he sjusiks ol himsidl as an aiuhassador, he doc's not setmi 
to have Iks'il lurnished with his |>ower4 Ills cmhmtials, however, were deemofl 
suHieic'iit; and his reeiytion at eoiiiT w.is so graehais that lie was soon reg.'irdod 
an one ol its leading lavourites Tin* reigning Mogul at this time was Selim, 

(lie eldest son ol tlu' gi'eat Akher, wliosi' kilter days had hceii so einhiltered hy 
his miseomluet that lie had made an inelli'ctnal attempt to disinherit him. On 
immnting the throne in KiOd, Selim had asKiimed the ]>om])oiis title oC Jeliangir, 
or Oomineror o!' the World, but did nothing to justily it He was, in liici, a 
ea|)i-ieioiis tyrant, of low, di.ssulnte habits, wlio owed his eouiiuueil possi'ssion of 
the erown, not to any talent oi' virtue in himself, hut to the respect entertaiuod 
lor his father’s inenimy, and tlu* good order which, during his long reign, had 
heeii estahlislu'd in every part of the enpiire 

Hawkins, who must havo had some previous knowledge of the Alogul's 
eliaraeter, and could not have been long at court without olitaining a thorough uMnUna 
insight into it, ought to liavi' hi'en upon his guard; but, elati'd with the faini- mokhi 
liarity to which he was admitted, he deluded himself with the idea that lie was 
ahouL to make his fortune, Not long after Ills arrival, wliieh toolc place 16th 
A|iri!, 1601), Jehaugir, after promising to grant all ihi'privileges of trade which 
lie asked For tlie (Jomjiany, jirojiosed that he, should rmniiin permanently with 
him, as the Iliiglish reiiri'seiifcative, at a. .salary which was to begin at £3200 and 
iiiereaso yi'arly d’he hail, was tenijitiiig, and Hawkins at once swallowed it. 

11 is motive's are lavst exiilaiiied hy liimself in a letter addre.s,sed to lii.s emjiloycrs 
" 1, trusting ipioii lii.s promise, n,ud seeing it was heneliciall hotli to my nation 
and niyseU'e, lieiiig disimsse.sijud of the benefit Avliicli T should liavo reaped, if I had 
gone to Ijantam, and that after iialfe a doozeu of yi'cres, your worshi])s would 
send another man of sort in my jilace, in tlie uieaiie time .1 should feather luy 
lu'ast ami do you service; and further, perceiving great injuries ofi’ered us, by 
reason tlie king is so I’arre from the ports, for all wliieli causes above sjiecified, 

1 did not think it amiss to yield unto Ids mpiost” 

When, he had tlnm yielded, he began to feel some of the incoiiveni(Mice,s of 
court favour, JJeing regarded as a mere upstart, hi.s elevation gave umbrage to 
many of tlie nobility, while' several Portuguese Jesuits, wlm posses.sed consi¬ 
derable inflneiiec at Agra, intrigned with the givatest zeal and jicrseveranco 
for the inuposo of defeating the great object of his mission. In these intrigue.4 
they were so uusernjiulous that Hawkius thought he had sufficient ]n'oof of a 
conspiracy to poison him. Being still high in favour, he .stated hi.s lears to 
dohamdr, wlio iiroposcd a rather curious remedy. “The king," he .says, “wqn Aocaptsa 

” i . (.1 • 1 .1 ■ ■ J.1 j 

Very earnest with me to take a white maydon out of lus jialace, promising that tiie Mogul 
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li(' “wiiuM give lier iill Lliings nccesHaiy, with .slaves," tlii\L “ slieo sluuild iuriii;’ 
(JlirLsLiaii," and “l)y Uiis Jiieaiies my luealos aiul driiiki’s sliould Ik' leolced iid.oliy 
them, find 1 slioidd live wltliont Jeare.’’ Hawkins olijeeted to Lli(' iiiaideti pro- 
]) 0 ,sed, "in veiiavd .slu) was a Moore,” hut he added, “ildso hee their'eouhl hee a. 
Chii.stian i'onud, 1 would aeeeiit it." deliangir took him at Id.s word, and pro¬ 
duced the orphan dauohter ol‘ an -Armeiuaii C'liristian, a captain wlio liad hern 
liighly esteemed hy'Aklici-. “1 little thonglit,” says llawkdns, “a Christian s 
daiigliter could hee fomidhat now, “1 .seeing .she was ot so hmu'st a desci'id, 
having jiassod my word to the king, conhl not withstand my (iirtunes. VVheie- 
forc 1 tooko her; and I'orwant of a minister, hefore C'liri.stian witnessi'iS I 7nar- 
I'yed lu'i': the priest was my man Nicholas, which 1 tlionght had heene lawfull, 
till 1 met wdth a preacher that caiiu' wdth Sir Henry Middleton, and hei' 
.shew'ing nice the eu'or, 1 wa.s newly inai'ryed aojdne: ,so ever afti'r I livi'd 
content and without I'eare, shoe heing willing to goe wliere 1 went, and Uv(' as 
r lived" 

Tin ,s inai'i'iao’e, though I'uteivd into under iinjironiising eireumstani'C'.s, ajijieai’S 
to have proved happy, if so, it was the oidy gond thing whieh ('a[)tidn Haw¬ 
kins ohtaiuod at Agra, rn.steail of heing able, as he had liojaxl, to feiitlier his 
nest, he ultimately found that he had only heen hnihling ea.stle.s in tlie aii'. Tlu' 
salary promised him was never paid; ami eomtiors, hribeil hy the Portiigne.se, 
having succeeded in convincing Jehnngir that a. breach with them wmdd jirove 
move pernicious than a. league' vsdth the English promised to he heiielielal, tlii' 
fickle and unprincipled mmiarch cancelled all the prmui.ses Im had made' of con- 
ferring coiuuiercial })vivileges on the English, and left Hawkins to Hud his way 
to the coast a.s he lie.sb could. 

Such W!is the information which made Sir neiuy Middlelon dc'spair ol’being 
able to estahllsh a hietoi'y at Huvat If he had continued to have any douhts on 
the subject, they would have been disHi])at('d hyi^ tiu' natives theursi'lw's, who, 
while they assured him of their anxiety to trade, eonfessed that so long as the 
Portuguese retained their ascendoiuy, they durst not vc'uturc to ineiir their 
displeasure. Their advice thcrelbve was, that the Fmgli.sh ve.s.sels .should iiuit 
Surat lor the pmt ol Gogo, in the Gulf of Gamhay, where, it was .said, Llie Por- 
tugiu'se would he less likely to interfere. Sir TTenry MiddhTon had another 
plan in view; and, iiftcr succeeding in taking on hoard Cajitaiii Hawkins 
and Iris wife, who had arrived from Agra, and the Englishmen who liad la'cn 
left at Surat, called a, council for the purpose of determining their future emir,so. 
At this council, .says Sir Henry, " J iH' 0 ])omided Avhether it were host to goo from 
hence dii'ectly for Priaiuan, Bantam, &c, oi- to rotiirjio to the Ik'd Hrii, there to 
nieete with such Tudiim sliippe.s as .should he hound thither; and for thad they 
would not deale with u.s at their owno doorcs, wee having conic ,so fav with 
oommoditics fitting their countvie, nowhere else in [ndia vendable, 1 thought wo 
sliniild doe oinselves some right, and them no wrong, to eauac them liarier with 
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US—m'(‘ io lalct' Lh(‘ir uulicia's ami otliar ffooils of llu'irs as (hay \vau‘ wuiLh, d ku 
aiui I hey fu t.iku uuis iii lieu (het'oof” 'I’lie latter ])roposal, though cariymg 
nijustiee and ^|K)]iaLioii on (lu- very f.ice of it, was tinaniiiiously piefeiied bj- Uiy iwimt 
couiuil, and lha sliips of a 0{)ni])nny, iiivosLed by Lho fiowu vvitli oxilusive 
jaivik'ges foi l.lu' laupo-ic ol eairyiiio ou a legitimate trade, di*libeia,tely set out 
oil a inaiaiidiiig ('\]aditiou whdeh viitiially made every man eouuectetl with it 
a ])ha(e 

Wliile iSu Ileiiiy Middleljou was tlma detaming and idling all the vessels 
iVom India whieli wi'i'o so unl’oitiinate as to fall into liLs hands, other three 
vessels—the Clove, l[ector, and Thmnm —littial out nndi'r tli(‘ausjiiees of the 
I'oinpany, sailed from England on tin' l<Slh of Ajnil, Kill, miiler tlie eomiiiand 
ol (''aptaiii Joliii Haris Like tliose whieli Sir Hemy cominanded, their first 
(h'si,illation was tla' Iti'd Sea Asa means of soeuriiig a favourable reception at 
the dilferent noits with which trade might he atteiiinted, a iinnau or pass had ‘ H't"" 

' o I . rt t tSinih 

hi'eii olitained from tli(‘ sultan at Constantiiiople, hy the iiil,ervcntiou of the yti. t 
Itnglish ainha .sador tluae In Hus doomnent, adrlrossed to all the “gieat vice- ii,,,,,,,, 
roys and hegli'i'liegs who aie on the way (IxAk ky sea ami land), I’lom my most 
liup})y and lni|H'iial llirone, to the coidhies of the East Indies,’' they are .strietly 
('iijoiiieil “kindly and eonrtcsaisly to entertain and receive (In' ineichaiits and 
Hiihjeels of (Irisit Ihilaln, eoining' or passing thrnugh or hy any of onr dominions, 
wiUi a view to iand(' to Llie U-n ilories of Vemen, Aden, and Mocha, and the parts 
adjoining', hy assisting and relieving’ tliein with all things necessary for tlieiu- 
welves, their men, mid .ships;” and, in general, hy yieldiugunto them “Mieli oHice.s 
ol heuevolenee and 
humanity as shall he 
meet and eonvenient 
to he yielded unto 
honest men and stran¬ 
gers uiiderlaikiiig so 
long and painful a 
voyage.” 

Eorlifled with tin’s 
r(‘e.oimneiKlation,Oap- 
biiu Haris had niitici- 
pii(,ed little dilliciilty 
in opening a traffic 
with the suhjects of 
blie .sultan in the Red 
Hea, and was therefore iiiorbiliod wlien, on arriving at tlie Island of Socotra, he 
received a letter wh’ich had been left hy Sir Henry Middleton, acipinlnting him Luiioia^w 
with his proceedings and warning him ngiimut TurlcMi treachery. Ihongh Ins 
hopo,s of peaceful trade vvere now faint, he determined to test the eilicmy of liis 
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I'inuaii, anil with that vii'W .sailcil diTcctly liii' JVIocha, Jli.s I'nccpI.ion vwas 
('iK'Ouraoing; and, hy Jndicions inaiiageiuunt and the I'xcrcLse ot liaijKaraiu'o, past 
joaloufeie'i and foars might hawn liroii rnryottcn; hut tlnan Hcnin.s to liaAU' la'i'ii 
little biuuei'ity oii either.'iide, .nid Sai is, on mueting witli .some oh.sllau'l ions, liastily 
quitted the poit and retiii'iiod lo the iStraiLs of llaliclinandi'h Here he (onnd 
Hir Ileni’y Miildletou engaged in pillaging', and inslead of re])U(lia(ing hi.s pi'o- 
ceudings, wa,s teni])ted to heeonio a .shai'Oi in them. Sir lleniy’.s account ol' tlie 
unwortliy eoinpaet for “ romaging the Inilian sliips' is as lollow.s;— “At last vve 
agreed and Healed it in writings intereliangeahle, that he .shoidd have one thij'd 
part of what should he taken, iiaying for the same as 1 did, for the .sei'vieo of 
his tliree ship.s in the action' leaving the disjxi.sing' nf the ships al’lej'ward to me, 
who liad .snstayned thi' wrong's” 

When, hy means of the.sc* violent proeeeding.s, llinisily diygni.sed under the 
naino of hnrtei, the depredatoi'.s had pos,sessed themselvcK ofa Hnllleii'ut (piantity 
of Snrat cloths and other Indian gooila, for whirl) a i-eady ma)'ket could he I'mind 
in the Hlaatein Ai'chipcdag'o, they set .sail in that dii'CcLion. Sir Henry Middleton 
was again uidoi'tunate; and after learning that the Trade’s hi crease, which he 
had ordered to follow while ho went forward with the Pepper-Uorn, had lieeii 
wrecked on a ciaal rei'f, died hroken-hearted at the isle of M.aeliian, one of the 
Moluccas Captain Saris, after spending some time in the same group, .sailed 
for the iale.s nf Japan, wdiere the Company had resolved to esiahlish a factoi'y 
On the 1 Ith of Juno;, IdlS, he cast anchor near Fh'ando. 'rhough lu' found the 
Dutch alread}^ iiistallefl, and disposed, iiol, only to watch, hut to thwart his 
|)i'()coe(ling,s, a lettow from the King of England, and a vahiahle present lo tile, 
emperor, procured him a i'avourablo reception, and lu' hail little dilllenlty in 
making arrangements for perma.nent trade The voyage eommando'd hy Sir 
Henry Middleton, notwithstanding the Joss of tlie Trade’s Increase, yiehled 
121 per cent ; that hy Captain Saris, 2l8pi'r cent Hut it is evident, from the. 
above account of their proceedings, that these returns ha,ve no title whati'ver to 
be classed, as they nsnally are, under the head of mereantile prollts 

Aliont the .same time -when Captain Saris .set out on his voyage, a single 
ves.sel, the Qloha, had been despatched from England, under the, eommiind ol‘ 
Captain Anthony Hi]-)]!!}!! Her emrrse, dilfering considcrahly from tha,t which 
had hithen-to been followed, deserves to he traced After touching at the Polnt- 
de-Galle, on the island of Ceylon, the Glohe, instead of ])roceoding directly lo 
Bantam, turned iioi-thward into the Bay of Bengal, and followed the lino of the 
Coromandel coast, which was thus visited by a Company ship for the first time, 
though it Innl long before been frequented by botli the Portuguese and .Dutch. 
On arriving at Pulieat, Captain Hippon, with the sanction of tlu^ tnitive 
authorities, sent some of his peoide ashore, ami was making arrangements for 
trade Avhen the president of the Dutch factory, producing a document .said l.o 
have, been executed by the King of Golconda, and conferring the excJusi\m 
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jiuviltiy'o III ti'aile Mil tliosB wlio liatl I'cicGived Pi'inco M;inrico',s periiiit, peremp¬ 
torily onlei’ed them to deiiarfc. (.laptidii Hippon, thougli little disjiosed to yield 
obedience to tlii.s aiTogiuit mandate, was not in a condition to dispute it, more 
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esjiecially as lie ^vaa anxious to take advantage of tlic approacliing monsoon, 
■He, tlicrefoi'c proceeded north as far as Masnlijiatam, leaving some of Ills people 
i.if} tlio nuclcuiS of a factory at .Petajioli, .situated on tlie coast at iSoine distance 
soutli of that town, and then shajied Ills course for Bantam, which was reached 
on the 2(itli of A|)ril, l(il2. From Bantam the Globe pvroceeded first to Patany, 
on tlie east coast of tlie jieninsnla of Malacca, and then to Siam, estahlishing 
factories at botli. (,)u the homeward vo 3 nige Ma.snli]iatam and Pulicat were 
again visited. In tliis way, tliough in very humble beginnings, a foundation 
was laid for tliat intercourse Avitli the Ba.y of Bengal wliich ivas afterwards to 
be ,so largely devclojied, ami to yield such magnificent results. 

IFIu) effort,s of the Company, which had hitlierto been of an experimental and 
very desultory character, had certa.inly done little to justify their title to a 
charter which invc.sted them witli the exclusive privilege of trading in nearly 
three cjuarters of the globe. In the Eastern isles, to which they had at first 
resorted, they were completely overhorne by tlie Dutcli, and wei-e barely able 
to maintain a precarious exi.stence; in the Red Sea,, in wliich, without any gi’eat 
tenpitation, they had rather invidiously endeavoured to,cany off sr share of the 
traffic which properly helonged to tlie Turkey Coinpany. they had not piilj’- 
failed, hub reckle,s,sly damaged their mercantile character hy exhibiting them¬ 
selves as lawless depredators; nnd;, on, the whole ; continent of India there wae 
not a single port at ’ivdiicli they had obtained, a pefnianeirt footing, llad Queen 
Elizabetli been sjiared to reign, idie affdra of,:tlie,-Oompany woiild 
bility have presented a very different ;,appearauce.:,,::vS)ie; had :expec^^^^ 
the charte^^' that the Oonipa,ny.:ududd:li^vfe^t:y^ pot: putjdnp;:iJie^^;p 
iui d, before the result of the firsf voyagetolDtvn, Ipidi- iff ^ a letter fcoip:wliich 
,we baye: ahpady quoted, :Up]imde(l;:l'Eie.;<MTectoni 'with ihlngt 
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A i> ti;ia pi' 0 ])n,i'jiig' lor a h(X‘oiii 1. Siicli lii'iiig’ lu'J’ IccliiigH, .slu‘ w'ouiil iIuiiIiI.Ichs liavc 
iiisiKliCd that, Llic (loiupany kUoiiUI oiilicr twry ou (ihi'ir (ipr'i-aiinn'^ on a gi'ainloi' 
.‘-.cale, or vosig'ii tluar I'xclnsivo ])ri\^il(‘g’i's. Had tlioy cliosrn Iho lornuT all.oi’- 
Jiativx', hIic would liavi' liackcd l.lu'in AV'iUi all ilif powi'r ol luu' giivdi'niiK.'iit, 
and lAioy would have had u» la'asoii lo vomjdaiu ol \iiir(‘di(‘ssod iujufiow hy 
Duk-h or Poi'lnguoMo. Very (lillhroiil, was Hie coiiduel, of King Janies, whose 
pusillaniuiily only eiieonrageil aggression, ami loll the (Vanpany unaided Lo 
battle with their lorinidahle opiKments d’o this eanse, donhtles,s, is mainly (,o 
be ascii bed the unsati.sl'acLory progress which the ('oinpany had yet made In 
ahno,st every port which they visited, they found I'lnropi'an ilvods ])repared lo 
mulennino them hy iiitrigmo or crush them hy open violence 

\’0VU"(J 111' d'ho conr.se which the (lonipany ought to have taken lu ,snch ciicninstanccs 

Ill'll i.s very ohviouH, thongh it was long hcforc they snnimoneil conragi'to ndo|)t it. 

Instead of sendmg <mt tv lew straggling vessels, whieh were vu\\irovided with 
the means of repelling insult and outragi', tiny .should have litted ont a, Ih'ct, 
and armed it fully with all the immitions of war. Some mieli m,solution a])pear,s 
to liave heou adopted in i)re]iaring for i,he eighth voyage, whieh nonsisteil of the 
Dmrioih and lloseoinler, or Osiaoulci', afterwards Joined ly the and 

Solo'Dwn, and was couiinande.d ly Captain d'honms lle.st. ddie two hrst ve.ssi'ls 
sailed from Griivesend on the bst of Kchnnny, 1032, anil tirrived in tin' Hwdlhj 
or road of Surat in the hooinning of Se-iiteinher. Notwith,standing the dis 
couraging account given ly Captain lla.wlcin.s, liith' dilllculty was fonnil in 
ope.n’mg ii eoinnnnueation with the town; and Mr. Iverridgo, who aiijieaiw to 
have been a lactor in the Osiaiidar, was soon able to put Chptahi Ile.st in 
pos,session of a sealed certificate giving the. Engltsh anthovity to trade. As it 
wanted some of the n'qiiisitc forinaritics, .some ilouhts wore entertained of its 
validity, and before the.se wore .solved the Purtngne.so again made tlieir appear¬ 
ance. JJe.sides an inniiense fleet of incrcliaiitmen, inniihering 200 .sail, and giving 
a .striking idea of the extent of trade which the. Portngue.so inn.st then have 
carried on with the north coast of India, there were four wai' galleons, which 
had come with the avowed dcterniination of expelling the Kngli.sh, Cajitain 

iiisBiiiriiaii Be,st wa.s well ]n’epared for them, and deeming' it mmee('s.sai'y to wait till he 

jnoueoiliiigri. 

was afctiic'ked, ai oticc aissumed the ofFeiisive. On tlic 29i]i of Novc^mbor, ])laoing 
liim.self in the Bnajon, alioiit two cahles’ Icrngth from the Portuguese vice- 
admiral, the depth of water not allowing him to go nearer, “ 1 began,” he say.s, 
“ to play upon him with both groat and small .sliot, that ly an hourc' we had 
well peppered him.” The following day'the fight wa.s renewed, and with .still 
more suece.ss on tlie part of the English, wdio again defeated the Portuguese, and 
drove “ three of their foure sliippes on ground on the sands thwart of i.lm Tlarve 
of Snrat.” These having again been got off, the Portuguese atteni] )ted repea.te(lly 
to repair their di.sgrace, hut alway.s with the same result. 

The succe.ss whieli the English had thus gained over a, superior foriii', proved 
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(,ii' iiioi'c (‘llocLu.tl Lhiiii Lhoii' previous aLteuipLs at iiei^oliiitLoii, and J I'liaiigiv, a d. ibis 
becuuiiiij^ as aii.xiou.s to seein'o their alliance as he luul jireviously hccri iudif- 
Iviviil, or averse to it, entered into a treaty in regular fonn Tlie principal 
elausiss in this trc'.ity vveri"—d'liat tlie Eiii;lish shonlil hav'c full heedom of ti-adc ''‘'‘b- 

in his dominions, that their pen-sons, while ashore, should he protected I'roui mokui 
the- Portnone.si'; that tlieir imports sluuild ])ay only 31 [)er cent as customs; 
tha,t in ease.s of death no fees shoidd he di-jiianded, and the j.p)odM of the 
deceased .should he delivered u[) to the first Erigli.sli .shijw which mig-Iit .snhse- 
queiitly arrive; that in eases of wi'ono-, i-ediess should he specslily ohtained; and 
that an Itnglish amhassador should he received, and pennitteil to reside at the 
Mogul (^ourt. 'Phis iin])ortaut treaty w'as finally delivered, wdili much formality, 
to (la])lain lle.st at Kwally, on the 6th of l'’eLruary, 1613. 

A great oliji'et had now hoen g-ained. The Eortug’ue.se edaim to control the 
ti-ade had heen expressly disowned by the Great Mog'ul him.sell’, and a pei'iuauent 
footing- had las-n secunsl in several large eonuucrcial einpo5-ium,s, where con,si- 
deralile .sale.s of Riiglish goods could he made on favouraldo tonns, and an 
unlimited supply ohtained of tlu' goods host fitted both for the home market 
and Ibr hartin- again.st the splees of the Indian Arelii[)cdao-o The aflairs of the 
tJom[)any thus assumed a more proiuiiiug a})peaianee than they had over 
pi'C',seated before, aiul capital (or future investments began to flow into llieii- 
(•ofl’evs. It was seareely i)ossihli“ that, in these eii-enm,stances, the desultory 
mode of maiiagemeut hitherto pursueil could he contiaued; and in tlie detouui- 
iiatiou anuouneed by the du-i'cturs to ahamlon tlu; system of .separate advou- 
ture.s, and trade in futui'e on a joint sto(-k, wc see nntliiiig' more than a noceH,s!iry 
re.snlt of their altei-ed and impi-oved position. 

The re.solution to trade in futun' on a joint stock, undoi- the immediate niciOom- 
maiiagmumit of the (Vnupaiiy, luvist have been favou3-a,bly received, as a sum 'otmdo’''" 
of .Cli2(),0()0 was raiuoil for the juirpose, and apportioned in fitting out four 
voyng('.s, whieh were to sail sucee.ssively in the years 1613, 161 1, 1615, and 
1616 'L'he (leets wore larger than had been in-evionsly employed; the. first 
two eonsistiiig of eight ve.sscls caeli, the third of six, and the fourth of .seven 
'l'he vo^aigt'S theiu.selves po,sse.s,s little iutere.st; hut the rc.siills, though nob so 
extravagant a.s when they w'ore swelled by tlie .spoliation of native .ships, wei-o 
on the whole satisfactory, as the avei-age return of profit wa.s 87.3 csiit. 

The most imjiortnnt lucideuts which occurred during the performance of ilie.se 
voyagc.s w'cro—a new encounter with the rortugue,se in tlie mad of Swally, in 
January, 161.5, when a large, fleet, under the eommaud of the Viceroy of Goa 
In person, having Avantouly attadeed the English, was signally defeated, with 
tlu; loss of 3.)() men; a declaration of war between the Portuguese and the 
Great Mogul, and a consetpient strengthening of the English alliance Avith the 
latter; and tlie ai-j-ival ol Eir Thojnas Roe, invested with full powers to act a.s 
ambassador from tin- King of England. 
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I'liiH ciiuliassy, undoi'fcakL'ii in acoimlitiici' wiUi (Hic ol ilu' ,sii[)ii]!iLi()ns in l.lio 
fcrnaiy alinve ineniioiied, had tlie iiifceronL ol' tlio (Jiinipiiny uiiiiinly lor ihs olyeoL, 
and ^vas thercrorc inainfcainod entii'nly ab biicir c'X[K'nsn hiir 'riioinan lion 
avrivod in Uio nnd nl' 1615, and contiinu'd lu hn a, tvsuli'nb aL bkn Moyul conrb 
bill tlio cud nl' l(il8 Tluaioh hin recognized eliariiebor, and Uie judieionn 
infinru'r in Avliich lu' acbiMl, yave liini nuicli more inlluenee bhan llawlcins, ib 
is iiupossililo bo read his journal wiblionb lieiny sabisHed thab blie (Jonipa.ny, in 
employing an anil)a.s,sador at all, had coinniitted a hlunder. I’oinbs ol eliipiebbe 
whicli his position as ainljassadim would not allow him bo yii'ld, wer(‘ a|)b to 
bring' him into collision with the Mogul himsell', or tlie higlier inenibers ol his 
court; and he, gave ib as his decided opinion, bha,t as the ohjeet of his uiissimi 
was only niercanbilu, a native agent duly autlun-ized, and mainbaiued at a,n 
(‘xjK'iise of hi 00 a-year, would secure it iHibU'r than ten ami)a,ssadon-i. 

While thus candidly condenudng the |)olley which liad .made him amba,SiSa,- 
dor, Sir Thomas bloc lost no o])(iorbiiniby of furbhcj'ing’ the iutei'esbs ol’ (he 
Company; and on sevei'al oceasions, liy coind.erwurking- intriguers, nud olitainiiig 
redress of gvieva.nces, umlouhtedly cuntvihuted to place the KugUsh iradi' on a 
stahle .footing, and prepare it for the larger dcvelojiment whiuh it ail. hisl, 
rocoivmd. Still, it must he confessed that the most vahuihle service which he 
rendered, was in writing a journal which makes us intimately actpiaiids'd with 
all his tiaiisacLions, and contains a most graphi(! description of Jehangir and his 
coui't d’ho suhjeet has been already alluded to when mentioning tlu' ndvim- 
tuves of Captain Hawkins; but the infonnatiuu of the journal, as well as that 
derived from other sources, will justify .some additional dcitiiils, 

Jehangir, after .succeeding his fatlier in IGO.j, mad(! great professions oi' 
moderation, but his bad habits .soon resumed their ascendency; and in tin' .second 
year of his reign, on the .snppres.siou of a. rebellion, headed by his elde.st son 
Khosi'oo, who claimed the throne as the uoiniueo of hi.s grandfather Akher, Ins 
gave full .scope, to his ferocity, by ordering 700 of the en])ttired I'cla'ls to be 
impaled in a line leading from the gate of Lahore, In the sis^th yea,r of his 
reign (1611), he contraetod a mai'riage with Nur Jehan, a, eelehrated Inanity, 
who.so husband had peri,shed in defending hi.s lionour against Jeliangii'’,s in- 
trigue.s. Tlii.s event gave a colour to hi.s future reign. Her asceudeney over 
him svnis nnbouiided, and was eui[)loyod by her lo.ss unworthily than migid, 
Inive been anticipated. In early life he had heoomo oxee.sslvely addietisl to wiiu' 
and opium, and while Hawkins resided at his court, was so completely enslaved 
by this vicious habit, that his daily routine is de,scribed a.s follows;—‘‘His 
prayor,s he,ing' ended, foure or live sorfce.s of very wi'll dres.sod and j'oastod iuea,ts 
are brought him, of which, as he ploaseth, he eate.tli a. bit to stay liis .stouiaeko, 
drinking once of Ills strong driuke. Thou ho comoth forthi' into a private 
rooipe, where none can corue hut .suoli as himself nominatebh, In thi.s ]Jaco 
he driuktjUi other fivo cupfuls, which is the- portion that the phy.sioiauH alot 



ClIAl'. I, I 


<iriABAClTET!. OF JEtTANGIK. 


257 


li’mi. This done lie ejutetli opinin, ami then lie iii'isetli, and being in the Iicight a,ij. nisr. 
of his di'inlce, he Jayetli liini downe to sleep, every man departing to his OAvne 
homo; ;ind after lie lia.tli slojit two honres, they a.walco liiin and bring his 
snpjier to liim, at which time he is not able to feed himselfe, lint it is thniste 
into Ills month liy otliers; and this is about one of the clocke, and then he 
slcojieth the rest of tlie iiiglit.'’ 

Tlie goverrmient of sucli a disgusting drunkard could not he well, conducted; oorinuiifl 

. ... 

and though tlio administrative talents of Ids wife, Nnr Johan, and tlie military I'ovoninirait 
jn.'owess of his son, Prince .Klmrram, afterwards better known by hi.s title of 
Shah Jelnm. prevented the confn.sion which must otlierwi,se liave taken place, 
the court was a scene of constant intrigue, and corru|)tion wa.s i.'ampant in 
every hrancli of the pnhlio .service. Sucli was the .state of matters when Sii' 

Thomas Iloe arrived. On first landing at Simit, lie found tlie governor enrich¬ 
ing himself by seizing tlie goods of merchants, and insisting on tiieir being sold 
to liim at jU'ices of ills own fixing. On advancing into the interior, lie wa.s 
everywiiere .struck with signs of devastation and neglect; a-nd on Iris readiing 
the court, thougii lie could not bnt he struck witli the magnificence vidiich 
surrounded the rnonarcii, as lie sat on ids tlirone a,11 covered with diamonds, 
lieinis, and i.'ubies, liis admission to tlie drinking p.arties above described, wiien, 
with the exception of liimsclf and a few grave per.sona.ges, scarcely an individual 
remained H(.)ber, soon convineed him liow little dependence could be placed on a.ny 
arrangements tliat eoul<] lie made with one wlio was .so little master of liimself, 

Even at the time, of Sir d’lioraas Koe’s residence, Jeliangir’.s sons, convinced .TuhtuiBiv'B 
that ids drunken iiabits must speedily terminate his life, had li(,\gun to intrigue 
for the snccoHsinn ; 
and yet, sucli was 
tlie strengtli of his 
constitution, that 
lii,s I’eign was piro- 
ionged. for otlier ten 
years, and did not 
terminate till if!27. 

During ]iart of tiii.s 
time, indeed, he 
could scarcely be 
said, to possess tiie 
tlirone:, as liis sons 

, ' iViMM OE JBnAJrnui. AT K(Jcoll(‘otUmH of Tnflia. 

■vy ere o],)eTuy waT ; 

either witli him or with efl,eti:otheivp aiid...tlie yeai’ hefiire, lie: died,;li^ 
montlis a prisoner in tliediands .of..';c)iie'pfdiisfgene^^ iDn. regaining liis liberty, 
he Set cart oii liis annual visit to Dashniere,.but had .hotflp 
wuhseized with a violent ilhiess^ and\died,;hn iJie 

\'T' ■ a';;... -.1, 
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Uu‘ tre.ity with the UieaL Llio Cojuiiaiiy luul tioL imly 

o'aiueil full fii-co.ss to tlic eoiiLinciiL of fiulia, l)ut Boon ('iiiililod to 
luisuioo a n'oiilai' eoin.so of iiiLcvoliaiioi'^, IVoiii which ii a^i'('at 
iiiciease of mercantile profits was aiiticipaled Al, iSurai,, (liou^h 
(he .sales of Jiimlisli im[)orts were limited, leasotiahle ]nirehnses 
eoidd he made of the cloths ami other good.s vvliiuh wer(> in !^re,it ilemand at 
B.uitaiii and other stations cstahlislied in the Indian Arelii|)eliio((, and could, in 
conseqneuce, he advaidaoeunsly e.Kchanged ai-ainst ]iepper and oilier sjiiees, 
which were at first r(>oai'ded as tin* most iiujxirtaut stajile.s of the Kaslern ti'ade 
With the view of exti'uding' these exclian^fo.s, (itlier stalion.s ahnit; tlu‘ coast of 
India were £!,radnnlly adopted, and the vessels of the Company hcffan regularly 
t(j fn'quent all the leading ]kh’Is hoth on llu* IVlailahar and the Coromandel 
coasts, and htill further north to the moutli.s of the Canges 

The ample scope fur traflic ihu.s afforded was moie than hiillleient to give 
fnll employment for all the capital which the Company had yet heen ahle (o 
raise; hut their amljition apjiears always to have heeii huger than theii’ mt'ams, 
and they re.solved to turn their attention to Persia Auinipoilant trade with 
tilts country had long heen carried on hy the Levant Comjiany, hut \vai had 
hegun to rage hetwcim ilie Turks and Peisians, and tlu' iisua.l elmunel uf inter- 
cour.se Ijcing thus inti'iTiipted, it was resolved to take advantage of the eiu'um- 
stauce, and endeavour permanently to transfer the tiade from tlu' Levant to 
the Persian Culf. Tlio attempt thus to interfere with the monopoly of another 
British chartered company was rather uugeirerous; and it may have heen jiavtly 
on this account that Idir Thomas Poe not only ileeidedly disajqiroved uf it, hut 
endeavoured, on Ids own rPS])OiiHihility, to prevent it from heiiig cai’ried into 
effect 'riie flattering re[)re.senlationR of the factors of Hurat, liowi'ver, prevailf'd ; 
and a vessel ivas despatched to the port, of Jasic, .sitiialed a little east of the 
entrance of the Persian Culf with a small sum of money, and a cargo of English 
Lroadeloths, kei'Seys, lead, tin, iron, eutleiy, &e, to he c'xchangcd for Persian 
.silky. The adventure proved .sueeessfnl; and ultimately a n'giilar trade was 
establislied hetweisi the Persian Culf, Surat, and Pauitam 


It liad heen foreseen that tins tradi* could not lie estalilished without c’oudng 
into fleree collision with the Portuguese, who had long posses.sed it as an exeln- 
.sive monopoly; hut the signal successes wlucli had been gained over tlusu when 
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they attcmptwl to ineveiiL (he esUMishment ol ,iii l!]ut;lisli J.mloiy at Smut, \dioi 7 
appeal to have satisHed the (Joiu[).uiy fiiicl then aneiiLs that Poitiiouese iiostiiity 
was lafchet to lie (onited tli.ui feared, a^ m all ]iiol>alnlitv ,i iieli haivest ol 
prizi's would he tiiadi' l'h(‘ event jjiovcd as had 
been anticip.iied The PoiLuguese, now m a ^ -v* 

state of I'.ipid deeliiie, made pieteiisious and 
endeavoured to support them by hostilities, whieh 
nidy led to their discomlitnie, and they had the 
mot titie.'itiou of seeing the Eugli.sli not only seemed 
in their trade', but in bigli lavoiir .d, blii' Pei.sian 
eourt, and formally le.igued with its iiiunaich in 
an olibiisivo and deti'iisive alliance 

The favomablc aspect wbiuli the aifair.s of the 
CJomjjauy now bore liad a visible effect in filling 
nj) the suhseiiption to a ui'w joint .stock, which 
.stinted in lbT7--18, with the large capital of .Gl,COO,000. 
unmhor of inopiiebois of stock ainonntcd to !)o4', and the numlicv of .shijis 
possessed by them is stated at tbirty-.six, of 100 to 1000 tons burden, 'fbe cajiital 
subscribed was allotted to tluec voyages, the first consisting of nine, .and eae1i ol 
the otlier two of eight .ships Eefore the last of these voyages was nudei taken, 
a remaikable change took [ilaei' in the anangeinents of the Company. 

In the Eastern islands the Dutch not only claimed snpreimuy, hut had orixibiti.'n 

^ Horn tho 

actually established it They had, liowever, tacitly ackiiowleilged the Conipriny's laaih 
right of tvalJle, at least to a limited extent, and iintinegs, mace, and cloves 
fonnerl part of the usual retiuns imported fioin tlie East into England. The 
huger scale on whieh the (Jompany’.s operations were now about lo be carried 
on liaving all'orded tho Dutch a pretext fox- inteifering, tliey plainly intimated 
their determination to re.seive the trade in the finer spices as an exclusive 
monopoly. They rested their ehiini on the fact that they had eniiqueied tlie 
S})icc islands from the Poi'tuguese, and being in actual jiossession of tliem, bad 
a rigid recognized by the veiy chartx'v of the Loudon East India Comjiaiiy to 
debar all other parties from frequenting them Bo satisfied were they with the 
validity of thi,s claim, that, instead of regarding them,solves as unlawful aggres¬ 
sors in the violent steps wliieh they had taken to exclude the English, they 
assumed the character of eomplainera, and in 1618 presented a meuiorial to 
King Jarae.s, in which, after .stating what tlicy callcil their giievances, they 
piayed for redress of past, and a imohibition of futinc eueruachments Tlio Mutual 

^ . emnplaiiitfi 

London East India Company told a very different tale; and after enumerating 
tlie wirious forms of o1),stvuction and oppre,ssion to which they had been sub¬ 
jected in cariying on their trade at Bantam, wiiere their rigid of factoxy could 
nob be disputed, and in ondeavoxxxing to extend it to islands Over which the 
Dutch could not pretend to have established any exclusive mxthojity, they 
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bcsonglLl the king tn iuteifere in tlieir beliall’ and pfotciet Lheju iigahist a vinli'iiee 
wliich, though unprovoked, hail Leconio iul.()le]-ahle 

Jt was impossible that matters could reinalu as they were, but King Jauiea, 
in accordance with his usual |)olic 3 ^ only tem|i(uized liy engaging in a, course' 
oi‘ intiicate and jirotraeted negotiation intimaticly, a Icivul ol uudecstaaiding 
Avas arrived at, and an agreeiueut, aeipiiesccfl in by all jurties, was loi'inally 
concluded at Ijondou on the Vth ul’ July, Kill) The leading isLipulation.s were, 
that all exces,SOS on either side should he tbi'gdveil, that the ships and jiropi'rty 
which had lieeii .seized should be mutually re.slored, that each nation should 
h;i\e the li'ee piivilegi' id' tradi' to the Jtast, wilbout any limitatiou as to the 
capital Avliieh niiglit be eniplo^^ed , that both eompaiiies should sLi Ive to diminish 
(‘Ustoms and other oxaetioii.s, and regulate the inarlcet by purc‘ha,sing at prices 
])icviou.sly ariaiiged by common agents; that, in sharing the purchases tlius 
made, the pepjicr siioidd ho eniially divideil between the comiianies, Inii only 
a third of tJio liner spices should he apportioned (u the Illngdi.sli; tliat tlie I’oits 
actually built .should remain with thi'ir present posses.sors, hut that all I'liture 
forts acipiired in the Mohieeas or etsi'wliere hy the eommon industiy or common 
force .should ho po.s.se.s.sed and garri.soued johdily; and that aiti'mpts should lu' 
made at the ooininou I'Xfien.se to estahh.'.h trade in now place.s, anil ('.specially 
in Oliiiia In order to give ell'eet to this ti'caty, which was to last for twenty 
year.s, a special uiaehiuery Avas ohviou.sly reciuired. Accordingly, a '‘tJouiicil of 
Ilefcuoo ” Avas iustitutc'd. 11 euu.sistc'd of eiglit memher.s, four from ('aeli couiiia ny; 
and to make the e(|uality stil! more eompleti', the memhei'.s ol’ each company 
Av<'re to pre.siile alternatelys To this eoimeil larg’c jiowt'rs Avore eouimitted 
'rvventy .ships, furidslu'd in cipial portioii.s by each company, were to hc' miiiii- 
taiiied for Avar purposes, and not permitted, except under spi'cial eirriiinstanee.s, 
to be employed iu the tvauspmt of luerchaudise. T'liese .ship.s, and more if 
necessary, were to he ]ilaccd under tlie immediate autliority of the eoimeil of 
defence, which was empoAvered to distiihuto them at dilferent .station.s, and pro¬ 
vide for the niaintenauce of the sailur.s and soldiers enpdoyed, hy handing ovc'r 
the pj'oeceds of the duc.s and eu.stoms, particularly in the Aloluecas, to I,ho 
ti'oasurers of the companic,s. When the vessels enpiloyod .sustained damage hy 
storm or .similar mi.sfortuue, the lo.s.s Avas to be borne hy the company to which 
they belonged; but when they .sulfored in the common cause, as in Avai', a 
different rule Avas to bo observed, and j-eparatiou Avas to he made at the common 
expense. To prevent the disjmtes which might thus arise, each ship, when 
placed on the .station, Avas to lie vahxed, in ordi'r that, at any ruture time, tlu' 
amount of doterloration produced during its employment on active service might 
he easily a.soertaincd. All (][uestious arLsitig bebAVuen the* companies wori' to be 
settled hy the oouncil of defence, and in the event of tlu'ir biiiug equally 
divided, the soAnireigns of the companies Averc to act as avbitratoiH 

TTad this treaty been hone.stly and candidly acted njion, it would not only 
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havi' ;;lvou the Dulcli inul PliiglLsli .i complete miincuiaey lu Llie E:e.t, Iml pro- a d k.ji 
viili'd e(|uifc<ilily for their se]>iuii,te iiiteiests 'I’hc two-tliiuE of Llio liner spices 
aliotfccd to the IJutch eindd seareely lie considered more tliiin then' oxeLtious in Nm 
rooting out tlii' S])aiiisli ;uul i’ortnopiese entitled them to expect; ami the 
ilinglish, who saw themsuhcs in danger of heing excluded altogether, might 
h.ive been satislied when tliey were seemed in a certain jiortion, which could 
not lie diminished The management, too, was fairly adjusted, and it is not 
e.isy to see how it was jiobsihle, under siieh a mauag'emeiib, for one of the eoia- 
piiniis to oveinile the other Such, howi'ver, was theiharge hioiight against 
their colleague,s by the English, wdio eonpilained that evmi'yLhing yaguc in the 
tieaty \wis intei^ireted to tlu'ir disadvantage, and that their funds w'cie .seized 
and a]i])Lopiiated (o purposes in wlueh they had no .sjieeial interest The triilli 
.si'cms (o h(', that thong'li liotli eonnianies ]n’ofe.s,sed to acipiiesce in the treaty, 
neitlu'i' of tliem was .satislied with it; and hence both, ^vllile eager to avail 
(liuinselve.s of all the advaiiiage.s which the treaty eonfeiied, had no soniplc in 
endeavoming to evade the olilig.atlons which it imposed Tlie Dutcli, who 
helieved that thi'y could easily have dilven their rivals out of the Molucca 
tra^ay ahogidher, gnnuliled at lieing compelled to cede a whole thinl of it; wiiiie 
ihy English, who had never at any fotinei peiiod litted out ten vessels on a 
.single A'oyagi' for nu'ienidili' pm poses, found it inpmssihlo to cany on their 
tiade, wliile tlie laigi'r porlion of thi'ir capibd was lepuired to lit out vessels 
for war pm[K).S(;s only. The interest of the padtes heing thu.s appariaitly 
adverse, it is easy to unih'istaiul liow their former rivalry revived, and tlieir 
enmity, instead of being sup¬ 


pressed, heebnie more insadi' 
late 'I'll is fact was ,s’oon to 
111 ' deiniinstrated by a fearful 
tragedy. \ 

In the i.sland of Aniboyna 
tlie Engli.sli, iiiidi'rthe autho¬ 
rity of the treaty, had estah- 
lished a factory and several 
agencies, Tlie Avhole ]K)wer, 
iiowever, was in the hands of 
the Dutch The strong castle 
of Amboyna, which they 
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po.ssessed at. the date of the treaty, remained under’ their owur entire control; 
througliout the island they far outnimibercd all other’ Enropearrs, and in its Amiionm 


harbours Avore Khip,s of Avar as ati'H as rnerehant vessels, orr Avliose assistarieo 


they could currfidenily calculate hr arry ernergeircy. Trr sueli circumstances 
there was no external force from Avhleli they could Heriurisly apprehend arry 


dangi'v; and yet, orr the grotmd that a conspiracy had been formed for the 
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jiui'po.se {)(' wrchtini^ Lhc island tVoni lliciii, LIjo DuLcli aiiLluiriLics proci'cilcd, in 
ihu name oi’ law and jnsLice, Inii/ in i^rnss iind inanilestj vinlaLion dI biiLh, Li> 
])crpcLrate an afcvnuity which lias hdt a stain on the national (•iiin’aet('r. 

According to tiu'ii own account, ])art o(‘ their gai'risrin in the castle of 
Anihoyna consisted oi' nati\c4 ofdapan One of tlnssc, having incnris'd suspicion 
hy tlui minuteness of hi.s inipiii'ies }i,s t<i tlu' .state a!id detenecs ol tin' place, was 
ajjjircheudcd, and on examination divulged a phit, into which oilier eight of his 
conntiyinen and the hhiglisli in the service of the London Last India tloin|iany 
had entered, for the purpose of seizing the castU' of Audioyi'a, and therehy 
makino- themsclve.s niasUu'.s of the island 'I’lie Japanese, whose nanu'S theii' 
countr_)'n)au had nu'uLiuned whih' under torture, were hrst appi'chciuh'd, and 
heing .siihjectod to the .same hoi-j'ihlc proee.s.s, not oidy eonli'ssed their own guilt, 
but im|)licat('d the leading nu'mher,s of the Lnglish factory, After a .sliort 
interval the English thus deiioimeed wo'c .seized; and, partly under llu' tc'rror 
of heiug tortured, and partly under the actual application of it, eonlirmed tlu' 
statements of tlu' Japaiu'se. On the evideius' thus extorted, a eouvietion was 
obtained ; and sentence of deatli was not oidy prouuuiua'd, hut actually iidlicled 
on nine native,s of Japan, one Uortuguese, and twelve) Englishmen. Among the 
last wove tJaptaiu Oahriel '['owcr.suii, the English agamt at Ainlnj’iia, and ses'eral 
of his facLor.s and as,sistants. 

in endeavouring to defend tliis ])roceeding, ilu> liiileh ilweJI partienlaiiy fm 
the uniformity of the cout('.s,siou made hy the uuha|)py sulferers; hut they oiiiil 
to meutiuu that, at tlie time when torturi' wa.s inllicted, the answei's ih'sired 
to be obtainud wm'e actually suggested, and tlu* acou.scd, instead of being .simply 
calk'd upon to state the truth, were asked, while writhing in agony or thri'a- 
tenod with it, Avhether tlusy had not eutereil into the plot with Avhii'h they 
were charged—whether .such aiid such pyopo.sals had not been made— wheLlier 
.such and ,such plans had not been arranged—a,iul whotla'r a particular ilay, 
also named, had not been fixed for caiaying them into ('xecutioii. In this way, 
not by fair interrogatories, hut hy a .series of leading ipie.stions, the answer.s wt'i'i* 
made to a.ssumo a degree of consistency Avell calculated to conceal or di.sgui.se 
the momstrous ah.suvdities which the whole charge caraied on the face ol‘ it. It 
ought also to be borne in mind, that the coiife.s,siou.s Avhich had been extm'Led 
were afierAvairls solemnly vciractod in the interval between the .seuteuee and 
the execution, and that all tlu' victim.s died protesting thuii’ iimocence. 

Even admitting that the suspicion of .sonic kind of plot was not altogether 
ground]e.s.s, the extreme measures adojited hy the JJutch autlim'ities are utl(*rly 
incapable of vindication. The danger, if it ever existed, vanished the moment it 
was discovered. Where,, then, rvas the necessity of iLiu'ryiug oir the ti'ial while 
the accused remained without the mean.s of jiroviding a proper defence; or 
of executing it, without allowing them the opportunity of bringing a sentence 
whioli they held to he inicpiitous under revdew? The Council of Defence, to 
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which .-ill ([U(‘,sLions iiHocLin^- fcho inkTcsts of ilie coiii[)iuiu!s hiiil been .s^'ec'iiiUy \ t> ins?, 
rerci'i'cd, was slill in oxisLcncc Where was Lho claiigci of a delay which vroulJ 
have s\d)uiiLfced Lhe judgiueui to its revisaM 'L’licae are <{uestioiis wliicli tlie 
lJuteli have found it iiUj)ossihl(‘ to answer, and the bloody deed of Anil)oy:ia, 
[>er|)etrated on Llu' 27tli of ii’elivnary, 1023, therehnc reniaiiis to this da_v justly 
branded as a niass<i.cre. 


When titling.s of tlie niassiiere reached England, tlie j)ubhc indignation was iiKi'Mimt'™' 

m rugliiml 

inlliuiUMl to sucli ii ])ik‘li tlint all idea of ai'iiienMe iirnuigeiucoii WJis liI) anLloiied; 
and even King James, forgetting Ids lethai-g-ic and mean-spirited policy, began 
to talk ojienly of Avar, ffo bad even i.ssiicd lottei'.s of reprisal, authoi'izing the 
injured pai'tios to seek redre.ss at their own hands, and seemed bent on measures 
still more decisive, wlieii his Inglorious can'or was hrongdiL to a close. The Dutch 
dexterously availetl thcmsa'ha'S of tim o|)portunitie,s adbrded liy a ucav reign 
to [irotruct negotiations, and managed to .spin out a .serit's of years, making 
fair promises of giving i-pdress, but always evading the performance of them. 

'fids <Tai'ty lino of jiolicy Avas oidy too .siiceessfiil, in coiiscgnence of the embar¬ 
rassments in which (Jharh's 1. was .soon invidvcil d’he seeds of a civil war 


bad Iks'ii thickly sown in Eiiglaiul even during Ids i'atlier’s lifetime; and all 
other ((iiestioiis became comparatively insignificant when once jaihllc attention 
began to he lixed on tin' great contest wliich was to decide the late of the 
Ihiglish momirehy. 

While tins dis[iu(c was tmuding, the afiaii-s of the Company were often at a DiiiitmitiL-i 
very low ebb. Ju tlie Indian Arehijielago, station after station was abandoned cnmiuin> 
in order to escape from the o(ipro.ssion of the Dutch; and in various other 
(|uartcrs so itiany untoward events occurred, that tlie Company, unable to pro¬ 
secute any regular system of tra,de, were obliged to rest satisfied with shifting 
expedients, sometimes snecossful, but oftener jirodnctive uuly of disappointment 
Tiieir .stock in conscijnenco, instead of <'omiiiandiug a premium, could with 
dilKculty be sold at a considerable di.scount. it cannot be denied that, amid.st 
tlie.se ilisoourag(‘mcuts, much per’scAmraiico was dis[ilayed. Every o]')cning for 
trade was eagerly emhraccd When that with Persia threatened to prove 
nnproduetive, the Red Sea, wa.s again re,sorted to; and when misunderstauding.s 
witli the Mog'ul endangered the factory at Surat, new stations were found on 
the op])osite coast of the Indian ^mninsula Hero for some time the ininci}>al 
i'acteuy had its seat at Masulijiatam; but tbe extortion,s of the g'ovemor having 
become intolerable, a new locality was obtained, in 1G2S, at Armegon, situated 
on th(! Coromandel coast about ,sevenfcy miles north of Madras. The factory 
establislied at Armegon was ,snb,siitnted for that of Masnlipatain, and is remark¬ 
able as the first station on the continent of India which the CWpu,ny were 
])crini(ted t{i fortify. 'I'lie advantage which it ilma poases.sed promised at one 
time, to malce it a great em])orium; but the .situation proved inconvenient, and 
the gov(;rnoi' of Masnli])atam, anxious to recovei' the revenui' which lie. had lost 
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l>y tho wiihdi'iwnl nl' ilie ()oii\]wny’K tvfiiU', oUVrenl so iUnl 

tli('y wei'G ao-.'iiu iiidufoil l,o make Uiai port Lheir [)i'ii)ci])al sLaLioii. 

Dui'iiig tliesc Li'ansacl-ioiis Llio T)ii(,cli (lucsMoii eoiiLiiiiKHl ii|u‘n, and iiiaiiy 
afctcui])is woi'ii dkuIl', liy (‘ommi-fsioiun,-, appoinknl for LIiaL ])iiV|)Osc!, to oIiLaiii 
ail ei[uital)]c' ailjiisbment Iii j>rt)])r>rtioii, Innvev't'r, as the doniestie dillieidties 
of the kino- inereased, the Dutcliweve omlioldi'iied to ret'iiiSi' redroHs; and tlu‘ 
(JoiiijKiuy, losing' paiit'Tiee, took tlie vomai'kalile step of' phu'iiio; tlienisidves in 
direct conniivnucation wifcli jiarliaiiunit IIitlierto iJu'y had osisti'd mendy as 
ei'catures of the ci'owii, and on .several oira,sion.s had hi'en made, to R'el how 
little depciidoiice wa.s to be placed on its eoiud.eiianee and .support Kino 
James, at the very (.'omnieneoment of his T'eion, virtually ignored Queen Kliza- 
liotli’.s charter, in the lii'ense hy which he empoweri'd Sir Kdward Mieludhoriie 
to Li'ade within the proliDiited limits; .-ind on a Hub,se(|iient oeeaslon, I'ven al'tt'r 
he had made the charter his own by r(‘n(‘wine and eonlirmino' it, lie h'agued 
with his worthle.ss I'avoin'ite, th(> Diiki' ol IJnekiiig'hinn, in arresting the ship.s o I' 
the (Jompauy, I'or the jmrjio.sc ol' evtorl.iiig a .share in the jirize money vvdiieh 
they were all(‘ged to have gained wlien as.si,sling l.lu' 1 'er.siiinM against the 
L’ovtuguese in tlu' capture of Oriuu/.. As yid. King Qluu'les had not been 
inpilleaf.ed in any overt attack on tin' ])rivileges or intcT'estiS of tlie tVanpiiny ; 
hut the sluggi.sli manner in which be urged theirelaiin lo ri'dri'.s.s for the injurii's 
.su,stained from tin* JUuteb nm.st have .satislii'd them Lliat, at the best, be wa.s a 
very lukewarm rriend. It i.s not snvpri.sing, tlu'vefore, that when, in I(i 28 , tin' 
great struggle hetweeu the king and the ]iarlianu'nt a.ssnmed a, definite .slupie hy 
tlie 2 )re,.sentatioii of the celebrated Petition ofUight, t.be Conpiany, impatient of 
the interminable delay.s to wbieb they bad been .snbjeeted, took the bold step 
of withdrawing their case, from the, exclusive (sigiuzance of the crown liy hring 
ing it dii'cetly under the notice of the legi.slalnre, 'Their meinoi'ial, pre|)ared 
with this view, be.side.s cmmierating the liard.shijis under wliieli they lahounal, 
founded their claims to jiublic .sinijiort on Llio benefits vdiieli they had, a,s a, 
comjiany, conferred on the nation. The (inestivm as to the ex]iediency of tlu' 
peculiar jii'ivileges which their charter conferred was tluis fairly raised, a.nd 
would doirlitlcas lurve been fully discussed bad not the parlhnneut been .sud¬ 
denly di.ssolvcd before the mcmoi’ia] could be taken into considerai.ion, 

I'lie memorial, imjilying, as it oljviously did, a nen.sure on the d'llatoriness 
of the crown, and amoiuiting to what many regarded a.s an iutorfereiuie with 
the royal jirei'ogative, must have been very oflen.slve to tlie kdiig; but more 
urgent couccrn.s engros.yed bin attention, and he .so far concealed lii.s disjileasaro 
a.H not only to leave the cliartored rights of the Company unim 2 )aii*ed, but occa¬ 
sionally to i.saue proelamation.s in their Ikvour. One of tbeso ].u'oelamation.s, 
dated 19ih February, KiSl, deal,s with an internal ahuse, and glve.s a striking 
mamfe,station of the hcljiless, or at least desponding state into which the Ooim 
-IJanymusb have fallen before they deemed it necos.sary to .seek the iiroteetion 
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of Llio kiiiif iigainst their own fiOrvauts Tlie plan originally adopted of giving ad uni 
an interest in each voyage to all tlie ])oi‘soiis enpdoyod hi it had never been 
ahandoned, and aeeordingiy oven eoinmon Holdiein and sailors had been ]ier- 
initted to trade on their own aeeoniiL in certain sjicciiied articles, d'ho (piantity 
of s|)aec allowed to I'aeh lor this jirivate trade was a chest -1< feet long, 1 ' foot 
wide, and 1 ^ foot deoji Under the cover of this permission, it appears that 
smuggling was carried on to such an extent as hotli to defraud the public 
revenue and diminish tin' Company’s legiliniati' prolits. 'flic ])roclamation 
s[)ceially directed against this smuggling, “ whorehy the said Company’s general 
affairs arc' of late much diiclincd and decayed, and the. arlventurcrs therein ranch 
diseonragc'd,” intimates that in future greater vigilance will lie exercised, and 
('alls ujKin all oflieex’S to exert themsx'lves to the utmost against those wdio, not 
satislied with the vSpecifiod anxouni of licensed traffic, and “ the extraordinary 
great Avagc's wliich they (tin* Comiianv) arc accustomed to pay in fchoir cmjiloy- Aiiiuiunt 

,, , ' llulplCB'llltl 

nvtnvtw, \uig\'aiv^uuly aiMl ui\gcrvcro\isly luvdevmuwwg tlunr eniployeiH by on\iu 

“driving a secx'ct underhand trade” The abuse thus denounced was surely 
oiH! with which tin' Cora]iany tliem,selves ought to have heen fully prepared to 
deal, and it is fxlmost piteous to sec them virtually conres.sing their iiiconx' 
petency l)y ealliiig in e.xtraueous aid to assist tliem iu their iriLorual manage¬ 
ment. Even without, tiie aid of government, it conid not liave heen diflieult to 
hti'iko at the root of tlie evil liy withdrawing the license which made its 
d(‘tci‘tion almost ini])assihle, and dx'.elaring that in future all the servants of 
the {lompauy would he paid by fixed sala.vics and wages. The very ojiposite 
eoui'.sc was adopt<(d; and the proelaiuatiou, while denouncing the evil, pi'ocecdiS 
very px-e])osL('roiisly to increase it, by annouucixig that the licc'n.se to caj'ry on 
priva.Lc tradcj, instead of being ])rolubit(xd, would remain as before in the o!is(' 
of the lowxT classes of aei’vanis, and iu the case of the liighcr classes wmuld be, 
('xtended, so as to give many of them double the (piantity of private tonnage 
which had ju'evionsly been allowed. 

It would have been strange if the Company, while pi’oclaiming tbeir own cimtiimcii 

, . . . n 1 , ilinici.ltim 

ineonijieteney and sanctJormig gross nusmanagement, could liave prospered oven 

under favourable circnmsfauce.s; and unfortunately at this very time a series of 

events look place which placed their nlfairs in great je(jpardy. The Duteli had 

made good their footing at Biirat, and greatly reduced the })rofits of the trade by 

a formidable competition. In the Persian Gulf, 'wbere, iu addition to the ordi- 

mny jiroflts of trade, the Company had obtained a permanent grant of half the 

(uiatoHis levied at the port of Gombox’oon, tbeir position was endangered not only 

by a. now mK;ces,sion to the throne, bixt by an attempt of the Portngne.se to 

reca.ptm'e Onnux In the Eimtei’n Ax-clnpelago the spice trade bad been almost 

extingni.sbcd, and the factory of .Bantam, which, as it was the earliest, had 

long held pr(jcedence of all the other stations of the Company, became so imim- 

])ortant as to ho reduced to an agency depemlent on Surat, which alone was 

VoL. T. 34 
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A 1 ) iDii now £(ovGri\f'd by fi piesidoiiL <ind oonncil Wliile Hins liostd wdli dilHciilLios, 
the tiade of the (Jonipaiiy was hinu<;lit aluiost tf) a stand in India liy tlu' 
dovastiition of a ]aiL!,t“ ])ovti(.iii of the toiiutiy liy a fiiniine, iollowed ,is usual liy 
ii pestiloneo, and in Euf^land by the stale of feinieut inlo wliub all minds weiv 
now tliiown by the a]>pioaeinng eivil broils 

iwioi 11 ,c The besi thine (hat eaii be said for I he Coiniiany dniine this elnoniy ]H'iiod 

dlitiuii'tiLT^' is that they iievi'r abandoned Ihenisclvi's to despaii, and t'vcn while losing 
eiomid, were always on the alert to l.ike advaintagi' of any favoiualih' ojicning 
wliieh might oceiir In this way their .suoeess was oftiai greatei than they 
eonid have ventiued to anticipate The new Peisian monareh, Shah Sophi, 
issued lirnians leinst.itine theiu in all theii forniei ])iivileges, iiieluding (he 
giant of th(' eustonis of Cloinbeioon whieh, in l(i.‘52, yielded as the Company’s 
share 550 toniands, a sum eipial lo £1050 sterlino' In the same year lh(‘ 



faeiory at Masulijiatain, wliieli had been abandoned in eousequenee of llie extois 
tiou and oppve.ssion of the governor, was re-establisbed on i'avouiable eondilions 
by the ex]iross authority of the King of (lolconda, to whom tlie teiiitory 
belonged; while A.rmegon, thongli abandoned as a eommereial emporium, 
aerpiired new importaiiee from tlu* additional strength given to its forliliea 
tions A secure asylum was thus obtained within the Hay of Bengal, to whieli 
the attention of the C’ompaiiy was now more espoeially directed 
romuiiitum During Sir Thomas Roo’.s eiubaasy to tlio Great Mogul Jehangir, a liiman 
mUi'iil'ns!!! obtaiiicd, in general terms authorizing the EngliMh to tradi' in Bengal 

The iinporiauce of the jieruiission thus granted ap}iears not to liave lieen appie- 
ciated, and no use had been made of it when Jeluuigir’s reign tc'rmiuatcd by his 
death in 1627. During the reign of Ida .son Shah Jelian, whose favour th(' 
English generally enjoyed, the idea of a Bengal ti'ade was revivtsl; ami in 
163-1, a firman was obtained, whieh threw the whole trade of the ])rovincc' o})eii 
to tha Company, suhjeet to the reatriction that their ships were to resort only 
to the port of Piply or Pcipley. This plaee, aitnate-d on the Soohunreka ten 
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uiUe.s iibdvo its mouth, mid within n short disUmcc of the ostuary ot tho ilooghly, a.d 
had a voiy iudillcKsit harhonr, but posHossed tlic iuijioi-tant advantage of 
giving iumiodiato access to a countiy of almost inexhaustible vosonrces, with 
an immense industrial population, from whom an indefinite supply nt the fine 
white cloths suited eipially tor the Jfnglish, tlu' I’ersiau, and the south-eastern 
markets, might at all times he ohtuinod. The jiros[)e,ct of a revival of trade 
seemed in conseipienee so promising, that new elforts were made; and Bantam, 
with tho view ol heing again made a eentral emjiorium hetween the Indian 
peninsula, and the Wpico Islands, was once more restoi'ed to the dignity of a 
jircsldeney. In tho midst of this apparent success, an event took jilace by vvhicli 
tlio very I'xistenco of the Company was tlLrcatened. 


Oil APT Ell 111. 


'I'l'iii'i'wiUi Uic! I’oi tusaiei.o—EhUlilihlimoiit ol'a rival company—ScUlenient with the Tulcli—Stale ol' 

tho C'oiiipaiiy uiidor C'romwoli 


IS the eontesLs carried on hetwa-cn tho Company and the Portu-fniUKiiuso 
giiese Iiad long heen prodnetive only of mJseliief to lioth, a 
mutual desire for aiTangemorit was felt. Wliile they were wast¬ 
ing tlieii' strengtli the Dutch Avero continuing their successful 
oai'ctn', and threatening to involve tlicm in a common ruin. In 
tlicse circnmstiuices little difficulty was found in opening a friendly communi¬ 
cation with tho Viceroy of Coa, and forming a trtice which, if approved liy their 
sovcu'cigns, miglit ai'terwiirds ho converted into a permanent treaty. Under 
this truce, whicli gtivc each of tho contnicting parties free access, for all com¬ 
mercial pm'jioses, to tlio jiorts and factories of ilio otlicr, tlie Company naturally 
anticijiated a large extension of ii'allic, and had liegun to make the necessary 
preiiarations with that view, wlien they wen; startled by the information that 
King Cliarles had gra,nted license to a new lifidy of inorcantilc adventurers, for 
tlie special purpo.se of appropriating the advantage.s whicli tlie truce vuis expected 
to colder. 

This extraordinary proceeding, whicli took place in 1C35, was probalily the ackavu 

^ i -it T'tl T7 1* 

rOKult ol' a varioty of causes, it maybe that Cliarles, ■vvime lie coucealcd ius gvantcdto 
disjJeasure at the memorial which the Company presented to parliament in 1628, 
had never forgotten it, and was therefore not nnwiliing to avail himself of the 
iirst opportunity which offered to take his revenge. The very bitter terns in 
which the past conduct of the Company is stigmatized, certainly savours of vin- 
dictivoness. On dhrerent occasions his majesty had borne strong and willing 
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AD ihss te.stiiiiony U) tlie lionoiQ- iuid Lencfit wliicli Lliu tlonipDiiy liad I'nnluri’cd (in ilio 
nation at largo, wlievcns the osLablLshmeni of a rival as.sooiation Ls now JasLilled 
expi'CiSfily on the ground that “in all this tiiiie, since th(' erection (jf tlie said East 
India Company, notwithstanding the inanifold jirivilegcs gTanted t(j tlioin, they 
had neither so settled and planted ti'ade in those parts, noi made any such fottili- 
catioa or place of .snrety, as iniglit give assiiraTice or encouragenu'nt to any, in 
future times, to adventure to trade tlieri*; neither liad we mei'ived any annnal 
liencfit from theiua' (as other princes did), hy reason of the said Oomjiany’s 
C'liiiit'cj negdoet in fortilying.” The}' “had merely ink'nded and pui’sued their own 

(Vminiiy: [irescnt ])rofit and advantage, witlaait i»rovidiiig any safety or sidtiedness i'or 
estahlishing of tralllek in the said Indies for the good of iiosterity, or for long'('r 
time than it should ple.ase the natives or inhabitants there to permit the con¬ 
tinuance thei'eof.” The conduct of the f'oinpany in tliis resju'ct is contrasted 
with that of the Toi'tnguese and Dntcli, who “had jilanted and fortilietl tluan- 
selves there, and established a lasting and ho[>efnl trade there, for the g'ood of 
posterity; and by advautago tiieneof had not only rendered oiir sidijeets abiding 
in those ]'i!U'ts subject to tbi'ir insohmeies and apparerd, injuries, bui,, in a 
manner, wrought them out of trade tlujro, whieli vvo found, not only hy the 
complaint of divers of the adventurers in that socii'ty, but ]>riuciiially by tlie 
daily decrease of our customs for goods importerl from tlience, wbmb we could 
impute to notliing more than the said Cmniiany’s supine m'gleet of discovery and 
settling of trade in divers places in those [larts where they had a [ilentiful stock, 
and fair opportLuutie,s to have compassed and ellected it” 

N.itwiit.iiy The charges tlnrs lavishly lirought against the Company were not wholly 
iinfciLuaui Tlicj' had coiumeuced witli expimimcntal voyages, and sliifted about 

from place to ]dnce, wandering over the whole extent of tho Indian (Icean, from 
the Kcd Sea to the isle of Japan, without having secured a single station which 
they could call their own, and to whicli they could resort as a secure asylum in all 
emergencies. They thus existed merely liy siiffcrauee; and when attacku'd, suc¬ 
ceeded only in a few rare instances in inaintaiiiiiig their ground. Their conduct 
iir this rc.spect was not dictated by motives of pioliey. Sir Thomas Itoe, it is 
true, had cautioned thorn against the erection of Forts, as incoinpa.tihk' with their 
prosjierity as a mercantile company, and declared that “if the emperor would 
offer me ten I would not aeco])t one.” Eut the Company had never adojite.d this 
view, and would gladly have fortified if they had possessed the moans. Tlu' 
great difficulty was in the w.ant of funds, which at no time sulileed for more 
than to furnish the necessary investments. They wi'rc thus V(!ry much at the 
mercy both (jf native pi’inces and European rivals; and when subjected to injus¬ 
tice, were obliged either to overlook it, or to confine, themselves to clamorous and 
unavailing supplications fur redrcs,s. Claiming an oxclasive right to the com¬ 
merce of more than half the globe, they were bound to have achieved for 
themselves a much more dignified position. 
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Alhiiittiiif:; that Lhc (Joiupiuiy wvc Llins, far in I'aiilt, it dot'.s not follow that 
(JluuioH was justitiud in the method which he took to sopplaut them Thu}^ 
were (mtitled, at all events, to a three years’ notice, and therefore oiii^ht nut to 
have heen threateiu'd witli violent extinction before even a single note of warn¬ 
ing had boon given The truth is, that (JhaiTes had now l)een binnglit into that 
unhappy ])osition from which he thought Idmself entitled to seelc relief hy any 
means which promised to he snuccssfnl, however much they might be at variance 
with honour and ecpiity. He was engaged in the fatal ex])eriment of attempt¬ 
ing to rule witliout a parliament; and having thus excluded himself from the 
only means of oldalnuig money by legal taxation, wiis ready to .snatch at any 
ex])edi('iit for replenishing his treasmy. There can bo little doubt that the 
Uccnse granted to the rival adventurers, afterwards known hy the name of 
“(J(jurteu’s Association,” was one of those expedients The truce recently eon- 
iTuded with Portugal was I'epresenbed as about to 0 ])en up new source,s of wealth, 
and the king, consnlti?ig- only hi.s nevessiikv, was dc-luded into the kdief that, by 
moans of a new body of adventniru's, a largo anil perraanejit addition might be 
made to his oavu revenu(>. Sir William Conrten, a wealthy London merchant, 
hail the ]irincipal share in the new company, and has hence given it its name. 
He, had lent large .sums hoth to the king and his father, and may pos.sibiy have 
i-aucolled jiart of the debt, or granted a now loan, in returji for the royal license, 
It is plain, howev(‘i', from the language employed, that Charie.s 

had more than an indirect in- krest in the buccchs of Courten’.s 

a.ssociation. He speaks of the k i first voyage as having heen partly 

niideiTakon “at and hy the charge and adventure of us, and of our 

trusty a,ml faithful servant, En- ' / dymion Porter, Esep, one of tlie 

grooms of our hedchauihei',” aiid ' ' atithorkcs the .ship,s, “as an ensign 

that they were ,s[)C‘cially employ- ed hy us,” to cany the “union 

flag which our own ships, and none hut the ships einjiloyed in our particular 
service, ought to bear.” 

T’Uo old Company, naturally alai'ined at the special favour thu.s shown to the 
now adventurers, and the o])en infringenlent of the exclusive privileges guaran¬ 
teed to them by the charters of Queen li;iiza.heth and King Janie,s, presented an 
caruosL remoirstrance; hut tliough tlmy .succeeded .so far as to cause a now pro- 
elamatimi to be is,sued, iu which tlie right of trafiic conferred on the as,so- 
eiation was rnstricied to “such of thofse parts and places before named, where 
the said East India Company Jiad not settled factorie.s and trade before the 
12th December, 1635,” they were .so fiir from gaining their main object, that 
the liconso, originally granted only for a single voyago, was extended to five 
years, and declared to stand good against all who might he i.ii.sposed to challenge 
it, "any ohartcis, lotters-patonts, grants of incorporations, or of any liberties, 
powers, jurisdictions, pTivilegc.H of trade or trafiick, or any act of parliament, 
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statute, oi'diiiiuice, jivoclamatioii, provision or I’estj'ictioii, or etlK'r iiiattcT or 
tiling whatsoever, to the contrary licrcol’ in any Avisc' notwitli.sLaiuliiig” d’lus 
passage noA\' (piotcd is cnrioiiH, not only as evincing' tlie Icing’s dc-Ua mi nation 
streniKiii.sly to support the new association, (nit as di, splaying tin' extent to 
Avliieh he AV'as prepared to .stretch his ])rerogatiAn‘, and to .set a.t nought, all the 
other powers of the state ndien they Avere .siijipo.sisl to intei fere with any ol 
his favourite projects 

At the date of the second proclamation, the sliijis litted out for tlu' lirst 
voyage of the a.ssociation Avero ah'eady at ,sea. When they arrives! at Surat, 
the president an<l eonneil, wdio had not previously been inlormed oi the licensi' 
wliioh had heeu granted, AV'i've .snr^irised above measiu'i', a,nd utterly at a lo.ss 
hoAV to proceed. They bad been [ireparing to take advantage of the arrange- 
nicrit Avliieh had been niadoAvith the PorLngue.se, and had partly completed their 
iiiAmstmcnt Avith a, Anew to it INow, hoAvever, they found them.solves forestalhsi, 
and vii'tnalJy excluded from their most ho[)e(u] market. This di.sajipointment 
was the more .sevc'ridy felt in eon.scipicmce of the general stagnation of tra.de, 
which had been produced by the recent famine and [lestileuce; and also of a 
very violent proceeding on tlie part of thi' Mogul mnperor, Shah rJehan, Avho, 
on learning that a Am.s.scl bearing his liag had hee.n plunderi'd by a pirate uihUt 
E nglisli cnlonrs, had im[ivi,sone(l tlu‘ leading memhers of the Siu'at factory, and 
j'efused to relcaSH them till they engaged to pay a very licaA^y tine. Under 
tlie.se circum.stauces, trade wius for a time aliimst entirely snspinded \Vhile. 
tints nverwhehuod hy adA’or.sity, the Company laid the adilitional dLssal.I.sliie. 
tion to learn that Courten’.s au'.s.scIw had made a jiroaperous voyagi', and arrived 
in England with cargoes which Avould yielil the adventurers a very ]»ro{iLable 
return. In a letter a(ldre.s.sed to their servants at Surat, tlie governur and 
Company tlms expre.ss them.sei\''e.s;—“Wee could Avi.sli that wee eonld vindicate 
the reinitacioii of our nation in ihe.se partes, and do onr.selv(‘s right for the los.si' 
and damage our estate in those ]iart(‘s have .snstoyned; hut of all tlie.se wee 
must boare the hurtheii, and Avith patience sltt .still, untill Avi' may lind these 
frowning tynie.s more au.spicious to ns and to our alfnyrea.” 

Eor several subsequent years the Company remained in a very depre.s.sed 
,sta,te. At one time the rivalsliip of Courten’s a.s.soijiatKin, at another time the. 
encroachments ol' the Dutch—who, no longer satisfied Avith their ascendency in 
the Eastern islands, Avere ambitious onougli to aim at the e.stalili.sliment of it 
in all the leading ports of India—absnrlied all theii- tliougliLs, and formed the 
.subject of variou,s petitions, in Avliich they implored the govcnmuMit to inter- 
fere and save them from impending destruction. Their importunity at hist 
obtained a favourable licaring; and the privy oonncll roconnnonded, as the 
moat effectual remedy, that the license to Courteu's ayaoclation .should he Avitli- 
drawn, on the understanding that a noAv joint .stock should be formed, on a 
scheme sufficiently large and liberal to promise a gi'cat extension of the trade. 
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Jti aceordaiico wiLli tliis rwomineiidaLioii, Llio (‘oiupany lawcodcd to take tlie ad igio. 
iieeessaiy steps, and issiU'd a prospectus ciiiliodyiiiij;' the lollowing jiroposals :— 

]. That tlio Mil)seviption slioiild lie imyahle, by histalmoiits. iu four years, ami 
that it sliould he loft to the inajoiity of the suhsci ihers to <[ot('niiiue in wliat vutnijiuo 
niauiier, and hy whom tlie hiisinoss should he mauaged 2 That the suLsciip- jlmattljiir. 
tion should he upim to all persons, as well foreigners as English, till the 1st of 
May, 11)10. 8. That on all past due inshdinents 1 \ per cent pw' month should 

he levied, as a tine, till payment t That the iniuimum snhseription should he, 
hy an .Englishman L.IOO, and by a foreig'iier £1000. 5. That, in laiying any 

sham after the hooks wei'e elo.sed, an Engli.shniaii should pay £20 and a foreigner 
£40 for hi.s freedom fi That the old Coinj)any, or adventni'ens in what was 
called the third joint slock, should he allowed sii/licient time for hiiaging home 
tlieir pr()])erty, hut he prohil)ited from sending any more stock to Inilia on their 
foi'iner aceoimt. 

The aliove terms are fair and reasonable, iind, under ordlmuy cirenmstaneos, as c.ilIihu 
could hardly fail to luwe been eageil.y and generally acce))Led; hut troublous 
times were at hand, Jiiul i'ew Avho posse.ssed e.apital wci'e hielined to expose it to 
the risks Avhieh it would necessarily run during the struggles of a civil war. 

When the date li.x.eil for closing the hooks arrived, tlu' whoh' amount sul)S(;rihed 
was the pidtiy sum of £22,.)()0. The propo.sed selieme luiviiig thus pi'oved a 
complete' failnre, matters returned to tlieir fornier state: and the Company 
Avere again left to tight tlieir battle .single-handed. While thus engaged, their 
course was eiieckered hy prosperity as wa-ll as advi'v.sity (frider the foimer 
head, a iivst ]ilaee must he assigtieil to the, aecpiisitioii of a new locality on 
the CTromaudel coast, This locality was the imelcxis of what was destined to 
swell out into the prosideiiey of Madras, 'fhe aeipiisition was made in 11)40, on 
the most favourable terms, the or governor of the district volunteering 
to Imild a fort at his own exjwnse, at which the English might settle and carry 
on their trade exempt from all customs Bo satisfied was Mr. Day, a niember 
of tim factory of Masali[)ataiii, rvlio conducted the transaction with the naik, 
of the value of the offer which had lieen made, that lie inimcdiately undertook 
l.he erection of the fort, which, hi honour of the naik’s fatlier, receii'ccl tiio name ru-aiBottn- 

meat at 

of Chi'nappa-]iatan, or Ciionna-patau, still ajiplied to it hy the natives, though Madma, 
Europeans from the first know it only hy the name of Fort St. Gfeorge. The 
importance of this station soon became apparent; and the decisive step Avhieh 
Mr. Day took in at once commencing operations was most fortunate, as it after- 
ward.s ap]>eared that tlie CJompany, if they had been prcAdously consulted, would 
have withheld their sanction under a belief that the state of their funds did 
not justify the outlay. Another circniiiatauce, Avhicli at this time had a favour- 
ahJe iufluenoo on the Company’s prospects, was the oi'-ei'tluwv of the Spanish 
rule in Portugal, which in consequence resumed its position as an indepcndeiifc 
kingdom. By this event, the friendly relations already existing between 
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liitgliiiid aiul Pdi'tiigal wcT(' di-rtwii doser; and LIu' Diddi, luiving lui longer 
any pretexL For cnntinniTig Ijosliliticn against the latter, vv'erc' obliged to with¬ 
draw the Llnokadi'.a, wlueh, tJiongh nominally direoted only against I’ortngnese 
ports, had inflicted .serious injuries on the English Ea.st India trade 

yueh wore the leading eventH which at tins time wi're Favonrahh' t(j (lit' 
Company They wero, however, more than conntc'i'halanci'd h}^ tlu' nnFavour- 
ahle .state of alliiir.s hoth at homo and ahioad, and more esjieeially hy a heavy 
pecuniary loss inllieted on them hy the king, who, in onlei' to relieve Ida 
iiecessities in Kill, Cell npmi tlio singnhn- device of hnying all the pe[iper in 
the Conpiany’.s .stores on credit, and stdling it (or ready itiotu'y. The tpiantily 
of pejiper was 607,252 hag’,s, and the piice agreed to he paid, at the rate of 
2,s'. \d. per Ih, amounted to L6:l,2.S,‘), 1 hs ^Ll ; Imt tin' .sale.s, made at the ra-te 
of Is hd perlh, retdiw'd only (..50,(I2(i I'lit* king thn.s sustained an appareid, 
loss of aliovo hi 2,000 Ity the .speenlation, hnt ultimately the ('oinpaiiy wt're flui 
.sole .sufierera The houds whieh they had reeeivt'd from tlie farmer.s of tlie 
eii.stoins remained einpaid; and the only .sum whieh they apjiear to have 
received wa.s £13,000, whicli they retained oid, (d' the cnslonis due hy tliein 
Even this sum they were not allowed to retain without (piesLion, a.s parliament, 
now at open ho.stilitio.s with the king, did not admit f.hat the hoiids whieli had 
heeu granted in pa,yinenfc of the pepper constituted an (‘(I'l'ctua! luinli'n on tlu' 
puhlic r<‘venue. 

During the Civil war the transactions of the Conpiany remain alnuFst a 
perfect blank. The collection of money For investments could not he openly 
annouueed without endangering their conliseation hy one or other of the con¬ 
tending partie,s; and the vessels were fitted out and desiiatched with as much 
.secrecy a.s if they had been engaged in an illicit traJllc, Among the few faids 
of imijortance which maybe gleaned from the history of this period, are (.he 
erection of a factory at Balasore, .situated within the Mogul territories a little 
to the west of Piply, which had not realized the hope,s at one timi' entcrlaiiu'd 
of it; and a. considerable cxten.sion of the trade of Madras, which, though still 
.subordinate to Bantam, Avas raphlly outstripping it, and had already sniierseded 
Masulipatain as the priucdjial factory of the Coinpiuiy on the Coroniandi'l coast. 
For this prospeiity Madras was mainly indebted to its I'orLilieations, which no(, 
only gave security to the servants of the, lactory, hnt induced many of the 
native merchants and artisan.s to settle in the tow^'n and the Fi.djoining' distrii't, 
where they could always he .sure of finding protection in timea of (‘ommotion. 
All these advantages had been obtained at a very trilling cost, for in, l(M-5 the 
whole sum expended on Port St. Gec>rge was £2294, and the estimate wa.s, that 
not more tlian an additional P.2000 woidd he ncceH.sary t() render it imprco'nahlo 
to any attack hy native forens, 

Oourten’s association, of which the Company had long complained as the 
wonst thorn in their .side,s, after a sliort coinvse of prosperity had rapidly 
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(iL'cliuod. Tbu siiino causes wliicli depressed Llie 0(on[)a]iy juusi liiive aflecltMl 
tliciu ill a isimilixi' maniior, l)ut tlieir lui.sroiiuiics .seem to luive been iiu' more 
owing to fclioir own iniseoiiduet. After wandering about without any llxed 
plan, and (‘oimiiitling di'predaiionn wliieli subjected Ll.tm to sev'eiv leprisals, 
tliey ro.solvc'd iii KiiG to o.stabli.sli a colony at St Augustuie’.s JSay, on the 
island of Madagascar. TJie project, injudicioii.s in itscUi vva.s altogether be^^ond 
their means, and proved a failure. In order to relieve the cnibai ra.ssnients 
into which they were thus thrown they had rGcoiuise to fraud, and .set up a 
mint, at wliicli they coined countericit pagoda.s and liaLs. ddio client wa.s .soon 
discovered, and so seriously damaged their character that they afterwards found 
great diflieidty in carrying on even a legitimate trade. Not long after this 
transaction, a projio.sal wa.s made that the Company ami the a.s,sociation shmdd 
j'oiget their (piarroLs and amalgamate. Had the. Company hoen their oavu 
masier.s, they would never have entertained this piroposal; but a conijileto 
ebango bad taken ))Iaee in the political .state of the kingdom, and, in the 
geiicial uncertainty whieli prevailed, it was dangerou.s to dinuir to any pm- 
posal which had the sanction of the dominant paiLjo d'he king was now a 
[iri.soner in the kslo of Wight, and the can.se of the parliament was everywhere 
triumphant. 'I’ho Compaipy, trembling for blieir eliaiLer, endeavoured to meet 
the tlirc'ateued storm by [irojio.sing a now subsciijitimi, in wldeli they made a 
eiu'inus ell'oi't fit eoneiliation. In the iirospeetus issued, while the ]mhlie gene¬ 
rally were re.stiicted to a certain day for Idling u]) the lists, iUi exception was 
made in favour of members of parliament, for whom the period of elo.sing w’a.s 
pi'olong'ed that they might hav'e an opportunity to eon.sider 1 lie .subject, and to 
become sulisin'iber.s I'lie device i.s .said lo liave succeeded; and the ])lan 
obtained so luueli of the approbation of the, eominons, a.s to amount to a 
virtual recognition of the rights and privilege.s of the (lompany. Accordingly, 
the, council of state—to which the qiie.stion.s at issue between the Company and 
(lourten’.s assoeiatioii, which was now desigmited by the name of “The Assada 
iMerehants,” from their settlemeut on an island of tliat name near Matlaga.scar, 
had been .submitted—wlillo declining to give any formal decision, strongly 
recommended an amidgamation. 

In aeenrdantiO with this recommendation, various conferences were held 
between the managers of the two companies, and a union was finally aiTfingcd. 
T'he If'ading conditions were—That a .stock of £300,000 should be snliscribed 
within two months, Lo lie iiaid by instalineiits in lour yeans; that a valuation 
.should he tak.en of all the houses, shipping, and goods belonging to the Company 
in India; that the settler.s on the i.slund of Aasada should he {lUowed to trade 
direct to any ports of A,sia, Africa, and America,, but not to trade from port to 
port in India; that, on tlii.s continent, a fortilied station should be fixed on for 
both companies; that all Indian goods, spices, &c., slionkl be joint property; 
that salaries, both in England and India, should he reduced; and that, in the 
Voi,. I. 35 
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i’utui'e luaiuigenieiiL of tliu joliiL Inule, a slian' of at least 1300 should bo iu'(-i's- 
HJiry to give a vote. It was of imixatame to obtaiji legislative .sanction to this 
an-aiigC'iiienb, and a, petition to tluit cIlW t was iuiuiediaLely i)n's<'nlc(l to the 
House of Coiniuons. It was talceii inti.) eonsideeation on Llii' dist .Jamiary, 
LG50; ]jut though the Company ajijieai'to have lio|)ed foi’a distiiiei, eoiilli'inii- 
tioii of theii' exehisive [iris’ilegi'.s, tlic ntnio.st they eoidd ol.iLain sva.s the 
cautiously worded vesolutioji, “That the tiade to tlie Hast Indies should he 
oari'ied on by one ennpsany, and with one joint .stock, the numageinent thereof 
to he vmder such reg’uhitiouH as the parliann'ut slumlil think (it, and that the 
East India (Jomjiany should proceed n]ion the articles of ag'i-eemeiit made 
betssaam them and the iV.ssad.i niei’chant.s on the 21st .Novemlier, I (ill), till 
iiii’tlier urdei'.s IVom the parliament.” 

AVhatever may lias'e been tin; jiolitical [irediiectioiis oJ' individual niemhei'iS 
of the Company, they appear, as a binlyi to lia\a> been easily reconciled to tlie 
constitutional changes which followed tlie exeention of the king; aiul, on the 
li'tli of Novendjo)’, IG.)0, presented a. [letition, addre.ssed, in the lang’iiage and 
s[iiiib of the time.s, to “tins .sipirenie authority ol’ the nation, llu’ higli coiii't ol' 
tlie. ParliaineuL of England.” 'J'lio great bnrdeu of the petilion was tlie old 
conijilaliit of ill irsago from the Duth, from whom reilre.sM, thinigh Idtlierio 
asked in vain “from the late king ami his council, was now coididently aul.ici- 
[witeil.” At this time tlie. new government was eviilenily [irejiaiiiig for a 
ru[iture with the Jliituli; and hence, as the [letition was o|iportune, it met with 
.such a favouralile reeejition, tliat on the very day on which it was prcseati'd 
[lai’liamcnt adopted a re.solution releiTing it to Uie consideration of tlm coinicil 
of .state. That the inpiression alreaily made might not ho permitted to dii' 
away, tin; Coni])auy enileavonrcil to kee[i tlioir case hefore the view of (he 
council hy a series of memorials, in the (irst of the.se, daletl dth May, I(i.)l, 
after referring to their petition, they renewed tlieii’ grounils of ciitiiplainl. again,st 
the Dutdi, and drew up a list of tlicir lo.sso.s, wliieh tliey estimated at 
£],GSl,t)9G, los’. This was excla.sive of iuterc.st, whieli it vva.s alleged would 
amount to a, larger sum than the principal. In a .second memorial, presented 
in Juno, wlien the, prohubility of a, Dutoh war W!i,s strouger than ever, they 
ex})re,ssed their apprehensions for the .safety of their luirueward homnl fleet, 
con,si.stiiig of five sliijxs laJon with valuable cargoes, and particularly witli 
saltpetre fur the u.se of government; and prayed that ships of war iidght be 
.stationed off the Land’s) End for the [lurpo.sc of conducting their licet in safety 
into the Downs, In a third inemoilal, following dose uiiou tlie otlu'r, they 
took the holder .steji of praying that powers might he given, under Ihe great 
seal of Eiighuid, to their [)re.sideut,s and coimuila in India, to enforce, oliadieuoc 
on all Englishmen within their juinsdietion, and to punish olfoiLdcr.s conforinahly 
to the laws of .England. On the 29th of January, IGt)2, they again inpiortune.d 
the council, on the subject of their clainus, he-oauHe, knowing that ambiissador.s 
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irom tlic Htatcs-geueval wore then in Englaiul eudeavouring to negotiate a ad. ii.-ji 
treaty, they lelt Lliat if Lliey lost tlie pj-eseiit 0 ])i.)ortLiiijty of ol>taiiuiig' cnmpeii- 
.satioii Lliey inigliL wait in vain J'oj- another UlLiniately, Ijowerer, the negotia¬ 
tion having fa ilei I, iuiil open ho,stilities liotweeii the two eoinitrioH having heeii 
deehu'ed, thcii' elaiius wen* again iiuloHnitely [lostpcnied 

At the very time wiien tlie Dutch war broke out, it was ajiprehended tl Iflt liKioppjtn 
the ju'oceedingM of Admiral .!ha.ke at Lisbon, Avhere pari rjf tli (3 Eiiglisli fleet 
wliieh had adhered to tlu' Royalists had been attacked, might lead to a ripiture 
with Portugal. TIu' Co?n])any were tlins in the perilous predicament of being 
attacked in India by two nations at once, while almost totally unprovided witli 
the means of resistanec To add to tlnsr dlftienltie.s, a florce war was raging 
between the Rings of Eqja])Uor and GVdeonda, to the great obstruction of tbeir 
trade on the Coi'omamhd coast It is not to be wondered at, that in these 
circumstances th(> (lompany,_ yielding to a feeling of despondency, rtdiised to 
,sanction an additional outlaj^ on tins fortifications of St George, though it was 
truly mged by the agents there that these formed the only ,sec'm’ity to tlu; 
inland trade, and the piiucipid prol.cction to the sliipiiing; and that, under 
certain fii'inan.s wliich liad been obtained from the iMahob of tlie Carnatic, 
authorizing them to pureliase dotlis and other goods without ri'strictiuu in all 
parts of his government, the trade might be veiy largely e.x’tcnded 

il'he vigour and .success with which the war was prosecuted hy CVomwe.ll, soon isfundoncj- 
threatened the ])utch commerce in Europe willi total destruction; but in India, ju tlie Efiiit 
wlierc their maritime and commcrciail ascendency hud been long estahli.shed, 
they congilctcly swept the .seas Shortly after the declai'atlon of war, they 
ap]K;arod olf Swally witli a fleet of eight large .ship.s, and might easily have 
amiiliilatcd the Engli.sli e.stablislmu'nt at Surat, had they not been afraid of 
]n'ovokiiig the hostility of the Great Mogul hy cariydng -war into any portion 
of lii.s dominions, (jontenting themselvc.s, therefore, with ofl'ering large bribes 
to tlie governor and other officials, to indnee them to harass the English by 
nhstructing tlicin in every way, they ,set anil for the Persian Gulf, where they 
not only judi a stoji to tlie lucrative ti’ade which the Company had long carried 
on hetween Surat and Gmnlieroon, but cajiturod three of their ship.s, and drove 
a, foui’th on shore, where .she wa.s totally lost. These dlsaisiora, which might have 
been expected to dispirit the Company, seemed rather to liaA^e romsed their 
(ionrage, for they are found petitioning the government to lend them live or six 
frigates, whieir tlusy would man and equip at their own expense, and cle.spatch to 
the East Indies for the piuyo.se of making reprisals. This warlike movement 
appears not to liave been encouraged, and in fact .soon ceased to ho necessary, as 
the Dutch, now completely humbled, were eagerly suing for a tonnination of 
liostllitie.s. After a negotiation, during which the Dutch became .sensible that p6.ieo 
they would lie obliged to submit to any terms which Oromwell chose to dictate, 
the peace concluded was ratified at WeRtmin.ster, fith April, KJdf 
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j\ Ti KKi III Iln’ treaty drinv'ii ii]) oji tlii.s oeeaRinn tlic claiiu.s of tlie (Joinpariy wi're 
uot forgotten Ey tlic trverity-.seventli artielc, it was agreed:—“'J'liat Liu; 
Lord.s the Ktah's-general of the UnLLed I’rovinees shall take caiv that jus- 
riiniiH'ii- tice l)e doii<! n[)oii tliasi* who were jiartakers or aeeoinprice.s in t,he ma.SiSaere 
a>?,u!iui of the Ifno'lish at Atnhoyna, as tlie repiihlic of Kng-laiiil is |ilea;a'(l (o teini that 

e'iiii'pui.\ fact; provided anyofthejii he living.” Ey the tliiitielh aiLi(de, (our eoniniis- 

sioiier.s wt'ro to he rianied oil hoLli sides to meet at hondon, and “to ('xainine 
and distingnish all tho.se lo'uses and iiijiiry.s, in the year I (111 and alter to the 
JiStli of May, ](kj2, according' to the Jllnglinh style, a.s well in tlu' hast Jndii's 
as in Cha'cnland, Mnaeovy, Erazil, or wlierever idse either iiarty eoin])laiuK of 
having recL'ived them from the othi'r; and tlie pai'tlenlar.s of all those iiijiirysaud 
damages shall ho ex’hihited to the saiil conimi.s,sioners so nominated hefoiv th(‘ 
aforesaid 18th of May, with this resti ietion, that no new ones shall he admitted 
after that day.” fcilundd the coinmissioner.s not Come to an agn'enu'ut within 
thri'u months, the whole ease ivaas to he suhiniLted “to the jndgnieut and 
arbitration of tlie >Swiss (lantons,” wlio were' autluirized for thal; purpose to 
delegate commissioner,s, whoso decision, given within si.K montlns, should “hind 
both [larties, and hc'well and truly jierlorracd ” At tin' first meeting of the 
C'Ommls.sioiu'in, held on the llOth of August, Kial', the Ilngli.sh (V)iii[iany s(,ated 
their damages at E;!,!)S)1), 15i. HLrangi' to sa^y, tin' Dnieh eoiitrived to 
exceed this amnunb, and slated theirs at 12,919 , 801 , 8s'. Gd. Eolh sliateiueids 
weie ,siipport(‘(l hy a series of accounts; but the coinmi.ssionej'.s soon heeaiiie 
satisiied that little dependence was to he ])laeed upon them, and within the 
three months prononneed an award, of wliidi the, prinei^ial l-indiugs were that, 
the isliuid of Eolaroon .should he re.storod to the English, and that LIu' Eiiteh 
Comjia, 113 ? .should jiai.y to the London Company the, ,sum of i 8 .i), 000 , and to tin' 
heirs or exeentors of the sullerers at Aiuhoyna the, sum of .CKilS, 
ii-iu,<iKiiin It sec'ms to be admitted that tlu; award was fahly made; and then'fore, 

' when the comparativel 3 ’ paltry amount of tin; compensation i.s considered, it in 
difficult to account for the. loud outcry which the Gom]iany had cmdilnued 
witliout iiiterrnptiou from the fir.st yeans of their exi.sLence to make against 
the Dutch, as the main anthors of all the, calamities wliii'h hefell them. Surely 
les.s clamour might have suftlced, -wlion tlie object merely was to obtain rediesiS 
for losses which, .spread over the cour.se of lu-arly half a et'uiuiy, had only 
reached the aggregate amount of iSfpOOO. When the ,snm wa.s paid, 'many 
(juestions arose as to the mode in which it wa.s to he a[iportionod among the 
proprietors of the dilferont stocks hy which the voyage.s of the Cjonipaiyy had 
been, htted out, A protracted and ruinou.s litigation might have ensued, had 
not Cromwell alarmed all tlie claimants, and united them as in a common 
danger, h^y propo.siug that in the meantimo the moneyr should remain with 
him as a loan. The Company pleaded the gcnci'al state of their affairs, and 
the depressed cirenmstanees of maipy of the, individiial claimants, us rea,son,H 
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for jioL lending- Llie whole .sum; aud propo.si'd to re(‘(dv(3 135,000 in hand, and 
io c‘xpi-e,ss their gvatifcud(‘ to the Protuetor by leuding him the rciuaining 
,L5(),(K)0, on the iindoi.standing- that it was to lie rejiaid in eighteen jnouth.s 
by InstaliuenLs diu- liiial a]i])ortiomnent ol' the sum among the claiiiiiiuts was 
Jel't to the decision of live arbitei-.s specialty apjKiiub'd for that jjuipose. 

Alter the arrangisneut made with (lomten’s association, the (Jompany 
hcgau to trade on what was called a muted Joint .stock; and while contending 
with many dillieultles, made .some aii'aiigeiiieuts whieli contiibuted greatly to 
their ultimate pros])erity. Among others may he mentioned, the ohiaining of 
a firman which, iu return for a jiayment of 3000 ripiee.s (X300), gave them the 
in'Lvilego of free ti-ade in Bengal without payment of customs Tlie.so very 
i'avonralile tonus, which wei'O obtained in Uiol, they owed to the iulliience of 
Mr Gahiic'l llonghton, who, when Eng'li.sh siirgron to the factory at Surat, had 
gained the favour of iSliah Jeluui by the cure of one of hi.s daughters, and at a 
later period re.sldod in Bengal as the medical attendant of the govoruor, Piince 
iSlmJa, Hliah Jehaii’s ,sou. While new facilities for trade were thus opened up 
in Bengal, the (loromaudol coast was not oveilooked, and in 1 (inf the imporlant 
stej) was taken of raising Poi't fit George to the rank of a jirc.sidcmcy. In the 
nse of tlu'Se and similar advantages, tlie Gompany might .soon have repaivnl all 
their disa.stens, and attained a Iug 1 u'l-jiro.sperity tlian tliey liad enjojed at any 
formcj- ])eriod. XJtiliappily new otistacles arose from witliin. Tlie union witli 
tiourten’s aHsociatio7i laid never lieen coi'dial; and tlic memlicrs of tlie latter, 
aeeustomed (o mncii more freedom of action tliaii the move regular management 
of tlie Gomjiany jiemuhted, liceamo loud in their complaints. When the union 
was formed, the mode of carrying on the joint trade was left open for future 
ai-rang-(‘meiit. On this snlijoct, the views of the Company and of the As,sada 
nu'i-ehants were almo.st diauudrically opposed The Company, jealous of their 
[ii'ivik'ges, and convinced that they could not maintain tliein without a joint stock, 
refu.seil to carry on the trade on any other footing. The Assada merijlnmts, on the 
contrary, while admitting that a comjiany was neceasary, insi.sted that it should 
he, not a joint stock, hut a i-pgulatcd company, in wliich the ineiuher.s .should 
have liberty individually “to enpiloy their own stocks, servants, and .shipping, 
ill .such wa,y as they might conceive mo.st to their own advantage.” 'fo procure 
an anthoritative settlement of the important cpiestion tlius i-ai.sed, both partic.s, 
ill the end of IG5f<, appeared as petitioners before the, council of state. 

The Company, in their pidition, repeated all the arguments whicli they had 
liecn accustomed to urge in favour of a joint stock: their own. experience 
actpiired during a coxirse of forty years—the formidable competition of the 
ihn-tuguese aud Dutch—tlie failure ol' isolated voyages, the expense,s of eyalp- 
niont liU’ exceeding the means of individual advontarer,s-~-tlie extent of territory 
over wliicb the trade extended, the faetorias of the Comiiany being actually 
.situated “In the dominions of nub less than fourteen sovereigns”-—and, above 
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aJl, “tlio eiiiiiigeiiientri which the Corajiaiiy wccc utkIcv tr) Lho native powet'.s to 
make good any Iokhch whicli their Mnl)jocts niigliL snsLaiu by the depi'ialationa 
of Eiigli.shinuii,” even though tliese .sliould not belong to their .‘.erviee, (In 
thewe grounds, tliey thought tlieuisoHa's entilled to ])ri>y Lliat the rroh'cLor 
would be ])lc‘asud to renew their eharUn-, with such additional pri^dlegeH as had 
been foiuid necessary to enable tliciu to carry on tlo'ir trade , to proliihit ]ivivate 
persons from sending out ,ship[Mng to India; and to assist tlieni in re(:ov('ring 
theie position in the S[)ice Islands. Wi'i'C this ])rayer graidssl, they had no 
dould of Ijeing able not only to procure a large subseriptiun at [)resenL, hut to 
estahJi.sli the East India trailt‘ on a, seem'o an<l dni'alilo basis. 

On tlio other hand, the Assada na'reharits alleged that niaiing('nient liy joint 
stocks had not been ,so [jj-olttahle eitlier to sidisci-ihers or to tlu' pulilio as that 
of soiiarate voyages would have been ; and apjicaled in jjroof to the siieeossl'ul 
niannor in wliieh tlu‘ Turkey, MMse()vy, and Eastland trade,s were carried on 
under free companies. ,D('.sid(‘.s tliis appeal to ex'p(‘riene(', they aigiKsI the point 
at gi'oat length, insisting, in .snhsLanee, that a free trad(i n‘gulated would eiieom-- 
age industry and iugonuity, gi\ing them full latitude and ,s(>opi' for exercise; 
while each [)erson, instead of .standing idle and leaving others to act for him, 
had the ordering of his own a(fair.s, and eoiisecpiently opportunity to malce use 
of liis own talents; that by increasing the iniiuher cd' traders, it woidd destroy 
the spirit of monopoly, ami, by means of aetlv'o competitimi, lower tiu' pi’iee of 
foi'eigu commoditie.s, to tiie gn'at advantag(' of the public; that instead ol' re.striet- 
ing adventurei's to a, set time wlien tlie snhserijition list of a /|oint stock riHiinred 
to he [)ereinptorily clo.scsl, and to the jiaymeut of ready money as the oidy mode 
of iuvestmeut, it l(3fb them at full liberty to choose their own tinu', and to invest 
in the mode which might lie mo,st convenient, lad/ merely in ready money, hut in 
goods or shipping; and, linally, that hosid(‘S being less ex|)Ousive in its luanagt'- 
rnent than a joint stock, it would ho far more efiicieid;, heeause the adventurer.s, 
‘'being whetted on by their own interest and tlie coin]>etiLlon of oLlier.s, will, in 
reason turn every atone for discovering of new trades;” and thus have some 
a(h’'antiago over the Duieli (.lompauy, wiio, having little control over tlndr .ser¬ 
vants abroad, make Holland the princijial .seat ol‘their immageinent. 

While the subject of a joint stock or a regvdated trade was thus keenly 
agitated, Cromw'ell at iir.st maintained a .strict neiiLraht 3 ^ Ijotween the contend¬ 
ing parties, granting autliority to hotli to nridertaJce voyagt's to India., and 
conduct them on their own principles. An anthoritativc decision, liowever, was 
ncces.sary; and to obtain it, the whole fjuestion was .snlimitted to the council of 
state ill a writing signed by the Protector’s own hand, and hca.ritig- date 20th 
October, 1036, The conned refeiTcd the matter to a select coimniti.ec, who were 
directed to report "in what manner the East India trade might hehe.st managed 
for the public good and its own. encouragement,” On 18th Deccinher following, 
the committee reported that., after taking means to obtain the fullest infornia- 
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tiioii, Liy divu(3liup;- noLiecs to be affixed to the Excliangc, appoLiiLiiig a day for all 
]X‘rsoiis concerned in tlic East India trade to attend, and fully considerino' all the 
arguiui'idfi urged omlly oi' in writing by butli partu's, they bad not ventured to 
conic to any ^losltive dideriuination, thongli their own private 0 ]iiniun was that 
tlie trade ongdit to bo conducted on an united joint stoeh. The eounell having 
the ([uestion thus returned upon them, sinnmoned the governor and committees 
of the Oompariy and tho principal merchant advciitiu'cr,s to the East Jndics to 
attend them; and aftei' a full hearing on January 28, 1657, gave it as their 
advice to the Protector, “1'hat the trade of East ludya be niaimaged liy a imited 
joynt stock, exclusive of all others.” Witliin a fortnight tlioreaftei’, Cromwell 
aamounced his deLerminatioii to act on this advice; and a committee of the 
eouucil evas ajipointed to consider tho terms of the charter to lie granteil to the 
East Judia, Gumjiany. 

It is to be presuinod that tho charter thus virtually jiromiaed was actually 
granted; hut, strange to sa)', no copy of it has cvei’ been discovered, and the 
only evidoiK'o of its existence is derived from a reference madcs to it in a 
])etition which the (lomjiaay jire.seiited to Oromwoll in 1658, and from a letter 
from Port St. George to the i'actory of Sural, in wdiieh it is stated that a vessel 
called tho Blachutaave, wliich arrived fi'om England on ilic j2tli of June in that 
year, had "posted away with all ha.ste after liis higlmess the Lord Protector had 
sigiusl the tJoiniiany’s charter.” Tire t'ourpaiiy were, of course, greatly elated 
with their success; au<l having again fornted a coalition with the pririci 2 )al 
memher’s of the merchant adventurers, srrccecded in olrtairrmg a subscription of 
iC78(),0()0 to form a new j'oiut sbrclc. It was rrecessary, however-, before acting 
u})on it, to make an arrangenrerrt for the .settlement of pr'oviorisly exi.sting 
ehriruH. Under the original agj'cetnorrt with Corrrtens a,ssocia.tion, the trade had 
for some years been carr-ied on by the furrds of what wa.s called the “ United Joint 
Stock.” The states of its alfairs, nrado up to the date of 1st September, 1655, 
thi-ows light orr the po.sltiorr which the Gornjtarry then occupied:— 


iSiiarloN Ilf tliii iiioidbint-s ivijudnitiff in Iiuli.i, 
lunn bOMi N'ov , lilTO, In IKiLh Kuv , lO.Od, al 
LyOiid, Hd |iin’.'Uinum,to bo paid in Tiuliii, 10,041 10 \ 

MnriiKUH’ -vvanT'h, for tiio ]il>o tonus, pov oati- 

jiiato. . 4,000 0 0 

Two yoaia' gunoinll oxptmcos in Hui'afct, from 

iJOtli N’ov., Uni, to Nov., ItiTd, . . . 7,()0(> 0 d 

-of C'oronuuuloll, , . . . fj,00() 0 0 

-HiLiit.iiii, rto, . ... 2,S00 0 0 

(filial y of tU(i nun chants gonu upon tho Three 

.nr<\therR, 230 0 0 

(jiatuityij lo tho ooiuiiutLoos, nojio having hcen 
paid aiuco fcUni btouk began, ... — 

■Rcdts, ..150,317 7 8 


£ 1 S.*),GS<> 7 0 


TiaJan* o ot in RiiglamI, inaiJo up to tho Cialti 

1‘it NopL, Ifl-W,.132,OOH 12 

Ueiuaiuts. ill HmaUaud Hnhoidinato factoiiou, .32,.320 5 
At Madiaapatnam and rarfcoiioh on lliat coiwt, 22,071 11 
At Bantam and bubonliiiatca, . . , 20,-451 10 

Vnynpo to rollaiooiie,.1,051 0 

t’oit fcit; Guoigo, viiltto, with ali privileges of 
Having ot oiiatottifl, ♦ , . . . G,(100 0 

CiiBhuiiR of Oombiooii, , . , . . 0.000 0 

TJuew houejoa in Agw, Alimtidahad, and Liuilc' 

now, with thogaidouabSiuntt, . . I,9ii2 0 

Fivo houuos at lliintum, Japarm, MacbTssar, 

.Tambeo, and tluagar-Haaseeu, . . . 3,000 0 

Sliip EepedttUm, ...... dOO 0 

— *S!fB-Aow, ...... y'iO U 

Sloop Mar/iue, ... . 200 0 

Pymiaco rjope, ...... 50 0 


£ 1 . 3 . 5,539 7 


ACJCIOUM’-GENEBAL OV TilE UNITED dOrNT STOCK, ON tub l 8 .r Heptismekii, Kmj.i 

Mibit. 


n 

0 

3 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


* This ncRonnt ia copied fiom 'Bnico’a Aiiiudit (i. 607), Inifc 1 £180,688, 19^. Od. TUo en*or, howavov, does not inteifore 
tho two columna do not tall}, aa tho ciodit side amounte to * with tho pnrposo foi whicli the account i« givon. 
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A I) Tll^^ Fi’ 0 ]ii thin ficconut., it nppt'itrs thal ati its ilato tin.' hiitaiirp ol' Llio prpdit, 
of Lliu uiiiLud joLiit slock luiiounlcd to IIk' laroc siiiii nt Xlo(),317, 7s'. 8(/. Jii 
1G5S, when till' new joint slock was roiined, this 1 a la nee jiiiist have heoii 

v.iiuitimi ai oiavsidevahly reduced', Tmt a', much romaiued as to make it necessary to ,settle 
the terms on which, it' not the wliolo, at least that |ioj'Lion of it which l)cloin;'ed 
to what is called dead stock was to he Iran,‘.reefed. Tin' ti'cnis, a]i[iarently 
very favourahli', Avere;—'hhat “on the new stock jiayine Jt2(),000, hy two 
imstidments, to th(> united stock, the (‘orh;, jicivileecs, and innnmiities in Lndiii 
ami Persia should hi' made over in I'ull ii,<j;'ht, and the three shi]is and k1 t,00D 
in Imllion, pie[)iired for the voyage of tliis .sea,son, transferred at prime cost of 
the nesv .stock; that on the arrival of tho.se .shiji.s at the O'omiiany’.s I'aetorics, 
the goods, fill nitiiri', and .stori'.s wei'c to In' transferred to the new account, at ilio 
vahiation ol G.s, Gd. sterling ju'r rial of eight; that the .sej'vants of the new sloelc 
should a,ssi.sL those of the united stock in recovering their debts; and that the 
uuiti'd stock should ho charged Avitli the oApen.seH of the settlements and trade 
till the arrlA'al of the shijiiring id' the now stock, when the agi'iits of thi,s ,s(,oek 
should take cUiirgv, lUidTie entitled to vccoive the customs of (jomheroen after 
the hst October, 1G5S.” A.nother arrangement of aoTiio Importanee was, that 
Riieli persons as had served an apjireiitieeshlp to tlio memliors of the joint .stocky 
should ho ailmitteil fri'emcu and luemhov.s of the Company on paying a lino of 
£n; and that the ])or.sons who liiwl been possessed of sha.re.s in the I'oi'mer trade, 
and, on that aeoomiL, had properly in the Indies, we.ro not to ho deemed ])riviile 
traders, but were rcipiireil, after a sjiecified time, to eariy the amount of siieli 
property to the account of the new stock. 

Nnww- Having amicahly settled the.sc preliminaries, the (.Jompany proceeded to 

idiigimwilh , ' . • 1 L j 

fthinaa. lUiilce a new amuij^cmonl ol; Uioir esLiibliHlinuMitn alii'ofuL in fuLiirOj LIu'otJiov 
presidencies and factories, and more e.spi'cially the factories and trade in Per, la, 
Avere to he snlinvdinate bo the president and coiuicil of Murat; at the same time, 
the pre.sidency of Port Ht. George wa.s not only to he maintained, hut to have 


a control over 'all the other factories on the Curomaudel coast and in, Bengal, 
Avhere the Company now had a principal factory at llooghly. together avIUi 


inferior agencies at Coasimhazar, Ilakusoro, iind Patna. 


The. in.sulav factories 


and agencies wore to ho suhordinatc, us heforc, to the president and oomicil 
of Bantam. The. abase of priAUite traffic hy the Company’s servaiits, which had 
long het'n conpilained of, and had o-ven, avo have .seen, heou denounced in j'oyal 
pioclani(ition,s, again attracted attention; and the ajipropriate remedy was 
adopted by issuing an ah.solubo prohibition of .such ti'aflic, and compcn.sating 
for the withdrawal of it hy increasing the. .salaries of the presidents and me.m- 
bera of eonncil, and of the subordinate servants. As an additional jirotection 
against the continuance of the abuse, all officials were required to sign .soeurity 
bonds to apeeified amounts, to keep diaries of their proceeding,s, and annually 
- transmit certified copies of them to the court In England. It is scarcely 
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iieceHHary to observe Lliat those reyulatioiis for the suppression of 2 )rivate trade ad icer 
proved unavailing; and that the alm.se, instead of being suppressed, kept pace 
witli the progress, and, in not a ferv in.stanccs, .seriously damaged the interests 
and even brought a stigma on the character of the Company. 

Scarcely had these arra?ig(jraent.s been eonijdeted when Cromwell was called neitiiof 

^ . CioniweU 

to Ills final acooLint. This event, wliich took place m 1658, was attended with 
so many important changes, that all great interests, commercial as well as 
j)o]itieal, were more or less .seriously affected hy it Having tlms andved at 
what ma}^ bo eonsidei-ed a new ora in the history of the Company, it will be 
proper, before continuing it, to briiig up the liistory of the Mogul empire from 
the termination of the reign of Jehangm in 1627. 


OHAPTEll IT. 


Tioigii of Shall Jelbui—Hia tlopoHiUoii by AnnuigzolK*—Uiee and progiesa of the Mahrattas—[ieigu ot 

Auiung/ehe. 

E VERA L yeav.s before the death of Jehangir, the succession to his comiMUtion 
tlirone was keenly coutebtod by different members of his family, g.rt nulouo. 
Kliosroo, the oldest sou, who.liad been the flivomrite of Iji.s grand- 
father Akbov, failed in an attempt to .seize the crown when Akber 
died, and wa.s in conseciuenee subjected during the remainder of 
lii.s life to a rigorous irnpriaoument. Parviz, tlie second son, naturally looked 
forward to the .succession; and wms confirmed in the belief that it was intended 
for him, when hi.s father intrusted him with the nominal command in the 
TJeccau, wlicre a great contest for supremacy was waged between the Mahome¬ 
tans and Hindoos. He proved unequal tt) the task assigned him, and was 
ultimately superseded hy the third .sou, Khurram, who.se ahilitie.s were of a 
.superior order, and who.se military fame had been estalili.slied hy a successful 
campaign in Mewar, Tlie.se alone would not have sufficed had he not also 
enjoyed the favour of Hur Jehan, who had established a complete ascendency 
over her husband Jehangir, and virtually governed in Ids name. Under this 
iufluGiice Khurram, invested with ample powers, and hearing the title of king, 
which amounted to a recognition of liim as heir apparent, proceeded to the 
Deccan. Here the fiivst object v-as to recover those territories which had tlnwvn 
off allegiance to the Mogid, and more espeeially the kingdom of Ahmednuggur, 
which, owing to the great abilities of an Abyssinian, named Mullik Amber, prime 
minister to the king, Nizam Shah, had successfully resisted aU attempts to 
subdue it, Khurram was again successful; and, in return for his success, was 
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While Khuriam’s ■way to the tlirone was thus ajijiareutly clear, he stood on 
the brink of a precijiicc Ilis brother Shelniai, the 3nmngest son of Jeluingir, 
liad become the son in law of Nnr .Jehaii by niaii_yin<( Shir Af^an, her daughter 
Niii Trfnu’fl liy her first husband In conseiiuoiice ot tlirs afilinty, iNnr Julian vras lauiL on 
securing the succession to Shchriar, and made no si'cret of her intention She 
liad little difficultyin gaining the assent of Jehaiigir, but IChuriiuu, deter¬ 
mined not to he exthided fiom the gioat object of Ids ambition, laisod the 
standaid of revolt He had married tlic daughter of Asof Khan, Nur Jehan’s 
brother, and in him liad a poweiful .sujiporter; but Nnr Jelian chose her 
measures so skilfully, that rvhiuram soon found himself a fugitive in the 
Deccan Ifi're ho succeeded in forming a league with his old opponent IMullik 
Amber; l)ut niLsfortune still attended him, and lie was obliged to throw himself 
on lus father’s mercy It would not have availed him, hut a new revolt, 
produced hy the imperiousness of Nur Jelian. drew oif her tlionglih fiom the 
vengeance which she was meditating, and he escaped. In (•on.sei[in'nce oi’ the 
revolt, both Jehangir and his (jucen hecaine for a time pri.soneis in the hands 
of Mohahat Khan, a celebiated general, to whose military talents Khuirain’s 
previous discomfituro had mainly hc'en owing. Jehangir died shortly after 
obtaining his liberty, leaving a will wliich appointed iSluhriar his successor Nur 
Jehan attempted to give elfect to it, but the death of her Imsband coniiileti'ly 
destroyed her influence; and though she survived for many years, she never 

- -- again figured in 

j Z ]nil)]ie life, yiieh- 

tiar, by seizing the 
riyal treasure', was 
able to raise an 
army and light a 
battlefortho eiown 
Kburvam,however, 
now supported by 
the leading pai lies 
in the statiy com 
plei^ely defeated 
him, and, with the 
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AMwiniiof of his race, put him to deatli, along with two sons of another Lnother who had 

Klim ram, " ‘1 ia 

uniicrfcho joined hmr. AU opposition now ceased; and KhiuTam, on his arrival at Agra, 

MiMim 26th January, 1628, mounted the throne under the title of Shah Jelian. 

Shah Jehan, overjoyed at his accession after the many misfortunes which 
had befalleti him, and which had made him at one time despaii' of being able 
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to .socuru it, iiist testified bis grytitudc to A.sof Khan, lii.s fathcr-iji-law, by ad lasa. 
making him liis vizier, and to Mohabat Khan by appointing him bis com- 
inaudui'-in-cliicl'; and then began to iirdulge his natin-al taste ibr niagnificence 
l>y public works and splendid entoi‘taiiinient.s. In the lattei' ol these he 
seemed determined to outstrip all bis predecessors; and on the lirst aimiver.sary 
of Ilia accession, not satisfied witli the usual coreinony of distributing bis own 
weight in pi'esents of the most costly materials, caused vessels filled with 
jewels to he waved round his head or poured over his pei’son as a supposed 
means of averting misfortune, and scattered the contents among tlie hystanders 
In tlic valley of Cashmere, where tlte ceremony was perfomied, the value thus 
exjicnded was estimated at £1,600,000. 

He was not allowed long to indulge in such lavish and ostentatious displays inMincu- 
Though his cruel policy had extirpated all the members of Jiis family who 
might have competed with him for the crown, in seveinl quarters of bis 
dominions the materials for revolt were jirovided and readj^ to explode. The 
(Jsbeks, endeavouring to profit by the uncertainties of a new reign, laid siege 
to (labool and ravaged the surrounding country, till the approach of Hobabat 
compelled them to retire, in Biindeleund an in.snrrcction, beaded by Narsing 
Deo, the infamous murderer of AbuKazl, was not put down without a serious 
struggle, but, as in bis father’s reign, the Deccan was the great theatre of 
war. fi'lie com^uest of it by Akbcr had never boon firmly secured; and even 
afficr the Hindoos had ix'cn forced to yield, their place had been occupied by 
Maliomotan chicls, who had established the three kingdoms of Ahmednuggur, 
Bejapoor, and Dolconda, which often refused to yield even a nominal .supremacy 
to the Mogul, and were always ready’to embrace any opportunity which pro- 
rai.scd to I’ree- them entirely'- from the ymke. Such an opjiortimity wa.s ofl'ered 
by the revolt of an Afghan chief of the name of Khan Johan body, who had 
rendered important raihtaiy services in the time of Jehangir; hut, taking 
umhrage at some proceedings of Shah Jelian, suddenly quitted Agra at the 
head ol' 2000 veteran troops, and, in the face of numerous obstacles, made his 
way through Euudelound and Gundwana to the court ol' Ahmednuggur, where 
he was welcomed by Mullik Amber. 

The only cliaiice wlficli the Mahometan kings of the Deccan could have had 
of resisting the, Mogul arms, would have been by’ forming a mutual league and 
uniting all thei)’ forces against the common invader. Instead of this they kept 
iiloof, under the infinence of old jealou.sies and fond.% and allo-wed themselves 
to be crirslied in detail, Tlie King of Golconda appears to have been first TFekSuRa 
intimidated, and volunteered tribute. Nizam Shall, King of Ahmednuggur, mnmado 
so long as he was guided by the counsels of MuUik Amber, offered a stoenuous 
resistance; hut at last made choice of a ne-w minister, who proved treacherous, 
and niiide peace with the Mogul by both murdering the Idng and sacrificing 
the independence of the kingdom, The most valiant struggle was made by 
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Alalioraed Adil Shah, who after obliging Mohaliat Klian, tlie ablest general 
of the Mogul, to raise the siege of Bejapoor, his eapiial, gained sevei.d other 
decided advautagea. tie too, however, iinding the contest nncqnal, nas obliged 
to succumb, and Shall Jehan, now acknowh-dged siijaenie ovei all the Maho¬ 
metan kingdoms of the Deccan, letuined in tiiiiin[)h to his capital Dining 
these campaigns the, country suffcied dreadfidly fiom the lavagi's not uieiely 
of war, hut of famine, which, caused hy faihnes ol rain dining the two 
successive years of 1629 and IGliO, depojndated whole districts, and iullicted 
calamities which it took nearly half a eentiny to lejiair 

Dining the eanipaigns in the Deccan, distmbanee.s had broken out in other 
quarteis They prove<l geneinlly nniiuportant; and thi' only event in connec¬ 
tion with them deserving of notice, was a declaiatiou ol’ hostilitieH against, the 
Poituguese, whose foititied factory at flooghly, in Bengal, was in eons('(|uenee 
attacked by the Mogul governor, and ca])tmed after a siege An event which 
gave Shah Jehan more ])lcasure was tlx' i-oeoveiy of Kand.ihar from 11m 
Persians, by the treachery of Ali Meidan Khan, the, governor, who, dissatisfied 
with the tieatmont whieli he had received from his own .sovereign, delivensl 
up the place and took refuge at Delhi This important acipiisition sei'Uis lo 
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have stimulated the ambition of Shah Jehan, who immediately despatched an 
army into Ealkh and Budukshan, which were now in po,ssesaion of Nazar 
Mahomed, younger brother of [mam Kouli, whose rule extended, over all 
the temtory beyond tlic Oxus, from the Caspian Sea to Mount Imans. The 
entei'prise proved more difficult th<an had been anticipated; and, after a stiuggle 
of several years, Shah Jehan despaired of success. Not only Ali Merdan found 
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his efforts unavailing; lout two of the emperor’s aoivs, Murad and Auumgzobo, ad idis 
MVH taincd ropeafcod disconifiLares. Even after an arrangement liad been made 
ndiieh It'll Nhziw ilahonied in poasession oC more than his original territory, 
Aurungzobu, attacked by the inouiifcaineera of the Hindoo Koo.sli, made a moat 
diaastroua retreat 

Shah Johan, though much chagrined, still had some compeiisatinn in the 

^ , , kantiAhir 

acquLsitior) of Kandahar; but even this was soon to be wrested from him In 
1 (i IS the Persian monarch Shall Abbas Tl. made his appearance hetore it, at the 
head of a large army. Tin; time was well cho.scn, for winter, which was about 
to coinmeiifo, made it almost impossible to march an army from India to its 
relii'f Aiirungzobe, however, undertook the task; and, alter almost incredible 
exertions, only arrived in time to learn that the [dace had already fallen. He 
detennined to attempt the reeovezy of it; hut, four months alter lie had (zpened 
his batteiio.s, was obliged to rai,se the siege. A .second attempt, in which he 
WHS assisted by Saad TJIlali, the vivdei', having also failed, Dara Sheko, Shah 
Ji'liaii’s oldest .son, obtained permission to m.ake a third attack His lorce Ava.s 
more nuuioroas and bottcj' apipointed than those wliieli had prcviou.sly been 
empdoyed, and he sot out in full oonlideuce of success. Great efforts were made 
on both siiles; but, after .several dospierate assaults, Dai’a Sheko waiS beaten ofl, 
as his brothers had been, and Kandahar was left in the undisputed pjosse.ssion of 
the Per.siaiiwS. 

Shah Jeliau’.s warlike enoz'gy soomed now expzouded; and he hail i)a,ssed rnmimigm 
two years in iraufpilllity, when cireimi,stances occurred winch tempited him to dowhh 
interfere with the internal affairs of the Di'ccan, for the pnrpo.se of liringing it 
more eonipilctely luider his sway. Abdallah Kutb Shah, King of Golconda, had 
regularly paid the stijmlatod tribute. The Mogul government, therefore, had 
no claim against him; and he w.'is entitled to expect tliat the condition.s ol the 
treaty whidi he had made; would, on the pimt of that government also, be 
liiithfully observed. He was soon iangbi the contrary. Mir Jmula, who had 
acquired great wealth as a ilianiond merchant, and ilscii by his talents to be 
Abdallah’,s pzrlme minister, having lost favour through the mi.sconduet of liis 
son, Maiioined Amin, entered into a correspiondeuce with Aunuigzebe, then 
ill the Deccan, and lodged a formal complaint agahrst his master, ibbdallah, 
though tiibutaiy to the Moguls, was still perfectly independent in regard to liis 
internal administration, and, was therefore both surprised and offended on 
receiving a mandate from Shah Jelian, haughtily ordering him to give Mir 
J nmla redress. So far from compilying, he seepuestrated his piroperty and placed 
his son in prison Tiiis was probably the very step which Shah Jehan wished 
him to take, as it furnished him with a plausible pretext for further interference. 

Orders were accordingly given to Aui’iuigzeho to employ force, it Abdallah 
still persisted in di.soheying his mandate. Acting at once on this authority, 
Aiu'ungzebo, without any pirovious warning of hostility, set out ostensibly on . 
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a visit to Bengal; and being bronglit iu the course oi bis journey witbiu a 
short distance of Hyderabad, Abdallah’s capital, turned siuUleuly aside witli a 
body of troops and took forcible possession ol it. Abda.l!ah, taken coinpU'tely by 
surprise, escaped witli difficulty to the bill-fort of (Jolconda. Ibu'c, fiudiiig bi.s 
positifm desperate, lie was uuder the iicce.s.sity of .siilanitting to tlie bi'inis wliieb 
Auruugzebe chose to dictate. Mir .rumla, in reward for bis treaeliery, was 
taken into Aurungzebe’s coiilidcnce, and became one ol tlic maiu instruments of 
hi,s ambitious de.signs. The subjugation of Oolconda took place in l(i56. In 
the same year Bejapoor was subjected to similar trc'atment. Ahnicduiiggiir 
iiad before lost even the semblance of independence, and thus the antborlty of 
the Mogul seemed a.s firmly established in the Mahometan portion of the Deccan 
as in any part of Hindoostan. 

'i’ho conquests thus achieved gave great delight to Shah Johan. Had lu; 
known the use about to bo made of them, his feelings would have lieen vc'ry 
(lllferent. Aurung55cl)e, while professing the utmost disinteia'stedm'ss, was 
steadily pursuing bis own aggrandizement, a,nd jirejiai'ing for the struggle which 
wa.s eventually to give biui the tbroue, even liel'orc it became vacant, d’o Uii.s 
struggle it is now necessary to attend. 

Shah Jchan, now far advanced iu years, bad four sons, Bara Sbeko, Hliuja, 
Aurungzebe, and Murad. They were all of full, or ratluir matnv(‘ age. In 1(157, 
the period to which we now refer, the respective ages of iho Ilrst three W(‘re 
forty-two, forty, and thirty-eight. Dara, recognized a.s hc'ir apparent, was ri'si- 
dciit in the capital, where he enjoyed the full eonfideueo of lii.s fatlier, and 
in relieving him from the cares, exercised the general powoi'.s of goverrmamt, 
Shuja ruled as viceroy in Bengal, Annmgzcbo, as has been seen, in the Deccan, 
and Murad iu Gujerat. They were all lired with ambition, and disposed to take 
advantage of the political changes which might be occasioned by tlaur father’,s 
death, birt differed much in temj)er and character, Dara was open and getiertms, 
but s(^ impetTiou.s and hasty as to set at nought the dictates of pimdenet'; and so 
liberal, particularly in bis religious ophnions, a,s to be obnoxious to tlie nmre 
orthodox Mahometans, Shnja possessed talents, but rendered tlaun'useless by 
giving himself uj) to pleasure, and acquiring the habits of a confirmed drunkard, 
Aurungzebe was a perfect adept in dissimulation, and was equally siica'ssful in 
imposing on friends and foe.s. His prrijicipde-s, if bo bad any, newer stood in th(i 
way of bi,s interest; and when be had an end k) accompliish, he was not to bo 
deterred bj^ any amount of crime which might be neccssaiy iri order to insures 
success. The only thing in which he could be said to be sincere was Ms relighm, 
in which he carried fanaticism to its worst extremes, and p)ersecutcd with all 
the zeal which distinguished the eai’liest propagafcora of Mahometanism. Muriwl, 
the youngest son, bore a considei-able resemblance to Sbiija in tastes and linliits, 
bnt was duller in intellect, and, if possible, still grosser in his p)lcasnres. By 
the mother of these sons Shah Jehan had also two daughters, who, within the 
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ivcoKses of tlio liareiii, (‘xercLsed considcrfible 2 >olitical ijifiuonce. Pad.djali vd ibs?. 
Ee gmn, tlie eldei-, was her fatlicr’sfavourite, and exerted herself to the utmost to 
turtlu'i' tlie inieresta of IJarii lloiislianaru, the yomrger, thougli not irnsscssed, 
either in jier.son or intelleet, of the aeuoniplishincnts of her sister, surpassed lier 
as a skilful intriguer, and thus jrroved a jmwerful coadjutor to Aurungzehe, to 
whom she was str-ougly attached. 

Such wii.s the iro.sitinn of Shah Jehan’s family in 1657, when he was seized r’leiMnitians 
with a .severe illness, destined ajrjrarently to pr-ovc fatal Dara, that lie might tua°8u!Ll 
he able to make the noeesaary ^ire^rarations to in.sur-e the auccc.ssion, eirdeavoured 
to slop all the avenues of communication thr-ough vrdiich hi.s hrolhers might 
heconu; aeipuiinted with his father’s state; brrt the fact was of too public and 
important a nature to admit of coireealnreiit, and a very short time elajised 
before they wetv made thoi'ongidy' aajnainted W'ith it. Shnja was the fh'st to 
act Immediately assuming the title of king, he assernhled a body of ti’ 00 ji.s and 
began to rnar'ch in the dnection of the capital. iVTur'ad, in like manner’, assumed 
the regal title, hut instead of {jirittiirg lii.s jirovince, endeavoured to provide the 
sinews of war by seiKitig tlie disti-iet treasurie.s arrd laying siege to Surat, where 
lu' expeetc'd to find a still richer deposit Airrurigzehe acted with les.s ^ir’ccipi- 
ta,ti(m, and at first rested aatisfed with collecting hi.s foi'ccsand eneanijiing with 
tlieni near his northern frontier. Wliile here he had the satisfaction of seeing 
Dara and Mhuja engaged in lurstilities, whieli only wasted their strength. He 
at last doehm'd against Dara, hut, with his usual dissiumlatiou, endeavoured to 
disguise his real object by iirctendiug to jrlace his hostility to hi.s eldest brother 
on I’cliglous groiiiuls. For himself, if he had ever entertained aiuhitious thoughts, 
he had now laid them aside, and was desirous, as soon as an orthodox successor 
to the throne waw apiioiutod, to retire from the -world and spend the remainder 
of his days at Mecca Murad was stujrid enough to he imposed u^ron by this 
isliallow iirctence, and at once leagued his arms witli those of Aurungzebe, in the 
belief that, in the event of their success, he was to he rewarded with the imjierial 
crown. Dara vva,a thus exjiosed to two formidable attacks—^tho one from Shuja, 
a.dvanciug from Derigai, and tlio otlier from Aurungzebe and Murad, advancing 
from tlu' Deccan. Against Shuja he sent his sou Soliman Sheko, who eneouu- 
tered him near Benares, and gave him a defeat whieli compelled him to retrace 
his stejis to Bengal. Against his other brothers he sent the Rajpoot rajah 
Jeswant Bing. The encounter took jilaee on the hanlns of the iSi^ira, near 
Oojeiii, in JVIalwali, and ended in Jeswant’a eonniloto discomfiture. The gallairtiy 
of Murad had mainly decided the victory; and Aurungzebe, not satisfied with 
eoiii 2 )liine-nting him upon it, hypocritically huinhled himself before him as in 
token of the homage which he felt due to Iris future .sovereign. 

While his sous wore thus warring witli each other for the succession to the Aunmezeto 
crown, Shah Jehan himaeli', contrary to expectation, had nearly recovered his viotorionB. 
usual healili. Dara at once resigned his power-. A very different spirit ani- 
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uiiited tlie oilier brotlicvH, wlio, -wlien ordered to la}’ down their anus, ]io,siiively 
refaeod. They had, hi fiici, adviiiiced too liir to recedi', and iioiliiiig now 
veillained but a further ajipeal to anus Shall Jehaii was disjiosed to Lake the 
tield ill person, but idloweil liiiiisell to be dtsMiaded, and lelt the* su[)reiii(‘ com- 
mand to Dara, avIio soon saw liiniself at the head of an army whieh .seemed 
sufficient to crush all his enemies He might have added greatly to its strength 
by waiting for the arrival of a large reinforcement, whieh his son Holiman was 
liringing from Benares; but Ids natural impetuosity urged him forward, and, 
contrary to the better advice of Shall Jeliaii, he risked au engagenient, by whieh 
all was lost The battle was fought at Samaghar, one march from Agra, in the 
beginnlug of June, IG.iS Many individual acts of heroism were performeil on 
both side.s; and victory 1 mug .suspended till the disappearance of f)ara, in con¬ 
sequence of his ehqihant having become unmanageable, .so diseonraged his 
soldiers that a general panic ensued. Tii tlie evening, vvlnm he reached Agra 
in his flight, he Could only muster 2000 men, all the rest of his army had perislied 
or been di.spersed Three days after, Aiirinigzebi' and Murad made their appear¬ 
ance, and took immediate pos.session of the, capital Dara, was not in i(,, i’oi, 
oppressed with grief and shame, he had hastily ipiiited for Delhi, bid. Shah 
Jehair was still in his palace. 

Anrungzelic’s course was already determined, but ])oliey did not allow him 
all at once to throw off the mask, and he spent .some days in .simding liumhle 
mes.siiges to his father, Justifying bis proois'dings on the plea of ui'cessity, and 
endeavouring to obtain the sanction of them Ris object, probably, was to leasu' 
his father in nominal po.ssessioii of the throne, while he retained all the powers 
of government in his own hand. Shah Jehan, howiwer, rvas not to he thus won 
over. Dara’s inisfortimes only gave him a sti-ong-er hold than evi'r on his affee- 
tiims, and be refused to couenr in any proposal for disinlieriting him. Aurnng- 
zehe, thus made aware that he could only possess tlu' crown as an usurper, did 
not he.sitate to make Ids father a prisoner and a.s.smne the reins of govenuuout, 
Murad, who had been dreaming of the crown, soon found that he rvas only his 
brother’s dupe. As soon ns Anvuugzebe bad no furUier use for him, lu' invited 
liiin to .supper; and, after feasting him till he was in a .state of helple.ss intoxi¬ 
cation, stripped him of Ids arms and placed him in confincTneut. 

Shah Jehan rva.s allowed to remain in his ])alace, where he c.ontimiisl to livi* 
for seven years. Much outward respect was shown him, but a stiiet watch was 
kept on his movements, and he was entirely cxeliided from all .shai'c in the 
government. The energy and talent which ho had displayed during the greater 
part of his reign a.ppear to have entirely forsaken him, and he, made no effort 
to regain his freedom. It is i-emarkahle that no attempt at resoue Avas made 
from without. Hia reign had been long and pro.9poroua, and his subject,s had 
enjoyed a degree of happiness to which they had previously been strangers. 
Hia wars, caixied on for the most pari on. the outskirts of his dominions, had 
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brought few calamities on his own subjects, while his internal ahmiiu&tratioii a u k.i.'-j 
had been singidiirly moderate and e([aital)le. It might have been supposed that 
such a reign would terminate peacehdly, or at least that no iisur[)er would be 
allowed to extinguish it by violence, witliout exciting universal indignation, 
and stirring up hosts of adversaries in every (Quarter The iket was otherwise, 
and may bo regarded as a [rroof tliat the peo[)le had become indiflbrent to a 
change of master's, and were now ready to hubinit to airy yoke rv'Lieli might be 
imposed on tliem In the intej'val lietween Iris dethronement and hi.s death, 

Bhah Jehaii was almost forgotten His publre works, however, still speak for sii.Ji iisrain 
him, and prove him to have been, if not tlie wisest, the most inagnifieent prinee v'',',ts 
who t'ver held rule in India At times his expenditure was not only lavish hut 
childish, as in the instance of the celebrated peacock tliroire, in the construction 
of which he is said to have spent above £0,000,000 .sterling, chiefly in rliarnonds 


and precious stmros, A. 
1 letter splendour was 
dis^ila^nvl in the new 
eity which he built at 
Lhdhi, and the noble 
struetures with wlneli 
he iidoined both that 
eily and Agni. In the 
latter stands eonsfiicuous 
above all the Tajn‘ 
Mahal, the maiiMileum 
of his queen Mumtaz 
Mahal, situated in the 
midst of extousLV'e gar¬ 
dens, on a terrace over- 
liaiiging the Jumna, and 
eomposod of a lot'tjr 
marble structure, I'ieldy 
decorated with mosaics, 
and so chaste in design, 
and imjiosiug in eifect, 
as not to be surpassed 
in these respects by any 
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etlilice in the world, bfotwitlistanding his lavish expenditure, the revenues, 


' “Tlio hj»lit lo tlie cautral aparfciiiont la atlmittod otliorwiao would have basn intolerable. As, it ia, no 

only through douhla Boreona of white marble trollis- worclBoanexpiaBatlieohasteDed beauty of that central 
work, of ilU‘ moat oxquiaito design; quo on the oukr, oluiinbel' seen in the soft gloom of the subdued light 

and one Oil the imior faoo of the walla. In ouroliinate that teaches it through the distant and Imlf-otoaed 
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AD 11)00 Without being oppre.ssivo, weie so iiliJy and euniioiincally in.inagio] diuiiig Miah 
Jeliaii’s reign, that in addition to Auist acruniiilations of ])Lite and jc'wellei'}, 

he left (o tlie value of 
about twenty nidlious 
sleiling in coin 

Ainungzelie M.is no 
sooner seated on tlu' 
throne tli.iu lu' endea 
voiired to make it seeun> 
liy crusliing his conqieti- 
tors Dnra, after a short 
halt at l)elhi, had [)ro- 
ceeded to liahoie, anil 
was busily employed in 
Aiaontiiru raising an aimy vvith the money obtained tliere Irom the royal tieasury, wlien 
ho learned that Aurungzeho was already at his heels Coiiseious of his imihility 
to eueounter him, he (piitted laihore at the head of 4000 men, and uiade foi 
iSeiiide by way of Mooltan He was saved from puisuit by the advauei' of his 
brother Shuja from Bengal, at the head of a force so foiinidable that Am nngzebe 
thought Ills pi'esence was immediately rispiired He aceordingly returned to 
Delhi, and, having made the necessary preparal ion,s, marched .south-east ])ast 
Etawah, in the direction of Allahabad The armies met at Oajwah, about 
midway between these cities Hhuja held a strong position which lie was not 
disposed to rpiit, and several days elapsed bidbre the (k'cisivo .struggle took 
place ft was eoumieueed by Shnja, who, advancing at sunrise on tlie, fith 
of January, 1659, proceeded amidst a furinu.s cannonade to close action The 
contest was manfully maintained lill AnningKche, who had rcpi-aledly been 
in immiiieut danger, succeeded in foiling tlie enemy’,s centre Shuja was in 
conseipipiice completely defeated, with the loss of lit c.'innon and a mauher of 
elephants Closely pursued by Mahomed Sultan, Auiungzehe'.s ,smi, and Mir 
Jumla, he coiitinned his flight, and never halted till he readied Ileng.d 
nisiiiMUon Hara meanwdiile had airived in Scinde, wlioro he found his rauk.s ho mueh 

and tidgicnl 

fate tlnmied hy deseitiou, that, to escape capture by a <letaclnuenb vvliicb liad been 
following on hi.s trade, ho had crossed the desert to C'utih. After a. .short, .stay 
hero ho entered (Jujerat, and by the irdlueiice of Shah Wawom Ivhan, its 
governor, had liccome master of the whole iirovince, including the impoitani 
toAvn,s of Surat and Baroach His prospects tIm.M brightening, he opmied a 
conraumioafcioii with tlie prlnce.s of the Uoccan, and also with Jeswant Sing, 

twiiiity-twB years. The inausnleurn and all tlio build- * On tlio quuoii’s tluiibskono aio jiassagon from fill) 
ings tliat appertain to it cost 3,17,4S02G (tlirea orore, Koian, amidab wreatha of flowots, on lior luislmnd’a, 
sevauleon laefcs, forty-aight tbousand and twenty-sK only Ida name and dBtDord 6 iibb,j»tdui 0 f,aic nffluueia 
mpEP'!, or £S,174,802 sterling.”—Sleetnan's Mamblcs The loiiiba are witlmi a screen of Irollis-vork of while 
and Ilecollections hr/ an Indian Official. marble, a chef-d’wuvre of ologaiwe in Indian art. 
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Llic TGijali of Joodpoor. In tlio latter lie hoped to find nn impoitaiit coadjutor, a d 
hut wiKS (liha]){)ointed, as the rajah, alter 1 alaneiiig iiiteref.ts, was satisfied he 
would gain more hy giving his adhesion to Auruiigzehe iJara, now at the 
head of an ariu^' of 20,000 iiieii, advanced into Ajiiieer, and took up a com- 
itiandiTig position. Tfc had not occupied it long before Aui ungzehe made his 
appearance. After a caniionado of three days a general as.sault took jilace, and 
Dara .saw himself once more defeated and toinjiellod to become a fugitive. A 
week of iuce.ssaut toil and hard,ship hroiight him to the ueighhoiuhood of 
A.hmcdahad; but it was to meet a hitter di.sappeiutuient, for the gates were 
shut again.st him. His only resource was a new flight to Clutch, where he 
arrived with a mere handful ol adherents His altered circuniistances puiduced 
a corre.sjioudiiig change in the ndev, who received him so coldly that he resolved 
to jiursue his march to Kandahar. The route hronght him to the .‘■mall terri¬ 
tory of Jiin, on the (‘a.st frontiers of Schide. The chief, who was under great 
obligations to Dara, received him with much apparent kindne.ss, but iiume- 
diately meditated an act of gross treachei-y, and accomplislied it by delivering 
him np to Ids eiK'inies. Aunuigzehe was delighted with the news that he 
celebrated it by jnihlie rcjoiciug,s. Both Dara and a sou Sepehr, who might 
have jirovcd (npially daiigerou.s, were his juisoners. The son was forthwith 
confineil in the strong castle of Gw'alior; the father wa.s reserved for more 
hni'hiU'ouH treatuumi, The fmm of a Dial was given him; hut the charge w.as 
not for any idfenee against the stale, hut for apostasy from Maliumetauisin. 

Ahsiu'd and iiioiistrouK as the charge was, no difliculty was found in constituting 
a court which held it proven, and pronounced sentence of clctith After a 
hypocritical show of reluctance, Aiirnngzebe eoniiimed the iniipiitoua sentence, 
and Dara wa.s executed. 

During these transactions the war with Shuia was vigorously uroseeuted by siiujnfl 

1 i.y. ft J 1 J juiifftnn,a 

Mir Jumhi, who drove him Irom Die chflerent .strong jiositions m which he had i-lhibbK’ 
posted him.self, and compelled him, after a series of stniggles, to seek an a.syluin 
in Avacan. Hie particulars of his suhsefiuent history are not well known. 

One account i.s that, the ruler of the country, doubtless at the instigation of 
Aufurigzehe, was preparing to detain him as a prisoner, and that Shuja, made 
aware of his danger, endeavoured to avert it hy heading an insurrection. If 
this account is true, he jirobahly peri.shed in the attempt to overthrow the 
Araean government; but the only thing certain i,s, that neither Shnja nox‘ any 
menilier of hi.s family wms afterwards heard of, Tlie only immediate descendants 
of iShah Jehan who eonld now give Aurungzehe any alarm were Mtirad and his 
.4011, and Soliman Sheko and Sopehr )Sheko, Die two sons of Dara, They were 
already within hi,s power, Lieing all prisoners in the fort of Gwalior, Murad was 
put bo death for a murder alleged to have been committed by him yvhen Viceroy 
of Gujerat, The othens quickly di,sappeared by deaths which Anrungzebe 
declared to be. natural, but wbicb Avere universally believed to haA^e been violent. 
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Aiirnngzcbe’s suprcinai;}'was now firmly ('stablislusl in ovmy pari, of llin^ 
rloostan. Tn the Deccan, on the coiifcraty, a now |iow<'r had nppuaix'd ; and a 
struggle, al)out to coiiuneacc', was destined not l.o Lerininato till it liad laid Lite 
Mogul empire in ruins. A race* ol native Hindoos, called MahraLtas, iieeupied a 
tract of the Deccan, boundt'd on the north by tlio nioiuitaiu range vvhicli tornrs 
the water-.shed liotsvet'U the ba.sin.s of the Nerbndda and the d'aptee, liy the sea 
on the west, by the Wurda on the east, and in otlier dii'eetions by a lino drawn 
oblirpiely from the rdeiiiity of Goa through iJeder to (Jhandidi. Within this 
tract tiie great |ihysieal featnre i,s tlie rangi' of the Western Ghants, dc'seending 
jireeipitonsly to the sea throngh tlie narrow laigged strip Icnown liy Lhi' name 
of the Conean, but sloping gradually towai'<ls the intt'rior, so as to form a 
lofty table land 'This eonnby, .studded over with natural fortresses, ami 
ixuidered almost iiiaccessihie by foi-ests and mountains, was admirahl}' ailapted 
to 1)0 the abode of a nation of marauders. Such tlie Mahrattas W('re, and liad 
lieeu from time immemorial Strong, active, and daring, full of craft and void 
of lionour, they were ev(!r on the alert to pur,sue their own inL('re,st, whili' 
uLtex’ly reganlless of the means. Descending suddenly into the, ]i1ains they 
spread devastation on eviuy side, and lieforo they could ))(3 overtaken were 
hastening hack laden with booty to tlioir mountain fastmjssf'.s. I’he bsTor of 
tlicir name was thus widely spread; and many of their ncighhours pure,based 
exemption from tiu'ir ravages by annual jtayments. The three Mahometan 
sovereigns of AUiruahmggur, Eejapoor, and Gole.onda, being by their position 
bj'onglit Into fre([nc'ut commnnieatioii with tlie Malirattas, naturally eiulea- 
voured to turn their military qualities to good account Ily employing them as 
soldiers. Tn this way not a few of tlumi aciprired distinction, and rose to 
ofiices of trust, Muliik Amber, tlie celebrated [irirne minister and viitaial sove¬ 
reign of Ahinednuggnr, in particular, made great use of their services, a,nd was 
.so well .satisfied with them that not a few of his most distinguished oHioers 
were Malirattas. One of those, called Jadu Ttao, had attained to a eonunaiid 
of 10,000 men. Subordinate to him, and utuler his immediak' protection, was 
another Mahratfca, named Mnlojce Bo.sla. The latter, as ho lirought into the 
field only a few mounted rekriner's, could not have heen a person of much eou- 
sfiipieuce; Imt he was one of those hold and dexterous adventurers on whom 
no opportunity of advancing his fortune was over thrown away 

Malojee, accompanied hy his ,sun Shahjee, a hoy oJ' five years of age, vais 
attending a great Hindoo festival, when Jadu, at whose hoirsc it was colohratod, 
giving way to tlie hilarity of the occasion, took np lii.s daughter, a girl of three 
years old, and placing her and )Shahjec on his knees, laughingly exclaimed, 
“ What a fine couple ! 'They ought to he man and wife I ” No sooner had the 
words passed his lips than Malojeo started up, and took the company to witnc,s,s 
that Jadxfs daxrghter was affianced to his son. Ja.rlu, who boasted of a Rsypoot 
descent, was indignant that one whom he prohahJy regarded as a mere under- 
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liny Klwuld thus pi-o,s\unc to place himself on a IboUiig- of epnality witli him M) u.ct 
and iittcmpt to take advantage' of a jocular expression for the purpose nf 
claiiniug jilliatiee with his family A quarrel ensued, hut Malojee contimicd to 
insist that the afllanee had hecu made, and ultimately made good his point hy 
obtaining advancement which placed him on an (npiality with Jadu, and thus 
ol)viated tlu' main olijeetiou to the marriage Shahjee, thus hoeome the son-in- 
law of Jadu, toolc a promiuont [)art in the war which extingihshed the indepen¬ 
dence, or rattu'T closed the existence of the Mahometan kingdom of Ahmed- 
juiggur. 'riioiigh on this oceaHion he belonged not to the winning hut tlie losing 
party, he managed ,so Well for himself as to become master of all tlie western 
portion of tliat kingdom between its capital and tlie sea Nominally this terri¬ 
tory now bdmiged to the King of Bejapoor, to whose .sliaro it fell when the 
Moguls luado a partition of the kingdom of AhmeJniiggur. Shahjee, therefore, 
vvuiH now in the King of Bijapoor’s service; and being sent on an expedition 
to the south, greatly distinguished himsolf hy making conquests in the torritorj' 
of My,sore He was rewarded for this service with a large jagliirc', including 
within its limits the important towns of Bera ami Bangalore 

By Ills marriage with Jadu’s daughter, Shalijee liad .sevmvd sons The elclo.st S'-nyM 
aeeompanied him to Myaon', and died there; the second, horn in May, 1{)27, 
and named Bevajei', had been left at Poonah with a Bralmiin, Dadajee Condu, 
who, during Shalijee’s ah.sotice, managed Ids Bejapoor jaghii'c. The training 
which young Bevajee, here received detorndund his future character. Ho hecaine 
at oiiec a Kcalons Hindoo, anti an expert and fearless warrior. His principal 
associate,s wt-re tlaj lionsemcn retained in his father’s service, or tlie moun¬ 
taineers inhabiting the noighbom-ing (iliaiits. XJmler the inlluence of such 
companionship he soon shook off the authoritj’' of Dadajee. and was .suspected 
of being in league with marauding parties. Having acquired a body of adliei-- 
ents, and perceived how cavelesslj’' some of the hill-fords belonging to Bejapoor 
wtiro guarded, be made himself master of one of coirsiderahlo strength, called 
T’orna, situated among the Gliauts, twenty iidlos south-west of Poonah. It had 
ju'oviously been under the charge of the revenue officer of the di.striet; and 
when the government of Bejapoor complained, he sncceeded by aidifice and 
money in obtaining a eonlinnation of Iris .seiy.nre. Sliortly after, wJien, hy the 
('rectiou of a new })laco of strength in the viciiriby, a new alarm had been ex¬ 
cited, the government made their complaint to Sliahjee, who immediately oi‘- 
dored his son to de,siat from (mcimehment. Instead of compljdng, he threw off 
the paternal authority, a.s he had done that of his guardian, and not only witli- 
heJd the revenue of his fathei'’s jaghire, hut soisied upon two foris situated 
within it. Hitherto he had feigned submission to the King of Bejapoor, but he 
now felt strong enough to throw off tlie mask. His fret act of o]ien hostility iie ..onqnm 
was the plunder of a convoy of royal treasure in the Concan, Feeling himself 
thus committed, he continued his aggressions, and ere long was in po.s.se.s.skm of 



niyTOr.Y oii' JNUiA, 


A D 105'i 


C)th£.r (uii- 

([Uttats tif 
bovajeo 


Auiuiig7uha 
airivea in 
tho Douuaii. 


29 L 


[liooic ir. 


five of the principal lull-ibrfcs in the Ghauts. New aiieecsses attended Ids nmie, 
and the whole of the Northern Concan fell iido hi.s hiiTid.s 

The King of Bejajioor natiu'ally au.spectcd that Seva eoiidnet was con¬ 
nived at hy his father, and thoiefore endeavoured to stiike at the root of tlie 
evil hy making Shahjee prisoiu'r. Tie asseited Ids imioceuec', hu(, was nutwitli- 
standing thrown into a dungeem, and told tliat if liis son did not siilindt within 
a certain time, the entrance would be huilt up. Tins threat, savage as it was, 
would itt-obably have been executed, had not Sevajee, wlto liad hitherto kept on 
friendly tel ms with Shah Jehan, obtained hi.s inier])oHition in his fatlu'r'.s helialf 


uaving no loiigei' 
any fears for his 
fatlier, Sevajeogavc 
full .scope to luB 
amhitiou, and not 
being lest.raiius! by 
any seru[)le.s of 
honour and justice, 
liroeuredtheassasd- 
nation of a Hindoo 
rajah and seined 
upon hi.s territory, 
which comprehend¬ 
ed the wliole of tho 
hilly eunutry .south 
of Poonah from the 
Gliauis to the Up¬ 
per Kistua, T¥hilo 

ho was thus extending his authority, Aurungze1)e arrived iu the Dc'CCiin iu 
165o. This event, which might have seemed liital to Hevajec’s jirojocts, wa.s in 
the first instance rather made sulrsorvient to them, as lie had previously been 
recognized as a commander of 5000 horse in the Mogul service; and on pro- 
.senting a suhmis.sive address to Aurungzebc was confirmed in all Ids ac(pusitif)U.s, 
As yet, however, he was by no means batiafied; and on seoiug Auruiigzebo 
occupied in carrying on war with the ICing of Golconda, could not resist the 
(jpportuiiity of turning his absence to account. For the first time, therefore, 
he made an inroad on the Mogul torritorie.s. His 8uccea,s fell far short of his 
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expectations; and when Aurimgzebe suddenly returned after a rapid and success¬ 
ful campaign, it required all Gevajee’s address to save Iviraself from the full 
weight of his vengeance, V ery opportunely for him, Shah J ehan was seized with 
the sudden illness already mentioned, and Aunmgzehe hastened off to prosecute 
his own ambitious schemes, Sevajeo thu.s relieved from apprehension, renewed 
Ids attacks on Bejapoor, the throne of which was now occupied hy a minor. 
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The KegeuL of Bejapoor, fully alive Lo Lhe extent of tlie danger, raised a large a.d 1002 
anuy, aud gave tlie comuiand of it to a Mahometan noble of the name of Afziil 
Jvhan. The .seleetioJi: was unwise, for Afzid Khan, full of Mussulman piide, ‘Si>'n.jo 0 
des])i&ed his enemy, and considm-ed himself sure of victory. Sevajoe, well aware 
of the Idud of op])oueut he had to deal with, took his mcasure.s accordingly, 


Pj-eimuliug to he overawed hy the very terror of his name, he .sent a me.saenger 
to say that he had given up all idea of resistance, and was oidy aiixioirs to 
arrange the terms of suhmi.ssiou After some preliminaries, it wa.s agreed that 
a personal iiitcrvi(3w should take place. Sevajec meanwhile showed great alarm 
le.st some undue advantage should he taken of him, and as the most effectual 
means o[ dissipating lii.s fears, incliieed Afzid Khan to meet him at a .secluded 
sjX)! with only a single attendant iSevajcc advanced with a timid, he.sitatiiig 
;dr, dros'sefl in a cotton tmuc. lie was ap[)areutly unarmed, hut ^vore beneath 
tlio tunic a coat of mail, together with a dagger concealed in its sleeve, while 


witluTi his clenched fist, and 
sharp hoolcs of steel, Icnown 
Al'zui Khan, tlirowu eom- 
ISevfijee huiuldy implored 
seized hy tlie claws and stah- 
whioli had shared in Ids over- 
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attached to hi.s fing-er.s, were 
hy the name of “tigcr’.s olaw.s,'‘ 
jjletely oft' his guard wliile 
forgiveness, was in a nionient 
bed to tlie lieavt. His army, 
coulidence, was at the same 


tim(‘ attai'Iced on all sides hy Malirattas lying in amhu.scade, and either perislicd 
liy the .sword or sought safety in flight, l’hi.s atrocity was perpetrated in 1659, 
the year after yiiah Jelian had been dethroned; and owing to the condition 
both of the Mogul empire, whore a civil ^Vi\r of succe.s.sion was raging, and of 
the kingdom of Bejapoor, which was threatened with di,s,solution from external 
violence and internal dissension, was allowed to escape with impunity. In 
IG62, when peace was concluded, Hevajee remained in posse.ssion of territoi’y 
.striTching 250 miles along the coast between Goa and Bombay, so as to include 
the wlmle of the Concaii between these pomts, and also extending about ISO 
milu.s above the Ghauts, from Poonah to Meeruj near the banks of the Kistna, 

Within tills territory, not with,standing the ruggednesa and general infertility iio.uiut)o? 
of liie .surface, he was able to maiutaiu an army of 7000 lioi-so and 50,000 foot, iioifuiH aii,i 
Auruiigzebe after dethroning liis father had <‘OJifcrred tlie viceroyaliy of the 
Deocau ou hi.s maternal uncle Shaista Klian, who arrived in 1663, and fixed hi.s 
residence, at Aurungahad, Hostilities had commenced between the Moguls and 
Mahi’atba.s, and Sevajoe liad cai’ried his ravage.s into the very heart of the Mogul 
province. Shaista Khan in consequence put his forces iu motion, and, driving 
till' Malirattas before him, gained possession of Poouah. Sevajee had retired to 
the hill-fort of yingurh, about twelve miles to the south, and there lay watching 


' 'rtl.9 H'eiilloii is siiiil ty Sir K. Meyriolc to Imve aassoil tliMngh tluo ringi at tlia ends. Tho speeimen 
tioou inveutoil by Si)v.i.jc!o. Tha iilstrumant is con- topvesentcd in our angraviug is in tbe muBeum of the 
ooakd ill tiio liiiiul, tbo drsi and fuuith fingers being Ilaat India Company. 
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his op[iOL'tunit.y. Beiiig informed liy syie.s of all hi.s eneiiiy s uiovi'ini'ufcs, he 
learned Lhafc Shaist.i Khan had Lakoii up hit, quarLev.s in flie house wlu're Seva- 
jech early day.s had hecn .spent Well aware; of the Mahraitas’ erall, the Mo,t,nd 
commander had taken every procaubLon ayain.st .snr[)rise; and was living' in .sup- 
poaed weeurity, when a hanil of armed men, witli Hevajee at their lu'ad, ruslied 
into his hed-chamher, lie escaped hy leapijig from a A;dTid(ny hut not before 
he liad lost two of Ids lingcr.s hy a blow fruiii a sword Tlie Maliratta j)art 3 
had gained admission into the town hy joining a marriage procession, and hud 
afteiwards availed themselves of their thorough knowledge of the locality to 
penetrate into the honse hy a hack entramas Shaista Khan’s .snit, and nmsi ol 
his attendants were eiit to pieces; and in tlu* eonhisitni, before any .sitys eould 
he taken, Sevajec was again liasteniiig haek in triumph to hi.s mountain fast 
ness Though the, c.vpioit hiilecl in it.s main ohjeet, it was indirectly the eaii.se 
of important I'csults .Shaista Khan, unwilling to admit tliat he had heen com- 
pictcly outwitted, tlirew the blame on the rajah, .le.swant Bing, not liesii.ating; to 
accuse him of Lreaeliery, tliough he had only recently arrived to u.ssist him with 
a strong roinforeeinent. In the tpiarrel whieh ensued, the operations of tlie 
Mogul army were so much cripfiled that Aunmgzohe int(‘i'[io.sed; and, reniovitig 
Bhaista Khan to the government of lieugal, devolved the eoniniuud of tlu' 
Mahratta war on hia son. Prince Moazziin, assisted hy the rajah. The eliaiige 
was favourable to Sovajoe, who did not fail to turn it to account After an 
inoffeetnal attempt on Bingurh, the Mogul army had rotiirued to AuruTiguhad. 
It wa.s Jiow Sevajee’.s turn to retaliah*. ITaAdng, by a nuinher of J'eignod rnove- 
nients, deceived the enemy, he suddenly darted off at the head of 4000 horse, 
and was not heard of before he made liis a[)pearance at Burnt, in the heginuing 
of January, 1664 It po.s,se.ssed no means of defence, and, with the eveeption of 
the English and Duteli factorie.s, wliieli effectnall^y resisted the attacks iiiade 
upim them, was plundered without o])po.sition during six days. 

Not long after this tmhiovement Bevajee lost his father, Bhahji.‘e, who, at a 
very advanced age, was killed hy a fall in hunting, lie tlms ncipiircd a con- 
sideralile addition to his territories; and, asauiuing the title of rajah, liegan bo 
coin money in his own name. lie a.l,so turned liis attention to naval a(Fair.s; 
and collecting a fleet of eighty-,seven vessels, imnmed with lOOO men, took 
many Mogul .ship.s, made dc.scents upon the coast, and carried off much plunder 
from the ports and maritime tracts belonging to tlie King of Ih'japoor, All 
these aggressions could not be pennitted to pass unavenged. The rajah, Jei 
Bing, wlw enjoyed as much of the confidence of AurungKebe as that emperor',s 
.suspicions temper allowed him to give to any one, arrived in the Decean at the 
licad of a large army. Bevajee made little resistance in the- open field, and, 
though his forts of Bingurh and Poormrdhm' when besieged made an effectual 
re,siafcance, became so desponding of success that, on being assured of favourable 
terms, h(3 at once offered to make hia submission. It is dilBoult to penetirato 
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liih motives, lint his conduct on this occasion ccrlainly dilFers much from that ad icfii 
whidi he had heeii accustomed to pursue Without any better sccurit]' than 
Joi iSiuga promise, he arrived with only a few attendants in the rajah’s camp, 
and thou niakiiig the liumblest professions of iidelity, readily accepted the terms 
svdiicli wore offered Of thirty-two foits wliicli he possessed, he unc(jriditioiui]ly 
surrendered twenty, with all the tenitory depending on tlieni; the remaining sev nej 
twelve and all Ida other possessions he was eouteiited to hold as a jag-hire from 
the llogiil emjjcror. In return for all tliese sacrifices, lie received nothing more 
than tlio I'ank of a commander of 5000 men in tlie Mogul service, for his son, 
Samliajee, a I'joy of ilve years of ago, and a kind of percentage on the reveiiues 
oi' tlio dilferont diatiicts of Eejapoor, The latter grant was valuahlc only for 
its iiideiinitenosa, as it afterwards fin-nishod the Maliinttiis with a pretext for 
making many unfoanded claims. On the completion of this arrangenient, Sevajee 
joined the Mogul army with 2000 horse and 8000 infantry, in an invasion of 
Bejapoor. The deference paid to him liy Jei Sing, and two letters from Aurung- 
zehe complimenting him on his .services, made sneli an impre.ssion njion him, that 
he set out with Ids ,soii Sanibajeo on a visit to Delhi. His reec>ption was morti¬ 
fying iu the extreme. On approaching the ca\dtal, he was raid only by an oiliccu- visiti doiih, 
of iiiferinr rank, and on entering the pre.scnce, was left mniotieed to take his 
place among eommanders of the third rank. OverpoAvered liy feelings of shame 
and indignation, lie slunk lieldnd, and fell down in a .swoon. Wlnit Aurnng- 
5!cl)e iiiLendod by this troainient is not very obvious. If he thought that the 
Mahratta spirit Avas thus to be tamed, lie Ava.s greatly luistakon, ScA-aJee only 
burned for revenge, and, preparatory to it, bigan Avith all lii.s u.sual craft to 
})lnn an escaije. He had brouglit an cscoi't of 500 lior.se and 1000 foot, and 
lulled .suspioioii by asking leaAm to seinl them home, on the ground that the 
eliniato did not, agree with them. He next feigned .siekne.ss; and, by gaining 
over some of the Hindoo physicians Avdio attended him, found means of coni- 
nmnicatlng AA-ith Ids friends without. MeanAvldle he was constantly nialdng n mraunoii 

^ ‘ Ejr JiiB 

pre.sputs of sweetmeats and provdsions to fakirs and other devotee,s These Avere lecoptum 

conve3rad in large baskets and liaiujiers, Avlncli passed so froipiently, that the 
guard,s set over him cca.scd to inspect them. Escape thu,3 liecame comparatively 
easy. One evening Sevirjee was carried out in one of these hampers, and his 
son in another, and as he had taken the jirecaution to IcaA^e a servant in his loed 
to counterfeit him, some time clap.sed before the escape Ava.s discovered. A 
strict .searcli aauks made in every quarter, and all the avenues by Arliieh he might 
paa,s to his oavu country were carefully watched; hut at length, after nine 
month.s of surprising adventures, he made his appearance among hi.s own people 
in the disguise of a Hindoo religious niendicant. 

It was not Sevajee’s policy to come at once to a final rupture with the 
Moguls; and therefore, availing himself of a eliange of commanders m the Bito. 
Deccan, ho once more made his peace ilirotighthe mediation of Joswant Sing, 

Vor,. I. 38 
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oLtaiiiPfl a formal I'ecoguitioii of lii.s title of rajali, and, in addition to tlic re¬ 
covery of a large, portion of lii.s old territory, obtained tlie grant ol a now jag- 
liirc in Bcrar. Pie waH thus at liberty to turn lits arms against T!eja]i(ior and 
Golconda, both of which, miwilling to ri.sk a ccmtest, submitted to tlie lunnilia- 
tion of paying tribute. An interval of traiKpiillity (ollowed, and tSi'vajce turned 
it to good account, by introducing many iinportaiit internal relorms, and organ¬ 
izing, Avitli much skill and succc.s.s, a regular form botli of military and civil 
government. 

The ncAV arrangement made lietwceu Sevajoe and the Moguls wa.s not sin¬ 
cere on cither side. Aurnngzebe only ])rotendod friendship that ho might onee 
more oLtain poH.se.ssion of Sevajoe’.s person, and thus save the neeos.sity ol the 
protracted war rvliieh must be eairied on, in order to .subdtu' bim by loi'ce ol 
arms. A game of craft was aecoi-dingly played for some time, but so litth' to 
Aurungzebe'.s advantage, that be at last Ibrew off the mask and deelai'cd oiien 
hostilities Sovajeo, so far from declining the. contest, took the first active step 
by attacking and re-capturing- bis bill-fort of tSingurb. OtIuT forts, togoblicr 
with the territories annexed to them, ivere also reeoven'd; and, in 1(170, after 
again plundering Surat, he retired along the left bank of tlu' P’aptia' iu(,o Ctin- 
delsh, wliere be set the exaiuph', for tlm first time, of levying chont —a kind of 
permanent black-rnail, for which the Malirattas afterwards became notorious, 
and wliicli amounted to no less than one-fourth of the. annual revenue. Heavy 
and odiou.y as the exaction was, many di.strict,s readily submitted to jiay it, 
in return for the exemption which it gave them from the other fornrs of Mali- 
ratta plunder. 

Sevajoe’s rapid ,succos.sea' Avei'c gn-atly favonrod by Aurungzebe’s au.spicious 
temper and persecuting bigotry. Ever afraid that his sous might treat him as 
he had treated bi.s own father, he never intrusted them rvith any im}K)rtant 
command, without .sharing it wdth some other officer who might bo able to 
neutralize any treasonable atteiujits. His war in ilic Deccan was carried on 
on tins principle, and hence Prince Moazzira was not only crippled in hi.s inovc- 
inent-s, but obliged to divide bis forces so as to cxjiose them to the danger of 
being beaten in detail, In 1671, Aurungzebe, under the inlluenc-e of tins suspi¬ 
cious sjhrit, left Moazzim Avitliout reinforcements, but at the same time sent 
Mohabat Khan to act independent of bim, with an army of 40,000 men. Thus 
circum,stanced, neither commander was able to cojie with the enemy; and, after 
a few unimjiortant ojierations, the rain}?- .season coming on, obliged both to 
retire into quarter,?, AVhen the season for resuming operations commenced, 
Mohabat Khan, while eageriy prosecuting a siege, left 20,000 of his men expo.sed 
‘to the attack of a large army which Sevajoe had raised. They w^ore, in conse¬ 
quence, completely defeated. In this battle, which wa,s fought in 1672, the 
MahxattaB were for the first time BUccos.sful against the Moguls in fair confliot 
in the open field. As may be supposed, the moral influence of tlie victory was 
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far gi-eater than the actual gain anrl loss of tlie comliatanfs, tiie conquerors a d i 6 T 4 . 
lieing a,s much elated as the vaii<|uishcd were clLshcartenecl 

While Aurungzebe was sustaining these losses in the Deccan, his attention inannec ' 
was occupied hy disturbances in the nortli-we.stern provinces The Afghans, 
always restless and troublesome, had for boine time been kept in check liy the 
governor of Cabool, Amin Khan, son and successor of the celebrated Mir Junila, 
but in 1670 they defeated him in a pitched Ijattle, and resumed their supe- 
nority. After various attempts to sulidue them, Aurungzehe imdei'took the 
war in person, but with very iudifforent succcs,s, and after the lapse of three 
years returned to Delhi. To save his honour, he had concluded a very imper¬ 
fect arrangement. Hi.s return was opportune; for a fomiidahle insurrection, 
headed Ly fdiiuhxi elevotecs, rvlio po.ssossed great influence among their country- 
lueu, broke out in the vicinity of the capital Its importance was at flust 
underrated, and the idea gaining ground that the rebels wei’e rendered invin¬ 
cible liy enchanlinent, the Mogul tro(»p.s could scarcely be brought to face them 
Ultiinatelj^ however, Aurungzebe succeeded in inspiring his Mussulmans with 
a fanaticism erpial to that of the devotees, and the insui’gents sustained a signal 
defeat The religious f)rm which the insurrection assumed, gave new force to 
Aiu'ungzebe's higoLry, and he commenced a long course of ])ersecution, with the 
revival of the odious Jezia, or capitation tax on Hindoos. The utmo.st discon¬ 
tent in consequence prevailed; and in tlie capital in particular, the streets were 
so crowded with tdamuron.s suppliants, that one day, finding himself obstructed 
in proceeding to the mos<pie, lie made way for himself by trampling down the 
mob witli Ills horses and clepliants. 

In the provinces the results of this persecuting system were soon manifested. 

The Kjijpoots entered iulo a league for mutual defence, and the whole of the 
western part of Eojpuotana rose in anirs. An exterminating war commenced, 
and raged furiously for many years; hut as Airruugzebe’s resources far exceeded 
tliose of the in.surgents, he gradually gamed ground, captured the remarkable 
Rajpoot fortress of Chittoor—^situated on a lofty isolated rock, which, rising 
abruptly from its base, had for additional security been scarped all round to the 
depth of nearly 100 feet—and by the terror of his devastations compielled an 
external submission from many wlio continued to hate him in their hearts 
In the Deccan, every Hindoo now considering his religion at stake, felt 
personally interested in the trumiph of the Mahrattas. Seva-jee, consequently, 
continued to pro.sper. In 167i, when a disputed succession in Bejapoor made 
conquest easy, he extended his sway oyer the whole of the Southern Concan, 
with the exception of a few isolated points; and beyond the Ghauts pushed 
his boundary much farther eastward. Having now all the reality of a great 
sovereignty, he resolved to complete it in due form; and on the 6th of June, 

I674v was crowned with a pomp which imperfectly but ostentatiously imitated 
the Mogul ceremonial on similar occasioirs. Krom this period, regarding himself 
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as Live femuder of a iiew national dynasty, lio lived in regal state, changed the 
naine of his officers from Peisian to Sanscrit, and hocamc striclly oh,servant 

of all the iit('s of lliiulooism 
Tliese proceedings nm.sl have 
given moital offence lo Anrung- 
zebe; and, accordingly, wlien the 
Mahvattas wore engag(‘(l in 
making conque.sts from ijeja])oor, 
the Moguls .seizerl the oppor- 
tunity to niak.(' an inenr.sion into 
their hna-itory Si'vnjee deemed 
it too mnin[)ortant to reipiiro Ids 
jii'esence, and coid,enled iiiui.self 
v'itli retaliating l)y .sending de- 
l.iehnicnts which phnich'red (Jan- 
delsh and Berar; and prueeeding 
heyond the Norbndda, which had 
never before, been om.ssed by a 
Midiratta force, ciirriwl his des-as- 
tatioiiH as far as Baroaeh, in 
flujerat For some time his 
thoughts had been fixed on the 
south There the jaghire which 
his father acquired in Mysoi'C 
was held by a younger brother uiidci' the nominal supremacy of Bejfqioov. 
It properly fot mod part of Sevajee’s patrimony, and he determined to oh tain 
it either in virtno of liis legal claim or by compulsion. The distance, however, 
was too great to allow him to set out for it without taking ])reeantious 'I'he 
territory of the King of Golconda partly intervened, and in order nob to h'ave 
his rear exjiosed it was necessary to come to an under.s tan ding with him Thi.s 
was not difficult, as they agreed in regarding the King of Bc-japoor and the 
Mogul emperor as common enemies After making overiutes, which wore 
favonrahl^m'eceived, Sevajec set out at the head of 30,000 horse and 40,000 foot. 
On the way he halted at Golconda, and concluded an alliaueo by which, in 
return for defence against a Mogul or Bejapoor inva.sion, a train of artillery, 
and a .subsidy in money, he agreed to sluu'c with the king all the tcrrif.ory he 
should conquer beyond his fatlier’.s jaghire. Continuing his route, lie crossed 
the Tooiigabndra, at Knrnool, proceeded south-ca,st to Cuddapah, then pas,scd 

- > The Jtheai-nt KUumh, ot Tower of Tiotory, wfta caoU of the four facen is (it i.ho bass 3B ft. in length, 
eraoted in 1430, to (■ommomoi.-itc a victory over the There are nine etonoa, and on the Summit is a cupola, 
oombined armies of Malwah and Gujerat by Rana Tlio whole is one mass of tlio most elaborate smilpturo, 
Klmiribo, who reigned in Kerwar, 1418-08. Itstaiidb B™otttod in white marbio, and ropresenting various 
on a terrace 42 ft. sijuare; itisl72ft,in height; and snbjectsof lUndoomythOlogy—Thoruttm,(?«r Intlia 
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close to Madi’as, and finally turning south-west, presented himself Lefore the ad kko. 
strong fort of Gingee, belonging to Bejapoor. ITe could not have taken it by 
force; but had previoiisly made secure of it by hribing its coiniaauder. The 
heavy part of liis arinjr left behind succeeded in capturing Vellore. Cln arriving 
at his father's jaghire, his brother refused to resign it; hut ultimately, after he, 
had taken forcible pos.session, he entered into an arrangement 1iy which he 
restored it to his brother on condition of recedving half the revenue. 

Tiie alliance rvdth Golcojida had been .sliort-lived; for the king^ shortly after 

. , , * 111 (lokimiUi 

SovajeeH de])ai‘ture, avrauged with tl»e Moguls, uml coiiseqAiently forieitod amukj.i- 
all claim to any share in the concpicsfcs which had been made. The immediate 
inducement to abandon the alliance Avas an invasion of Goleonda ly the Moguls 
under a celebrated leader of the name of Bilir Khan. This chief, after his 
attack (.111 Goleonda, entered the territory of Bejapoor, and, though his Ibrcc 
was small, so dexterously availed himself of internal dissensions that he Avas 
able to lay siege to the capital itself In this extremity, the King of Bijapoor 
cai'Jicstly applied for assistance to SeA'ajoe, avIio was advancing for this purjinse 
Avhen he was a.stoiiished to learn that his son Sainbajee had deseited to the 
Moguls, His father had imprisoned him in a liill-fort for gross mise(.indnet, and 
the youth having made bis escape fled to Dilir, Avho receded him Avitli open 
arms, NotAvithstandhig this domestic calauiit 3 ^, yinaijee continued his exertions 
AV’itli so much vigour that all Bilir Khan’s c/forts avctc hafllecl, and Bejapoor 
was saved. As the price of this service, yevajec obtained a large accession of 
territory, all the Bejapoor districts between the Tooiigahudra and the Kisina 
licuig ceded to liiin. 

Amid all these successes, Sevajee was seiiied witli an illness Avliich carried <>f 

* . . Kevigeto 

him off on the 5ih of A[)ril, IGSO. In the course of nature, he might still Lave 
had a considerable career to run, as he had only attained liis fifty-third year; 
but lie had lived long enough to produce great ])oliiical changes, and Lecorae 
the founder of an em](ire. Originally little better than a marauding adAxaitiu-er, 
he displayed wonderful sagacity in profiting by every opening tliat ]ireseuted 
itself; and when brought face to face AAuth the most poAAmrfnl monarch of the 
Hast, not only maintained an etpal contest hut often gained decided advantages. 

When Aurimgzche entered upon his Mahometan erusado, ScAmjee met him cm 
Ids own ground; and taking .Hindooism under his protection, gave it once more 
a uatioual ascendency. It is not to he denied, that in imrsuing his objects he 
was nnscrupAdous, and committed several atrocions crimes; hut it may be 
pleaded for him in mitigation, tliat his enemies wore in the,se respects still Avorse 
than himself, and that Avhile their crimes were often the effect of mere bar- 
bai'ism delighting in deeds of blood for their own sake, he wa.s never Avantonl}' 
cruel, and threw honour and humanity aside only when he imagined, of course 
erroncou.sly, that sound policy requmed it. 

Shmbajoe Avas a very different man from ln.s father, and possessed none of 
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Ills good (j^viaLiIjIe.s except courage. While a jucic yoriili lii' had bocorae a einn- 
])lefce dchaucliee, aud. when hy Ids misconduct, he liad subjected hiinM(‘Jf to con- 
iitieini'nb, ,so little was his patriotism tliat tlio dust use ho made of Ids reco'i'ured 
frcpiloin was to desert to the enemy lie had again leturned to his conntiy, hut, 
so far frona havdng recovered his fathers good giaccs, was a piisoner in tlie loit 
of Panalla when his father died As might liaA'e been expccti'd in these ciicnm- 
stances, sonic domin’was made to Ids acces.sion, tliough he was th(' eldo.st .son, 
and a party was formed witli the view of ])iacing’ a si'cmid .son, Rajah Ram, a 
boy of ten years old, on tlie throne d’his ]>arty eiideavonred to conceal tlie 
news of Jdi'vajee’s death; but Samliaji <‘ got immediate notice of it, and wms at 
once acknowledged by the garrison of tin' foit What had previously been a 
])ri,sou was tims converted into a stronghold, wbeie he remained secuie till the 
]iarty opposed to him hrokc down , and he entered Ityegliur, the eapital, as 
uudLsputed sovereign 

His dust acts justified the opposition whieh liad been made to him, Si'va- 
jees widow, the mother of Ram Sing, was put to death, Ram Sing hiinself was 
imprisoned, .several Rrahmins of his party wi're thrown into eliain.s, and such 
of his enemies as helonged to other eastos were bidieadcd The disaffection thus 
produced ivas greatly inercasod hy harsh ircaiiueui of his father’s ininister.s, 
while, he gave himself up to the guidance of a worthless favourite of the name 
of Oalusha, wlm pandered to his vices 

The first hostilities in whieh Samhajee engaged toriuinated to his di.sadvan- 
tage The island of Jinji'C'ra, situa(,ed on the west coast of India, a little south 
of Bomhay, had long been possessed by the Tlubsee.s or Siddees, eliieis of Aby.s- 
.sinian origin, who held it oJ'Bejapoor on the condition of maintaining a lieet for 
the protection of commerce, and the safe eonveyance of jhlgrinis to Mecca. The 
island was ,strongly fortified; and the Skldee.s liaving tlie command at .sea, were 
able when a (tacked to offer a very formiilable re,si,stance. The proximity of the 
island to the Mahratta cajiital would have made it a nio,st de.sirable pos,se.ssioii 
to that power, as it contribute.s to form one of the host harbours on tlu' Indian 
coast; and inauy were the attempts which Sevajee had made to become ma.sti'r 
of it He was always unsuccessful; and while making large coiu[ueHts in other 
quarters, liad l,he mortification of seeing all lii.s cffoi'ts baffled wliencvor he 
directed tlieni again,st this little spot. Samhajee flattered hiinself that he would 
he more fortunate, and no sooner felt firmly seated than he resolved tA com¬ 
mence the .siege of Jiujeera One of his operations was to connect the island 
with tlie mainland liy a luoimd, and effect thi' capture by means .similar to 
those which Alexander the Great used when ho took the city of Tyre, He 
proved no Alexander; and after being compelled to I'aise the siege, wa,s enr,'iged 
beyond measure on seeing the Siddees plundering his villages, and learning Unit 
they had defeated his fleet at .sea. In the midst of his wratli he wonlJ willingly 
have fixed the blame on any but himself; and on the pretence that they had 



CiiAr, IV.J 


liEION OL’ AUEUNGZliBJi 


303 


assisted liis enemies, made war on the Portuguese, and was with difficulty ad icbi 
restrained from attaelcing tiie English also 

A more formidalile enemy than citlier iinniediatel}' appeared, and gave him Wm iietween 
full employment. In tlie Deccan, tlio character of the new Mahratta sovereign .md jcui 
had soon become manifest; and the strict discipline which Sevajee had main- 
tained rapidly disajipeared through tlie idlene.ss and dehauchery of his son. 

He had left vast treasures, hut these were soon squandered, and the attempt 
to replace them hy increasing the land revenue spread general disaffection. 
Aurungzebe, jicrfectly informed a.s to the change which had taken place, had 
no sooner (pielled the insurrection of the RajjaJots than he began his march 
southwards with the avowed purjiose of making a final comjuest of the Deccan 
His arni}^ wa.s so numerous and well equipped that he never contemplated the- 
po.ssiliility of faiku-e, ami therefore disdained to strengtlicn himself forming 
any aliiance with Beiapoor and Golconda This overweening confidence was 
his first great fault; another, wdiich looks like infatuation, was the announce¬ 
ment of his determination rigidly to exact the Even his military talents 

appear to have forsaken him, for he began the campaign without any properly 
concerted plan. While making a long halt at Eoorhanpoor, on the TapLee, he 
scut off two largo detachments—one under Prince Azim to reduce some hill- 
forts of the Ghauts, and the other uud('v Prince iloazzim to overrun the Concivn 
and penetrate to the south of the llahratta coiintr}". Azim was partially suc- 
ces.sful, though more by bribery than prowess. Moazzim threaded his way 
through the thickets of the Deccan without ])cing oirimsed; and yet, when ho 

. ^ • • % . 1 * T* pobitirm of 

arrived in the vicrmty of Goa,, it was only to find himself in a worse condition thefonnei 
tkaii if he had sustained a signal defeat. Almost all his horses and cattle had 
perished under the hardships of the march and the want of forage, and even 
the men were beginning to suffer from scarcity. Samhajee, in the ineinitlmc, 
was not idle While he occupied the passes through tlie Ghauts, his cruisers 
were scouring the sea, and ca})tiu’ing the Mogul ves.sel.s wldch were endeavour¬ 
ing to land provi.sions on the coasts. With the greatest difRculty Moazzim 
reached the country above tlie Ghauts with an army almost disorganized, and 
spent tlie rainy season near Mceruj, where his ranks were again dreadfully 
tliinned hy an epidemic. 

When the campaign was resumed, Amningzebe. advanced in pei'son to Aunuigzote 
Ahinednuggur, while Azim and Moazzim were ordered to enter Bejapoor from neccau 
opposite directions. Sambfijee immediately saw his advantage, and, as.sembling 
a body of horse in the north of the Concan, placed himself suddenly in Aurimg- 
zehe's rear. Sacked and burned the city of Boorhanpoor, and waa again back in 
the Concan, leaving the whole country in a blaze. In Bejapoor the campaign 
was equally disastrous, neither Cif the royal princas po.ssessing sufficient strength 
to make head against the forces opposed to them; and, though botli received 
reinforcements, no advantage whatever was gauied, except the capture of Simla- 
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])oor. To tliis [)laee AurungnelK' adv.iiiced wiili liis army 'I'liis movomoiit lur- 
nishofl Saiubajeo with the o])])ortiimfcy ormakiiio- aiiotlK'r plundering e.veinsion, 
iliirino- wliieh he (h'va^lated ])aii of (diijevat and plundered the eiL^^ of Haroiiuh 
About this time ho had entered into an aUianLewlth the JCingof (loleomhi, who 
was tlu'retVn-e now regarded as an enemy of the Aloguls, and his kingdom invaded 
by Aurungzehe Tlio army, eommaiided liy Prince Moaz/im, made little jirogiess 
till tlie commander-in-ehie,f, a fana.tie Mussulman, vvdio was oll'ended at llu' intlu- 
enee possessed by a ihahmin, turned traitor and deserti'd, carrying the gie.iter 
[lart of his troops along with him Jtesistance was nnvvvain; and, while the king 
took ri'fnge in the fort ot tloloonda, Itjnlerahad, his eujiltal, was seized and saelced 
Having been iTiliieed to ilii' necessity of aeei'ptiiig wdiaievor terms weie olfeied to 
him, the Moguls hdt him eHeetiially eriiipled, and next Lnrneil tlieiraims against 
Bejapoor. 'The siege of the capital was immi'diately commenced by Aurnngzebo 
m person It was sueeessfiil, and the ISeja.poor moniirehy ceased to exist The 
splendour to whteh the capital had attained is still attest.ed by its ruin-- Annuig- 
zehu having thus sueeceiled probably biyond his ex]H'etatlons appears to have 
repented of his letueney in having left tin* King of Uolconda even a shadow 
of indepeudeneo. Little ditllculty was found in devising a preti'Xt for breaking 
the peace, and the whole territory was spei'dily overrun 'J’he king, AI ml Hasan, 
shut up in his fort, shook oft’ the eft’eiuinaey for which he had previously hei'n 
notorious, and defended himself sneeessfnlly for seven months. Treachery at 
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last again did its work, and the Golcoiida monarchy also wms extinguished in 
T.()87. The Mogul empire now reached its utmost limlt.s in tla^ soulli The, 
kingdoms of Ahmediiuggur, Bejapoor, and Goleomla, were rormall}’' hieoi'iioratcd 
with it, and oven a considera,blo portion of the Mysore, and more esjiceially that 
part which had formed Shalijee's jagliirc, was held at least by military oeeupa- 
iion, Vencajee, whom Sevajec had lel't in possession of the jaghite, was obliged 
to confine himself to Tanjore; and any other Malirattaa who had made ac'(][ni,si- 
tioiis in the same quarter, were di’iven from the open country and found no 
safety beyond the precincts of their hill-forts. 
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While Aui’ungzel)c wns thus ptirsuing hib victorious career, Saiiibaiee seemed ad lesi 
to be almost forgottei^ Under tlie guidance of the dcspicaLle Caiuslia, lie had 
been pursuing a shameless course of th-unkeuncss and debauchery The svliole 
of the open country belonging to the Mahrattas Avas in conseipience overrun, 
and a systematic attempt was about to be made on the forts, when a still mure 
important ohject was gained by the capture of Sambajee himself Tie was samiuie' 
living in security at a favourite pleasure liouso in the Conean, when Tokarrab soi!,Tai'ui 
IGian, the Mogul officer at Kolapoor, acting on a plan which is said to have 
originated with Aiirungzebe himself, set off with a small body of troops, crossed 
the (Jhauts, and, after a journey of nearly sixtj'- miles, made his .sudden appear¬ 
ance Aji ahinn was immediately spread, and escape was still practicable, but 
Sambajee Avas in such a .state of intoxication as to he miablo to attempt it, ami 
Avas carried off in triumph, together Avith Cahrsha, to the Mogul head-cpiarters 
Auruugzebe, deeming it possible to use him as a tool, offered Iiiin his life on 
condition of turning Mu.ssulman; but be rejected the offer Avith scorn, and spoke iMiimmisij 

p Ti T 1 • • 1 *11 ex.cjcuti5fl 

ot JvLaliometamsin iii such coiiLemptuous terms that an oruinaiy death was 
deemed an insufFieient puni.slimeut, and he was subjected to horrid barbarities 
before being beheaded. 

Tbi.s execution, Avbich took place in August, 1689, spread universal indigna¬ 
tion among the Mahrattas. Sambajee’s Avortlde.ss character Avas overlooked, 
and the heroism Aviih Avhicli he had courted death sooner than abjure hi,s faith, 
made him ho regarded .somewhat iu the light of a martyr The principal chiefs, 
iimuediaiely on receiving tidings of his death, assembled at Eyeghur, and 
acknoAvledged his infant son, Sabo, as rajah. Eajah Earn, Sambajee’s brother, saim, las 
Avas appointed regent The task thus assigned him Ava.s extremely difficult, 
Aurungzehe iu per.sou Avas at the head of an overwhelming hjrce, and it seemed 
a.s if the Mahrattas, more e.spcciall}’' after the capital, and Avith it the young 
rajah him.self, fell into his hands, would have no alternative Imt to throAV them¬ 
selves on the victor's mercy. Tu this extremity Eajah Earn fled to the .strong 
fortress of Gingee, in the Carnatic, after [iiitting the forts of the Deccan in a 
good state of defence, and ordering the troops to disperse in their village.s and 
Avait for better times. The leading chiefs, whose lands might have been for¬ 
feited, made no scruple of making a feigned submission to the Mogul, Avliile 
they still kept up an understanding Avith then- coniitrjuuen, and watched for 
the first opportunity of joining anj' rebellion AAdiich promised to bo successful 

The .subjugation of the Deccan being apparently complete, Aurimgzobe Maimittiv 
despatched a general of the name of Zulfikar Khtm to reduce Gingee. Eajah 
' Earn, Avho had now begun to govern in lii.s oavii name in consequence of the 
captivity of hi.s nepheAv, prepared for a Adgoron.s defence; and Zulfikar IQian 
ha(i no sooner reconnoitred the place thaji he saw that Bucce.ss Avas hopeless 
Avithout strong reinforcements. While applying for these, he sent part of his 
army into Tanjore and other southern conntrie.s to levy contributions They 
VoL, I. 39 
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wci'e tlius employed when hlioy received an urgcnL recall Hio WahraiLas, who 
had never entirely <lGsifitod IVoin their guerilla warlaru, had becniue eiiiholdeiied 
1 )y partial siTCCCHRe.s, aud rvcrc mri.steriiig strong in various (|uar(ej's tSeurcely 
any district in the Deccan was soouro ■from their incursions ; and wh('ni‘vi,‘r tlic 
cltouf was withheld, nothing was to he .seen liut fire ;nul devastation J’wo Mah- 
ratla, l('ad(n's, Santajee tlorpara and Danajee ila<lu, parlicularly distinguished 
themselves lly ijitei’cepting convoy.s, and atiacking isolated detacliiinsits, tliey 
spread such general alarm that Aurnngzche felt tlu' necessity of endeavouring, 
by deci.sive measuro,s, to revive the spirit of his troops, ZidJikar Ivliaii was still 
before Gingco, and unable to make any progre.sH beeause tin; reinfoi'eeinent.s 
which he required liad heen witldield When they were at last despatched, 
Anrungzebe gave the ehii'f command to his son Oamhak.sli, hut at the same 
lime, adlieriiig to his ,sus[)icion.s .sy.stcm, eontrolh'd his opi'rations hy setiding 
along Avith him Assad Iviian, Zidlikar llhan's I'atlu'r. As might have been 
expected, all parties were dissatislicsl wi(h tlii.s arj'angenieni ('ainbiiksii eom- 
plainud tliat, Avhilo lie liori' bli(> respon.sibility, the authority whieli he jio.ssessed 
was only iiominal; Assad llhan and his ,soji, on the othi'r hand, eomplainei.l with 
equal reason that, while the Inudeu of conducLbig the war lay on them, all the 
fame rvluch might he aeipiired was reserved for another. 

While the leader.s were thus at variance, the comliiuod o])c,‘rations necessary 
to insure suceess could not he adopteil • It i.s (jven said that Zullikar Khun 
carried his rc.seutinent ,so far as to enter into trea.sonuble corres])ondence with 
the enemy, and Furnisli them with intelligeuee which enabled them to frustrate 
all the efforts of the be.siegei-.s No wonder that, in such circnmstanci's, the siege 
was protracted for years. Meanwhile Santajee and Danajee, the two leader.s 
above mentioned, weri' not idle. Their parbizuns were spread over the whole 
country, and tlrey cordd, on the .sliorb’st notice, gatlrcr thousands around their 
.standai’d. Thus feeling- their str-ength, they re.solved to rnaki' a great effort for 
the relief of Gingce. The force providr'd for this purpose amounted to 20,0(10 
elio.son horse. It was commanded by Santajee, who eame upon tlie. hesii'gcrs .so 
suddenly that one of their divisions rvas eumpletcly .surprisisl. An attcnqit to 
check liis progro.ss only led to a second overthrow, and the Moguls, cut off 
from their sujipUu.s and confined within their iutrcuclimouts, hccamc, instead of 
besieger,s, bi'.siogod. They adopted the brat cour.se which remained to them in 
the cirouinstancc.s, and made an arrangeiuent Avhicli allowed tlicm to retire to 
Wandivash, about twenty miles distant. 

During the greater part of the siege, Aurungzebo ha,d remained in pemianont 
cantonmouta near Piuiclei'poor, on the Bceina,, Imt on hearing of this disgraee, 
advanced to Bojapoor. AVhile strongly condemning the conduct of Ihs generals, 
he inconsistently confoi-rcd the sole comniand on Zullikar Khan, the only one 
who was truly to blanu;, After a number oi‘ deaultory operations, the siege was 
resumed, and again began to lingoTtiU Zulfilrar Khan, aware that Aunnigzobe’a 
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suspicions ’^vurc ai-onscd, saw the necessily of uo longer dallj'ing Accordingly, \ d itoo 
after allowing Ilajali Earn to escape, lie carried on Ids operations in earnest, and 
soon niado hiinseif mastor of the place. 

Tins success was partly owing- to internal dissension,s winch had hroken out ’'(.amti.i 
among the Malirabtas, Danajcc and )Sa,iifcajee, after acting in concert, laid given 
way to feelings of mutual jealousy, and come to an open ru]itm-e Santajee, as 
tlie stricter discij)linarian of the two, was the less pojnilar; and, after an attempt 
to maintain hi.s position, found his party so weakened that lie had no alternative 
hut flight. He was pursued, overtaken, and, noLwitlistanding all his services, 
remoiselcssly put to death. At this time Eajali Earn liad taken up his residence 
in Sattarah, where he liad not only .succeeded in again organizing the government, 
but soon found Iduisulf so strong as to bo able to take the field at the head of 
the largc.st army which the Malirattas had ever raised. Proceeding northward 
he crossed tlie Godavery, levying the chout, and when it was refused, .spreading 
devastation as far a.s Jaulua, forty miles east of Aurungahad. Here his progress 
wa,s checked hj^ a Hogul detachment, headed by liis old opponent Zulfikar Khan, 
wlio pressed closely upon hi.s track, and inflicted upon him several defeats These, 
however, were soon repaired, and the Malirattas only dispersed for the time, to 
re-apiiear in another cpiarter as strong as ever On. the whole, tliercfovo, the 
Moguls, even when they gained a victory, wore seldom ]icrniibted to reap the 
fruits of it, ami lienee were gradually becoming more iiiid move exhamsted and 
dispirited 

Aurnngzehe could not .sliut liis eves to the difHoiilties of his po.sition ; and 

, Satt.iuili. 

tliongli now far advanced in life, gave proof of indomitable energy in the efforts 
which he made to improve it. Quitting his cantonments on the Beema, he 
suddenly apjicared before Sattarah, which was taken in April, 1700, after a 
desperate defoiico, wJiicli protracted tlie siege for several months. AVliile it was 
Ciiriietl on, Eajali Earn Inul died, and been .succeeded by a minor son under the 
regency of his mother, Tara Bai. It is not improbable tliat thi.s event favoured 
the Moguls, as, in the cour,se of a few years, all the principal forts of the Mali¬ 
rattas were wrested from tliom The war, however, still continued, and Avith 
every neAv .succe.ss gained by Auruiigzeho, seemed rather to enlarge its .sphere. 

Under the Mahratta .system of dcAnistation, the whole Deccan was commrted into 
a desert, and districts which had previously escaped were tlirawn into consterna¬ 
tion by their incursions. Malwah was almost overrun, and no ])art of Gujerai 
felt secure. Even the forts, in the capture of which the Moguls had spent so 
much time and treasure, and lo.st so many live,s, could not he retained, and 
began to fall, one by one, into the hands of them fonner possessors. 

To meet the dangers -which thus environed him, all the energy which Annm-?- 
Aunuigzehe possessed in the most vigorous period of lus Me would .scarcely have ouiuob. 
sufficed, and this energy rvas now forsaking him, Borne down by the weight 
of jQfivH lie longed for repose, and was not unwilling to have purchased it by 
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setting the Rnjiih yahn at libwty, and even siibmittijig to pay an aimiial 
}>eieentiige on the rcvemio of the Doeeaii d'lio Mahratta.s li.steiu'd to liis ovei- 
tiiios, hut, conscious of their advantage,s, hecame .so oxuibitant in their doniaiids 
that all attempts at negotiation failed, and Aurimgzebo, threatened on every 
,sid(‘, was compell<'(l to retreat lie reached Ahiuednuggur alter a .seiie.s oi' 
dhsfusteis and nai'row per,serial esea{ie,s Here his liealth gave wuiy, and it .soon 
liecanie apparent that Iris end wa.s ap[)roaching Thu.s brought face to liiei' 
with the last enemy, he cowered before him, and trembled undei’ both leal and 
imaginary terror,s None of hi-i criuuvs ,seem,s to have filled him wdth so iiuieli 
remorse as the dethruiuaueiit of liis father. He feared that the same measure 
was about to 1)0 meted out to ImiLself, and hence .saw hi,s worst emaule.s in his 
own .sons A suggestion by Piinec Moazzim to make arrangements for tlic 
fntuie was iuteipri'led into a wl.sh to phiek the crown from his head before ho 
had eoased (o woai it; and when a Icttei from I’l ineo Aulm was leail, re(piesting 
pis-mission io couu' to Ahmeduuggur beean.se bis bcalbl) was .sulleruig at tjujeral, 
ho evchuim'd, “That is exactly the pretext I used to Shah Jehan in l)i.s ilhies-,.” 
Nothing, iiuh'ed, eouhl he more melaneholy than Aurnngzelie’.s di'iilli-hcd, A 
letter dictated to Aziin in hLs last moments givc.s uttoniuce to his reiuoise ami 
terror, and couelndes thus;—“Come what may, 1 have launched my ves.se) on 
the waves Farewell! farewell! farewell'" Another letter to Prliiee Camhak.sh, 
his youngest .son, is in the same .spirit—“Wherever 1 look I ,sco nothing hut tin* 
Divinity. . . T have committed uumeroii.s crimes, and 1 know nut with what 
punishments 1 may he .seized . . The agonies of diaith come upon me fast” 

It was so; and on Hist 
Felu'uary, 1707, Auning- 
zt‘be expired, in th(‘ 
eighty ninth yoiir of hi.s 
age and the liftiethof his 
reign Aftei' liis di'ath 
a doenment of the nature 
of a will was found under 
lii.s pillow, giving the 
northern and ea.sLorji pro 
viuci'.s of the emi)ire, witli 
tlu) title of einpi'i’or, and 
the capital, Delhi, to 
M oaz/im — tlu' .south- 
we,st,fmd south, including 
the northern i)art oi' tlm 
Dcocau, with Agra a.s a capital, to Azim—and the kingdoms (A Colconda and 
Bejapoor to Camhak,sh The extent to which these arrangemente were eawied 
oixt, and the results, will afterwards he seen. 
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CHAPTEli V, 


liosnmption of tho lii^iboiy of the East India Company—Xcw guieral chaitor by CIkiiIc ‘5 II.—Con- 
Btitutional (piegtion lait^ed by the Companypiocepdings—Grant of tho island of Bombay. 


HE reigns, of the J\Iog-ul eiii|)eriir.s, .Shall Jelian aiifl Auniiigzche, \d iws 
tdgctlx'v with the rise and progress of the JMahrattas, are so 
closely interwoven that it was necessary to link them together 
in a eontlnuous uan-ativc. In this way man}'' years of the 
history of the London East India Couipfuiy have been left 
behind It will now he proper, tliei'efore, to retrace onr stcyis and return to 
tho period of OromwelIs death, which took place in lGd8, the very same year 
iu which Shah Jehau ceased to reign The eileels, direct or indirect, which 
hoth events produced in regard to the Com[>any must now be deiiiiled. 

After Cromwell, on the rocouimendation of his council of state, had decided Eir«tc,i 
that tlie trade to the East Indies should in future be carried on by one joint 'ijuiaubuii 
stock, the Company now united with the body designated sometime,s as A,ssada 
Moreliants, and sometime,s as Merchant Adventurers, raised the large suh,scrip- ‘■=“‘'■"15“ 
Lion of b7SG,000, and despatched five .ships, three of them con.signed to Surat, 

Persia, ami Eantam, one to Eort .St. (leorge, or ilackas, and one to Bengal. 

The civil war which the contemling claims of the sons of .Shah Jehau had 
produced iu India had a most injuriou.s olfeet on trade At Surat iu particular 
the operations of the Company wore almost entirely suspended, and the 
president and couueil ivere greatly perjilexed as to the course which they 
ought to punsue; because, as they th(‘m.selve.s expressed it. “it was equally 
dangerous to solicit or to accept of protection, it being imiio.ssible, to foresee who 
miglit ultimately bo the Mogul.” In England .similar results were occasioned 
hy the uncertainty which }jrevailed while the protectorate, feebly and almo.st 
reluctantly continued by llicbard Cromwell, was gradually supplanted by tbe 
rc-c'sta blishmeut of monarchical iimtitution.s under Charle.s II. Huriiig ihi.s 
anxioirs interval the .servants of the Co7n{ian)' abroad wo5‘e left very much 
to iheb' own cli.scretlou. Wheix the homeward bound ve,ssel.s Were a.bout to 
retinal, tho council of Surat, after consnllation with the different eajiiains, 
endeavoured to provide for all contingeTicie.s by entering into .an arrangement 
by wlneb the captams agreed tq sail as a fleet, and bound themselves under 
a penalty of £G000 each to keep together as far as practicable, On arriving 
at St. Helena, which had now become the Company’s principal intermediate 
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sLiiLiou b(itwc£!U Europe aiul liitli.i, ili<‘3’ were Lo wait (or iiiLelligence Ckuu 
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jiarent froni the po¬ 
litical state' ol'India, as well as j'roni tlic prcpouelerating hdlueuee of the Duls'li, 
tliat without fortilu'atlons, and tin; absolute control of tbeiu, it would bo liii 
jiosslble to place the trade' on a secure and lasting feenudiiLiou. Aecetidiugly we* 
find the presidency of Hurat, in aeciordance with instructions received from heinie, 
exaiuiiiuig the west coast of the Indian peninsula, in orelur to eliscover soiue 
station which, streing by nature, might lie niaelc still .sti'ongor hy art, so as tei alibi el 
a aecuvo asyhun, anel recoramenelmg feir this purpewe dill'ureut stations which the' 
King of Peu'tng.vl might hi'induced to ceele' It is ratiic'r re'iuarkable that one 
of these was Beuuliay, which was shortly after to become the propeity of the 
British crown as part of the deiwiy of the Povtngae.se' infanta 1 )n the f'ore)- 
manelol coast the same ne(!o.ssity CeU' strong fovtilieaiion was fi'lt, in consee[ue‘nc'e 
of the alarm which had been ('xcite'd by the lu'ar ap[>i'e)ach of Sevajee tei Madr.ts 
when he was marching to his southern conqiu'sts, In the Pensiein CluH', where* 
the .share of tlu'* enstoins of Gomheroon .still formcel a vahudilo hrancli eif the 


Cloiupany’.s revenue, the Persian goverumeut luiel given ,so many indicatiem.s of 
Pioiwbfflt hostility that it was seriously pro]losoel to negotiate the occupation of Muscat 
of siiuitrU III wouJd {ilmost .scorn that ‘in ])roi}Osing tluH oeoupation soiuo ohjocts ot a 

([ue.stionalile, if not piratical nature were contem])late'd; fur among the indne'e- 
nieuts mentioned by the Idnrat presidency are not niercdy the beneficial effect 
it might have on their coast trade on the Avest of India, but the facility it would 
give “ to seize in retaliation on the Malabu.r junks” In Peugal, notwithstanding 
various acts of oppression by the governor, the hopeful character of the trirde— 
which seemed capable of being increased to any estent, and rendered peculiarly 
valuable on account of the fine ipialities of the goods, particularly saltiietrc, rav- 
silk, taffetas, and other manufactures—made a fortified .station particularl}'- 
desii’ahle; but it could not be obtained voluntarily, and the Mogul government 
stiU seemed so .strong that the idea of attempting to gain it by force Avould, 
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if imy liiid boon bold enough to proi)osc it, have been acemted at once as 
iinpi'aeticiible and monstrous. 

The restoration of Charlc.s IT,, in KiCO, had at first a decidedly favourable 
iiifliKHiee on the iiitere.sts of tlie Company. Amicable relations were at once 
re-establislied with Spain; the bonds of friendship witli Portugal were ebawn 
closer by rojnd atlinity; and the SLak's-geueral, while eongratulating the king 
on hi.s return, not only propo,sed a renewal of friendship, but gave a pledge of 
their sincerity by ordering the immediate cession of the Maud of Polarooii to 
the Loudon East India Company. In regard to this cession it must, however, 
lie added, that the Dutcli governor of liatavia, to whom the order was issued, 
postponed it for several j’ear.s under viulons pretexts, and at last obe 3 ^cd it only 
in the lettej’, while he gro.ssly violated it in .spirit by [ireviousty destrojdng all 
the spiee tree.s, so as to render the pos.se.ssiori worthlo.ss. Home of the other 
benefits which the Company owed to the Restoi’ation wore of a more substantial 
nature. The first of these to which it Ls iiece.ssaiy to attend was a new crown 
cliarter. 

This deed, dated 3d April, proceeds upon the following preamble:—'■ Whereas 
onr well-beloved .subjects, the Governor and Compauj' of Merchant.s trading 
into the East Indies, have been of long time a corporation to the honour and 
profit of this nation, and have enjoju'd and do enjoy divers iirivileges and 
iiiiiuunities bji" force of sevei'i'il letteis-]latent and charters heretofore granted to 
them by our late royal progenitors Queen Elizabeth aiul King James of bles.sed 
meuioiy: And \vh,eroas we are given to understand that of late divers disorders 
and iucouvcnicnee.s have been committed as well by our own subjects a.s 
'roi'eigiier.s, to the great prejudice of the said Companj', and interruption of their 
trade, whcj’eupon they have humbly besought ns to grant and confirm their 
said charters, with some alterations and additions, tending to the benefit and 
advancenieiit of their trade and trafilck.” As it would bo siiperflnons to give 
anj’ analysis of the contents of this char Lor, in so far as it merely repeats and 
confirms those previously granted, it is nocessaiy ordy to attend to the alterations 
and ad(btion,s, several of which are very important. 

In regard to diu’ation no change is made, the onlj' limit to perpetuity Voing, 
a,s fieforc, a three years’ notice; but an alteration atfecting the veiy constitution 
of the Conipaiy is produced by a clause which, abolishing the right 'Which every 
member had hitherto enjoyed of giving one and no more than one vote, provides 
that in future “every person shall have a uniuber of votes according to bis 
stock, that is to say, for every T500 by liim subscribed or brought into the 
present stock, one vote;” and that “any of those that liave subscribed or 
lu'ought less than £500 may give their raspoctivo sums to make up £500, and 
have one \mte jointly for the same.” 

By another series of still more important clauses the strictly mercantile 
character of the Company was revolutionized, and full provision made for the 
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largo oxoro.iso of jiiiliciiil :unl oven ])olifcic-al rimoliniis. ''I’lnis “all plantations, 
forts, f()rtifioatit)ns, faotories, or oolotiio.s, whore the saiil tloinpan}’s ra(’tori('s 
and trade are, oi- shall ho in tlic East Indio.s, .shah ho iinuiodiatoly and (i’oui 
lu'iioofoi'th under the power and conimaud of the said governor and Coni])any,” 
Avith “hdl power and authority to appoint and cstahlish govcnioi.s, and all 
other officer,s to govern them” d'he extent ot the .authority thu.s eoidc'rred is 
explained l.iy its huiiig- added, that in each I'aetory or ]ilace oi‘ liaule the garveruor 
and his council “may have jrower to jialge all poisons helonging to the .said 
governor and (Joiiijrany, or tirat shall live under them, in all eau.se.s wlu'ther civil 
or criminal, according to the law.s of this kingiloni, and to exeente judgment 
accordingly.'’ As there might he tiietories whei’c there were no governor' and 
couireil, the chief factor and Iris (‘ortncil in such placo.s were emjiowi'ved, when 
any crime or mi.sdemeanoiii' was eonrmitted, “to trail,srnit the party, together 
Avitii the oifenee, to such othi'i- plantation, factory, or fort, where there is a 
governor and council, wliere justice may he I'xeeut.ed, or hd,o tliis kingdom of 
England, as shall he thought most convenient.” (Ine ca,n hardly hel[) reuuu'kiiig 
how Ytii'y absolute tlre.sr* powers are. and liow very liable they must have heen 
to abuse. One of the mo.st freipicnt forms of alleged inisdeineanour must have 
been the invasion of the Company’s exclusive privili'giss. In all such cases, the 
Company Avere- the complaining ]-)artios; and lieucc, in violation of all recognized 
rules of judicial procmlure—at least under governments not actually rh'.spotic— 
they were in -firct constituted judges in their own r'ausc. 

’’[’he iirilitai'y and political privilege.s conferred are, if possihle, still more amph'. 
They include “free liberty and license for the said governor and fjonijuiny, in 
case they conceive it neco.ssary to .send either ships of war, mou, or ammnui-- 
tiorr into any their faetorios, or otluu' place's of theii' trade in the, said East 
Indies, for the secui'ity and defence of the ,sam(>; and to ehoo.se eommander.s and 
officers over them, and to give them power and authority by eommi.s.sions umler 
their common .seal or otherwise, to conllnue or make ])eaee or war wi(h any 
prince or jreople that are not (Jhri.stiams in any jilaees of their ti-ade, oi' .shall lie 
most for the advantage and benefit of the said govi'rtror' and Company and of 
their trade; and also to right and rcoompence themselve.s njmn the goods, esLati', 
or people of these pai'ts, by whom tire said govei'uor and Company may sn.stain 
any injury, los.s, or damage, nr upon any other- iioojrle Avhatsoever that Hludl any 
Avay.s interrupt, wrong, or injure them iu their said trade witliiu tire said plaee.s, 
te.rriturie.s, and limits” Authority, moreoA'er, i.s given “to e.rect and build such 
castle,s, fortification.s, fm-Ls, garrison.s, colon'Le.s or jrlanbatious at St. Helena, as 
also elsowhore” within their-limits ami horimls of trade, “a,s they hi their disciv- 
tiona shall think fit and reeprisite; and for- the supplying of .such as .shall he 
requisite to keep and be hr the same, to .send out of this kingdom ter the said 
castles,” &c., “all bind of elofhing, provision of victuals, anmrunition, and ini])le- 
inents necessary for sneh ])nrpose, Anthoub paying of any custom, Kuh,sidy, oi' 
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othcL’ duty for the aamo; as also to transport and carryover .such nuinher of ad icon 
men, l^eing willing thereunto, as they shall think lit.” 

The invasion of the exclusive privileges of the cliaiicr by iuilicen.secl traders tii.'B nppic. 
had occupied too much of the attention of the Coin]iany, and liad too (jften lieen 
the subject of petition and complaint to the crown, to allow it to be overlooked. 
iS(iveral minute and stringent clause,s are accordingly devoted to it. Thus “ full 
power and lawful authority” is given “to .seize upon the pcrson.s of all such 
English, or any other our subjects in the siiid East Indies, which shall .sail in any 
India or English vessel, or inhabit in those jiarts, witliont the leave and licen.se” 
of the Company, “or tliat shall contemn or di.sobey their orders, and .send tlieiii 
to England.” The only .security against the abuse of these enormous pjowers was 
an appeal, but the exercise of it was attended with con.se(pience.s which must 
liavc made it a mockery; for the moment an appeal was entered the Company 
were empowered “to seize upon” the person or per,son.s convicted and sentenced, 

“and to carry him or them home prisoners into England.” As unlicensed 
traders were not tiie only ]iersous of whom the Company wore apprehensive, it 
was provided that “for tlio bettor di.scovery of injuries and abuses to bo done 
unto the said governor and Company, or tlieii- .succes,sors, by any of tbeir .servants 
by them employed in the said East Indies or voyages thither, it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the said governor and Company, and their respective 
presidents, chief agent, or governor in the said East Indies, to examine upon 
oath all factors, masters, jmrsers, supercargoes, commauders of castles, forts, 
fortifications, plantations, or colonics, or other person, toucliiug or concerning 
any matter or thing as to which by law and u.sage an oath may be adminis- 
tei’ed.” In s})ite of all these precautions, it Wiis still po.ssible that by smuggling 
or otherwise the exclmsive privileges conferred by the charter might be invaded; 
and therefore, as an additional security, custom-house officers are enjoined not 
to “permit any entries to be made of any goods or merchandizes of the growth, 
production, or manufacture of the ports or place.s aforesaid in A.sia, Africa, and 
America, above limited or appropriated to the trade of the said governor and 
Company, other than such as from time to time shall be allowed of by the said 
governor and Company, or their successors, under their common seal, or the 
hand of the officer to be by them appointed to sit in the custom-house for that 
purpose.” Thus the Company who not many yeiu’s before had been threat¬ 
ened with utter extinction, had obtained a charter in •which the crown, for the 
purpose of making their privilege,s as ample as poasihle, stretched its prero¬ 
gative to the very utmost, and took every imaginable precaution for their 
security both at homo and abroad. 

At this very time when the Company seemed about to enter on a new course Tteeateiea 

, lioatilities 

01 proRpenty, a severe shock was given io tbeii^ trade m Bengal hy the rashness mBengia 
of their agent at TIooghly. Irritated beyond measure a.t the oppression practised 
or countenanced by the governor, he resolved to take the remedy into his own 
Vox,. I. 40 
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liands, fULcl soizod fi country jtiuk in tlio with tlie determination to hold 

it as a Recurity Mir Jumla, the celebrated Mogul general, Jinmediately tluoat- 
ened to letiiliatc Imtii on the inland agencies and on iluir iaciiny at lloogbl) 
'L’he agc'iit, now tenilied at the lesiilt of his ovm boldness, souglit connsel i'roni 
the president and council of .Siii.il, who directed liini at once to lepai)' ,ind 
rc'-deliver the junk, and in the event of tliis eoncession not being deemed 
suflicient, to jirepaic for Hhipping all the Coinjiany’s ])ropeity and leaving llie 
place In sending these oidei's, the menibens ol the Surat oouneil put the agent 
on Ids guard against the wiles of the Mogul ollieers, who, they assuiod him, 
“usually offered civilities at tim v('i-y inonmnt Avlien tliey intended to have 
recourse to Aiolenee and deiaedation ” The dispnti' was ultimately anauged, 

and the d('s]ierate meaMire of wilh- 
<liawing entirely fiom llengal vvnis 
of course abandoned 

While tlie Com|,)any wi'U' tliii.s 
tineatened in tlu' ('ust of India-, their 
J’ooting in the west was about io be¬ 
come far 111 uier than it i'\'er had bei'u 
before by an event io which it is now 
necessary to attend In Jane, KKil, 
two months after granting the above 
cbaitev, Charles 11 mairied the In- 
lanta CatheriiiG of Portugal, and 
obtained, as ])arb of lier dowry, “the 
poit and i.sland P.omhay in the East 
Indies, together witli all the riglits, 
profits, Leiritoiios, and a-jijimtmianee.s 
thereof whatsoevm’ ” Tlie island of 
Bomhay, htretehing eight miles from 
north-east to south-west, with an 
average breadth of three mile,s, ha,s 
an estimated area of little more than 
eiglitoen square miles Its valins 
however, must not be judged b_y its 
superficial extimt, By land-locking 
a deep bay in a central locality, it 
forms tln.i very best liarbour In India. 
The use of sneU a bavbovir bad long 
been earnestly desired by the Company; and it was now Boenred in the be,st 
possible form by becoming the property of the British crown, and consequently 
not liable to be interfered rvitb on any pretext by the native powers. 

In March, 1662, the English gov’cmment despatched to the E<jst Indiea a, 
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Heel (jf five meii-of-wai', under the command of the Earl of Marlborough, On a d k.i.j 
board the fleet were a viceroy from Poi’tugiiJ, authorized formally to complein 
the ce.ssiou of the island, and Sir Ahnihain Shipman, with 600 soldier,s, to take 
possession and tliereafter remain as the first English governor. No opposition ninn-nities 
appears to have been anticipated; hut the Portuguese at Bombay, naturally "’,",’.- 10 "' 
unwilling to bo handed over to a foreign power, took advantage of some 
ambiguities in tlie treaty by which the island was ceded, and refn-sed to deliver 
it up. Tire English were themselves partty to hJame for the nnexpected oppo¬ 
sition, because instead of being satisfied with the “port and i.sland Bombay," 
wiiich was all tliat tire treaty with Portugal expresslj^ granteil, they insisted 
that til is grant conferred with it a right to all the Portuguese .stations in that 
loeality, and more e.speeially to tire island of Salsette, only separated from 
Bombay by a narrow channel. The claim was certainly extravagant, as Sal.sette, 
thus repre.seiited as air dcceasory to Bombay, ha.s an area of 150 sipiare miles, 
and is conscc] uently eight times larger than the prlmijHd. 

The whole hnsmess was grossly mismanaged; and ultimately the English, 'i'tmpnmry 

1 1 rt 7 T *11' II rt* ' 1 /» ocuiptitiun 

prohiLuted iroin landing, and unwilling or unah 10 to effect it liy force, were r.fAnjo- 
obliged to look out for some other station where they might obtain refreshments, 
and employ proper remedie.s to diminish the mortality which, in consequence 
of protracted conffuement in the ships, was now making fearful ravages. In 
thi.s emergency application was made to Sir George Oxinden, who had been 
sent out by the Coinpatiy as president and chief director of all their affairs “at 
Suvalj, and all other.s their factories in the noi’th parts of India from Zeilon to 
the Ilc'd Sea,” for permission to laud the troops at Surat; but even thi.s could 
not bo granted for fear of offending the Mogul; and Sir Abraham Shipman 
was reduced to the necessity of landing the troops on the i.dand of Anjedivah, 
fifty miles south-east from Goa, where numbers of them perished, The Earl 
of Marlborough had in the meantime left them to their late, and sailed for 
England. 

These untoward events .seriously affected the prospects of the Company. They 
had hoped much from the presence of the slaps of war, which they thought 
would have the effect of procuring tlicni more respect from the native powers, 
and of intimidating the Dutch, who were now openly a.spiring at an ascendency 
on the Indian coast as complete as that which they had establi.shed in the 
Eastern islands. It had even been expected that the king’s ships might have 
liuen made instrumental In opening up new mercantile channels to the Gom- 
l)any by roceivdng on freight Portuguese investments from Goa, and thus 
Ibrming the commencement of a carrying trade which might yield lucrative 
returns. The failure of the expedition to Bombay disajipointed all these expec¬ 
tations, and for some time the Company appear to have done little more than 
employ their servants in giving effect to the new clauses in then- chaiTer for 
the hunting down of those whom they stigmatized as interlopers. Indirectly, 
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liowcver, Llie ffiilure of the JJoiuliiiy oxjx'dition proved viiLliei' a gtiin tlian a loss 
to ilic Company, as it was doiddloss one iiiaiii eanse of tlu' transfer vduoli ilu' 
crown afterwards made to tliciii of all tin' lights in India eoulerred Ly tlie 
marriag'c treaty dndued, Sir Abraliaui Sliiimian, wliile his nn'ii were wasting 
awniy at Anjudivali, made a voluntary otl'er of IJoiuhay to tlu' Conpiaii} In 
this he uiidouhteclly exceeded his powers; and Sir (Icurge 0\inden. to whom 
the offer was made, was too prudent to accejff a grant to which, (‘ven ii' the 
Comiiany had approved, legal effect could not ho given At tlie same tinu' 
it might have been foreseen that the acceptance was only |)Ost]iotred, aiul Unit 
tire crown, burdinrcd Avith the e\[)enso wliieh the possession of the islaird eonhl 
iroi hut entail, would ere long rc([uire little induecinent to jiart Avith it 

During several subseipient years the transactions of the L'ompany are ver} 
mi[)erleet]y recorilcd. il'lit' reason may have' been beeanso thi'y AVCie eompara- 
Ua’cIj' inslguilrcant 'J'he same (leet which had hvongiit Hir (leorge Oximh'u as 
jiresident to Hurat, had carried ISir Edward Winter as ag’ont to Fort SL Coorgi' 
Besides that loe.dity and the stations coimeeted with ii, all tlu' agencies and 
facborrei-i in Bengal were placed under Ids hnmediab' super inteiKUmce, niul he 
had exerted himself apparently Avltli good effect in adjusting Um' (piairel with 
Mir Juinla Still, uo idea apjiears to have hceii entertained of tlie Amst ex 
pausioii A\diiclr the Coiirpany’s traffic was de.stined in as.simie in that quarter, 
and hence, while distant outimsts Avere isigm-ly sought after, and the English 
uioirarcli was im])ortuiied for letters to his I'oyal brotlier of DaiiLum, Avlicnawer 
I'etrcnchinciit became expedient, and a eontiactloii of the sjihere of oporalions 
Avas pi'opo,so(l, D(Mig,d i.s almost iiivariahly brought forward as the quartei 
Avhero the ox])erhnent might Ix' made Avith the least risic of injnrioua coiise- 
(pieiiCGS In accordance with this vieAv oixlers wei'C giv’en, in KiGff, to discon- 
thuie tire faetorlc.s Avhieh had been estaldi.sbed at I'ai/ita, Cossindiaxar, and 
Dalasore, in order that all .sale.s and pnrehasi's on the Company's aeeonnt in 
Bengal might iu future he made only at llooghly. When Ihe ( Vnnpanyare 
vseen thus voluntarily wiblulrawing from the province within Avliich the eaiiital 
of their Jirdiaii empire Avas afterAvards to he estahlished, it i.s dillieult to refrain 
from observing how litth' they are entitled to take erodlt for fore,sight In 
fact, they Avere not so mnoh the architects an ihe rnrcoTrscious instruments of 
their futiu’e fortuire, 

The year after the Company had thu,s begun, as it Avmx', to turn their backs 
on Bengal, an event took place Avhioh produced gerreral consLenralion. ff'he 
Mahratta chieftain Sewajee, doxterorT,s]y outnnnnaniAning the troop,s of Annnig- 
?!cbe in the manner which has already been de.sci’ilied, had advanced Avithiu 
lifteeu miles of )Surat on tli© 5th of January, IGfft, before any tidings of his 
movements had been obtained. The toA\m Avas tlron surrounded, not as at 
present by a brick, but by a mud wall; and lienco no effectual resistance could 
be made when Sevajee entered it at the head of d'OOO horse. The inhabitants 
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allowed tlieins(dves to he systematically plundered during six da 3 -s—Sevajee, ad i6w 
accoiding to the account of one Smith, an Englishman, who was taken piisoner 
and cairied before him, sitting outside the town in his tent ordeiing heads 
and hands to be cho])ped off jii cases where persons were supposed to he con¬ 
cealing their wealth While the natives were thus pusillanimous, a better spiiit 
was displayed by the inmates both of the i)utch and English faetniies The 
English, in paidicnlar, greatly distingULshod themselves Plaving put their 
factory in as good a state of defence as the shortness of the time allowed, 
and called in the aid of their ships’ ci-cws, they met Sevajee’s demands and 
threats with deliance, and when a nnmher of Malnattas, without venturing on 'iiwAnii 
an assault, forced their way ijito an adjoining hou.se, a sally was made which ,iiuuiby 
dislodged them By this valiant conduct the English .saved not only their own 
piopeil}', hilt that of many native.s whom they had taken under their protec¬ 
tion, and rose high in the estimation of Aiirimgzche himself, who granted 
them a llinuin exempting them for ever i'lom a ])ortion of the customs paid by 
otlier nations, and aho from all tuuisLt chaigos The visit of )Sevajoo, which at 
first tliieatened the Company with the los^ of all their propeity at Surat, 
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estimated at £80,000, was thus eventually the indirect means of procuring for 
them important advantages 

In 166d the politics of Europe again assumed a tlireatening apjiearance A 'y''™*"™ 
Dutch war was evidently impending The Company, well aware that, in that lyi, mhI o 
event, the Dutch‘would sweep the Indian seas, scarcely ventured to prepare an itidi,icom 
outward voyage and contented themselves with instructing their agents in 
India to make all possible haste in completing their investments, and despatch¬ 
ing the homeward hound ships. Nor was a Dutch war the only source of them 
anxiety, as new competitors, who were afterwards to prove the most formidable 
of all, were about to enter the field. The French had long had an eye to the 
Indian traffic; and an exclusive company, sharing largely in royal patronage, 
and invested with important privileges, had been formed Tiffs company had 
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liiilicrto rested satisfied with promising great things witlioiit attempting to 
perforin them; hut a nerv S[)irit liaving been infu.sed into it, it was now about 
to aet in earnest, anil on an extensive .scale On the very fiiist voyage eiglit 
vessels Avell n.rmcd, so as to he eipudly ]n'e[iared for war and eomnierce, liad 
lieon despatohod Maile aware of the faet only hy iiupiufeet rumours, tlio 
London Company were at first a.pprehensivo, I'rum tlu' arming of the ves.sels, 
that piratieal objects iniglit be intended; and sent ont iiistnietions that tlie 
homeward .ships should sail as a fleet, and be provided with tlie means of 
defence On being- better informed, they deemed it rieeeSiSary only to ineulcate 
tlie ricice.ssity of using caution, and guarding again.st misunder.standings whieli 
might load to di.seiiasions hetween the two crowns. Wliile giving tlieso judiciou.s 
oounsel.s the court gave evident indieation.s of nneasiness, and used language 
which miglit bo interpreted into an instiuetive foreboding of tlie great struggle 
which th(‘ two nations were allerwards to wage for .sipircmaey in the Last. 

In the desire which the Coupiauj'’ now felt for fortified stations, they had 
ovi'idookcd. Olio danger. I'iieir ohji'ct wsis to secure an asylum against external 
foes, and it seems never to have occiuTed to tliein that foe.s of a dillerent kind 
might arise and turn the fortirications against tiieir own engiJoyers. A reinark- 
able ease of this kind now occurred. Sir Ldward WiuttT laid, as already meii- 
tionod, hocn appointed head of the Company’s estahltshment at Madras, and, 
hy their instruction,s, had added considerably to tbi> strengtli of h'nrt St George' 
His .subseipieut conduct bad not give'n .sati.sfaetiou; and, under the impreM.sion 
that lie was endeavouring to enrieb himself by private tvadi', the court bad 
supersedi'd him, and sent out Mr. George Foxeroft as lu.s sueees.sor. On that 
gentleman’s arrival in June, KlG/i, lu' was received with all duo respect, and 
took ids place at tlic head of the council, while hi.s predecessor, agreeably to 
his instructions, continued, iu the iulcrval pri'vious to departure, Lo aeb as Ids 
second. Sir Edwar-d Winter, though bis term for nilice was nearly ex]iired, 
had been deeply offended at Ids disud.ssal; and while coutinidng to officiate iu 
the council, liad been constantly on the alert to detect soiucLliiiig in the enuduet 
or language of lu.s ,succe.s,sor on wldeh he might found a eliarge against him. 
While under the inllueuce of .such feelinga, he prohnhly had little difficulty in 
finding what he wanted; and accordingly, Mr, Foxeroft, three month,s after id.s 
arrival, wa.s attacked and violently carried off to ]iri,son, on the extraordimuy 
ground of having uttered seditious and treasonable expres.sinius against the 
king’s government. During the scnfllo caused by the a]»i)n'hension, a Mr, 
Dawes, a member of the council, lost his life, and Mr. Foxeroft Idiuself, together 
with his .son and Mr. Sambrooke, another member of eounoil, was wounded. 

After this outrageon.s proceeding, Sir Fldward Winter was too far eommitted 
to be deterred hy any other irregularity, and he at once re-assmned the govern- 
medt. It seom.s that he -was not without supporters, for he sucoeeded in 
forming a cou-ncil, including among its members the lieutenant of the garrison. 
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During tills internal strife, tliere was no small risk that the fort it&clf would be a d igus 
lost to the Company The Dutch, now at war with England—the Portuguese 
viceroy at Gua, offended by the cour.se of proceedings at Bombay—and the King 
of Golcond.i—were all anxious to obtain possession of it The last had even 
taken steji') for that piupose, and was meditating an attack by one of his officers, 
when bo was called away for still more urgent service 

Sir Edward Winter at fir.st took credit for loyalty to his sovereign and 
(haiuterested zeal to jirnmote the interests of the Company, and endeavoured to 
Ju.stify himself by numerous letter.^ addre.ssed to influential quarters; among 
others, it is said, to the king and the Ai’chbisliop of Canterbury. His conduct, 
however, had heeri too gross to admit of afiology; and on finding that, with tJie 
sanction of government, force was about to he employed against him, lie 
managed, after per.sisting several years in rebellion, to obtain a free pardon, and 
disajipcared from the scene. The leniency with which he was treated says little 
for the wisdom and vigoui' of the Company’s management at this period, and 
was doubtless an incentive to similar acts of rebellion on siibsecpient occasions. 

Sir Abraiiam Shiianan, nfLcr making an offer of Bombay to the Compan 3 q coinentiou 
as has been already meutionod, had continued with his troop,s at Anjedivali, rortuKiio^c 
enduring the misery of seeing them dying- aiound him At last, in 166f, he 
himself became one of the victims. Mr. Cooke, who had lieeii his secretary, 
assumed the command; and, under the conviction that it Avas the only chance of 
saving tiie lives of tiie soldiers still surviving, entered into a convention with 
th(' Viceroy of Goa, by wliieh he agreed to accejit of the ])ort and island of 
Bombay, according to the ti-eaty as interpreted by the Portiigue.se In one 
respect the terms Avere even Avorse than those originally offered to the Earl of 
Marlborough, for, by an additional article not then mentioned, tlie Portuguese 
resident in Bombay Avere, along Avith other liberties, to bo exempted from the 
payment of eix&toms. When the survivors on AnjedWah left for Bombay, their 
iiurabers did not much exceed 100; the exjiense incurred by goA-ernment for 
the pay and maintenance of the troops, from the date of their embarkation in 
England, Avas above £13,000. 

Mr. Cooke's convention with the Portuguese aauis no sooner knoAAm in Eng- 'iMKmcd 

. , , . iaEiigl.unl. 

land than it was disavoAved; and, with the Anew, of carrying out the ces.sion a.s 
the English liad interpreted it. Sir Gervase Lucas was appointed goArernor of 
Bombay. Before he sailed he di-ew up a report, founded on the docuhients 
transmitted by Mr. Coolco, and gave it as his opinion that the aimual expense 
of the giu'rison necessary for the island would, -without incliidiiig contingencies, 
amount to at least £7371, and that, moreover, a large outlay for new stores 
would be immediately reipured Tixis report appears to have made government 
doubtful as to the propriety of ooiitinuing to retain Bombay as an immediate 
possession of the croAvn. As yet it had yielded nothing, though it had already 
cost much, and was apparently about to cost more. The conclusion therefore 
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was, that hi the meantime “it would bo improper to incur any great expense 
upon it,” and that the whole eHtablisliment sluudd ))e placed on a, very narrow 
and oconomicid footing. 

Sir Gervase Lucas arrived at Jloiubay on ,jtli Novendicr, IGGG, and, on 
assuming tlie government, I'nmid matters in a .stilJ worse state than his in(piiri('s 
before leaving England had led him to anticipate. 'I'lie Mogul government, 
when they ,savv the English in ])o.sse.s.sion of an Island which they wen' ])ro])aring 
to fortify, and AV'lnch, by its natural po.sition, might control the trade of Surat, 
became extremely jealous, and (jpcnly oxpro.sscd their dis]deasure, especially 
after learning that an Invitation laid been given to the native nu'rehants to 
settle at Bombay under llriti.sh protection. 'J’ho misunderstanding thus com¬ 
menced was hrouglit almost to an open rupture when Mr. Cooke, in order to 
compensate himself for some loss su.stauied during the pillage of Surat hy Se- 
vajee, took the unwarrantable stei) of seizing a Mogul junk whleli stness of 
weather had forced to ,soek shelter in Lomliay harbour. This junk belonged to 
the governor (jf Surat, who instantly throati'iied Lo retaliate on the Kngli.sli 
factory. Sir George Gxindcn remonstrated with Air. Cooke, who, in eonsejiling 
to restore the junk, took occasion to inform Sir George that he coiisitlei'ed him¬ 
self, as a. king’s servant, in a higher and move indepi'ndeui position tlian one 
who was the servant only of a comjiany. The question thn.s raised was at a 
later period revivcil, and led lo consider able omharvassmeut. Sir Gervase Lucas, 
while condemning many parts of Air. Cooke’s coiuluet, ngreetl with him on the 
subject of precedence. Tlie misunderstandings mid jealousies which in coiiso- 
(pxence aro.se, were injurious to the interests both of the crown anrl the Company, 
'fo the latter, however, the ultimate result was favourable, as the difllculiy of 
procuring a cordial eo-o]ieratiou between the two seiviees must have been an 
additional inducement to the crown l,o shako iUself free of all further resjxmsi- 
bility in regard to Bombay. Before giving an account of the ste]) by which this 
was finally accompli,shed, it will bo proper to refer to several incidents which 
occurred about this time, mid are of sullicieut iutere.st to deserve sjiecial iioLice. 

The finst of these is a eelebrated lawsuit in which ilio Company became 
involved, in 16G6, by the zealous endeavours of their si-rvants to pid/ down 
unlicensed trading, Frederick Skinner was agent for the merchant adve-n- 
turers at Jamhi, on the north-east coast of Sumatra, and, on the union of the 
companies, (j[vntted the ilistrict, after making over lii.s assets and ik'bts to the 
united stock. Elis hrotlicr, Thomas Bkinriei-, who h.'id apparently entered into 
possession of Frederick’s effects, continued to trade as a merelumt Oii hi.s own 
accouut. A .ship and merchandise belonging to him ba,ving lieen discovered by 
the servants of the Company, was forcibly .seized, hy tlie aid of the Sultau of 
Janibi. The grounds of seizure were iip])arently of two kinds—the one that 
the property in que,stion helouged not to him, but to the Company, to whom It 
had been, or oerght to have been given up by Ergderiek Skinner; the other 
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that, as the vessel was trading without liceuse wdtliiii the limits of the Com- 
])iuiy K ehiivLcr, liotli it and the goods found in it wore forfeited, In tenn.s of tlio 
cliartei, the judguieiit iliirs ]3rouonuced was suliject to review, and Skinner, on 
making Ins appeal, was entitled to insist that, for the purpose of fanning it mit, 
he .should lie sent liome in one of the C'ompajiy's ships to England. This, how- 
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over, was refused, and lie was left to make his way to Euro])e as he best could, 
by an overland journey. His complaint. preseuLod at first to the government, impmtrat 
was referred suceessi\-oly to a committee of the council, and to the House of IZT' 
Peers. The Company, when ordered to answer, declined, on the gTound that the 
House of Peev.s had no jiriunuy jurisdiction, and could only judge by ajipeal in 
the last resort The lords found that they had juriKclicfciou, and peremptorily 
ordered tlii' Company to plearL On their continued refusal judgment wa.s given 
iigaiirst them, to tlio amount of £.5000. 'The Company’s plea raised a great 
coustitutioual cpio.stion, which, on their petition, wa.s keenly taken up by the 
House of Coumioiis and decided in the Company’.s favour Two branclios of 
the Icgi.slature wore thu.s diametrically opposed, and carried on the dispute with 
more tempin' than Judgment. When Skinner attempted to enfoj'ce the judg¬ 
ment, the coiiinioii.s interfered and sent him a prisoner to the Tower The 
loi'd.s were not slow to follow this bad example, and imprisoned the governor, 

Sir Samuel rJariiadiston, and three other members of the court. Not satisfied 
with this, they declared the petition of the Company to the commons to be 
lalse anti scandalous, and the commons retaliated by resolving that any one 
who should execute the judgment in Skinner's favour was a betrayer of the 
rights and hhertie.s of tlie c'ommtm.s of England. The controversy tlireatened 
to be intBi'ininable, and was not .settled till parliament had beenadjoui-iied seven 
tiiiins. At bust the king held a conference with both houses at Whitehall, and 
succeeded, by personal persuasion, in inducing them to erase all the proceedings 
from their journals. la one sense this gave the Company the victory, as the 
judgment against them was not enforced, and Skinner remained without redress. 

The next event of this period deserving of paiiicnlar notice, is tlie general 
jieace concluded by the treaty of Breda, Slst July, IGG?. To this treaty 
Britain, France, Holland, and Deiunark were paxTies. The benefit which com- 
nierce in general derived from the cessation of hostilities could nob hut be felt 
by the Lomlon East India Company. It wms not, however, without alloy. The 
]irinciplo adopted in framing the treaty xvms that of idi possideiiO) which of cojiditioiH 
course left the pai’tios, in regard to possession, exactly as they stood at its date. ofBrwia 
In the case of the Coiii])any, the effect was that they finally lost the islands of 
Bolai’oon and Hamm, because, in the coiu’.se of the war. the Dutch had availed 
theniscilvQs of their naval superiority to capture them. The loss seemed the 
more grievous because the Company had been sanguine enoxxgh to expect that, 
by the posse.sslon of them, they might be able to secure a share in the envied 
spice trade. So intent were they on this object that, even after tlie,se iBlanda 
vot. I. 
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wero wrestod from tlu'm, Llioy couLiiuieil fco maintain an ■imiwnilliin 
ao-ninst tlio ascondency which the Duteli liad ('stahlislicd in the [udian vVrelii- 
pi'lat^o The only consolation wliii'h tlic Ooin])nny rcccivcil was, that tlu' 
]oM 4 which tlicy &ustaincd hy tlic Jheda tn'aty was not so s('ii()UM as llu'y a])|)rc 
hcTuIcd when fir,st math'ac,(|iiaiiitc.d with its (ciins During tlic n.snrpidioii ol 
Sir Etlwaid Winter at Emt St (Jt'oig’t', iiil'oimation htul heen rcccivt'd that ht' 
was in coinmunit'aLion with the Dutch f^ovi'inor ol I'cylon, and contt'inphitiny 
the delivery of tlu' fort Had tliis a<'t ol treachery hct'n comph'tt'd, tlu' ruh' 
of 'ati po.ssu/cifhs wmuld have cov'cit'd it, and thus one ol the tiirce .seats ol tiu' 
jircsidcricics ac([niK'd iiy the t'onqiany woidtl in all pioiiaiiihty liave hi'cn lo,st 
to them for ever 

The only other incident of this jieiiod udiieli it is necessary to notice is of a, 
.strietly eoinmorcial nature, and yet, whim its eonsei|nenees are traced, it will he 
fonnd to h.ive hail a far mightier inlliienee, not merely on the foitmu's of the 
(jomjiany, hut on society at hiro-e, than any single ('vent, militai'y or ])oliLieal, 
wdiieh oeemred in the scventi'cnth century. In a letter dated 21th Jamiavy, 
KitiS, and setit out with the Company’s .ship.s wliieli made the voyage of that 
year, the agent at Eantam is desired “to send homo liy these ships 100 Jhs waight 
of the hest tey that you can gett” The language evidently implies that the 
artlele was already nuder.st()i)il; and it is known that several years liefore, an. 
order had heeu gdveu to obtain small quantities of tea as a ])re,sent to his 
maic.sty; hut this is the first instance of a 'puJillo order, and an order given, it 
i.s presiuned, for the jiurpose not of making presents of it as a mere euriosily, 
hut of iuscertaining whether it juight not heeome an article of lucrativo invest- 
nioiit Within a century of the date of tins oj’iler, thc' quautity imported liy 
the Company approached 3,000,000 Ihs; and in 183ii, the last yi'ar oi' the 
Oompany’,4 monopoly, it exceeded 33,000,000 llis, and paid duty to govi'nunent 
to the amount ol' £3,689,SGI. iSinee thon the inqiort into the United K'ingdom 
ha.s more than doubled. 

On the 27tli of March, 1GG9, the grant of the poi't and islaml of Domhay, 
which govei'n,merLt had heen for some time contemplating, was eoniploted hy a, 
regular charter, issued as usual in thc form of lettr'r.s-patimt addres.sed hy the 
king to all lu.s siibjccts. After .stating the nature and extent of the right 
acquired, hy the marriage treaty frojn the Portugue.sc', eulogizing the Company 
for having managed tho trade to the East Indies “to the honour and profit oi’ 
the nation,” and expressing “an earne.st desire tliat the said governor and 
Company may, hy all good and lawful ways and means, lie, eueonraged in their 
difficult and hazardon.s trade and traflielc in iho.se remote parts of tli(>. world,” 
Ills majesty bestows the fsland ami its a])purtenaneeB upon them “ in as huge 
ami anij.de a mannei-, to all intents, construction,s, aird puri) 0 .se,s, as we ourselves 
now lifive and enjoy, or may or ought to enjoy the same, hy virtue and force 
of the said grant of our said brother the King of Portugal,” constituting them 
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tlie Liuo au<l alj.sohitc proprietors oi the port and island, and piemises alore- 
•said, iiiid every part and parcel thereof. iAlong Avith the island were ^ranted 
all the artillery, and all and singular arms, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, 
])OAvder, shot, Adotuals, magazines', store.s, amnuuution, aiitl piovisioiis of Avar, 
and other ]'iroAdsion,s wdiatsoeA'er; and all and Kiiignhir shi[),s, junks, a'csscIs, and 
Ijoats, and all manner of merchandize, and wares, cloathing', implements, hea.sts,” 
&c, ‘'Avhicli shall be or remain ujion AAdthin the premises, or any part of thereof, 
and behjug unto us at the tune Avhen the said port and island and premises 
shall lie deliAO'red up into the po.ssession of tlie said governor and Uompany.” 
Tower was, moreover, givam them “to take into their service, at their OAAm 
costs and charges, such and so many of our otliecrs and soldiers as shall then 
!)(' in or u}>fni tlio said port or island, or within the territories and precineis 
thereol, as tliey shall tliiidc fit, and as shall he contented or Aviilliig to sei’Am 
them either in the said port ainl island or elseAvhere.” 

The port ami island thu.s granted AVf're to be held of the eroAAui “as of the 
manor of East Groomvicli, in the county of Kent, in free and common socage, 
and not 'in. rap!to nor by kniglds service, yielding and liajing therefore to ns, 
our heirs .and successors, at the enstom-houso, London, the rent or sum of ten 
pounds of laAvl'ul money of Eiig'himl, in gold, on the Ihhtieth day of September 
yearly, for ever.” The only rt-strictioiis and reservations of any importance 
Avero, Miat the Ooun)auy should not “at any time hereafter sell, alien, transfer, 
01' otiicrwise dispose (.>(' the said island and premises, or any part or parts thereof, 
to any prince, potemtate, or state, or other person or pcr.son.s Avhatsoever, hut 
•smjh as are or slwdl he the subjects and of the allegiance” of the British oimvn, 
imd that “ the inhabitant ,4 of the said island, as onr liege ])eople, and .subject tc» 
our im|ierial croAvn and dignity, jin'i,sdietion and gwernmont, .shall lie jicvmitted 
to r<unain there, and enjoy the free exercise of the Tloman Catholic religion in 
tlu* same manner as they did iit the time of the said grant to us made by our 
said brothc'r the King of Portugal as afore.said, and that such order be observed 
for the ext'rci,so and conservation thereof in all thing's according to the purport 
and effect of the said article and treaty in tliat behalf; and further, also, that 
the .said inhahitaiits, and other our .subjects in the sahl port or i.sland, shall and 
may peaceably and quietly have, hold, possess, and enjoy ail their seAmral and 
rcs]icctiv(', propertio.s, privileges, and advantages Avhatsoever, which they or any 
of them laAvfnlly had or enjoyed, or ouglit to have had or enjoyed, at the time 
of the stuToncler of the said port and island to us as afoi’esaid, or at any time 
since.” 

All the inhabitants of Bom};ay, together Avith all afterAvards horn in it, oi’ 
Avithiu its precincts and limits, were to have and enjoy sdl the liberties and 
priA'ilcges of British subjects under the government of the Company, who Avere 
to have Ml poAver to exercise judicial authority'- by themselves, tbeir ministers, 
and Uigents, to repel force by force, by sea and land, in ease of open hostilities 
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witli foreign enemies; and “in cases of I'elieilion, mutiny, oi' isedition, of rorusing' 
to serve in wars, fleeing to tlic enemy, forsaking- eoloui-s or etisign.s, or oilu-r 
offences against law, custom, and disciiilinc inilitin-y, in as large and ample, a 
manner to all intoTits and juirposes wliatsoever as ajiy ea[)(ain-genei'al by virtiu' 
of liis oflice might do.” 

The very liberal terms on which Charles 11. e.onfevrod Horn bay o\i the Com¬ 
pany, iind the very anqdo powers with which lus investc-d tliem for the |)ur[)ose 
of governing it, justiiy a suspicion that tlio act was not (piite so disiiiti-resLed 
as ha.s been represented, a,nd that the Company liail already hegun LIk; jiractiee 
they afterwards lullowed of smootiiing tlu! dillieulties iu their way hy the, I'ree 
distrihntion of money iu liillueutial (|uarters. 'I'hey did this to an enoi'inous 
exti'ub, as will afterwards be seen, in the eom])a)'ailvely ])n)-e period which 
inmiediat(‘ly followed the ItcvolntidU, and eudeavoiu-ed l-o justify it hy alleging 
that it had long lioen customary. If so, it is not nuchariiahhi to ]))'eKume that 
(.diaries and liis corrupt courtiers did not idlow the custom to ho forgotten in 
thi.s instance. Hut whether obtained by a free g)'airt or a corrupt bargjiin, tlui 
port and island of Bombay was umpiestiimably tho most inpiortant aeiiiiisiiion 
wliicli the (Jompauy had yet made. Kven iu a. piK-nniai'y view ils ^allne wa,s hy 
no means coutouiptible. Ae,cording to a statenu'iit transnutted to the British 
government by the deputy-governor, Captain Cary, the year beforcs the Com¬ 
pany eutored into possession, the annual revenue, derived principally fi-oni reiil,, 
])rodnce, and customs, amoimted to ,C64'90, 17*'. 9(7. It was understood that 
this lurionut might be largely ima-oased; and conse(|nently that iu Bombay the. 
Company had not only acf|nii'od a ])o.sition which might ho rendered im])regnalj]e 
hy land and sea, but a revenue Avliieli, duly husbanded, might m(‘C‘t all the 
outlay iioceH,sary for fortitications and other improvements. 'The hrightenlng 
prospect thus oiiencd a{i[»ears to liavm emhoklcmed the Couqjauy greatly to 
extend their operations, and tbelr investments became larger than at any fornu'i- 
])eriod. 


CHAPTER YI. 


Adniiiiistraiion and progvoss of Bombay—DifllculUo^—Stale of tlm oUu‘V HottlowenU of Iho Company. 
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OMBAY Avas at fust made subordinate to iSnrat. 8ir George 
Oxiiidon, tliougli still continuing to reside and h(.ild his position 
as pi-esident at the latter, -was appointed goA^eruor and com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the former; but at the same time, authorized 
to send ono of the members of his council, as deputy-goAmrnor, 
personally to admini.ster the affiiirs of the island. AVitll this view a series of 
directions had been drawn, up hy the court iu England, The foi-t or castle wa,s 
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to Lo enlarged and .strengthened; a 
proLeetioii, Avas to he huilfc on a regi 
diieed to settle hy oxeinptions 
from cnsloms; and while the 
Jhiglish were to he preferred, 
others also were to he eneouraoed 
by the free exorcise of their re¬ 
ligion Tire improvement of the ^ 
revenue, .so far as practicable, ^ ^ 
witluint iniposiug new ijnd hur- 
densonio taxes, was not to lie 
foi'gotten. To foster nuuniltie- “ 

iure.s of cotton and silk goods, 
looms Avere to be imrchascd for 
the Aveavors; find to give new fiicilities 
to bo constructed. 


toAvn, so situated as to he under its 
liar plan; inhabitants v-oiv to be in- 



Kni.tish Foua, Bomh-vy —ClmrUiiUN Vujayes 


eommeree, a harbour and docks wei'e 


ID 1009. 


liefore much jirogrcss could be madi' in caviying out the.se arrangeinents, Di.mbin,ks 
.sovcriil uutoAvard ovisits took place, and new difliculties arose from various 
cjiiartcr.s. Tlio .Portugue,se, avIio had never been reconciled to the cession of 
Jloinhay, endeavoured to I'onder it as little lucrath’O as po.s-)ih]e to its nesv po.s- 
sessoi'R, by taking advantfigo of their position at Tanna to impose liesivy transit 
duties on all goods passing tlirough it to or from Eoinbay; the trade of Avhich 
was in consequence, greatly cri^iplerl, as d’auna, situated fit the head of Bom- 
hay harbour, commanded the only proper line of comimiuicalion Avith the main- 
liind, "While an important brfuicli of traffic w'as thus in a manner interdicted, 
the trade of iSurat was again suspended by an incTOsion of Sevajee. dnnne- 
difitc'ly filler his former visit, a substantial AA’all of brick, flanked Avitii bastions, 
had been coiumoncad and was approaching completion, but as much still 
reinained open as to make it easy for Sevajee to penetrate into tlio heiirt of tiie 
town and re.snino iiis Avork of plunder. Besides tlio Engiisli and Dutch, there 
was now also a Frcneli factory. The last .showed no fight, iiut ohtainod an 
ignominious exemption hy giving the Malirattas a free jiasaage through tiieir 
factory, and tliu,s enabling tliem to obtain a rich booty by tiie plunder of a 
Tiirtat’ prince wlio had returned iiy Avay of Surat from a pilgrimage to Mecca 
The Diitcli stood upon the defensive, and seemed so well projiared that they 
were alloAved to escape. The English, under President Aungier, Avho had suc¬ 
ceeded on tiie death of Sir George Oxinden, distinguished tlwmaoh'&s as before 
by beating off repeated attacks. On this occa,sion, lioAVever, they wore not so 
fortunate as to obtain the approbation of the, Moguls. SoAnijce, liefore he retired, 

Iiacl opened a frieucUy negotiation Avith the English, and .several conferences had 
been held Avith the view of aiTangiiig the re-establislmihnt of the Company’s 
factory at Eajalipore. Sevajee Ava,s anxious to .secure tlie revenue Avhicli had 
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\D Hi7) boon lost by the wiLlulraAval of tlio facfcniy, ami Llu' pvcsidoiu'y at iSm’at wove 
disposed to consent, provided tliey eoiild. (ditnin eoni|)('ns!dion lor past and 
Hecni'ifcy against fntuii' iujm’i(*s TIu'se coideis'iiees were not nuoliserv(‘d by Llie 
Mopul anthouties, and gav('lise lo s\ispieions, (d’ wliicli the lesnlts .\ltei'\v'aids 
became apjiareid 

Will nitii At the very time vvlnm tlio bonds ol amity willi llie jMoeuls nere thus 

mauhiiHu luoscuud. the ]ioliticsof Eurojie had been nudeigoinn a ehanee which threatened 

Hithitnio (he (_'oiu])aiiy once more to an mie(|nal contest vvdUi the Dutch. Hostili¬ 

ties were in fact declared; but, at tlie same lime, bj the alliance ol ltnpla.nd 
with France, evlucli had now a considerable licet in tlu' East, the inl('iests ol 
the (Vmipany were Ix'tti'r (ii'otected than I'ormerty. With a wis(' jiiecantion, 
liowever, (hey endenvmircd to make themse!v('s inde])endent of foreieu idd, and 
\ igormisly piislu'd on (Re fodilications of llombay. d’hey were thus (‘n};;ao'ed, 
but the works were Car from eompletcal and veiy ina(le((iiately ;sari isoiied, when, 
m Febi'uary, 1G73, Iticklolf van (loeii, tlm Dutch Dovej'iior-gc'ueral of India, 
made hi.s a[ipearauee on the const with a licet of tweidy-Iwo shi|)s, having 1000 
regular troops on lioanl. Dombay was evidently the objecd of attack, and could 
Rcarcely have resisled luul it Ix'cii madt' on the instant; but the Dutch lo.st lime 
by endeavouring ill vain to soeiirc tlte co-opcnation of a huid force undel Heva- 
jee, and vvhen at last [irepared fur action, lost heart on .seeing tlu* kind of 
reception which awaited them. President Anngier, who fbrtimately happened to 
lie in Dombay at the tinu*, (>xcrted himself, as Onne liyjierholically exiiresses it, 
“w'ith the caiinne.ss of a [ihilosophcv ami tin* cmirnge of a eeiiturioii'’ Ijosides 
400 Enropenn .soldiers, he suececHled in mnstering' 1500 militia, ehleliy I’ortn- 
g'ueso and iiativeK. D'or was he destitute of a marine force In the harbour 
lay two frigates, a. Dnieli jirizc fitted nji asa.sliip of war, ami tliri’C armed .sloops 
which had heeu lately Imilt as a protection against the Malabar Tiirales; Lo this 
force a most important jiddition was ojiportuneljmnadc, by tlu* arriv'al ol‘four 
French sldjiH, which, un heing informed of l.lu* danger, liad hastened from Hiirat 
Eickloff, under these Gircumstanees, satisfied Idmsclf with reecnmoitring, and 
then suddenly di.sappeared 

U''*!"** t)u tlie Coromandel coast the Dut(‘h had excited .similar alarm, and great 

t}irollt«JntnI • -1 1 <» <■» n ' 

U\ai»-were cnitortamecl lor tlie witety (t1 Jbort >St George. Heiv, liowever, Llic 
Drench again proved important auxiliaries, and ly means of a poweiful fleet not 
only kept the Duteli in check, imt made themselve.s inastur.s of fiVlm^omaleo, in 
the* island of Ceylon, and Look fit. Tliomd by .storm, 'Pho lattt'r capture, as tin* 
•jdaee is situated ordy at a short distance from Madras, gave the Company more 
alarm tiian sabisfaciioa, and tluy were tiierefin’O nob displeased wlu'u, ai'tor a 
short teniir(>, the French wu're expelled and Ht. Thome returned to the posses¬ 
sion of the King of Oolcorula Another success of the Dntcli gave them deeper 
conemi. On the 22<1 of Angnsi, 1673, tlie 'Dutch fleet engaged in the siege of 
St, ThonuS fell in witii the Company’s liomeward bound ship.s, ton in nnmbcr, and 
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liclily laden, A riimiing liglit commenced oil’ the eoa^t to the f,nutli of Masidi- ao ioti 
j)atiim, and issued in the .siukhig of out' and the captnro of t\w of tlie Company’.s 
ve.ssels. ’'I’heothei's, 
i.hmigh not with¬ 
out .sustaining eon- 
Hiderable, damam' 

O ’ 

fouml tlioir way to 
Madras In the In¬ 
dian Archipidngo, 
whoi’e tlie Dutch 
.siqxTiority was,still 
more dooidod, it 

was im])ossiljle for 
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the Company to 

traflie with any advantage, though they were now alive to the im])ortancc of 
carrying their trade still farther east, and endeavouring to estahli.sh that direct 
interconrse with China from which, in course of linn*, their uliief, if nob thoir 
oiily commercial prollts wine* derived. 

'L’ho danger to which Boiuhay had been exposed ft ran the Dutch cea.scd "’***' 

, . ^ ^ ^ ^ ILoILukI 

entirely in consocpience of a new wliirl in Eurojasui polities, hy ivliieh, in 1674, 
peace was coiicluchid, and shortly after liappily cemented ))y the marriage of the 
Prince of Orange with l\lary, daughter of the Duke of York, Another danger, 
however, immediately succoeclc<l. Tin* Mogtils and the Mahrattas were coii- 
stantly at war; ami now that the English, hy the posse,s,sion of an island 
bedonging ho ueitluir, were gradually beginning to assume the dignity of an 
indepemhuiL Indian power, their alliance wa.s naturally collided hy hotli. The 
true policy of the Company in the meantime was to maintain a jierfcct neu¬ 
trality; hut the circumstances were such a.s to make ilii.s almost impossible. 

The Moariil liect, comiuanded by the Riddoe, sounlit shelter from a ,storm 

® ’ tJ ^ tlcetmllmii- 

Bomhay harbour. To refuse it was im[)ussiblo, without provoking the Moguls; bayiiariour 
to grant it was equally impossible, without giving umbrage to Sevajec. In this 
clileuimn the Bombay govemmeiit toolc the only counso which lay open to them, 
by allovring the Siddeo to remain till the storm blew over, and then requesting 
him to depart. He refused to obey; and collecting liis vessels in the cliannel 
which separates the i,sland from the mainland, landed a number of ariiied men 
at the villages of Sion and M.az;agong, and drove out the inhabitants, apparently 
with the intention of gaining a permanent footing on the island. This was not 
to be tolerated; and after desultory hostilities to the disadvantage of the Siddee, 
ho pnroliased permission to prolong his stay by engaging that no more than 300 
of Ilia men, armed only with their swordis, should he ashore at one time, and that 
he would make no attack on the Corlahs—fertile district of the Concan, stretch¬ 
ing idong the eastern siiore of Bombay harbour, ami belonging to the Maliratfcas. 
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RoA'iijet' was naiurally jealous oj‘ Uiis aiTiiiioement, and tlioiio'li, IVoiii liis 
anxiety to see tlio (Amipany’s factoiy again estaMislu'd at llaJali]iore, lie (‘iiti'reil 
into a f'ornial treaty with tluan, Ihmliu” In’inscdl’ to couipen.snte them for all (he 
li)s,s(‘s Avhieh they had Kii.staineil ly his dejiredation.s, it .soon beeauie apparent 
tliat lie was dotermiaed not to tolei'ate the eoiifciimanee ot a hostile fleet in his 
imincdiate viciuily. His lirst stt']) was to send his general, Moro I’lmt, down the 
Chants Avith 10,000 men, to oecii]) 3 '’Callianee or Kallinn, opposite to the island 
of 8al,settle lly this movement he aeeoinpli.shed two olijeets—he levied ehout on 
tlio Poi'tiignese, vvlio had e-iA'atly oH'endisl liim ly a i'nnatieal attempt to force 
the JMaln'attas within tlu'ir teri'ilories to heeoine Christians, and he overawed 
the jSiddee, Avdio, afiaid for his (leet, made all liasti' to de]).irt. llonihay bar- 
hour had, howevei', pi'ovisl ,so eonvamieut a. .station that the Hiddee tlect, after a 
short eriiisi', during v\dneh many il('vastating' de.seeuts had been made on the 
Mahratta. coasts, again returned d'he llomhay government liaAonp; again 
]K‘rnutted it to nceiijy its former station, Sevajee vv'as gri'atly incensed, and 
resolved to rid himself of it at all Jiazards. With this view lie at tirst collected 
a large licet of hnats within his own territory, ou the east side' of llomhay har- 
hour; hut iinding the attaelc of the Slddee licet in this manner hnpraetienhle, 
he made appUcntinii to the, Portuguese at Tariua. for permis.sion to cm,ss over 
to Halsette, from which he avitioipated little dillienlty iu (inding actiess to llom¬ 
hay itself, 'fliis permission hi'ing refn.scd, he turned his attention to an u])])osite 
([uai'ter, and rU'xtoronsly availed himself of twm .small Islands, ealli'd Keniu'ry 
and Henery, .situated so as to command the southern entranci' of Bombay liar- 
hour The natural skengtli of this position had hitherto lieen overlooked hoLh 
by Portuguese and English; and when Sevajee had not only discovered it, hut 
taken possession of Ivennery, iho Jargi-r of tiie two islands, and hegan to mwl. 
fovtitieations upon it, the giuatest alarm prevailed, .[t was of no use to attempt 
negotiation, and therefore action uais inuuediati'ly resolved njion Th(> plan, 
however, wa.s very defe,etive, and in the lirst eneoiinti'r the advantage was 
rather in I'avour of Sevajec’s jiarty. A .second attempt would have heeu disa.s- 
trous to the assailants had not the llavcngc, the only Englisli frigal.e ]ire,sent, 
kept her ground, and, after sinking live of the enemy’s ve.ssels, com[iel]ed the 
whole licet of fifty to .seek .safety ly flight, Tlu' Malu'atta.s still kept posse,ssioa 
of Kennery, and, mounting several eauuon, fired without inneh skill or effect, 
Meanwhile the Moguls, infonned of the hostilities, ex])ressod a de.sire to share 
in thorn, and sent a considerable Beet to Bombay, ''fhe ili.slodgnufid of the 
Mahrattas might now have boon oa.sy; hnt the English, liaviug di.scovercid that 
the Siddee, if lie anccecdod in capturing it, meant to keep it to himself, with¬ 
held their aid, and lel't the two native powere to fight it old as they best could 
The struggle was in conseiinoneo pratracted, and was not {iiiished when Bevajoe 
died in 16S0, 

Tlmugli wirr was thus ragixrg in its vicinity, Bombay continued to make 
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pro^ti-ress, niid tlic propriety ol‘ subsfciintiug it foi- Surat, as tlie seat of the ’western a d uirr 
presiduiuy, Iiad liecoiiic so ohvioiis as now to lie regarded only ns a que.stion of 
time. Its foi'tifioatinns had been carried on lor a aeries of years -^ritliont inter¬ 
ruption, and, as early as 1G7-1>, mounted JOO jiiuces of cannon; its regular garri- 
Hon consi.sLod of two companies, each of 200 men; tlmee companies of militia had 
been regularly organized; and sevei-al well-manned ve.ssels were permanently 
stationed in its harbour. The prog-res.s would have been still more rapid bad 
not a doliclency of funds induced the government to adopt rather questionable 
moans of rejilenisliitig their treasury. I'he inliabitauLs wei'e burdened with new 
taxation in the shape of excise duties, and botli imports and ('xports were 
cliarged with customs equalling, ami in some instances far exceeding those 
which the (Ireat Mogul, in the plenitude of his power, levied cither from his 
owu sulijects or from sti'angers. On imports, iucludiug corn, grain, and tiiiiher, DutiMiovKa 
per cent, wns to ne levied hk ciistum, uiid 3 per cent, to delrny the expense munviiort’ 
of fortilicatious; on exports the customs alone Avas jixod at 31 per cent Some 
articles of little liullr liut considerable value, as gold and silver, jewels, musk 
and ambei’, Avore the only c.xeinptions, AAdule Indian tohaeoo and Indian iron 
irajioi'teil, and, .still more unaccountably, the Avhole jmoduce of the i.sland (cocoa- 
nuts, salt, (ish, &e,) exported, were saddled Avith a custom of 8 per cent Some 
of those iiiipusitious almost look a.s if the object had been not to encourage 
trade, hut to extiuguisli it 'fhe only justilication must be. sought in tlie eager 
ih'sire of the goAmruot to sIioav that the original estimate of the revenue from 
th(‘ island vvoes not overrated, and that it Avas able not only to pay its expenses, 
but yield a surplus. 

While, the governor Avas thus taxing Ills ingoimity in tlic iimmtion of ueAV Jt'it.iiym 
sources ol'rc‘venue, Captain Shaxton, Ins deputy, was, if not actively encourag¬ 
ing, at least eouniviug at proceedings of a mutinous tendency. The principal 
grounds of (iomplaint by tlie .soldiers Aveve, that their period of .service, which 
was limited to three years, had expired, and that a month’s x^ay, wliicli bad been 
X)roini.se<l them, had been Avithheld. On these grounds they threatened to lay 
(ioAvn their anu.s. If tlie complaints Avere Avell founded, and it is to he. presumed 
that they were, as Bruce iu his Annals eommeuds the xiimdence of Pre.sident 
Aungier iu granting the demands of the KSoldier.s, it is not easy to see tlie justice 
of the xn’ai.se vAdiich. the same author be,stoAr.s ufion him for firnmasH in afterwards 
seizing the x'rincipal lea,der.s and trying them, not by eml, Imt by martial law. 

The charter, it is true, authorized martial laAA”, but it AAms .surely both right and 
expedient that, in haAung reoourso to it for the first time, the guilt should not 
only have been of a very aggravated descrifitioii, but that, er'en after it Avas 
XU'ovcd, judgment should have been tempered with mercy. Hothing of this is 
soon in f’resideut Aimgier’s proceedings. The men Avere xu'omised pay and then 
refused it; they had seiwed the full period for Avhich they had enlisted, and 
iu.si.sfcpcl on their discharge. If the. justice of the comxdaint cmdd not be denied, 

Voi. 1 43 , ' 
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tliu real fault was not in those who eoiiqthiiiied, luiL iii the ',!,()veruTnenL wlio 
made it iiceessiiiy. At all ('veiit-s, ther(' was noLliine in Iho condncL of the 
Ko-callcd imitiiK'Ci's to jnsLity tho honleiiee which coiiilcniiK'il tlirce of theni lo 
death, and which was actually carried into eli'eit in tho case of oiu> of Huso. 
This first exorcise of martial law in name oJ’ the tJompany took' place on Jllst 
Octohur, lG7i<. Captain Shaxton, the worst culprit, if there w'as one, vsis next 
tried, and found guilty on several charges, Imt his station, though it only 
aggravated his oll'eiice, protect'd liim, and ho was .s('nt to Fmglaud to be dealt 
with as might thei-e be deejued propier. 

The 7110,st memoi’ablo event in the hi,story of the Comjiany in I(!7(! was the 
formal ir(lo])tioii of tlu' jii-ineijilc of wirioi’U/i as the ladi' of ,snc;ee,ssl(m to olllees 
ol‘trust and tmiolunumt. In tlu' h'tter of the court to thi' jai'sideiiey of Surat, 
the mod(! iu which tlu' ])riiu‘iph* wiis b> he applied is thus stated:—“ .bor tlu' 
adviiiicemeiit of oui- iippimiticus, wi'direid, that, aftei' they have served for tlii' 
first five yetu'es, they .shidl hjive ,CI0 pei-auuum for the two lastyeauxs; ami 
liaviiig servi'd tlu'so two ycares, to be euteitayued, one yeare longei', as writers, 
and have winters’ sallaiy; and having .stwved that yisire, to enter into the dignu' 
oJ‘fixctoL'.s, which otherwi.sc would hiive been it'ii yetu'es, And knowing that a 
(UHtinetiiui of titles is iu many respt'cts nect'ssaiy, we do ordt'v, that when 
apprcnticeH have sowed their times, they he styled W}'ilers; and when writeiis 
have, R('iwed their times, they bo styl('d/((ch)7'.s; and factors h.-iving ,serv('d their 
titue.s, to be styled merchants; and merchiints luiving served their timo,s, to he 
styled scit/or'mcrc/iftjzks.” by this fUTangement many dis])iitf‘s as to advsuiee- 
iimiit were obviated, luid much di.seontont in conseipionoe ,su])pre,s.sed; lait tlio 
piinci})lo of saiiioritij, exccjit iu mei-e mid,tens of rontiuo, wlu'ti the most ordinary 
(piaiilicatious ooniLiined with a sullielent amonnt of practice m.ay.sullieo, is vieimi.s 
ill the extreme, bccairse it removes all stiinnlas to exertion, and luake.s no 
account of either ability or industry, ft is i-atlus’ singular that in laying down 
this rule tho court saw tho necessity of dejiarting from it iu one very important 
particular, by holding out a Idiid of pronuum to military tnloiit, onjoiniug all 
their civil servants “to ajiply themselves to aciiuiro a knowledge of military 
(llscipliiio, that, in the event, eithm- of any sudden attack, or of being found 
better qualified for military than for civil duties, they inighi receive coiu- 
nii,ssions, and have tho pay of milita,ry ofUeers, till the pleasure of the court 
should be knoivn.'’ 

In the coiir.so of tho war carried on betweim the M.ogul,s ami the Mahrattas, 
the Middee had made himself master of llonery iu the same way as Sevajee had 
of Konnery; and thu,s by the negligent and irresolute conduct whioh the locid 
authorities had jnir.sued, Bombay was expo.se,d to a double dangcj-, and it,s pros¬ 
perity was seriously interrupted. The court at home, greatly perplexed at tlie 
threatening aspect of affairs, seem not to have been ecpial to the emergency, and 
disregarding the danger of being ousted altogether, Icept insisting on a number 
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oi ])otLy deductions, Avlilcli produced mnoli discontent among their t)wn servants, 
and imposed various mw hurdcns rvliicli -wore loudly complained of Ijy the 
other inhahitauts, At the same time tonipoiizing expedients hecamc tlje order 
of the day; and hotli tlie Moguls and Malnnttas, emboldened by the pusillani¬ 
mous spirit in which tliei]' encroachments were met, .set no limits to their arro¬ 
gance. As if Eoinljay had bium .set up as a prize to be contended for, they were 
now only intent on deciding wlietlier Siddee or Hevsijee was to he the winning 
party. It would almost seem that the Com[)any were gradually making up their 
minds to .some sncli di,sastrons and igiioininioii.s result; for, in tlie face of remon¬ 
strances Irom India, complaining of the reductions ali'eady made, and distinctly 
■stating that without additional expenditure and reiiiforcoment.s the i.slaiid would 
he lost, the court iiitiraatod their dual decision that tlie forLiticati(jn,shaving been 
tlie source of the heaviest expense, were to be continued in their present state 
without further improvements—that the mamiing of the batteries was to he 
rc'duced to the loAve.st .scale po.ssible—and that, with the exception of one .small 
frigat{‘, the armed ships stationed for guarding the harbour were to he sold. 
The letter of the court, after putting the i.sland in jeopardy by these most 
improvident ntul niggardly injunction.s, ludicrously, or, as some would rather 
term it, insultingly, concludes with a recommendation to the governor to 
maintain .strict iliscipline, and have the garrison always jirepared for a vigorous 
del’eiice. 

The above letter, addre.ssod in the hegiuuirig of 1G79 to Surat, Avhich, by the 
way, was also to furui,sh its cpiota of reduction, by being degraded from a, pi-esi- 
di'uey to the le.s,s expensive form of an agency, produced a remonstrance which 
made the court paii.se before proceeding further in their reckless career of 
I'ctreuchment, iSurat accordingly resumed its rank as a presidency, and Bombay 
obtained .some .slight addition to its gaiTlson. The change of policy thus indi¬ 
cated unha})pily proved evane.scenb; and though Sambajee, now at the head of 
the Mahrattas, in consequence of the death of his father, was known to have 
aggTe.ssive designs on Bombay, its garrison, in Jannaiy, 1C83, could barely 
muster 100 Europeans, elamoiulng for additional pay as absolutely necessary to 
furui.sh them with tlie meams of .subsistence,' On a former occasion, when 
similar coiuphiiiits were made, the only .step taken was to tantalize the com- 
plaiuers by obtaining lotters-paient from the crown for the estahli.sbmont of a 
mint, at Bombay, a measm’e which, however useful in itself, only .increased tlie 
(juautity of coin without giving them any larger share of it, On the present 
occasion the eomphunts were similarly treated; and the letter from home in 1684 
was chielly occupied with announcing the erection of a comi; of admiralty, the 
judge of which, appointed by royal cominission, tvaa to have jurisdiction as firr as 
the C'ompanyls limits extended, and employ it specially for the suppression of 
' unlicensed trading. In this arrangement Bombay was thus far interested, that 
it was not only to become the seat of the new court, but to be regarded in future 
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AD 1081 as an independent English settlement, and the seat nt the power and trade t)l 
the Enfflisli nation in tlie. East Indh'S. 

KLigwms While the conrt at home were conleiTiiie’ this ma^’niloipieiit title' on Ilomhay, 
an eTcnt had taken place which Ihreatcned to rei\<.ler it a mockery (Japtuiu 
Eiehard Keio'win, t!m comnrander of the gaiaisoii, in coneerL vvdth Eiisiyn Thorn- 
hurn and othei.-i, .suddenly, on the 27th Docemher, TGS3, seized Mr. Ward, llie 
deputy-governor, aiid tlic mcinher.s of council who adhered to him, and is.sued a 
proclamation annulling the authority of the Company, and declaring the island 
to he inimediatel}' under the protection of the King ol England. 1 )issatis(aetion 
with the treatment which he had received from Eir J o.siah Chihl, and his hrother, 
JiLr, afterwards vSir .lohn Child, wlio had ohtaiucil a complete aseemh'uey, tlu' 
one as govprnoi’ of the Company and the other as pn’.sideiit ol Hurat and governor 
of Buinhay, had tenrpted him to turn rehel, vvdiile the general discontent pro¬ 
duced by the paltry roduction.s iiinl otlier impolitic proeei'ding.s alrt'ady adverted 
to, soon made the rebellion cour])letely suceessfiil With coiuparativt'ly li'w 
exceptions the gari'isou and the inhahitants, when assemlih'd, approved of hi.s 
conduct, and recognized him as governor. The whole power of tlu' island was 
thus in his hands. It is not easy to .see on what grounds lu' (‘ould liavt' 
imagined that his usurpation would receive any countenance in England; hut 
as if lie had been acting with the sanction of the crown, and with a single view 
to its interests, he required all the inhabitants to renew their allegiance to it, and 
firoceeded to administer the government in its name, Iimriodiately on hoiiring 
of the in.surrection President Child despatched three of the Company’s homeward 
bound ships from 8urat, having on hoai'd commi.s.sion('rs authoi'izeil to take 
measure,s which it was thought would iirove dfectual. Wlieu tlu'y arrived 
the frenzy was at ii,s height; and the crews of the shi])S, catching the iiifi'ciinn, 
so far from as,si.sting in sujrpx’essing the revolt, began openly to fraternize with 
the revoltcrs. The eomraissioner.s, alarmed at this ue.w danger, were glad to 
avert jt by aUowmg the ships to eontim,ic their voyage. In tlu' meantime they 
remained on hoard a country vessel. 

Hfl .iiamiiiiK About a iiionth after the insurreetion broke out Pro'sitlont Cliild arrivc'd with 
fcliree oilier CoinpaiiyK .ships, and on finding from tlu'. spiriL wliieh prevailed, 
both on the island and among his own crews, that force wa.s out of the (picstion, 
made lavish promises of'pardon and redress of grievance,s. Keigwin li,steui!d 
to his propo.saLs, but it was only to reject them; and after two months spent 
in unavailing conferences, the president despatched the ships to England, ami 
with his commissioners returned crest-fallen to Sui'at, leaving the revoltcrs .still 
masters of the Island. Keigwin, aware that ajqioiu'ances were entirely against 
him, drew up a justification, wliich ho transmitted to the. king and the Euko 
of York. His principal jiletis were that by the misconduct of the parties in¬ 
trusted witii ,.the management of the Oorapimy at home and abroad, Bombay 
was on the point of being lost, and nothing but the energetic mea.snroa 
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wldch ho had taken could have &ccnvcd its continuance as a de|iendency of the ad iiisn 
Livitisli crown. 

On receiving intelligence of the Bonihaj- revolt, and of tlie attempt which imist.gi- 
Iveigwin had made to ju.stily Ins jn-oceedings, the Company ap})omted a com- umnmtac 
inittee of hecrec}''to connniinicate directly witli the crown, and take whatever 
other ineaHure.s might seem expedient. In a report specially ai [dressed to the 
Icing, they asserted that so far from acting penurionsly with their otlicers and 
soldiers, their pay and enconrag-emeiit.s wore .superior to tho.se which the Dutch 
granted to their troops, that their president and governor had given every 
indulgcnco to tlie garri.son “compatible with the duty oi’roudering the revenues 
epiial to tlio charge,s of the fstabltslimcntand tliat, .since they liad entered 
to ])nsse.ssioii of the island, they had exjreudcd the .sum of £300,000 on fortitl- 
catiuiis, an excellent Inu'honr, and other improvements. In conclu.sioii, they 
rc'turned to an old complaint hy hlaming the interlopers as the luain iu.stigator.s 
to tlu‘ revolt, endeavoured to arouse the jealousy of the king by reminding him 
that the revolter.s had attacked his prerogative hy questioning the riglit of tlie 
crown to give exclusive jirivilege.s of trade without the authority of the legisla¬ 
ture, and iiiutc'd tliat the revolt, so far from heiag caused by any nmluo use of 
their powers, wa-s vatlier owing to a defect in the powers them.selves, which did 
not penuit tliem to deal summarily and effectually with delinquents. 

During tlie,se proceeding,s in England, Keigwiu continued not only to main- Supwi’-i-'ra'i 
t,ain Ids position, hut olitaiiicd a rocognitiou of his autliority from Sambajee, mutu.j- 
witli whom lie negotiated a treaty giving- the privilege of free trade ■within the 
Mahratta dominion,s. lilore than this, Samhajee consented to the payment of a 
considerable sum due to the Company. This treaty and payment, together with 
the, alleged fact that the, island was now entirely 8 up]) 0 rted by its own revenne, 
fm-nislied Keigwiu with phuisiblo grouutls for maintaining that his ]n-oce('ding.s 
had advaiieod the iuterc,stH lioth of the crown and the Company. It was impo.s- 
sible, however, that lie could he listimod to; and despatches were sent off from 
England, with a coinniis.siou under the gi-eat seal, directed to the presideirt and 
councils a.t Snrat and Bombay, and to the commandens of the Company's ships, 
to take fche necessary steps for the i-ecovery of the island. In the event of a 
peaceable delivery, a general pardon was to bo proclaimed to all except Keigwin 
and othoi’ three ringleaders. i\s it seemed probable that force would bo iroces- 
sary, President Child w-as appointed captain-general a.nd arhniral of the Com¬ 
pany’,s sea and land forces, Sir Thomas Grantham vice-admiral, and the senior 
commander of the Company’s ahip.s reajr-admiral, Though the revolt wa,s the 
immediate occasion of these appointments, it will soon be seen that ulterior 
olijecm -were contemplated by them. Indeed, the necessity of these appoint¬ 
ments, ,so fan a.s related to the revolt, had ceased hofore the knowletlge of them 
had reached India, Keigwin having in the interval agreed to deliver up the 
island to Bir Thomas Grantham, on receiving a free pardon for himself and his 
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as.S()C'iatc.s. In tenny of this aiTangciueat, tin* island was tormally surreiidcTed 
on the J9fch of November, Ib'S-J', In the beginning of tlic lollowing year a now 
reign oominencoil hy the death of Charlos on (ith Jhlirnary, IGiSo, and the acces¬ 
sion of JainoiS II A great eliango in tlie policy of the Company inuiu'diately 
took ])l.icc; hut befoj’c tracing it, it will b(' pro[)er to attend to the chanoos 
which had in the meanwhile hoon taking place in the other seWlenn'iits ol (he 
Com|iany. 

Notwith.staiiding' the numerous olistructiuna to vvhioh the trade ol the Com¬ 
pany was suL)j(»eted in the Eash'rn islauda, it was determined still to perseveu', 
and Ijantain, as tin' most eonveni('nt iuteviaodiate \)uint, coutimied to engross a 
considerable share of the annual invo.stmcut.s. In the s(‘a,son 107(1-77, the share 
allotted to it consisted of eight vessels, amounting in the aggregate to 8180 
tons The spice trade was .still the great inducement, hub a new inter(‘,st had 
been created hy the prospect of estahli.shing .a liicLoiy in t'hina. In that east*, 
it was s\ipposcd that Bantam would become tiic eutvejAt between China, and 
India. This pnrpo.se it was already serving to some extent; and (ho agt'ut ol' 
TJaiitam was under orders to send anunally, on the Com[)any’s account, tc'a of 
the best (piality to tlio value of 100 dollars. In thi.s season, liowevc'r, a diivet 
iutereourse was to be iittempled, hy .sending si small v('ssel to Amoy undi‘r tlie 
charge of a person of known ])vn(lenee and inteUigenec. From his infonuation, 
the expediency of adopting furtln'r steps might he judged, d’his hopeful experi¬ 
ment wa,s fru.strate<l hy an atrocity'. In April, 1677, Mr. White, ilu' agent, .nnd 
a Jiumber of tlie principal servamts of the agency, while sailing up the river of 
llautam in their boat.s, were rvaydaid by the native.s and hailiaruusly mas,sacred 
I'he, king and hi,s sons were saspected of complieity, hut denied it, and ]iromised 
to make every I'xertiou to discover and pimi.sh the perpetrators. Whether they 
did so is very doubtful, but the promise was all that the few survivors could 
obtain. The elfect was a temporary' extinction of the agency. Ju the snhse- 
rpienfc season new a])pointnu'nts were made, but they a,[)]H'ar not to have, been 
judicious. Instead of attending to their proper duties the persons ap[ioiutod 
neglected them, and spent their time in sipiahhling with each othei-, Ju siieli 
circumstance,s trade langui.shed, ami before it could be revival tlu' opening 
Avhich had been antici[iatod at Amoy was clo.sed by a Chine.se civil war. Amid 
these discomagements, the only favourable incident was an ovei'tnre. from tho 
Viceroy' of Canton oIFeriug to admit the Engli,sh to trade. In more jiro.spei-ous 
tiTne,s it would have been eagerly onibraced. but the* Company conteutei.! them¬ 
selves with returning a respectful answer, and requesting to know whai. privi¬ 
leges of trade would be given if an English factory were e,stahlishcd at that 
port. 

In the season 1G711-80, the prospect at Bantam had again hrlghtonodi For 
three ships, carrying IGOO tons and a .stocJc of £(>9,000, cliiolly bullion, were 
despatched to it. The iuducomont doc.s not clearly appear; hut from its being 
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mLiufcioiiGil in the instructions tliat war was approliendcd lietwt'cn the King of 
Bautain and the Dutch, it may have heeii anticipated tliat hi the even! of the 
king pioviiig victorious, the Coinjiany, in pushing Llieir trade in that ipunLer, 
would no longer have to encounter tlien most I'onnidahlo connietitors in the 1 '"^^ «;tb 
siiccoeding seasons the investments to Dantam lefainrd thoii inipoitance, hut 
ham incidental allusions it may he gathered that it was not so innch on account 
of tliat ])oit itself as of the facilities whieli it atforded for foijuing connections 
with China Amoy was ag.iiu accessihle, hut its infeiioiity as a trading station 
to Canton had heconie more and more apjiareut As the ^iceroy of the latter 
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still eoniinned to profess fiiendship, instiu(“tions weie given in the season 
lGHl-82 not only to renew the coiuuuinication witli him, hut to make ]ires('nts 
to Id in on a moderate scale, and assure him that, if projier privileges weie 
granted, large sliijis with rich cargoes would annually visit iiis poit 

d’he threateneil war with the King of Bantam and the Dutch was nnwAnominh'o 

^ , . , » by ltd 

alumt to hecoinc a reality. It was prohahly witli a view to it, and the hope ot ivn.Ktu 
scenring a jiowerful protector, that the king took the cxtraoidiiiary step of 
.sending amhassador.s to England They aiiived, and had intervioAVS lioth with 
the king and the Company. Tlu' only reeouled residt is that the Company’s 
ships earried out for him a present of 500 barrels of gunpoAvder. Before it 
arrived the war had boon both begun and ended. The Dutch, AAoth then' usual 
sagacity, had made tlic victory easy hy exciting an internal disson&ion, and 
giving ihei)' snjiport to the winning party. Tlie king’s own son had heeu 
induced to take up arnrs against him, and in 1082 effected a rcAmluliion Avhieh 
gave him the throne. One of lii.s fiiAst .stops Avas to take possession of the Com¬ 
pany’s faolory. This, we may presume, was done either at the instigation of 
the Dutch or to gratify them; but he liad soon canse to sco that while he sup¬ 
posed himself indebted to them for a throne, they had only been u.sing him 
as their tool, The whole power was already in their hands, and scarcely a year 
elapsed before they had proelaiinod themselves absolute masters. The Company, 
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as on foniKT occasioiia of a similar dusciiption, clanioured loudly lor rcdross, 
and uegofciaLiony wiili tliat, view wore opened btdwccn fclie Kii^lisli ii.O’s ennneiii 
aud the States-general These, after promising lunoh, proved ahortive, and the 
Company’s coniiectiou with Jjantam was liu.dly closed It laid lasted eighty 
yeai s 

About this time the (Jompany’s trade in the Persian Cull was threalened 
with .similar cxtiiietion. At a very early peiiod in their hi.story they had here 
acLiuired a jjermanont revenue, independent of the piofits ol trades liy a giant ol' 
half of the custom,s of Comlierooii as a reward for assi,sting- the Persianw to 
ex]>el the Poitnguose iroin Orinuy: For a series ol yeans they drew large .sums 
by virtue of this giant, and at the same time carried on an. extensive tradi', 
iiialdug advantageous ovehanges of Hluglish aud liuliaii goods against the raw 
,sdks and otlier prodiieo of Persia Every new reign in that country, howevi-r, 
cndangeied both their reveiniu aud ilu-ir tiadc; and they would often havi' 
ahandoiied the latter altogctlier had they not heen aware that tlie moment they 
eeased to cany it on the fonnor also would he forfeited At last the levi'uue 
hucumo still more precarious than tin- trade, and it continued amnially to ilgure 
in the Company’s books under the name of arrears ol’ cusLom.s at Goiolu'roon, 
Again and again coimuunicatious passed on this subject between the court at 
home and the presidency at Hurat 

The great (question was how the Persian trade could bi' most eireetiialiy 
revived, and payment of aiTcars obtained. At one time negotiation, at auotlier 
foree, .seemed expedient; and the Company hung, as it were, .susj.iended between 
the two, leaning sometimes to the one and sometimes lo the other. In the 
season l(J7o-76, the wailike tendency had so far prevailed that two of the ships 
ciinsigned to Surat were armed for servici' in the Perdau Cidf; hut liefore the 
final plunge was taken misgivings arose, and the conclusion arrivi'd at was that 
could 3000 tomands, oipiivalent to CDOOO sterling jier annum, be ohiained by 
treaty ill lieu of the Gomberooii custom,s, it would be i'ar bi'Uer to lu'gotiato. 
This was undoubtedly a very judieious conclusion. Negotiation upiiears 
accordingly to have lieen attempted, hut unfortunately without sucee.ss; for in 
IG77-7S, we find the Company again agitating the cpu'stiou of peaec' or war 
with Persia, and again giving the preference to the former, though it was only 
hoped that iirstead of 3000, 1000 tomands might he na'ovoied. During the 
following- ,sea,son the suliject appears to have been overloriked, aud in that of 
1679-80 it is mentioned onty to record the desponding resolution, that rmlehs 
the trade at Goinberoon should he more advantageous tlian it had proved for 
several ymars it was to be relinquished. The very next year tlto Coin-L nmst 
have been agreeably snrpri,sed to learn that the arronvs which tluy had thus 
begun to regard as a desperate debt had bocome tlie subject df a special lirman, 
by wliioh the. King of Persia had ordered tlio payment of 1000 tomand,s as 
their share of the Gustom.S for the iireviona year, and that their agent was in 
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(3X])ectation of receiving anotlier 1000 tomaiirlM for tlie envrent ycai-. It might 
liavc l^uen suppo.sed that negotiation, wliich liarl already produced such gratify- 
ing results, would henceforth have the preference, and yet, strange to say, the 
language of the court in regard to Persia l)ec-onies more warlike than ever; and 
in 1GS3, wiiile their agent at Gomberoon was infonned of “their deterinmatiou 
to adopt more sj)irited measures,” a remoii.straueo wa.s pre.sentcd to the King of 
Persia himself. The purport of this d(jeumcnt, as analyzed Ly Mr. Bruce in his 
Amiah, i.s singular enough to be worth (piotiiig. “The court,” he sajss, “after 
stating thc'ir claims to his Jrrtice, which wa.s pro verb iallj'' held in Ernope to he 
unalteraldc,” proceeded to inform hi.s majesty, “tliat contrary to this justice his 
minister,s nr oflicer.s at the port at which the English factorie.s were settled, or 
to which their .ships rc,sort(«l had oh.structed their trade, in direct violation of 
solemn treaLios hotween the two countries; that though witli respectful defer¬ 
ence they prayed for relief, yet, pi)s.sessiug a naval power which was unrivalled, 
if such relief should he withheld by his ministeus and officers, they trusted tliat 
.so great and so just a prince would, instead of coTisidoririg that naval force 
which they emiiloycd for their protection as di,'-respectful to his dignity, view 
it only as a necessary expedient for restoring the amicable rehiLion.s between 
Ponsia and Euglaiid.” The high-flown comjilimcnt jiaid to the shah’s justice, 
however uuduservod, may pa.ss as an orientalism; hut nothing can he more 
ludicrous than the dosoription of their naval i) 0 wt>r as “unrivalled,” and their 
request that he would consider the employment of it against him as only a 
“neces,sary expedient” for restoi’ing “amicable ixdations.” 

For the unsatisfactory state of matters at Bantam and Goraberoon, the 
Company had some crunpensatioii in the progre,ss which they continued to make 
at Madras and in Bengal. The attempt of the Dutch on Bomha.y had .shown 
i,he noce.s,sity of pj’eparing for a similar attenqit on Fort St. George, and the 
works had been so .strengthened as to be capable of a vigorous resistance. The 
expense was, as usual, a subject of comidaint in the letter from the court; 
and in 1670 .special insLruction,s were given that no now hiiikling.s should be 
proceeded with, until plau.s and estimates were sent home and retmued 
approved. This was undoubtedly the regular course, but the emergency justified 
the neglect of it, and sub-sequent events proved that the ex])enditure on forfcifi- 
ca,tiona had been wisely made. Sevajee, during an irruption into the Carnatic, 
had passeil within a short distance of Madi-as, and there i,s reason to presume 
that nothing but its .strength praserved it from treatmoiit sizuHar to that which 
Sru'at had moi-e than once expei-ienced. By his capture of Gingce and Vellore, 
he had pormaneiitly -fixed himself in its vicinity; and no1,hing therefore could 
have, been more impixulent than to leave any portion of it oxpo,sed to an attack, 
(jither by laud or sea. Indeed, in the very next season, the comb had become 
so much alive to the importance of Fort St. George as a place of .security for 
their property and servants, that they -virtnally vdthdi’Cw the censure they had 
VoL. I. 43 
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previously passed, and ordeied the comnuiiiders ol .ships eoiisigiied to the Coio- 
luaiidol ('oust, “to take iu as uiaiiy large stoius at Joli.uina (oue t)[ the (Vnuoi'o 

I.slcs) as tliey could stow, to he 
used foi' tlie building ol' tlie 
loiL, tliat it might lie |iJae(‘d in 
a suflleieiiL ,s(a,te of defence 
against any ('iiemy” 

Meanwhile the snhji'et of 
levemu’ was sllll upjieimost iu 
the minds of the coint, and 
they never omitted an occasion 
of ineuh atlng the necessity of 
inereasing it, and ]a-opo.slng 
plans tin this purpose Among 
tliese the Jiist wliieli .suggested 
itself was a house ta\, with a, 
view to which ii sin vey was to 
hci made of all the house.s at M’.ulras, both iu the Portuguese and hlaik towu.s 
Iu antieipatiou of the disianiteut which this tax, and a duty iiiqio.sed ou ai tides 
of couhuiuptioii, would produce, the authoritica weie instructed to explain tliat 
“ those who lived under the English protection must couLiihutc to the diarges 
hy winch that protection was uiaintained” There were two other ]ilan,s of 
iuci’easing' tlio revenue, for vdiich le.ss apology was reipiiicd The one was to 
obtain authority from tlio King of Golconda, to estahlish a mint at Madras, 
similar to the one wliidi had alieady, Ly the authority of tlio English moiiardi, 
heen established at L’ombay; tlie otlier was to institute a hank, not. however, 
iu the lull .sense of the term, htiL merely to receive deposits I'or a limited time, 
and to an amount not excot'diiig in all XIOO.OOO. The iiuluceuient to dciio.sitons 
was the payment of interest at the rate of not moie than six iier cent, ; and 
the object of the Coupiany was not merdy to procure the moans of' pnrehasing 
goods at the cheapest rates, hut to form a .stock which would enable the agency 
and its dependericie.s to conntcrhalance the lulluence of the Dntdi. (lon.sider- 
ing the very humble .scale of the proposed hank, it is diflicult to under,stand 
how so much should have been expected from it. 

The ]5rogross of the Company's trade in Bengal was at this peiiod comsider- 
able. The juincipal factory Avas still Hooghly, to which aovoral other,s—Bala- 
sore, Cossiiuhazar, Dacca, Makla, and Patna—^were subordinate, in the seauson 
1674-70 the Avhole amount of .stock, principally bullion, sent to the eastern coast 
of India was £203,000. Of this, £(15,000 was destined for Bengal it seems to 
have been suspected that it rvould prove iiusufficienk and accordingly the fictors 
were authorized to increase it by taking up £20,000 at interest, The invest¬ 
ment purchased was to consist chiefly of silks and taffetas of a fine quality. 
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and siiltpeLre. Should any hUrpluH money remain, it was to he emjiloyed in 
purcliasing Adiite sugar, cotton J'^arn, turmeric, and Lees’-wax, merely to fill up 
.spare tonnage In the two following- yeai.s Llie amount of tire invostnient was 
nearly tlie same; but in 1 (>77-78 it rose to X100,000, and was still considered 
far from its maximum, a.s the factons were permitted to increa.se it by Lorrowiiig. 
In 1(180-81 it amounted to £170,000, and in the following season to £2o0,000, 
di.strihuted a.s follows;—£110,000 to (Jo.ssimba 2 ;ar, £14,500 to Patna, £32,000 
to Pala.sore, £15,000 to Makla, and £12,000 to remain at Ilooghly. Hitherto 
Bengal had been .subordinate to Fort St George, but it was non^ considered of 
snllieieiit importance to constitute a dLstluet and independent agency Mr. 
iledgo.s, who had been a member of the management in England, was .sent out 
witli .special powers to be agent and governor of tlie Comp/any’s aftiiir.s in Bengal. 
Ills e.stablisbmcnt, however, apjpear.s to liave been on a very humble .scale, as 
hi.s guard, re.stri(’ted to twenty soidiei's under “a coiporal of ajipiroved fidelity 
and courage,” were to perform in addition the double dutj'- of pi'otectiiig the 
factory at Ilooghly and acting against the iuterlopei-s 

In con.surpuonce of the erection of Bengal into a .sejiaiate agency, vessels 
were di'spatilied direct from Englaml to the Gauges, and on a scale which 
.show.s that the importance of the trade in this (piarter was now duly appire- 
eiated. In 16S2-83, one of the vessels carried thirty guns; another wa.s of the 
size of 700 tons, which was rather umi.snal at this p)eriod. The agent was 
empowered to borrow £200,000, which, Avitli the imempiloyed .stock and credit 
of the fornior season, v-as expected to yield a pre.seiit .sum for investment of 
.£.350,000; and liope.s were held out that the stock of the ensuing sea.sori would 
aunaint to £000,000, pvineipally in bullion. Tliesc hopes, however, Avere not 
realized, serious dlfficultie.s having ari.scn botli at liome and abroad—at home 
by tlie unexp)ected liiilure of .several large lionses whicb used to supply the 
Goinpany wi(,h bidlion for export; and abroad by the lo&,s of one of the outAWiril 
bound ships with £70,000 of Imllion on board, the capture of Bantam by the 
iJuteh, and the imposition of new and Iieavior customs in Bengal, togctlior with 
tlie discovery of irregularities in the Company’.s factorie.s in that province. In 
con.serpuencc of all these untoward events a panic began to pi-evail, and a nin 
took pdace on the Comptaiiy’s treasury threatening it with insolvency. Instead, 
therefore, of piroAdcling foreign investments, the court resolved in the meantime 
to re,servo all the pirodnce of their aale.s for the piayinent of their debts, and 
neitber to .send bullion to India nor make any dividend to their pirojtrietors till 
these debts wm’o lupuidatod. With the view of facilitating this proee.ss of liipui- 
dation, all the settlements abroad were jdaced on the lowest possible .scale; and 
Bengal, wlilcli had begun to act as an iadeprendent agency, was again made 
subordinate to Madras, Somewhat ineonfijisteiiily, at the very time when Bengal 
was thus shorn of its independence, the court were seriously contempdating a 
great addition to its importance by endeavouring to acquire posse,ssion of an 
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island in the iiioatli of the Gano’cs Could wuclt an aequiidtion. Ijc made, foi'tili- 
cation.s wove to he immediately coimnenecd. Sueli was the duhious position of 
the Company’s ubtalili.slimeiits in BtiUij’al when Charles ll. died 
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Markoil iliangn iii Ihii G'oni|iaiiy's policy on the acccebion of .liunes II.—Ilostilo jiu'piiratioiia—IViir 

with the Mogul—^Bisasti-ous le^nUs. 


HE Duke of York, now James 11, had keen a cousidcrahlo 
shareholder in the Company, and was uudtu’siood bo ho wilUnf.!; 
to enqiloy all tlie ])owev and iidlntnice of tlie crown in their 
favour. A new course of pro.speriby was hence anticipated, 
and it .soon Lccamu appartmi that the moderation and caution 
liitlioi'to luaiiiiestcd were no longer deemed neccs,sary. The iutoiloper.s wt'iv 
lienceforth to he proceeded against with a rigour which, while atlmltted to la‘ 
luo.st dcsiraljle, had previously been deemed impolitic. In England pro.secutions 
were immediately to he comiuencod in the Court of King's I’encli against no 
fewer than forty-eigdit individiuds, who were charged witli violating the Com¬ 
pany's exclusive prLvil(‘ges, and sevond of wlioin, it was .supposed, would lie 
unal)le to make any eilectutd defence, because the .statements contained in their 
petitions to the king were to be laid hold of as admi.ssions of guilt. In India 
tlic judge-advocate esbabli.slied at Bombay was furiii.slied witli the coile of martial 
law established in the British army, tliat it luigld, hecome the rule of lu.s conduct 
In trying the comnuuidei's and ofHcers of the inteilojiiug sliijis; and the president 
and council were specially enjoined not to perplex theiu.selve.s with cpiestion.s a,s 
to the legality of the proceedings, hut to he careful in providing that the aen- 
tcnce.s pfououiiced hy the judge shoidd he carried into execution. Tins Conqiany 
must have hemr aware, that the outcry which liad heen raised against them would 
blurs hecome more clamorous than ever; but they acted as if they had imhibed 
the .spirit of the last of the Stuarts, and were resolved, if they could not con¬ 
ciliate public opinion, to set it at defiance. 

Ill a similar .spirit, the native powers were no longer to he addressed in sub¬ 
missive petition,s, hut given to understand that the Company would lioneoforth 
treat with theiri as an iudc])('ndent power, and when aggrieved Avould, if neces¬ 
sary, compel redre,ss hy force of arais. To show that this haughty tone meant 
as umch a.s it expressed, the Company obtained the king’s patent, authorizing 
them to appoint their president, Bir John Child, " ca,plain-general and admiral 
of all their forces hy sea and land, in the northern parts of India, from Cape 
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Comorin to tlic Gulf of Pcvsin’' To give effect to tliis appointment, lie was to a.d lebs. 
fix tlie f-K'fit of govei'nmetit at Bombay, wliilo Surat was to be retluced to a himple 
factory; and lie wa.s to iiiaintaiii a kind of state, by tlie attendance of a guard 
of English grenadiei'K under the command of an ensign with the rank of captain 
It was presumed that tlic removal to Bombay would give umbrage to tbo Jlogul 
govoT'nment, but under tbe new policy tins was a veiy secondary consideration, 
a,s nut onl 3 '' tbe Mogul, but Sambajec and the native princes gmierally, were to 
be given to understand that the Company had now in Bombay an iiiijnegnable 
retreat, from wliicli they would be able to retaliate at sea for any exactions and 
depredations to wliich they mi.ght be .subjected on .shore ll'lds was no empty 
menace, for the .sinne vo.s.sel which cai'ricd out the above public iuslrnction.s, 
carried others of a still more important nature, tran.'-mitted from a .secret com- 
irattce, with tbe ap]n'obation of the king, and intended not to be made known 
till the moment for acting upoji tliein bad arrived. 

An armament on a lar larger .scale than the Company had over hefore fitted Wiuhrn 
out laid sailed from England, It coirsisted of ten ships, mounting from twelve 
to seventy guns each, and carrying a.s many troops a,s, with those which were 
orchu't'd to join tliem on their arrival, would make 1000 regular infauLiy. Its 
destination was Bengal On a.iTLving there, and foiming, with the Company’s 
ships, a licet of nluetcen sail, it was to effect a landing at Chittagong, on the 
north-east side of tiic Bay of Bengal, and take permanent pus,session of it, forti¬ 
fying it in the best manner, mounting 200 cannons upon it, establishing a mint, 
and levying live pt'r cent, customs on the iuhabitanls. The. pos.sibility of a failure 
seems never to have been con tom] >la,ted. The inRlniction.s, accoishngly, pre- 
auiuiug a complete success, enter into a number of minute details for the purpo.se 
of regulating future prooeedinga. After Chittagong Avas oaptui'ed and made 
.secure, and all Mogul slhi),s of cveiy descrijffiou bad been seized and declared 
laAvful prizes, the expedition was to ])roceed up the ea.stern bi'ancb of the Ganges 
against Dacca, Suiiposing, as a matter of course, that the nabob and his troops 
Avould immediately save themselves fy flight, peace was to he offered to him on 
the following conditions; that he should cede the city and torrifcoiy of Chitta¬ 
gong to the Company, and })a3'' the debts ho OAved tliem; that he should aUoAv 
the rnp(!es coined at Chittagong to iiass current in his district, and restore all 
privilege,s according to ancient finnans. Should he claim restitution of the 
sliip.s and property .seized, he Avas to be told that the parties Avere to bear their 
respective. los.4es and expenses during the war; and that, Avhile these Avere the 
mo,st fiwonrable terms which the Company Avere dispo.ml to concede, even tbe.so 
Avould not be landing upon them, nule.ss they Averc ratified and omhodiod in a 
regular treaty by tbe Great Mogul. 

As if a .single yar Avere nut enough at one time, the armament Avaa also to to bo 

^ ^ p attaclccd. 

commence liobtilibies witli the Kang of Siam, and seisse hiB ve^seiM by way ol 
compensation for the losses which the Company had sustained in his dominions. 
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Nov was tlus all The Povfcivgne.se wove to be doalfc wifch affcor a siiuilav [iishion; 
aiul if fchey confcinned fco exaefc L-ii.sfcuiu.s afc 'I'aima aiirl O'iivanja, (he pve.sidenfc 
afc Coiiibay was uofc only to rclu.se fcliciii, but to ein|)lny ilio (loefc and luilibiiy 
forces at bi.s disjvo.sal in .seizing Sal.setfcc and otlu'v dependeneic'.s, wbieb it was 
iisscrted that the grant of the poifc and tslaiid of Poinbay ought to have eavviofl 
along svitb it. 

Idle extravagance of these .selienie.s, suflicicnfcly apparent in it.self was .signally- 
proved by the result On fciie 2Stli Oefcoher, Ifidh, in couscxpvence of a, ([uai’vel 
between three Engli.sh and .some native so]dier.s in the bazaar afc Ilooglily, ho.s- 
tilifcic.s were prematurely comuienced. Tlie nahoh’.s troop.s were deleated, and 
ITooghly .suffered .severely liy a cannonado of the Cuiupanj’^'.s lleet. Peforo this 
event, vShaistalv Khan, the nabob, was (Imposed to coiuproiuise luattcv.s with tin" 
Company, or submit their ditlmnici's to arhitraiiou. An amicable setldement 
was now impossilvie, and indeed was not desired by tlie Compaivy, who had made 
lip a list of clahns exeeednig in tlu' aggregate .i;5h0,00h sterling, and were 
indulging the hope, that by their warlike .sncce.s.ses a eonsiderahle portion of it 
might be scenred for their treasury, Ihoiigli they nui.st have been awav’o that 
man_y of the items ehargod were iictitiou.s, or at least conjecUu'al, As a s]K'ci- 
inoii the followhig maybe mentioned;—“For detaining y" agent -with yr silk 
afc Oas.suinliuzar, fOO.OOO rupees" (A4(),()00). “For what extortial from u.s in 
piusents, tke, 200,000 rupees” (£20,000). “To demontge of .shipping, the three 
last yeans, 2,000,000 rnpee.s' (£200,000). “For charge of 1000 men, and twenty 
ships for ye war, also 2,000,000 rupees” (0200,000). 

Immediately after the attaek on Ilooglily, the Moguls, protending to he 
inthnidatcfl, but merely ^yifcll the view ol‘ gaining time, ohiained a ce.sHation of 
ho.sfcilifcie,s, during which the servants of tlie Company removed wifch then'pro¬ 
perty from that town, and on 20fch December, KiSG, fixed on Chnttanuttis', or 
Calcutta, as a safer sta.fcioii while negotiation.s -were ])ending, How tliese would 
i.s,svie .soon became apparent; for the, ualvoli, making no .S(icrc‘fc of hi.s iutimtions, 
seized upon the English factory at Patna, a.iul imprisoned all tlie imnate.s. The 
prospeehs of tlie Company now he,caine suIHeiently alarming. The prematuro 
attack had made the M,oguls a,ware of wliat was intended; the .suh,si'(jui'ut delay 
had enabled them to complete their preparatioms; and it had become impoRwihle 
to disguise the fact, that the avniament which had heeu provided was imuleijuato 
to its object Chittagong could not he attacked with any pruhahility of sueceas. 
In proportion fco the extravovgance of the hoiies which had heen entertained was 
the di'spondency produced hy failure. Mr. Gytford, the president of Madrms, 
■first took alarm. Aurungzeho’fi army was approaching. It had already con- 
tpiered the kingdom ol' Bejapoor; that of Clolconda was on the ])ojnfc of sharing" 
the- saiuo fate. What then was to prevent it from continuing its vi(!toriou,s 
career, and advanoing upon Madras? Fort Bt. George, to reinforce tlie expedi¬ 
tion to Bengal, had heen left almost entirely without a garrison and without 



('iiAP VII] NEW PLANS 343 

military &iorus Thug uuprovidod witli tlie moaus of defence, tVio pre&ident saw 
no safety for it except in negotiation "With this view he opened a coinunmi- 
cation with the Mogul, and by means of vaiions llinisy excuses for the hostihfies 
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in JJungal, humbly deprecated his displeasure, and prayed for a confii'ination of 
the privileges which Madras bad so long enjoyed. 

The court at home, never (beaming of the gloomy aspect which affairs had 
iissniiK^d, continued to busy thembclves with their schemes of aggrandi^cement, 
and the various changes Avhieh might become necessary by the accomplishment 
of thorn. In imiUitioii of the Dutch at Batavia and Colombo, they rai.sed Bombay 
to the r.ank of a regency, and declared their wish that it should bo fortified “ as 
strong as art and money could make it.” As the .seat of government. Sir John 
Cliild, who presided at it, wa.s to have unlimited power over all the CoiupanjfB 
settlements in India Madras, too, though subordinate to Bombay, was also 
raised to tbe rank of a regency, and at the same time (1687) received a charter 
of incorporation. Before tbi.s charter was granted the governor and deputy- 
governor of the Company were commanded to attend his majesty at the cabinet 
cormcil. The suhject of tbe intended charter was then largely debated, though tire 
only c|uestion which appears to have excited muob interest was—^whetlier the 
charter should jiass immediately by the king, under the great seal, or wliotlier 
it should pass under the common seal of the Company. One member of coimeil 
argued In favour of the former method, hut the governor, when the king asked 
his oj)mion, replied as follows:—“What his majesty thought best the Comjiany 
would alway.s think so; hut if his majesty expected the gOAmi'nor’.s private 
opinion, he had ever been of opinion, that no person in India should he employed 
by immediate commission from his majesty, because if they were they would be 
prejudicial to oar service by their arrogancy, and prejudicial to them.selves, 
because the wind of extraordinary honour in their heads would probably make 
them so hauglity and overbearing that we should be for(3ed to remove them.” 
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Thife i/lo-sv of Lhe matter so far jirevailod, that the charter was made to pass under 
the c-ominnn sea) of tin' Gompany. Under tins diarter tlie coipointion was to 
consist of a mayor and ten aldermen (thj'ec (/Ompanys .seiasuits and .seven 
natls’'e.s), who were to he ju.sticc's of the ])ea.ce, and wear thin .silk scarlet gowns, 
ami of 120 hui-gesscs vvdth black silk gowns 

At the period when this charter was grauh'd, tlu' jiopidatinn o! the city of 
Madras, the town of Fort St. (leorge, and the village.s within the Gompany',s 
hoimd.s was estimated at 300,000. 3'he whole was hold of the Kiiigoi Cjoh'onda. 
at a qidt-rent of 1200 ^ragodas, or about X blO The ol)ligation to jaty thi.s ,smn 
could m)tl»o disputed; and yet, as if the Company imder their lu'w^iolicy hat! 
cuusidored themselves entitled to dispense with justice whercvi'r Ibi'ce coidd 
etfect their ol'jeet, they can,sod iid.imation to he made to the king that their 
Ciitare payment to him would depend on hi.s keeping St. d’homd iusueh a manner 
as not to hecome an annnyane(> to Foit St. George. If lu' would not lot it on 
h'lme or livrm to the Gom[iany, the iivesideut, “as representing an imlependimt 
])Ower, was not only to refuse payment of the (piit-vent, but to deehire tlie jdace, 
tin' property of the C(jmp!my. ’ L'’or the gross I'uuid and violenei' thus ]u’ 0 ])osed to 
he perpetrated, the only justifieation attempted was that tlic King of Goleonda’s 
power had heeii “imxch deer(>asod h_y the vI(!borie.s of the Mogul, and Ills expul¬ 
sion from JVlasuUpatam b^y tlie Dutch,'’ and that “it was impracLieable to eariy 
on trade, or luaintain a seat of gom-nment without j'evenue." Such were the 
Machiavellian principlo.s .sluuuele.ssly advocated hy the court in their Jetlers to 
Madias in the season 1637-38. 

‘When the failure of tlie expedition to Bengal was aunonnecd in Fiiigland, 
the court, iirstead of attrihutiiig it fo tlie tortuou.s policy vdiieli tliey liad bi’guu 
to piuxsixe, wei'O ungciieron.s enougli to throw tlie whole lilnme on their servants 
iix India. Tlie agency of Bengal were censured for their timid eouduet. charged 
with having selfishly pxxivsued their own eiid.s, I’Cgardlt'.s.s of the honour and 
interests of the king axid Company who had couHile<l in them, aud tlivoiitcm'd 
■with expulsion from the service if. l.iy their siinster scheme,s, the ohjx'eks of tin-' 
war .should not ho accomjilished. These ohjocts the Conrjiany wi're not yet 
Mdlling to ahandon; axid therefore, when riespatehiug a large ship, called the 
Defence, under the earomaiid of Oajitain Heath, aud a Kiuall frigate, fully 
armed, aud car'ryiiig a reinfoTcemeiit of 160 soldiers, to assist in the war, they 
itttixuixted tlieir cleterininntion that “xxnless ii foj'tificaiion and a district avouxnl 
it should Iw ceded, to be held as tux ixidopomlent sovereignty, the chax'gos of tlu' 
anmiinoiit he defrayed, and permi.ssion to coin money iix Bengal, to ]iasH oummi 
ill the Mogul's and nabob’s dominions, ho granted, tliey would not consent to 
a peace, or send any more stock or goods to the Ganges " These boasting,s and 
menaces became lxidioi’oxi,s when viewed in connection witli the actiia,! positiem 
of affaii’s, and only proelxiim the iguomnee, presumption, and folly of those to 
whom the home management of the Conipa,ny was at tins time inti‘u,si;od. 
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CitpLiln HeaLli ju'rivod in Bengal in October, 1GS8, and, proceediug to act ah. ites 
on iiiKti-nctiori.s wliioli had bocouic altogether inapplicable to tlie circrunHtances, 
emljinb'ed the OonpaanyB property at Calcutta, and tlicn proceeded to Balasore eroceediug, 
Road.s. The nrenibeivs rd’ the factory there had been .seized and imprisoiitid; but orBcugiu. 
(ja])tain Heath, tliough he opened a negotiation with the governoi’, was too 
iinpatieiit to wait for the result of it. Having olfected a landing, he captured 
a batteiy of thirty gun.s, and then plmidered the town. By tliis proceeding he 
gained little, and throw away tlie only cliance of obtaining the English pri.soners, 
wlio were carried off into the interior to endure a hopeless ea[)tivity, Erom 
flalasore ho proceeded to Chittagong; hut insteatl of attacking it with hi.s well- 
eijuijpjed fleet, .now amounting to fd'teen .sail, he .spent ,sonic day.s in fmitles.s 
negotiation, and then set .sail for Aracaii. It was snjjposed that a.s the king 
was at enmity with the Mogul, a locality for a fortified settlement might be 
ca.sily obtained. The application, however, was refu.scd; ami Captain Heath, 
after an ineffectual attempt to .secure his object by courting the alliance of a 
rebel chief finally quitted the Bengal coast, and arrived at Madras on the fth of 
March, 1G89. On board tlio fleet was all that now remaincal to the Company 
of the wreck of then' once flourishing factorie.s in Bengal. 

On the west coast of India the results were not more, satisfactory. The first Toft'io'w 
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inlmiatiOR oi the Avaiiike policy of the Company wan coinmvuucated by tlie company 
secret commiLtco in a letter to President Child, intended for his eye alone, hut 
marked to be opeiual in bis alisence by Sir John Wyborne, deputy-governor of 
Bombay. The president was absent, and Sir Jolm nub only ojicned the letter, 

Imt imprudently communicated the coiitenls to tlie counciL The secret was of 
a kind not likely to be kept, and great alarm was felt lest it should reach the 
oars of the governor of Surat, This was altogether contrary to the intentions 
of the Company, wlio were Lent on carvying out a great scheme of fraud by 
making .sudden war on the Mogul in one qnai-ter of bis dominions, when they 
were deluding him with professions of friendship in another, In Bengal his 
territory was to be invaded, and bis ships and those of his subjects seized as 
lawful prizes, not only there, but in the eastei'u seas and in tbe Persian Gulf; 
while cm the west coast of India, and particularly at Surat, a mask of friciidisbip 
was to be worn, and not thrown off so long as concealment might seem desir¬ 
able. This nefarious mode of warfare excited no scniple.s in the inuid of Sir 
John Child, who at emee entered into the spirit of it, and discove’ed, as Brace 
expresso.s it, “ a higli sense of duty, and a provident concern for the interests 
of the Company,’' by resolving not only to keep up the deception and avoid 
hostilities with the Mogid till the result of the .Bengal ex])edition should be 
known, but even “ sboultl eiremnstanecs oblige him to commence hostilities, to 
take tlie respon.sibility on himself” The meaning is, that he was to act as a 
screen to the Company, and enable them, siiould the war jirove unsuccessful, to 
allege, in utter disregard of truth and honour, that he had acted without their 
■Vox.. I. 44 
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awtlioriLy. in. fclie case Kiip})osfc'rl, tliercfove, tSii’ John Cliilil wa.s to Ik' ireateJ 
appare]Ulij as if he had inciirrcd the dis]iloaMii'o of tlie Conipuny, and they na've 
to follow out the wi'ctciicd syaleiii of duplieifc}^ by noootiatinir witli Lho Mop;ul 
“for the restoration of tlu-ir privileges and trade, ipron the .same liasis as tliey 
were anterior to his ap parent I, y unwise proeeediiig.s.” 

At this game of deceit it wa.s not easy to overmatcli the Mogul, and the 
Company’s experience ere long furnislied a new illustration ol the old adage, 
that “houe.sty i.s tlie bo.st policy,” fiir John Child di.s[ilayedeonsiderahlo devtority. 
At first he de.spatched two of the Company's ships to iloeba and Dussorah, and 
two others to China, with .secret orders to .seize all tlie Mogul or Kianic.se ve.ssels 
they might fall in with. At the same tijue lie despatched a ship to Karat to 
lie off the mouth of the e.stuary, and eiidcaivour if po.s.sililo to laiiig olf all the 
niemhers and property of the factory. Tlu? governor of Kurat was too well 
informed, and toi.i much on tliii alert to he tlm.s iiipio.sed upon. Without pro¬ 
ceeding’ to acts of violence, lie kept such a .strict watcli that the o.seapo of tlii' 
agent and faetoj'.s wa.s impraeticahle. Craft heing thus unavailing, Kir John 
Child tried the cll'ect of force, and suddenly seized all the Surat sliip.s in the 
])ort of Bomliay. The governor’, atteeting an intimidation Avhieh ho did not 
fool, sent one of the English faetora to him 'ivith a eoniplimentary letter, in 
which he expre.ssed an anxious wish to come to an accommodation, and to Iciiow’ 
wliat terms would satisfy tlie Company, and indnee them to re,sumo trade, d'lie 
factor returned to Surat with a .statement of grievances, comprising thirty-live 
article,s, including, inter alia, sati.sfaction for sto])pago of goods at the custom- 
hou.so, for the obstruction of investments, for ilie demurrage orvevs.sels detained, 
for the refu.sal to deliver up interlopers and theii’ .ship.s, for the raising of eirstoins 
from 2 to 3^ per cent, for the refusal ol'])e)’nii,s,sioii to coin money, for the impo¬ 
sition of arbitrary taxe.s, and the .seizure of horses and goods for the Mogul’s 
use without payijig for them. 

Before any answer was returned to these ])ropo,sitiuus. Captain Andrews, 
commanding one of the sliips whicli had hecn .sent to the Persian Gulf, roturiusl 
to Bombay, bringing with him an interloping .ship and .six Mogul vc,s.sel,s, Asdiich 
wore sailmg umler Butch colours. These capture,s speedily becoming known, 
put an end to the trick of conceiding actual hostilitie.s, and therefore, witlumt 
any furtlier attempt at disguise, Kir John Child de.spatched two large .ships to 
Surat, with orrlers to .seize all Mogul ve.s,se].s that should he met with, and also 
to attack the Kiddee’s fleet, if it .should attempt to (a’os,s the liar with the viou- 
of putting out to ,sea. During the,se proceedings a new governor arrived at 
Swat, and profcKSsed such friendly feelings, that Sir Jolm Child, at the urgent 
recpiest of the agent, made his apjiearanco off Kurat, and succeeded, as he 
thought, in negotiating a provisional convention on the basif^ of his thirty-live 
articles. Though tlie.se fell far .short of -udiat had at one time been anticipated, 
the Company, now alive to the difficulties in which their frau(,I and folly had 



Chai’. VII] 


DISArPOINTMENTS. 


347 


involved tlieiu, were so deli;,dited aL tlie prospect of a treaty witli the Mogul, ad uno 
tluit they voted the president a pi-escnt of 1000 guineas, as a mark of ap])roha- 
tioii for the wisdom of his pioceedings duiing the war, aud for his general ser¬ 
vices. The vote was afterwards diseoveiod to have l/eeii prenialurc The 
governor of Surat had merely begun to play his part in the game of deceit, 
and in order to gain time had jirofe.ssed a willingucss to acce])t of terms whicli 
he was determined to repudiate No sooner, therefore, was his object .secured, 
tiian he threw olf tlie mask of frumdship, again iui[)risoned the iiieinliers of the 
fictoiy, confiscated all the Cumpany’.s property, and offered a large reward for 
the person of Sir John Child, alive or dead The prc.sideut, thus comjiletcly 
outwitted, returned to JJomhay, and found no other means of avenging himself 
than by ca])tiiring forty vessels of a large fleet of Mogul mercliantmen, 

Tliougli tlie prospect of an amicable tenuination had now become hopeless, 
one elFort more was made by sending a deputation to Aiinmgiielie iiimseli; wlio 
was then encamped wiLli his 
army at Bejapoor. M.ean- 
while, Sir John Child found 
himself so completely power¬ 
less, tliat he was unable to 
prevent the Siddee from 
making several descents 
upon the island, and even 
threatening an attack upon 
the castle of Bombay. Ho 
bad no spirit to face the 
gathering .storm, aud died 
on the -J'th of February, 

1 COO. Flad he lived a few weeks longer, he would have seen the Company in 
a more humiliating position than he bad ever contemjilated as possible; for 
shortly after, Aurungzelle’s an.swcr to the deputation which had been sent to 
him arrived in the form of a firman, couched in the following terms:— 

" i\Jl the. .Fngli.s]i hamng made a mo.st liumbie, submissive petition, that the Jgnommom 
crime they have done may be pardoned, and retprested another pkirmawnd, to 
make their being forgiven manifest, and sent their hahheMs to the heavenly 
■jialacc, the most illustrious in the world, to get the royal favour; and Ettimaund 
Caun, the governor of Suratt’s petition to the famous court, crpml to the side, 
being arrived, that they would jiresent the great kingvvith a fine of 150,000 
rupee.s, to hi.s most noble trea.aui'y, repreBenting the sun, and would restore the 
merchants’ goods they had taken away to the owpevs of them, and would walk 
by the ancient custom.s of the poii, afid beliavo tliemsclve.s for the future no 
more in such a shameful maimer; therefore lus majesty, according to his duty 
and favour to all the people of the world, hath pardoned their faults, mercifully 
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forgiven tlicin, arrd out of Ins princely coink'Seension uerees, thiit the present 1)e 
put into the treiisuiy of the port, tho mercluinLs’ goods lie I'ebui'iied, ilio town 
ilonrisli, and they follow tlicir trade, a.s in fuimer times; and Hr C'iiild, wlio did 
tlio disgrace, be turned out and expelled d'lii.s order is irrever,sidle’’ 

Wliile the Gornpany were tliiis, by a kind of just retiibution, reaiiiiig the 
bitter fruits of their war policy, anotlitr ealaniity had befallen tliem. Tlieir 
great patron James li. had been driven from the throne which he unworthily 
occupied The Revolution, whiei> saved the li\>erfcies of the nation from civil 
and ecclesiastical daspobisiii, wa.s no doubt eniincntly fiivourable, to trade; but 
the Company unfortunately .stood in a I’akso position. They licid a uuiuo[)oly 
which a powerful ])arty were hunt on aviv^-ting from them, and they luul tlieni- 
•selves incurred much oditmi hy tlic rigorous and ch'spotie measures which tlmy 
had adopted iii mnintainiiig- their exeln.sivo pi'ivilcges. It would uot have Ihm'u 
wonderful if, in the,so circunistances, \\hil(' they were regarded a.s almost identi¬ 
fied -with the dynasty which ha<l just been expelled, they had shave<l its J'atc 
T'he Company, though fully alive to the danger, did not lose heart, lint resolved 
to leaVI! no nieaii.s nutvied that promised to avert it. 

The S[)irit (jf freedom evoked diu'ing the struggle with the last of the Sttiarhs, 
Wits naturally taken advantage of by the opponesits of tin* Company ; ami uo 
sooner had William and Mary been .seated on the throne, than it was hoidly 
maintained that the crown had exceeded its powers in granting oxelusive jirivi- 
leges of trade, without the eonsent of the other hruuehes of the li'gisliiturc'. 'I’liis 
ipiestlon, on the solul/ion of which the very existence of the Company evldeutlj" 
depended, could not 1)(' much longer delayed. It was not t(' bo expietstud that, 
while tlms exi,sting only hy a kind of rejirieve, they would venture on any Jaigo 
expenditure in new and haxardons cideipriscs, or even continue tludr equi]!- 
meiiLs on their pveviou.s scale,. In the .‘•ea.smi 108.9-00, they .sent oul, only Ihree 
ships, two of them de.stiiicd for Bombay, and one foi’ h’ort St. (leorge. At thi' 
same time, when they were thus curtailing thcii- trade, they made streuuou.s 
exertions to increase their revenue; and, .still clinging to the idea of becoming an 
independent Indian poAver’, addrefastul the presidency of Bombay in the, foliow- 
ingtenn,s:—“ The object of our revenue is the .subject of our care a.s much a.s our 
trade; 'ti.s that must maintain our force when twenty accidents m.ny intcuTupt 
our trade; ’ti.s that mast make us a nation in India: ^vdthont that wo arc Lnt 
a.s a gi-eat nation of interlopers, miited by his majesty’.y royal (iliarter, lit only to 
trade where nobody of power thinks it their iiitore.st to provmit us; and upon tliis 
account it i.s that the wd.se Dutch, in all their general advice,s which wo have 
aeon, wndte ten paragTaphs concerning their government, their civil avid military 
policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, for one paragi'aph they write 
coneerning trade.” This language, -wbicli certainly souud.s strange in a. Company 
which professed to be established "on a. purely mercantile bottom,” may be 
^imtly explained by the change which had taken }>hj,G 0 in European politics. 
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Q’lie “ wi.se Dufccli,” irfiose coiiduct, after liaviiig been so often the .siibjeet of a n imi 
bitter A'itnperatinii, is eulogized as a model, were now in dose alliaiu'e Avith 
England; wliile France, wliidi bad been rapidly ae<[niring power and iidluencc av.h wah 
in tin; East, bad become tbeir common enemy. Whatever might be (lie ultimate 
issue of the hostilities, it was scarcely possible, while they continued, to cany 
on a prolitablo trade. Eoth in the East and in Eiirojie, Erench privateers weie 
on tlio Avatch to maho prizes of the Comjiany’s ships. It Avas therefore easj^ to 
re]U'csent the curtailed eipiijnnents as the result of prudential ari'angcnients, 
and to justify the rc.solution to make revenue a primary object The accom- 
plishmeut of this object, howcA'oi', Avas attended Avith ccnsiclcrable difficulty. 

At llombay taxation had already been carried to an extent which had produced 
insurrection. In Fort St. George a similar re.sidt Avas threatened; but the coini, 
listc'uing only to their necessities, held that the additional revenue actually 
oblainerl was “by no means oijual to Avhat might have been expected, or draAvn 
from a fortliied ioAvn Avlacb could afford protection to shipping and ti'ado, and 
that the amount might be increased to £,100,000 per annum, if a similar system 
of taxation should be introduced Avith that AA'hich the Dutch had established at 
J-Jatavia ” 

I'he oppoaitiou to the Company had noAV assumed a (kfinite shape, by the rctitimiiui 
presentation of a petition to the House of Commons, praying fur legislative InainCmn- 
sanetinn to the (’stabli.shmenfc of a neAv company, formed on move liberal prin- 
ciples. From the causes already mentioned, the petitioners found much favour, 
anil a committee Ava.s ap})ointed Avho, aftw fully heaiiug boili jiarties, I'eportecl 
on tlie IGLh of January, 16S0, that, in their opinion, “the best Avay to manage 
the lilast India trade, is to have it in a ncAV company and a neAv joint stock, and 
this to be established by act of parliament; hut that till this Ava,s tloiio, the 
exclusive trade should remain with the present Com}Kiny.” Parliament was 
prorogued before this report could bo taken into consideration, but in 1691 the 
i-esolution of the committee Avas virtually sanctioned by an address Avhich the 
House of Commons presented to the (Toavil After this decided step, tlie Com¬ 
pany became convinced that their privileges Avonhl never be secure until they 
were confirmed by statute. To this object, accordingly, tlieir domestic policy 
was lioncefoi'tli more especially devoted. In a petition to parliament they set 
forth their claims at full length, and ultimately gained AA'hat they justly consi¬ 
dered a Adetory, because the adveree decMou previously given against them Avas 
nob repeated; and the HoiA.se of Commons, as if satisfied that they had hitherto 
acted in the mattoi- Anth some degree of precipitation, simply refeired the Avhole 
business to the king. This AA'as just Avhat the Company desired, fiir they felt 
as.surod that oven if argument should fail, tliey had it in tlieii’ power to conciliate 
the favour of govAmiment by the emjiloymenb of other means of a more effica¬ 
cious nature. What these were Avill shortly appear; but in the mcaaitime it is 
necessary only to mention the re.sult—that, on the 7th of October, 1693, the 
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A D C<iinpiiiiy obiiiineil a new cliarfcer iVojii fclie crown. lJuibre eou.sidovinf:; its terms, 
it will be proper to glance at flic state ofadair.s in India 
stitaotthe As already mentioned, the Ooin])uny sent out only tluec slops from England 
in the s('ason 1 GSOdJO In blie Ibllowing season the same uumlH‘r only was sent, 
and not so ninuli for tlic janpose ol' cariying on trade a( Uie great marls, wliieli 
they enjoyed before their unha]>py hostililies witli the Mognl, as of jjielciug iij) 
ariyremainH of traffic whlcli might he found in localities not aifeeted hytlie.se 
hostilities. Tims one of the ve.s.sels was sent to ncneonleti in Sumatra, wIks'i', 
as a snhstifcnte for Ijantam, Arducli was no longer aeee.ssihJe, a liietory Inul heem 
estahlLshed and fortiliod, tlie second vessel, destined J'or Eott St, (leorge, was to 
load with coast goods, iTielnding those which it might lie })o,s,sihl(' to collect from 
Bengal; and the third, proceeding direct to JJoJidiay, wa.s to endeavour to ohtaiii 
a cargo by touching' at the ditferent .stations on the Alalahnr coast In Kilffi lid 
trade took a newstart, and the i\nn\l)cr of ships ilcspatchcd amounted to clcvim 
Thu main canso of the incn'a.se was Lin' rc-uslahlislmu'nt of trade nithin tiie 
Mognl torjlUiric'H, on term.s whicli, tliough humilititlng, the Uompany were too 
glad to accept; but something also may luive he(m due to ih(“ hi'tler pi'osjiect 
whieli they now had of obtaining a conlinuatiou of their privileges from the 
king- The latter cause uni.st liave uporatisl still nnn'c jiowerJidly in the ensning 
Ki'nsoti, and uecordingl_y the niiinbev of shijis sent out aiuoiinlcd to thirleeu, 
whieii sailed a,s two sncces.sive fleets in January and March 
Pingip'jiiit Duiiug' the luKstillties with the Mogul, the Dutch and Ereuch had turned 
iuidPromb the blundcv.s of the Clompany to good account, and, in a luaiuu'v, nienojiolized 
the Indian market The advantages thus aeipiircd by the Dnteh were not 
oventnally of serious conseipience, he(*auso the strict alliance into which lluy 
were brought with England prcverited them fioni using tlitsse advantagi'.s, at 
least openly, for the purpose of injuring the Coiipiany. d'he case wa.s different 
with the Freuelt. Wliile the Company were sacrificing all the sulistiintial 
advantagea wJiieh it had cost them tlie better jiart of a century to scenre, the 
Enmch had not only established factovie.s at Sura.t on the Malabar coast, and in 
the month of the tlangcR, hut had acquired a conmuiading settlement On tlm 
Coromandel coast at Pondicherry, oighty-fivo niiles south-.south-west of Mudnis. 
Even when France and England wore allies, the Company conld nut reiVaiu 
from expressing the jealousy and fear which they felt at the ris'ing pro.sperity of 
the h'reueh; and now that the alliance had lieeri broken iqi, and the two naEon.s 
were once more open enemies, one of the first instructions stmt out to the presi¬ 
dency of Surat was to endeavour to secure the safely of tlteir settlements and 
trade by wresting Pondicheny from the French. This was far more than the 
presidency could venture to attempt with the feeblt' means at tludr tlisposal, arid 
the struggle whicli was finally to decide the as'ccnrlency between the rival esiab- 
lislitoents was necessarily reserved to a fnture poriod. Indeed, at this time, so 
far were the Company from being in a condition to undertake the siege of Pon- 
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fliolieny, that tlioy \\'e)'e unable to inaintam their own gromid figain^^i a French a d 1002. 
fiecib of four hliips, mounting respectiTOly sixty-six, sixty, forty, and twenty 
guns, wldcli lind made its ii])])earanco on tlic west eoa.st of India, ami eaj)Lured 
one of tlic (Joinpajiy’s ships within fifty miles of Ilonibay. This loss was some- sctnompiit 
what counterbalanced by a gain on the cast coast, where Tegnapatam, situated itmd^ 
ouly about twelr^e miles south of Pondielieriy, was acquired by purchase from a 
native prince, and iiinnediately converted into the strong ami inqrortant settle¬ 
ment ol Fort St. David. It is rather enrions, tliat while the French, with whom 
we were then at war, allowed the Company cjuietly to fortify themselves in 
their immedlute rdcinity, the Dutch, our allies, luaiiiTested the utmost jealousy, 
and refused to recognize the right wliich the Company claimed, in virtue of their 
])ureha.se, to levy harbour dues and customs. 


CHAPTEll VIII. 


Nisw crown ohartoiq—IfoflUlo feoliiicc f)f tlie Houso of Coinuions—Wliot'siilo trlbeiy and Bcamtilovr! 
dPolosuroB—lUval (.'oiiipany eatablialiod by act of p.uliamoiit. 


OTH the disgraceful termination of the war in which the Com¬ 
pany had engaged with the Mogul, and the stiite of the pultlic 
mind produced by the llevolution, gave great advantage,s to their 
enemies, wiio endeavoured, by a petition wliich they presented 
to the House of Commons, to prove that nothing hut tlie estab- 
li.shmeiit of a new Company was able to .save the East India trade from being rmimmoc- 

« 1 rrti • • 1 T 1 • • iir.y IGfetflu- 

eiiLirely iosfc to the aatjoii. riic quastioii raised uy the petdioii was too impor- tionH 
tant not to attract considerable attention; and a committee, appointed by the 
house, to lake cognizance of it, iiegan by re(pririug an exact state of the Com- 
paiy’.s accoimts, an e,stiinate of their stock, goods, cash, and debts, and a view 
of the correspondence botli at iiouie and abroad. The Company meainvlule met 
the petition of their oi)ponent.s wdth a conntei-petition, and both sides having 
been fully lie.ard, re.snintiona wt're adopted, laying down a series of general pro- 
positlon.s as to the terms on which tlie trade to the East Indies .should in fntnre 
be carried on. The most import.ant of the resolnfcioas were—-"That a sum not 
less than ,FI,500,000, and not exceeding d’2.000,0()0, \was a fund necessary to 
cany on the East India trade in a joint .stock—that no one person should pos¬ 
sess any largi'r .share than FaOOO, nor have more than one vote—that no private 
contracts should he made, hut all goods he sold at public saks by inch of candle, 
except saltpetre for the use of the crown, and in lots each not exceeding at one 
time the value of d:'500—that all dividends he made in money, and no dividend 
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A I) ii)’ be iiiado wiUiont leaving a snffieiciifc fund to pay all debts and c.niy on the tiado 
—that no ships, either with pcinnssion oi without, to: tin lutinc lie allowed to 
go to the East Indies, OKfcpt only sucli as sliould be ol a coni]),my, oi he estab¬ 
lished by act of ]iaili<iment—and that the loint stoeL of a eonipany to ii.ule to 
the Ea.st indies lie foi twenty one ye.us, ,ind no longci 
lAtttutioii)( Though in these vesoliilums no (‘vpiess inentiun w,is made ot thi^ cMsting ('oin- 
tocoutinuu pany, it l)ecauie evident^ horn obuor icsoltitious culoptcd jiiimcui.ii'ciy jilLci, that 
timnum.) infceiiLioii of ])aih,iinont was to coiitiiiiic tlioiu in iiosscssioii of then mono¬ 

poly; tor altei stijnilating “tli.it poi¬ 
sons luiving ,iho\o the sum oi X’-IOOO 
111 the stock of the [u’cscnt ICast ludhi 
Coinp.iny, in their own or other })or- 
sons names be obliged to sell so miieh 
theieof ,as should exieed the sum of 
XhiOOl), at the late of one hiindied 
pounds for every liundiid,” and “that 
the membcis ol' tlu' cmunutleo ot the 
East Itvfha Company be obliged to 
give seeuiity, lo be tijipioved of by the 
house, tliat the stock and estate (lioy 
now laid should hi' made good 
X’749,000, all debts [laid,” it was 
added, “that seinuity heiug first ghen, 
an humble address be [iresented to his 
majesty, to incoiiioiate the present 
East Iiidi.i Company hy cliaitir, ac¬ 
cording to the legiilations agreed ujion hy the house, that the same might pass 
into an act" 

wiiiosQtt) To ,some of these regulations as luuiecossary or inipolilie, valid ohjectioiis 
(ll'lTOhh till, might easily have been made; hut tlie Company apparently resolved to waive 
"0 tbpiUj f(jv within a iveek, iSir Thomas Coolce the governor, and two otlici com¬ 
mittees of tlie Company, piodiiced tluir proposals of .seeuiity They were not 
deemed satisfactoiy, and the house, after a shoit delay, adojitcd the folloiting 
lesolntion, dated 11 th February, ](J92—"That an Iminhle address bo presented 
to Ins majesty to dissolve the jiicseut East India Company, accoidiiig to the 



Olii I iNUn ItoiHr, cm.i liilO ' 


‘ This view is fiom fvn oH pivut, copied from a 
p,mitiug in tlip possession of 1ft. PiiUiaiii, of the 
Tiidia Houfio. _ The inaoniition on it is, "Hot TIuih 
\an den Dost Indisolio C'onipaeoa> n” Loudon.” A 
brief notice of Uio lionses need by the Company is at 
foot of print, ■wlieuoo we e’ctiivot the following — 
Prom iCOd lo 1621 the aff-iiis of the Company woie 
ahiefly tmieapted at the house of the first govoinoi, 
Sii 1 Smith, in Widpot Lane. The regular estahliah- 


meiit of tile Company in 1C21 was at Crosby llniwo, 
111 JJishopsgatB Snoot, thou helongiiig to Loid Nor- 
thauipton. In IhiS the Company lomovocl to tho 
house of Sii Ohiwtoplier CUthaioo, ui Leadoiiliall 
Street, at that time goremor; and in JOlBiomoved 
to the lioiiBo Tflpiesentod above, adjoiiiuig to Sir 
GhiistopJioi’?. In 1720 a new ftont wan mado, and 
a nowhmldmg iv.is in piogress, wlnoh remained till 
1790, whan the present strttoturo was eomiUOneBiJ. 
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Ijowers reserved iji their clmrter, and to ooiistitnto another East India C'onipanv \ n 
for tlie hetter ])i'eserviiig uf the Ea^t India trade to tliis kingdom, in .such 
niamiei’ as Ids majesty in his royal nd^flom slioidd thiirk fit” 'ro tins address, 
wliich was ordered to Lu' presented hy the whole lionse, his majesty replied, 

“ That it was a matter of Aeiy great importance to the trade ol' this kino-ilom, 
and that it cordd not he expected lie should give a jircsont answer to it, hut 
lliat he Avould take time to uousidcr of it, and in a short time give them his 
positive, answer.” The Company having i-eason to helieve that they had more 
to ex[)ect from the Icing tliim from the legislature, hound tliomselvcs hy writing 
to submit ho siicli regulations as should he made. Accordingly, tlic committee 
of the privy council, to whom the w'holc matter had been infcired, drew u^i an piopo Ja 
claliovate paper, entitled, “Pro]iositions for regulating the East India Company.” 

The propositions, thirty-two in numher, while irlainiug the spirit of the resolu¬ 
tions sanctioned liy the House of Commons, entered much more into detail, and 
also made some veiy iui))orlant alterations and additions. Tnstc’ad of accepting 
them as they had formerly promised, the Comjiany returned what they called 
the “Humhle Answer of the Goveiaior, Deputy-governor, and Court of Com- 
miitee.s of tlie East India Company, to a Paper of Propositions for Pegiilatioii 
of the East India Company.” In this answu'r the pi-opo.sitions were niinnlely 
ciiticized, and for the most part strenuously ohjected to. Some of the answers ot.joainm 
are very (juaint and curious. To the second proposition, which wms—“Tlie mmimiij 
.stock of the present Company to he ]iart of the liiiid” (tlie propo.sed fund 
amounting to at least I’l.hOO.OOO, and not exceeding oP2,000,000), “and to he 
rated at -1711,000, if they can give security that it .shall effectually ju-oduoe that 
hiim; or else at ,so much le.ss, a,s they will engage to make good after all delds 
paid, and satisfaction made to the Mogul and hi.s .subjects, against whose pre- 
ttmsious the new stock to ho indemnilicd liy the like security.”—it wms answered 
—“ Tlie Company, recoiiiinending their righteou.s cause to God and Ids majesty’.s 
known and famous justice in the whole cour.se of his hajipy life, say that the 
value of everything is what it will sell for; and their stock, under all the cal¬ 
umnies and persecutions of their adversMrio,s, now currently .sells foi' P150 per Inm- 
dred; and they know and can prove it to he intriuRically more worth than that 
current price; hiit they know no law or reason wdiy they should he dispos.ses.sed 
of their e.states at any less value than they are really wortli in ready money, hy 
all tlie measures anything is valued in any ]iart of the 'world. They Inunbly 
say as to security, they know no reason why they .should give .security for their 
own e.states, They affirm that they owe not a penny to the Great Mogul or any 
of Ills subjects, other than their running accounts rvith their own banyans and 
brokers, which are changing daily, like merchants running cash in a gohlsmith’H 
hand. Although the Company owe nothing to the Mogul, as aforesaid, yet 
the bare mentioning any such tiling by a public act of his majesty, would be 
enough to persuade him to invent demands iipion the Company for transactions 
Veil, I, ‘ 
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and jux-ionces done in ages past, loet'oro any of tlio picseiii adventurers evere 
1 ) 0111 , and tliei'efore tliat part of the proposition sei'ins ru.inifesily iniposbilile, as 
W(dl as unjust, neither the Mogul noi any of Ids suBjetts liaviug luado any conn 
])l.iint to Ids majesty of the L'onipany's being in debt to 1dm oi (hem ; that 
lieuig oidy a snggesi ion of tlic inteiJopers and their adherents, not only now, 
but for many years past As to that h^qiothcsis—if they ean give seemity—it 
will not become the Company to say what they might of their ovvm ability, or 
the ability or disability of their adversaries, they are, on both sides, well 
known on Ibe Exchange,” 

The otlier answers exhibiting a. siudlav S[)irit, were regarded by blui king as 
a formal rejeefcion by the Company of the chaiter vvldeh luul heeu olfered to 
them; and accordingly, on the l-ltli November, 1692, he returned the following 
answer to the addre.ss which had been jiresonted to him on the suhjc'C't during 
the previous session of pailiameut,— 

‘‘The House of Commons having pic.seuted an addiess to Llie king to di.s- 
Holve the jireseut Hast India Company, according to the jiower I'cseivu'd in their 
charter, and to con.stitube a new one, his majesty book into eon.siderailon tlu' 
projiCT methods of complying with tlieir desires, and of securing eifecLually this 
advantageous trade to the nation 

“But his uiaje.sty, upon examination of the charter, and consulting Ids judgivs 
and learned council, found that he could not legally dis,solve the Company but 
u[)ou three yeans’ warning; anil that during the three years after wandug the 
C'omiiany must suL.sist, and might eonlinue to trade; and that although the 
king might con.sLitute a new company, yet he could not emjjovver sncli new 
company to trade till after tlirce yeans, the crown having expre.ssly^ covenanted 
not to grant any snch liliertios. 

“llercupou his maje.sty'' was very apprehensivu’ of the ill eonseipiouccs of 
giving warning to the Ooin[)aiiy', hccause they would then he Ics.s holielton.s oJ‘ 
jiromobing the true interest and advantage of the trade, whereof theyi could not 
long reap the fruits, and that no new company could he imiuediatoly admitted 
to it; so that this very beneficial trade, which is already'-so much impaired, 
might lie in danger of being entii'cly lost to the nation. 

“ His inaje.sby, very desirous to prevent so great a mischief, and to gratily 
the House of Commons in the end, since he could not do it without great Inuiard 
in the manner they pi'opo.scd, required the Mast India Company to answer 
directly whether they would submit to such regulations as his majesty'' should 
judge proper, and most likely to advance tho trade; and the Comjiany having 
fully agi'eed to it, and declared their resolution in writing, his majesty com¬ 
manded a committee of his privy council to prepare regulations; 'which they did, 
and offered them to the Company’-; hut the Company, notwithstanding their 
dedaration of aubmission, rejected almost all the material particulars, 

*' So that his maje,sty, finding that wbat possibly the House of Commons 
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migLt liavc expected, and indeed was necessary to pi'escvvo this trade, could not 
Lo perleeied by his own authority alone, and that the Conpiany could not 
he induced to consent to aiiy such regulations as might have answerctl the 
intentions of the House of Connnon.s, and that the concurrence of parliament i.s 
requisite to make a complete and u.sefiil settlement of this trade, has directed 
all the proceedings in this matter to be Laid before them; and recommends to 
them the preparing of such a bill, in ordei- to pass into an act of piiiliament, as 
may e.stablisli this trade on .sucli foundations as arc most likely to preseiwe and 
,advance it” 

The House of Common,s endeaAmin’ed to act on this suggestion, bnt finding 
tliat the opposition of tlie Company .still continued, resolA’cd, on the 25th P'eh- 
ruaiy, 16.03, “That an humble address be pmseiitcd to bi.s majesty, that lie 
will dissohm the East India Company, upon three years' Avarning to the .said 
Company, according to the imver reserved in their charter.” The king answered, 
“ I Avill do alway.s all the good in my poAver for this kingdom, ami I aauII con- 
.sider your afldrc.s.s.” 

A crisis Avas thus eAideutly approaching; hut the Company, though they had 
keen bold enough Lo {irovoke it, hecaine aliA^e to the full extent of the danger, 
and determined to leave no means untiicd that promi.sed to proA^ent it. Unfor- 
limately, ImAAmA'cr, at thi.s very time, from mere inadA'erteiicy or .some othcj' 
oaiisoAvhich has ncA^er boon ]a’opcrly explained, they inenrred a direct forfeiture 
of their charter by failing to makcj payment of the first quarterly in.stalmeiit of 
a tax of live per cent. impo.sed itpon tlieir stock, by Act 4 Win. and Mary, c 15. 
Ill this act tlie .stock Avaa valued at o£’7M,000, and con.sequently the Avliok* .sum 
exigible under the first quarterly payment was only T’.fiSOO. It i.s obviou.s that 
tlie nonpayment of a sum so compai'atively jialtry mu,si haA’e been owing to 
oversiglit and not to inability; but the enemies of the Company Averc numerous, 
influential, and inveterate; and as the act, after ordeiing the fii-.st quarterly pay¬ 
ment to be made on the 25tli of March, 1693, expressly declared, that “in case 
the gov(‘rnor.s and treasurers of the said respective coirqianies” (tlic Ea.st India 
Company, bheKoyal African Company, and the Hudson’s Bay Company) ‘■'shall 
make dcfirult in payment of the ,saicl .several ,sum.s, or any of them respectively, 
charged on the .stock of the said compaiiica, at the days and times aforesaid, 
according to the true mtent of this act, the charter of such company respectively 
shall be, and is hereby adjudged to be void,” it Avaa seviou.sly proposed to exact 
the full penalty. The Company being tliu,s entirely at the mercy of goveni- 
ment, abandoned all idea of resistance to any terms that might be offered them, 
and counted themselves fortunate Avhen they e,scaped aumhilation by obtaining 
now eroAvn charters, which provided that the forfeiture, if really inciUTod, should 
not take effect. 

The first of these charters, dated 7th Octoher, 1693, after premising that 
“ the governor and Gornpany of Merchants of Loudon trading into the East 
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Indies Lave Locn ol long time, to tlio Lononr and [mdit of the nation, a cor])o- 
ration,” and llial “some donLt or (|UC&tion Lath of late ht'en made tonolihig 
the validity of the charters oI tim said Company, and wlietlu'r tlie wunu lie not, 
in strictues.s of law, void, liy the not actual payment into tlio I'l'ceipt of onr 
exchequer of tlie first ijuartcrJy payment of the tax ot i’.i per ceiLt charged on 
the general joint stoclc of tlie said Company, ’ proceeds a^ follows; “ Now know 
ye, that we, taking the premises into onr royal consideration, and well weigliing 
what disorders and ineonvenience.s would liolall the .said Company, and othei' 
persons eoneerned and employed in their Li'ade, especially in the renioio parts 
of the world, il Ave should take advantage of the forfeiture aforeHiiid (if any 
be), and avc heimg willing that the said governor and Company, or late govmior 
and Cuinpatiy of Merchants of London trading into the Hast Indies, and their 
succe.ssors, sliall have and enjoy all .sneli and the like lawful i)ower,s, ])rivilege,s 
and advantagi's, and iinnmnitie.s; and in a.s ample mamus', to all intents and 
purposes, as if the said tirst quarterly pa_> ment of the stud tax had heen duly 
and regularly madi.' aeeording to the aaiil acl ; of our especial g'raec, certain 
kuowloilge, and men' molion,” constitute and appoint Sir Thomas Cooke, 
knight, and A’ai'ious otlier iudividiials named, “and all aTid every other iiei'isuiis 
who wore numdiens of the said Comjiany, or late Comjiany of Mendiants of 
London trading into the East Indies, on the 25th day ol’ March, now la.st past, 
Avdio ha%'e mit sinco parted with their .stoek.s in tin; said Conqiany; and all and 
eveiy other person and pensons rvlio, .since the 2-itli. of Mai'cli last jifist, hy baying 
stock or otlierwi.se, have emno intti, and remain in. a. eapacl.ty of being memlier.s 
of the said Company, he and shall be one body corporate and polil'ick in deed 
and in name,’' tte. 

While Llms generally confirming all the rights and privileges [ircviously en¬ 
joyed by the Company, the new ohartej- contains the following iniporlant pro¬ 
viso:—If tlie said governor and Couipaiiy of Merchants of London trading; 
into the East Indie,s, and their sncces.sor.s, do not accept of, and fi’om time to 
time, and at all times hci’eaftei', act aceoi’ding to, and jait in due and elleetual 
execution, and sulnriit a,ml conform in all things unto such orders, directions, 
adtlitious, alterations, restrictions, and tiualilications, relating to the constitu- 
(ion, coritinnance, detei-niination, rights, powers, oi- privileges of tlic said Com¬ 
pany, or the governuicnt tlicrcofj or of the said gOAmrnor and Comjiaji};-; <))• the 
eiiconragemeuL, management, regulation, or advaiiocmout of trade; oi' of the 
present or fviture joint stock of the said Company; or conw'rning any future 
suhseripLions, to be made hy way of increase or addition to the joint stock; or 
for a.scertaining the true values of the said joint stock, at and during tine time,s 
of any such future subscriptions; which, and a,s we, our lieirs or suceeM.sors, by 
the advice of onr or their privy council, shall from time to time, at any tiine 
before the 29th day of September wliich .sliall be in the year lG9d, think lit to 
make, insert, limit, direct, ap])oinb, or express in or by auy further or other 
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cliiirLer, lutterh-puteiits, or other writing or inhtriuncnit, rinder onr (.ir tlieir great 
seal of England, then and in each and cveiy of the cases aforesaid, it shall and 
iiiiiy he lawful to and for us, our heirs and .successors, hy hdtciN-paLenbs, under 
our or their great seal of England, to determine, revoke, and niaki' void these 
piesents, and the grant iiereh}'- inaele” 

The ohjeet of this proviso evdden(,l> was to hind tlie Company to the accept¬ 
ance of those coiiditious wliich the House of Conimons had embodied in a series 
of resolutions already leferred to; ami accordingly, in little more than a month 
aftei' the date of tlie ahow^ charter, etfect was given to tile provi.so hy auothei' 
charter, in which, with several not uniinpoi-tant modiflcation.s, tlie parliamentary 
resolutions were enforced, In thi.s new charter, dated lltli November, 1690, 
after a ie])etition of the ]a'oviso, and a }ireauihle .stating, inter alia, the iinport- 
anco of the tnitlio to the East Indies, and the desirahlcue.ss of rciideriug it 
“more national, gmieral, and exten.sive than hitherto it hath heeii,” the Com¬ 
pany are taken hound, to accept and agree to a scries of ju'opositions, of which 
the most important are—that all subjects of the HritLsli crown, Avhetlicr natural 
horn, or “naturalized and endenized,” shall he entitled to become memhers of 
the Company; that 4?7-f-l:,000 shall he added to the present general joint .stoclc 
“hy the new suljscription.s of such jicrsous who .shall he minded to adventure 
any share; that no jicrsmi shall subseribe or hold more tliaii-Cl0,000 of stock 
in his own or anj' otlier name; that tlie new subscri^itioiis, if exceeding in the 
aggregate i,’71’-l',000, shall he individually rodueed pro latn; that every i,'’1000 
up to dd 0,000 shall give a Aude, thus alloAving to the individual po.ssossod of tlie 
niaxiiniuu of stock ten A’ote.s in all; that ilio ([Ualilication for a committee shall 
he HI 000, and for governor ami deputy-gOA'ernor d’-tOOO; that all divddends .shall 
he i,)!ud in money; that no private trade sliall be permitted; that Avith the excep¬ 
tion of saltpetre sold to the croAvn, all sales sliall be public, by inch of candle ; 
that no single lot of good.s, except jewels, shall exceed dl’oOO in Amine; and that 
British produce and manufactures should be aminally exported to the amount of 
Bl 00,000. 

These clauses, though binding the t'ompauy to conditions Avhicli must have 
prevented many of the abuses of Avhich their previous management Ava.s accused, 
nut only fell flir short of what their avowed opponents iiad anticipated, but 
1 ailed, to satisfy tlie pul die niiud; and the (pie.stioii luiAdiig again been keenly 
agitated, and brought specially before parliament by a petition praying for tlie 
erection of a new East India Company, the House of Oonimon.s “examined the 
charters of the old Oompany, the book of ucav Bubscriptions, the state of their 
present .stock, and the ]ietition aboAm mentioned; and after mature deliberation” 
resolved, on the 19th of January, 1694, “that all the .subjects of Euglaiid haA'e 
Wjual right to trade to the East Indies, imle.® prohibited by act of parliament.” 
The point blius summarily decided by one branch of the legislakire Avas pro- 
jierly a question of hiAv; and several years beftire, under Amry dilferont circiim- 
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stances, had niidevgone a lengthened discussion in tlie Coui't of King's Cencli 
in the year L(188, when the crown was stretching its prerogative to the utmost, 
the East India Company)'ieeiniiig the Lime favourable for olitainijig an anthoii- 
tative decision in favour of the validity ol‘ their cliarter, dclcrmiiusl to Dy the 
<piestiou, and wdth tli.it view hrunght an action .agaiusL d’homas iSandys I'or 
attempting to trade within the limils to which tluy had, by their charter, an 
exclusive right. iSamlys argued that the Ooinjiauy evas a monopoly, and In'ing 
conseipienily struck at hy the statute against umno[)olies, liad usiuyed poweis 
which, however sanctioned by the crown, conld not he legally maintained. Tlio 
case, of which a full report is given in the state trials, under the title of the 
“Great Case of lilonopolie.s,” attracted nmch attention; and having hceii fully 
argued hy tin* ablest counsel at tlic bar, was not llnally decided till I C.S.3, when 
.fame.s II. had mounted the throne, and Jelfrcy.s was lord chief-justice, d'ho 
ileeision, as might have been exjiectod in the eircunistaueeH, rva.s in favour of the 
loyal prei'ogative, and found that “tlio grant to the plainbilfs of the sole trade 
to the Imlies, exclusive of otliens, is a good grant.” The victory whicli the 
Oompany tlms gained was niore a)))iareut than real. The decision was in tlieiv 
favour, hut the argument was clearly against ilicm; and the nuuntcnaiu'c uf 
their monopoly became in consetpicncc identilied, in the public mind, with that 
of despotism, hlimce, when the Hevolutiou had made way for tlie cstahlish- 
inont of constitutional freedom, their ])o.sitjon became iiisecnro, and ('very new 
discussion of their privileges .seemed only to bring them lu'itrer to ilu' hriuk of 
destruction. The rcsolutiun of the ilonso of (lommons wa.s indeed a virtual 
repeal of their monojaily, hecanse it declared that nothing hut an act of piuTia- 
ment could make it valid, 

'There was .still, however, good ground to hope that such au act of parliament 
might yet he obtained. The king, hy the chark'v.s which he had granted, hiul 
gone as tiu' as he could safely do in their favsmr; ami it was vs'll understood, 
that while many of the me.mhcrs of the legislature were siuccrely attached to 
their interests, because convinced that the trade to the East Indii'S could he best 
carried on hy the ju'csent Company, there were others on whom, after argument 
had failed, another kind of iutluence might be brought to hear What thi.s 
iniluence was, am] how unscrupulously tlie managers of tlu' Company had 
employed it, .soon became appiuvut. 

Sevei'id iirstauces of bribery and corru])tion in the admiiii.stration of ]mhiie 
office,s having been detected, rmnonrs began to prevail that the whole* body 
politic was corniiit, Hu.spicion fell especially upon the city of London and the 
East India Company; and on the 7th of Idareh, 16,0.3, the TJoirsc hf Commons 
appointed a comuuttee to insjiect the book.s of those two bodies. The guilt of 
the former was easily csL.al)lishcd, a.s the chamberlain’s books contamed an entry 
bearing that 1000 guineas had been paid to Hir John Trevor, speaker of the 
fiottse of Commons, on the 22<1 of Jnne, 1Gas a dcmceui' fen his pains about 
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u Lill Iji'onylit into [Kuiiamout niuler the naiue of tlie “ (Ji']jhanh' Bill ” The guilt \ d in'is 
oi' the Coinpanjr was not .so easilj ostalilisliod, though ciiounh was ufc oiioe 
discovui'od to show that hiihei'y to an enoi'inous extent iuu.st have heen eairied 
on. Froiio an ahstract obtained from tlie C'oiii|)aiiy’s h()(jks, it ajuieured that 
from IfiSS to 1G9T inclusive, BM()7.013, ISs 7d had heen paid in cash for what 
was called the '■ Companys s])ecial service’’ In 1G93, when Sir Thomas Cooke 
was governor and Francis Tyssen deputy-gnvemor, the .sum i.ssned under this 
head was d,^87,4()2, 12,b'. 3(i. On searching’ fir tlie orders for this issue, the Bubov 
committee di.scovercd a minute of a court of rommittees, dated the ISth of 
April, l(i93, and .stating, iiitei' alia, "Tlie governor this da}^ acpuaiiiting the 
court with what proceedings had been made in their allair,s towoivds granting’ a 
new charter, and with what had heen dishurst by him in prosecution thereof, 
the court aiiproved of the said charg’e.s, and ordered a warrant to l>e made out 
for the same; and rotiirncd him tlianks for his great caie, jifdns, and trouble in 
their .service, dc'.siring him to proceed in the ])erfecting’ thereof.” Tivo other 
minute,s to a siiiiilar effiM’t were found, together with one dated the 2Sd of 
Hovemher, 1093, iu w^liich 'it is ordered that the eashier-general do fj’om time 
to time make payment of such .sums of money for cariying on of the Company’s 
sei”vico a.s the governor shall direct, juu’suaut to the .sense of the iircsent debate ” 

In j'egard to the di.sposai of the money, the committee reporied Unit thej' 
had heen unable to obtain any further .aecmmt than that it was for special ruwUL'i- 
scrvice, and that a large part of it had been put into the hands of Sir Basil 
Firebrace, On oxainiuiiig the (Jompany'.s cash-liook, they found a lialance at 
their credit of i.’121-,219, 13a. lOd.; Imt on asking Mr. Portman.s, the ca.shier, if 
he had tlie same in ca.sli, he ansAveved that he had not, and in it.s stead produced 
the following vonchev by Sir H’liomas Cooler:—‘'Errriml the lOtJi of Janu¬ 
ary, 1693 1169-1|, of Mr. Ednioud Poi’tmaiis, for account of the East India 
Company, PDO.OOO; which f have dishurst and paid for .dT)9,197 stock, iu 
the Ea.st India Company, for their accouut; wliich I promise to he accountalile 
for on account of the East India Comjiany; aud was by order of the Company 
the 2fth of November, 1693.” No such amount of stock had l)een transferred 
to the Coinpanyti account; lint the committee, on examining Sir Benjamin 
Bathurst, one of the Company’s court of committees, Avere told by him, that 
“ finding so great a sum as B30,00() charged for secret .service,s, he had .some 
warm discourse with Sir Thomas Cooke about it, to know Iioav it Avas dishurst; 
but he I’ofuscd to give him any particulars, and told him he .should remembei’ 
ho was bound by his oath to the Comiiauy to keep their secrets.” Sir Benjamin 
added, that "about April, lS9i, undeT-standing they were in mat of money, 
he looked into the cash-book; wbicli casting up, he found a considerable sum 
in cash; and taking some persons with him, discoursed Sir Tlioma.s Cooke 
thereof, •who said the P90,000 he had received was to gratify some persons in 
case the bill should pass.” 
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Eesidc Lho aliove siih]»ifii)iis paynu'iits, tlu' connuiLU'e discDveroil a cdiiii-iici 
of a VL‘iy slnifiilav (lus(‘i‘ipti(ji). ]t ))ovi' Llio dala oi Lln‘ 2()Lli ol lA'briiiu’_p, 
aud Ijonnd the (Joiupaiiy to ]iay lor -00 Lons ol .saltpeli'c, Lo Ix' hi'oiiyliL home in 
the hliip (SVy/uoiti' From India, fclie .smuoF El2,000, toocihc']' wiLli L’2d Freiolifc jier 
ton to the owiaa-.s of the .shi]), liesidi'.s all elanycs in En_e,land It,seems Lliai Llii.s 
Haltpetre, for Avliieh E12,000 Avas to be ])aid, conld be i)iireliased in [ndia For 
d'2000; and this snin was aetiially advanced by ilie (!oni]i;niy For iliai purpose, 
and Jiofc only so, but Lliey also oeante<l bond inid(*r the Company's seal For 
E 10,000, as the reinaiuing balance payable by a certain day, 'wlieiber ibe ship 
slmuld arrive in saFety nr nut. The result oF the eonlriicL is thus aeenrately 
explained liy the couviuitice;—"Tim Company runs the advx'uture uF d'12,000 
For that wliieli cost only E2000, and must eonse([ueidly lose d’l2,000 if the 
ship miscarry; and on the contraiy, the sellei' on the other hand jj;ets d’l0,000 
clear without disbursing- oi- running the hazard of one penny; and Avliat is yet 
more, a certain loss of T’DOOO or X’lO.OOO will attend it iF the sliii) arrive in 
saFety.” 

The, report of tlus committee was made on the 12th oF March, KiDo; and 
on the ISfch the Honsc oF Coiniuon.s resolved, “iliat whosoever shall discover 
any inouey or other gratnitj'' given ti.> any meudx'r ol' tliis liouse I'tn- matters 
transacted in this liouse. relating to the orphans’ bill or the Kasi India Com¬ 
pany, shall have the indemnity of this liou.se For .sucli g’iFt.” On the 2(ith it was 
ordered, " that Sir Thomas Cooke, a memher oF thi.s house, do give an aeeouni to 
the house hoAV the T’S7,4'02, 12s. 3f^. mentioiiod in the report was distributed," 
When examined he refused to auswer, aud was committed to the 1’ower. At 
the same time a hill was oi-dered to he brought in for the pnr|)ose of ohligiug him 
to give an account. So much were tlio house in earnest that, in little mon' than a 
week, tliB hill, though couirsel was heard against it, was pas,sod and carried to the 
House of Lords. AVlien it was rea<l there for Llie lirst time it was vehemently 
op})osed by the Duke of Leeds, lord-president of the council, who eommeneed 
with a most solemn protestation of his cleauness aud iiinoeenee, and laying Jus 
hand upon his breast, declared Aipon his faith and honour “that he was perfectly 
disiutere.sted, and had no part or eoncern in this matter, and therefoi-e might Lho 
better appear against it.” Sir Thomas Cooke, heiug luought from the ’fower to 
the bar of the lords, declared himself roadj’^ and very willing to make a full 
discovery on obtaining an indemnifying- vote; and as the reports oi' the ])eriod 
express it, "bemoaned liiinself (weeping) that lie was not indemnified at that 
instant, so that he might jn.st then make the discovery vvhioh was expc’eled, 


and which he vais so desirous to make.” On lieiug a.sked wliat ho wanted to 
he indomnified from, he answered, ‘‘‘All actions and suits, oxcc]it from the East 
India Company, whom, if he had iujured, he would lie hound to undergo the 
utmost rigour.” He also de.sired> he said, to be indemnified frmn ncunduhmis, 
which he expkiuHl to mean the action of scandalmi ‘imt/naUi'in. 
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The lords sisted jii'oeediire with the bill scut up tioui the commons, and 
intiodueed a bill of iiulemuity, wliich was ultimately passed. The prL\unl)Ie 
a 2 ul leadhi,!;’ ciiactino- clause of the act are as follow's;—“ Wliereas it a]i])eavs, by 
the books of the East India Company, tlait Sir Thomas Cooke, knight, in tlie 
3 ’car 16L)-3, being' the governor of the said Company, did leceive, out of the stock 
and treasure helonging to the same, the sum of ..IT7,2.)8, and liatli also received 
out of the stock and treasure of the said Company tlie further sum of X’90,000: 
And whereas a true discovery of the distrihution and application of the said 
■several sums of money will lie of pul die use and service, and is necessarj- to the 
vindicating tlie pistice and honour of the government; and the said Sir Thomas 
Cooke hatli vohintai'ily olfered to make .such discovery, so as ho iiiaj' he indem- 
nilied in such mannei'as is liereafter mentioned and provided; Be it therefore 
enacted, by the king’s mo.st excellent majesty, by and with the advice and con¬ 
sent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament 
assemhled, and by the authority of the same, that, if the said Sir Thomas Cooke 
shall, oil or before the 23d day of April, 1095, make a true and full discovery 
on oath, before a eommittee of the lords and commons, to Ite appointed by each 
house for that purpose, how and in what maimer, and to Avliat ]ior,ion or persons, 
and to whiit p<‘u'tieular uses, intents, and jiurposes, and on what account, the 
said .smn of B90,000, and the .sum of BG7,00l), part of the said sum of d?77,2o8, 
luwi' lu'Cn distrihuted, paid, aiiplied, disposed, ami made use of, then tlie said 
Sir Thomas Cooke shall not, by reason or means of such discovery, he liable to 
any action or suit of any jicnsou or persons whatsoever, other tlian the said East 
India Company', nor shall such discovery or confession he allowed or given in 
evidence against him in or upon any action or suit, other tlian as aforesaid; and 
also shall be dcclai'ed pardoned and indemnified for any crime lie may be guilty 
of ill the di.strihution, payment, ajiplication, or disposal of tlie said money, to 
any per,son other than to himself.” 

When examined before the committee of both houses’iippointod in terms of 
this act, >Sir Thomas Cooke jiroduced a written statement, entitled, “ A true and 
full di.scoveiy, upon oath, made by Sir Thomas Cooke, to the best of his know¬ 
ledge, fcc, . . . which di,scovery is in pursuance of an act of tliis pre.sent session 
of parliament.” This statement contained the names of the various partie.s to 
whom cash had been paid to the amount of «£’(57,031, ISs. 2(L, and of others 
from whom East India .stock, to the amount of .^'90,000, had been bought for 
account of the East India Company. Among the cash items were 4.^10,000 
‘■'delivered to Erimci.s Tyssen, Estp, for the special ser%dee of the Company;” 
B10,000 to Mr. llichard Acton, “to defray the expenses of himself, and for lii,s 
friends’ soliciting to prevent a new settlement of an Eiwt India Company, and to 
endeavour the establishment of the old;” 0,000 to Sir Basil Firebrace, “in 
recom]ioiise of hi.s trouble in prosecuting the Company’s affiiirs, and in consider¬ 
ation of other hrsees he had sustained by neglecting hi.s own bnsiues.s, and by 
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w^as sot (Inxvu fis linving hocii “ Lo tlio >S!ii(l Sir ilusil lor ■/’■)() coiit l(os 
on stock ] was oliliged to aci'opt ol' liiin at X’I oO ]icm’ cent on tli(' t'(ini|)aiiys 
account” On lieiug iiiti'i-nig.itod witii roloix'iua' to tlio alioNS' istatonioiit, Sir 
'I’liomas Cooko (loci,u-oil ■'that tlio liist sum of X’10,000 ahovo iiioiilioiiod was 
glvou ill OKpootatLoiL to have tlio oliaitor of tlio l^last India ('ompany coidlimcd, 
and lU'w regulations tlic'roto luado,” and that “it was iutinidod for the king, hut 
ho, covdd not say the king had it,” though “ho holiovo.s Mr Tys^on told him 
that ho dolivorod it to Sir Josiah Child, wdio dolivorod it to tho king.” Jlo 
added that ‘ it was a customary present, and that in Kinjg Charles’,s and othor 
former reigns, the like hud been done for several yi'ar.s ” With regard to tho 
X.'10,000 paid to Mr. Aotou, ho ikadarod that ho had gi\('n it with tho privity 
of Sir Jo.siah Child, “who recommond(‘d Aotou as a ])(n',son cspialdo of doing 
tho Company servico, having groat aotinaiidauce wilh parliannuit iiion, and 
others who had iuti'ro.st with thoiu;” that “ h(‘ oould not pariionlarizo who they 
wor(‘, hut the end ahuod at wan to g'ot au act of pavlianumt.” 'fho .smus paid 
to Sir Basil kirehraco were stated to bo in iiuplonunit of an agri'onioiit, hy 
wliieh tho Com])any hoi'anm bmuid, in ease the (diartov passed, to lake X’hO.OOO 
stock of Sir Basil <at X’lnO per cent. As the stork was (hen only X'lOO per 
I'cni, the Coni]lany lost XhlO.OhO by tlio, tvansactioii. By anotlu'i- agrt't'mout of 
a similar nature, they would have, been bound to aocejit a l.ranshu' of X^IO.OOO 
stock on the same ti'rms, if an act of parliament in favour of the Conpiany had 
he(3n ohtaiiu'd. 

Til folhnving u]) the iiiijuiry, various other ])ers()n.s wi're exiniiinc'd. Sir Josiah 
Child affected goin'val ignorance of the matter, and said that “lie nov('r disposed 
of X^IO of the Company’s money to his niniemhrauce,” He admitted, howevt'r, 
that “he did recommend Mr Acton as heiiig an honest man, and thought he 
niiglit do s('rvi(3e to the Ooinjiaiiy in parliament, because of bis acHpiaintaiioes.” 
Ho also recoiiimondetl “ that a present of d'oO.OOO should he made' to the king, 
if his majesty would so far waive his jirerogalive tliab an act of jiarliameiit might 
he passed for settling tlie Coinjiaiiy; but Mr. Tyssijn told him the king would 
not meddle in that matter.” He “know nothing of the X’-IO.OOO ]iaid Lo Sir 
Basil I’irobracc, but there, was a kind of a company of twenty-live [icrsons, 
that .sat da die in diem, to destroy the Company, and he told Sir Thomas 
Cooke that he thought Sir Basil tho fittest person to divide them.” 

Sir Basil Birebrace, when lirst examined, admitted the ])ayi!ients as stated 
by Sir Thomas Cooke, viz.—i.B0,000 as a gratuity for lo.sses, and i’SO.OOO in 
terms of contract. J3otli sums “were directly for Idmself, and tin- tlio u,se of no 
other [lerson whatsoever; lie iiaid no part of the same towards jiroouring a 
charter or act of parliament, nor made any promises to do kSo, but ho had 
several discourses with Sir Thomas Cooke about using Ms endeavour,s to procure 
a new charter.” Being asked. “ what jiarfcicnlar sorviees he did or was to do Ibr 
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]n-ocuruig a ]ie\v eliarter,” lie &akl “ tliat he wished he might answer that at some a d. ioim 
other time, heing not well, not having &k‘])t two or three nights, luid heing mnch 
nulisposeil as to his health; that he was unwilling to take too much njion hiiii- 
selF, l)ut thought he did great .service to the Cmiipaii}" in .solicitation and other 
services ’ On the following day, having desired to he called in, he deposed, 

‘■that having had a treaty with Mr Bates), whom he thought able to do service 
in passing the charter, and to have accpiaiiitaiice with several ])er,son.s of honour,” 
lie gave lilm two notes, the one for 3000 and the oilier for 2,'>00 guineas, ]iay- 
able to Mr, JBatc.s or hearer. The latter note was jiaid after the charter for 
re.stoiiiig tlic East Tmlia (Joinpany passed, the other after the charter for regn- 
l.dinn jiassed These notes were from iSir Thomas Cooke, vdio, he lielieved, 

'■ did know how they were to be disposed of.” In fact, ilr. Bato.s had iiitroduccd 
Sir Basil several times to the iJuke of Lced.s, the lord-jire.sident, “who made 
some scruples in point of law.” 

Air. Bates deiioned “ that Sir Basil Firehi'ace did ajiply himself to him to n.se Mi uatt- 
his interest for ohtaiuiug a charter to the East India Company:” that “ho did 
use his interest wTth the lord-president, who said he would do what seivice he 
could; that ho received oOOO guineas, told the lord-president of the fact, and 
urged ihe same upon his lordship’s acceptance, hut he i-cfused it” He admitted, 
however, that “in regard he could not tell momy very well ihuiseli',” ho “did 
iisk leave of my lord that his .servaut might tell the money ” His lordship gave 
Ic'avo, and accordingly his lordship’s serviiut, AI Roliert, “ did receive the money,” 

At fir.st Bates alleged that Ai. B,ohert paid over the money to him, but on a&ub- 
sopient exiiuiiuation lie admitted that ho had it not, and that it had remained 
with ilobert till within the last few days, when Eohert had brought it to him 
lor the purjiose of being given back to Sir Basil Firehrace. His reason for thus 
■(laying back the guineas was "the noise that it made, and that (leojJe might 
think he did not deserve them.” Aloi’e light was thrown on this diselosm-e by 
Sir Basil, who, when again examined, stated “that the East India Company’s 
charter being forfeited, iSir Thoma.s Cooke was apprehensive “that it stuck with 
the Duke of Leeds,” and told him that “ some way must be found out to the 
duke.” yir Basil thereupon ajiplied to Mr. Bate.s, who, after a good deal of 
higgling, agreed to acce(ii of 5000 guineas for his friend, and 500 guinea.s to 
himself. Sir Thoma.s Cooke .sanctioned the agreement, remarking that if "it 
was insisted on it must be done.” TJie agreement was that “if ihe duke did 
act in favoui’ of the Company, he should have 2000 and 8000 guineas, and Bate.s 
500 guineas for himself” Sir Basil added, "that from tlie time the notes were 
given, they had Iree access to the lord-president, and found him easy and willing 
to give thorn his assistance." 

Mr, Tyssen deponed that “Sir Thomas Cpoke and Sir Josiah Child gave him Wt TjrcMi 
a note under their liamls for =F50,000, ■ndiicli was intended to be presented to 
his maje.sty if hia majesty would pass an act of parliament as they should de.siro. 
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and fcliai lie ac<[iumfced iny Lord Portland with iho C'oiup.'my’.s hiicution to iiiako 
such a piesciit; who told the deponent that tin' king would nol jnoddle with it” 
tlnkeing asked if lie had ofteiedthe same to Loid Poitland, ho dmiiod that 
he had so done, saving, if he had, he iniisl never have seen liis I'aee nioie” 

That Iniheiy to an enormous e\teut had keen eaiiied on, theie could nowlii' 
no douht, Imt the only ease in whicli, as ytt, it ^cemed eaiiahle of heiiig pioved, 
was that of the Duke of Leeds, against whom, accordingly, the commons ri'solvofl 

t<) ptoeeed liy impeachment On tlu' 
leading of the lejinrl of the committee 
in the House of Iiords, (he duke rosi' 
in his place and said that “as he had 
formerly pioteati'd himsoll' to lu> fiee 
in tins matter, so he .still denied, upon 
his faith and honour, that ho was 
gnilly of any such corrnplioiis as 
weve suggested against him, and that 
if the whole (ruth wei’e laid open it 
would tend to his lumonr and advan¬ 
tage’' ITis ex])lanation was, “tliat Mr. 
Hates intiodnced Sir Lasil Idreliraeu 
to him, and that lie had eonl’eivnee.s 
AV’ith Sir Basil upon tlio .snhjeet of the 
East India Company, rvlnch Sir Basil 

i’rioM ib OsBOEM , Duke of Lcul j—I Hmiunnt.iftoi‘an r l.clj , ,, 

was concerned lor, that Home time 
after Mr Bates came and informed him that he was to have a sum of money 
of Sir Basil, and desired his lordship to lend him one of hi.s .servants, Mr. Bate.s 
keejjing hut a footman, to I’eceive the money, and so ho lent him M. Rohert; 
that his lordship knew nothing of the sum, hut aftemvards Mr Bate.s eauie lo 
him and told him he had receiAmd 5000 g-uineas, which he offered to him, ti'lling- 
his lordship that he had been very ohliging and kind to him, and tliat in acknoAV- 
ledgmeut of the manj^ favouns he had received from his loitlshiji’s hands, he 
liumhly de.sired him to accept of them, Avhich he rernsiug, Mr Bate.s pre.s.sed him 
earnestly to take one-half or a cpiarter, which he .still refused, declaring he Avould 
not touch a penny of them; and told him .since ho Iiad taken them, ho Lhmight 
there Avas no need of returning them—^they Avei'e his oAvn, and ho wi.sliod him 
good luck Avith tljem.” MBiile the duke was making tliis apology, or rather con¬ 
fession, he got privnite iiotico that the commons AVere preparing to impeach him. 
Startled at theneAvw he hastened off, and intimated, through one of the mejnheivs, 
his dasire to be heard. Permission was giAmn, and he made a long axrd appar¬ 
ently rambling speech, witliont maldng any favourable impression, for the im¬ 
peachment was immediately caiTicd up to the lords. The flint article, containing 
the substance of the whole, Avaa as followsThat ccitaiii merchants trading to 
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tlie EasL Indies, having either forfeited their cliaiter, or liuing under an appre- ad icin 
hcnsion tliafc they had I'urfeited the same, and having niinle ilieir liumhle appli¬ 
cation to their niiijesties in council for obtaining a charter of conllrmation; the 
said fluke ol' Leeds, heiug then president of their majesties’ most litniourabh' 
privy council, and sworn to give their majesties true and faithful ad\iee, did, 
contrary to hia oath, oilice, and duty to then- majesties, and in bleach of the 
great trust rejiosed in him, by himself, his agents, or servants, corruptly and ille¬ 
gally treat, contract, and agree with the saiil merehants or their agents, for SaOO 
guineas, to proenre tlie said charter of confii'inatioii, and also a charter of regu¬ 
lations, or to use liis endeavours to olitain the .same.” 

Jly some strange oversight the duke’s aez’vaut, M. llohert, whom the jirevious 
deposition had sliowu to Ire a most important witness, had not been examined, luioof'rii 
and wdieii the necessary steps for the pui'iiose were about to lie taken, it was 
found that he had disappeared. A tardy proclamation for .securing him vovs 
i,ssuc'd, hut it proved unavailing; and thus an essential hnk in the chain of evi¬ 
dence could not he supplied. The Duke of Leeds, now feeling coiiiideut tliat 
the impeachiuent could not be made good, began to use the language of injured 
iunoeciice, and to complain of the hardship and injustice of hai ing a charge 
liaiiging over his head, wliile no attempt was made to prove, and no opportunity 
was given him to di.sprove it. The state of matcer.s was, hoAi-ei-er, well under¬ 
stood, and his shutfling only served to confirm the convidion generally enter¬ 
tained of his guilt. Meanwliilo parliament .seemed resolved to do its duty; and 
as the leading witnesses were jn.st!y awspecteil of prevarication or concealment, 
an act was pa.ssed for impiLsoning them, and for restraining tliem from alien¬ 
ating their e8tate.s Unfortunately, the zeal manifested by parliament was mk 
seconded at couil, At a very eaily period of the impiiry, the king, after giving 
tiio royal as,sent to .several bills, addressed hotli houses as hjllows;—“My lords Tiieiviiig« 
and gentlemen, I take this occasion to tell you that the season oi tlie year i.s so imrmmwit. 
far advanced, and the circuinsLances of affairs are so pressing, that I very ear- 
ue.sLly recommend to you the .speedy <lespatching such biesiuess a.s you think of 
most im])ortance for the public good, because 1 mast put an end to this sc.s.sinn 
in a few days.” From thi.s .significant hint, it was well understood that there 
was a strong feeling in liigh rpiarters against the exposure to which the parlia¬ 
mentary iiupiiry into hrihory and eorriiptioix tlireatened to lead; and in fact, on 
the 3d of May, 'within a fortnight after the liint ivaiS given, and while the mae 
of the iiupihy was still in su.spense, parliament 'wa.s prorogued. According to 
Eurnct, “ It was intended to hang up the matter to another Re.SHion; but an lUit 
of grace came in at the end of tiiis, -with an exception, indeed, as to corruption; 
jmt this xvliole di.scovery was let fjill, and it 'was believed too many of all sides 
were concerned in it; for, by a common, consent, it was never revived.” 

Tliere cannot be a doubt that the Company suffered .severcty m public esti¬ 
mation by the di.sclosure, .so far as it had gone. A distinction, however, ought 
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to 1)0 lofulo lictwcoii the (JoinpiUiy iuul llio inana.ii’ojnouL This loul liooii 
ally :iU))io[)olize(l 1 ly Rir Josiali Oliild and a low vwidLliy indis-jihial.s, who, Lakiiiy 
uiidiio advaiitago of the iiiilliiiitod powor of jiiii'ohasing stock, and ol' x'ofciiig upon 
it, had siicceodod in ousting most of (lio indojtondi'nt luonilioiiS of oomiuittoo, 
and s\i|)phuitLug thorn hy thoir owji croatuios On tlioin, tlaM’C'foi'o, th(‘ oliic'f 
blame ought to rest, jnoro os]»ooially as tho gonoral ooiut of jirojii’ictors, ovon 
Ijofuro tlie [)arliampntary in([iiiry oommouood, liad boon indiiood, in oonso(prouoo 
of the rmtioni'.s wliioli had bognn to prcnail, to appoint a 0 (inuuittoi' “to in- 
,S])ect into tlio alfairs of Llio genoval joint .stock iiialoL' tlio managomout of tho 
coin't of conmiitteos, ;ind of the .sevoral transactions tliat had boon had therein, 
foi’ tho satisfaction of th(' a<lv<'ntvircrs.” TIio report of the oouuuittoo- t.luis 
appointed, had fnniishod most of tlie loading facts, which were afterwards iiioro 
fully brought out liy the ]ia,rliamontary in\o.stigation. 

Wliilo the btmip.an.y were .snlforing- s(‘\eroly in pid)lie estimation from those 
.shamc'ful <lisclosurc,s, an alarm arose from a, dilfoivnt ipiartei'. SeoLland and 
England, though their (towu.s w(mv now worn by a single monarch, rvoi'e .still 
.separate a,nd indop)endeut kingdoms, and there wa.s tlierelbro noLliing to |)r(‘- 
vent the former J'roin Inning its East Indiii (Jom])any as well as (.he latter. 
Indeed, a,s early as 1G17, King James had given bissanetiou to snob aoomiiaiiy, 
by giuniing letter.s-|)ai.ent umk'r the great sisil of Scotland, to Sir James Chin- 
niiigliam, of Glengarnock, appointing him, his heirs ami assignee's, to he. its 
governors and director.s, with authority “to trade to and from the Mast Indies, 
and the eouutries or parts of Asia, Africa, and America, beyond the Capo of 
liomi Si)crantia to the Straits of Magellan, and to the Levant Sea, and terri¬ 
tories under the governniout of the Groat Turk, .and to andfroiti the oonntrie.s of 
Greenland, and all the countries and islands in tho north, north-west, and north¬ 
east Hea,s, and all otlu'r ])ar6s of America and Muscovy.” Wliatevcr may hava.) 
been the original intention of tliis grant, it nltimati'ly dogcncM'a.ted into a im'i'e 
job for the benellt of the grantee, who sohl it, and all his rights inider it, I'or a 
valuable comsideratiou. The purchasers were the Jjondon East bndi.a Gonpiany, 
who thins escaped tho danger of a competition, which in honest and skilJiil 
hands might have piroved fonnidahlc. This abortive attcm])t to givi' Scot¬ 
land a trade to the East app)(?ar,s to have attracted little notice; a,nd other 
iiitere.sta, of a .still more vital nature, so compiotuly occupied the pmhlic mind 
during the piersecuting reigins of the Stua.rts, that the better piait of a ceubmy 
elapised liefore the .subject wag again mooted. The Victter era. wliieli commenced 
with the Eovolntion brought new dcsire-s and asjilrations along with it, and a 
general dc.sirc was felt hy pmtriotic Scotsmen to give their country a.s high a. 
jilace in commerce as it had already attained in liberty, religion, and arms. The 
influence exerted with this view on the public mind, wa.g soon manifested in 
parliament, wliich, on the 1-lth June, 1(393, j»as,ged an "Act for encouraging of 
Korea,igne Trade,” in which “onr goveraigne lord and ladye, tho king and 
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(jiU'cn’s innjesLies, ermsiilei'iii^ liow nnicli tlic improvLinoiit of li.ule concerns Ai)n,i.- 
tlio wealth and wellfiu'c of the kinydoiii, and that nothing hath hccai found 
luoie efii'ctnall for the inijn-oving and l■nlal■going thereof than the tiecliiig and 
enconrageing of companies, wluTeby tlie same may he caused on hy uuder- 
takeings to the remotest ]airts, wideli it is not possi1)le (or single persons to 
undergo, doc therefore, with advieo and coufeeiit of the e,states of pailiauieiit, 

.statnto and declare, that merchants more nr fewer may contract and enter 
into .societies and eompanies for carryiiig on of li-ade, as to any suliject and sort 
of goodes and merrdiandice to whatsoever kingdoms, conuLreyes, or ])£Uls of the 
world, not heing in wavv with their majesties, where trade is in nsc to he, or 
nray he followed, and particularly beside the Idngdom.s and conntrt'y'us of Europe, c.i.itii mii, 

\ r-l 1 T * • ' *• 

iu tlui Last and AVost Indies, to the straits and ti’adc of the MediLcrnineau, or 
u])On the coast of Alfrica, or northern parts, or oLsewheie, as above” By a 
snhsogui'nt act, dated 2(lth June, KiDd, John, Lord Belhaven, and vaiimis indi¬ 
viduals specially named, including beside Scottish, several English and fomigu 
mereliaiits, “together with such others as shall jo_)u with them within the space 
of twelve moneths after the first day of August next,” were eonstitutdl “a free 
incorporation, vitli peipetnal succession, by the name of tlie f'ompauy of Bcot- 
hmd trad(dng to AHViea and the Indies” Half the ca]htal was to be “ allotted 
fur Hcoitish men within this kiiig'<lom,” but It was allowed to “Scotsmen 
residing abroad or forraigaier-s to come iu and subscribe,” the. least sum being 
■ClOO and the greatest £3000 In canying on their trade the company were, 
“imimwercil to e(piip, fitl, ,set out, fraught, and rnudgate their own or hired 
ships ill such manner as thi'y shall think fitt, and that for the space of ten years 
from tiio date hereof,” and “from a,ny of the ports or plaee.s of this kingdom, or 
fi'om Jiny other ports or places in amity, or not in ho.stility with his majesty, 
in warlike or other manner, to any lands, i.slands, eomitre 3 'es, or jJaces in Asia, 

AilViea, or Amcnca, and there to plant collojues, build eiiycs, touna, or ibrts, on 
or u])on the places not inhahited, or on or npon other place hy consent of the 
natives or inhabitants thei-eof, and not posscst by an European .sovereign poten¬ 
tate, prince, or state;” they were also fully authorized not only to defend them¬ 
selves by “force of arms,” but “to seeke and take reparation of damage done b}’' 
soa or land, and to make and conclude treaties of peace with the Hoveraigais, 
princes, estates, rulei’S, governors, or pro]*rietors of the foresaid lands, islands, 
counti'eyes, oi’ place,s in A.sia, Adrica, or America,” 

Besidt! these extensive powers, which Were declared to be exclusive, no Sjkci,ii 
subject of Scotland being permitted without the company ,g Avritten permission 
to trado within these limits, various extraordinary privileges sverc conferred. 

Among* oblicrs it was declared that “ all persons concerned or to ho concerned 
iu this company” were "to be free denizens of this kingtlom,” and that “thej^ 
with all that .shall settle to inliahit, or he horn in any of the foresaid plantations, 
oollcmies, ciiyes, tomw, factories, and other places, that shall be ]rarcbast and 
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possosst 1)}^ tlie .said company, sli.all be rcpuic as iiaLive.s of Icino'dom, and 
have ilie pviviledges tliei-eof;” and that, ha- the space of Lwenty-oiu' yours, the 
company’.s ship)S, goods, and otlior cJli'cts wliatsovor, wore to Lie “free of all 
nianiun' of Te.sLraiids or piohiljitions, and of all cusLonis, taxe.s, c(‘,ss('s, ,su]>]ilio,s, or 
otlier dntlo.s mipo4('il or to b(' ini])osed liy act of parliament or otiicrwdsc'with 
the exception only of the diitie.s tui tol)acco and .sugar, not th(' growth of their 
oAvn -[ilantutions. Tins privilege i.s made .still Itroador by a .subseipient clause, 
whicb provide.s that ' th(' .said comjiany, whole niemlier.s, ollieers, .sei'vants, or 
others belonging thereto, shall lie Iree, hoth in their persons, cstaie.s, and goods, 
employed in the .said .stock ami trade, I’rom all manner of taxes, e('.sse,s, .snp[)lh's, 
excises, rpiaitering of soiildieis, triinsicnd. or local, or lea vying ofsonldier.s, or otlier 
inijjositions whatsoever;” and lest the poweJ' given to tlu' I'ompany to redress 
thenisdves islundd prove inadeiinate, his majesty ('Xjiressly [iromises, that if 
‘ contrar to the said rigliLs, libertie.s, piivih'g'es, excmiptions, grants, or agree¬ 
ments, any of the shi))s, goods, merchandi.se, jier.son.s, or other elleels whatsoever, 
helonging to the .said eomiiany, .shall Ix' stopjicd, detained, embazled, or away 
talccn, or in any .sort prejudged or damnilyed,’’ he will “interjiose hi.s authority 
to have restitution, ri'pavation, and satisfaction made for the damnage done, and 
that upon tlie publiek charge, Avhich hi.s majesty shall caust' depur.se and lay out 
I'or that etfoet.’’ 

'The lihoralitj'- which parliaTinmt had displayed in conferring such iinpile 
])i’ivilGges was Fully sccomled hy the country at lai'ge. Tii a slmvt time !i. 
suhscrlptlon list, .such as Scotland had never iicfore seen, was filled upt. 'file 
amount was X-t00,0()0; and the list contained the naine.s of 1219 .shareholders, 
among wluan were most of tiie leading noliility, tlie puhlkt hodies, e.lei'gy, 
lawyers, merchants, and a large selection of indiAldnals of a,ll classes, thus 
piroving beyond a doubt that the formation of tlie compiauy was the elfoct of a 
great national uiovciuent. Lihcral a.s tlie home .suli.seripitioii liad thus been, a 
large addition Avas anticipiated from other comitrios; and the matiagms, among 
Avliom the eelcbra.tcxl William Paterson, tbe. foumler of tlie flank of Kngland, 
took the lead, despa.tchcd comratssioners to London, Amsterdam, and Hamhurg, 
with authority to opicn noAv suhscripition lists, and eonfor the ])rLvilego,s of llie 
company on ail avIio might be induced by these repiresentations i.o apply for 
them. 


Thu Kiigli.li 
parliaiuoiit 
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The Kngli.sh piarliament, on being aeipnaintod with these piroceedings, imme¬ 
diately took alarm; and having their attention .spiecially called to the .snliject hy 
a petition of their oaauv Company, pimceedod, on the 13th Decemher, 1695, to 
present a coinnion address from both houses to the crown. T]ii,s addrc.ss piro- 
ceeds as follows:—“The lords sjiiritual and teinpioral and commons, in pa,rlia.meut 
assembled, having taken into our GOn.sideratioii the .state of the trade of this 
kingdom, do find that, besides many otbei- disadvantages and difficulties it boav 
lies under, an act of pAaiiiament that bath lately received your majesty’.s royal 
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assent in yonr kingdom of fSeytland, foi' erecting a company trading to Africa and 
the Indies, is likcdy to Liiiig many ]»rt'jndiccs and mischiefs to all yonr majesty’s 
iSiilijecLs that <'n'c concerned in tlie wealth and trade of this nation.'' After 
([noting largely from the act in support of this allegation, it thns continues:— 
'■ i!y reason of Avhieli great advantage.s gisiiitcd to tla; fScots East India Coni- 
]iany, and the duties and diiliculties tJiat lie nixm that trade in England, a 
great part of the stock and sliipping of this nation will he carried tliither, and 
hy this means Scotland will ho made a free port for all East India commodities; 
and conaeijnently those several places which were .srptplied from England wdll ho, 
furnished from thenee imu'h cheaper than can he done h}^ the English; and 
ihetefore tlii.s nation wall lose the henefit of supplying foreign parts with those 
comiuoditit^s, whieli hath always hccn a great article in the halauce of onv 
foiSiJgn trade. Moreover, the said commodities will nnavoidahly he brought hy 
I he Hoots into England hy .stealth, both hy .sea and land, to tlic vast prejudice 
of tlie English trade and navigation, and to the great detriment of your majesty 
111 your enstoms.” 

I'lie king ■was tlius placed in a very awlnvard ]ircdicfimcnt. He could not 
question the competimey of parliament to grant the act complained of without 
attacking the national independence, and disappointing wdiat had become one of 
the national hope.s of Scotland; nor could ho continue to sanction the act without 
placing himself in decided opjiosition to the legi.slatnrc of England, and Rome 
(,if tlie most strongly cherished pri'jndices of the English people. He therefore 
an.sw'ered somewhat vagiiclj^ “I have been ill .sensed in Scotland, Init 1 hope 
some remedies niaj^ he fonud to previmt the inconvenieneies which may arise 
from this act;” and .shortly after showed that lie rvas really dissatisfied wdtli 
the inanagoment of his ministors in Hcotland hy disuiis.sing most of them from 
oliicc. The English jiarliainent took still more decided steps; and on receiving 
the I'cport of ft, committee ■wliicli had Iieen appointed to exiuuinc the methods 
hy 17111(111 the act had been obtained, and the proccedingvS under it, the coimnoiw 
ro,solved, "that the directors of tlie company of Scotland trading to Africa and 
the Indies, administering and tjiking here !in oath de, fUkli, and under colour 
of a Scots act styling them.sclvcs a company, were guilty of a high crime and 
misrEmeanour, and that the Lord Bclhavcn, 'William Fatersnu (and otlier indi¬ 
viduals named), be impeiiched of t.lie same.” This resolution, violent as it 
undoubtedly was in it.s nature, and offensive in its terms, ivaa not beyond the 
competency of the English parliament; and therefore, however much it must 
Ivave roused the indignation of the Scots, did not properly furnish matter for 
formal comphiiut. Another step, however, was of a more objectionahlo nature. 

The Scots company had, as already mentioned, sent a deputation to Ham- 
Irarg, and had every prospect of obtaining a liberal snhsciiption, wlieii all their 
hopes Avere frustrated hy hostility from an unexpected quarter. The nature of 
the hostility will he best explained hy a memorial presented on the 7tli of 
VOL. I. 
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Ajuil, iind mi1)Sc nln'd Ly his Rrifcaiiiuc iiiajo.sly’H envoy extnioL'diiimy at 

the (!i)mds of Lunc'l)uj-y', and Ids re-.idiiit in Llie eifcy of Hamhni'y Jn this 
docnuu'iit, addressed to Llie .senate of tins ei(>, flic nieniorialiots express Liieni- 
selves iis follows'—“ V\h, tl\e snl.serihers, nnni"-tei's ol' liis niaji'sl) (he lviji|S of 
Great Ihiiain, have, n]ion tlu' ai'ii\al ofei nmiissioneis li'oiii an Indian eoinpany 
in Scotland, i('p!'(\sented at two sevoral tinu's to yonr ma;^nillcene('s and hji'd- 
,ships from tlui kins- oui' nia.ster, that his niajesty, nnderstandino- that tlie said 
eoninussioner.s endeaxonred to open to theinsc'he.s a eomnH‘ie(' and tradi' in 
tliese p)aits, ly inakine; .some eonvention or treaty uitli this eity, had coni- 
inanded ns most exjiri'ssly to notify to j our niao-nifieenct's and loi dsln(i,s, that if 
yon enter into sneh eonvemtions with [irivate men hi.s sidijeets, who have neitiier 
credential letter,s, Jior are any other ways an(hoii/ed ly Ids niajesty, tliat hi.s 
majesty would leyaid sueli pioeeedine's as an alfiont to Ids royal aid.hoiity, and 
that he would not fail to re.sent it ^'onr inaenifieences and ionlsldps luul the 
j.CoodiK'ss to answer ns tlieret.n ly yoni' di'puty that yon would no way enler 
into eonniK'ree with tho aforesaid eomuiiwsioner.s, nor eneonraf^'e them in any 
sort Nobwitlistaudln;i^' whereni', we, the snh.seriher.s, do sec' v/itli ilisph‘a.sni'e 
that, without any reo-ard to tlic renioiistranees made hy ns in tlu' nanu' of 
Ids iiuijeHty, Lho inhahitants of tins city I’orhear not to make (“onventioiiH and 
troatioH with the .sahl (‘omndsHioner.s, who dare even erect a public office to 
receive, suhseriptioiis, an appears hy the annex('(l print And it is not very 
eredihk' that .strane-er.s CAmld so openly enterpi'ise matters of sneli inpiortauee 
without beine- .supported ly tid.s govi'rninent; rvhcrefore we make our just 
eoin])laird,s thereof to your mas'niticimce.s and lordshi[).s, heseeehino' yon, in (he 
name of the king our master, to remedy in time that wldeh is hegun, and to 
do it HO etrectiially a.s to piroveut any eimseipieneos it ma,y luive, eajiahh' to 
disturh the frieudshi];) and good eorre,spoil deuce which xve. wmdd cultivate' he- 
tween England and the city of llanihnrg Wc wait jour luaguifieence.s’ and 
lord.ship.s’ answer in writing, to be traasinittod to Ids inaji'.sty our master.” 

This memorial, which contaiu.s a, gross inisropwesentation of the clianicter of 
tho Scotch eoinmissioncr.s, and amounted in fact to a mo.st unwavrantahlo inti'i- 
ference with the iudepiendout riglits both of Scotland and Hamburg, having; 
been transmitted hy tho senate to tho Commercir, or general liody of mer¬ 
chants, called forth the following answer;—“Wo look upon it as a very straugo 
tiling, that the King- of Britain .sliould hinder us, who are a frc'e pieople, to 
trade with whom we pileaso; but are amazed to think that he would Iduderiis 
from joining with his own .subjects in Scotland, to whom lie had lately given 
such largo privik'gc,s by .so .solemn an act of parliainont.” This answer umpne.s- 
tionahly jilaced the matter in ifc,s true light; hut tho Plamlmrg merclmnts, 
thongh they signed for considerable sums hi the company is 1-iOok.s, were too 
cautious to commit themselves finally, and apipiondod a condition making their 
sukscripbious void, “if tho compiany did not iirooure some deehwatlou from the 
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kiiin tluit miyhi secure tliom against tlie tliveatenings and other iiismuatlous ap ioit. 
c(Hitaiued in the meniorial,’' 

dt was Jiovr the first Lusiness of the Scuttiali coinpimj^ to endeavour to sii'i'erpiuit 
ohtain thu declination for whicli their suh.scriher.s in Uiiiiihnrg had .stipulated; 
and .accorilinglj’, on the SStli June, 1697, their couucil-gonenil pre.sentcd aji 
addre.ss to the king, in which, after oirumerating their legal rigids, and the })ie- 
iudice which they had sustained by the interference of indlviduiils acting in hi.s 
lUiije,sty’s name, they a]iplied for the protection to which they \rere entitled hy 
“ natural right and the primlege of all merchants rvhatsoever, even though they 
had wantiid the sanction of so solemn laws, and more especially for such 
declaration as in youj- royal wisdom you shall think fit to render the senate and 
inhahitauts of the said city of flamhurg', and all others that are or may he 
concerned, from the threateiiings or other snggesti(ni,s” whiclithe memorial con¬ 
tained. As the king had evi<lent]y been hi’ought into a fiil.so po.sitioii, and 
could not have jnstiliod tho jiroceedlngs of the memorialists without tlirowing 
all Scotland into a liamo, the Scotch secretaries, after tlie lajise of more than a 
month, answered as follows:—“ We are empowered hy tlic king to signify nnto 
you that as soon as his majesty shall return to England ho will take into oon- 
sicloration what you liave represented unto lum, and Lliat in the meantime his 
rnajesty will give order to his envoy at the courts of Llinoburg and his re.sideiit 
at Hamhui’g not to make u.se of his majesty’s name or authority for (jhstrucLing 
your couipaiiy in the. proaeeiitioii of your trade with the inhabitants of that 
city.” 

This answer, though little better than an evasion, promised more tlinn was uunii!Uo 
actually performed; and new i'emon,sLranceM liy the company proved unavailing, 
till the general dissatisfaction which liad begun to prevail, obliged the king to 
rejily that tlie promise of hi.s secretaries had been fidfilled, and his residents 
abroad distinctly prohibited from further interference. Matters, hmvevcr, ap¬ 
peared to bo drawing to a ciisis, when the proceedings of the Bcotch comjiany 
freed the king from his embarrassments, and paved the way for their own ulti¬ 
mate extinction. They were expressly prohibited from attempting to settle ou 
any territmy belonging to a power iu amity with Eritaiii. The .site of the Isthmus 
of Darien, situated between tho Atlantic and the Pacific, seemed so aclvan- 
tag'cou.s tliat all other con,si derations -were lo.sL sight of, and the fir.st expedition 
fitted out hy the company attempted to settle upon it. Bpain, which claimed 
the territory, immediately remonstrated, and King William appears to have 
Imcn only too glad to .second their remonstranco. The consequence was, that the 
Scots, instead of being permitted to establish a trade, fomrd themselves suddenly 
engaged single-handed in a war with the Spanish monarchy. Eor a Lime they 
fought the battle manfully, but disaster followed disaster. Of the 3000 men 
whom Scotland had sent out to the isthmus, only a small remnant returned; 
and the company tradhig to Africa and the Indie.s, after exciting so many hopes 
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ill the northern, and so many fears in tlic sontherir part oi (Jroat Ihitain, ceased 
to exist. 

The discussions to whieli the estahli.shniciit of tlio tieoteh hast India, Com¬ 
pany had given rise, and tlie ohloijiiy whirli the London India Company laid 
incurred by the nefailous proceedings oi' those who liail usurped its nianiig’i'- 
nient, had made tlio English legislature fully alive to the importani'e ol' [ilaeiipg 
the, trade to the East on a new and perinaiieut basis. I'lic' sliajie ivhieh 
the nieasiiro niiglit have taken, had ])arliameut heeu left at liiierty to elmo.se tla- 
wisest jilan, would perliajis have differed inucli i’l’om LIia,t which was adopted ; hut 
circumstances had occurred winch rendered a new arrangcinent e.vpcdient, not 
only on its a,ccounb, hut with a view to oilier jiurposcs to which it might 
he made ,sub,ser\i(‘ut. 'J’he powerful coalition Avhieli Iviiig William ha.d formed to 
fru.stvato tlie amhitious designs of the King of Eranee vecpiircsl an enormous 
exjionditure, and the nece.ssity of obtaining the necessary funds to meet it 
seemed for a time to outweigh ail other eonsideratiou.s. It had Llm.s become 
obvious that the (piesLiou which had long heeu keenly dc'hated between tlie 
existing India Company and the imiuerous party now leagued in ojipu.sitioii 
to tlium, would he determiued not so much on it.s own mei'ifs as on mere 
pecuniary consideiutlon.s. The government was in urgent want of moiusy. 
What tmieimt of ennlvilivition were the c;\ud’idu.les for its I'lwmn' yivepared to 
furnislW On this low and unworthy ground the cpiestiou of contiuiiing the old, 
or of orocting a new compiauy wa.s now to he settled by a,ct of parlinnieiit. Tlie 
offer of the old (Jouipiaiiy wa.s a loan of 11700,000 a,t four per cent, interest; 
their opponents offered X2,000,000, at eight per cimt., and obtained the prefer- 
oiicc. Coiistderiug the different rates of interest, tin'.smaller loan was certainly 
the more advautiigeons to the public, hut the greatei' aiuonnt of yire.senfc relief 
which the larger loan afforded, was eagerly grasped at and carried (,he, day. 
Ostensibly, liowcAUir, the yirel'ereiiee given to it was jnsiifu'd, noL merely by the 
amount of the loan, hub by the terms on whii-li it v^as oll'eri'd. 'I'he olil Oom- 
yiany stipulated that the legislature should coidinu tlieir chatter, and eoiitinue 
theiu in pu.sse.sslou of all their jirivileges as a joint stock, 'flieir rivals ri'jnidiated 
tlie idea of a Joint .stock, and asked only to he iiieotporated, at least in the first 
iiistauec, a,s a regulated company, which would allow (,'very unanher to trade in 
Ids own name and on his own rosponsih'difcy to the anioiiut of his suhscrihed 
capital. This arrangement being in accordance with the more liberal ideas 
which the llestoratiou had introdneed, was supposed to ]io,y,'iess intrinsic nieriljs, 
wliloh, even if other eoii.siderations had been eipial, would liave entitled it to bo 
preferred, 

Tho resolution in favour of a. new East Iinlia (Jonipa,ny was adopted liy the 
Ilonse of CJoimnons on 4th May, 1698, and on the 2Gbh a bill wa,s lironght in for 
th© purpose of giving effect to it. It was sbreimon,sly oppo,sed in all its stages, 
tho old. Company being allowed to appear by conn,set aga,inst it, but ultimately 
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pasHf'il liotli houses hy cousiflei'n.lile majorities, ami obtaiiicrl the rojal assent. \ n kvk 
T' he old Ooinpanj', though j)()AVL‘rfiill 3 ^ su[)pni-teil, Jual lo.st favour svitli tla* 
puhlio by the acts of hiihery whieli had been proved against them; and even 
during tlie discussion of the bill Avhicli doomed them to extinction, had sustained 
new damage from the rejsort of a ])arliameiitary committee wliicli had lieeu 
appointed to examine their books; for in this rejiort it was more than, insinuated 
that by a kind of juggle the value of tlieir .stock had hecu greatly ex.'iggerated, 
and large dividends had heen paid, not out of ja'ofit, hut out of capital Some aeponon 
of the statements in this I'eport throw so much light on the history of the Com- nt ih«cii.i 
])auy that tlioy deserve to be quoted The original ,st(.>ck of the Company, in 
U)d7, Avas £S(>!),8!)I, Ss. The aggregate diAddend.s oti this .stock from October, 

KiOl, to April 1, 1681, amounted to 3901, per cent., (tr about 19,1 per cent. ])er 
aimum. On 2d Novemhei-, 1681, tbeir fund.s AA'ere ,so loAV tliat a call wa.s made 
on the adventurers for the ro.sidue of their auhscriptioirs; and yet, on the l8th of 
Januaiy thereafter, circum.stauce.s had so .sinhlcnlj’’ altered tliat the call was 
revokeil, and instead of it, a dividend of 150 per cent, was declared. Of this 
dividend, hoAvever, only 50 ]ier cent. Avas paid in inoney, while the remaining 
100 pea- cent, was retained, and held to he e((ulvalent to a duplication of the 
original stock, which avr.s accordingly henceforth stated at double its (nlginal 
amount On this doubled stock dividends liad been regularly paid at the rate 
of 25 percent. These diAudends wore always made on tire arrival of .ship.s on 
general comjiutations Avithout the help of the hooks, or a minute statement (jf 
tl)p, Avliole account; and hence, eA'cn at the time of making them, tlm Company 
Avere hampered by a large debt, Avldch in 1(580 exceeded £500,000, and in 1698 
amounted on bond alone to £G31,55-1', lO-a, exclnsiAm of rlebts in India to 
an amount which could not bo specilied. In 1693, in fulfilment of the con¬ 
ditions of tlie charter granted them in th,at year, they opened a new .snh,scri]i- 
tion, and received under it £711,000. The only legitimate pinpose to wfiiich 
this sum could haA'e been applicil was that expres.sly .s[>ecified in the cliarter, 
viz., to I'aiso the stock of the Com[)any to ,£1,500,000. The parliannmtary 
eunimittec, after lading to obtiiiu a distinct answer as to the maniAer in which 
this sum had been disposed of, consulted the Company's cash-hook, and jiscer- 
ta.iued that a large portion of it had been s<piamlerpd in the .sy.stem of hrihery 
which has already been exposed, a3Ad that <£ the remainder no los.s than 
.£325,565, Os, id. had heen repakl (on what ground is not explainerl) to the old 
ad venturer,s. This report, given in at the very time Avhon the Oranpairy were 
luainiainiug a desperate struggle for cxi.stonce. must have told fearfully against 
them. 

The act which founded the new East India Company ranks as 9 Win, III. 
e, 41', and is entitled, “An act for raising a sum not exceeding £2,000,000, u]ion CBfcillilllillillg 
a fund for payment of annuities, after tlie rate of £S pei-centum per annum, and 
for .settling the trade to the East Indies.” It is of great length, and is entirely 
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AD II,'is occnpicnl Jii iL.s Pmst p.'ui witli i-ugul.-iLiiig the wilt ami sLainj) (liiti(\s, irmii U'liicli 
his inaje.sty was to ilerivo the aunuiil sinu ot .tl(j(),000, inM'r,ssary to j)ay the in¬ 
terest or aiiiuiitie.s exigible at the rate ot eight per cent, on the ,£;l,000,()00 loan 
In regaril to tlie loan itself, the Iciwlhig jirovtsions are, that “it slmll ami may 
be lawful to and fur liis luaju.sty, by comiiii.ssiou umler (he gri'at si'al of Ibiglaml, 
\a I'AiS- to take, and reeeis'e all such voluntary subser'pitions as shall be made on ui’ before 
the 29bh day of S(']kcmber, IGDH, by or for any person oi- person.s, natlvi's oi- 
foreigners, bodies politick oi- corpoiato (the governor and eoni])any of the Hank' 
of England only exeeptod), of any ainn of money whatwK'vm-, not less than ClOO, 
for and towards the raising and paying into the said voeeii>t of the, exchiapier 
the .said sum of X2,000,000.'' The whoh' .sum wa,s .subject to redemption; but 
during the nou-redomption his niajo.sty migid,, by letti;r.s-[)a,tent, iueorporate the 
aub.seriber.s undis' the iiauii' of the Clenei’al iSoeiety entitled to l,h(‘ advantage.s 
given by thi.s a.ct of parliament. Of the fleiu'ral Hociety tliii.s iueor[)orated, the 
sum total of sulrserijiLlons wa,s to form the prineijml stock, and evisy snb.scribei' 
to the amount of ,Xo00 and u|nvard.s \va,s entitled to have one vote, and not more 
than one, in the election of twenty-four ti'u.stise.s, each of them i|ualili('d hy l.he 
7 ) 0 .sse.s,siou of not leH.s t,han ,£2000 of the .s()eiel,y’,s .stock in lii.s own right, 'fho 
suh.scriber.s, their exc(;utor.s, suoeo.ssors, or as.sign.s, and tlu' [ler.sous lieen.sed liy 
them, were to have the 2)ri\nl('ge of trading to tho Mast Imlie.s, each to the extent 
of hl.s wtoek ; or if, instead id'thus aetiiig individually, the whohi or any ninnher 
of them, or even coiyorabioii.s, sliould jind'm’ to mniingo tlu'ir ,sha,re of tlu! trade 
as a company or joint .stock, thoyniighl. be ineorjiorfiU'd fur tbi.s s^ieeial 2 mr[)o,S('. 
Jn order “ to mainbiin suek ambassadors or other ministers” as tlio erown, at the 
nominntimi of the, trustees, ilireeters, or inanagers of tlie (Jeneral Society, or of a 
Joint-stock company established as aforesaid, shmdd “be [jleased to .send to any 
tiugjerer, iiriuci', or state” witliui tlie .sjieciJied limits, and to “defray any etlier 
extraordinary or nocoB.sary exjiensi! in carrying on the said trade,” a. duty nf live 
[lur cent, was to be levied on all India goods imported, but .slionhl any .snrphi.s 
reiiiaiii after these jmrpo.so.s were served, it wa.s not to belong to the ,stut(', but 
to bo distributi’d among the sban'bohler,s. The right of trading to the ICast, 
Indies wa.s in future to lielong oxedusively to tlie (leneral Society, .siihjciet, how¬ 
ever, to two mu.st impoiiant ]a'ovi.soeH:—llnst, tliat on tbreo ycar,s’ uotiee after 
l7n. and the rejiaj-unent of the X2,000.()()(), all the rights granted by the a,eb 
were to eea.se; and, .second, that Lbu old Com^iany might still eoutinuo to traile 
a.s before, till the 29tb of Bejitembm-, 1701. This wa.s meant to be au wpilvalent, 
Kniieagivoji ibr tliu three yeans’ notice to whieb they were entitled under tlicir {■barter, a.nd 
CuiBitany. yot iell far .sliori ol- it, blie true moaning' of tho charLor uudoulitodiy wuh, that 
"wliilo the three yeans wore nniuing, they were to enjoy the whole tnade, instead 
of being subjected, as they nmy were, to a fomiidable equi¬ 

valent, however, inqieifeefc as it was, was not given without a grudge, and bad 
something like a stigma attached,to it hy a clause in the act, which expre,ssly 
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sti|niliLtu(l tlmltlie prcbcnt Eiist Iiidin Coinpiiny sliould Le lioiind to piiyall their 
jn.sL debt',; and should they make dividends after the 2 tth of June, KiDS, and 
hefore their del)ts weie di->eharu;ed, not only would tlie estate of (ho Couipany 
continue li.ihlc, hut the individual jiieinhers rccehung such dividends winild still 
ho hehl hound in proportion of their shares, and, moreover, he snh’n'cted to the 
})enaUy of doulde costs. J'he sii[ULlatiou thus iuseiled strikinoly indiciites the 
general suspiciou which now attached to the pi oeecdings of the London Company, 
indeed, the langu.ig-o of the legislature ('vidontly implie.s a dould, not merely of 
their ability, hut of their willingpioss to pay. Tliere could not he any good 
gioLiiid for such a douht; and yet it is inipossihle to deny that dining the last 
years of tlieir exclusive monopoly they had done too much to justify it 

I’ho nieuihi'iM of the General Society, tlioiigh they liad originally ofl'c-red their 
suhscilpLions on e(jiiditiou of heing estahlishcd as a regulated, were .soon found 
to Ijo almost uuanimouR in favour of a joiut-stock company; and aceoi’dingly, on 
the 5th of Se}itend.)er, IGDS, tlie crown, in accordance with the authoiity given, 
in the act of parliament, granted a charter, incorporating the vast majority of 
their nnmhor as a company or jtniit stock, under the name of the Engii.sh Com¬ 
pany trading to the East Indies. The loading provisions of the deed are almost 
identical with those embodied in the charters of the old Company, and it is 
therefore nnnece.ssary here to do more than refi'r to a few of the special clauses. 
Though the amount of their suhscilptions to the .£2,000,000 loan formed their 
])rO]ier cajiital, tho)!- were to luu-e an iudetiiiite power of augmenting their stock 
—oiie-tentli of their ex]iorta wars to con.sist of British jiroduce and innnufacture.s; 
every shareholder to the amount of £500 was to have a vote, and none, however 
large hi.s share, was to have more than one; all sales were to he liy pnlJic auc¬ 
tion by inch of caudle; and no lot, except oonsistiug of jewels, was to he of the 
value of more than £1000; the uianagemeut was to he intru.sted, as i'ormei'ly, to 
twoiity-four individuals, who were to form what was called, not as before, the 
court of commitiecH, hut the “court of dircctora;” four generul courts wore to 
he held annually. Abroad, the same powcr.s of judicature as had lieen coufen-ed 
by previous charters were to he exercised, and some provision was made both 
for general and religion,s instruction, hy the maintenance of a chaplain in every 
ship of 500 tons, and of schoolmasters and ministers in all the principal factories. 
With regard to ministers, in partirarlar, it was jirovidcd that they should he 
oVdiged to learn the Portugnaso, and “a]iply themselves to learn the native lan¬ 
guage of the country where they shall i-nside, the better to enable them to instrnct 
the Gentoos that shall he servants or slaves of the same Coinpaxry, or of their 
agents, in the Proie.stant religion.” 

The arrangements for the c.stal}li.shment of a new East India Cojupany dis¬ 
play little •wi.sdora and fore.sight, The loan to government eon.stitutod the only 
capital; hut thi.s wa.s already ab.sorhed, and the only fund oxi which the Compaxxy 
could rely for cairying on their trade, wins the annual sum of .£] 60,000, payable 
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io tlicm as iutei'tist. "Jliis Ava.s -\rlinll_y juaflc<|iiak‘; and lionce, at tlic A^eiy nntsafc, 
tln'ii' paenniavy resoiircrs Legiui to Tail d'iu'ir .siil),sci'ipti()n Jist liad 1 leon rapidly 
iilk'd up, Init us tUo instalments fell due, tiia delaulLers l)e(3aiue mutu'rnus, and 
tlio stock, w'lui'li had at first l)i'()iii;lit a prcininm, Avith dillieiilf.y found paivchasei's 
at a eonsideralilu disenimt While the Jievv Conpiany was thus hampered, the 
okl Company still kt'pi the, held with its veunxirees uuimpivired, axvd all the adAavv- 
taipxs aiisiuy from ])re-oeenpation d'he ve.snlt ofa eonijietition earned on nndi'r 
such eii-eninstances eonld searetdy he douhtful, and it is tln'i’elore easy to under¬ 
stand hoAA^ the old Conpxany, in addressing their agents abroad on tlu' recent 
changes, iiisic'ad of nsiiig despunding terms, ,sp('ak almost Acitli ('xnltation of the 
apjAroacliing eonti'st, exja'essing themsclees as hillows;-— 

“'l\vu Itnst India tIompanii'S in I'ingiand emdd no mme sxdisist, Avitluait 
desti'oA iiig' one y“ other, than t\eo kings at the same time regnant in the same 
kingdom. Now, a civil ))attlo was to he fought hctAveeii th<' old and m'W coin- 
panj’; two or thi'ce years must (sul this Avar, as the old or tla' new must gi\e 
way. lieitig vetc'raus, if tlieir sc'rvauts ahroad Avonld do their duty, they did not 
doidit of the A’ietory ; if the woihl lauglied at the pains l.he two cuin[iani('s took 
to ruin each other, they could not help it, as they Avero on good gi'ouud, and had 
a charter.” 

The eonhdence tlius expressed Ava.s founded, not nu'rely on the su]H'i'ior adA'an- 
tagc's which lln'y possessed in a trade Avhieli had long heen esiahlislicd, and for 
the ]ii'oteetion (jf wliieli A'arious fortitied stations had heen jirovided, hut oJi the 
important interest AX'hieii they had seenred in the, stock of the Cleneral hSoeiety. 
The act of parliament left it open f)r them, as for any other coiporatiou, to 
become su))seriherH to the 112,000,000 loan, and no less tlian .£315,000 stood in 
tlie snhseription list, in tins name of iMr. Jlnhols, for their behoof. H’he (.'ons(‘- 
queneo Avas, that instead of being exting-nisbe<l Avbmi tbe three ju'ars of gi'fien 
allowed them should expire, they would still lie entided to trade amiually to 
India to the amount of the, above suixscription. There was, how(‘ver, one great 
difficulty. As the hiAv stood, their existence as a corporation and joint-stock 
company AA'ould terminate in 1701, and they would therearte,r be obligexl to Irade, 
not as an united bodj'', but as individuals, each in [iroportion to the. amount Avliicli 
he had subscribed to the loan. The first object, tlierofore, doav, Avas to provide 
agaiirst this einei’geney by cndcaAmuring to secure a pi'olongation of their eov~ 
po]'a,te character. Jn tlii.s they Avej-e completely successful, foj- in the beginning 
of 1700 a private act of p>arliuinent Avas passed, “for continuing the governor 
and Company of the merchants of London trading into the East Indies a corpo¬ 
ration.” This act, after referring to the jrrivileges confoiTcd on the srrhscribers 
to tlie .£2,000,000 loan, and stating that •‘John Dubois, of London, merchant, 
hath, by the direction, and in trust for the governor and Company of mcn’chants 
trading into the East Jiulies, .sitbscrfbod and paid the sum of XSl 6,000, as part 
of the said sum of £2,000,000, in order to entitle the said governor and Company 
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to the several IxmeRLs of the .said act,” proceeds to declare tliat they shall “con- a o iron 
tiiiLie and Le one hody, corpoiato and politick, Ij}' tlic name afore,said, .snliject, 
ni'vaa'thele.ss, to he deterniiiied np(ju i-edeiiiptiou of the fniid ” The rea.scms yiveii 
lor the uiiactini'ut are, tliat the London (Jomjiai)^', though entitled to tlio lieiieflts 
coiilerred on the .suhsciihers to the loan, would, notwithstanding, he dopiised of 
them “should they cease to he a coriiorationand “for that .sev'eral hundred 
persons are interested in the said snhbcri[ition of £3la,000, they cannot manage 
the .same, and the henefit of tindo accruing- thcrehy, hut in a coiporation ” 

Tims, hy solemn acts of the lei-islature, two independent East India Cum-i"" 

.... . nn.lEiit 

jianies were estaldi.shed, witlumt any jyrovdsion whatever to prevent the evils i .wt iniii.i 
which would necessarily arise from their rivalship and collision. The gengra- 
■[ihical limits of the trade were sufficiently ample foi- both, ami each luiglit have 
liec-n assigned a distinct Held, within which it would have found ample .scope for 
all its ea])ital and enterprise. Instead of this they were placed at once in ho.stile 
ai-ray, and coimneneod a .sy.stcin of warfare which, while it e.xposed them to tlic 
dei'ision and extortion of the native rulers, could only terminate in their common 
ruin. So early was this perceived, that the new or Engli.sh Company, afraid to 
face the dillioulfcie.s whicli, from the very lirst, hegan to gather avoiind them, 
made overtures for a union. The London Company were not disposed to listen. 

I'lioy had he(3n forced into a struggle which they w'erc most anxious to jirevent; 
l)iit, noiv that it had commenced, felt so confident of victor^^ tliat when their 
agents ohroad expressed their alarm, I hey spoke .slightingly of tiie danger, and 
described it “as a hlusti'ring- vstorin, which was so far fi-om tearing them up,that 
it only a little shook the roots, and made them thcrehy take the Letter hold, 
and grow the Irrmer, and llonrish the faster’.” The, language thms einployeil was 
moi’o vainglorious than sincere; and when the violent feelings which at the com¬ 
mencement of tlia .struggle kept the companies aloof had been gradually mode¬ 
rated, a general de.sire for union hegan to he, ontertained. The king himself, 
prohahly convinced that the legislature itself was to hlame for much of the con¬ 
fusion which had arisen, openly declared in favour of a union, and in particular 
wlien, agreea,bly to a practice then usual in passing a private act, a deputation 
of the London Company, consisting of the governor and committees, and ahont 
100 pi’tiprictors, accompanied hy the lord-mayor, sheriffs, and ten of the aider- 
men of London, (jhtained an audience of his maje.sty at Ken.singbon on the 8tlv 
of March, 1700, to requo.st that he would give the royal assent to the bill for 
continuing them a corporation, lie took the opportunity, while assniing them 
of his favour and protocLion, to recommend the union of the two companies 
to their aeriou.s consideration, on the ground “that it would l)e mo,st for the 
intore.st of the India Iradc.” 

Though the ujiion of the companies was nob effected during' the reign of 'nraiHoii 
E-ing’ William, his recommendation had a powerful influence in ]>aving the way tioinpaiiios 
for it. At finst, indeed, the London Company, instead of meeting its rival on 
Vw.. I. 48 
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a focitiug (if 0 (|naUty, endeiivourcd to got I'ld ol it aUogoLlu'r liy niakiiio- an oH'or 
t(j j^iirliaiueiit to iulvaiicc, at a milnccd ijitoirst, a.s iiuicli luoiu'y as would Mi(lii'(‘ 
to [laythe wliok of the £2,Odd,000 Joan 'I’liia oilin'onuld not liavo liccu acci'iitod 
without a g'l'o.ss hrOiioli (^f faith with tlio Mihsci'ihors to that loan, and was Llan'o- 
foro justly ri'jotdod It was now felt that tho union oonld only bo olfoctod on 
oqnitaldo torms; and as tho nocossity for it hooanio daily inoro and nioi'c' aiqiaront, 
tho deputios of the two coinpanic'.s, abandoning all att('ni])ts to ovciToaoh (iaoh 
othor, began in goud oai'iiost to arrange an ainalgainatlon 'J'ho rosnlt was 
einlindnd in a deiod dated tho 2d of July, l702, and ontitlod “Indontnro d’ri- 
partito between luir majesty Queen A-une and the two blast India h!oni))aiues, 
for uniting the said Comjauiios’’ 'I'hc loading ohjc'ct ot this (h'ed was to jilaee 
the ('omjiauies in the very aanu' position, bj'dividing tlu3 whole sum advanced 
to g■o^'cn^nellt into two oipial portioii.s, ami as,signing oiu' ]>(a'tion to (‘acli At 
tliu tunc of its exoeutlon, tlie sidisca'iptiiui to the £2,000,000 loan ,stood a,s 
fjllow.s:— 

llaglisli Oonipauy’.s suliscrlpbtai, , . 

boiulou (Joinpaay’s siihscription, • . HirpOOO 

Se[)iU'al,o Ivadcns’hiilisei'iption, . . , !23,0(H) 

.tii,000,000 

Leaving out of view the aeparate trader.s, wlio wei'C' so cidled h('(?anHe tliey 
preferred to trade, to the aiuonnt of tlu'ir snbseri)dion, on their own iniJividual 
rc.spoiisihility, and not on a joint istock, tho wliolo sum Kuli.seriliod hy tlie two 
companies was £1,977,000 Tlio .sliaro allotted to eaeli company, under tiic 
new ai’rangenujnt, Avas tlio half of tlu,s sum, oi' ,£1)88,500; but as tlie London 
Conijiany laid Kiib.scribed only £.‘115,000, it was necessary for them to makeup 
the difference liy [lui'cliasing stock at par from the ICnglisli Company, to the 
amount of ■£()73,500 'Jdiis arranged, th<3 lu'xt olject was to fix tiu' vidne of 
what was called tlie (lend uloc/c of tlie conijianios, nr tliat portion of stock which, 
consisting of forts, factorie,s, building,s, &e, could not lie tnriu'd into money, but 
liehoved to be reserved in eoimnon for the purposi' nl' carrying on llu' trade, d'lie 
whole of this dead stock was valmal at XlOO.OOO, of which X3S(),()()0 liclongnd 
to the London, and only X70,000 to Uui Knglish Com-jrany. It waa therefore 
necessary, in order to maintain equality, that the latter Company should make- 
up the difference Ijy paying to the former XlS0,0()0. Luring seven years, the 
companies were to maintain their ,s(qiara,te existence, bnt the trade was to bC' 
carried on as an united trade, for the common henefit of both, and under tlie 
direction of Wenty-four manager,s, twelve of them chosen by each company. 
At the end of the seven years the London was to be cntii'ely merged in the .Eng¬ 
lish Company, whicli should, “from thenceforth, for ever, continue the same 
corporation and body politick, Avith change of its name, and be from thence forth 
called by the name of ‘ The Lnitod Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Ltdie,y.’ ” 
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Of the same date as the indciiimo tiipartite, aiiothei was executed under ad irm 
the name of “ Quimjiie-pavtiie IndeiiLuro of Conveyiiuce of tlie Dead Stock of 
the two E.isL India CoiupaiiK's" The hweutoiy which it gives of this stock i.s 
of some interest, in ,so f,ir at least as lehites to the onginal Conpaui}, as it not pmv atiw 
only hiniishes the names, hut also indicates the extent of tlie acquisitions which 
it had made in the East during the 100 yeais of its existence The vauous 
jilaces and suhjeets convened, in terms of the above agreement, at tlie valuation 
of 11330,000, are enumerated as follows:— ‘The ports and islands of Eombay and 
)St Helena, with all their rights, profits, territories, and ap])iirtenances what¬ 
soever Under the pre¬ 
sidency of th(' aforesaid 


island Bomhay, the fac- 
toiie.s of Hurat, Swall}", 
and Broaeli, and tlie 
factories of Anindavad, 
Agra, and Lucknow (in 
which tlivee last jihiees 
the (Joinpiiny have only 
houses and huildiugs 
and some other couve- 
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factors that reside there) On the coast of Malabar, the forts of Canvar, iimmicw 
Telllcherry, and Aujeugo, and the factory of Calicut, In Pei'sia, the factories of tiaouei 
Ooinljroou, ►Shiraii, and Ispahan, and the .yeaily rent, pension, or sum of 1000 
tomamls, amounting to the yearly .sum of X3.S33, 6s 8d. English uinney, granted 
by the So])hy of Persia to the said governor niul Company. On the coast of 
Ohoromaudel, tlhingliee and Orixa, Fort >St, George, with the castle and fortilica- 
tions, and territory thereto liolonging, upon wliicii a large city is Iniilt, consisting 
of hou.ses, which are held of and payrent to the .said governor and Company, 
together with the .said city and its depcmlencie.s; ami also all that fort called 
Port St. David (being a .strong fort and factory), and about three miles compass 
of the circninjaccnt country, upon which several Binali towns or villages are 
erected; the factorie.s of Cnddalore, Porto-Novo, Pctti^mlec, MelchlupataTu 
(Masulipatam), and Madapollam, and tlie fort and factory of Vizagapatam, On 
the i,sland of Sumatra, the .settlement of Yoric Fort at Eencoolen, and the fac¬ 
tory there, with a territory of about five mikss tliereto lielonging, and the factory 
at ludiapore; also the factories of Tiyaming and SiUebar, and some, other 
O'Ld-piujurs or factories depending on the factory of Bencoolen, In Coolhii- 
China, the factory of Tonquin, in the kingdom of Bengal; the Fort'William 
and the factory of Onittarnttee, with a large tcnltory thereto belonging; the 
factories of Balasore, CossimbuKar, Dacca, Hooghly, Moulda, Eajahmaul, and 
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Piitna. Also Lbe, right and title of the bald governor and (Jonipany (o Ijantain, 
or any other Rcttlenients in tlio South Seas; iiinl idl roid^s, eiistonis, and otlu'i' 
prolitSj and all privileges, grannts, ami plui'in.uinds in India” 

It ninst ho ailinitted that the snhjects above eiuLiiKTaled wen' \ery mode¬ 
rately valued, and had not oni^' eost inore, hut would ha\e Ix't'ii lated I’ai' 
higher liir an Jihsoltde sail'. The object, howi'ver, being to eHi'ct an andeahle 
aniatganiation, the London Company lost little by consenting to liberal terms, 
though till' elfheb certididy was to give an uni'avonrahle \ iew of the stati' of theii' 
affairs, and eonntenanco the allegation that at the pet iod when the arrungeiiK'nt 
was madi', notwithsfainding thi' liirge dividends legnliiily declared, they were 
barely Rolvent. This would ithimst aecm to lurvi' heeti their osvn ittt])ressi(m, 
for though they had at first [trofessed ,‘ivi'ision to the union, they at last 
boeume so urgent for it as once more to ask in the aid of the now notorious 
iSir Basil Ifiiohraee, and pnrclaise it by the juoinisc' of an t'normoiis lewiird. 
As a (iompc'usalion for hi.s .serviees, if (hey \u'uvod MiceessCnl, Clot),000 of the 
Coinjiany stock rvas to he transferred to him iit CHO A.ssiiining tlie wLuek 
to he at par, he was to mtik'O a gain of twi'iity pt'r ee)d<, or in other rewards 
recei\e a donconr of CoO.OOO. 1’ho arrangi'im'nt Wiis not more extravagant 
thiiu impolitic, liocause it led niiiiiy of the lOngli.'li Company to iniagiiie that 
they had been outwitted in the bargain, anil thn.s dispiwed thi'm in,stead of 
entering into it om’dially, to throw ohstneh's in the wiiy of i(.s eoni[)letion. 
This want of cordiality was e.spocially matiil'ested ala'oad, wiierc tlie .servants 
of botli eompauies, ilisri'garding tlie instrnetion.s wlileh tliey I'C'eeivc'd from 

lionu), .seemed detei'niined to ('iwry on 
!i kind of internecine' Avai'fai'c. Year 
afk'i' year tiurs pas.sed away, and tlie 
pvoe(',ss of winding up tlie .si'parate 
ooncenrs of tlie companies, pre[)ara- 
tory to tiu' llnal amalgamation, inado 
little pi'ogve.ss, Tlie neees.siLy ol' tak¬ 
ing some more decisive ste]) for tlii.s 
purpose having hecome apparent, it 
was at bust resolved to have recourse 
to a referee. This jmt>ortant ollice w'as 
iradcrtivken by no less a personage 
than yidney, Earl of Codulpiliin, the 
lord high-i,reaanrfir of Great Britain; 
anil in orili'v that full effect might be 
giAmn to lii,s awai’d, it -waft previous!}’' 
made binding cm both corapaniea by a spooial danse in an act of pariia- 
lucnt. 

This act of parliament (6tli Ann^, chap, 17), exacted a new loan of £1,200,000 
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from fclio UiiiLed Company, tiiuy making the wliolc amount of the aclvaiioG to a d ikh 
gamernmeut C:],200,000. Ni.i interest was allowed on the latter loan ; but as tlie 
furaier )iad boriui interest at eiglit per cent, the effect was to lu'omniilate lusth ciritaoi 

. . . . till'Unit,(1 

loans into one, hearing' a common mteic.stol five [ler cent Tn rctmii lor the loan cuminn} 
thus exacted, certain new adAS'intage.s were eoulerred. The portion of the oiigiual 
loan, wliich still lielonged to the separate traders of the General Society, liad 
been reduced to £7200, and it was now made optional to the United Company, 
on giving throe j-ears’ notice of their intention after 2i)tli iSepteinber, 1711, to 
])ay off this sum and incor)»orate it A\'ith their own stock, so as to put them in 
exclusive possession of the wliole East India trade, and leave them without even 
the shadow of a competitor. It was ako enacted that tiie exi.stenco of the 
Company, instead of being- termiuablo liy three yeans’ notice after 171 1, on 
I'epajuneiit of the loan, should be prolonged under the .same conditions till 1726; 
and power was given them to horrow £1,.700,000, whidi tlicy might either 
allow to remain as a Londed debt, or rejiay hy means of calls on their .share- 
liolders. In this way the amount of ca[iital, niueii would otherwise liav^o 
been absorliod liy the additional loan, Avas moie than replaced Jjord Go- 
doljihlii’s iiAvard Avas prononneed on the 21)th Scptcmlicr, 1708; and the 
ai’i'angcment,s couboipient upon it being immediately coniiileted, tlie amalga¬ 
mation Avas liually elfected. One Ooni])any only, bearing the name of “The 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to tlic East Indies,” noAV 
existed; and prcparalioris were foi-thwith made for carrying on the Last Cdmiiiiij. 
India, trade on a, larger .scale than it had previously attained. The circuni- 
stauees were propitious: the charter of the English Company on Avhieh the 
trade Avas in future to lie conducted could no longer he called in (juestion, a.s 
it had olitalncd tlio direct sanction of the legislature—the internal dissensions 
and animosities Avhieh at one time threatened to bring ruin on both conijianies 
hail been suppressed—and the nath’-e gireerninouts, in cnnseciuencc of the 
political ehauge.s Avhich followed the death- of Aurungzehe, had become Ics.s 
able to praetifso extortion and oppre,ssinn. 
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CHAPTER 1. 


Actual ])OHitioii of llio UinU'd Ci)m|Miiy—INililical aUlo of fiiili.i—'J'ljo iiniiu'iliiilo Biicocfcsoia ol 
jViuuiii>/.('li('~'rh« JLiliuittai :ui(l ulhti- luitivu sKitos -'I'lic in'.,wiou of Nadii Sluili. 

Hi ILE imvliiuuiMil wns ( 1 i»sif>siug tlu' lioH ukuU' of osLiili- 
Rshino the tnulc U> (lie hla.sl, LIk' l.nide itself hail liei'ii 
II almost Huspciuli'd, ])artiinilarly oii tlio we.st coast of 
liulia, by ail (Miibargo \Ciicli Aiinuio'zcbc had laid on 

t all European ship.s in the iiavlioiu' of Suiat, Various 
--wsj-’vij'-'>■' ]fuucy bad been coiiiiiubli'il, and the llo,tful. 

instead of ondeavunving to diwovev the guilty pnitles, took thi' 
iLioi'o caui[ieudiou,s iiictliod of throwing the reHpousihili(,y on the 
diH'ei'utifc European natioiiR on wlioiu he had conferred privilegos of 




trade. An iiipierial luarida.te accordingly wa.s ksiied, oliligiug the EngliKli, 
Dutch, and Eroneh nob only to pay the damage which had been sustained, 
hut to give security for the payiueiit of any siiuilar damage ■udileh might 
he stisbained in future. Heinoii.strance.s agaiii.sl this dc>s[iotic ]iroeceding pi'uved 
unavailing; and the diflereut companies saw tlimnselves reduced to the iieces-' 
sity of saving their trade by siibmitUug to injustice. Under an arrangeuieiit 
which bound them to clear the seas of pirates, the Duteh euga.g('d for that 
piu'po.sc to cruise in the Red Eea, the Jlreneh in the Persian tluif and the 
English along the Indian coast. The ImrcLship tliu.s inllicted eutailed a soiion.s 
loss on the London Company, at a time rvlien the threateuing a.specb of their 
affiiirH at liome made rei.renchment and rigid economy more than ever dosiralile. 
it ,say,s much fur their .spirit and foresight, that in these, untoward oireum- 
stances they even ventured on a licayj’' outlay, in order to make a, valnalilo 
acquisition in another ]iart of India. 

This acquisition i.s described in the inventory above quoted as “the Port 
William and the factory of Chuttaimttoe, with a, largo territory therelio holotig- 
ing.” The faclory of Ohuttauutbee liad, it will be remembered, been established 
some years before, when, after the humiliating result of the war rashly entered 
into with the Mogul, an insulting pormission was given to resume the trade.; 
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i)iii ilic territoiy ucnv aci]iuretl incliidt'd the three eeth-e toAvus, or rather 
villages of Clnifctaiiuttee, Goviudpere, and C'idcutta—tliu.s giving the Company 
a temtorial fiiutiiig in BcngaL similar to that previoii.sly possessed at j\Tadias 
and Uoiuhay Bengal was in con.seipience again rai.sed to the rank cjf an inde,- 
pondent ]iresideuLy, and Fort William, neAvly erectcil, and so ealled in honour 
of the reigning Engii.sh monarch, hccaiiie its capital 

ilhie United Cnm])any liad tiuis .at tlie very outset three distinct prcRideneie.s, 
each governed ly its (jwn president and council, and entitled to act inde})en- 
dcntly of the otliers Madras was the oldest, Boinhay tlie ,strong'e.st, and Bengal 
conimorcially tlie most imporhuit, hut no one po.sses&ed any recognized supe¬ 
riority; and the onlj^ controlling power whicli could give them rmity of ])ur])nsu 
and action centred in the court of directors, who met in Leaclenliall Street. 
Tliis court, as coirstituted hy the new charter, laboured under several very 
obvious defect.?. It.s inemheivs, twenty-four in numlier, rv'ere elected hy the 
general court of jivoprietors, compo,sed of all who possessed at least £o00 of stock, 
Thi.y amount gave one vote; hut, contraiy to the piovi.sions of earlier charters, 
no additional amount of .stock, however large, gave more votes than one. The 
]n'np7'ietor of .CoOO and of X.3(),()()0 were [)laced on the very .same footing, and, 
constitutionally at least, exercised the same degree of iiiflueiico in the general 
management. The object of thi.s provision apparently was to counteract the 
tendency to monopoly, and ])i'cveiit the recvirrencc of the alnise which had talcen 
jjhico at an earlier period, when a few ovei'grown pi'opriefcors, with Sir Jo.sial) 
Child at th(‘ir head, usurped a selfi.sh and ijijurioua ascendency. If this was tlie 
ohjecL, the means employed were not well calcnlatod to ticcomplisli it. Common 
fairness recpiived tliat some jiroportion should liave been established between 
tlie power of voting and the iutei’e.st at stake; and it is therefore not sui'prising 
that tJie larger pro[U'ietor,s took the remedy into their own hands, and had 
recourse to the obvious but not very creditable expedient of uianufactnring 
votes hy splitting up their stock into £500 share.s, and conveying them to 
confidential parties, who were hound to vote at their dictation. Wliile no 
jirecantinn rva.s taken against this practice, the evils jiroduced hy it were per- 
luitLcd to assnme their nio.st aggravated form. The director.s hold office oidy 
for a single year; and hence, as each annual election came round, it was not 
impossible that the whole body of managers, and conseipiently the whole system 
of management, would be changed. The electioneering carried on under such 
circumstances was not only unseemly Init corrupt, and the director? often owed 
their seals far le.ss to their cpralilicationH than to tire suporahundanee of their 
promises. In ])roporfcion as the Company extended their operations, extensive 
and valuable rights of patronage were acquired; and the aiopointments which 
might he ohtamed in reUmn. for votes, induced many to purcliarse stock who 
cared little for the dividends Avhich might he realized from it, The time 
interest of the Company was to such voters a mattoi' of .secondary moment; 
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and their iidlueuce Wa aecoiTlint^lj often jioL in proinotinf’ lint iu 

tliwarting it A eonrt of dircetors eleeted on i'i'roiLeon.4 ]iL'iiu'i])l('s, and con- 
isistino of nicniheis win) had no eertaiuty oi reLiinin;.;' otlice l)e}f)nd a single 
year, could scajcely Ije expiaded to eondnct the affairs of the tji>JU|>any on any 
reo'uliir aiid peruitineiLfc system. Tliia seriou.s didis'L was ayovavated hy the 
eun.stitntion of tlie eoiut itscdf. Uinler the (dd cliai't('i',s ])ro\'i,sion was made for 
the a])pf)intinent nf a ooveinor and deputy-governor, who, hy oecupylng the 
chair for a detiiuto period, wei'e ahle to jirraiig'e the laisine.ss and give' sonio 
degree of uniformity to the proceeding's; hrit in the new charter tldn provision 
hail bei'n lost sight of, and for several years, whonexej' the dirc'etor.s mot. tlie 
oeenpation of the chair was determined by a nerv election made on tlu' spur of 
tin' aiuiiiient 'J'he ohvdmis ineonrenienees of this arrangcanent were ultimately 
(.ihviated hy a hy-law'', wdiieh ri'-establi.siied the oi'igiual practiee The other 
defects, iujwcver, reuiaiiu'd; and more than half a century elapsed heforo any 
sei'ious attimipt was mad(‘ to nnnedy tlioin. 

The history of the United Company (hiring the lirst yc'ar.s of its oxisteneo 
fni'iiishes few incidents deserving of special notice. The rivals svlio had ques¬ 
tioned the legality of foi'incr charters wilh the view of si'cnring a share in the 
East India trade, se('iug themselves excluded hy express acts oJ' the Icgislatun*, 
had been obliged to (piit. the field; and eneroaehnieuts on the exclusive' 
monopoly which luulleeen secured, being now deemed hopeless, wore no longer 
attempted, All tlu' conuncreial transactions of the Company wore heueeforiJi 
cari'ied on aceording to a veguJar routine; and the record of them would only 
present a dry detail of cx'jxtrts and imports, varying in amount from year to 
yeai’, yvt exhibiting on the whole a pcrmaiieuL and inqiortant increase. The 
profit also iiieroa,seil, though not always in the sanii' ])roportion, tlu^ amount of 
divklend often flnetnating with the stale of atfairs at homo and abroad. In 
1708, when the complete nniou of tlie companies was effeetc'd, the dividend was 
at the rate of only live per cent., in 1709 it was eight percent., in l7l0 and 
1711 nine per cent., and thereafter annually till 1729 t('n jier cent. A 
decline then took jilace, and the rate settled down at eight ]K'r cent. In 
l7l2the exclusive privileges of the Company, previonsl)-terminahle in 172G, 
wore prolonged hy U) Anne, o. 28, to 1793- E,y a suhsequi'iit prolongation, three 
years were added to this period; and finally, hy 17 Geo. It. c, 17, tlu', exclusive, 
trade was sc'eured till the expiration of tln-ee ymars notice after 1780. 

While the Company were ilnis socru'ed at home against any attempts which 
might liavo Iiecn unwle to deprive them of their privilege.s, dangers threatomKl 
them from varion.s other quarters. Of those, the first in ordoi', if not the most 
alarming, "was the .state of anareliy with whicli the whole c.oimfcry seemed about 
to he overwhelmed, in conseiproneo of the dismemherment of the Mogul eininre. 
After Aunmgxeho’s death in 1707, a kind of will was -found nuder his pillow. 
He had foreseen the eoutost which would h^ waged for Ids succession, and endea- 
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voured to prevent it by fippoi'tiouiiig liis dominions among hih three sons. To 
Moazzim, the eldest, lie destiiwid the northern and eastern provinces, with the 
title of emperor; and to x\zim, the second .son, all the pros hices to tire south and 
.south-svest, inehiding the Deccan, with the exeejdion of the conquered kingdonw 
of Bejapoor and Golconda These he left to liLs thhd .son, Camhaksh. This 
t)i'Oposed partition, which would have been injudicious under ariy circumstances, 
threw away the only chance which I'cmained of once more consolidating the 
Mognl power. The Alahrattas ha<l shaken it to its very centre — the leading 
Eajpoots liad made themselves ahno.st independent—and many otlier tiihutaries 
were watehing the opportunity to imitate their example. The confusion was, 
however, destined to he even worse than Aurmigzehe’s will would have made it. 
The hrothers, without paying any regard to that dociinw'nt, no .sooner heard of 
his death than tiny Hew to arms. Azim, who was nearest to the capilal, took 
iid vantage of his po.sition, and wa.s immediately proelaimed sovereign of all India. 
Camhaksh, instead of (piesLioniag his title, formalij^ acknowledged it, and was 
confirmed in possession of the kingdoms Avhich his father had allotted liim. 
j\loazzim, though the true heir, was not indisposed to a compromi.se, and oifevod 
it oil favourable tierm-,; hut Azim, .strong in actual p()S.session, ri.ifused to listen 
to any deeision hut that of the .sword. Moazzim accordingly advanced from 
(Jahool, where lie had been residing as governor, while two of Ids sons—the 
eldest from Moultan, and tlie second from Bengal—liastened to join liim. In 
the battle which ensued, Moazzim gained a complete victory. Azim, witli his 
two grown-up sous, were slain in the field, and his onljr other son, an infant, 
was tidicn prisoner. It might have been sujiposed that the .stiuig'gle fur the .suc¬ 
cession was now at an end; but Camhaksh, who had .submitted .so readily to lii.s 
SBCoud, ro.se in rebellion against his eldest brotlien Moazzim, therefore, had 
no sooner mounted the throne in June, 1707, under the title of Bahadur Hhah, 
than he found it neees.sary to march into the Deccan at the head of an army. 
Tlis good fortune again attended him, and in a battle fought near Hyderaliad, 
in February, 1708, Camhaksh was not only defeated, hut fell mortally wonuded. 

On quitting the Deccan, Bahadur Shah conferred the viceroyalty on Zul- 
likar Khan, who had earned it by a,n opportune desertion of Azim, previous to 
the battle wdiich decided his fate. Zulfikar iminediately endeavoured to eftbet 
an accommodation with the Mahrattas. The circunistance,s were favourable. 
Saho, the legitimate rajah, after a long captivity, had been set at liberty by 
Azim, and had immediately laid claun to the Mahratta .sovereignty. He wa.s 
re.sisted by Ta.ra Bai, the widow of liis uncle, Eajah Ram, who claimed it for her 
infant .son. Both claimaints were stronglj’' supported; and Zulfikar, taking 
advantage of tlie disunion tlms ju’oduced, had made considerable progress in 
a negotiation with Salio, He was obliged, however, before concluding it, to 
repair to Delhi; but his deputy, Daotid Khan Panni, following out his viervs, 
procured exemption from Mahratta forays, by agreeing tc.) levy the chout by 
Tor. I. 49 
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Ills own officials, and jia}'- Raho tlio pioooeils Tliis was at the Ix'st a very 
Imiiiiliatini!,' arvangomeut, but the fbrtuuo.s of the Mogul had already so 
far dediued that any terms were deemed [ireferable to the liazanl of a new 
btruggh' 

Til I'eiurniiig from the Iloeeau, .nahadur Rhali was oneouuteu'd liy a new 
confedeiaey of Rajpoots, lieaded by the Raua of Odeypuor and the TTajah.s of 

Joypoor and Marwar Re- 
fore he could eiiisli il,, a new 
alarm bioki' out wliieh ob¬ 
liged liim to comply will) 
their demands, and iu fact 
make them imlependeiit in 
everything Init iiu' name 
3'he alarm proceeded Ibmi the 
runjal), when' the Rikhs, 
originally an insiguilicaul 
religious seet, hail lisen rapiil- 
ly into imjjorfcanee, and iveri' 
now avenging themseh'es on 
their Mussiilmau per.sei'utors 
by fearful devastations and 
wholesale massacres. The 
insmTceldoii wa.s deemed for¬ 
midable enough to demand 

Uirionu, —1 mm Ihuiii'uf, a'liulo l''iaiiC(iiso. Solvjii , and tllC eilipCrOr H pOr.SOUal pTC- 

'Lodd'it Aiiiiiilifnflliijntilhni). , 1 j * 11 

seucc, and was only partially 

.snppre.ssed when be died .suddenly at Lahore, in February, 17Fil 

As usual, the .succes.sion was disputed by hi.s four suns. Azim-u-.Shan, the 
second son, was the favourite both with tho nobility and the army; and, hy a 
ra])id march from his government of Bengal, where he luul for .several yeans bi'en 
providing himself with the sinew,s of war, gained ho mueli upon his competitors 
that resistance seemed all Imt hopeless d’ho other three hrothers, sei'ing that 
their only chauco of .success was to unite against him as a, common enemy, 
joined their forces, and, under the able guidatice of Zulfikar Khan, forced him 
to action under circumstances so disadvantageous, that after a short struggle 
he hast both tlie battle and bis life The question of preccdc'ure among the 
remaining brotlicns .still remained to be iletermined; but Zulfikar Jiban settled 
it by a very summary proco.ss. Moisi-u-din, rvlio, as the eldoHt, had the heat legal 
title, seemed excluded by incapacity; but to Znllikar this was his .strongest 
recommendation, flo had determined to use him as a tool, and therefore, 
espousing his cause, found little difficulty in seating him on the throne, under 
the title of Jehaiiclar Shah.i Zuliikar, almost as a matter of course, became 
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vizier, aud wielded all tie power of the state, while tlu' paoeant emperor gave, .vn itu 
himself up to folly aud lieoiitiousness. 

One of the first arts of the new reio-ii had been to seize aud murder all who i!ei!n if 

Tol tridfii 

might have become lival claimants to the throne. Borne of them, liowever, not- siui. 
withstatKling the I'emor.seles.sness with which this harharoiis policy was carried 
out, had escaped Among them was Farokshir, sou of the second brother, 
Azim-n-Shan, who, when he set out to contend for the .succession, had left him 
to govern JJengal as Ids deputy, Tiie inca[)acity of Jehandai- Shah, and tJie 
arrogance and tyranny of Zulfikar Khan, having produced general discontent, 
Farokshir .sa-w hi.s opportunity, and resolved to iniprov'e it. Suj)ported by two 
lirothers, Abdallah Khan and Hosen Ali, who, iis BeyeJs, or descendants of tin' 
Prophet, wore held in reverence hy the Mahoinctau.s, while their po.sse.ssion of 
the respective governments of Allahabad and Bcliar idaeed a pcnverful force at 
tlu'ir command, he raised the standard of revolt and a<lvancefl to the vicinity 
of Agra. There Jehandar and Zulfikar encountered him at the head of 70,000 
men. Tlic battle was so Ih'rcely contested that the i.ssuo W'as long douhtfid. 
Ultimately the imperial troop.s, who had little good-will to the cause for which 
they wore fighting, gave way, and Jehandai’, Feeing in disguise to Delhi, hd’t 
Zulfilcar to follow wdth the remaining troop.s us he hc.st could. Jlarok.shir w’as 
close u[>on hia heels, and learned with delight, that instead of being obliged to 
M'ait the tedious proce.s.s of a .siege, the capital was already in his ])ower. Zui- 
likar nu't him a.s he approached, and delivered Jehandar a prisoner into his 
liauds. This new act of perfidy di<l not .save him, aud hotli ho and his master 
were immediately'- put to death. 

Parokshir having thus mounted the Mogul throne on 4th February, 1713, Hoisnoi 
naturally conferred the liighc.st olliee.s of the state on the two Beyeds Abdal¬ 
lah, the older, was made vizier; and Ho.sen Ali, who had almost miraculously 
recovered after being left for dead on the field, hecanie Ameer-ut-Omrah, or 
coimnauder-in-chief. Pluming themsclve.s on the important services which they 
had rendored, the hrothens were di.sposed to repeat the game which had been 
played by Zulfikar Khan, by leaving Farokshir only the name of emperor, wliile 
they really governed. The task proved more difficult than they had antici¬ 
pated. Farok,shir, though of a feeble and irresolute ehai'actor, had a liigh idea 
of his own qualifications for reigning, and was suvroimclcd by worthless favmn’- 
ites, whose I'apacity and ambition could not he satisfied while nothing hut the 
shadow of power was left him. Tho Seyeds, a^icordingly, soon found themselves 
thwarted in their arbitrary procoeding.s hy a strong court party, who, without 
venturing to provoke an open rupture, were unwearied in intrigue. The finst 
scheme was to get rid of the presence of liosen Ali by exciting a war which 
required hia presence. In this there was no difficulty, as Ajit Sing, the power¬ 
ful Kajah of Marwar, was again in rebellion, and was, moreover, actually encour¬ 
aged in it by the court faction, who gave him to understand that obstinate 
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I'csistanoe Avould pliiase Uie emperor moro Lliaii ri'ady sulnaissiou 'I'lie rajah, 
lidwcvcr, was too acute to play tlie game of Favokslnr's favourites; ami. iind- 
ing Hosen willing' to gi'.iut him terms hy v liich his own interests were secured, 
ImsteiH'd to eoueluile a peace 

One of the stipulation.s of tliis peace was that tlie rajnli .should give his 
daughter in niairhigo to the emperor. VVliat the attractions of the lady wei'e 
is not nientioued, hut Farokshir seems to have felt all the ardoni' and im¬ 
patience of a lover Theie was, howevt'i, a serious oh^tach' in the way Tin* dis- 
sL|iated course of life which he led had undermined his health, and he was lahour- 
iiig under a disease which did not permit him to marry. l<’oi tunately, at this 
very pel iod the Conpiaiiy had sental'oimal embassy to Delhi to complain of 
the e-\t(iiLioii and ojijn'ession jiraetisi'd njiou them at theii-dilferentfaetoiies, and 
moie especially in Uengal. d'liey had been imhieed to lake this .step in eonsi’- 
(|uence of tln' J'avour whiili Farokshir had shown them while holding the 
government of (his piovinee, and tlndr eonsispunit hope tliid. In* would proLi'ct 
tlu'ui against the harsh ti'catmeiit which they were reeei\ing Irnm .lalller Ivluiu, 
his .successor. I'lie lanhassy carried with tluau ]ire,seuLs to the value of about 
lyO.OUO, intended pEutlyfor tin' emperor him.self, and partly foi'the I'avoniites hy 
whom he wa,s .snrroimded It is nob to he doubted that at a court where inti igue 
jii'evuEiled and a,11 things had become veinil, these iiresents must have smoothed 
down many diflicultii's; hut tlie ultimate .sueei'ss of 1 he-(nnhassy was owing not to 
them hut to a cause mi which they liadiiot calculaled. Mr. Hamilton, tiu' ph\’- 
sician to the (‘uihassy, had been ealled to eourt to givi' his jirofi's.sioual aid, 
and succeeded so well, (hat the disease of the enpieror, whieh had refased to 
yield to native l-realmmit, was rmiinved, and liis marriage, whieh had been ve.va- 
tiou.sly delayed, was celebrated with uiijireecdeiited splendour. Then' was in 
eonscipience no Ihuib to l-lie favour whieh Mr Ibimilton enj’oyed 'flie ('iniK'ror 
puhiic'ly attested his gratitude by hestowiiig- rich presents upon him in the pre¬ 
sence of all Ills eom'tici'.s, jiiul was aJlerwanls easily induced to comply with (die 
jietition whieh the enihassy had ]ireseuted, by issuing a fu'inan which iuvi'sted 
the Company with new and extensive ]irivileges. .He.sldea the three villages 
which they already possessed in the vicinity of Fori. William, authority was 
given them to aciEuire other thirty-,seven on the .same tei'ins and in ilu' same 
locality. For cU time, in coiisei|uenee of the hostility of JaHiei’ Khan, this grant 
was rendered inoperative; hut at last full effeot was given to it, and the Com¬ 
pany, though not without .si'viouH misgivings of allowing themsdve.s to bo 
“eucuinborcd with nmeli territory,’’ aeipiired right to a i-raot oxtouding nearly 
ten miles along both sides of the Ilooglily, and oompletely eommanding its rifivi- 
gabion, Among the other more important privilege.s conferred by the firman 
were the conversion of the duties previorwly payable a.t Surat into a fixed 
annual sum, beyond which no charge of any kind was to ho made; and above 
all, the removal of one of the greatest impediments whiclr trade had experienced, 
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by exempting all goods protected by the Company’& dwstid\ ur passport, from ad ivn, 
stoppage or examination by the ofiiciaLs of the Bengal government. 

At the very time when Farokshir Avas making tlioho concessions to the Com- Vntua! njd 
pany his own affairs were Innstening to a cri,si,s. While Ho.sen Ali wa-^ ah,sent sy'lir 
ndth the array, the conrtici‘.s' had thrown oif pait of their fomior caution, and 
by esdnciug a more nndi.sguised liostility, furnished him with a pretext for 
providing additional .securities for his personal .safety. Pretending an alarm 
which it i.s ])roijable tliey did iiot feel, the tavo brotliera at fii'st rcfu.sed to 
appear at court, and then began to jmcpaie foi' o]ien ho.stilities. After a period 
of general constoi nation, during which the capital Avas tlireatcncd Avitli anarchy, 
Faiokshir found it necessary to submit, and consented to become Aurtnally a 
prisoner in Llio hands of the Seyed.s, hy allowing the gates of the citadel, Avithiii 
which Ijis palace .stood, to he oceu])ied ]»y their gnard.s, Avdiile an attemjjt aasts 
made to effect a reconciliation. After Auirious abortive proposal.s it A^-as at 
last arranged that Mir .Tnmla, the emporor'.s faA'onrite and head of the court 
faction, and Hosen AJi, should both (juit Delhi, the former proceeding to his 
government of Beliar and tlie- latter to his government of the Deccan, Avhile 
Alidallah Khan shoidd still retain his ollice of \ds;ier. Tliere was no .sincerity 
on either side, and though the actual crisis Avas prcAranted, the course of in¬ 
trigue coutiuuod as lioforo. 

During the eoufii.sion camsed by the dissension,s at DelJii, the yiklns, after Timsa lui 
.suslniiiing a aerie.s of disasters, had again liccomo formidable. Their chicT, nn'uci.i 
Baiulu, Avhn iunl been made captive, had escaped, and suddenly issuing from 
his nionntain retreat reiiCAved his ravages in the level country. Fc'chle as 
tlie central governniuut now Avas, tlie necessity of Augorous measures was so 
.sirong'ljr felt, that a poAcerful force was daspatclied into the Punjab under the 
command of a chief cailod Ahdnsemed Khan, Avho conducted the campaign 
Avith consummate ability. After gaiiung repeated .successes in the open field, 
he liimled the Bikhs out of their fa.stne.sses, and made many of their leaders 
[n'i.soner.s, Bandu liimsclf Avas again among the number, and expiated lii.s 
crimes on the .scaffold at Delhi hy a dcatli in AA'hicli all kinds of horrific tor¬ 
ture,s were accimurlated. Nmnerou.s other executions followeri, and the Silch.s, 
though still destined to play an important part in the history of India, Avere 
so completely subdued, that many years clajjsed before their existence as a 
nation again became discernible. 

In the Deccan the Mogul arims Averc less successful At first, oia Ho.sen Ali’.s ProcMfiinga 
arrival in 1713, their employment Avas in civil warfare, said to have been insti- Deccan 
gated by the emperor himself- Daoud Khan Panni, Avho, as has been mentioned, 

AAoas appointed by Zulfikiu’ Khan to liold the goveminoirt of the Deccan as liis 
deputy, and negotiated a peace Avith the MalnattaSi Avas removed in 1713 on 
the accession of Farokshir, and was now goA^eiming the united provinces of 
G-njerafc and Gandeisli. Plis immediate successor in the Deccan Avas Chin Kilioli 
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JOinn, affceiwards well known as tlic I'ounder of tlie Nizam d,yiiasL,y, mifler his 
tille of Nizani-ul-Moolk, meaning ‘'Eegulalor or Governor of fclie Hhite” To 
make way for Hosen Ali, lie was lemovcd lo the coinjiaiah'vely iiisiyniiieaut 
goveimneiit of Motadahad 13ofli of these duels considi img tliumsulves ueonyved 
liy the loss of their more impoitaut a]ii)oiiitment,, haiul Uosin, and weie dis¬ 
posed to billow then weight into .uiy eoufedeuwy that might he foiiiu'd against 
him Daoud, natuuilly tin' moie lieadstimig and inpietuous of tlii' two, was hist 
woiked upon, and no sooner le.unofl tliat lloscu's di'struetiou would he hailed 
at IJelhi as a deliverance, than he resolved lo atteiipit it, not eovei Ily, Init hy 
open hostilily. With this view, having mustered tlu' forces of his own goveiri- 
ments and meieased them hy levies from the Hilahrattas and other Deeism chiefs 

among whom 1i(' had 
any inlliienee, he at 
oiu‘(‘ made his appisir- 
ance in the lield, and. 
tliat llieie inigUt he 
no douht US to his 
intentions, si'iit Hosen 
lii.s (letiauco The liial 
of htrengll' pio 

vmked was speedily 
docidc'd. Daond, adr 
ingwitli his usual im- 
IH'iu I isity, w im i noni ‘ed 
tlie hattle wllh a 
ehaige, before which 
those opjiosed to him 
w'ere fleeing panic- 
struck, when bo fell, pierced through the hraiii with a bullet ddie foituno of 
the day w’^aa immediately reversed, and TIosen saw his threatened defeat con¬ 
verted into a complete victory'. 

While Daoud Khan Panni and Nizain-ul-Moolk govorned in tlie Deccan, tlie 
Mahriittas, citiior distracted hy internal dissensions, or satislleil with tlie advan¬ 
tageous peace which they had extorted, gave little trouble The asjioct oi' iiflairH 
was now changed Hosen, offended at tlie assistance wdiicli tlicy' had given to 
hia enemies, and deeming himself strong enough to put them down hy nw,iu 
force, wa>a not at all dissatisfied when the proceedings of one of their leading 
chiefs gave him good gi’ound for interfering lids chief, wiiose family name 
was Dahai’i, by' eatablisliing a lino of fortified villages in Oanclei,sl), had become 
the teiTor of caravans and travoUora along the highroad leading fioiii the Dec- 
can to Surat. A atnmg detaclunent which Hosen ,sent agahust him met with 
little obstmebion, and marched on imconseiona of danger bill it became entangled 
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ill ravines Th(3 Malivattas, true to their mode of warfare, hail possessed iliem- 
belves of every possilde outlet, and almost every man of the delaehment perished 
hy the sword or was made prisoner Tlie whole of the Mahratta confeileiacjr 
was now in motion, and Hosen, fearing that he might he involved in an iutei- 
minable and inglorious svarfare, at the very time when his picsence niis impova- 
tivoly recjiiired at Delhi, hastily coneluded a peace with Saho, wdiich confirmed 
him in tlie possesslim of a larger extent of teriitory than the Mahrattas had ever 
})OHSP,ssed hefore, and .sanctioned the levying not only of the chout, hut of the 
ft/ I'tlesinnl'i, or an additional tenth of the whole remaining revenue throughout 
the Deccan The only return which Saho made for these concessions was an 
agreement to guarantee the country from future depredations, to furnish a con¬ 
tingent of 1,3,000 fur the uiainteuauce oJ‘ the puhlic trampiillity, and to pay an 
annual tribute of teu lacs of rupees f£L00,()00j. 

Darokshir, wliile aware that liis own intrignes liad in a manner compelled 
Ho,sen to conclude this disgraceful treaty, refused to ratify it. Tlic tpiaii’el.s 
which ensued hastened the eri,sis. Farokshir, had he po,s.sessed any degree of 
steadiness and energy, might easily have found iu the chiefs who envied or hated 
the Seyeds, a couihiuation po^verful enough to free him from their galling yoke. 
I'iis father-in-law, Ajit Sing, Rajali of Manvar, Joi Sing, Rajah of Amber, Sirbu- 
larul Khan, governor of Behnr, ami Nizam-nl-Moolk, ivho, considering himself 
exiled at JMoradahad, was pining for higher employment, were all ready to luive 
lent their aid. Instead of taking proper measures to court it, he only alienated 
them liy the preference slujwn to unworthy favourites; and hence, when the 
period for a decisive trial arrived, found himself almo.st totally abandoned. 
Alarmed at tlie dangers hy wdiieh he wa.s lieset, lie now consulted only lii-s fears, 
and endeavoured, by abject ,suhmi.s,sion, to obtain at lea.st a respite. Even this 
was denied; and after ,sonie attempts at a rescue, hy a fe%v partisans who still 
adhered to him in the capital, the Sej'eds dragged him forth from his hiding- 
place iu the .seraglio, and cau.sod him to he privatelj' put to dea,th in Eeb. 1719. 

d’he brothers, Hosen All and Abdallah Khan, -were now absolute masters 
of the government, and might at once liaise jmt an end for ever to the Mogul 
dynasty. This was probably for thein.sclve.s the safest course which they could 
have ado]jted; hut its boldness deterred them, and they set up first one young 
prince of the blood and then another’. By a singular fatality lioth died, it is .said, 
not liy violence, but naturally, within six month.s. A thii’d wa.s found of more 
robust consLitution, and momited the tlu’one with the title of Mahomed Shah, 
Tlie Scyeds evidently contemplated a continuance of their arbitrary rule ; 
but .symptoms of opposition were sooir manifested in variorrs quarters, and were 
rather encourag'od.than repressed by a timid and vacillating policy on the part 
of the government. It would indeed seem from the timid mea3ure.s of the 
brothers, that they wore conscious of having fallen greatly in public opinion, 
and felt the ground slipping from beneath iheir feet. With .some of the earlier 
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rebels against their autlioiitj, they round little dillieulty in eliecling a com¬ 
promise. It Avas othorAvise Avheii Nizaiu-ul-Moolk liegan to bestir himself. 
11c had been in coiumimication Avitli Farokslur’s ])aity, but, on seeing hoAV little 
confidence could be placed in that lickle inoniucli, had given in his adhesion to 
the Seyeds. lie exiiected that they would have lewarded iiiin with flic goAi-eui- 
ment of the Deccan, and was innch dissatistied on receiving only that ol Mai wall. 
Evmn here the tSeyeds doomed him too foiiuidabh‘, and they (mdeavouied to 
remove him by jiressing on liis acei'ptance any oni' ol the four goveinments of 
Allahabad, Agra, (Jandoish, and Moultan. hie refused, and at Llu' sanu' timi', 
considering it uimeecssary any longer to disseinble, piepaivd to insist a Llimat- 
ened attempt to oust him hy foi'ce. An open ruptui'o ensuisl, and Nizam-ul- 
Jdoolk proceeded to execute a scheme which he Inid long been meditating. 
Instead of icimilning' in Malwoili, lio crossod Uii' TSlerbudda, gained ])ossession hy 
I'orcii or bribery of sevi'ial impoilant jilaces, signally defeated two aimies that 
were scut against him, obtained the adlu'sion of many ehiels, came (o an uudev- 
sLaiuIing with tlio Mahrattas, mid was .soon virtually master ol' the whole Deccan 

Ills .success had liocn grcally aidi'd by a conrso of iiiirigui' wli'ich laid again 
oouuneneiMl at th(' court of Delhi Mahomed Shall, like his pn’decessor Idirok- 
sliir, was bent on tlirowing oil’the yoke of the Se^yeds. T1 h‘ revolt of Nizaiii-nl- 
JMoolk seemed to promise the nieaiiH. and that amliitimis chief Ava.s aeeoidiiigly 
made aware that he could not do tin- emperor a greater serviee than hy ])er,Mist¬ 
ing in the course wliich be had so snf(‘es.st‘ally begun, 'J'ln' Seyeds, perfectly 
awai'o of the dangerous position in winch tliey stood, were peiplexed how' to 
act, and lost nmcli precious time before they were able to decide, 'i'he (Inul 
resolution was, that llosen, carrying the emperor and siweral of the suspected 
nobles along with him, should make the campaign of the Deccan against Nizam- 
ul-Moolk, while Abdallah slioidd oveniwc the disatfeuted by ri'siding and main¬ 
taining a strong force in the capital. 

Meantime a conspiracy, to which tlie emperor himself was pttvy, Imd bocm 
formed. Jts oliject was to got rid of the yeyeds at all events, liy any means 
however atrocious. At tlio head of this consjiinicy were Mahomed Ameer 
Khan, a nohleman of Turld origin, who, Avhile ostensibly opiiosed to the em¬ 
peror’s jiai'ty, was deep in his conUdenco; and Saadut Khim, who, originally a 
merchant of Kliorasau, rose to importance by h'ls military talents, and ultimately 
became the progenitor of the Kings of Oude. The mode liy which the conapira- 
toi'vS proiiosed to eirect their oliject was a harharnus assaasumtioii. It was not 
difficult to hud both an agent and an opportunity. As Hosen was proceeding 
to the Dcccan in his palanquin, a Galmuck, of the name of Moor Keider, ap¬ 
proached with a petition, and while Hosen wa,s reading it, drew a dagger and 
stabbed biin to tlie heart. 'The whole camp was iinmediaitcly throAvn into coiu- 
motion, and ultimately divvied into two hostile borlies—-the one composed of the 
adhorents of the Seyeds, and the other of tho adherents of the eonspiratora 
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Tlio lattci, now openly coiiutenaiiced by the eiiipeioi who placed Imnsclf at \d i- 
then head, pioved viciouons, and diove the foiiuei tioia the field Abdallah, 
wIk) was only on his way to Delhi when the lutelhgciice leadied him, endea- 
vouied to inaintiin the stiuggle by setting u|) a new soeeieign m the pel son ot 
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Olio of the jniiiccs contined ni the capital, and irmstciiiig a huge aiuiy It was, 
however, in a gieat measiuo undisciplined, and when the final encounter took 
place, offeied little nioie than a show of icsistaiice Abdallah was taken pri- 
sonti, but, contiaiy to the usual piactice on such occasions, was not juit to 
death, Mahomed Sliali letuincd to Delhi, and, not at all abashed at the atro¬ 
cious moans which he had employed, made a jiompous celebration of his recovered 
authoi ity 

Tlie office of vizier, conferred at first on Mahomed Ameer Khau, as a leward 
for lieachng the conspnacy, was, on his sudden death, lesoived for Nizain-ul- 
Moolk He was stiU in the Deccan, and found so much employment In settling 
its affaiis, that neaily two years elapsed beloie he reached Delhi On his uuival 
in January, 1.722, he found eveiytlmig in disoidui Mahomed Sliali, occupied 
only witli las pleasures, acted at the dictation of a favoiuite mistiess, who had 
acquired such an ascendency over him, that she was allowu-d to keep his piivsite 
signet and use it for hei own purposes His piincipal counsellois were young 
men whose only (pialificatioii was compamonsliip with their master in his revels 
Nizain-nl-Moolk, who still retained the austere habits acquired in the court of 
Aurungzebe, soon became disgusted Hot only were all his reforms thwarted, 
but bis personal appearance and mannei‘i, so dififerent from those of the youthfid 
courtiers, were held up to lidicule for their master’s special amusement He 
was not the man to tolerate these rude and insulting libeities, and it was not 

1 ilhivlloiJar is ft palauquin used by rftjaba and wealthy persona. B is covered with silk amhroideied with 
ROld, te. 
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long before flie emjieror iiml lii.s vizier Avcre lauiiiiilly de.sirou.s to pari, it i.s 
nee(llos.s to ihveli on ilie plots iiinl coiuitcrploLs to wliicli this letilng gave li.se 
iSutfieo it to saj'', tliat iu Octolicr, 17^3, the vizier .sent in lii.s I'esiguatioii, and 
bet out for the Deocim Ostensibly there was no ipiarrel; I'oj- tlie i npierur, in 
accepting the resignation, lavished on Nizani-nl-Moolk the Jiigliest lionoiins 
which a snlijoct eonld veeeivis Tt was not long, howi'vc'r, liel'ore tlu' enmity 
rankling at his hesrrt was fully iniuiileHii'd Mohaviz Khan, the local governor 
of Kydeialiad, proceeding on instrnetions from Delhi, eolh'eted a poweiliil 
anny for the avowed purposi' ol' extending hi.s own nuthoiity over the whoh' 
Deeeaii. Nizam-nhMoolk, who.se skill as a diplomatist wa.s at least eipial to his 
]irowesM ns a soldier, had recourse to negotiation, and having protraeied it till 
his prc]iarations were oongilett', ilefeated Mohariz in hattle, slew him, and afli'ct- 
iag ignoiMiiee of the instigation which had lu'eu givmi from Didlii, sent his head 
to the enpieror as a Irophy. 

When Nizam-nl-MooJk marelied off lo tlie J)eeean, lie was in possession of 
the governments of hotli Malwah and (Injerat lie was formally removed from 
them, and took his revenge hy encouraging incursions of the Mahrattas, wlio, 
notwitlistandiug partial repnlses, had, during the rajahship ofKalto, continued 
to make rapid progress The main instruments of this sueuesa wevo the rajah's 
two minister,a—finst, Balajee Wiawanat, Avho, originally the aceonntaut of a dis¬ 
trict of the Coucan, became the founder of the lli'ahmin dynasty of reishwaa; 
and ru'.xt, hi.s .sou Jlajee Rao, wlio, after Sevajee, rimk.a a.s tlie ablest liaider wJiom 
the iMahratta nation has jirodneed. Balajee, before hi.s doatli in 1720, had 
obtained from ]\lahomcd Shah a vatitlcatiou of the treaty made with Hoseu 
All during the reign of Idirok.shir; and Bajee Rao, following in hi.s lather’s Kstep,s, 
liiid not only consolidated the riglits of cliouL and .sirdesmuki piwiously nc- 
iiuired, hut introduced tlieni into provinces where they had never liefore been 
levied. 

This extension of Mahratta ]iower had, as already observed, been partly 
owing to blizain-ul-JVLoolk, who, in revenge for his removal from Malwah and 
Gujerat, liad cueonraged the Mahrattas to invade them, Hi,s policy in the Dee- 
can, wliieli he now regarded as his own independent kingdom, was dictated hy 
ojiposite motive.s, his great object here being' to confine the Ma.lu'a.tta. power a,ml 
influence within as narrow limits as possilde. With this view, .shortly after his 
victory over Mohariz in 1721, he dexteron,sly availed huu.self of the dispuLed 
sucee.ssion b}' which tlie Mahratta eonnsels had long been distractt“d. Babe, 
nuder the able ministry of Bajee Rao, had eata,blished a complete ascinulency 
over his rival Samba, and confined him to a comparatively insignificant district 
lying near the westinii coast to the south of Sattarah. Still, liowever, Samba 
was eipially with Sabo hini.self recognized as rajah; and there wa.s at least plan- 
aibility in the luiswer of Mizam-ul-Moolk, when, withoiit denying his obligation 
to pay chout and .sirdasinukl for the Deocan, lie asked which of the two rajahs 
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liad the legal right to it, and called upon them to exliibit tlieir respective claims, a.d, irn. 
Salio, iudignant at the very suggestion of a doubt <m such a suliject, disdained 
to give any explanation, and .sent Bajee Rao at the head of a immerous army 
to couipeiisate liiiii.self by plunder for the more regular revenue 'wliieh Avas 
withheld, Nizam-ul- 
Moolk had prepared for 
this residt, and ahmg 
with Ssunba, who laid 
now openly joined him, 
a.dvuinced to tlie relief 
of Boorlianpoor, Avliicli 
was threatened by Bajee. 

The first effect of thi.s 
advance wa.s to send tluj 
Mahrattas into Gujerafc, 

Aftej' a .sljoi't time spent 
in pillaging it, they 
again suddenly made 
their appearance iu tlie Deccan, and ultimately reduced Nizam-id-iMoolk to 
such straits, tliat lio was glad to liuy them offliy humiliating concessions. Hi.s 
experience of the liiud of enemy he liad to deal with, left liim little inclination 
to pi'ovoke a renewal of the contest; and though he did, on more than one 
occasion, endeavour to weaken then* poAver by; sowing dis.seusions among 
them, he came at last to a, thoremgh tinderstanding with Bajee, ainl entered 
into a formal agnAjement, by which, lie xmdertook to protect Bajee’s interests 
in the Deccan, while the latter Avns .mmging .MaIvvah and extending liis 

authority over other 
portions of the Mogul 
dominions. 

Bajee Eao easilv siibjiigntioii 

'' OfGlljoiNlt 

found a pretext for this by iinjoo 
hivasiou. Tlie .gnxint of 
tdKarfc in Ghjerat had ' 
been reAfoked;: and. g ,. 

. ernmemt . to mmke^^ A 

SiltgiTTajah <3f JoddpOoiA Viii’he'^.Mc^uDbpUEfyArfiiffi^ 
^yptm\GfoaTaj£di.iwho,;toidtlierJm&mit^;ihAdiiiehehidyNaddfid 

TiisijfiitheDjAjitiaing;^ was jinfluenced-icbiefly ^By^tlie-'expdetatioii;thfit ;;his,j6wilii:k;Dij"^ 
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resources would eniible liim to iiuila' lic'iul uo-aiust tiho Malirattas IIu wa.s ilu 
fioui I'ulfilliug' tills cxpoetiitioii TIk' Malnatla Pilajee tluleowar, anoe.stor of 
the Guiixiwar family sLill ralliig in (luji'vat, resisted all his elloi'ls to e\])el him, 
but was at last, at Ablii Hiiig s iustigatiuu, ba.si'ly assassinated. Notliing wa.s 
gained by the atrocity, foi it only evasperatod (he Alahrattas to sueli a yuteli 
that, not satisded witli ovcij'unning (lujeiat, they cai-ried their raeage.s to Jood- 
]K.ioi‘, and made the rajah glad (o compound with tlie loss ol (lujerat for tla; 
.s.dbty of his heieditary state. 

In Alalwab, where the Mahrattas were headed b} llajee Ibio in per,son, their 
arms Were ei|uaily tvimuphant; and the Mogul governnumt, alter seveial inel'- 
Fectual exjiodii'uts, tacitly coneuired in Ihe .smreiider <j1 Ihe province to the 
Pei.shwa in IT-'lt 'I'his important concession, so Car I'roni .Sjalisfying hi.s ambi¬ 
tion. only made it mort' orasphig'; ami in projiortio.n as the weakni'SH of his 
adversaries w.is disclosed, he rose in his demands, and insisted noi, merely on 
levying the choub, but on holding', in t’ldi rigip, as a jagldn', tlu' ]irovin('e of 
Alai wall, and the whuh' eouutry south of the C'lnmdail, together wilh the cities 
ol' Aluttra, Allahahad, and llenares Alalionied Wludi, idaimed tdiove mmisme 
hy this new demand, evaded it for a time by temporiicing, and endeavoured to 
induce tho Alahratta to withdraw it by giving him a right to Icwy triluite on 
the Jlajpoots, and to iucrxsi.se the amount of that idready exigible From th(' Dec- 
can. This last grant cost the ('luporor nothing, and was regarded as a stroho 
oF good policy, bueausc its natural tendency was to sot the Mahrattas and Nizam- 
nl-AIoolk at variance. In this re.speet it was not altog(dher a failure, as it drew 
Hizam-til-Aloolk’.M attention to Ills true jiositiun, and convinced him that ho had 
much more to fear from the Alahrattas than from the Mogul. Uudei' tho iuflu- 
onco of this conviction, he adopted a new .sysbmi of policy, and rcsnmiug friendly 
coiun;mivieatiou,s with Alahomed Kliah, undertook to employ all his power in 
protecting him against the oucr'oaehments <>f the Alahrattas 

This engagement was not allowed to rmnaiu long as a dead letter. I a 1737, 
at the very time wlien it was entered into, llaJee Jiao was adv'ancing on the 
Alogiil capital, The only check ho .sustained was in tho defeat, hy ,Saadut Khan, 
governor of Ondcj, of Aialhur Hat) Ilolkai', the fonndor of the llolkar fainily, who 
with a marauding party wms ravaging the ooautry beyond the Jumna,. This 
<lefeat elated the Alognls, who magnified it into a discomliture oF ilu; w'hole 
Alahratta army, which was represented ns in full retreat to the Deccan, \khen 
Bajee Ilao was inlbrmed of these vain boa.sting.s, he simjjy I'emarked that he 
would soon show the emperor ho was still in flhuloo,st!Ui. He was as gomi as 
lus word. Suddenly rpiitting the Jumna, and leaving tho Mogul army whioh 
had been scut to oppo.so him inactive Jiofore Muttra, ha lurstoued on by forced 
mhrcbe.s, and never baited till he (n'e.sented himself before the gates of Delhi, 
The expedition, however, ajrpcar.g to have been undertaken rathei' in a spirit 
of bravado than with any serious design of atteinptiug the capture of the city. 
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for after a few days he clisapj>earerl and encamped at a considerable distance 
]\l('turwliile, the constmaiatioii jirodueed Ijy his presence caused hasty messages 
to be de.spatchcd to every quarter from Avhich relief might Ije expected; and 
while the Vizier Kamr-u-din Khan, who had formed a jimction with Saadut 
Khan, vvas advancing from his encampment at ALuttra, Kizain-ul-Moolk also 
hastened from the Ileccan. Bajee Rao, true to the Mahratta tactics, avoided 
an encoLinter, and by a [fl-ecipitate retreat soon placed the Nerbudda between 
himself and his pursuers 

Kizum-ul-Moolk, notwithstanding Bajee’s departme, continued his march to 
Delhi, wIku'o on his an’isad lie was invested with full powers to adopt whatever 
measures might he necessary for the safety of the empire; and his eldest son, 
Ghazi-u-diu, w;is appointed governor both of Malwali and Gujerat So low had 
the Mogul resources now fallen, that after his utmost efforts the army under 
ids command did not exceed .S1‘,0()() men. Witli tliis army, and a reserve com¬ 
manded by the ne])iiew of Saadut Khan, he sot out in .search of the Mahrattas; 
and ju'oeeeding southward past Seronge, took np a position ni'ar the fort of 
Bliojiaul, while Bajee Poui crossed the Kerbudda and advanced to meet him. 
A.S Nizam ul-Moolk was outnumbered by the Mahrattas, hut possessed a power¬ 
ful artillery wliile tliey were almo.st entirely de.stitute of it, he deemed it 
arlvisahle to retain his position and act on tlie defensive. With an oi'diuaiy 
enemy this might have been expedient, but with the enemy -ndbli whom he had 
now to deal it wa.s a decided bhmdov The Malirattas, keeping carefully beyond 
the reach of lu,s aitillory, commenced their usual .system by laying waste, the 
surrounding country, and cutting off his supplies. This they did so efibciually 
that no alternative was left liim hnt to commence a retreat. A,s may lie sup¬ 
posed, it was only a series of di.sashers; and he was obliged to make a peace 
by which he conceded all the demands of the Peishwa, and hound himself to 
pay him £500,000 sterling. This humiliating peace, concluded in Fchruaiy, 
1738, was only the fori'nmncr of a far move overwhelming calamity. 

Tlie Persian d^masty of the So])his or Safaris, after existing for two centu¬ 
ries, became so degenerate as to fall an easy prey to the Afghans of Kandahar 
in 1722, when, on the capture of Ispahan, after a dreadful siege, Shah Hosen, 
tlio last Sophi, went foidh witli his principal conrtku's In deep mourning, ami 
with his own hatid placed the diadem on the head of Malnnood, his Khilji 
conqueror. It had been worn by the now monarch only for tAvo years when 
lie died raving mad, and was succeeded by liis nephew Ashxef, who was no 
sooner seated on the throne than he was called to .struggle against both foreign 
and internal foes. The Turks and Rtissians, leagued together to dismember 
the kingdom and share it between them, advanced, the one from the west and 
the otlier from the north, witli powerful armies, while Tahmasp, who had made 
his escape from Ispahan when his father Shah Hosen was obliged to surrender, 
had mustered a body of retaineng, and announced his determination to make 
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good Jiis claim to the crown which Ins iiiicc.sfcoi'H had ko long worn Of the,sc 
various coudicataiits, it luiglit have been .suppo.sed that the Tuilc.s and Ttusslans, 
from the .superiority ol' tlicir ilibcipliiic, would be the most founldalilu. It 
proved otherwise. Abhref coupwlled the Turks, alter i\']K‘.\,ted defeats, to 
acknowledge his title; and, before ho had measured hi.s strength with tlie 
Ilu.ssians, had the satisfaction to learn that the death of the czar had induced 
them to withrh'aw. Tahmasp alone remained, and was not to he so easily 
dispo.scrl of In himself he Avas not Amiy foiniidablo, but fortune had diawn to 
his .standard one of tire grentc.st Avarrions whom I’pi.sia lias (ver produced. This 
Avas Nadir Ivouli, avIui tiegan lib' as tlio head of a hand of frc'chooters, and at 
last, after freeing his countiy from a foreign yoUe, hi'c.iuu' the usurper of its 
throne Victory seaveely ever failed to attmid liiin, and hy dexteronsly playing 
the two lending Afghan trihe.s, tlio KhiIJies a, ml Llio Alidah'es or Dooi'aiu'es, 
against each other, succeeded in crushing lioth. TatrioLism .seemed for' a time 
lo he hib ruling jiassion, ami Tahmasp, as the legitimate monarch, ascended the 
Persian throne; l)ut ])atrioti.sm Avas eventually .suiiplanLed hy umhitum, and 
Nadir, unable Lo brook a .superior, [hist declared the throne Vacant, and them 
took po.sses,sion of it in his OAvn Jiamo in 1737, alh'giug that Im had heen calhA 
to it by the popuhu' voice. 

T-Jenoeforlh knoAvn as Nadir Shah, he resolved to jau’siie his eareor of 

victory; and proceeding eastwaixl, at the, head 
of an army of 80,000 men, laid ,siege Lo Aan- 
daliav. It originally belonged to tlu' Pisnsian 
monarchy, but bad been Avresied from it, and 
was now in pos,se,s,sion of the KhiIJies. It 
Avas valiantly defended, and stood several 
aAsanlts before it wa.s taken. The cajiture of 
Kandahar and cou([uest of the adjoining terri¬ 
tory made Persia eontenuiuous Avith Indifi. 
Nadir yiiah, as lu' looked c'astward into the 
AuiUey of hire Indus, and beheld a mighty 
empiA-p toim by intebtiue Avars and iotleriug 
to its Fall, must have been strongly tenpited, 
if not to become it.s conqueror, to obtain a 
•share in its .spoils, He had already .some 
ground of quarred AA'itli its government 
During the siege of Kandahar, not only had 
an appUcatioir Avliicli ho made for the delivcny of some Alglums who had taken 
refuge within its teratoiy been treated Avith neglect, but even the validity.of 
his title to the Pensiaii crown liad been called in (piostion. Instead of Ava,sting 
time in unn,vailing remonstrance, ho took a more eEbctual mode of expressing" 
his resentment by seizing upon Cabool The court of Delhi ought now to have 
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heen fully alive to the danger, but montlis pa&t.ed. away, diuiug which jSIadir was a d it is 
leit to settle liia conquest and make new jrreparations The actual iuvasiou 
.seemed indeed to liave bocoine uupossiblc, at least tor one season; for the winter 
was approaching, and it was never dreamed that he would commence a cam¬ 
paign Avhich, in its very fir.st oporation.s. would expo.se him to the rigovu's of a 
mountainous countiy and the assaults of its warlike inhabitants How great 
then must have been the consternation when it was learned that all these 
supposed impossihilities had been oveinome, and that Nadir, after crossing the 
Indus by a l)ridge of boats in Noveinlter, 1738, had advanced into the Punjab 
at the head of a mighty army! 

Great as Avas the danger, so tardily umre the niean.s of ilefenco jn'ovided, xnuisink 
that Natlir for the lit',st timo came in sight of the Indian araiy after he had irojun 
reached the hanks of the duinna, and was Avithin 100 milc.s of the Mogul 
capital. Here, in the neighbourhood of Carnoul, Nizain-ul-Moolk, to whom the 
chief command Avas intrusted, occupied a fo3’tified camp. Just at tlie time 
when Nadir Avas a^iproaching, Saadut Khan arrived Avith a reinforcement from 
Oiide, and the battle immediately commenced The Indians, con.sisting for the 
ino.st part of raAv levies, were no match for the Pensian veteran.?, and after little 
more than a show of resistance Avere .signally di.scomfited. Mahomed Shah, 
deeming all furthe:- resistance hopole.ss, .sent Nizani-nl-Moolk to make hi,s suh- 
mis,sion, and then repaired in penson to the Persian camp. He Avas courteously 
received, hut Avas not permitted to attempt iregotiation, as Nadir Shah, conscious 
of being complete master, had determmed to dictate his terms Avithin the walls 
of Delhi. Tliither therefore the tAVo monarchs proceeded, the one as a raiser- 
able captive, the other a.s a ooiK^uci’or in triumphant procession at the head of 
his victorious army. The entrance took place in the heghming of March, 173!). 

Nadir Shah took up his I'esidence vAutlr Mahomed Shall at the palace, and t-vron 

T /> 1 j? Backed. 

appearSj from the eareful ari'angemenis ■\ylncli he made for the maintenaxLce of 
(liscipliue and the protection of the inhabitants, to have meditated no greater 
severity than the levy of a very heavy contribution. This mild intention, if 
he had it, Avas frustrated by the inhabitants themselves. Uii the A^ery .second 
day, hastily believing a rumour of Nadir Shah’s death, they broke through all 
re.straint, and commenced an irnliseriminate ma.ssacre of tlic Pei'sifms at theii' 
various isolated stations throughout the city. The shah was furious, and forth¬ 
with issued orders for a fearful retaliation. From sunriao to sunset the city was 
given up to the fury of 20,0(10 soldiers, and lust, rapine, and .slaughter raged 
in thoir most horrific forms. This was only a deed of vengeance. Nadir’s own 

claims still remained to he .sati.sfied; and the work of confiscation and ijliinder 

AAms carried on for Aveeks Avithout inteiTUption, The “Peacoe-k Throne” formed 
an important item in the spoils. At the most moderate estimate, the amount 
carried off in money, plate, and jeAvels. could not be less than £30,000,000 
sterling. 
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At’fccv [josst's&iiig Delhi diii-iiig lif'ty-eigliL days Nadir Shah departed, leaving 
it a, scene of wretclioduess and desolation TI)e ienror of the ea[)iial had spread 
iid,o the provinces, the govonuuent was pia.valyzed, and the peo])le. ivniidned 
sunk in a hdnd of stupor. The Mahrattas nught now have coini)leted their 
conquests, but even they were ovei-awed by tlu' ,sudd('nness and extoivt of the 
general calaniitjc Eaj.iO liao, advertitig to it, expressisl hiiuseli* thus;—“Our 
domostio quarrels arc now insignilicaiit; there is hut oni* enemy in 1 lindoostan.” 

Idindoo.s and JVlussnhnans—the whole power ol' the l)(’ecan must assinnhle.” 
These feelings oi' alarm soon began to subside, and tiu' (denu'iits ol' disunion 
were again at work At the court of Delhi old animo.sities resumed all their 
foi'inor l,utternes,s. A powerful raetlon, coinpo.sed of 'furki, oi- as they were 
called Tooranee noble.s, and beaded by the Vizier Kamr-n-din Khan and Nizam- 
ul-Moulk, endeavoured to absorb tlie leading oUlceH of the state, and even hold 
the einpiu'o)' himself in subjection to tlieii' w'ishes, wbile their (su'mies were 
nmmu'ous and powerful enough to Avagc' a constant sti'uggle for ascendency. 
bVoldo and di.scordant couM.S(!ls wt'n* the jus-cssaiy )'i'snlt, and no bond of union 
existed among the numcrou.s depomlcucics still belonging nominally to the 
lilogul empiro. In point ol' i'act, tlio Malnattas were now tim most powerful 
nation on the Indian continent, and had bh(> best prospect ol' becoming its 
nlLiuiato masters. Even they, lunvover, were not i'i'W' froni dilHcnlties. iSabo, 
the nominal head of the government, had been dei)rived of all real power, and 
reduced to a nu're cipher. E(!veral of the oliicds who willingly acknowledged 
lii.s authority, wtuo not di.sposed to yield the same ,snl)inis,sion to the usurpation,s 
of the Ik'ishwa, azid stood ready to avail themselves of the. Jirst I'avourahle 
oppnrtutuby of either re-(i,staldishing the rajah or a,sserting their own iude]H5n- 
deiice. Eajee Ilao, well aware of the ])rccarion,s position in which he stood, was 
ohliged to I’egiilato his policy accordingly, and often abandoned tlu' course wliieh 
his judgment approved for tliat wliicli his own iimimdiatu interest seemed (.o 
require. Before the Mogul government recovered fi'oin the' shoclc given to it 
by Nadir Hhah, he might easily have eHtahii.shed the complete ascoiuleney of Ids 
nati(m by mirstcriug his force.H and mavehhig at once upon the capital. Instca.d 
of this, ho suddenly withdrew into the Docoan, The only iq)parcut inducement 
was, that he might bo able morci elfectnally to watcdi the proceeding.s f)f bis 
countrymori, llagojce Bo,sIa and the Guicowar of Chijerat, wlut woiv plotting his 
overthrow. Of his feelings while thus employed lu: liiuiself gave the following 
account:—"1 am involved in difficidty, in debt, and in (lisap]K)tntmonts, and 
like a man ready to .swallow poison. Near the rajah are iny enemies, and should 
I go at this time to Satbarali they will put their feet on my breast. 1 sliould 
be thankful if I could meet death.'’ This solemn event wa.s ncjarer tha.u he 
imagined, far lie died shortly after, on the 28th of April, 1740, as he Avas 
returning to Hindoostan, 

Bajeo Bao left three sons, the eldest of whom, Balajee Rao, succeeded him 
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as Peisliwa The suuoession 'would liaxe beoii dispiitod; but fortunately for vduiv 
liiia, Jdagojee Boslii, Ills ui05fc foimidablo oppoiiont, was abhcut with bis aiiny in 
I 111' (Jainatir, on aii I'Xjieditiou ou wbic-li Jlajee Rao laid dosj-iatcliwl bliii, mainly 
Ini' the puiposo of pri'voiiliug him fioiu jilottiiig miseliicf lu'.iu'r home On 
hoaring of Ifajee’s death, lu' h.isbeued back to Haltav.di; hut as he came \\ ithout 
his aimy, and found the 
(luicowar and the prti- 
uidhi, or delegate of the 
lajah, 011 whose eo-opeia- 
tiou he had calculated, 
uiipie]iaredoi indisposed 
to si'ooud hull, he was 
ohligeil to ahandou all 
thought of op])ositiou, 
at least till a moie 
Cavourahle o}ipoi tuuity 

1 IT . rn, T ,SvrJ inuf—I urn Oulf ft lIiHtoj} oUho M Unattib 

■slioulu anso. J lie death 

of Ilaji'o Itao, and the time iiecc'ssaiy to enable Ihdaiee to secuio hlmhelf in iiniHuiimK 

* * ^ (ImiiifOjfl t)t 

Ills new si'at, gave Mahomed Shah a sliort lesjute iiom actual waif.iu’. It was lUoMosiu 
only a lesjiite; t'oi tlic clouds of another storm were again gatheiiiig thick aionnd 
liim, mid indeed from so many quiiiter,s, that it was ditlicult to say fioni which 
it was destined liist to come. Ou the one hand. Balajec Ihao, advaiichig into 
JVlalwali, iusisLed that llii.s province sliould, in teims of the treaty which had been 
made with Nizaui-ul Moolk, but which had never recem'd tlie iiiqicrial sanction, 
he formally couOriiied to him , on the other hand the Rohillas, a recent Afghan 
colonji occupying tlic tiact whicdi from llicui .still hoais the name of Itohilcund, 
had liegnu, under an able leailer of the name of AU Mahomed, to assume an 
alarming appearance. In themselves, indeed, the Rohillas weie not ,so luniicrons 
as to he very formidahio; but they heiongod to the wailiko race wliieli had 
repeatedly devastated the fairest provineos of India, and the danger apprehended 
was, that in the event of a new invasion from the west, they would league with 
their eountryineu The idea of sueii an invasion wan by no meana ehiiiicrieal 
Ever since the viail, of ISIadir Bhah, who ou retiring declared the Indus to he 
fhe eastern boundary of the Persian monarchy, it had liecu thioabeiied, and in 
conseijucmce of recent political changes in Persia it was becoming a cortaiuty. 

Nadir 8hah peri,shed by the hands of assassins in Juno, 1717. He had P'-nti''>r 
latterly Ix'couie a eruei tyrant, and deserved bis fate, though it was not .so much 
his cruelty as his form of Maliomctan faith that provoked it. Me was a Bun- 
uitc, while the Perslaua were aealous Shiites, The repugnance between them 
was therefore iavineihle, and his death wa.s the work of Persian conspirators 
But tlie same cause which made the Porsiana abhor hia rule was its greatest 
rccommendatioH to the Afghans, who like him wore Sxmnitos, and devoiocHy 
Vojj. I. 51 
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fiit-iu'lied U) liis .service. Aceordiitgly the Ahdalt'cs, heiideil Ijy tlieir lierediiary 
duel', yVhmod Khan, on hearing of the cousi>ii’acy, liad hash'iied fco tlu' reseiu'; 
and, after finding that tlloy Averc a day too hite, tougliL tlieir way Ihroiigli Iho 
ho,stile Persiaii.s, and succeeded in I'eaching tlndr own eomilr)' Aluiied Khan 
iiumediatolj^ declared luiu.seH” independenL, <'liiuigi‘il th(‘ nami' ol his Irilie iioni 
Alidaloc to J)ooi'aiU'e, and liefore u V''"' ela[>i’ed was clowned hing at Kandahar. 
Ere long IJalkh, dcinde, t'ashineie. and other provinees, a.ckuowdedged liis sway, 
llis auiliition svas not yet satisliisl, and lie hioked round for new fields of eon- 
(jiiest, iJoth the AW'st and east lay hel'oi'e lilni, hut various reasons indnei'd hini 
to prefer the latter. 'I'lic left hank of the Indus wsis ali'eady in his pownsg and 
among other teinjitations to ero,ss tin's i-iver and eoimiu'iiee an Indian eamjiaign, 
Avas the I'aet tliat a eiAul war Avas raging' in tlu-Ihinjah in eonsequeiieo of ihe 
revolt of its Mogul governor. Tattle oiijiosition Avas made; and Aliiiu'd, allm- 
e.apturiug many towu.s, iudinling- hahore, the eapital, arriveil at the Kutlej. 
Oil the other ,sido lay a, Mog-ul army, coiuinanded hy I’riuei' Ahmed, the heir 
apparent, and Kamr u-diu Khan, the vizier. Tlio Alidiilee f'oree, though not 
umstering lil,()00 lucti, crossed the river liy seiecting' a spot whieli, I’roiu no(j 
being fordable, Avas not Avatched; and, hasteuing on to riirhlnd, made a rii'h 
capture of .storos and baggage. ^I’lii.s liold moA'enn'nt .so ini.iniida.ted tlu' Moguls, 
that uotAvitlistanding their supm-iority in numbers, they .stood on the del’ensiv(‘, 
and even formed an entreuehed earn]). 'I’bis oour.se, dietahsl by oxeiASsiAm 
timidity, was the wi.sest whieli they eoxdd ha.ve pursued. Tim Doorauei'S had iio 
alternative but to retreat, or hazard a battle imdev the most disadAuiutageous 
circunistance,s, d'liey cho,se tlio latter and sn,stained a ded'eat, but took advan¬ 
tage of th(' night to e.seape. 

The Mogul vizier had fallen, and the. Mogul ])rinc(' wnis prevented from 
following up his victory. Ivy the intelligenee that tlio sueec.ssioii to the crown 
had opened to him hy the ileath of his father in April, 174H. Mahome.d Shah 
thus ended a reign, roniarkahlo only for its lengl.h, during a most disastrous 
period. Prince Ahmed, lionceforth known by the title of Ahmed vShali, imme¬ 
diately repaired to Delhi; and ids Afghan namesake, now distingm'shi-d from 
him by the name of Ahmed Shah Dooranee,, instead of continuing hi.s retreat, 
stopped .short, and did not quit the Punjab till ho had made it tributa.vy. This, 
hoAvever, did not .satisfy liini After a short aiisence he returned, and insisted 
on a forinai c(’s,sion of tlie Avholo proAuneo. As he Avas a,hie to take it by ftii'ce, 
it Avas deemed good policy to make a merit of rmce.s.sity, and give him all h(' 
Slaked. This conce.s,siou nm,y ,s('rvo f,o chai'ae.terizo Ahme.d vShtiliis .short suid 
inglorious reign The office of vizier, first offered to Nizam-ul-Moolk, Avlio 
declined it, and died almo.st immediately al'tor, In i74iS, was eoidbrred on 
Sufdcr Jimg, who had snoeceded his fatiier, iSaadut Khan, ns governor of Oudo, 
He soon gave proof of Ids nnftfcness, liy undertidcittg an expedition against the 
Koliflas, and so mi,smanaging ib as to allow thewi to penetrate to Allahabad, 
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and scL fclic whole Mog'ul power at deliaiiee. Tii fclii.s ciiiergeiLcy lie could devific 
no heLler reiiiedy Lhaii to call hi tlie aid of tlie MalmiLias, who indeed drove 
out the Rohillas, liut coiii])CUKabod tlioinsedvcH l»_y CKtaLliahing a right to levy 
ilio clioiifc over all the territory that they coiKpiered. Alter a course of intrigue 
and oriiiie, Sufder Jang was .supplanted in the royal (iivumi' by (lliazi-u-diii, one 
of Nizani-nl-Moollc’.s grandsons, an nniaincipled youth fannliar with perildy 
and murder. Like Snliler he employed the Mahrattas to extrieale Ininscli' from 
(liliioulLie.s, and nltimately .sueeooded by tlu'so moans, in July, l7o-l, in ,seizing 
tlie [lersou of hi.s sovereign, Ahmed Shah, and raising to the (hroiiu a young 
jirince. of the lilootl, who assumed the title of Almnge('r. 

Aliimgeer—or, as he is often called, Ahmigeer 11., to distingui.sh him from 
Annmgzobe, who used the same title in all regular documents—nsnally clo.se.s 
the list of Mogid .sovereigns who actually laJd the reins of government. lAir 
this reiiHOJi, more tliau any other, ho is entitled to a hrief notice. When ho 
was raised to the throne, Solder Jniig was .still uominally vizier. On hi.s 
death, winch hapjamed .soon after, Jio wa.s suceoedis) by lii.s .son Sliuja-u-Jlon'lah 
in the goveruinent of Oude, but tlu' viziership was iiiuiiediately appro[)i'iated by 
'Ohazi-u-diu, undei' whu.se luisinuiag-enumt uotiung but additional contiiKiou and 
dlsastiir could be anticipated, lly treacherunsly seizing the inl'anb snceossor of 
the govm'Jio)' of the l’uiija.l), whom Ahmed Shall Doonsneo liad a[>])ointed, lie 
j)i'ovok(‘d the veugisinee of this I'ormldahle foe, who, liaving eiussed the Indu.s, 
did not halt till he had made himself master of Ddiii, and iidlieted on l,hi,s ill- 
fated city a. renewal of the calamities whieh ithadsuirered from Madir Sliali. So 
low liad the anthorlty of tlie sovereign now Jalhm, that Almngeer is said to luive 
hesought Ahmed not to leave Itim to the mercy of his vizier Accordingly, on 
dejiartiug, he. endeavoured to provide, a kind of connlerpoi.se Ily giving the 
command of the army to an ahle RoUilla. chief of the name of Najih-u-l)owlah. 
I'lhazi-u-diu only waited till Ahmed wa.s out of India, and then endeavoured to 
,Hct INiijib aside, in order to make way for oncof lii.s own creatnre.s. Meeting with 
a resistance wIiicK he was unable, to overcome, ho again t'alled in the aid of tlie 
Mahrattas, wdio ndvaueed from Malwah under Uagoha, the. .seemul sou of Bajee 
Ilao, entered Delhi, and after spending a mouth iu the aiego of the fortilie.d 
palace, eompellcd Ahmigeer to reinstate (Jliny.i-ji-diu in till his former authority. 

As usual, the Mahrattas took good care to ho fully compensated fur their' 
service. Feeling that uo effectual resi.stauco could ho olferod, they set no limits 
to their nmliitiou, and openly talked of exteiiding their conque.sts over the whok' 
of irmdoo.stan. The Punjab first attracted their attention, andflagoha, Imrning 
that it was feebly governed by TimouD-, a son nf Alinmcl Bhah Doorance, marched 
at tmeo to Lahore, gained ]:ios.se.SHion of it in May, 17uH, end coutiriuing liis 
triumpliant carei'r, ,so iutimitlafced the DooranecH, that they retired Iieyond the 
Indus witlmut r-i,sking a battle. The Maliratfctis next engaged in a similar 
attempt to snlijugate Oude, hut were met with spirit hy ShuJa-a-Dowlali, who, 
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ill leaiiiie “svitli the Ilohillas, inflicted a severe on an isolated detachiiient, 
and drove it across the Gange.s. Datajee Scindia, the Alaliratta in coimnand ot 
the niiiiii hody, deemed it ex[)eflient to come to terms, and a kind ol jieace, not 
intended to he long kept, was patched up 

One main inducenient to the peace was the riiinourt'd a|)])i'oach ot Alnni'd 
Sludi Dooranee. 'When his son Tinioiir airived from the Punjab, ho was en¬ 
gaged in &up})re^sing’ a revolt among the Celoiichees Hus delayed him till 
September, IToh. when he coininenced a new Indian campcaign by crossing 
the Indus at Peshawer, and continuing his coin&e to 8 aharun[) 0 ur, at some dis¬ 
tance beyond the loft bank of the Jumna. While he Avas tlm.g arlvaiioing, 
Ghazi-u-din—remeinbcring how Almugeer had foiinerly obtained the protecLioii 
of Ahmed, ami nearly .sneeoeded in expeUmg him from his viziership—^was doiev- 
niined not again to run a .similar risk, and followed the course which his cruel 
and perfidious nature dictated, by causing the luibappy monarch t,o l)p assas¬ 
sinate! I in Noveinher, IJot). Shah Alum, the heir miparent, was then absent in 
liengid, and tbe new jirince Avhom Gliazi-n-din seated on the throne was never 
recognized, There was thus no ostensihio sovereign at Delhi; tlie llogui empire 
had ceased to exist. 

When the ilognl empire was extinguished, the general expectation was tliat 
a Maliratta empire would immediately arise on its iTiins. Origiindly conlined 
to a liuiiteii district in tlie Deccan, tlic Malivattns laid e.stahli.slied their ascen¬ 
dency in every [lart of India, poa.seasing immense tract.s of territory in ab.soiute 
I'iglit, and levj'ing lieavy triimte from nearly tlie whole of tlie remainder. One 
great ohstacle to the establi.slmient oi'a consolidated Alaliratta empire liad bec-n 
disunion among the meinbe 3 '.s eoiupofting its confeileracy. Salio, its uominal 
lieaii, laid been deprived of all real power by the Peisliwa Latterly, Indeed, 
he wa.s unfit for government, and died in a .state of iniheeility, in 1711). This 
event led to new coinplieations, which were not avimigcd until many of the 
chiefs had aapiired a kind of independence and hecomo the foumler.s of 
minor djma.stie.s. ^.kmong th(‘ more conspicuous of these ivere Potajee Guicowar 
in Gujerat, Mulliai' Ilao Holkar, and Datajee iScindia, who, by obtaining an 
assignment to iit-arly the whole revenues of Mulwah, .secured the dominions which 
.still hear tlieir name ami .are po.ssc.ssed by tlicir descendants. Other chiefs who 
have not left such permanent trace.s of their authority were equally powerful. 
Eagojee Bo.sla and Ragoba have been already mentioned. Another, Sedashao 
Rao Bhao, or simply “the Bhao,” a cousin of the rBi,shwa Balajee, possessed 
great inliiicnee, but had been contented, while the other chiefs were pur,su¬ 
ing distant compiests, to remain in the Deccan as home minister and com- 
mander-in-chief. Ho was acting in this capacitj' when Ragoba returned iroin 
his campaign in the Punjab. His success had not been obtained wiihqut a 
very heavy outlay, and the Bhao, on learning that, iirstcad of bringing any 
sum into the treasury, he, had made it liable to a debt of nearly Xl,000,000 
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fL limp, expiessed Lis (Lssatisfcittion so stioiiyly, that llapoba was pKjucd, ami \ n jT'iri 
lold him he had ladtei conduct the mxt expedition himself The Bliao, eiaicJ 
liy some leccnfc successes wliidi liad somewiiat lueieased the Mahiaita tiiiilmy, 
and adtled laigt'ly to its levtiine, was not disiuLlincd to avail ImiisiH of an 
oppoitumt}'of anpiiiiiig iicov distinction Tieating Ecaeoha s taunt as if it had 
heeii a seiioiis proposal, he exchanged situations with him, and assumed the 
chief command in Hmdoostan 

Tlie only foimidahle enemy wdioin the Malirattas had now to eiicoiiuter was Dicriuj 
in the field Ahmed Shah Dooiaiiee, attei iicaily' amiihilating two sejiaiati' nnintin!'^ 
iMaluatta detachments, the one commanded hy Ilollcaraiid the othei hy Scindia, 
had taken up a position at Anopsheher, situated on the right hank of the * 
flanges, sen eiity-thioe miles south-east of Delhi The Dhao, iiceomiianied hy^ 

Wiswas Eao, the ymuthful son and 
lieir of the Peishsva, and the leading 
Mahiatta chiefs, adcaiiced at the 

head of a numerous host, without ^ ‘ 

eneouiiteiing seiiuus opposition, and ^ vD 

ha’ving gained poisessiou of the 

capital, disgiaced himself hympaclty. ~_ 

ralaces, toinhs, and sluuies woie f* 

defaced for the sake of then ilcli ^ 

ornaments, and the .silver ceiling of m] jl 

the hall of audience torn down was Lj Ip, i| \ m ff , 

coined into Aipees to the Hiriouut, it J 

the EohilJa^, and rather Inkewaimly 

by Shuja-u-Dovvlah, govwaor of ' 

^ 1 ,T Ml- 1 1 HounvMrs—Prom Lhiliin&iDiu h Caliool 

Oiirle^ wiio woi-iitl ■wuliiigly liavo 

reiniiiaed iieutial, and afterwai'ds made the most of the event hy t.iking pint 
with the winning side. As the contest, however, had assumed a ndigion.s 
aspect, the Hindoos being laiiged on one .side and Mahoiriotaus on the other, 
he found it im}KJSsihle to withhold his aid fioin Ahmed, who was considered as 
the repiescsitative of the latter 

Ahmed, as soon as the rains permitted him to move, hastened to the Jumna, Thoiovo 

• XTIIDPI 

■with the view^ of relieving a fort on its banks to which the Malrrattas had laid 
siege. He ariived only in time to leain that it had fidlen, but showed .such 
desperate deteiniiuation, hy effecting a passage of the river more by swimming 
than forcUug, that his eneime.s were intimidated and cli'Q-w off to Paniput Here 
fclie Elmo encamped with an army conbi.sting of 70,000 cavalry and lo.OOO 
iiff’antry, of whom 9000 were disciplined sepoys. In achULion to these were 
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jji'udafcoiy aud other foliowern to tlio miiiiher ot 200,(hlO- in artillery, an arm 
of war which the lilahrattas had at last Icauicd to pj'ize, he was ainjily ])rovided, 
and was ahle, after surrouiidino' liis cam]) with a hroad and dee]) ditch, to inonnt 
200 gnus for its defeno'. Aliincd’s iinay consisted of ahout 40,000 Afghans and 
Por.^ians, and .50,000 Indians, of whom 1:3,00() were cavalry. The arniie.s were thns 
nrit 11 nfjiirly matched. In res])ect of available troo]).s tliey'were neaily (ayial, 
while at the saiin; time each lahonred muler a great disadviintage—the liliao, in 
the excessive number of followers, who, without adding to bis .sti-ength, ham]jcred 
his movements and consumed his ])rovisions; and Ahmed, in an aitillei'y so 
defective that it barelj^ mustered thirty ])ieces of various calibre, aud, furnishing 
no ju'opcr meiiiis of attack, com])e]led him to imitate the llhao's exaui]ile, and 
remain on the defcn.sive. 

Under sucli circumstances, time rjithor than ])r()wes,s was to decide the 
struggle; for neither leader felt dis])Osed to force on an iictioii so long a,s he could 
obtain subsistence for his army from the surrounding country. At this mode of 
warfiire the Mahrattas could not easily be surj)as,scd, aud their foraging jiiivties at 
first found no dillieulty in bringing in ahuudaub su])plie,s. Gradually, however, 
the Uooraueea, by the rapidity aud boldness of tbeir movements, made foraging so 
dangerous, that the Bhao, threatened with fiimiiie, ,saw the peril of his position, 
and attem])ted to e.scape from it by proposing negotiation. Ahmed, whoso 
sup]ilie.s had also begun to fail, was urged by his Indian allies to eome to terms 
or risk a decisive action; hut his constant an.swcr was—“This is a luiitter of war 
witli which you a-re nob aopiaiiited. In other affairs do as yon jilease, hut 
leai'o tlii.s to me.” Ho was awai-e of the straits to which his enemies wore 
reilucod; and, even after tliey had begun in a kind of flcs])cratian to make 
vigorous attacks u]ion his line.s, .seemed more inclined than ever to confine 
himself to skirmishing, in which he usually hail ihe advantage. He was well 
aware of ihe crisis which was ap]iroaehing, iinJ fully ]'ire])ared to ])rofit by it. 
The Bhao’s supplies were completely exhausted; andid'tm a la.st effort at foraging 
Avhich jiroved utterly unavailing, becoming convinced that he could no longei- 
maintiiin hia position, he yielded to the ingency of his soldiers, <and, with imiiiy 
]irogiiostications of disaster, issued orders for a general attack. It Wiis made 
with the utmost impetuosity, and .so long as it was directed against the Rohillas 
and other Indian allies of Ahmed, seemed irresi.stible. The Doorauee eliief 
endeavoured to rally the fugitive,s, but finding it impossiljle, ordered hrs own 
men to advance. This at ouco clauiged the fortune of the day. By a dexterous 
movement, while the main liody attacked in front, a division wheeled round to 
® the flank, and the whole iMalu’atta arm}'-, panic-,struck by this double on,«t, turned 
their hacks and fled As no quarter was given, the slaughter was fearful. 
About 200,000 are said to have fallen. Among the slain wore the Peishwabs 
son Wiswas Bao, the Bhao, recognized only by what was sn]>posed to be. bi,s 
headless trunk, and many other great Mahratta chiefs. The dream of a Mali- 
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rafcla empire had vanished The wrerk ef the annj, ahaiidoning the aeqiiisitioiis 
made in niudoostaii, retired beyond the JS'eibudda, Llio Peishwa, slmttiiig him¬ 
self rrp in a t(‘niple near Pooiiah, died of a Irrokeii heart, and tlie whole nation 
snnk in grief and des[i()HdeiiC 7 , became as it were paralyzed 

Strange to say, Alnneddidnot imrlibmneh liy his\dLto]y, for tlu' Mahoinetiin 
confederacy which he had formed having lircikeii rip, he ([uittod India, and never 
returned to t.iko any share in its affairs Tlie only two powers which then 
Hoemed capahle of wielding the .sceptre, ndiieli had lieeii rprestod from the hands 
of tlie j^lognl, having thns heeir providentially removed, the work of eompresb 
passed to other hands The tw'o nrost powei’ful natiorrs of Europe, after they 
had long heerr conterrted to piny a sirhordinate part iir the ooirtcst, resolved at List 
to hecoine prineipah, and Franue and Gi’e.it Britain atarted as rival candidates 
for tlie establishmerrt of a new Iirdian empire. The history of this irrcnroiahle 
struggle is now to engage onr attention. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The progress of the Eionoh in Iiulia—War lietweoii Fr.ince and England—Nav.al and rnilit.uy oper.atione 

—1'ho oaptuie of Sladias. 

EOM the first the French. East India Conipanjr, much more nise,>na 
than that of England, was the creature of the .state. All the thorn-nOi 
infiuonce of the crown was employed to obtain suhacribeis to comp^my.'^ 
Uieir funds; and no unimpoitant part of the ofiicial eorreRpon- 
dence of a commercial nature, during the ministry of the cele¬ 
brated Colbert, relate.s to .solicitatioii.s employed for this purpo.se. It is very 
qne.stionable whether the prosperity of the corajiany ovas much promoted by 
this state jiatronage, but there cannot be a doubt that tliey were able in conse¬ 
quence of it to escape many of the dangers which might have beset them at the 
outset, and to start at once a.s a body able not only to repel aggres.sion Tint to 
become aggressive. The alarm wdncli their presence in the East excited in the 
Dutch and English companies must not be ascribed cxclnsivcdy to eommcrcial 
jealousy. As mere traders they could not appear very formidable rivals, lint from 
tbeir clo.se connection with governineni their trade might easily be made .siihser- 
viont to political purposes, and become a dangerous imbrnment of intrigue at the 
native courts In this way Louis XIV., not .satisfied with disturbing the iieace 
of Europe by his ambitious scheme,s, might be tempted to extend them to India, 
and by engaging in wars of conquest make the operations of trade impossible. 
Knowing the character of the French monarch, it was not uncharitable to 
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snspect him of Huch iiitoutlons It imist lie confessed, liowever, that the 
company estalilihlied undej liis anspices continued lor the grcatei' part of a 
century to I'cst satisfied witli comnicj'cial ojierations, and tlu' erc'ctioii ol such 
I'aeturies as seemed necessaiy for conducting them with case and safety. The 
most im[)urtauL of the localities on which tliey had thus fixed wci'c those of 
Chandei-nagore, sitnatisl, like the Dutch fiicLoiy of Cliinsurah, near tlic town of 
Iloughly on the liver of that name in Jiengal, and I’ondichcrry on the Coio- 
mandel co;ist Tlie latter was the scat of government, and had gradnally 
heconie, liy llio regularity of its hnildings and ilie strength of its fortifications, 
woithy of the lionour thus assignicd to it, tliougli, like lladi'a.s and all other 
lilaccs on tlie same coast, it lalionrcd under the great disadvantage of having no 
proiier liarhour. 

In the year 17 f2 tlie ofliee of governor of the French KSettlements in India 
was conferred on Josepli Dupleix. The son of a wealthy farnier-geiuu’al and 
a director of the comjiany, ho had at a compnrativtdy early age ohtaiiietl the 
aiHiniutment of first meinber of comreil at Pondicherry. After ten year’s’,service 
in this cajracity, he wa.s, hr 1730, made head of the factory of Oliairdeniaooi'e. 
Hei'e hj engaging in private trade he accuiunlatorl a large fortune; and at the 
saiue time, hy the ahllity of Ids public management, rose .so liigh in the eorrfi- 
donco of his empioyer.s, that in 17-li2, as ali'eady mentioned, they made 
him governor. Thins recalled to Pondiehei'ry, bo entererl on the duties of his 
new staliou in the [rosse.ssion of very .superior advantages. To natural Liderrts 
of a high order’, he added a thorough acquaintance with tire rnamiers of the 
inhabitants, and with the political CLrcnmstanee.s of the eonntry These 
advantages Loth vanity and arnhition disposed him to improve to the ntinost, 
and he was no sooner installeil in office than he began to entertain schemes with 
a view to the ultimate establishmeirt of French ascendency in the East It rvas 
vain to expect this fr’oin the commercial operations of the company In these 
it had been found impossible to compete snccessfully witli the Briti.sh and the 
Dutch; but another course was .still ojrcn, and Du[ileix was doteriniiied Lo put 
its practicability fairly to the te.st. 

The appraaehing dismemberment of the Mogul enrpir’c was now manifest. 
Its soubahdars or governons rvere almost openly aspirin,g to indcpondonce, and 
even their subordinate deputies, or- nabob.s, were disposed to imitate the. example. 
Tire partie.s thus for'ined were often so equally balanced, that neutrals of corn[rara~ 
tively feehle resorux‘e.s could easily hy tlinnving their weight into one of the 
oppo.siie scales, determine the result. This was the plan on which the governor 
of Pondicheny began to act. In carrying it out he fonird an able coadjutor' in 
his own family. Madame Dupleix, though of European parentage, liad been 
born aiul brought up in India. Many of the native languages were .familiar to 
her, and by giving easy access to the natives enabled her to be the fittest medium 
of communication between them and her husband in any course of intrigue. 
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In this way liis mcasuret) for ei^tonding tlie influence and teniLoiy of the Fieuch a d i74t 
in India were cariied on with equal secrecy and success 

While Dupleix was lerolving plans of agoraiuliseiucnt, and smoothing the Wu ntucai 
wniy for tlie accomplishment fd‘ them, the lelatioiis between Gieat Ihitain and taunna 
Fiance had ceased to he friendl}'-, and the war knomi as that of the Anstiian 
succession was declaied in 1711 The companies on both sides of the Cliannel 
supposed it possible that wailike operations might be excluded fioin the countiies 
lying within the limits of t1ie Indian Ocean, and with this view endeavorned to 
enter into aiiaiigeinents which would have left each as free as before to prosecute 
the Indian ti ade Had the i espec tivc goveiiiments sanctioned the aiiaiigomenis, 
the .singular and not niunstrnctive spectach' might liave been seen of two nations 
Ihdiig peaGofiilly with oacli oilier in one quarter of the glolie while a fierce war 
avas raging between them in all other ipiaiters Hut without such .simctioii the 
projiosed arrangement, Ihoiigh seriously entertained, waia a dream. This seems 
ultimately to have been the conclusiorr of all pai’ties, for it soon appeared that 
at the viay time wlieir the proposal of an Indrair neirtraUty was rmder discussion, 
the French goveriuneiri were' Hecrctl^'- entertaining a project which wa.s to enable 
them, as .soon as war was actrrally declared, to bring an overwlrelming force iirto 
the East, arrd .stiike a blow liy which English iirterests there would he at once 
ararihilatjed 


Thepiojecfc referred to was suggested to the French ministry hy Bernard 
F’rari^ois Malid do la Bourdorruais, usu¬ 
ally designated for hrevity as Lahoru*- 
donnaia He was horn at St Main, 
apparently of hrrnrlile parentage, rir 1 690, 
and wlien oirlj^ ten years of age begair 
life as a sailor, by making a voyage 
to tlio Pacific. During a second voyage, 
made in 1713, to the East Indies, he 
enrploj'ed hi.s leisure in .studying niatlie- 
iiialicH, urrder a Jesuit who happened to 
ho on hoard, and kindly undertook to 
give him le,s.soir.s After other two voy 
ages, one to tlie North and the otlier to 
the Levant, he in 1719 entered the 

. „ ^ T- T Labouuisonj<aI 5—lAomapnjii by\aii Vaiigahaty, ITtb 

►service oi ciie iiast India Company as 

.second lieutenant, and had become aecorrd captain in 1724, when he took part Emiy corew 
in an expedition to the Malabar coast, for the pririro.se of relieving the settle- donn.«s. 
merit of Alalid, which had for a eonsiclerahle time been .suffering .severely 
from a blockade by the iiative.s. Tire success of the expedition wa,s mainly 
owing to his ability; hut from some cause not explained, he shortly after 
quitted the company’s service and engaged in commerce, making several suc- 
Yol, I. 53 
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j\D iT'is cehsM voyfioes, from Pundiolicr] 3 ^ to Bengal, and to Mocha, in the Red Sea 
In the latter locality ho employed his influence in reconciling a serious dilTeronco 
which had arisen hetweeii the Aiahs and tlie Portuguese. Ills cmuluct in 
this matter was gratefully' rcmemlicred b_y tlio viceroy'' at Goa, A\ho, ou a A'isit 
which Laljouidouuaib ]);ud lo (hat ca])ital, made him such tem|)Liug offers 
that he was induced to enter the service of Poitugal Tlie ohjc'ot intended at 
the time was an expedition to JMomhas, ou the cast coast of Mrica; hut iliit, 
liaA'lng heeu ahandoiied, lie did nut (iad the scope fur his talents which he laid 
antici])atcd, and returned to Fiance in I'Zdo The folhnving year he ohtimicd 
the impoit.mt ,i]ipointm'>ut of goveiaior of the Mamitius, or tlie Isle of Fianci', 
and the Isle of Bonrhon sitnaced in the Iiuliau (Jeoan to the cast of Mada¬ 
gascar. 'llieso iJes Iiad. (snly hceoino knoAvm to tlio Portuguo.se, ami Averc at a, 
Liter peiiod frequented hy' the JJnlch, Avdio gave one of them its name of 
Mamitius in honour of Prince Mam-ice of Nassau; but their importance as inter¬ 
mediate stations for ships sailing to the East had heen first discerned by the 
French, who had regularly colonized them, and placed them under a distinct 
governor 

Liijmir \Vlien Lahourdonunis arrived at hi.s g'overuiuput in P7S5 lie found every- 

r.'rmniBrtt thing in confusion ddie two islands hud sejiaiate councils, Avhich, clniiuing 
rimfo" e(]ual juiisdiction, Avere constantly disputing as to the extent of their poAver,s ; 
abuses of every kind prevailed, and the capahilities of the soil remained almost 
totally undevelojied The ugav goA’-eriiur at once saAv the gTeatness and 
diiticulty of the task Avliich lay before him, and iiumediately^ commenced it Avith 
characteristic energy. Ere long the face of matters was completely' changed. 
The kinds of cnlth-ation best adajited for each island were npiidly extended ; 
ncAT towns and AuUage.s aro.s('., harliuuia capable not only of supplying tlio wauhs 
of couuuci'ce, but of fuinishmg a rendezvous for sbijis of Avar, Avere constructed 
and furti-fied; and, govennnent no longer hampered hy' the scllish aims and 
unseemly quarrels of those AAdio admiiii.stered it, became regular ami cffi^clive. 
In carrydng on this work of refoiin Labourdounais often encountered an 
opposition wdiich obliged htiu to .stretch his poAvor.s to tlicA utmost, and jiorhap.s 
oc-casionally' to exceed them. Those who had profited by abuses wore uuturally' 
hostile to the rcinovid of them, while many from mere natural indolence 'were 
iudi.sposed to great and sndden changes, even -when they' could not deny' them 
to he inipro\''cincnt.s. A spirit of hostility Aviis thiiri engendered, and conlinued 
to manifest itself by murmur, complaint, and misrepre.sentatioii. These, though 
probably loudest hi tlie islands, were not so effective there as in France, where, 
the facts being imperfectly' knoum, were easily distorted. The couserpicnce 
His aim wif-Avaa, that Avhile Labourdounais was labouring with the utmost zeal aud disin- 
m teafte. tereSuecltie.'^s for tlie public good, lie wan generally stigmatized among liis coun- 
trynneu as little better than a selfish and capricious tyi’ant, He appears not to 
have heen aAvare of the amount of prejudice which had been rai,sed against 
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liim till 1710, when, liaving visited Europe in coiifeerpiciice of tlie death of Ids ad uu 
svife, he had £uu[)le proof of the liittei'iiesy and un.scrnpulousuesb with vbieh ho 
was piu'sucd liy his oueiuios 

Lal)ourdomiais i(jok iiiiinediate sti'ps to set liim.'iolf light witli th(' uiinistry, Laioiii- 
tho direetor.s of Uie eompauy, and the pnijlh; at large, and suueeodcd ,sn well that 
not only was his resignation refused, hut new and iiiiporiaiit powcia were cum- 
niitted to him. lu tiie iutorvieWK whieli he had with Cardinal Fleury and the 
otlier nieinhers cif the Fi’encli cahinet, he did not rest satisfied wdth cvculpatiiig 
himself from ah.siml eliai'ges, hut gave a full expo.sition of his vic'w.s as to the 
course of })olicy which oiiglifc to he pursued iii the East. Assuming that Eranee 
and Great Jliitaiii were al)Out to lac at oj)eii war, he endeavoured to .show that 
the niaiiiteuauce of peace- between the two East India Coinj)anie,s was impolitic 
if not impossihlo, and that no time should he lost in ])rovi<liug a fleet, avhich, 
cruising in the ludiiui Ocean, might he ready the moment war 'was clcelarod to 
establish a coui}»lt‘to siipreuiacy. iSo satisficil was he of tlie valuable priKts 
which mig’ht he made Ijy preying o!i tlie English company, that he offered to 
form a private a-sociatioii, which would fit out a iiumhcr of armed vessels at its 
own ex[ierise, and be contented ■with the profits which might be realized by 
privateering-. 

The Ercuch govenuiiont refused to sanction thepiivate scheme, hut resolved lui cYiicai- 
to ofi'ect the same object by means of an cxjiedition consisting of vessels belong- tait. 
ing partly to the n.ivy and partly to tlu' East India Company. The command 
was given to Lahonrdounai.s, who set sail 5th April, 1711, for the Isle of France. 

Ills fleet was neither so numerou,s nor so well eipupped as he had anticipated, 
but he was full of re.sources in him,self, aud possessed such a knowleilge of naval 
and military affair.s as enabled him to rejiair the defects of the ships and give 
the necessaiy training to the crexv,s and soldiers. Ills object was to he ready us 
.soon as the declaration of war .should reach him to .strilce tlie meditated blow. 

In the meantime he hastened to Pondicherry, which wuis .said to be threatened 
by the Mahrattas; and on learning that the danger had blown past, proceeded 
to tlie Malaltar coast, wliere Alabd was once more indebted to him for deliverance 
from a, formidable attack of the natives. On again arriving at the Isle of France, 
in 1712, he met \sdth a bitter di.sappointmeut. The directors of the French 
Ea.st India Company had been somewhat cavalierly treated by the govern¬ 
ment, who bail made all their arrangements with Lahourdonnai,s Avithout giving 
them any proper share in their deliberations. Tlieir consent to his expedition 
being therefore rather forced than, voluntaiy, they wem more disposed to frustrate 
than to forward it. Accordingly, .still di-eaming- of a possible neutrality botAveen 
the companies, they easily found a pretext for issuingf jierernptory orders for the 
return of their ve.ssels to France. Lahourdonnais did not veuiiu’e to disobey, 
and thus saAV himself deprived of thfi main part of Ms fleet at the Amry time 
ArFen tire period for action was to all appearance about to a.rrive. His first 
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j\ D 17K. feeling' was again Lo teiidei* liiw resiguatiou; 1)iit a coiiiiunnication IVom iiio 
French luiiiistci' approving of IiF past conduct, and poLiituig to higher promo¬ 
tion, induced liiiu to remain at his po.st, ami niiike now (tfoi Ls to aHSeuihle a 
force whicli niiglit }'et enable him to execute his original project. He was thus 
employed when the war was openly declared 
jUrmiof The Fritish government, rvcll aware ot what was intended by France, had 
Bqii.idiun nut omitted to make the lU'cessary prepaiations. A lli'itish s(|nadion, com¬ 
manded hy Oommodoi-e Barnet, and consisting of two ships of sixtyy one of 
fifty, and a frigate of twenty gim.s, a})pcarcd opportunely in the eastern .seas, 
At first it ciuised in two divisions, in the Btraits of Sunda and of Malacea, and 
made several valualile French prizes One of the vessels taken was immediately 
rendered available by being converted into a forty-gun ship, bcaiing the name 
of tho Medwaij’s Frizc The ,S(piadron having left the stmits, arrived on the 
Ooromatidel coast for the first time in J uly, 17 to. At this time the French had 
no tle(k on the coast, and Pondicherry with its fortificatious in an iiufiuislicd 
state had a garrison ol'ouly^ -Hlfi Europeans. It promised to be an eas_p capture, 
l.)ut was saved by the dexterity of Du[)lcix, -who, awaj'c that forco would not 
avail him, had recourse to diplomacy. Pondichenyy though really independent, 
belonged nomiually to the nabob,si up of Aivot. Tins fact was turnuil to good 
iiccount by the Froncli governor, who, by flattering the pride of tho nabolj, and 
claiming his protection, induced him to intimate to the govornov and comrcll 
of Madras, that any attempt by land on the French .settlement.s in Arcot would 
be treated a.s an act of lurstility against himself. It was ropii'c.seiite(l to him in 
repl}^, that the commander of the squadi'on, holding bis commission dii'ectly’’from 
the King of Great Britain, -^vas independent of the Company; but be could nut, 
or ■would not miderstaiid the distinction, and only answered, that if his intima¬ 
tion was disregarded bo 'would bold the Com[iany re.sponsible for tho coirse- 
cpiences. The tune had not yet ariivcd for treating such menaces vdth defiance; 
and therefore, on an assurance from tlu' naljob tliat ho woid<l deal hupariially 
between the companies, and issue a similar prohibition to the b’rcuch, in the 
event of anj^ meditated attack on the English setilemeuf.s, Commodore Bai'ncL, 
at the earnest entreaty of the government of Macb'tus, abandoned all idea of laud 
operations, an<l, after making a few additional prizes in the Baj^ of Bengal, 
retired for slieiter (liu'ino- the rnon.soon to the island of Mergui 03i the eastern 
shore. In the beginning of 171*0 the sfpiadi'on returned to the Coromaiidol 
coast, and wuis reinforced from England by Uvo ships of fifty and a frigate of 
twenty guns. This, however, diil not make jnucli addition to ite ab,solute 
strength, as one of the sixty-gim slnp.s having become unfit for action was sent 
home, and along with it the original frigate. 

English squfwlron, confined by the agreement whicli had been made with 
iheBritwii tile uabob to operations at sea, was unable to effect an'vtbing of coiiscquenee, 
ijq.i}.idronB. coTitiTiuiug ^ cruiss ^6^01*0.6(1 ouly Dj a fow ptiltiy ]:>ri2es, "wliou intelli- 
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yence arrived that Lahourdomiairi had at last eili-cfced liia olijcct and hailed for ad. irir.. 
India witli a fleet which iiiiylit he exiieeted to put IJiiti^h pl•o^veflS to the tcht. 

At this critical nioiueiit Coiniuodorc Jianiet died at Idut 8t. iJavid, and way 
succeeded ]iy Captain Pej’ton, vvdio was his second in eouimaiid, and eery iin- 
jierfectly supplied Ids place. The S(piadron.s tiist came in .sight of each (dlieron 
the 25th of June, wlien the Englidi were cnnsiiig^ on the Coruiuandel coast imw 
hvegapatam. The Fi'eueh fleet consisted of nine sldp.s, the largest of \rliich, 
mounting seventy guns, of rvliieh sixty were cig’hteen-poniider.s, carried Lahom- 
tlonnai.s’ flag. Tins re.st of the .ships wore of much .smaller si^e and liglittr 
metal, and carried as follow.s:—one, thii-ty-.six; throe, thirty-four; one, thiiiy; 
two, twcrity-eigliL; mid one, twenty-six gnn.s; almost all twelve and eight 
|)(aiuder.s. The.sc ships, however, were nuicli larger than tlie number of their 
guns indicates, as Lahourdunnais, iifter exerting liiniself to the ntiuost nnder 
very uufavourahle circu)nstauco.s, had heennnahleto give them their full comide- 
inent. On the other liand they carried move, than tlie usual complement of men, 
having on hoard dSOO. Of these 700 were AiVican.s or La.scars, and ahouL OOO 
unfit for duty from siclaiess. Tiio riiigiish had not above half tho number of 
men; but, uulike tlie majority of tlie French, they were well disci]dined; they 
had also fewer gnus, Init more than made uj) for the deficiency liy KU])CTioi‘ 
weight. 

All things considered, the English sipiadrou iiad thus decidedly the advan- riu.mmtci 
tago. So conscious, indeed, was Laiiouvdouuais of Ids inferioiity in real nnval utuaiiiom 
strength, that his great ohject was to couio as speedily a.s possible to close 
i]uartors, and turn his .superiority in the. nuinher of men to account hy having 
recourse to hoarding. .In this object he was battled hy tin; English, who,se ve,sse]H, 
be.sicle,s .sidling and raaiuKevriiig better tluiu Id.s, had tlie advantage of the wind, 
and .saecceded in frustrating ail the cfforl,s of Lahourdonnats to deprive them of 
it. Fx’om the long time .spent by the one [larty in making iind the other in coiin- 
ieractiug the.se eirorts, the fight did not commence till four in the afternooji. 

Owing to the di.stance maintained, it wa.salino.st onthely confined to the cannon, 
and lasted till nightfall without any decisive results. When the combatants 
.separated, it was appa.rently witli the intention of renewing the engagement on 
the following day^, hut Peyton, after obtaining' the sanction of a council of war, 
deenicrl it iii-udcut to sheer off, and virtually acknowledging a defeat, without 
having actually .sustained it, made the best of his way to Trincomalee in 
Ceylon. The only reason assigned wa.s the leaky condition of the .sixty- 
gun ship. 

Labour'donnais, who wa.s waiting to resrmic the fight, was astonished, when caoiiiesa 

® . l:atn-een 

the morning dawned, to find that he had already gained the victory. He could i)iii.nix.iiui 
not pmrsue, as the wind was against him; and, in fact, though he speaks with uat. 
regret of the enemy having escaped Ifim, was not at ail displeased -with theii’ 
departure, ina,smucli as his loss had been more severe tliah theirs, and both the 
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state of his ships iiDil wiiut of provisions must have euiiipi‘]led Jiiiu spee(li]_y to 
retire. Tliaukmg his good fortune, Iio steered diiectly for Pondichciry, Innne- 
diately on his aiii'.al, his reee[itiou hy the go\eruor convinced liini that he had 
little to ex[)eft fi'oni his eo-opeiatioii J)ii[)lei.\, whoso vanity and aiuldtioii svere 
still ore,iter than his hileiits, could not toiice.il his jealousy of Tj,dim:udonuiiis 
Ke saw in him the person who, iu tlie c\ent of anything hefilliug himself, war- 
destined bo he his suceesSoi, and he was nun tided to tlnd Lli,it an e.\p(‘(lition, 
destined to act w'ithiu the limits of what he conceived to he his exelusi\e jniis- 
dietiou, liad beeupLued he^mnd his conliol, the only instvnetions given him 
heiiig to assist it with his advice and sccoiul it svith his oifoils. The feelings 
wdiieli r.iiikled in his mind, se.iuely disguised at the fii d, Avere soon o[>cnly 
manifested, and led eventually lo a eoimse of ]iiooecdings Avlnch mined linth 
Lahonrdouuais and liujileiv, saeiiheed the hheneh interests in India, and saved 
tlio.se of Great JJiilain lioni impending destrnetion 

After a short and unsatisfactory consult,ition, iuAviuch the only point settled 
Avas, that L,ihourdouiuus’ tinst endeavour must ho to clear tliu coast of tlio 
English srpiadron, he set sail wdth that vieAV, and had the satisfaction to leam 
that the danger .apprehonded from it Ava.s groundless. Judging by what the 
English eominander ought to haAm doin-, he naturally e.vpeeled that lie avouU 
soon reajipeav, and OA'en though too cautions or coAvavdly to lisk a genoial 
action, Avould keep hoveriug on the coast, so as to kco]) u]) a constant alarm, and 
make it most hazardous, if not impossible, for the Ereuch to disembark their 
tioops for the jiurpose of making ,au attiuupt upon Madras Thi.s Avas visibly 
the great object new in contemplation, and to prevent the csccntion of it thii 
coiumander of the Eritisli fleet ought to have dcAmtcd his utmost efforts. After 
spi'uding a month at Trineomalee he did make his appearance, but it was oul} 
to repeat his former procedure, and saAm himself by flight, liecanso he had dis¬ 
covered or imagined, that Avdiile LLs foice remaineil the s.ime, that of the eiiemj^ 
had been augineiiLed by additional gams procured at Poudielierry. 

CoiiA’inced that he had nothing to fear from the Engli.sh scpiadron, Lahour- 
donnais retmned to Pondicherry, .and began to prepare in earnest for the siege of 
Miwlras, It Avas a jirize wortli lighting for, and to all appearance might bo 
gained AAdtlunit much strug-gle. Within the territory belonging to it, and form- 
iug a tract Avliich stretched about Aa'c mile.s along the coast and one mile 
inland, a population of 250,000 had been gathered, but neaily the AA'hole of it 
consisted of natives, by AAdiom it w.as kiiovA'n that no resistance Avouki be offered, 
Macb’aa itself consisted of three diAdsions. Farthest .nortli wms an inunensc 
assemblage of huts, Iniddlecl together Avitliout any order, and occupied entirely 
by the loAvesl classes of natives; immediately adjoining- thi.s suburb, on the south, 
Avas what AVfis called the Black Town, containing many good houses, Ayhich 
belonged to Indian and Armenian merehants, and surrounded by a wall of ,so 
little height and strength as to be almost useless for defence; south of this lay 
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tlif to^\ n prupei, oi Foit St (ieuige It fdiiued j pai.illelogi.nu aljout lOO jaid', 
lojig tioiu nuitU to south and 100 j-ukK bioad It \\as melused by a sleiidei 
^Vril] ,md (lefei)ded liy Ibiir bastions .ind l/attonos of dpitctz\( colJ^tulctlOP 
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Tlu'ip weiti no oiilwoiks Wltbiii the mclosuie weie an English and a J’omaii 
Ciitholio chuu'h, the factoiy aud buildings conneett d ilh it, and about fifty 
good liuuses, occupied by English, or other Einopcans under their piotection 
'I'heii wliule mind an did not exceed 300 Of these 200 lueie the soldieis of the 
gaiiibon Few of the coiiiiuoii men and only two oi ilnee of the ufRceis hud 
over seen service 

As the danger which threatened tiie settloineut must have been foreseen, it is 
impossililc to exculpate the authoiities fiom the chaige of gaoss negligence in 
not providing bettor against it If they trusted to the jJroniise of tlie nabnh to 
iuteifere for their protection, as he liad for that of the Fiemli, they svero soon 
made aware of tlie folly of leaning on such a laokiu reed Tlieir a])plication to 
him was diarcgaided, either because Enpleix liad pieAUonsh' gained his ear, or 
they Avero too parsimonious to make a liberal use of the only means whicli could 
liaAT rendered it eflectual, and Laliotu’donnais, after completing his jiuparations 
Avitiiont intormpiion, cast aucliov on the Hth of rieptornbe r, about fnui leagues 
south of Jladias Avith nine ships ami two homh-Au-s'-cIs On board Aveie 2900 
European mariners and soldieis, 100 Africans, 400 Indian natives, and all the 
artillery and .stores neces&ary for the siege The soldieivS being iuiinediatcly 
landed began to adAmneo along the shore, AAdiile tliu fleet i»ioeeeded to take up 
its station as near Madras as it could .safely apjiroaeh 

The fort alone being capable of any rasistanee, Labomdonnais naturally 
directed his attack against it, and having erected a battery of iiino inorLais, on 
an open space to the Avost, at the distance of 500 yards, commeneed the bombard¬ 
ment. Defence Avas never seriously contemplated; but hmnediato surreuder 
Avas delayed in tlie hope that tlie Englisb srpiadron might make its appearance 
Its approach Avaa at one time actually nimoui’ctl, and spread such eoiistemation 
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iimoiig the French, that they were preparing to decamp. Unhappily Tor tlie 
besieged it proved a false alarm, and Lahonrdoniiais, only urged by it to more 
strenuous exertions, not only ojiened anothei’ Ivattery to the south, but biegan to 
cannonade from the sea, An assault liad now become inmihient, and in oj'der 
to avert its horroi's, a Hag of truce was sent li-om the town. The deputies'who 
acenmpanh'd it pioposed a ivinsom, but Labourdomiais at once dechn'i'd, that 
though he was not unwilling to enter tain such a piopo.sal, it could only be after 
the capture was com[ileted by a .surrender. Ultimatedy, alter he had given liis 
word of honoui' that the ransom wonM Ire moderate, his terms rcei’e accepted, 
and he entered the towrr itr triirrrr]ih Though the siege lasted and the hornhard- 
rirent eoutiuueil with interrriptinns from the ISth to the S.'ith of Sc'plemliei', ,so 
bloodless was It that not one Frenelirnart was killed, aird only fire Englishnren. 

113 ^ the terms of eaprtrdatioir the rvhole of the rnei'chandise and the moveable 
proper't_v passed at once to the eaiitorrs, aird .all the Fngli.sh hcearne jrrisoner.s of 
rvar Tire inrportant point of the ransoin remained to ho settled, hut the 
honourahio and liberal sjiirit which chavaeterivved Lahourdonuals’ ])roceeding.s 
made it inipo.ssible to dorrbt that it worrld he fair'l 3 a anireably, and gencrou.sly 
ariarrgcd. Sudderdy it was rvhispered that a seraorrs difiicrrlty had arisen. 
Uuploix, on the gi’ound that Madras was locall}'' within liis gover'iirneut of 
Irrdia, claimed a right to disjro.se of it. So conlldent was ho of ]rosseHsing thi.s 
right, or at least so deteruriired was lie to insist ipion it, tliat on receiving a 
letter from the Nabob of Arcot, wlro had norv, when too late, endeavoured to 
interilrct the Frcncli from laying siege to Matlras, Ire had pacified hirrr by pro¬ 
mising that the town when takcir worrld be deliver-cd into bis hamls. Fronr the 
suhsepueirt proceedings of Dnplerx it i.s plain that he rrever meant to have ful¬ 
filled this promise. It funrishod Iriru, Irowover', rvith a plausible pretext for' 
sending a letter to Labourdonnais, irr rvhieb be (kssir’ed birn not to (“orisont to 
any terms of ransom, and intimated for the fir-st time that lie con.siilerod liiiu- 
self entitled to sjieak authoiitativel}’ on the subject. 

Before this letter aiTived, the capitrilalion, including the r.anMoin a.s one of 
its essential conditions, had taken place. As a completed act, Lahoui'domiai.s 
could not lionourablv recede. Nor did he Avisli it; for, ,so fiiv from acquiescing 
in the alleged right of Dirpleix to dictate the terms of the ca[)itrdation, he 
regarded it as .an .arrogant .assumption, at total Auiriance Avitli their reRiicctivo 
commissiou.s. Instead of deAuatiiig from the cour.se originally chalked out, lie 
proceeded to fix the amount of the i‘an.soui. Dupleix now listened only to his 
passion, and even endeavoured to gaiir his object b)'' attempting to seize the 
person of Labourdonnais, and tampering with the .soldieivs under his command. 
At PondiclieiTy, also, ho entered on a cour.se of intrigue, and endeavoiu'ed to 
ga.in a kind of .sanction to Iris proceedings, by inducing the French inhabitants 
to petition and protest against the ransom as mo,st injurious to Fi'ench interests, 
Labourdonnaia remained unmoved, and intimated Iris determination not to quit 
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Madras until every .stipuliition, to wliiuh lie had consented should he lionourahly n uui 
pei'l'onacd Violence having' thus jiroved rmavailing, linpleix i^nw the necessity 
ol' changing Ids tactics, and ivhile weaving now jiretexts for dela}'ing the actual 
restoi'ation of Madras to tlie English, solemnly hound himself to cany it into 
effect as soon as certain [ireliininary arnirigem(‘nt.s were completed 

iJiu'ing the heat of the (junvrel between the two Frencii gosevnors, three ummutof 
ships of war, one of seveuty-twu, and two of forty guns, witli lo6G men on 'aiud 
hoard, arrived at Pondicherry. Added to tlie force which Laljouvdonniiis al¬ 
ready possessed, they gave him such an aseendeucy as placed all the other 
English settlements in India at his mercy. To aU appearance, nothing could 
now save Eomhay and Calcutta from .sharing the fate of Madras This petty 
(pnurcl saved them. Lahourdounais, detained by it, lost Iris opportunity. The 
very day after the ransom had .been fixed, by regular treaty, at cloven laas of 
jiagodas, nearly £l!t0,000 .sterling, the inoii.soon commenced with a furious huv- 
ricime, by which six shijis of the French tleet l 3 ung in the Madra.s Eoads 'wc're 
driven out to sea. One of them foundered; four of the others, including' the 
beventj'-giin .ship, were completely dismasti'd, and othej'wi.se seriously injured 
Ill fact, the bVench marine foi'ce in the East was ,so completely" crippled as to lie 
aftorward.s iucajiable of achieving anything of conseipience. 

Lahoui'douiiiii.s, trusting to the promi.se of Uupleix faithfully to perform all Laimunimi- 
the coiiiUtimwof the capitulation, finally ipiitted Madras, committing the charge inau"'^” 
of it to a inemljcr of the council of Pondicherry. On arriving at thi.s place, he 
left as many soldiors and sailoi'S a.s, with those previously there, amouutcft 
to 3000 Europeaua. Ilia whole fleet now coiislstcd of only seven ship.s, four of 
them in good and three in wretched condition. He sailed on the 20th of 
October, intending to proceed for Acheen with the Avhole; but, when at sen, 
changed hia liiteutiou with regard to the three, on finding that even if capable 
of reaching that port they" would he imscj'viceahle, and steered with them 
directly for the Mauritius. He had rpiitted that island at the liead of a posverful 
armament, with which ho was confident of achicvdiig glorious results. How 
mortifying must liave been the contrast presented by his return! His miafor- 
Lnrios, however, ivere not y'et ended. During his ahsence he liad been superseded 
in his government, and nothing remained for Ifim hut to retiun to Eui'ope shorn 
of all hi.s honours. 'The voyagQ was .singularly uiflbrtunate. After pas,sing the 
Ca[)C of Good Hope, he narrawly eycaped captime by British cTiii.yer.s; and, having' 
been obliged to part company with the other ships of the fleet, anived in the 
West Indies. Here, a.s war 'was not yet declared between France and Holland, 
ho took passage in a Dutch vessel ■which touclied at Falmouth. The officials 
there, probably acting on information which had been given them, recognized 
him, and he was carried to London as a prisoner of war. The reception given 
liirn was equally honourable to himself and to tliose to -whom he owed it. All 
classes vied in testifying respect and sho-wing kindness, and when he exjjressed 
Vov. I. 63 
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a wiisli to return to ii’rance, he found, even among the flirectors of the Goin- 
paiiy on whom his .shill and prowess hail inflicted such heavy losses, a generous 
iudividuLd ready to Locoine .security for him to the whole amount of his fortune. 
The very idea of secuiityy however, was .scouted, and his ]iarole was at once 
declared sufficient. The sliort period during vvdueh Labourdoumiis wti.s less the 
jui.soner than the guest of England was the last during whicli fatuno may he 
said to have smiled upon liini Tlie moment he readied hi.s niitiv''e sliore, luu’ 
liei'secutions again commenced. He had performed services which entitled him 
to the liiglie.'t honours liis comrtry could bestow. Instead of rervard, only a 
dunveon awaited him, and he was immured in tlie Bastilc on the 2d of March, 
1718. Hero he was left to pine away twenty-six monthu hefuro ho was per¬ 
mitted to communicate 'with the cormeil, and thouglr most of the ehaige.s made 
against him carried their refutation along with them, and the few wliich had 
any plausibility were proved to lie groundle.ss, thr-ec years elapsed belbre his 
acrpiittal was pronounced. What could ibnow avail hind The judicial murder 
had already been committed; and, after a .short .stmggle witli disea,so and povcily, 
deatli came to his relief. Tire inju.stiee of rvliich he had been tbe victim was 
aftcrwaixls formally though very inadeipiately recognized, hy a peiasion to liis 
widow, the grant bearing on the face of it that he had died “witliont receiving 
any reward for so many servdees, or any compeiiKation for so many ])er,sccution,H.'’ 


CTIAPTEll III. 


Procoeilmgs of tlio Frenoli .al. M.ulrai—An iittompt of tho nahob upon it repulstsl—Tins terms of o.apitu- 
Jation slianiefuUy violated—Unsuccessful attempts of the Fiench upon Foil St. Uiivid—Proceeding.^ 
of the English fleet under .fdmiud Boscawen—Siege of Pondioheiry—The poaco of xiiv-la-Clnipelle. 

T the time of Lahoraxlonuais’ departure, Dupleix .stood jtJedged 
to the restoration of Madras in January, 1717. Meanwhile his 
dnpEeity had involved him in a serious tlifficulty. When only 
anticipating tlie captiu'e of the town, he Iiad neittralized the 
threatened opposition of Anwar-u-din, Nabob of Arcot, by pro¬ 
mising to make liiiu a present of it. This promise served its purpose at tho 
time, and he had thought no more of it; but the nabob wa.s not to be thus 
duped, and on finding that it Wiis not to he voluntarily .sin-renderod to him, .sent 
his sou, Maphuze Khan, at the head of an army of 10,000 men, to take it hy 
force, Dupleix was, i)r from piolicy pretended to ho afraid, and }i]'opo.spd nego¬ 
tiation, The efrect only was to coiifirm Maphuze Khan in the belief tliat hi,s arms 
were iiresiatibfe. Without listening to the two deputlc.s who had been sent to 
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treat with liim, he imprifsoned tliein, and proceeded to take up hih position iieav 
the spot where Lahourdonuais hud ei’eeted his hatteri('s His suhsequent opera¬ 
tions dis})la 3 nid considerahle skill A shallow stream which ran along the west 
side of the to^\^n, and j’eaclied the sea about 700 yards below, was so dammed u]) 
at its mouth by a mound of sand as to fonn a kind of Acct ditch, To get rid of 
this oli.struction, he employed a gneat nnniljer of men to make an outlet for the 
water by cutting tlirough the mound; and at the same time sent a .strong J^art}- 
throe miles to the north to take pos,ses.sion of the onlj’' spi'ing from which the 
inhabitants Avere su}) 2 died Avith gootl AA'ater. Tims threatened, Du])lcix opened his 
tire from the AA'alLs on tiie 21st of October He bad tio idea, lioAA-eA^er, of sub¬ 
mitting to the indignity of a siege, and therefore, on the folloAving da}', sent out 
a hudy of iOO meji to act on the otfensiAm. They bad AA'ith tliem tAvo Bold-pieces, 
whieb they bad concealed, and Aritb AAdiich, aa'Iipii the enemy aclA’miced AA'ith an 
appearance of re,solution, they ojrened a most destructiA'c fh’e. The Moguls, Avho 
laid neAnu' .seen artillery so .served hofore, Averc confounded, cspocially at the 
rapidity of the fli.scharge.s, turned thoir l)ack&, and fled AAdtli the ntnio&t jnecipi- 
tation. Tlio French had not lo.st a single man, and ronuuiuHl ma.ster.s of the 
Avhole tents and baggage lilaplnmc Khan .seemed di.sposcd, after collecting lii.s 
sciittcred troop.s, to niidte a .stand in the neighhoiu'liood, hut onleaimijig tliat the 
French ex])ected a reinforcement from Pondicherry, ha.stened off to St T])onm', 
.situated on the coast, about four miles to the .south. In thi.s toAAUJ—Av'hich, 
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ktiOAcn to the natiA'es as Mailapnr, owes its European name to a tradition of 
being the place AAdiere the apostle St. Tliomas suftiTeil n)a3tyrdom, anti had 
attaiiied great splendour under the Portugue.se, tlmugh it liad again .sunk into 
eomiJarative insigaiticance—-Mapluize Khan occupied a positioji uduch, had lie 
knOATO to profit by it, Avould have cut ofl' the communication betAveen Pondi¬ 
cherry and Madra.s. Tlii.s Ava.s obA'iou.sly his intention, but lie man,aged ,so ill a.s 
only to place, himself betAA'oen tAA'o fires, tlie rcinrorcement from the foimor 
advancing to attack him in front, AA'hilc a detachment of 100 men from tlie latter 
attacked Lis I'ear. The detachment an-h'ed so late that thi.s part of the plan 
failed. The reinforcement, liGAAmver, persisted in their original intention, and 
after forcing a pas.sage across a stream, on the north side of AAdiich the cnem}' 
woi-e adA'antageoirsly posted, diwe them back at the point of the bayonet, and 
folIoAving close upon theii’ heel.s into the town, Avhere both re.sistanee and retivab 
were impossible, made fearful slaughter. Cons[)icuous among the fugitives, 

Avdio e.scapecl to the plain to the wastAA'ard, Ava.H Maplmzo Khan, mounted 
on an elephant, on AA’liieh the great standai'd Avas displayed. These encounters 
with the nativu troops established a ncAv era in Indian Avarfare. The inflnite 
superiority of European discipline AAnas no longer doubtful; and from the A'alour 
displajmd by some of the natives who had been exercised in it, and fought on Satires may 
the French side, the important fact was discOA>-erod tliat a native army might bo efliueiit 
formed, and so trained as to become the most cffeetual instrument of European 
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rlnmination The first great exeiiiplificntion of this faet, ii' not the (h.scovery of 
it, i', mif[ucstioiuil)ly duo to Diqileix 

AVhiie gaining- tliese laurels, the goveriioi- of Pouilicheriy was meditating- 
an aet of gross iniquity. Tlio law of nations, as well as solenui [)ledge& givi-n 
to Laljuurdonnais, bound him to restore Madras in. return for a i-ansoiu which 
liad been stipulat(‘d, and tlic amount of which liad been iixed by regular agree- 
lucnt. In utter disregard of Llicse obligations, he snnnnoued a meeting of the 
inhahitaiits on the 30th of October, and there, wliile tlio garrison was drawn up 
in arms, caused a manifesto to be read, ac([uiunting- the Eiiglisli witli the 
injustice which ho had resolved to perpetrate, and of which Lliey wore forthwith 
to h(3 made the victims This infamous document annulled the treaty of 
ransom, confiseated all the propertj'^ of tlie English, and offered ihcui personally 
only the alternative of remaining on parole as prisoivers of mow till exchanged, 
or of heing- ari-e.sted ami sent to Pondicherry. Hcveral of them, to escape this 
disgraceful treatment, disgui.sed them.selves and found their way to I'ort Mt. 
David; but the English goveruor and a nuuiher of the [trincijial iiihahiiants 
were actually carried under escort to Pondicherry, and o.stonLatiously parades! 
hofore o0,0()0 spectators In a .siniilar spirit the threatened conllseation was 
executed witli (lie irtuiost rigour, and many private rauiilie.s were utterly 
ruined 

Eoi-t St. David, the iuo.st important English settlement on the Cm-omauded 
coast after M-adi-as, became, on the capture of the latter, the seat of the presi¬ 
dency. The fort, sitiiated 100 inUes south of Madras, and fourteen south 
of Pondicherry, -wa.s small but strong, and formed the rracleu.s of a con&ider- 
alile ten-itory, including within it the important town of Oudclaloro. This 
town, -which lie.s about a mile south of the fort, at the uioutl) of the Poiinar, 
was surrounded on tlu-ee sides by a wall flanked with bastions, and, though 
nearly open tu the sea, was separated fi-om it ))y a narrow belt of sand thr(nvn 
up by the wave.s, and skirted on the north and east by a shallow .stream. 
T'he object of Dujjleix being to banish the English entirely from the coast, his 
task seemed only half finished while Fort St. David i-enuiined in tlioir po.sses- 
sion. No time, therefor-o, was lost in fitting out an expedition against it. 
The command was intended for a Swiss of the name of Paradis, who was 
recalled for the purpose from Madras, where he had acted as governor under 
Dni>leix, and been the willing instrninent of his infamous procceding.s. He left 
Madra.s in the beginning of December, with 300 Europeans, and had proceeded 
south about trventy mile.s, encumbered with ill-gotten booty, when Maphuzc 
Khan, who was burning to revenge his disgrace, suddenly made his appearance 
at the head of 3000 horse and 2000 foot. Great as was the disproportion of 
numbers, Paradis kept the enemy at bay, and ai-i-ivod at tlio Dutch settlement 
of Sadras, ten miles south of the place, where ho was attacked witlr the lojSs of 
only twelve men, who were taken prisoners and paraded by Maphuze Khan as 
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proof ot his liaviiig obtaincil !i victory A rointbrccnunit sent from Poiicli- 
cherry enaWcfl tho Avhole to arrive there witlioiit fm-ther iutemiption. 

The force destined to act against Fort St. David consisted of 1700 men, 
mostly Europeans, with ,six field i)iece.s and as many inortiins. IJefore it set 
out the officers refused to servo under Para<lis, and eO!n[)tdled him Ijy a kind of 
mutiny to resign the command to M. Bury, to whom it was considered to helong 
hy rigid of .seniorit^o At daybreak on the 9th of Deccinljer, the Penmir, which 
falls into the sea about a mile and a half north of the fort, was readied and 
immediately crossed, with no show of opposition 
excejit fi'oiii a few native .soldiers, who fired under 
cov'cr from the surrounding thk-kets A greater le- 
.sistanco Imd been anticipated, as it was understood 
that tho nabob luul entered into clci.se, league with 
the English, and promised a large ,su[iply of troops 
A.ssuming tlmt he had not fulfilled, and in all 
probability was not disposed to fulfil his promise, 
tho French resolved to leave the fort hehind, and 
make a sudden dash at the town of Ciidilaloie 
There .seemed little risk, as the garrison of the 
fort luusterud no more than 200 Europeans, and 
100 topassGs, (;i' natives of Portuguese descent; 
and the whole foi’ce without it, for the defence of 
the territory, consisted of about 2000 peoH% or 
native soldier,s, not disciplined according to the 
example which the French had already set, and so imperfectly iirmed that 
scarcely 900 of them had inu.skets 

A few of these peons liad been stationed in a garden situated about a quarter 
of a mile from the place where tho French had forded the river. It belonged 
to a .sninmor re.sidence of the governor of the fijrt, and was inclo.sed by a 
brick ■wall, -wliich, together with the house and the court of building,s attached 
to it, might have furnished the means of a vigorous defence. The peons, how¬ 
ever, were not capable of making it, and were no sooner attacked than they 
abandoned the po.st. The French troojis, having now no apprehension of danger, 

1 legan to refre.sh themselves from the fatigues of their march, and svere sleeping, 
or cooking, or straggling about without their aians, when a .sudden cry arf)se 
that an enemy was approaching from the westward. It proved to be a body of 
GOOO horse and SOOO foot belonging to the nabob, ami led by his two sons, 
Maphuze Khan and Mahomed Ali. So great was the consternation of the 
French, that instead of attempting to profit hy their position, they ru.shed out 
and made directly for the river, which, owing to tho want of skill and courage 
on the part of their assailants, they crossed without sustaining any serious loss 
except that of their baggage. The garrison of the fort perceiving their flight 





PiDNs or .Mvhuiu 
TiOJit Fiicoutit VnKtitui's Iravel* iniridr'i. 


AD 17 lb. 


All-biniiT; <111 


rioiu-u 

repiilseil. 



4'2 2 


11I8T0IIY OF INDIA 


[Hook III, 


AD i 7 ir sallied out, and, joining the nabob’s troops, eonLinned tlu' pnisnit lor six miles 
The enemy, Inongbt to bay, faced about and offered liattle, lait it was not 
tliouglit prudent to attack tlieni, iin<l they were permitted (o return unmolested 
to Pundieberiy 

sc"onJ Dupleix, giievonsly disa2)}'oiided at the failure ol Ids attempt, detorniinod 

lilt „ ,11 ,11 • 1 1 •(! 

uidrUioiL to renew it in a flifferent foini, find secretly (lespatebed oOO men in boats, wiih 
instrnetious to pioceed to f'uddalore, and take it by surprise, by entering the 
liver, and lauding on the east side, wliore it bad no delences Ife liad uiidcr- 
rated the diflieulties AVldle the boats wme passing tbmugli tlu' surf, many of 
the soklieis could only save their lives b^'" throwing' aside their arms; and even 
after they had reached tlie liver, weie so overwhelmed by a haid gale from the 
south, that tlu'y thougdit Lliemsehes fortunate in h('ing' able to secure their 
own safety hy putting- hack to sea Again dis.ippointed, Diiph'ix (iirnod his 
iiims in a different direction, and conauenced a war of dovaslation witliin the 
iifihob’s fei'ritoiies ad-joining lAfadias Mere passion may have snogested this 
(pipareiitly wiuiton [ivoeedtire, though suhse(]uent events seem to prove that thert' 
was deep design in it. His knowledge of the native eharacter made him 
perfectly aware tlint the nabob would dissolve his alliance with the British the 
nioment he was convinced that it was not his iutei'cst to uiiiiniain il, Hiis was 
the couvietion to which Dupleix was now lahouring to liring him lie had 
little difficulty in succeeding. After a short negotiation, the iiiihob con.seiited to 
tlirruv his weight into the French .scale, recalled his armj’' from Fort ,St. David, 
and sent Maphuze Khan to Pondicherry, where a most pompous reception was 
given to him, and the new alliance was formally proclaimeil, 

iioLiioinout It now seemed as if tlie situation of the r>iitish on the Coromandel coast was 

T'aufU desperate They had been abandoned by then' only ally, and after looking in 
vain for assistance from home, had almost ceased to hope for it Ever since the 
capture of Madra.s the only relief which had reached them was h_y a vi'ssel from 
Ceylon, which, on the 19th of February, 1747, Iwought a sn[)ply of ,£(10,000 in 
silver for the exhausted treasury, and twenty reerniLs for tlie garrison of Foit 
Ht David This relief, paltry though it was, could not have come inoi'c ojipor- 
tunely, for on the 2d of March the French were again seen approaching, They 
were the same troop,s as before, hut the former failure had ,so far humbled the 
officers that they had been prevailed onto receive Paradis as their commander. 
On reaching the hanks of the Pennar, they were somewhat surprised to find 
that the jia.ssage was to he contested. The garrison, as if a new spirit had been 
infused into it, had marcheil boldly out, and stood ]>osted on the opposite haiiJv, 
with three field-j^ieces and a troop of horse, composed chiefly of volnnti 3 ers, A 
cannonade commenced, and was kept up rvith some spirit till the evening, when 
the French eJfectod a pa.ssage at a point out of caimon-shot, and the garri,sim 
deemed it prudent to retire. By a singular coincidence the garden was again 
oeenpied, only to be precipitately abandoned. A iTumber of ships were descried 
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approJicliing tlie roads The Freneh only waited to satid'y themselves that the}' a d ins 
weio English and hastened oft'for Pondiclieiiy. 

It pioved to 1)0 the long looted for Biitish .s(j[ufidion. It had remained Arm u/-r 
inautive iii iloiigal, hut had at length ventured out, under the coiuni.ind of '.,i„uu n 
Adiniial Gnflin, who had ariivod from England with two ships, one of sixty 
,ind the other of forty gnus Tlieie Avas no enemy to encounter it, and paitly 
by tioops Inought with it fiom Eengid, and partly hybuhsequentieinforcemeiits 
horn England and Eomhay, Fort iSt David was g.iirisoned so stioiigly as to bo 
huyond the reach of danger The aspect of alfairs had now completely changed, 
and it was tlie turn of M. Dupleix to feel ahum It sooir appeared, however, 
that there' was not mneh cause for it Admiral Ch'iftin seemed satisfied mth liis 




aekuowledged suproniacy at sea witlioiit attempting to derive any heueftt from 
it, and the whole season for action jiaased away with no more important result 
tluur the destruction of a Jil'ty-gnn ship which had helouged to Lahourdonnaiy’ 
sipradroii, and was l}ing in the roads of 
Madras On the appioaeh of the Dctolier ' ^ 

monsoon an attempt was made to lenrain ^ 

on the coast, but it was found impossible. 
and all the ships rvere ultimately obligi'il 
to take shelter at Trincomalee. 

In the beginning of 1718 fclie srprad- 
I'Oii returned to E(jrt Ht. Davi<I, and at 
the same time Major Lawrence, a British p-'A 
oilicer of distinguished merit, arrived to s 
take the comniaiid of all the Goiiipariy’s 7 
forces in India. For aonio months nothing ^ 
of moment occurred Irr consequeiree of 
a rumour that Dupleis was about to renew VAmR.-rNL.a. sipin^.u- lumumt -ru.Rw.i 
his desiguH on Cuddalore, Major Larvi-eitce r ,i 

I'ornred a camp Letweeir the garden already meiitroried and the harrks of the ^ajoi i.iw- 

. . leucd tom- 

Pennar. Plere he had remained for some time, rvlien the alarming discovery innmioi m- 
was rrrade, that though not yet di.sjioscd to risk a new campaign, the IL-enoli jr«iri, 
governor had, with characteristic ciritning and duplicity, heen endeavouring to 
prepare for it by tamjiering with the tidellty of the irative troops in British ijay 
The cornmarrder of a body of 400 .sepoy.s sorrt from the English settlement at 
Tellicherry had promised to desert with them to the French in the fir’.st engage- 
merrt that should happen; and within the fort itself^ an Indian, w'ho had acted 
as ruierpretcr and agent to the English governor of Matkas, was ascertained 
to have loirg carried orr a treacherorrs correspondence with the enemy, by 
commmrieating with Madam? Dupleix in the Malabar tongme. The interpreter 
and an accomplice suffered death, and the commander of the Tellicherry sepoys, 
together with ten of their other officers, were hairislred to St. Helena 
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A nini'c honourable AViiifare than that to which Duple lx had thu'-j ,stoo]icd 
was now anticipated A French squadron of .seven largo .ship.s and two smaller 
vessels, Avldch had sailed from the llanrltius in the end of April, wore .seen on 
the lOtli of Juno .sailing in the ilirootioii of Fort St. David. The Engli.sh fleet 
in the roads consisted of three .ships of sixUq three' of hfty, three of forty, and 
one of trveiity guns, and could Searcely have lallod, it the eiu'uiy had hoon 
lirought to action, to g.dn a Auctory. Unfortunately the admiral and .several of 
hi.s oillcoi'S wero on .shoio, and so much time elapsed before the .ships put to .sea, 
that the ojqiortimity AV'as lost The French commander, awaroof his inferiority, 
had never intended to light, and had only assumed the appoaranec of it, the 
hotter to disguise hi.s main object, Avhich Avas to land M)0 .soldiers and .1200,000 
in siher at rondicherry. Having .succeeded in this, he at oiiee ([uitted tlie 
eo.i'it, and left Admiral Urifiin, after a Aaiin attempt to discoAmr him, to reap tlie 
fi'uits of what ho called hi.s had fortune, hut uiany de.signated by a harsher 
name. Thu lattoi- Avas the vdow taken by a court-martial in England, and 
he was siasponded from the soiviee. 

The English fleet, AA’hile engaged in its fruitless search of the ho,stile 
squadron, had arrHed at IMadras From the state of Avind, some days must irecc's- 
sarily elapse before it couLl return to Fort St David; and so bent Avas Du[)lGix 
on effecting the capture iu Avhicli he had hce3i so often baflled, that he deter¬ 
mined to aAmil himself of the interval iir making another attack on Guddalore. 


The force eiiqJoyed consisted of iSOO Europeans and 1000 sepoy.s, Avho, by lair- 
suing a circuitous route from Pondicherry, arrived in the morning of the 7th 
of -Tune at the hills of Dandapolam Cuddalore Avas only three mile.s distant, 
and the plan Avas to linlt till the night, and then come upon it by surprise. 
Major Lawrence, made awai’e of what Ava.s intended, determineil to meet strata¬ 
gem by stratagem, aird carrsed all the cannon tt) he hronght fi'oni Cuddalore 
into the fort. Ills object aavus to make the French believe that he had taken 
this step becan.se he thought the place untenable, and meant to abaudoir it 
Avithout a struggle. The .stratagem succeeded; and the French, advancing turder 
the full belief that they were about to make an easy conquest, had actrrally 
applied their .scaling-ladder.s to the Avails, Avhen a lire of musketry from 
all the ramjiart.s, and fV)ur or fiAv piece.s of cannon loaded Avith grape-shot, 
opened upon them. The cannon, openly remoA’-ed hy <lay, had been .secretly 
replaced at nightfall, and the ganison had at the same time been reinforced. 
Of the,se facts the French were of course ignormrt, and hence their consternation 
was extreme. The panic seized officers as avcII as men, and the Avhole rushed 
off in headlong' lligliL 

Arrmiofe Tho Indian .struggle had hitherto attracted comparatively little notice in 
ni-itisu EiOgland; lint at last both the government and tho Company bad awakened 
ajiu-w*. sense of its importance, and resolved to make adequate preparations. 

A fleet conaistmg of seven .ships of the navy, Avith a bomb-ship and tender, and 
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eleven ships of the Gompnny, carrying military stores and 1400 regular troops, a d i 74 > 
sailed from England in ISTovemher, under the coimnand of Admiral Boscawen. 

At the Cajie of Good Plope it was joined Ijy .six ships of the Butch East India 
Companja h^^^ing JOO .soldiers on hoard, ami after a considerable detention Jjy 
contrary winJ.s, proceeded for the Mauiitius, which was .seen on tlie 23d of June. 

It wa.s expected tlait both Ibis j.sland and that of Bourbon would fall easy cou- 
fpresta, but the difficulties proved greater than bad been anticipated, and altera 
series of attinu])ts rendered futile by gro.ss blnndei's, it was ro.solved by a council 
of war tliat, as the capture, even if practicable, was oidy a secondary object, the 
armament ought to proceed forthwith to the Coromandel coa.st, which was its 
])rimary de.stination. It arrived at Fort St. David on the 2f)th of July, and 
being- joined by the sipiadron of Admiral Griffin, whose service,s had entitled 
him to nothing better than a court-martial, constituted the most powerful naval 
force which had ever been brought to the East Imlie.s by any Eni-ojiean nation. 

It consisted of thirty ,shi[is, thirteen of them .shijjs of tlie line, and none of tlicra 
of loss tlian 500 tons l)urden. 

Tlie English at Fort St David were elated ahove measure, and felt full of 
confidence that they were not only about to recover Madras but to avenge all 
the injustice they litul .suflered, by the capture of Poudichen-y, T’hey might 
well liavc this eoufideuco, foi- they were scarcel^y h'.ss powerful by land tlian Ijy 
.sea, mustering' in all, for service uu shore, 3720 Europeans, 300 iopasse.s, and 
about 2000 imperfectly disciplined sepoys. To these wa.s to be arlded .such a 
force as might bo sent by the Nabob of Arcot, Avho, .sn.speoting that foi-tuno -was 
again to change sides, had cast in hi.s lot -with the British. T’o .strike at once at 
the centre of the French power and influence, Pondicherry was made the very 
fu.st object of attack. The heavy cannon and cumbrous .stores wore toinsported 
in the ships, which anchored two miles south of tlie town, while the army cuii- 
tinned its course along the shore. 

The town of Pondicherry, .situated eiglity-six miles S.S.W, of Madra.s, occii- coiKmioa 
pied a gentle declivity at the south-east extremity of a long flat hill, and uiDn^, 
stretched, at the distance of about .seventy yard.s from tlie .shore, rather more than 
a mile from north to south, and nearly three-(|uarters of a mile inland. It was 
at this time one of the best built cities in India, and, when viewed from the 
sea, pj-e.sented at once a pleasing and commanding appearance. For the latter 
it -was indebted to several eonspicnoirs jmlilic edifices, and more especially to a 
citadel, wliicb, though of .small dimensioms, was of considerable strength. It 
.stood witliin the town, and, along with it, was inclosed on the throe sides toward 
the land by a ditob, and a wall and rampart flanked with bastions, The 
eastern side, facing the sea, was defended by several battei'ies, which were 
capable of moimtiiig 100 cannous, and completely commanded the roadstead. 

At the distance of a mile from the walls, a large hedge of aloes and other 
thorny plants, intermingled with cocoa-nut and other palms, commenced on the 
Vot. I. 64 
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AD. 171s. north at the sca-sliore, and was carried round, for a|jO\'ii five iiiilo.s, in a rognlar 
cm’ve, I 13 - the west and south, till it reached in tlic latter direction the river of 
Ariaiiconpan. This hedge, iiniienetrahle to cavalry, and not easily to lie jiassed 
even ly infantry, formed, witli the river, which fcdl into Die sea a, niile and a 
halt' lielow, a coinjilete lino of defence. So carefully had thi.s ohjoct hcon 
attended to, that at each of the opeinngs made in the hedgi' fur the four roads 
whielr led from tlie town to the surTouriding- country, ther'c was a, redouht 
rnourrted with cannon, aird near' the point where the liedge joined the river' a 
siinill fort bearing the same narire had heeir erected. 

(-)wirio' to the tinre rvliieh had hectr lost on the outwar'd voyage, partly by 
contrarj^ winds and partlj^ by the injndicions attempt on tlio Manrii.ins, the 
season was far iuhcurced wherr the he,sicg<’r'.s cornirienced ojicrations. Ever'y 
daj", therefore, was of the utnrost consequence, and rrot arr hour ought to have 
been .spent, except upon some object whieli woidd contribute essentially to a sire- 
Dokiy cessfid result. Urrfor'tunately a very ditlcrrnt prirreijrle of aetiorr was adopted, 

uwp.iii. and the troops, instead of proceeding at once to Pundiehcvi'y, sto[i])cd short at 

the fort of Ai'iurrcoopau. Fr'inn a vm'y extra ordinary neglect on the jiart of thi! 
authorities of Fort St. David, no means had hceu used, tlioiigli the Jlcet liad 
long been expected, to olrtirrn such accurate iuforrrratrou as would bo needed 
when the siege should eonunonce. Hence, when Arianco()]>an was a.[>]iroached, 
no person coidd be foimd to give any accurate description of its wor'k.s or its 
garrison. An engineer sent to reconnoitre, was afraid to go near enough to 
make the necessary observations, and represented it as a place of no strength, 
though covered by an entreuelinieiit, while a deserter rcqiorted that it was 
clefendeil only by 100 so.])oys. This iirforination was inaccurate, for the fort 
was a triangle, regularly Jbrtificd, and .surrounded by a deep dry rliteli, fidl of 
pitfalls, and the garrison eon.sisted of 100 European,s and 300 sepoy,s, under an 
active European officer’. Admiral Boscawen, ihn.s gro,s.sly misled, or'dercd an 
innnediate assault. It was made rvith the greatest briivcry, hut with the most 
disa,strou,s results. Tire .storming party persisted, from more shame, after they 
saw that .success was irapoasiljle, and did not retire tillloO of their nmnlier 
were struck clown by musketry and grape-shot, and Major Goodcre, the most 
cxjrerienced officer of the king’s troops, wa.s mortally worurded. 

Tiraowastsri. This rvas an ominous commencement, but the next step lakcn wa.s .still more 
1 epiehen.sible. When it was seen that the fort possessed greater mean.s of rc.si,st- 
ance than had been imagined, there wa.s no nece,s.sity loi' remaining hefore it. 
A small detachment would have suFiced to ■watch it, and prevent any danger 
that could have aj.i.sen fi'oin its lieing left behind, ATI thi,s wa.s overlooked, and 
the siege of Poncheherry was po.stponed till this paltry place could he forced to 
yield. The French were too sldlftd not to profit by the egregious hlniider, and 
by holding the fort a ,3 long as po.ysihle, gained the incaleulahle advantage of 
stopping the entire progresss of the besiegers during eighteen days. Even at last 
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it was not so much taken a.s akaiuloiied, iu consequence of the accidental esplo- ad 1745 
Hioii of a large qnaniity of guiqiowdcr. ~ 

The l)esiegiag aimy .moved from Ariancoopan on the 2Gth of August, and *’"‘30 of r“mi- 
jii'oceedcd, after forcing the I'edonht which guarded tlie opening iu the hedge coimumoi 
leading to tlie iioith-we.st, to prepare for conimeneiug o])eriiiions in that quarter, 
the engineer,s Laving .selected it ns tlie nio.st cligi))le. To facilitate tlie coimnn- 
nication lietvveen the fleet and the caiuj), the .shijrs were moved to the north of 
the town. Iu sieges, the fii'st parallel is usually made within 800 yards of the 
covered way, hut so ignorant were tlie ciigineers of tlie commone.st rules of 
their profession, that when they opened ground 011 the 30th of Align,st, it W'as 
at the distance of 1500 yards. I3y slow ami laboiious steji.s, they kept cree])ing 
on till they readied tlie di.stance at wliich iliey ought to Jiave lieguii, and then 
only made the astounding discovery that they liad liegun the siege from 11 
wrong direction. Between their works and the toivn lay a morass, which, Ly thihkIuk of 
means of a hack water, had lieen flooded. What was now to bo done f Septem- 
Lor was already far spent, and the i-ainy sca.son wfiuld soon counneuce. To 
commence anew was impo.ssilile, and the only alternative whicli remained was 
to retire at once, or to persist in operations which held out little oi' no promise 
of success. The former piart of tiie alternative was the wiser, lait .shame 
mingled with other considerations to prevent the adoption of it, and by great 
cvertious, daring which many lives were lost, two hatterie,s of eighteen and 
twenty-four pounders, the one of eight and the other of four pieces of cannon, 
wore constructed on the edge of the morass; these were followed liy two Lomh- 
liatterie.s The fire, which would have lieeu enislung at a shorter di.stfuice, pi’O- 
duced little effect, and was, moreover, returned double by the besiegers. A 
kind of diversion was attem]ited by the ships, which began to batter the town, 
but a.s those of two tiers could not come nearer than 1000 yards, their fire never 
told. According to the Frenuh account, the only person killed was an old Mala- 
bai' woman pas-sing along the .street. 

The final result was now only too apparent No impression had been made SiVgo inired. 
on the defences, sickness prevailed in the camp, and the rainy season Lad com¬ 
menced. The .ships ran the risk of being driven off the coa,st, picrliajis wi'ecked 
upon it; and the country vwiuld in all probability become ,so flooded, that the 
removal of the cannon and heav}’’ stores, though still practicable, would soon bo 
impo.ssible. To persist would therefore have heen inadnes-s, and the decision of 
a council of war was Kscarcely tiecessaiy to sanction the order which was issued 
to raise the siege. Five days were employed in the lumiilkting proces-s, and 
on the Otli of October, the troops began their march back to Fort St. David. 

The mortality, by casualty or sickness, had heen very great, particularly among 
the Einopeans, of whom 10(13 out of the original 3720, or very nearly a third 
of the whole, peri.shed. The suiwivons, at loiist those of them who were re.spon- 
Bible for the operations, had not the satisfaction of thinking that they had clone 
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tissue (jf monstrous blunders. 

luidtatiiuiof The French garrison, originally 1800 Europeans and 8000 sepoys, lost only 
thoiio.Kh. about fifty of the latter, and were therefore Avell entitled 

to sing their Ta Beu'ins. Even DiiiJeix may be excused for the ostentatious 
vanity he dis[ilayed in sending bombastic letters to all tlie native ja'inces, 
including the Atogiil himself, intimating how gloriously he had triumphed. 
There cannot he a doubt tliat, by the issue of this siege, the reputation of the 
Ereneli for military prowess rose in India far above that of any other European 
nation, and that many yoais and signal victories 'svere required to restore to the 
British the reputation whieli they had lost. 

The British, notwithstanding the disgrace and loss wliich had befallen them, 
were still more poweiful than their rivals, and might therefore hope for an 
early opi)oi'timity of regaining their laurels. Pondieherry was heyoud their 
Jtidrw reach, but Madras remained to be recovered. That tins would be the next 
uuorai iiiteuLpted, was in itself bulHciently probal)]o. Tbougii captured fairly 

by Labourdonnai.s, the retentiou of it Avas a gross fraud. Of this lJupleix him¬ 
self could not but be conscious, and hence it is easy to understand Loav 
unwilling be was, after incurring infamy in order to obtain the ])oaR(‘.ssion of 
it, to iucui’ the lisk of having it again wrested from him. .His anxiety to 
retain thus e(iua11ing the eagerness of the original possessors to j'ceover, he, 
exerted himself in strengthening its defences. .A.t first, ijideed, he acted as if 
ho had re.solved to raze it entirely to tlie ground, and commenced the AVork 
of Je.strnction by layhig tlie black toAvn in ashes. Very inconsistently Avith 
this prnceediug', he shortly after began to make improvement.s on the Avbite 
town, and had rendered it much more capalde than before of standing a siege, 
Avlieii he had the mortification to learn that all his labour Avas in Auiiu, as Madras 


Aims about to return unransomed and improved to its former possessors, llostl- 
PfflMof Ai'f- lities beiAveen Great Britain and France had been terminated bj'- the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapclle, and possession was to be restored as nearly a.s might ho to 
tlie state in Avliich it avhs at the common cement of the war. It would he dilH- 


cult, and is not necessary, to decide Iioav far the interest.s of the two rival com- 
])anies Aimre beneficially or mjurionsly affected by the treaty of peace, In some 
respects both Averc gainer,s. Tlie British recovered Macb'iis; the French escaped 
from the disasters Avhicli u'cre evidently inipjeiiding over them, in consequence 
of the maritime .supremacy Avliicli their rivals had established. 

AVatUfa an- NoAV that tlie ,sword had been sheathed, and there Ava.s neither necessity nor 
theFreiuii pretfixL lor keeping tip po-werlul and espenaive armaments, the iia,tnral course, 
for all partie.s Avonld have been to abandon all .scheme, s of territorial aggTancliso- 
ment, and confine tlierase]YC,s, in accordance -with their original profession, to 
the peaceful puimiits of commerce. On the other hand, there AVere .strong 
temptations to deviate from this course. The Mogdl empire was only the 
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.sliaclow of wluit it had once been; in all quarter-j chiefs -sviio liad foiuieilj’- lieeii 
siiboi’dinato 'were aipiriiig to indepeiulouce, and, to all appeai'ance, a general 
fiCraiidilo for territory was about to ensue Under e>uc 1 i circumstances, why 
should the two most powerJ'ul nations of Europe consent to have their hamls 
tied up, and to remain inactive spectator’s of a struggle in which their interests, 
2 )erba])S their very existence was iirndved? Why should tlicy not hi'coine, if 
not jtrincipals, at least auxiliaries, and give—or, not to mince tlu} matter—sell 
their skill and prowess to the pai’ty able aird willing to pay for them m<jst 
lilrerally? Such thoughts had long been familiar to Dujileix, whose imagina¬ 
tion was warmed, and ainbithin inflamed, while he contemjrlated the possibility 
of associating his uarne with the cstabiishinent of a Ereiich Indian empire. The 
sii|)oriority of the hrrees which he could ))ring into the field could no longer he 
called in question. With a inero handful of men ho had already put amiies to 
flight. Haughty chiefs, who formerly despised him, had crouchingly courted 
liis alliance, and ho had only to teirqter force with policy, in order to comiie) or 
irersrrade them tir aeknowlodgo him as their master. In the English Comjiany 
no individirai had yet appeared in a position which ]reruritted hiur to entertain, 
or pointed him out to other.s as destined to realize similar views; but there ean 
1)6 no doubt that, both at home and abroad, territorial aggrandisement in Iirdia 
was by many corrtemplafced a.s practieabb, and longed foj’ as ino.st de^rabh'. 
The question of aggraudiseineut being thus virtirally decided in the afiirmative, 
both by France and England, the contest for Indian supremacy did not cea.se, 
but oidj’- changed its form, in conseiptence of the jreace; and tire troojis of the 
two nations, rro longer [icnuitted to tunr their arms directly against each other, 
had recorrrse to the expedient of doing it irrdirectly, by talcing op}) 0 .site .sides in 
native quarrels. To ksIiow in what nramrer, to rvlrat extent, and wdtli what 
r’e.sidt,s this was done, it will now be necessary to give some ficcorrnt of tlrat 2 )oi’- 
tron of Sorrtirenr India where this species of armeil neutralitv between the 
IJiitiali and French rvas fir.sfc exhibited. 


CHAPTER lY. 

'Die Carnatic—Its political .state—T>'aus.actioijs ijiTanjore—Early career of ClivB—Siego ofTriolniinpoly. 

IE Carnatic, anciently called Canara, inopcrly denotes the tract 
of corrrrtry where biro Canara language is spolceir, but has long 
shroo lost it.s original application, and has two jniucqial niean- 
rrrg.s, one more exteusive, and the other more limited; the for¬ 
mer, including under it nearly the whole of the goutli-eastera 
portion of the Indian peninsula, from the Kistna to Cajie Comorin, and the 
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latfcor .'idopting' tlie hame novLheru limit, Lnt not closceiiding iurtlior soiitli iliim 
tlie coxmtry iiamediately nortli of the Coleroon, and at the same Lliiie ,so coii- 
tining it on the west as not to loavc it an aveiage livcadth oC more tliuxi .sevonty- 
Jive miles. In this latter sense' the Cariiatit; Ls neaily identical ndth Llio terri¬ 
tory which, under the Mogul empire, funned one of tlio j)rinci])al province,s ui 
the aoLihali or govermuent of the, Deccan, and was administered hy tlio sou- 
bahdar's nahoh or deput}', under the title of tlie ISTahob ol Arcot, the whole 
nal.iohdiip taking its name from Arcot, the capital. The country thus delined 
cunsi.sts of two jiortinns, ditlbring greatly in their physical features, and diistin- 
guislit'd fi'om each other by the names of Bahujlunit and PaijeetifilKiiit, or the 
laud (thore and the land hcncatli the mountain passe.s The Balagliaut, covertal 
by a portion of tlie Eastern Ghauts, i.s eleAUitcd, and forms a kind of tahle-laiid, 
not .so much ti'aversed by continuous ridg’es as broken rrp by isolated hills and 
moimtains, rLsiug in [irecipitous ma.ssi's, and not milrcquently separated iVom 
each otlier by deep ravines. Tlio rayeenghaut, on the eontrary, is a maritime 
Hat, little elevated above sea level, and ti-aA’-er.sed by the beds ol‘ nnuierou,s 
.streams, generall}" dry riming the hot, but filleil to overflowing during the j’ainy 
season. Immediately soutli of the nabob.sliip of Ai’cut, and separated Iroin it l,iy 
a Ijuuiidary not Avell defined, were the two rajabships or Hindoo states of Tii- 
ehinopoly and Tanjore, which, tliongh governed by their own piinoes, were so 
far de[)eudeut on the Habob of Areot, wbo levied iribnte ft'om them, not Indeed 
in bi.s own name, but as the deputy of the ilogul. 

Tlio nabobshi]i of Arvot was held from ITU) to 1732 by an able and po^nilav 
chief, of the name of Sadatnlla, or-, more properly, iSaadut Oolla Khan, 'fin' 
(iftice was nut recognized as hereditary. It was held by commission from Delhi, 
but in the event of tlie Mogul nob exercising, or delaying to exercise the light 
of nomination, a temporary ajipointmeut was made Ly the Soubalular of the 
Deccan. Such was the regular mode of jirocedure Avhen the Mogul emph'e was in 
sigour; but in the state of decay into which it had fallen, the imperial eommis- 
sioii was regarded as only a form, and the right of ap})ointniout Avas tacitly, if 
not overtly contested betAveen the soubalidar and the nabob, the one claiming it 
as his prerogative, and the other striving to render it lic'reditary in his family. 
iSaadnt Oolla having no issue, had adopted tire two sons ol' hi.s brother, and left 
a Avill by Avhicb be destined tlie nabobship to Doast AH, the elder, and the 
subordinate gOA^ernincnt of Vellore to Bokor Ali, the younger. By the sanu' 
deed be conferred the office of deimn or luime minister on Gboltun Hussein, 
the nephew of his faA'ourite Avife. Nizam-td-Moolk, wlio, as has been already 
seen, regarded liimself as independent soAmreign of the Deccan, not haAung been 
consulted in these appointments, regarded tliem a.s encToachmeuts on his antlio- 
rity, hub, OAviug to other political entanglements at the time, Avaa not in a posi¬ 
tion. to give effect to bis resentment. 

Doast Ali, at the time of Im succession, had two sons, of whom the elder. 
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yufd™ All, was arrived at iiiiuTs estate, aiul .several daughters, one of Avlioin \ii i7'.2 
was married to i'Jiirtcza. Kijaii, ra- Wortiz Ali, liis ln-oLlier’.s .S(m, and aiiotlicr to 
a distant reJatioji of the name of Ohuiida tSahil), wliose daue-hter hy a foriner n, inaii 
luai'j’iaoe was the Avife of the aiiove Glholam Hiis.^eiu, Doast Ali s dewaii. C'hunilii 
Sahib, tlurs .son-imhuv to tlie nabob and fatlier-iiidaw to Ids iiiinistei', natiiially 
possessed great iidluoiiuc at court His ambition teni]>ted, and his talents 
enaliled him to make the most of it. Ere long, under a pretext of assi.stiiig his 
father-iudaw in administering the office of dtuvan, ho had managed ti) .sujiplant 
him. Not sati,stie<l Avith tlie civil power thus placed entirely in his hands, ho 
aspired to military power also, and obtained it )jy ingratiating hiin.self Avith tlie 
soldiers. 

The llajah of Tiichiuopoly had died, like Saadut Oolln, in 1732, and, like’'"I m «a.iii 

. . ' . . . . Tudiuio 

Inm, also \Aothont issue. He had destined the .succc.ssion to his liist Aidfe, lint it paiy. 

Avas claimed )iy a collatoi'id male heir, avIio, by the support of the commauder- 
in-cldef, pushed the ranee, or cpieeu, to the desperate step of .soliciting the aid 
of the Nabob of Ai'cot. It was readily granted; and an army entei’cd the rajah- 
whip, osfceusilily for the purpose of collecting the accustoiiu'd tribute, but vutb a 
weeret under,stiuuling tluit it Avas to support tbc ipieen. It Avns commaude<l by 
Sufdei' Ali and Clumda Sahili, and gradually apjiroached the capital, Aidiere the 
(piecn stiU lield possi'ssion, but ly a tenure .so precarious, that the arhidssioii of 
a portion of the iialiob’s troops Avas deemed necessary to her sal'ety. She avus 
A vell aAvare of the clanger Avliich she thus incurred, and took Avhat she conceiATil 
to be an effectual security against it, by reipuriiig Clmuda tSaliib, who con¬ 
ducted the negotiation, to take an oatli on the Koran, that the admitted troo]is 
.should be employed solely to re-e.stabii,sh her aiitlioi-ilj^, and then be ArdthdiaAvn. 

He took tlie oath, but haAdng no intention to keep it, took it only on a brid' 

A-vrapped up in the usual splendid C 0 A''eriug of the Koran, and no .sooner gained 
pos.session than he made the ranee prisoner, and hoisted tbc Mahometan flag 
Measures had been so effectually taken, not only in the fortress of Tiichiuopoly, 
but at variolas other statioirs, that the Aidiole country submitted AAithout 
re.si,stance to ibis abominable treachery. 

Sufdcr Ali rctnrnod homo, leaAiug Clumda Sahih as goA'ernor. TTie office'Trisaciwip ■ 
(jf dewnn of Avcot having tlius become vacant, was couicrred On Meer Assud, adUOi. 
Sufder All’s preceptor, Avho, Avell aware of Clumda Sahib’s ambitious character, 
quickl}’' perceived the serious blunder Avliich had hoeix committed in making 
liim ruler of Trichinopoly. It Avas more than probable that he Aimuld be 
tempted to revolt, and then the tribute withheld would be the least part of the 
loss, a.s the independence of the nabobship itself Avould bo endangered. These 
representations had their full effect on Sufder Ali, lint Avere lost on his father, 

Doast Ali, AV'ho, besides being of an indolent temper, AVas clispo,se4 to judge 
Ohuncla Sahib more iavonrably, and refused to sanction any proceedings against 
him. The liict, however, that such proceedings had been urged, avow not ]o,st on 
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Cliiiiida iSalii lx wbA inimeiUaLely took measures lor liis ]iroieeLiou, l)y putting 
Tiichinopoly iii a, complete state of dcfouce, aial iutrustiug tried Irieiids with 
his other most im])ortaut stations. 

Siihler Ali and Ih'er Assud, unahle to ohtaiii the nabob's concuircnee in 
tlieir designs against Chundn. hialiih, detouniiied to ])iusue them without his 
kuowlud'i'e, and entered into a negotiation with the j¥ahrattas Tiie plan was, 
that the ilahrattas, unde)' tlie pretext of levying the (diout which the nabob hail 
withheld, should invade hi.s tma-itories, and tlum, when Chiinda fsahih came to 
Ills relief as it was anticipated he would, .suddcidy unite their forces witli hSuf- 
der Ali, and make a dash at Trichino]ioly. By this intricate and tortnovi.s 
policy, they overshot the nuiik. Boast Ali. knowing nothing of nndeiiiand 
am-angemerits with the ktahrattas, saw oiriy that his tevritovies wM'C attacked, 
and, with more .sph'it tlian might have been expected lixiin his age and habits, 
took post with a handful of men in a pass which was Hup 2 ) 0 sc(l, though eiTonc- 
ousfy, to lie the only one through which the invader,s could descend into the 
low country. Ho was here encountered, defeated, and slain. iSiddev Ali, Avho 
had misgivings as to the connso which the Mahrattas might jmrsiio, rcLiriHl, on 
hearing his father's fate, to Vellore, while (Jlnmda Hahih, wlio had lieen 
advancing into Ai'cot with an auxiliary force, hastened back to .sc'curo hi.s own 
interests at Trichinojioly. 

Tlie Mahrattas, aware of the advantage which tliey had gained, tliought no 
more of their engagements with Sufdor Ali, and, as a means of I'orcing liim to 
any terms which thc}' were itleased to dictate, comiuGneed their usual system 
of plunder and devastation. iSufder', anxious above all thing.s to be immediately 
confirmed in the .succession which had miened to him ])y his father’s death, com- 
2 )lied with all their demand.s, and jnu'chased their dejiarture by agi'coing tf) jiay 
them, by imstalnients, 10,00(),()()() rnpee.s, C(|nivulent to Cl ,000,000 sterling. H'his 
rvas the. only part of the treaty made pnhlic, hut there -was another article, 
kept .secret for very obvious rea, soils, whieli handed over Chnnda Sahib to their 
mercy, and left them free to ajj^woi-iriate a.s much of his territory as the^r couhl 
conejuer at their oxvn expense. 

On the fiiTst news of the invasion of the Mahrattas, the late nabob, (xs well 
as Sufder xlli and Chnnda Sahib, sent their families and ti'oasuro to Pondi¬ 
cherry, which they justly regarded as far stronger and every way moi'e secure 
than any native fortreas. Chnnda Saliib, moreover, laid in a large .store of 
grain at Triclunopoly, which, if it could not bo starved out, promised to with¬ 
stand any effort whicli the Malirattas cotdd jnake to take it. The Mahrattas 
seemed to lie of thi.s opinion; for immediately on their treaty with Sufder Alt, 
they turned their faces northwards, and commenced their jottrnoy, as if deter- 
niined t(j lose no time in regaining their homes, It was a mere stratagem. 
They had calculated that Chunda Sahib, as soon as convinced that they wore 
really gone, would cousidcr his store,s of grain unnecessary, and turn them into 
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money. It was so; and though they Jiad in'oceeded ‘I.'jO miles nortli-west of ad ir-n. 
TrlcLiuopoly, they made sure of their prize by hastening ]jack, and eomplctcdy 
liloekading tJie fortress. Jfiuiiine made defence impossiljlc; and after a siege of 
three months, it wms comjielled to surrender at discretion, on the 2(lth of March, 

I Til. The Mahrattas left 14,000 men, under Morari Eow, to guard their con¬ 
quest and c.irried off C'huuda Bahih, whom they confined in a strong fort hi 
the viciuity of Sattarali 

Bufder All. udicu relieved from the alarm Avhieh Clnuida Saliib had given, ciumti.i 
saw himself threatened hy a .still more formidahle enemy. Mzam-ul-Moolk cormcawu 
had returned to the Deecau, and had given him to under,stand that, as an iiidi.s- 
jiensalile condition to his ladug confirmed as nahoh, he nin.st pay np all Ihts 
arrcais of tilbute which had accrued .since tlie. death of Baadut Oolla. His finst 
step, on receiving this iiithnatiuii, was to remove. Ida family and treasures to 
Madras. He iiad formerly lodged tlieui in Pondielierry, hut cirenm,stances had 
trnn.sjiirod to coiivinee him that an nnder^t Hiding existed hetween Churida 
Sahili and Ihipleix, and that as his interest was ilecidodly opposite to that of 
the former, his true .safety lay in courting an alliauee with the only nation which 
.seeincd c'a])alilc to counleract the designs of the latter 

iSnfder Ali, after he had seeiiied his treasiuns in Madras, endeavoured tosutiUnAii'H 
propitiate JSfizain-ui-Moolk by pleading poveifcy. The Mahriittas had impover- luthJi.idi.ib, 
ished the counti'y, f)oth hy ]nlliige and the immense contribution wdiich they 
iiad exacted; ami his finance.s were in coji.seqnenee ,so deiU’C.ssod, tliat he had 
.serious tlioughts of retiring from the world altogether, and spending the reiuain- 
der of hi.s days at Mecca, It is not likely that Nizani-nl-Moolk would liavc 
allowed liiinaelf to he defeated of his purpo.se by snch pretences, but Sufder Ali 
was not destined to feci tlie effects of liLs resentment, for he perished .shortly 
after by the hands of an assassin. The erinie was generally believed to have 
been instigated by Mortiz Ali, who immediately cau.sed himself to he pro¬ 
claimed nabob; but, unable to stand the .storm of indignation which his atro¬ 
cious conduct raised, was obliged to .save himself hy flight, Mahomed Saaed, 
an infant .son of Suffer Ali, was immediately lirought forward hy the army, and, 
contrary to expectation, was confirmed as his fatliei'S successor, liy Hizam-ul- 
Moolk, who, at ]a.st, in 1743, made out his promised, or rather threatened visit 
to Arcot, hy marching into it svith an army of 80,000 horse and 1200,000 foot. 

His presence wa.s not imnecessary, for tlic countiy wan rapidly verging towards 
anarchy. Every petty chief Avas affecting independence; and on one day no n'inimuie 
fewer than eigliteen individuals, beavhig the title of nabob, presented them- ' ‘ 

selves to do homage to Nizam-id-Moolk, who gave vent to his .surprise and 
indignation by declaring that he always imagined there was only one nabob in 
the Oarnatic, and that he would Avhip any of his chMars, or gold-stieks-iii- 
Avaiting', who announced an individual under that title. 

As Nizam-id-Moolk was bent on fonuding a new djorasty in the Deccan, he 
VoL. 1. 
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proLably judged ifc good policy to give au exetiiplification of tlic hereditary 
priuciple in appointing to the iiahoh^.hip, and was therelore easily iiidnccd to 
overlook any irrcgailaiities in the ndiiiiiiation of l\Iahoincd Saueil At the 
same time, he made little saorilico, as he retained possession ot the person of the 
infant nabob, and administered the govennucut by one of hi.s oMicers, Khojah 
Abdulla, as deiiuty. After this arrangement, he iiiarelied with hi.s whole army 
to Tricliiuopoly to exjiel the Malirattas, and sueeeeded, by presents and iiro- 
mises, without being’ obliged to .strike a blow. Having thus .settled inattcr.s to 
hi.s .sati'^faetion, he letiirned to tloleoiida Khojah Alidnlla, wlio had aecoui- 
panied him, vem.iiued in eonunand of the army till the .sjiring ot 171'1, when 
he took formal le.rve, witli tlie intention of resuining the govi'i'iunent oi Areot 
The vu'i'y ne:.t day lie was found dead iu hi.s bed, without visilde marks, hut 
eeitainly not without the .siisjneion of poison Assuming that he was [loisoiicd, 
p\iblie opinion agvoed in fixing tlie cvhvre on the person who profited most hy it. 

This was Ann av-u-din, wlio immoiliately ste]H)ed into the place'which had 
belonged to Khojah Alidnlla, and lost no time iu setting out I'oj' Areot. Th(' 
young iialiol), however, still stood in his way. It i.s almost needless to say that 
it was not long, and that another assassination, to which Anwair-u-din and the 
ini'amouH Morti/ All were believed to be the instigatoi'.s, made the ualiohship 
once more vacant. Auwar-u-dia was forthwith eoiilirmed iu the oHice, no longer 
as deputy hut us principal. He was, liowever, most unpopular. Thc' stain 
which was fixed on him as tlic .suppo.scd, murderer or associate in the murder of 
iMabomed Waned could not lie wijied awniy hy all hi.s prote,stations; and the 
inhabitants of the naliohship could not he reconcileil to one who, even if ho 
could be suppo,sed innocent of thc murder, did in fact owe Ids government to 
the extinction of their favom-lte race of native princes. 

It has already been seen how Anwar-u-din interfered in thc hostilities 
between the Britlsli and the Krencli, and passed from the one, side' to thc other 
according as he imagined that his interest might lio affected. Owing to his 
niicei-tain and vacillating conduct, Dupleix aiprears to have become .satisfied that, 
as lie could never be u.seful to him as an ally, the true policy would bo to cripple 
him as au enemy, by giving him full emjiloyment at home. Tlx* most effectual 
means for tliis purpose were easily discovered, Chmida Sahib was still a jirisoncr 
witli the Malirattas, buthail so many powerful connections in Areot, that could 
he obtain hi.s liberty, and be set up as a claimant for the iiabob.sliip, he would 
probably carry the national feeling along rvitli him. In the, event of his succcs.s, 
French interests might be greatly extended by expre.ss stipulations previously 
entered into for that piu’pose; and even in the e,vent of his failure, more oppor- 
trmities might oneux of forming now and valuable connections with native 
powers. A scheme so much in accordance with the ambitious views which 
Dupleix had long entertained was not to be delayed, and he therefore began at 
once to give effect to it by employing some of the menibens of Ghunda, Sahib’s 
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fainily, .still vesideiit in Pondiclieny, as tlie uieditim of cominunicatidn Cliuiida ap iTis 
iSiddli, as Aiiolifc do oxpeL-tedj gladl_y eiidjiaood a proi)o„;d wliidi prouiisod at the 
%'oi'y nutNot to give laui Ids fveodoiii. The ftfahrattas ■vveru cpufill} iucliiied to cinauias.i- 
ooiiie to tenii.s. Ho long as yufdor zUilived they had a special interest in detain- ‘.omtin.y 
iiig their pri.sojier, heeaiiso if they allowed him to escape, the iiistalnieiit.s to which 
the}" s\"ere untitled nndcr their treaty would not he paid Since his death the 
ease had altered; for Anwar-u-diu, thinking peihiips that he could set the 
Mahrattas at detumce, po.sitiveiy refused to fulfil tlie oIJigatioTcs undertakeu by 
his predecessor The ilahrattas, therefore, liad no longvr any iiitere.st in 
detaining’ Cliuuda Sahib, and readily .struck the bargain hy which Dupleix 
agreed to pay a very heavy ransom for him The sum is .said to have been 
700,000 rupees (£70,000). 

Chuiida Sahib, attended by hi.s sou Aabid Sahilt, a few friends who had clung Hfe rrocceii- 
to him in misfoituiie, and a small Mahratta force, left Sattarah in the begiiming Kotna 
of 17 IS, and proceeded s(nith by slow step.s, ho]>ing to be able gi’adually to 
rally an army ai'ound him. On reaching tlie Ki.stna, the Eajniis of Chitteldroog 
and of Eediioro, then at open Avar, applied t(i him for aid. Tic gave it to 
the former; and on the 21111 of JlLarch <1 battle took place at Jfyaeonda, in 
which lie wa^ defeated and taken prisoner, and liis son aaa'i.s .slain. He Avas 
OiUTied in triumph to Eeduore, bub soon regained his liberty, and saAV his for- 
tnnc.s suddenly assume a pi'ijinising appearance at the moment AAdien they .seemed 
to Lave become (le.sperate (hi the very clay Avheu the battle of Myaconda 
Avas fought, i\ izani-ul-ilool k died AnAA'ar-u-diu thus lo.st liis protector at the 
time Avhen he stood most in need of him; ami Ohiinda Sahib obtained powerful 
iissistauce from ii ({uarter to Avdiich he had never looked for it. It Avdl be 
nece,ssary, lioAvever, hufure entering on the .series of events occasioned by the 
death of the LSdzam-ul-iVloolk, to attend to a transaction Avhich occurred about 
the .same lime, and iu Avhich the English East India Company became committed 
to a course of jiolicy at variance Avith that Avliich they had previously professed 
to pursue. 

Shortly after hostilities ceased hetAV'cen the Biitlsh and French, a native Tins com- 
prince of the name of Saujohee arriA^ed at Fort St, David, and applied for aid ioItoUh 
to reinstate him on the throne of Taiijore. SeA'en years had elapsed since he 
had lost it, ami yet, according to his OAvn account, he was not only the lawful 
heir, hut so powerfully supported that he had only to appear at the head of 
a small force, iu order to iusurii succe.sB, TTis application Avas certainly made at 
a fiivourable time, Peace had been suddenly proclaimed, Avhen the British, 
ashamed of their discomlitni’e at Pondiclieriy, were earnestly longing for an 
opportunity of regaining their laurels. A large body of troop.s wa,s assembled 
and ready for action; hut, according to all appearance, from the mere want of 
an enemy to figlit AAdth, they would be obliged to return to EiU’ope without 
having performed a single achievement. It is not Avondeiful that under such 
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cii'uuin.stanoea tlio applicixtion ol Saiijohec was welcomed by many. I ho nioLive.s 
wliicli iiittncnced Lliem, liowcvor, were not such as the g(jvornor and council of 
tliB presidency could adojtt, and t/lieir resolution to give :i.ssistanco was placed 
on very ditlerent gTounds. Besides entleavoni ing to secure the Company against 
loss by binding Saujohec if succ(>ssful to be;ir tlie whole expeirse of the war, 
they also stipulated for the cession of ihe fort of Devieotta, advantageously 
situated at the raoutlis of the Coleroon, and of the district attached to it. On 
such low grounds, and for sucli selfish ohjecta the Company wern made to ajipear 
for tlie first time in the very (piCKtiomuhle character of nieie mercenaries, lending 
out their troops for hire, and .sending them to spend their hloorl in a, natiin 
(piarrel ivitli which they had no concern, 

d’he kingdom of Tanjore, in which tlii.s injudicious campaign was to he 
carried on, consisted of a ti’act extending fi'om the (Joleroon soulhwards along tlie 
coast ahont seventy, and inland ahout sixty miles. It had fallen into the hands 
of the Mahrattas in the time of Wevajee, and was appropriated hy his brother, 
Venkajoe, wlio died after a reign of ,six years, leaving three sons. It passed to 
aU of them in succession in the order of their hirtli. But on tlie death of the 
last, as they had all left children, anumher of rival elaimauts ai)[)eared, and a 
civil war ensued, during whidi three in-egular Huece.s.sloiis took place within seven 
years. The whole power of the govermneut had lieen usurped hy hieid, the 
eommaiider of the fort of Tanjore, who set up ]iup}iet kings at pleasui'o. In 
this way Waujohec, aftei- wearing the crown for sewwal years, had been sot aside 
to make way for Pertaub Sing, his illegitimate hrother. It is obvious from tliis 
account that the actual posses-sor of the throne of Tanjore at the time when 
Sanjohee made his application at .Fort St. Bavid was an usurper; hut this affords 
no juKstilication of the conduct of the governor and t'onncil, who had no right to 
embroil the Company in a war for mercenary objects, and who had, moreover, 
on several occasions nut only recognized him as sovereign, hut courted his 
alliance. 

The force hy which it was exjrected that Sanjohee would recover the king¬ 
dom of Tanjore, consisted of 430 Eurojieaus and 1000 sepoys, with four iiehl- 
pieces ami fom- small mortars. The troops, accompanied hy Sanjohee, and com¬ 
manded hy Captain Cope, .set out in the end of March, 1749; the battering cannon 
and provi.sions proceeded hy sea in forn ship.s, two of them of the line. Much time 
appears to have been lost, for it was the ISth of April before the army encamped 
on the hanks of the Valarir, near its month at Portonovo, though the distance 
from Fort St. David did not exceed twenty miles. Time, liowever, was not the 
most .serious loss. The wrong season had been chosen. The clian^e of monsoon 
fi-Om north to .south took place on tlie very evening of their arrival, and was 
accompanied with a dreadful hrmicane, which continued to rage till fom o'doclc 
next moining, and with srxcli fury, that many of the draught hullock.s and houses 
were killed, the tents of the camp wer*e blown to rags, and all the military .stores 
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wen* niucli dainageil. At sea the mv.xgch ol' the sloriii wt*re htill greatpr The ad ivst 
Fenihroko, a sixty-gim sliip Ijeloiigiiig to the expedition, was wiecked, only dx 
ul' her crew escaping. Itsvais in tlu; same storm that the Naiaur, of ser euty-fonr 
gmiH, uii wliieh Admiral Bo.scaweii’.s duo- was hoisted, and the lincst ship of 
her size iu tlie English navy, perished with ThO men. 

After another delay, rendered necessary liy a march to Portonovo to repair Diinp.o t.r.- 
tlie damag'e which liad been .sustained, Oaptain Cope reac-hed the unrtliein 
branch of tlie Coleroou. Here he encamped and eutretiehed, heeaiise he was 
afraid to advance till hotter informed x)f the kind of reception that might 1 j(; 
anticipated. It soon appeared that yaujolice’s repiusentatioiis wore not to he 
eonlirmed No persons of rank declared for him, and not a .singie squadron 
/joined his standard, -while Pertaub Sing's troop.s were seen moving up and down 
on the opposite bank as if to dispute the passage Captain Cope tiiongiit it 
imjirudeut to put them to the test, and remained where he was, till he wa.s 
reinforced from Fort St. Da.vid with 1UO Europeans and AOO .sepoys. He now 
ventured to proceed, finrl discovered that he might safely have done it liefore, as 
scarcely any resistance Avas offe,)'ed. Diflieulties, hoAvever, soon imdtqilied upon 
him. The line of march Avas through a thick wood, Avliich exposed tliem to a 
galling fir(i from parties of the enemy concealed in it, Avhile the ojx'ii plains Avei'e 
covered Avi111 large bodies of horse and fijot mo\dag on their -flaidcs and rear. 

'’I’he positinu was really perilous, aud scorned still more so hecause the English 
trou]).s who liad not laPoro been bj'ouglit face to face Avilli an Indian army, natur¬ 
ally overrated the, advantage wliicb it deiived from atisL .siiperioiity of ruimbers, 

A general alarm ^v&'^ oonse(]uontly felt, an alarm which might have groAvn to 
a fatal panic, had not the steadiue.s.s of the artillery kept the enemy at bay Avliilo 
a retreat to the river Avas elfected. Here a council of Avar Avas deliberating 
Avliotber to proceed or AA-ait, when po.sitive ordor.g from Admiral Do.scawen to 
advance on DoAucotta at all events, left no altci-iiative. Plappily, a line of 
road, leading tbrougli a compairitively open country along- the banks of the 
I'iver to the ,sea-coast, was aeeidentiilly discovered by some* of the sokbers, Pur- 
,suing it without much annoyance, the troops, afti-r a march of ten miles, lialtA’d 
in the evening a mile east of the town. 

The slup.s Avere anchored near the mouths of the river, not more than four FaUmo ot 
■miles from the camp, and yet so imperfectly Avere the meaiifi of intelligence pro- 
vided, that they Avere not aAAmre of each other’s fa-e.sence. The exense afteiArards 
given was that the intervening ground waft Ioav and covered Avitli trees. What 
AFas now to be done? The batten-ing cannon wa.*? on board the ships, and the 
troops had only tliree clays’ proAo.sions. A sudden assault could not .succeed, a,s 
the walls AArere lioo high to he escaladed; a proposal to advance the iMd-pieces by- 
night, aud gain an entrance by battering in the gate, waft rejected, perhaps 
because it was too I'ational for Captain Cope to appiwe of it; and the cliilciiali 
resolution was adopted of trjdng to terrify the place into a surrender by 
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fcbrowitii;- slieD-a into it In two nights of tliis foolish work all tiu' shells were 
expended, and nothing now leiuaiued lint retreat, ft was aecompllshcd with 
much move ditiiculty and loss than the adwmee; and the troops, after a long 
and harassing march, ictnrned to Fort St David, Avdth nothing hetter to detail 
than misfortuiu's and ldiin<Ier,s. 

The presidency having uiidertakou the cause of Sanjolu'e, had still two, and 
onlv’ tw'o, houour.djle coiir.scs lieforo them The one was to persevere in his 
name, the other was to abandon the contest altogether. Declining hotli the,se 
courses, they devised a tiiird, wliioh, thongli it enaliled them ultimately to gain 
their ohject, lel’t a .stain on their i‘e})utatioii T'hcy made no sci uple of abandoning 
Saujohee, but felt a .strongi'v longing' than ever for Dovicotta. It was deter¬ 
mined, therefori', to wre.sb it from its rightful owners, at all events, whether hy 
force or fear. A mnv e.vpoditioii was accordingly fitted out, and Avith imicli 
moji'o prmicneo tliaii before, ft was commandwl liy Major Lawrence, the oliicor 
of highest vepiitatiou in India, and oscaiicd the fatigue and danger,s of a land 
marcli, hy proceeding- at once to the scene of action by ,sca. Six ship.s, tliree of 
them of the line, carried tlio Enropcanis, 800 in nnmher, with the artilleiy and 
baggage; while 1 500 sepoys aeconi])anied them in large boats used hy the natives 
for coasting', liaving arrived and anchored in tlie mouth of the Coiei'ooii, the 
troop.s and stores pvocecdeil in boats up the arm leading to DeA'icotta, and Avere 
landed on the hank ojiposite to it. This jiositiou Avas cho.seu, hotli because the 
ground on the other side Avas marshy, and the Tanjore army lay encamped 
under the walls. 

The fort, about a mile in cii'cuil, formed an iiregulav hexagon, inclo,sed hy a 
brick wall eighteen feet high, and llauked hy s([nare or circular towej's. The 
attaclc Avas made on the eastern side hy linir twenty-four pounders, and in thre(i 
days the breach aauih pronoimeod practicable. Tlie great diflicult}'' now Avas to 
cross the stream, Avliich besides being dangerous from its rapidity, had Avoody 
banks, from Avhich the enemy were prepared to defend the pa.ssago, ft Avas 
idtimattdy effected hy John iloor, a ship-carpenter, avIio not only con trived a raft 
capable of cunying 400 men, hut SAA'am the riA'cr rluring a vqvj dark night rvitli 
a rope, which urns attached Avithout being .seen to the root of a large tree on 
tlK' one .side and fo the raft on the other. By this contrivance the AAdiole troo]),s 
were transported, and soon .succeeded in clearing the tliickets, Tlu' enemy 
liad not attempted to repair tlic breach, hut loanring’ from it the <lirection in 
wdiich the final attempt Avould he made, endeaAmnred to counteract it hy fornung 
an cntrenclmieut, whiclr stretched from the hanks of the river acres,s thi,s side of 
tlie fort, Tlii,s errtrenclriiieut, though not finished when the troops ewRsed, pre¬ 
sented a .serious oh,^.tacle to further jrrogress, the more especially'that in front of 
it there AA'-a.s a deep and miry livnlet. The atta(;k, howeA'er, was resolved upon; 
and ClAo, vvlro bad finally quitted the civil for the military service, and attained 
the rank of lieutenant, yolunteered to conduct it. His offer was accepted, 
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fiiiil he ailvaiieed to the rivulet with o jdatoon of tliirty-four linro^^emis and 700 * 11 ) iri" 
,seFo_v.-5 The Europeans and part of the sepoys haviiio- crossed without nmeh dith- 
eulty, Olive liasLened on to take the entrenchnieiiL in llaidc at tliat pait where 
it. remained unlluished. The Europeans ke])t close ky him, Imt the sepoys who lul,' " 
had passed remained at the rivulet, \vaithi<f till their conpianions from the (klier 
■side .should join them. Clivt' ;nid his liaudlii] of Europeans tliii.s left their rear 
completely ex})Oried The enemy at once saw their advantage; and a party of 
horse, who Inul stood concealefl on the, soutli side lietweeii the projections of the 
towers ruslied out nud were within a few jards of the platoon, Iielbre they .saw 
their danger, or could face ahcuit to meet it. In an inst.ant, twenty-six of the 
party were cut dowJi; only four escaped. Clive, reserved for g-reater things, wins 
one of llieiu. A horseman had lifted his sword to strike him. Imt ho e.scii})ed 
the blow l.iy stepping iiimhl}'- aside. 

On thi.s disaster, Jviajor Lawrence lost no time in advancing with all the Cuptiia cf 
Eurojieans ill a compact body The trench was easily carried, and the Tanjoriije.s. 
after attempting ixi vain to refloat tlie manmiivro wliieh had [moved .so fatal to 
Clive's little hand, hegaii to save themselves by llight. No resistance was 
offered at the breach, and the Cut when entei'cd was found completely evacu¬ 
ated The veal olijcct of the cx[)oditioti iu-iiig now accomplished, the jire.sidency 
had no longer any taste f'oi' Tanjovine warfare, and only kept nj) a .show i>f hos¬ 
tilities till they should he able to seenre their new coiKpiest hy regidar treaty. 

It was not ueces.sary to wait long, for the king, though naturall}' iiuHgnant at 
having been involveil in hostilities with a foreign [lower which he had done 
nothing to [irovoke, had no inclination to eontiinie them. On pro[)Osing term.s 
of accommodation he, was surprised and delighted to learn that the elaima of a 
rival to his crown were not to be iii-sisteil on, and that if a pen.sion of lOdO 
rupeca was settled on Saujoheo, for the salce of saving- appearances, cfteetual 
steps would be taken to prevent him from giving any fm-ther ti'ouble. In short, 
the pre.sidency, instead of continuing to he Id.s [irotectors, would condescend 
to act as his Jailers. In return for their generosity in thus sacrificmg him, 
all they asked for themselve.a was Eevicotta, together with as nmeh of the 
adjoinhig territory as would yield an annual revenue of 9000 pagoda.s (about 
£3.70), and also the expenses of the war! Ttiis la.st stipulation, all thing,s con¬ 
sidered, was utterly disgraceM to those who exacted it; but tlie Icing wa.s not 
in a condition to re.sist, for events had just taken place in Arcot which made him 
awai-e tliat he might soon bo engaged iji a deadly struggle with still more 
formidable, enemies. 

As Clive was first brought prominently into notice during this Tanjore EyU'Ufeof 
campaign, it will he proper irrconeluding it to prepare for the remarkable career 
OH which he was now about to enter, by giving Home details of his earlier life. 

Robert Clive, the eldest of a fintiily of aix sons and seven daughters, was 
born on the 29t.h of September, 1725, at the mansion of a small estate called 
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A.D. Sfcyclie, situated in the parish of Moretoii-Say, near Maiicet-Dra.yton, in Shrop¬ 
shire. Hi.s father, Ilichard Clive, possessed the alcove estate, and added to the 
rather scanty income which he derived from it by practising as a lawyer; Ids 
mother wa.s Itebecca, daughter of Nathaniel Gaskill, of Manchester. In this 
city he spent hi.s childhood in the faruily of Mr. Bayley, wlio had married Inis 

niotlieris .sistei'. According 
to tliis gcntlenian lie wa,s in 
his seventli year of a tierce 
and imperious t(:!iii[)er, and 
“out of measure addicted” 
to figliti.ng. From Manches¬ 
ter he was sent wltil.e yet 
vei'y young to a school at 
Lo,stocke, in C,he.shire, taught 
by J)r. Eiitou, wlio is said to 
Iiave predicted, that if “he 
lived to be a man, and op¬ 
portunity enal.iled him to 
exert his talents, few names 
would be, gi'eater tlmri Iris,” 
From Lo,stocke lie removed, 
at tlie age of eleven, to a 
school cat Ma,rket-Drayton, 
where he took a lead among 
his sclioolfellows for niiscliief 
c'uid daring, and was one 
morning seen seated on a 
stone vspout near the top of 
its lofty steeple. A few years later he attended the Merchant Tailors’ School 
in London, His last school was at Hemel-Homp.stead, in Hertfordshire, where 
he was in 1743, when he. was appointed ,a witer in the service of the East 
India Company. 

ciiTo'sftii- His destination was Mach’as, which he reached .late in 1744. Tlie voyage 
aaa wTitor. ''Das tediou.s, but lie appears to have turned, his time to good accouiit, for dm'i.lig 
a nine months’ detention of the ship at Brazil he made himself familiar with the 
Portuguese language. His letters, wi-itteu to Ids friends at homo shortly after 
he had entered on the duties of his office,, disphxy a kindly, thoughtful, 

well; expressed as to justify a doubt.of the accuracy of the 
which has been made, that.he idled aWcay his .time at; school, and, was 
in conserpieiice very imperfectly educated. To one he says, “ I inu.sL conre,ss, at 
intervals, when I think of my dear native,England, it affects me in a very par¬ 
ticular manner; however, knovring it to be for my own welfare, I rest content 
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anrl patient, wishing fclie views for which niy faUicr sent inu libj'O mar, in ad itc 
all rcspcotri, he Pullj^ aceoin])li,jlioil.'’ To a cousin of his own ago ho opr-us liis 
lieavt more fully, and Avrites as follows:—“ I really think the advantages which 
accrue to us here are greatly (jverhahmeod hy the sacrifices we make of oni’ con¬ 
stitutions. I have ii(ji heeii unacfjnniutcd with the fickleness of foitnne, and 
may sal'clj' .^ay, I har'e not enjojmd one hajipy day since I loft m}" iiabiv(j 
country. I am not actpiainted with any one family in the ]>lace, and have not 
assiuance enough to introduce inyself without being- a,skcd If the state I am 
now in will admit of any lm.ppine.ss, it must he when I am -writing to my 
friends la-ttens .surely w'cre first invented for the comfort of snch solitav}:- 
wretches as 1113 .self.” 

These extracts liavo a tinge of the melancholy to wliicli he was constitu- ciivo'bcw- 
tionally subject, and -which was doubtle.s.s aggi-avated not merely b}^ the Inueli- latumiioiy 
ue,ss referi’ed to in them, but al.so lij’ an em[)loymcut to which he ai>pears from 
the vciy first to have had a decided aversion As yet the character of the 
(lompanv wsis almost entirely mercantile, and the writer spent his time very 
much as ordinary clerks do in large omimercial establishments. While thus 
employed Cllive’s temi}er occasionally gave waj-, ami the secretary under whom 
writers were placed on their first arrival -was .so offendc-d at something he had 
said or done, that lie complaiiied of him to the governor. Ho ovas ordered to ask 
the .secrotar 3 f.s pardon, and complied; bnt shoi-tly after, when that gentleman 
with great kindness, wl.shing to bni-y the past in oblmon, invited him to iliniier, 
he received tlie ungracions, surly, ami hfilf -vundictive ans-wer, "No, sir; the 
governor did not command me to rliiio with you.’’ Other intemperate acts, 
hazarding the lo.ss of his situation, are recorded; and he i.s even said to have 
made an attempt on his own life. The account given is, tlint an accpiaintance 
calling uj)on him was asked to take np a jiistol which was lying in the room, 
and fire it out of the window. On .seeing that it went oflj Clive, who was 
sitting- in a very gloomy mood, started np, as if astoni.shed, an<l exclaimed, 

“Well, I am re.served for .something! That pi.stol I have twice .snapped at my 
own bead.” I’be la.st act of his life makes this story not im])robable, and yet 
it cannot be considered as perfectly antlieiitlcated. 

If -want of congenial employment -was one of the main causes of tills -wild nfe i!»c.nie 
and reckless conduct, the remedy was at hand. Labourdoiuiais’ attack on D^utuioof 
Madras in 17-16 must, for the time at least, have converted every servant of the 
Company within it into a soldier. No record remain.s of the manner in wliicb 
Olive comported hira.seltj liut it can scarcely be doubted that had defence been 
attempted he would have been found among tlie foremost. As it was, he only 
shared the fate of his fello-ws, and was still resident in the town as a prisoner 
of war, when Dupleis, by gro.ssly violating the tei'ms of capitulation, freed him 
from his parole, and left him at liberty to consult hj.s convenience or safety 
in any -way he pleased. On this occasion he was one of tbase who escaped, dis- 
Yol. T, 68 
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gimeil as natives, aud succeeded in reaching' ITiirt St David ITere, sliortl^r 
after liis arrival, he hocamo involved in a transiiction wdiieh gave Idui more 
notoriety than fame. Two othcers. who had v,'•on luone^y at cards, were strongly 
suspected of liaAung pla^^cd unfairly, hut most of the losins were terrified into 
payment CTive, who was one of them, was not to he so hnllied, and distiiicHy 
declared that he rvould nol pa^i, simply heeause the money wa.s not fairly 
won. The officer whom he thus accused challenged him. The parties met, 
it is said, without seconds. Clive having fired and missed ; his antagonist came 
up, and holding the jiistol to his liead, told him to aslc his life, Tie did so, 

and was then told that he must also retract his eliargo of luii'aiv play, lie 

refused, and vdien the pistol was again placed at liis head exclaimed, “Fire, 

and he-. I said you cheated; I say so still, and I will lu'ver jiay you." 

The ofiieer, in astouishment, threw awa 3 ' hi.s pistol, .sajdng that Clive was mad. 

It i.s prohahle that at Fort St. David Clive resinned his oecupatloii ns a 
writer, hut it wa.s only as a temporai-y expedient. He liail fomul his ti'uu voea,- 
tion, and in 1747 ohtained an ensign’s commission. The hopes already enter- 
tallied oi' liiiu aiipear from the letter of the court of directors of this j^ear to 
the prcssideucy of Madras. After alluding to the capture hy .Laliourdoimais, 
they say, “ Be sure to encourage Ensign Clive in his martial ])iirsuits, aeeonling 
to his merit; any iinprovcmont he shall make therein shall lie dnl}'’ regarded 
hy us.” His first recorded service after ho olitainod his eunuuis.sion was at the 
mismanaged siege of Pondicherry, where he attracted much notice hy activity 
and gallantrjA Strange to .say, rumour at tliis very time charged him with 
an act of cowardice. While posted at a battery the ainmuiiition failcal, and ho 
ran off to bring it, instead of sending a sergeant or corporal. An officer 
jnaliciouslji insinuated that it Avas not zeal hut fear that had made him run. 
Clive, the iiiomenb lie was made aware of the insiimation, called upon the 
officer to disaiviw it, and on receiving only an unsatisfactory explanation chal¬ 
lenged him. "While they were on the way to the place of meeting, some 
irritating words pnB.sed, and he ivas .struck by his opponent Their swords 
Avere iu.stantly draAvn, but .some persons prc.sent interfered and ]ire vented them 
from fighting. Their conduct Avas made the subject of a court of iiupury, and 
a,s the falsehood and malignitji- of the insinuation Avere easily proved, the 
author of it Avas ordered to ask Clive’s pardon in front of tho battalion to 
Avhicli they both belonged. Here the matter ought to liaA^e rested, but as no 
notice had been taken of the bloAi', Clive insisted that .satisfaction Avas still 
due. On its being refused, he AvaA'ccl liis cane oA’-er the head of his antagonist 
and liranded him as a coward. ItAvould seem that he really Avas so; for he 
submitted to the disgi-ace, and next day resigned his conum.ssion. 

The details hoav given bring doAm the narratWe of OlWo’s life to tho date 
of the second Tanjore campaign, m which he has been seen volunteering to load 
the assault on Devicotta, and making a hairbreadth escape with his life during 



C'iiAr. IV. J 


TflE x\.FFAn:S OF TANJOTIE 


-m 


tlio act of daring'. The iiihig'ht thus far olitained into hi-, aharaoter disposes \ u ivn 
us to regard him as a man of a gloomy ea.st of mind, and a liut, iiritahie temper; 
joalous of his lumoiir. and rjuick to resent an injury; hold even to foolliardiiiess, 
yet C(jllocted in the midst of danger, never lo.sing his presence of iiiind, but 
ahvnys ])erforming his [)avt feasdessly, with induinitahle enei-gy and j.icrses'crance. 

A.s yet little opportunity has l)eon gdven for tlie display of tliese rpialitie.s, but 
they will soon find a jjropcr .sphere, andi make their possessor tlie hero of gu'eat 
eveiit.s. 

In coneludiug tlie account of the Tanjore campaign, it wa.s oli,served that the siio.v-,ioiuo 
king’s .submission to the harsh and unjust terms imposed upon him was partly ji.u.ikiiib- 
owing to The danger with which he was threatened fr<ini another cpiartcr. The 
events in whieli tliLs danger originated must now he explained. A'izain-ul- 
Aloolk left .six wins At hl.> death Ghazi-u-din, the eldest, was high in office 
at the court of Dellii. and easily obtained from the emperor, Ahmed Shah, a 
coidirraation of his sueoossiou t(j the .sonbah of the Deccfin. Otlier oxigagements, 
however, prevented him from attempting immediately to take po.ssession, and 
rivrd claimants, taking advantage of his absence, began to contest the succes¬ 
sion. On the one side, Nazir Jung, as the second son of Niznm-ul-Moolk, pre¬ 
tended to have become la-wdul heir by an alleged I'euunciation of his elder 
Itt’other; on the other side, Hedayet Mohy-u-din Khan, afterwards known by 
lii,s title of Muzzuffer Jung (Victorious in War), though oid,y the son of Nizani-ul- 
]\Iooik's daughter, claimed in virtue of an alleged will, hy Avliich hi.s grandfatliei’, 
with whom he had alway.s been a special favoiu’ite, had left him the .soubali of 
the Deccan and the greatest part of his treasures. Nazir Jmig had the start 
of hi.s competitor, and gaining possession of the treasures, po.sse.ssed the most 
eSbctnal means of securing the favour of the army. Muzzuffer Jung’s cause 
had in consequence Lecome almost hopeles.s, when he was miexpectedly joined 
b}^ Chuncla Sahib, who, eneoin-aged by jiromiscs of aid from Dnpleix, was ])re- 
piu'ing to contest the right to the nabobship of Arcot with Ainvar-u-din. The 
union between Muzzuffer Jung and Chunda Sahib was founded not only on 
mutual iutore.sts, but also on similaritj'' of foi'tuues, inasmncli as they were both 
claiming on a female title. 

The eoinhiued forces, forming a respectahle army, imnrediately advanced to Dorsatand 
the frontiers of the Carnatic, and were there joined hy a powerM reinforcement Auwar-u 
from Pondicherry. .It cousi-sted of 400 Etu-upeans and 2000 sepoys, under the of Areot!”'’ 
command of Al. cl’Autenil, who had been allowed by the blundering of tlio 
nabob to make tliuir march across the low country wdtliout molestation. Seeing 
the aid given to his enemies by tlie French, Anwar-n-din’s natural course would 
have heeii to streugtlieii himself by an aUianee with the English; but whether 
he was so confident in hi.s own might that he disdained to ask assistance, or the 
miserable expedition to Tanjore had made them averse, or left them too feeble 
to afford it, he advanced unaided to the encounter, His ai-my consisted of 
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12,000 Lavalvy anil 8000 inlanti}’, wUi ho todU iqi a position -wiLh oiio 

Hank lestiny ou the hill-ibrb of Ainl.iuoi, ahouL hl’ty jiiih's west of Ai'cot, ami 
tlie, oilier oil a hill hounding one of the passes into Llm (jainafcic If he ihose this 

spot under the idea that it 
eonuu.uided the only piMc- 
lieahle cuLnuiee into his 
lenitories, he was mis- 
takeu, hut the euoiny, 
Hiougli probahly awiuo of 
his bluiuier, did not alten\})t 
to pi'olil by it Tlieir nuin 
heis doubled his, and they 
doubtless deeiiK'd it move 
eredilabhv to foico his posi¬ 
tion than to evade or turn 
it The hnvut of the action 
on their jvavt fell on the French tioopa, who gallantly eauiod the position, 
after they had been twice repiilaed. The contest was now hopeless, but 
Aiiwar-u-din coutlnued it with great bravery till ho was slain Ills two sons, 
Maphujie Khau and Mahomed Ali, were lioth present Tiie former was talcon 
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prisoner; the latter lied, and took refuge in Tvichinopoly, nearly 2o() miles 
distant from the scene of action. The victorious luiiiy proceeded at once for 
Ai'Cot, ami entered it iidthont opposition. Muzznlfer Jnug and Chunda Sahil) 
immediately assumoil fhe vlignities which they had claimed; the one taking the 
title of .soubalnlar and the other of nabob. iRluch time which ought to have 
been employed iu giving a liuishing stroke to the war was consnuied in childish 
ceremonials; hut, as if this had not been enough, Dupleiv thought it light 
that ills own vanity also should he giatilied, aud the new souhahdav and nabob 
made a pompons entry into Pondicherry, where they spent some time vying 
with theh’ entertainer in senseless extra.vagaTice. T'rench interests at the .sanu' 
time were not forgotten, for Chunda Sahib mavle the company a, grant in yev- 
petual sovereignty of eighty-one villages hi tlie neighbourhood of their capital. 

The ceremonials over, Dupleix, fully alive to the danger of further dclayy 
urged the departure of his gue.sts, and laboured to impress them with the neces¬ 
sity of proceeding instantly ag'ainst Trichiuopoly. They expressed complete 
acquiescence in all hi.s views, aud set out as if determined forthwith to carry them 
into effect. Tfo sooner, however, were tlioy'’ beyond the reach of hi.s importunity, 
than they followed then own course. They did proceed with their army for 
the south, but suddenly changed the dhection and turned from Trichiuopoly to 
make a campaign in Taiijore. Then’ motive waa to replenish the treasury, 
which wa.y nearly exhausted. Tanjore seemed the far easier conquest of tho two, 
and they had no doubt that, at the very worst, the king would gladly buy them 
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(ilf liy a la]'<.;v contriljiifcioii L'ciiig' (liu^; raulccided as to tiie uiiaractcr w liirli tlioj- \ n irifl 
might to assume, they aeled iii the irresolute nuumer usually evhihitcd iu such 
ehcumstances and allowed tluanselve^ to he outra[)ped iutn a uegotiaiiou which 
the Iviiig skilfully laotracli'd till he knew that iS'uzlr Juiig had aiiivcd in 
iVrcot This wais a cmithigeiiey which, tliougli most |iroljali]e iu itself, had never 
mice occupied their thought-> Indeed, their tir.st knowdedg-c ol it was ohtained 
hy a iiiessag’o from Dujileix, It had all the etfect of a surjirise, and tla*}'' took 
the only emusc open to them, hy retreating with jtrecijjitatiou towards Pondi¬ 
cherry 


Whih' thc^ hhencii were taking a decided part in tim great struggle wliieli ^ 
v/as to determine the future fortunes of the Deccan, the English kmwv irot how 
to act The jmesideiiey had, on t’ueir own re-.])ousihility, heemne parties to a 
war iu Tanjore, hnt the result had disappointed them; and their iiitcrfeieiice 
now seemed to tliein not a precedent which tliey oiiglit to follow, liut a beacoti 
wliieh tliey ought to avoid. The success which had attendisl the French arms 
was as g.dl and w'ormwood to them; and they would fain have emjiloyed all ilieir 
force on the o])posite side, especially if they had felt sure that it was to pi'ove 
the wimiing side. This, however, was very doubtful; ami the result of iutcr- 
meddliug, tlioveforc, might be to subject thomseh'cs to the disjilcasure, and 
ultiraatelj'' call down the vengeance of the .successful competitors for the feonhab 
and iiabobship. These, and .similar considerations miglit perhaps have jnstilled 
them in resolving to remain as mere spectators of the conle.st, but certainly 
could not justify the very extraordinary cour.se which iliey adopted. Wluai 
Mahomed Ali, who liad .shut himself up in Trichinopoly and assumed the title 
of nabob, earnestly imidored their as.sistauee, they at first turned a deaf ear, and 
afterward.s, as if in mockery rather tliaii iu earnest, sent him a pal try rcmforce- 
ment of 120 Europeans. By this act they committed themselves as mixcli as if 
they had .sent him 1000. They had chosen their side and must maintain it; 
and yet, with ^nou.strous and .suicidal ineonsisteney, they at this very time 
declined Admiral Boseawen’s offer to remain, and allowed liini to depart with 
his fleet for Europe. So ab,sm-d did the proceeding apipcac to the Frencli, that 
for some time they did not believe, the departure to he. more than a feint; but at 
length, when sati.sfied that it was a reality, could not refrain from openly mani¬ 
festing their delight. 

After the British and French had taken their sides, both wore naturally 
anxious to show that they had made tlie right choice, and given their .support to 
tho.so who had the best title. On this subject volume,s were v^nitten, but to very 
little purpo.se, for two reasons: first, because, were it worth tlie while, it could 
easily be shown that the titles of all the claimants were ab.soluteiy bad; and, 
secondly, because it was mere hypocrisy on the part of the, two companies to pi-e- 
tend that they were fighting for legitimacy, when it was well understood that 
the justice of the war was a matter of perfect indift’erence to them, and that their 
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\D 1 1 tine position was that of raoioeiiaiies, intent milp on the ^ain wliicli they 
stipulated oi niioliL he aide to cxloit in icLiuii foi tlieii siivitts Tlio most 
lasom ilde vmw that um he tikrai ot the luattn is tint the leyivlai tomse rd 
oosciument liad Ijccn f om]dckly hiidvi u up and tint in the ecui i d sei imldi 
winch bad ensued, the two eompuuLS ucie as well entitled as any otliei piitus 
io niike the must of it mou e^peciall^ as it was not impo siblc tint then 
iiiipoi taut eonuiieicid intensts nni^ht Ic conipiouiiscd 
s 11 juiu When iJn/ziithu Jun„ Inst took the held, Ishi/n Jung seems to hut' 
emnii ' icgudcd il IS little moie than a ^ontldul ouihieak Mliieh it it did not Liny it-, 
“ ' own }iunishuitint alou_, n itli it nuglit it any tune he e^a ^lly svippiessi d Altei 
thehittle ot Ainbooi he saw k isou to 'view it inaveiy difteunt light and 
made Ins piepintions utoidin,^ly A[ipoiiitnig the celt hi a Led ioit ol (iiijoce 
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situated about tliii'ty-five miles noith-ave&t of Pondieheuy, as tlie goneial 
place of xendezvous, he issued faummonses, in his ch.aiautei of yonhahdar ol 
the Deccaiij to all its v.aiious dependencies, and soon saw hmiseli luinishcd 
■witli contingents fiom all (^[uaiteis, to such an amount that las wliole ainiy 
■was estimated at 300,000 Among these were a contingent of 0000 lioise, 
farnlahed and commanded by Mahomed Ali, whose hopes of tlie nahobship 
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were Ijoiiud up with Nazir Jung''s cstalilisliinent as souhalalai; and a coutin- a.d ins. 
^euL oi' dOO Euro])cans, furnislied hy the C'nmp.my and commanded liy ilajor 
Lawieuce. The presidency, having satisfied themselves that the man who 
eoiild muster an aimy of GOO OOO men must he the real sonliafidar, had got rid 
of all their doubts and scruples on the subject of his title, and resolved iiiag- 
nanimondy to share his foitiines At the .s.iiiio time it was thought jiruflent to 
J'eel his pulse, and Major Lawieuoe, together with L'a[)tam Dalton, and a mem- 
her of council who accompanied thmii, were coniini'-sioned to act as a trio, and 
tri'iit with Nazir Jung on the interests of the Company ITe received them 
with politeiu'ss, paid them orimital compliments, and was liberal in his iirouiise.s 

The French endeav'oured to keeji up the spirits of their allies, and along with N.i^a Jiui,- 
them took up an excellent position, fioin which all the mig-hty host of Na.zir ,i„aohfcuiis 
Jung would luivc been nnahle to dislodge them. The only part of the force, jt',',/. 

really founiilahle was the detachment under Major Lawronee M. d’Anteuil Jung. 

(Muloavoui'od to bribe it into inactivity hj' sending a nu'ssenger to nccpiaint the 
major that, though their troops were arrayed on opposite sides it was his wish 
that no Euroiieau blood should ho spilled Ho thoreforv asked to know in what 
])art of Nazir Jung's army the Engli.sh took post, in order that none of his shot 
might oome that way. Major LawTeirce, cstimatiug this eoimnunicatiou at its 
true worth, replied that the English coloui.s were tarried on the fiag-gim of 
their artillery, aird that, tliorrgli he too was anxious to spare Eriropieau blond, he 
would certainly returrr airy shot that might Ire scut him M. d’Arrteriil, in iiro- 
posing a kind of rreutraliby between the Frerrch and English, Lad not given the 
true reason. His rrreir were in mutirry, and rro fewer than thirteen of bis 
ofiicers had thrown up their cornrrri.ssioirs in presence of the eneury. This 
unworthy proceeding was adopted to avenge themselves on the govcriior, with 
wlionr they had had a hitter rpiarrel before leaving PondicherTy. The cause 
need not he irrrjuired into, hut the efieet was imjiortarrt, M d’Auterril, con¬ 
vinced that his men would nob fight, ordered them to quit the field arrd march 
home without delay. Muzznffer Jung, who had previou.slj'’ begun to despair of 
his cause, and heerr atterrrpting to eorne to an accommodation udblr his irncle, 
thought that not a morrrerrt was to be lost; and on receiving a solemir as.surairce 
that he would ireitlier he iiuprisoued nor deprHed of the govermnerrt which he 
had held dirring Iris gTarrdfatlier’s lifetime, passed over to the enemy. The 
pledge given him was violated without scruple. He was immediately throwrr 
into fetters, and Iris troops, attacked and dispersed, were almost cut to pieces. 

Chrrnda Sahib holraved with more spirit, arrd fared better. Accompanying the 
French at the head of his cavalry, he repeatedly charged tire Malrrattas, who, 
led by Morari How, hung upoir their flank and rear, arrd well nigh succeeded in 
cuttirrg oil’ their retreat. 

The arrival of the troops in wr-etched plight tlrrew Pondicherry into conster- nupiekius 
natron. Dnpleix, though he pretended to make light of it, saw the fnll extent lupromw 
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AD 1 .TJ 0 . of the disaster, and, as usual when furce failed, liad recoin-se to diplomac_y. It 
was known that there was eonsiderahh' clisatlVction in Nazir Jnno’fc; camp 
Several chiefs, who had ])ledgod tlieinsolves for the honourahle treaLnieiit of 
Muzzuher Jung, wert'indignant at liis ca[)tivity, and still more at tin' evasive 
answers given to themselves wlicn they applied to ho contirined in their goveru- 
nieut=^ Dipileix, hawng rdatained peitiu.ssioii, aftoi’ several reliuffs, to send an 
emha.ssy to Nazir Jungs camp for the purpose of negotiating a peace, employed 
his deputies not only in ascertaining the extent of the defection, hut in foment¬ 
ing it Their ])roposal.s were pin'posely wi framed as to protract the negotiation, 
which, thoipgh it osteiisihly failed, gained all that he sought by It, He had 
secured a pairty who, from ludoiigiug ostensihly to Nazir Jiing’.s cain]i, would 
ilo belter service than if they had been ranged uinler French hanners. 
i,un I\lajor Lawrence, wlio had suspicions ol‘ the French deputies, eudeavoured to 

ruin"'in-, Nazir Juiig oil his guard, and obtained a personal iutenview for this pur- 

iNi/ji.riiii,' pf),,,,. hut as he could oidy eoinuuiuictite by an iutei’])rotur, who feared to give 
tilt' true ineaiiiiig of his words, the wariiiug was given iu vaiTi Tlie major then 
endeavouT'ed, along with the deputie.s who accompanied him, to obtain a con¬ 
firmation of a grant of territory near Madras, which l\Iahnmed i\li, as nabob, 
liiul made to the OonipanjMn return for the .services of their troo])S After 
much prevarication compliance was promised, provided he would accoiuiiaiiy the 
eamja to Arcot, to which the .soubalular was eager to proceed, not for any stra- 
tigetieal purpose, but to indulge his taste for licentious pleasures, Disgusted 
at all lie .sa\v, Major Lawrence refused; and after .speaking his miml freely, 
returned with ids troo[)S to Fort St David 

Siiei-, iL-or Leaving Nazir Jung to Jits degrading pleasmes at iii’cot, we must now 

m rwuUi 7 , T, , , „ 

iollosv the proceedings or the, trench, who, liavuig recovered from tlieir conster¬ 
nation, not only began to ivgn'm their lo.st ground, hut were emboldened to 
make new conquests. In order to avenge an attack wliich had liecn made by 
Nazir Jung’s orders on their factory at Masulipatani, situated at the mouths of 
tlie Kistna, a detachment of 200 £uro]ieans and 300 sepoys, with seweral pieces 
of battering cannon, were embarked at Pondicherry, in two large .ships, iu the 
beginning of July, 1750, and landing in the nigkt, took the, city by surprise 
with almost no loss. It was immediately put in a po.sition of defence, and 
re,served to become the nucleus of other conquests which were already meditated 
in the same, quarter. T’heir next conquest, if not ,so important in itself, did 
more to redeem the credit of their arms. About fifteen miles cast of lArt St. 
David .stood the town of Trivadi, with a pagoda so strongly fortified a.s to .servo 
as its citadel It .seemed to the Frcncli a desii-able po.s.sc.s,sion, botli from its 
proximity to the British tenitory, and as a .station which might he turned to 
good account in a southern campaign. It was taken without re.sistance, 
and ga.rrisoned with only fifty Europeans and 100 sepoys, Mahomed Ali, 
to whom it previously belonged, justly infetiing that the capture had been made 




not for itself hut for ulta-ioi- objects, took alarm and resolved to make an clf'orb a d. i 7 ;«. 
to regain it. 'With tlii.s vi(;w lie raiaed an army, half of it drami from tlic sou- 
l)alidar’.s camp at Arcot, and l>y engaging to defray all expenses, induced Major 
Lawrence, wlio Avas acting at kort St. David a.s temporary gos’eruor, to sCTid him 
a detacliuient of fOO Einsipeans and DiOO sepoys. Ili.s avIioIo force mustered 
20,000 men, Avitli Avdjom, after encainjnug’ for a .short time in the plain of Tri- 
vandiparam, a little west of F{jrt St. David, from Avducli lie Avas to receive two 
2 Lpoiiuder.s and military stores, lie marched .along the .south bank of the Pennar, 
and found the French posted on the oppo.site hank, about eight milc.s east of 
Ti'ivadi. The French Avere entrenched; and Mahomed All, tliough .strongly 
urged by Captain Cope, who commanded the British rlctacbment, to talce up a 


po.sitiun Avblch Avoultl force an engagement, Avas too coAvardly to comply, and uaiiomea 
contented lum.self Avitb .skirmi.sbe.s and a distant cannonade. After .some time cov\artiicu'. 


Avasted in this Avay, Mahomed Ali proposed marching off to the west, hut 
Captain Cope J'efiised to accompany him; and on being refused papnont of the 
expenses Avhiuli had been promised, was ordered by Major Lawrence to return 
with his troops to Fort St David. Tiioy arrived there on the tSth of Augast, 
and the French lost not a moment in taking advantage of their aliseiice. Mus- 
tering a force which amounted in all to ISOQ Europeans, 2.'00 sepoys, and 1000 
house, levied liy Clnmda, Snliiii, tliej’- brought the enemy to action, and gained 
a complete victory Avithout the loss of a single man. Mahomed Ali escaped 
Avitli difficulty, and reached Ai'cot with only tAvo or three attendants. 

NotAvith,standing the consternation [iroduced by this defeat, Nazir Jung still nuajyop 
remained inactive; and the French, loft at full liberty to pursue their Adctoiious swt of 
career, wore emboldened to attack Ciingee. This celebrated furtres.?, in Aidiieh 
Ave have already .seen the Mahrattas resisting, for many yeans, the Avliole poAver 
of the Mog'ul empire iindoi' Aurungzche, is .situated among tlie Eastern Ghauts, 
about thirty-fiA’e miles north-Ave.st of Pondicherry, and eiglity-llve miles .sonth- 
Ave.st of Madra.s, It con.si.sted of tliree .steep and craggy hills, Avith an inter¬ 
vening liolloAV, the Avhole surrounded by a lofty uaill flanked Avltli toAvers, and 
inclosing an area nearly three miles in circuit. The town lay in the hollow, and 
the liUls were both croAvnwl on their siunmit.s, and along their declmties, Avitli 
forts and other Avorks, rendering the whole place so strong, at least according to 
Indian ideas, as to he deemed impregna.Iile. PIoav little it was really so Avas 
.soon made, apparent. The main body of the French army Avas commanded by 
M. d’Auteuil, but Avas preceded by a detachment of 230 Iffiiropeans and 1200 
sepoys, with four ficld-pieee.s, under M. jBtissy, wdio wa.s rapidly e.stablishing tlio 
reputation which he ultimately acquired of being the ablest French officer in 
India Pli.s object probably Avas to take tlie place by simpriae; but on coming 
in sight of it he found 3000 of the fugitiv&s from Trivadi enccTuiped under the 
AAmUs. He Avaited, therefore, till the main body came in sight, and then attack¬ 
ing, drove off the enemy Avith little difficulty. One of the gates of the outer 
Ym. I, S’? 
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Aviill was next driven open 1 13 ' a petard, and the whole of the troops, artillery, 
and haygiioe avcic lodged in the town hetbre night, with the loss of only three 
01 Ibirr men Tlio real contest iroAV bogan. the enemy Ih-iug and throwing 
j'Of-kets from their moirntaiu heights, A\dide the i'Vench aii.swered thenr frour 
their' guns and mortals The mischiet done in this way ly either side Avas not 
great, and prepai'ations AAere made tor an assanlt This honour was re,served 
.solely for the hliiropearrs, Avho attacked the three hills at orree in separate 
jiarties, carried redoubt after redoubt, reached the .srrinuiits and had their Hags 
tl 3 dug triumphantly on them all by da 3 -hreak, with the loss of only tAVonty men 
If the Fr'circh Avere astonished at tlius easily capturing Avhat was justly coir- 
siderinl the strongest fort)'o.ss of the Carnatic, it is eaa 3 ^ to eorrccive Avhat ch.smay 
the first iutelligeueo of the event [irochieed in the camp at Ai'eot Nazir Jung 
was at last aroused frimi his disgi-aceful stupor. In the excess of hi.s corrtidence 
lie had allowed luaiiy of tin' chiefs to return home Avith theii' corrtiiigerrts, and 
snub back the greirter \vArt of his oaa’u tvooY)S^ to Colconda. llcsidcH recrdling 
these, lie gave a striking jiroof of his fear by .sending tAvo otlieers to Pondicherry 
t(j negotiate. It Avas rrow the turn of Duph'ix to he imperious, and he set no 
limits to the extravagance of his teims He Avell kncAV that they Avould he 
rejected, and had proiiosod therrr Avith this A'er}'- Anew, fur the party Avlrieh he 
had secni'ed in the enemy’s camp had organizr-d a conspiracy, and Nazir Jung’s 
life was hanging hy a thread Totally rmconscums of the danger impending 
over him, he ceased iregotiating, and hegair his march toward.s Gingee late in 
Septcndier, 1750. Though many of the troops absent on leave had failed to 
return, his force .still consisted of (10,000 foot, -1'5,000 horse, 700 elephairt.s, and 8G0 
pieces of carnroii. Including camp followers, the Avholc army v^as little .short of 
800,000. Tlri.s Aurst and imAvie]d 3 ’' laxly niOA^ed .so slowly that fifteen dajrs wei'e 
.spent iir marching thh'ty miles It Avas still sixteerr nriles from CHngec AAdien its 
find,her progress Avas airested by the smlden setting in of the rains, iletroat wa.s 
UOAV the only prudent course, hut it Avas considered disgraceful, and after the la]iso 
of tAvo or three davAs hecame uu])ossihle. The whole country Avas flooded, and 
the camp hy inclosed between tAAm svsmlleu rivers. Provisi(,)ns begau to fail, 
sickness as usnirl folIoAA’'ed, and the pro.spect Avas gloomy in the extreme. Nazir 
d inig, ]ioAv as anxious to quit the Carnatic as he had been fond of remaining in 
it, again made overttues of peace, and expressed a Avillingness to sidimit to the 
terms Avhicli lately he Avouhl not eA'en entertain. Dupleix wa.s not unwilling to 
have two strings to las Loav, and began to negotiate Avithout losing siglit of Iub 
conspirators. At the same time he found himself in a kind of tlilemma. If ho 
made the treaty lie must abandon the conspiracy, and, in all iirobabilit}^ sacri- 
fioe all the chiefs AVhom he had tempted to join in it; if he remained ti'uo to 
them they Avould do their bloody deed, and the treat 3 r avouIcI he nseles.s. Ulti¬ 
mately it was a mere toss which of the two methods of settlement Avould he 
adopted; for at the vfery time he was pressing Nazir Jung’s deputies to .send 
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Lack the tioat}" ratilied, he seiit ordera to ]\I de la Touche, -^vho commanded at ad irso 
Criiigce, to inarcli out to attack the caini) whenever the cuiispiiator'i should 
inuiuate to him that they were ready. Tins intimation leached Gingee Lefoio 
the ratilied tieaty was retmncd to Pondidieiry, and Nazi)’ JuiiOi, fate was 
.seeded The French force, conshtiu^ af tiOO Eiiiojie.ins, IJOOO sepoys, and ten 
field-pieces, arrived within .siglit of the enemy’s camp. It extended eighteen 
miles, as every chief had a separate quarter. Where the space occupied was so 
enoimous, the French, left to themselves, would have been at a loss to choose Dcinmt 
their point of attack; hut the eonspirators had piovdded for thi.s by sfmding a 
guide, who conducted them to the 
locality immediately occupiedb 3 ''Nazir 
Jung He had ratified the treaty only 
the day before, and would not at fiz.st 
believe that the French had attacked 
him Wlien convinced of the fact, 
and asking how the battle went, he 
was a.sLoiiished to learn tliab a large 
portion of liw arinj^ remained motion¬ 
less as ineie spcctatois Em-aged, he 
mounted liis elephant and hastfined 
off in the direction wliore they stood 
Tlie fii'st troops he came zip lo weie 
those of Kurpa, and Nazir Jung tliink- 
iiig, as it was not yet clear dajdight, 
that tlio nabob who urns at thoii- 
liead on his elephant did not recog¬ 
nize him, raised liimself up to receive 
Ills salutation, when two shots, fired from the naboh’s howdah, pierced bis heart, 
and he instantly expired. 

Muzziilfe?’Jiuig ivas immediatelj" proclaimed a.s .sonhahdar, and, accompanied Mimauirer 
by a large portion of the army which had just belonged to his murdered prede,- dami'iiB.m- 

cesRor, ,set out in triumph for Pondicheriy. The governor and Chnnda Saliih Freucu. 

received him in a tout without the gates, and a jirocessioii took place in which 

none of the n.snal accompaniments of oriental o.stentation were wanting. No 

sooner was he seated in the palace than tlie new sonhahdar, opening his heart 
to Dnpleix, made him aware that, along with the honours, ho had already began 
to experience some of the perplexities of sovereignty. The Patan chiefs, to 
who.se treachery he was mainly indebted for his elevation, were determined that 
he should pajr for it liberallj''. How to satisfy them was the puzzle. Their 
demand was that three years’ arrears of tribute, avhich they owed, should be 
remitted; that in future no tribute should he exacted from them, either for the 
territories which they po.sses,sed, or the laz-ge additions which they thought 
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thomsolves liiititlecl to expect; iiiifl tliat oiie-lialf of tlie coiiteiitw of Nazir Jung’,j 
treaHmy should be dLstributed among- them. 

Dupleix undertook the olnce of mediator, and, alter .several day.s ,s]icnt in 
dkeussion, concluded an airaiigciuout, which rv'as signed ly all the partio.s, aud 
with wdiLch all of them declined theni.selve.s peitectly sati.siied J'usiui'ss waia 
oaturally .succeeded by fe.slivities, :ind Poiidiciici-iy a.ssmneil the appearance- of a 
gay and lu.xnrious capital The most g-oigoous of tlie ceremonies wiis the iu.stal- 
hibion of Muzzufler Jung as soubahdar. Hts first act, alter it wuiw completed, 
was to declare Tupleix governor for the Mogul ol all the countries .south ol tlio 
Ki.stna. All tlie revciiucs due to the Mogul from tlic.so countiic.s were, in tho 
fir.st instance, to jiass throug-li his hand; aud no coin but what -vva.s coined at 
Pondicherry uas to be current in the Carimtie Prom the terms used it is 
difiicult to ,say wliether it was meant that tlie soubalidai- or IJupleix slnndd in 
future tidee prucedeuce; but iu the appointment ol Clniuila Sidiil) to the naljoln 
ship of Arcot aud its dependencies, it wiis expro.ssly .stated that he was to hold 
it under Jlupleix, as hts snjieiior. To the Prench Eftst India Company the 
iuimediate advantiigos were tho accpii.sition of tracts of territory near Pundi- 
chorry, Ciirrical in Tairjore, and Ma.sulipjitam, producing’ a revenue estiinated 
by themselvo.s at X38,(K)0, Init probably not less than ,£5(),()()0; tbc indirect 
advantages were unlimited, inasmuch u.s, under the titles and ])Ower,s conferred 
on ilnur governor, they could make them auytiiing they [kauscel The trca.sure 
taken from Nazir Jimg was estimated at X2,000,000 sterliiig, exclusive of thei 
jewels, worth at least £500,000. Of the treasure, oue-half belonged to tho 
PataiLs, under tho agreement; the- other half, aud the je-wels, were a[)i)ropriated 
by the souljahdav, Hubject, however, to a deduction of £50,000 [)aid to the com¬ 
pany, a-s the expen,scs of the war, £50,000 to the ofilcer,s find troo]js which gained 
the battle of Giiigeo, and apre.scut to Dupleix, cousi,sting, be,sides many ])recioua 
jewels, of money fixed at the conjectural amount of £200,000, 

Muzzuffer Jung left Poudieherry for Oolcouda on the 4th of January, 1751, 
accompanied by lii.s o-wn troops, and also a Prench detachment, commanded by 
M. Bussy, and consisting of 300 Europeans and 2000 .sepoys. On reaching the 
territory of Knrpa, a cpiarrel ensued between .some of the iirhahitaut.s aud tho 
soldier,s, and three vilhiges were sot on fire- The nabob, profes.sing great indig¬ 
nation at the injury done to his subjects, retaliated by attacldng that psirt of 
Muzziifter Jung’.s division wdiere the women Avero placed, According to oi'icutal 
ideas, there could not be a gro.sser insult; and he rvaa vo-wiug to take .summary 
vengeance when M. Bnssy intoi-posed, and procured the nabob iui opportunity 
of explaining. Pie did so, but in such terms as only to aggravate the Insirlb. 
It now appeared that the whole affair was concerted. The Patiin chiefs had 
never been satisfied -with the arrangement at Pondicherry, aud had l)cen on the 
watch for a favourable oppoi-tunity to give efi'ect to tlieir resentment. The 
aj-my was about to paSs to a defile, and found it pre-occupied by the Patans, who 
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had even planted the posts leading to it with cainioii, whioli had been brought 
foiAvard several days before. A battle eiisiiod, which was decided by the fire of 
the French artillery, but the A'ictnry cost Ihizzuffer Jung his life. In pui'suing 
the fugitives he, came u]) with the Nalioh of Kurnool, who, iinding escape im¬ 
possible, turned at Ijay with a handful of tvoo})S. Both instantly prepared for a 
personal encounter, and drove their ete})hants riglit in the f;u;e of each other. 
J\Iuzzutfer Jung had hi.s sword tiplifted to strike, hut the nahob anticipated him, 
and drove the [loint of Ids javelin tlu'ougli Ids forehead, into his brain. 

The Frcjicb were returning with the acclamations of victory when they 
Icsirned, to their dismay, that they had sustained a worse lo.ss than defeat, 
hi. Bussy did the hest that could he done in the cirenni.stanccs, l)y urging 
the immediate appointment of a successor. There was coirsiderable rooin for 
choice, for, laisides an infant son of Mnzztiffer Jung, three of his uncles, the 
brothers of Nazir Jung, were in the camp. Necessity dictated the exclusion of 
the infant, and the choice fell on SaJahut Jiuig, who, as the eldest of the 
hrothers, had the next host claim. M. Bvssy, who had a chief share in his elec¬ 
tion, took care that the interests of his company were not forgotten, and 
procured from him a confirmaiion of all the grants made to the Frcneh bjr his 
ju’edecessor, and the, pianuisc of still greater advantages. On the.se coudition.s 
Bupleix recognized 1dm as souhahdar, and placed M. Biissy’s detachment at his 
service. 
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IAHOMED ALI was in the camp when Nazir Jung was rei'pto^dtiea 
I fi.swai^smatcfl, atid fled for tho time to irielunopoly. ah 

I lii.s prospects we.re now gloomy in the extreme. The Eiig- 
i liah, after sending him assistance, had Avitlidrarvii in disgust 
A and left him to lii.s fate, and it wa,s not likedy that Chimda 
Sahib would aUow’' him to escaj)©, as before, by repeating the blunder into wldeli 
he fell when, instead of laying siege to Trichinopoly, he invaded Tanjoro. 

Bupleix could doubtless control his movements, and would take care that they 
w'cre conducted more skilfully. Mahomed All, while thus threatened and per¬ 
plexed, was incapable of coming to any manly decision, and followed the true 
heut of his nature by weaving an intricate web of policy. While applying bo 
every quarter from which any aid could be anticipated—to the Mahrattas, the 
Mysoreans, and the British pre,sidency—he entered into secret communications 
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■\vitli tlio Frcucli, and arljustcfl, iL is wild, the tenns of a treaty, by which he 
was to ronoiuieo his elaiins on the iiiiholisliip of Arcot, arul eontojit liiiu.sell with 
some inferior appointment in the Deccan. The suiTender ol’ 'I'richinopoly, of 
course, t'ormeil a leadin^y stipulation in such a trcat_y; and, wLien conpileteJ, 
would have formed auotlier most important link in the selumie ol Drench 
ap-orandisemcnt, on whiili Dipdeix m.is exerting all hi,s energies wit It every 
prospect of snceess. 

The Madra.s prt'sidoncy could not but be aware that the ultimate effect of 
the iiccomjilishment of this .schetue would be to drive tlio Dritish and every 
other Eurnjtean riioil from th(' field, and make tlie French ahsolute masters of 
the destinies of India; btit so little were they prepared to take the course which 
even st'lf-inescvvation should have dictated, tliat tlu'y vohmtavily deprived 
themselves of the ahk-st and most experienced officer in their sei'vico, hy 
allowing iilajor Lawrence to sail for England. Wlieii they Lad thus weakened 
their haufl.s they began to he alarmed at the coirsequencos of their timorous 
policy, and wLsiied tliat they had not so ha.stily withdrawn their aid from 
Mahomed Ali. d’he best reparation they could now make, was to send him a 
now delaclunont, and endeavour if possible to dissuade him from tlie suicidal 
step which he wa.s understood to he coiiteniplating of malciug a suvrender of 
Trichiuopoly. The aid thus offered consisted only of 280 Europeans and SOD 
sepoys; hut he gladly accepted it, as Ids fortunes, in consccpience of recent 
events, wore assuming a more I'avomable aspect. lie had been a steady 
adherent of Nazir Jung, and it was not uurea.sonal)le to suppose that Salalint 
Jung- would ratiier confide in Ids brother’s friend than in those who had been 
the main instruments of his assassination At all events, as he Lad removed 
with his army into the Deccan, it was not likely that he would soon I'cturn 
to the Carnatic Chuuda Sahib would tliu.s be left to figlil, his own battles, 
and there seemed no reason to desjiair of being- able to muster a foj’ce 0 ([ual to 
any wLicli he could bi'lng into the field. 

The first campaign in which Mahomed Ali was concerned, after ho had 
renewed his alliance with the British, pi'oved very di.sastrons. In add'itiou to 
Triciiinopoly, he claimed authority over two territories or kingdoms; tlie one, 
Madura, Ijung immediately south, and the, other, Tiuuevidlj^, lying beyond Tffa- 
dnra, and reacliing to Cape Comoiin. His power in theso kingdoms was innro 
nominal than real; and with the view of establishing it more firmly, he fitted 
out an expedition, and gave the command of it to his hrothor, who met with 
little oppo.sition from the inhabitants, but was paralyzed by a mutinous spirit 
among his orvn soldiers. Their symipathies were with Chmida Sahib; and had 
not strong measures of repression boon used, they would have declared in his 
favour. In Madura a similar feeling prevailed; and being fostered by a soldier 
of fortune, who bad once been in the service, and was still in the interest of 
phunda Sahib, gained a complete ascendant in ibe garri,son of the capital. 
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As the loss of Madiu-a, ]iy iiiteivupting the eounmimcatioii with Tiiinevelly, \i) ivji 
fioin wliicli Mahomed All expected a cousideialJe levenue, gieatly ciippled his 
rcbomees, Captain CJoijc, who rominanded the Conip.mj’s detaclimeiit, \ohn> 

Leered Lo lecover it PTis nieaii':^ were veiy iuafle(|uate- Tie had oiily one muIuh 
L atteriiig' cannon, three iield-pieces, and two eoehoi-ns, and with these he set ont 
at the Ircad of 150 Enio})enns and COO native caAnihy, to la} siege to a dty 
ahoAm two niiles in cimiit, and fortified witli a double aa all and a ditch The 
deficiency of troops, so far at least as regarded ninnhers, aa'rs, hoAvr'A^ei’, .srrfficicntly 
fcujrplied, fur on corning Acrthin .sight of ibidiua he Avas joined by the army of 
nearly 5000 men AV'hich Aims returning' I'r'oin TimrcAmlly; the artillery continued 
as before, and Ills Avhole success dependeil on the hreaching poAver of a large old 
native gun Achich might at any nioinent Imist in his haird.s The errterprise, 
though little judgment had 
heeu displayed in arranging 
it, seemed fiwouxcd by for- 
tune Several large breaclrcs 
aheady exi.sted in the outer _ 

Avail, and the gun fired j' 

tlrrough one of them at the 

irrner Avail for two succcssh'e I ClI ' 

day.s made a breach which ^ ■' hr a 

Avas deemed piacticahle '“s—..LSiiili— ^ 

AA'ith the aid of fascines It - - > 

was now resolved to .storm. 

- . AT 1 ViLW IN Tuht or M\r>tPV~rroiu DuiitlUOueiit.TiHCKiuai 

the reader iraturally asks, 

Why not continne the firing for another day, and enlarge the breach, so as to 
nrrdce fascines unnecessary? Tire ansAver is, It Avas impossible: the old gun 
had expended all its shot! The storming party passed the first Avail Avithnut 
re.srstance, but at the foot of the breach of the inner aamU Avere encountered 
liya trio of champions; “one of them,” .says Orme, “a very bulky man, in 
complete armour,” Avho fought manfully and wounded several of the forlorn 
hope before they Avere cut doAvn MeauAvlrile, bullets, arroAvs, arrd .stones poured 
thick from aboA’-e Nothing daunted, the storming party gained the Jiarapot, 
hut there srav a sight Avhich nright AveU liave filled thorn Avith dismay. On 
each side of the breach Avas a mound of earth, AAuth trees laid horizorrtally upon 
it, yet leaA'ing opoiriug.s througlr Avhich the enemy thrirat then’ pikes, Avhiie at 
the bottom of the rampart a strong entrenchment had been throAAm up, and 
from three to four thousand men stood ready to defond it. The assault, in capt copp 
■wP]ich lb would have been inadness to 2 )ei’sifcit, auandoiieaj and on the lul- Tnciiiim- 
loAving day Captain Cope, after bloAAung his old gun to pieces, because he had 
not the means to carry it aAri^ay, returned crest-frUlen to Trichinopoly. It 
was indeed high time to be off, for the bad spirit of the Tinnevelly army 
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could uo longer Le resfcrahied, tiud 2.')00 lior-se and 1000 iiifauLvy wciil over to 
tlie enemy. 

At ilie time when tlii,, icveiM? Avas sustained, news arrived that Chiinda 
Sahib was pieparing to luaieli from Aicot to besiege 'fricliiuo^ioly Mahomed 
All’s applleatious to the iiresideney foj- aid beeaiuu more urgent tliaii over, and 
he cmkavonicd to give weight to Llicin by promising not merely to pay all 
expenses, but to give a grant to the Company of a considerable tciuiuiy 
adioining Madras Tempting as tlie offer was, then' is reasiAn to doubt if it 
Avould have succeeded had it not found a powerful advocate iu a very unex- 
pcctial (piarter Diipleix, o.stcnsihly for the purpose of inaiAing the boimdaric.s 
of his new aeipiisitious, tliongli probably as much for tlio pnr[) 0 .se of tantalizing 
his rivals, had caused small Avhite l!ag.s to be planted in ahriost every field 
These flags rvere seen from Fort St David, which, ever since the c.'piiurc of 
Madras, had coirtiimed to be the seat of the presldeiiey, and natnrally excited 
mingled feelings of fear and indignation. What was to become of the EngH.sli 
Company’s trade with tlie interior if they allowed themselves to be hemmed in 
by a rival company, Avlio.se boundary line would ere long bo convoiied into an 
imjiassable barrier by the imposition of heavy, perhajis prohibitive dirtiest ddie 
designs of Dupleix had hitherto been only .surmised, but lie had uow tlu'own olf 
the iiiaslc and given them Avarniiig—the more impi’c&,siAn‘ bccaii.se of its insoleiieo 
—of Avliat they umst be pri'pai-ed to expect It Avould be madness to hesitate any 
longer. Their oavu ruiiiAvas involved in tliat of Mahomed iVli, and their only 
safety was in supporting him to the ntiiQo.st of their poAver. Influenced by such 
considt'raiions the pre.sidciicy iiAVoke from their lethargy and resolved on action, 
still, hoAveA^or, not as principals hut under their old (hsgui.se of mercenaries 
or auxiliaries, 

In the hegiuiiing of April, 1751, a detaclimont was provided of oOO Euro¬ 
peans, fifty of them cavalry, 100 Africans, and 1000 sepoys, with eight field-pieces, 
and placed under the command of Captain (lingcn, avIio Avas to AASiit near Eor-t 
St. David the arrival of Alahomed Ali’.s troops from Trichiuopoly. After a delay 
of isix Aveeks he Avas joined by only GOO hor,sc and 1000 foot, and pr'Oeeeded 
south-Ave.st to Verdachelum, a large and strong }iagoda, garrisoned by 800 of 
Olunida Sahib’.s troops, avIio .surrendered after being threatened with an a.ssaulb. 
Sliortly after the army Avas more than doubled by the arnAUil of 100 Em-npeans, 
sent by Captain Cope, and 2000 horse and 2000 foot, commaridod by Mahonu'd 
All's brother, and set out to encounter Chinida Saliib iu piArson. lie Avas 
encamped near Volconda, situated thirty-eight miles N N.W. of Trieliinopoly, 
on the higliAAmy from that citj'- to Arcot. Its princijial defoneo Avas a rock 200 
feet high, and about a mile in circuit at its base, which Avas Avaslied hy 
the Valaru. It Avas inclosed by three Avails; one at the bottom, mo.stly out ont 
of the solid rock; another near, and the thh’d actually on the .summit. The 
governor was summoned by both parties, but ansAvered that he Avished to see 
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Llif‘ issiu-' of a Lattk* before he w/mlil jiehl it ii]) to eithe!'. (J.i[it;ua Gingcn, vo iT;i. 
liceoining’ hnpntient, detemiiueil to force a .suircudci’, find after posting lu.-, 
uiiiiy f,o as to iiitere(>[)fc the approach of Clmiida Haliih, siiould lie attenpit to 
hiteifure, .sent a strong detachiiiont to attempt tlie c-a[itui‘e The to^r'ii ineloseii 
only Ly a. nnid wall, was easily'- gained; hut tlie rock, as shouJil liave Leon fore¬ 
seen, could not )je assaulted till a brcai-h was made, and the detaclniieiit veturni-d 
to the camp 

Captain Gingen, wliile thus assuming the offensive, seems to have heeii Divi.iofni 
Ignorant or rogaivlli'ss of the fa<-t iliat lie was {jp[H)he<l hy far sujiC'nor nuinliois 
Chimda Sahib bad an arm}- of 12.(){)0 horse and .'>000 sepoys and wa.s besidi's 
snppoiied by a strong' battalion of Frencli These at break of day next morning 
xv’ero seen ajiproaebing along- the bed of the river, wbicli was nearly di'y. Instead 
of attemjjting' to intercept their progress, Captain Gingen and bis oiflcev.s were 
delilierating in a council of war Avhetber they slioiild fight or retreat. It was 
I'csolvcd to fight; but meanwhile the Frencli xv'ere near the foot of the rock, and 
the re.soliition came too late. The troops, avrareof the hesitations of the council 
of Avar, had no hope of A'ictoi'j; and, seeing- some of their officers iictraying symp¬ 
toms of fear AAdieii the guns of the fort opened on them, Avere seijied with panic, 
ytrange to say, it Avas at first begun and for some time eonfiued to the Company’s 
battalion, for not onlj^ did tlieir oAvn officers—CliAm, nuAV a llentenaut, among the 
number—eudeaAsmr to rally them, Imt Abdul Waliab Khan, Jlaliomed All's 
broilier, riding up to them, and pointing to his own men, a\1io idill ke]»t their 
ground, upbraided them for their cowardice It was all in voiin, and the day 
Avas lost. Es'^en after the danger Avas over, the fear Avas .so uiHspiivocally declared, 
that Captain Gingen, to free them even from tlie sight of the enmny, commenced 
bis retreat at midnight, on the road leading to Tricliinojjoly, and did not venture 
to halt till he had reached the pass or straits of Ontatoor. C'lnmda ►Sahib folloAved 
sloAvly by the same route. When he appeared in sight some skirmishing took 
place, and CAxm a regular battle wa.s talked of but the spirit of the troojis Avas 
.still such that Captain Gingen Avas afraid to risk it, and stole iiAvay Avitli them 
in the .silence of the night. So eager were they to place lhom.selA’'e,s heyoiicl the 
I'eacli of pursuit, that they marched eighteen hours u-ithout refre.shment in the 
hottest season. Cliuuda Sahib following- leisurely found tliem encamped on the 
northern bank of the Coleroon, within sight of Trich'tnoimly. The site of the 
encampment Avas now the only .spot of gimind heyonrl the Coleroon Avhich 
Mahomed All could call his own. 

About live miles north-Avost of Trichinopoly, the Cauvery, after a somewhat 'rhms tomi f 
circuitous smith-easterly course of 380 miles fi-om its source in the We.siern waiitts 
Ghauts, divides into tAvo principal aims, the northern of Avhich k called the 
Coleroon, Avliile the .southern retains its OAvn. name. For the first fifteen mile!3, 
as far as the fort of Gnilady, the trvo arms ran nearly parallel to each other, and 
again approach so near that they are only preA-ented fi-oin uniting by means of 
Yoh. I. 38 
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an avtifidal inoiinfl. The long and nari-ow slip of land thus iuclosod bclwoen Lhe 
arms forms rvliat in called the island of iSeriiigham. Near its rrc,stern extremity, 
where the fork begins, and at a short distance from tlu> Coleroon side, stood oi\o 
of tiic most famouH pagodas, or Ffindoo tcmple.s, in [findno.stan. It cousisfct'd of 
seven squares, one within ihe other, eaeh snrronnded hy a wall twonty-fivo foot 
liigh and four thick, and cjitercd hy J'our lofty turreted gates, facing tlio oarclinal 
points. The wall of the outermost scjuaie is aliont four nnles in ciumit. Tlie 
jiagoda owed its celehrity to the sipipo.sed possession of the very image of 
Vishnu whieli Brahma used to worship; and the myiiads of pilgrims lloeking to 
it sufficed at one time to maintain 40,000 Brahmins in volujjtuons idleiie.ss. 
Ahont half a mile east of this pag'oda, and near the* C'auveiy side, stood another, 
also of large dimensions, hot with one inclo.sure only. 

The cjicainjiineut on the mn-th bank of the Coleroon was inconvenient for 
obtaining supplies, and for this reason, and also no doubt because it was deemed 
.safer to have a river between them and the enemy, Mahomed All's army crossed 
over into the island of Scringluini. The whole, including Lhe English habtalion, 
took up their (|uarter.s rvithin the three first inolosnres, and abstained at the 
earnest solicitations of the priests from approaching mau'er to the sanctuary 
of the idol The post was admirably adapted for delenee, but a cowardly spirit 
still prevailed among the troops, and they would not helievo themselves .safe 
till they had taken the last retrograde step now possible, and place themselvCKS 
luuler the walls of Trichinopoly. C'luuida Saliib gladly occupied the island thus 
evacuated. It was not, however, Avitli the intention of rtmaiiiing in it. Tlio 
gi'eat prize fur which he was contending was now full in his view, and leaving 
only a gaiTi,son in Seringhain, lie cro.ssed the Can very, and encamped on tlio east 
of Trichinopoly. The main Ijocly of Mahomed Ali's troops were stationed on 
ihe .south side, and the English battalion under Captain (Jingeu on the west. 
Captain Cope, rvitli 100 Europeans, remained within the Avails. 

Tricliinopoly, situated AAnthin half a mile of the south or right hank of the 
C'auverjr, is in the form of a parallelogram, of Avhicb the east and Avest sides 
have eacli a length of 2000, and the north and south a breadth of 1200 yards. 
Tt is inclosed by a ditch, 30 feet Avide, and ] 2 deep, .supplied Asdth Avater more oi’ 
less eopiously according to the season, Init never dry, and two Avails flanked at 
regular intervals hy round toAvcr.s. The outer Avail, only 18 feet high, and ahont 
5 thick, has neither rampart nor jiairpiet; tho inner Avtdl, 30 feet high, and 25 
leet apart from the other, i.s much stronger in every respect, having a rampart 
and a parapet hotli of stone, tho former rising from a hroncl base hy large 
decreasing steps, so as to be only 10 feet broad at the to]), and tho latter aboAib 
*7 feet high, loopholed for musketiy. Within the Avails in the ninth part of 
the city is a lofty precipitous rock of sieuite, commanding an extensive view 
of the fiuxroanding comitry. 

Such was the only place of sjtrength doav belonging to Mahomed Ali; and on 
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tl»e issue ()f the siege ahoiit to lie commeuced, depended not only Ins fate, in vn ira 
wliich, from the nortlilessness of las chaiucter, no gieai interest could l^e felt, 
lint the decision of the momentnns question, -whothor a Fiench or a Biitish 
empiie w,is to he 
estiihlishedm Indio 

\ 

The piesideiicy at o'l- 
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fully committed to 

the war, were grie\ - 

onsly disappointed 

at the siiies of dis- 

gi.ices and defeats 
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tained, and could ' ' 
not look foiwai d to -s- i4- 
the siege at' Trichi- 
nopoly, without the 

gloomiest forehod- Uotk amj Icmpil oi InumMotoiy, \utli Briliniuib ciujiiig Hiitei uitu the nuailu 
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mgs iliey had no 

idea, however, of ahandoning the contest in despair, and began to display a firm¬ 
ness and decision of wliicb, it must he confessed, they had previously given few 
examples Mr Saunders, the gOA'crnor, though devoid of the versatility and PuTirationi 
.showy talents of Dujfeix, surpassed him in more solid qualities, and liaving now' 
no doubt as to the course which the interests of the Company dictated, pursned 
it with judgment and perseverance lIJs mean.s, liowever, w'cre very limited, 
and his first reinforcement for Trichinopoly consisted of only eighty Europeans 
and 300 sepoys, cumbered with a lai'ge convoy of stores. The conducting of 
such a body through a hostile country was a matter of no small difficulty, more 
especially, as Verdachelum which lay in the line of route, though it still held 
out against Chunda Sahib, was at this very time besieged by a 'i>olygaT in bis 
interest. The removal of this obstruction was therefore the fnst oliject to be 
accomplished The cliarge of the reinforcement was given to Mr Pigot, a inom- 
her of council. Ho was accompanied, it would seem not officially, but rather as 
a volunteer, by Clive, who, after the capture of Devicotta, had resumed his 
position as a civil .servant of the Company, though still closely connected witli 
the army, by holding the appointment of commissary for sup 2 )lyitig the Emopcan 
iroop.s wdtli provisions It W'as in this capacity that he was pre.sent at Volconda 
when the ignominious flight took place; and hence, though lie is mentioned as 
hawng been pn-eseirt at the comicil of war which preceded, and was one main 
cause of that flight, he did not share in the disgrace of it, but retra-ned to I’orb 
St. David 

Pigot and Clive, after reaching Verdachelum, and relieving it by surprising 
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luid (lefratint^ the troops of the pol^-yar, sent tlic rcinforcomcnt forward to its 
destauitioii througli the kmgdoii) of Tuiijorc, and were oii tlieii return to Fort 
St, David with twent^'-fonr attoudants, twelve of tla'iii .sopojss, wlien they weie 
surrounded hy the poiygar’s troops, and after losing tlio greater munher of 
their attendants, oidy escaped t)}- the fleetue.ss of their horses. Not long after, 
anotlrer reiuforeeinent was de,spatcli(al to Tiiciuno])oly Affairs there were still 
in a most unsati'^l'actory state The llritish olHcei'S were quarrelling among 
thcnrselve.s iiistead of thinking how the 3 r might best sustain the lionour of theii' 
country, and it seemed ahsidulel^y necessary to make an example of several of 
them bj' dismissing them at a time when their ]daces conltl hard]}'^ he supplied. 
To meet the diflieidty in part, Clive letunied to his time voeati(m, and sot out 
foi Tiichiaojiol}' in eonnmuid of the reinl'orcemeiil. li iJioreoileil tlnongh the 
teriitoiy of Taiijore, the king of which still professed nentrality, and received 
ii-om Di'vieotla a small accession under Captain Clarke, who, as s('nior ollicer, 
assumed the eoiiimand The whole united mustered oidy 100 Rnropeans ami 
fifty sepoys, with a field-pu‘ce. The French, who were in po.ssossioii of the fort 
f)f Coilady, detaclied a body of thirty Europeans and oOO sepoy's to intercept 
them, A skirmish ensued greatly to the disadvantage, of the French, and the 
detachment readied TriclihiO])oly in safety Tlio superiority’’ of the enemy was 
still very decided, Chunda Sahib’s troops wmie ten times more innuerons than 
those of Mahomed All; and while the French battalion mustered 0()(), the 
English did not exceed GOO men. In pecuniary resources, also, the enemy had 
decidedly tlie advaulage. The wdiole country either acknowledged them- author¬ 
ity, or was Hulijoct to their exactions, while almost all the usual sources of 
Mahomed Alik revenues w'cre dried up. The only thing to balance these advan¬ 
tages of the besiegers wa.s the strength of the place. 

Captain Clive retiuned to Fort St. David in the hegiuning of August, l7ol, 
and after representing the fatal issue to which affairs at Trichinopoly'- w'ere 
evidently tending, suggested as a last resource to Jittempt a diversion hy an 
attack on Areot. The bold proposal was accepted, and ho was requested, or 
volunteered to undertake the execution of it. After stripping Fort St, David 
and Madi’a.s so as to leave onty 100 men in the one and lifty in the other, the 
whole force that cmdd ho mustered for the expedition, amounted to 200 Euro¬ 
peans ami TOO sGpoy.s, with three field-pieces. Of the officers, eight in nnrahor, 
six had never .seen service, and of these six four were civilians, who, animatod 
hy Clives example, rpiitted the desk for the sword. Starting from Madras on 
the 20tli of August, they proceeded south-east to Conjeveram, where they 
arrived on the 29th, and learned that the fort of Areot was garrisoned hy 1 lOO 
mem From Conjeveram they contiimed their march nearly duo -u'cst, not far 
fiom the northern bank of the I^aliarj and on the 31st were within ten miles of 
Areot, Their approach was made known by spies, who had seen the detachment 
marclimg with iinconcem in a violent storm of thunder and rain. The gamson 
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on lieauiig tins rupoit lu&t all iicart, and under fclic comljiiiod luiluance of .Miper- ad itj: 
.stilioji and cowaidice, aliaiiduncd tlic jiLico a few Loins Ledore the dctacJinieiit 
anived. The ciiy hi iiig ivithout walls or defences Ara>s innnediafely entered, and 
Clive and his 5{)() men, inarching in tiiuniph nnd(T the gaxc of 100 000 sjicda- 
toib, t(jok jiosse.ssiou of the fort it was inhabited liy 3000 or 4000 poisons, who 
were jieimittcd to rcniaiii, and contained goods Aidiicli hail Ijcen deposited in it 
for secniity to the value of £50,000. The goods wci e judiciously and generously 
restored to the oivneis without lansoin; tlic aitillery, consisting of eight pieces 
of cannon, iiuiu lour to ciglit pounders, and a largo ipiantit}- of lead and gun- 
])owdcr, Avcio all that rcniaiiu'd to the captoi’S 

Clive anticipating- a siege made it liis fird business to providt' the necessary ciuLimi- 
siorcs, and then, in older to strike new tenor into the garrison, set out in ipiest 
of thorn Avitli the greatest part of Ids men and four lield-pieces Thiy were 
found about six miles to ibe .soutli--we>t, near the foit of Tiiiiery, but tliough 
drawn up as if they meant to make a .stand, tlicy only cunthiuvd tiring a single 
lleld-piece, managed by twi (»r three Europeans, and made olTfor the hills before 
tliey coidd l.ic brought within lunskot-shot Two days after Clive again marched 
out of the fort, and, as 1 teforc, found the enemy, now iiicieased to 2000, witliiii gun¬ 
shot of I’iuiciy, TJiey Aycre posted in a grove inclosed by a ditch and a bank, 
and having about fifty yards in front a large tank almost clioked up and dry, 

Avith a bank much higber than that of the gi'OA-e As the delachment advanced, 
the enemy fired smartly from tAvo field-pieces, and killed three Europeans. On 
this the detachment advanced rapidly, and the enemy, lea,ving the, grove, huiried 
into tlic tank, where they were ao Avell slioltei-ed, tliat they inllicted some loss Avith- 
out su.staining any, Clive removed his troops behind some lmilcling.s, and sent 
out tAvo platoou.s to attack tAvo sides of the tank. Botli gained the hanks, and at 
the same instant let fly a double volley among the eimvils Avithin. They made 
no attemjit to return, and fled, Avliilc Clive gained posse-ssion of the pettah or 
village under the Avails of the fort. This he immediately summoned to sin-- 
render, but the garrison, discovering that he litid no battering cannon, refused, 
and he had no alternatiAm but to retreat, the enemy’s caA'ah-y hovering around 
him at a safe distance till he reached Arcot 

, The next ton days were employed on necessary works witliin the fort; and Prejjamtiomi 

" . foi tlie ilg- 

tlie enemy, uicveased to 3000 men, acqiurecL new and oegaii to taJlc oi fencoof 

be,sieging. They were allowmd to lull themselves into security, and on the 14th 
of September, tAvo hours after midnight, Avere surprised in their .sleep. Clive, 

Avith the greater part of his troops, beat up their camp from end to end AAuthout 
the loss of a man, while they fiecl on all sides with shrieks and confusion. When 
day broke, not a man of them AA'as to be seen. 

Two eighteen-pounders Avith some military .stores had been asked from “sa. 
Machas, and Avere on the AVay escorted only by a feAv' .sepoys. In hope of 
intercepting them, a large detachment of the enemy occupied the pag(jda of 
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CoTijcvoi'iun, and, on Lcni" expelled by tidily Eniopeaim and fifty sepoys from 
^jcot, witliiliew to a neighlioming Idit Jleic then iminhers weie continually 
aiigineiited The convoy Leiiig thus eiidaiigcitd, Cllive, reseiviiiy only thuty 

Eiuopciiiis and lilly sejioys, 
sent out all the lest ol' las 
tioops to iiisuio its s.ifot^ 
On this, Ihe enemy with 
cousideialili* dexlerity sud¬ 
denly ehaiiged theii tactics, 
and hasteiiiiig to Aieot, siii- 
lounded the ibit with then 
udiole loicc as soon as it vms 
daik A Ihe of miiski'tiy 
was immediately ojiened 
upon the iam))rnls lioni the 
adjacent liuildiiigs, while a 
laige body, boise and lout 
promiscuously, rushed towards the piincipal gates with loud outeiii's and the 
noise of martial music A few band-gi-enadcs thrown into tlic nnuss so fiightciic'd 
the liorses, that they galloped ofl‘, trampling the foot beneath tbem, a .second 
assault made in the same manner was rejnilscd by the same means The the 
against the lampaiis was still kept up and continued till daybreak, when the 
assailants fled preei]dtaLely on seeing the appioucb of the detachment and con¬ 
voy It is raih-'i' singular, that dining the attack on the fort, ihe inhabitants 
within it expressed no syinpatliy wdtb their oountrynien outside. Rome may 
see in this nothing but Clive’s good foitune, but otheis -with more justice wdll 
see in it the clue reward of the kmcliicss and generosity wbioh lie had (h.sjilaycd 
in allowdng them Loth to occupy their dwellings and relain posst'ssion of their 
gond.s 

The capture of Arcot produced the effect which had been anticipated , and 
the pressure on Trichinopoly evas considerably relieved by the wlthclmwal of 
iOOO of Obnncla )Sabib’s troops. These, joined on their route by liis .son llajali 
Rahil), with 1,50 Europeans from PondicheiTy, and the other troops jiroviouslj^ 
collected in the neighbourhood, entered Arcot on the 23cl of September. Clive, 
xmwnliing to bo cooped tili within the foi-t, dctenninecl to take the initiative, 
and try whether he could nob, by a vigorous effoit, rid himself of the enemy 
altogether Facing the north-west gate of the fort was a street, which, after 
running north for 70 yards, turned east to the nabobls palace, where Rajah 
Saliib had fixed his Iieacl-cjuartoia From the palace another .street ran south, 
and was continued along the cast side of the fort The space thus bounded 
by streets on the west, north, and east, and by the north wall of the fort on 
the south, formed a square occupied by buildings and iuclosiues With the 
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intoutiou of placing the enemy liutween two fires, Clive .sallied out fi’om the \i) iru. 
nni'tli-Avesfc gate with the greatest part of lii.y troops and the four lield-pieees, 
and advanced along the street leading north and east; rvliile Ensign Class vas 
ordererl to proceed from the east gate up the street leading north to the palace, 
vvhieli was thus the eonimon point at which the two detachments, if they 
removed tlie obstacles in their way, would meet. On turning ea.st, Cli\-e .saw 
tlie FreiU'h troop.s, with four Hold-pieces, drawn np at the palace, and a can- riocfieiimg-, 
nonade cuimnenced at the di,stance of indy ;10 yard.s A few niinnte,s cleared aitga ° 
the street of the French, and obliged them to take refuge in the palace. Mean¬ 
while, Ilajah Sahilfs troops occnpjing the housca in the street, and .sheltered 
Ijy them, kept up a continual lire, Avith so good an aim that fourteeji men sent 
to capture and bring away the Frencli gnus Avere all killed or wounded. To 
escape this murderous firc', CiiA’e took advantage of a huge choultry or building 
for the reception of traA'ellers. It Avas .situated on one .side of the .street, and 
having an open front sipiported by pillar.s, Avliile its other three sides Avere 
inclosed, afforded good cover; and at the samci time, giving free ingress and 
egress, enabled the artillerymen to load and tire Avitliout much danger. In this 
AA'ay the guiLS AAmrc gradually AvithdraAAni into the noith .street; and the Avhole 
party Avhich had sallied from the ncjrth-west gate Avere able to return by it 
into the fort. The ])latoou under Ensigii Glass returned about the same time, 
after encounteiing' similar difficulltes. The whole attack Avas a decided failure, 
and gave Clive a lesson of caution Avhich .seems to have been, at tlii,s early 
stage of his military experience, by no means unnecessary It cost him the 
lives of liftecn Europeans, Avho were lulled on tlie .sjtot or mortally wounded; 
and the services of sixteen more of hi.s party, who Avere disabled. Among the 
latter Avas Lieutenant ReA'el, the oidy aidillcry oflicer; among the former 
Avas Lieutenant TreiiAvith, who, hj'’ pulling Clive aside Avhen he .saw a se])oy 
aiming at him, .saved his commanding officer'-s life and lost hi.s own, a.s the 
sepoy immediately changed the aim, and shot him through tlie body. 

The day after this affah Eaiah Sahib Avas reinforced by 2000 men from ststoofa.i- 
Yellore, cummanded by Mortiz Ali in pcr.son, and couiineirced the siege by ofAM-t. 
occupying aU the avenues leading to the fort. Its defence must liaA’-e been 
regarded, both hy besiegers and besieged, a.s all hut impo.s&ible, Its Avails, 
about a mile in circuit, and several of the toAvers flanldng them, Avere in many 
places ruinous; the rampart, surmounted hy a Ioav and slightly built parapet, 

Avas too narroAv to admit the firing of artillery; and the ditch, choired up in 
some place,s and dry in others, Avas generally, even vdien it contained Avater, so 
shalloAv as to be fordable. The only two gates—the north-west and east, 
already mentioned—were large piles of niasomy projecting 40 feet beyond 
the walls, and the entrance to each of them was not hy a diUAvbridge, hut a 
broad caiLseway. This large, decayed, and ill-constructed fort had an efficient 
garrison of only 120 Europeans and 200 sepoys; anrlAvas besieged by an army 
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of above ](),()()(), composed as foiloAss—150 EiirojtGan.s, 2000 sepoys, oOOO peons 
or undisclplmed iiaiive iiifantiy, and JIOOO cavalry. As ii, was iirovisioiu'd on_ty 
for forty dajs, it rvas necessary to send away all tlie inhabitants except a, tew 
artificens, one of them, a mason who nio.st fortunately Icncw of a seeud, .snbter- 
vaacons atprednet, by which, if it had not been choked up in con,se(pieucc of 
his iiifuiuiabion, the only reservoir within tlio fort ndglit have been dmijied of 
its water, A.s many of the houses of the town weroi witliin miisket-shnt, and 
would give gTcat fiicilities to tho bcsicger.s, an attempt was made to burn 
several of them It failed, Locause they were alnio.st entirely of stone; and it 
was resolved to got rid of tlie two which threatened to bo mo.st annoying by 
euri)lo_ying- more de,structivo moans. Acoordingly, at luidnigld,, Fai.sign Glas.s 
and ten men, with sovoral barrols of g-mi|)Owder, were lot down from tlic' wall 
by a r()[)o H'hoy got into the houses without being di.seoverod, but made the 
explosion so unskilfully that tlie eirect inteiulod was nob produced. Nov was 
this tho. only inlslortune. The rope broke while Ensign Glass was ascending 
hy it, and the lall unfitted him for further duty. 

For a foi'tuight the hesiegors, while waiting for the battering oanuoii, kojit 
up a liomhardmout w'-ith four mortars, which did little damagis Tho fire of 
mnsketiy from the houses w'as move elfectivo; indeed, the, aim rvas so sure tluib 
a man could scarcely show Ilia head ahovc tlu' parapet witlunit lieing hit. In 
this way throe sergeants, accompanying Clive, while he visited the works, were 
picked off, and seviTul other persons were killed or wounded. .Before the siege 
began in earnest, Mortiz Ali was tempted to try a .stratagem. Breteuding to 
be dissatisfied with Rajah Sahib, he withdrew with lii.s troops to a different 
([uarter of tho city, and simt a secret mes.senger to acipiaint Clive with his 
feelings, and assure him that if he would make a .sally, he would support him 
with aD hi,s force. Clive was not to ho thus caught, and clevcrlj^ foiled Mortiz 
Ali with his owui weapons. Instead of giving a refusal, lie pretended to approve 
of the scheme; and ly luainlaining the coiTe.spotidenee for several day.s, huluccd 
a largo portion of the enemy to remain inactive, Mortiz Ali, perceiving at 
last that he Avas outwitted, returned to his former place in the camp, 

On the 24th of October, two eighteen-pounders and seven .smaller pieci's 
arrreed from Pondicherry. With these the French opened a battery to the north- 
we,st, and .served it so well that the Arery first shot dl.smoimied, and the second 
entirely disabled one of the eighteeu-pounder.s in the fort. The otlua* eightenn- 
pouiider there Avas also soon dismounted, and removed to a spot not expo,sed to 
the fire ftoni the battery, wdiich, being thus .scarcely answered at all, .succeeded 
in six days in beating iIoavii all the Avah hetAveen two towers, and making a 
practicable breach. The ganison, meantime, spared no exertion. Immediately 
under the rampart opposite to the breach two trenches were dug, leaving A 
eonshterahle .space hetAVeen them, AAdiich was covered with crows’-loet; and still 
fai-ther hack, a house was pulled doAvn to the height of a brea,stwork, from 
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wliicli palisades ss^ere canierl along tlie eiifK of the Lrenclie', up to the parapet, v n it i 
One field-piece was placed on one of the towers tlanlcing the hreadi, and two 
on the fiat roof of a hon-ie oppodte to it The <‘ 1101113 , aware of the reception 
prepared fur them, did not jot veidiire to storm, and jiroceeded to ercLt another 
hatteiy on tlio .south-west. 

The gaiiisnii, in the meantime, more in th(^ spirit of hravado than tlie vu.Df'ii,.; 1 
anticipation of anj- iiiipoitant I'osult, tliiekened the highest tower of the 
i;uiipaits, and erosmed it with a inoniid of (oarth. On the to}> of this mound, 
wdiieh eoniiiumdofl the palaei^, as it towered ahoie the intervening houses, they 
hoi.sted n]i an enormous gmt, .^aid to liavc lu^'en sent fium Delhi Aurnngzebe, 
and transpoited ly 1000 jmko of oxen. Tlic iron Italls Lelong'ing to it weighed 
seventp-Luo pounds. The very first of these, fired fioni it witli a charge of 
thirtj" ]i(mnds of gunpowder, went right through the palace, to tlie no .small 
terror of Eajah Sahili and his staff It was fired onlj’-once a-day, and after 
four diseharge.s hiiist The busiogeis, wishing to retaliate in similar stjdo, 
filled up the iuteiior of a large house with eartli well raniuied down; and 
liaving thus formed a si[UiLre. mound, ami raised it so high as to ovoilook every 
part of the fort, intendod it for two small camion and musketry, Tlio garrison 
allowed the woiks to proceed till the cannon were actnali}'' inonnted, and then 
opened upon it with their reserved eightemi-poiinder, and with .such good effect, 
that in le.ys than an hour it tumbled down wdth the fiftj’- men sdatioiied upon it, 

The perilous position of the garrison being well known at tlie presidency, sttimi.ttr, 
it was resolved to reiufoiue it; and, -with tliis view, a party of 100 Europeans Ai.ot 
and 200 sepoys left Madras under Lieutenant Tnne.s. After a considerable ])art 
of tlie jouriKpy was accoin^dishcd, they were sin'roiinded by 2000 of the ouemj’', 
and wore only able, after serioua lo.ss, to retreat to the fort of Ponainalee, 
fifteen miles west of Madni.s. Relief from the presidency liaifing thus become 
apparently hojieless, Clive opened a commniiication with Lloraii Row, the 
Mahratta chief of Gootee, wlio had been encamped for some time with OOOO 
men among tlio nioimtains, thirty miles west of Arcot. lie had come as the 
hii'ed ally’ of Mahomed iVli, but bad remained inaeth'e on seeing the de.sperate 
.state of his affairs. Clive’s name, however, was now beginning to carrjr a 
cliann along 'with it; and iloraii Row’s answer wa.s. that be would lo.se not a 
moment in coming to the assistance of such brave men as the clefend< 2 ra of 
Ai'cot, “ whose behaviour had now first convinced him that the English eoiil<l 
fight,” This intelligence alarmed Rajali Sahib, who endeavoured to anticipate 
the arrival of the Mahxatlas by .sending a flag of truce to the fort, ofieiing 
honourable terms to the garrison, and a large sum of nionej' to Clive, and 
threatening, if his offers were not accepted, to storm immediately and put every 
man to the aword. Clive onlj'' disdained liia bribe, and lauglied at his threats. 

The reinforcement from Madras, slightfy increased, and commanded by 
Captain Kilpatrick, was again attempting to advance: and a detachment of 
Vox.. I. 
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MaliraLtas liad actually anivcd in tlie neii^libonrliood, and captured a (inaiiLity 
of ainmiiuitiou going to the lichiegors llajali Salill). iiov\^ iiviaike to Lbc daugei' 
of furtber delay, and encouraged by the cdlbct of bis woutb-west buttery, ndiicb 
bad made, a, still larger breach than tiiat on the north-west, deterniincd to 
storm. The day selected was the 1 ttli of November, one of the greatest 
of Mahometan festivals, counuemorative of the murder of Jlossein, the chief 
of the IfatiinitL'.s. During its celebration, evciy ,son of Moslem falling in battle 
against unbelievers, i.s understood to pass at once t(,i jjaradiso without enduring 
the delays and pains of intermediate jiurgatorie.s. Taking advantage; of the 
entbnsia.sm which such a period evcites, and h('ightening it by incLrinting drug.s, 
riajah Sahib, as soon ns morning broke, gave the signal fur assault. Kveiy part 
of the fort wa.s threatened; but the princi[)a,l attack was made in lour divi.sions, 
two directed against the breaches, and two against the gates. Olive, after 
making his airaugenionts, had gone to slee]), and on being aroused found the 
gan'Lson at their po,sts. The ditch in front of the north-west breach was ford¬ 
able, and the division alhdtcd to this ]tavt of the attack rushed across it, A 
large number iiuniodiately sat down with great composure underneath the wall 
to act as a rcsorvo, while the rest hastened up to the breach, lilled it, and liad 
even passed, before tlie defenders gave fire. It was most deadly, and continued 
without a luoiuent’s interruption, those behind supplying loadeal musk'ets to 
those ill front a.s fast as they could discharge them. The two cannons planted 
on the roof of the Ironse opposite the breach did foarfid execution, and the 
assailants were forced to retire. Fresh bodies, however, again and again 
renewed the assault, but were driven oil' as beJ'ore. Meantime, those .seated 
under the wall wore not forgotten, and a few bombs with short fusees thrown 
from above ohllgeil them to decamp. At the sonih-we.st hreai-h, the attack 
was made in a different rnauiior. The ditch under it not liclng fordahh*, the 
assailant,s brought forward a raft, Avliicli was large enough to carry .seventy 
men, The.se embarked upon it, and, though fired upon, by two flcld-|>ic!ce,s, oiii' 
on each flank, were nearly acros.s, when Clive, oh,serving the hinl aim of the 
gunners, took the management of one of the pieces, and in two or three dis¬ 
charge,s caused such confirsioti that the raft was overset, and tho.so upon it who 
e.scaped drowning swam back to the oiiposite .side. 

The assa.ult had hasted iiearl}'-an hour. As soon as it ceased, the as.siiilants 
employed themselve.s in carrying off their deo.tl They might ha.Am boon per¬ 
mitted to di,scbarge this duty of humanity undistnrhed; hut the fire of the 
ganison was not slackened, and they were obliged to desist. An act of heroism, 
on the part of a native, is not unworthy of being recorded. The loader of the 
sepoys at the north bridge, after greatly distingnl.shing himself, liacl Mien. 
He was greatly beloved by his men, and one of them cro.s,sod the ditch for his 
body. Though the attempt exposed him to the lire of forty imrskets, lie had 
the good fortune to earape unliarmed with his honourable burden. The whole 



Y] THE SIEGE OF AECOT. -ICu 

lo'i^ 1)1' Lljo eiit'juy eoniputed at 100 men, uluui-jti al! miLires; I'or the Freiicli, \.p it:.! 
as if ninvilliny tn cneounLer the Ei)gli'=h in the deadly In-caeh wliile tlie two 
gris’eniiiients weic iistiiidly at jK'aee, liad kept aloof, and been only spediitoi^ 
of tlio assault The los-, of the yavrisou ainouiiteil only to funr Eui-o])eans 
killed, and two sepoj ,s wounded. 'WJien the as.saiilt took plaee, ,so niaiiy ot 
the y’iinison \\ eie disabled liy wounds or siekness, ihat the whole number 
engage<l mustered oidy eighly Europeans, offiecass included, and 120 sejjoya. 

Tlie.se, during the attack, served five pieces of cannon, and expended 12,000 
inusket-cartridg(>s 

Two liours afler their rejinlst', the enemy leuewed their fire both vitli 
eannon and musketiy; and with the exeeptiou of two liours, dming which they 
weie allowed, at their own reipie.st, a truce to bury their ilead, maintained it 
till two in tlie followdug morning, wlien it .suddenly ceased. When the day 
druvned the garrison wajre overjoyed to learn the cause. The enemy had 
evacuated the town; and the siege, after lasting filty days, was finally raised, 
in the camp were found four pieces of artillery, four mmtars, and a large rpiau- 
tity of ammunition, showing how precijiitafce the depinture of the enemy must 
have been. In the evening. Captain Kilpatrick airived with lii.s detachment. 

Ilajah tSaliib’s repulse had been the signal for the departure of all his ciivu 
auxilinry chiefs, and he was lei't only witli the troops -which his fatlier had 'imviy 
went from I'rielduopoly. With these atid the Fieiich he moved west to Vellore, 
close to the eastern side of which he inclosed himself vrithin strong intrencli- 
iricrits. Clive, being now free to act, left Captain Kilpatrick in command of the 
fort, and proceeded with 200 Eui'opeans, 700 sepoys, and three field-jiieces, 
south to Timeiy, which suii'cndered on the fust simimoiis. His nest move¬ 
ments depended on the Alahrattaa, svlio had promised to join him, but as usual 
employed themselves in plundering the surrounding country. Basin flow, 

"Nvhom his uncle, Alurari Eow, had left in command of 1000 horse, eondueled 
himself so negligently when in the vicinity of Vellore that be exposed himself 
to a night attack, and was obliged to leave his camji to the enemy. Anxious 
to repair the lus.s he a])jjlied to Clive, who set out Avith Idiu, and was thus 
engaged when he learned that a party of Europeans from Pondicherry were 
on the way to Arnec, a strong fort on the road betAwen Arcot and Gingee. He 
proposed to intercept them, and succeeded, after some difficulty, in obtaining 
the consent of Basin Boav, whose objections Avere not overcome till he learned 
that the IT’ench wei'e carrying a largo sum of money to Rajah Sahib. Even 
after lie guve his consent, he was unable to muster more than GOO horse. These, 

AAdien ad<led to Clwe’s original force, left him far inferior to the enemy, wliom 
he discovered after a forced march of twenty miles, preparing to cross the rWer 
immediately to the north of Ainee Arith 300 European.^, 2000 horse, and 2500 
sepo3rs. ' 

The enemy, perceiAung their .superiority, AA'hoeled round and determined to 
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,vD iT'.i "ivo Ea(tle. (Jlive on his piu't> did uofc decline il, and avvoiitcfl the idlack in an 
advantaooous ]^.)ositiou—Llic Alidirallaa occnpyinij; a j^i’nve of ptiliu lix'cs on tlu'- 
1 p 1\ tliu sepo.VS a village on the riglit, and the 3(lin'0])eaiis an open gi'ouiul in the 

eino centre hetwoeu the two In front nere swampy vice fields, with a eanscnvay 
leading through them to the vdlage The Trendi, with about 1 aOO of their 
sepoys and their altille) 3 ^ iid\aiieed along llie cariseway, while the horse, with 
the remaining .stgxiys iuteisperscd with them, moved toiward on the grove 
Here a spirited action connneneed, find the Hlalnattas displayed much gallantry, 
making li\e siic'eossi\'e ch;iig(*s, lliough only to he i'e])n]sed the division 
advancing along the can4('Wiiy were more snccessfully ojipost'd, and were so 
galled ami enliladed Ijy tlio English liehhpieces that all but Llu' artillerymen 
witli tlie cannon (piitted the causeway and made for the, rie(‘ Helds. Theii' 
position was ]iot thereby imirroved, and a geiu'ral alarm .spreading (jver ilu'ir 
whole ranks they eoimueneed a retrcait, (,'llve followed close in [)m'MiiL, hut 
night couuug on they made their I'srape with etnnpai-atlvdy little loss, erossctl 
the river and entered Aviiee. So mneh, however, were they dis^jiriterl tlraij they 
did not venture to mnain, and (piittcd it in ilisorder, fullowi'd Ity the Malirattas, 
who, now entirely in theirolennmt, overtook tliem, and captmed lliijah Sahib’,s 
military ehest, containing 100,000 rupees. In eon.sequoneo of Ihi.s delisii, many 
of the enemy's .sepoys tle.sevted and offei’cil tlieir .service.s to Clive, wlio enli,sted 
GOO of tlajso who were l)e.st armed. 

HfciptOToi During the siege of Ai'cot, the French, by occtqiying Conjevmuu, had iiiter- 

eoiijmoi,uii coinnmnieation with Madras, and ea])tured a. pa,rty of diaahJed Jium 

who were proceeding tliithor. Some of them tl)cy are said to have atrociously 
murdei'ed in their littein, hut Lieutena.ut Hovel and En.sign Glass, already men¬ 
tioned, obtained ([u.arter, and were living as pri.s(mo]'.s in (Jonjeveram when 
Clive appeared before it and summoned it to surrender. The French comman¬ 
der .so far forgot himself' a,s to threaten that, if Ire were attaek(“d, he would 
expose these Engli.sh officers outlie walls. Clive ])uid no regard to this unworthy 
menace; and on receiving two cigliterm-pounders fiaun Madras, began to hatter 
in hreaeh at tho distance of 200 yards. On this occasion he made another of 
those remarkahle hairbreadth escapes, of which we have already seen several 
instances, an officer Ardio accompanied him while reconnoitring being shot 
dead by hi.s .side. The breach would soon have been rendered [iracticablo, hut 
the French commander, dreading the resentment which he knew ht' mu,st have 
provoked, did not venture to .stand an aa.sault, and abandoned the place in the 
niglit, leaving his two prisoners behind. After ruining the dcfoncos of Coujeve- 
rara, Clive sent 200 Europeans and 500 sepoys to Arcot, and rctuined Avith the 
x-est to the presidency, to give an account of his triumphant campaign, 

Ktiiitagum of liajah Sahib’s scattered troops, seeing the field again clear' hy the departure 
of Ihe British, re-asscmhled, and moving down toAvard the coast, rawigod part 
toot. Company’s territory around Mailras and in the vicinity of St. Thomd, 



Chap. i'UENCTI ATTEiLPT TO SURrRf.SE UR OT. Ifil) 

Tli(jy next roturued tn Coiij'cA'orain, lepaiicd the deruiccs oi' Llii" ^arri- \d itx 

hojii’d ifc witli dOU bcpoys aud kejd jjosbebdun of tlio f)[n;ii fonidi'y as far east as 
Poiuuiiali'e Tli(‘piosideiicy, who had heeii eiiiployi'd in piopariiiy a roiidoioi'- 
inoiit for dVlcliiuujioly, dcteilauied to oniploy ifc in the first indaiico in L"{]ici- 
liug’ tlieso daiiaerou^ and ti'oiildesonie intiudei-i. Clivo, aj'iatinted tij task, 
niaivhed fritni iJIadias in l’'Ld)ruarv, IT-")-, w'ifch a detaclimeiit wdiifli, when 
anguieiited h}’ a roiiifurcemenfc from Arcot, consisted of 3t)0 Europeans aiul 
ioUO sepoys, with six fcicld-pieces The enonug tlioug-li miisterino- 400 Eiuo-Aittnipt 
peaiis, 2000 sCpoys, and 2.j()0 liorso, wiih a huge train of iirtillerj, did not AiJj't.'*" 
A^entiirc to risk an encounter, and removed south to Vandaloor, where, as they 
strongly iiiLreiudied tlieinsel ves, tliey seenieil determined on a stand. On (live s 
approach it lo(jkod as if their courage had again failed them, foi’ they had mat only 
iihandoned their camp, hut dis])ei'sed as if somei sudden terror had struck them. 

It soon a}(peared, however, that they AV'ere not ul)e\ing their fears, hut following 
out a d('op-hud sclioino. When again heard of they were united at LVmjeveram, 
and prepaiing to move west on Arcot Arvare lhat it had heen almoat entirely 
sti'i])pu(l of its garrison to furnish the above leinfoieement, they had deter¬ 
mined to fall U])on it suddenly, after they had tempted t'livo so I’av awuiy as to 
make it diflieulL for him to advance to its relief. The stratagem nearly suc¬ 
ceeded, not me.rely in consequence of the feehleiie.ss of the garrison, hut of 
treachery within it. Two native sepoy officers had heen gained over, and were 
to have opened tlur gates, h’oitimately the ].)lot was discovered, and the enemy, 
finding tliat tire signals agreed npion w'ere not an.swcrcd, went off as suddenly as 
they had appeared, 

Notwithstarading iiitelligeuco of thedr departure, Clive continued his march -unm or 
westvvnual, and at sunset had come within sight of Coverypauk, wduju the van, 
advancing wdthont au-spicion, were fired upon from nine pieces of cannon at the 
distance of only 250 yards, The whole enenpy were Irere lying in ambuscade, 
and the cannons Avere the French artillery posted in a grove, Avith a dltidr and 
hank in front. CiiA’e made hi.s arrangements liastily, but Avith the gveatest 
coolness. Oi'dering the infantry to take shelter iu a Avatei-coiirse immediately 
on the left, and the baggage to be moved back half a mile, under the guard of a 
platoon and one of the field-pieces, he sent a detachment, Avith t\\a» field-piece.s, 
to 0 ])pose Ilajah Sahib’.s caA^alry, Avho A\wu-e spreading out on the ]ilain, and 
employed his otlier tln-ee remaining pieces to ansAA'-er the fire from the grove. 

The French inlantry advanced along the AV-atei-eour.s6 in a column of sis men 
ahreast, and Avero met by the English infanbiy iu the same order. Neither 
ventured to come to the bayonet, and an indecisive fire of musketry Ava.s kept 
up for tAvo hours hy moonlight. The enemy’s caA'alry Avere also kept at bay, 
and failed in seAmral attempts on the baggage. So fiir the fight was et[ual. It 
Ava.s otiierwisc with the artillery. Clive’s three pieces were no match for the 
French nine, and so many of his gunners Avere killed or disabled, that ho saAv no 
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AD If.-'. aJtoriiaUve bub bo takii the eiicmy’a liattory or to rcLj-Ciib, I'liu loriiici', if pvac- 
ticiililc', was of doin',sc‘ tlio move Jo.siiuble, and was ab once adopLod, wdieu a, 
sergeaiib, wlio iiad Ijocn sent bo rocoimoibro, n-buined wibli blic iidbiiiiabiou bliat 
the eneiuy had left tlie rear of the grove without any guard. jV sti'ong detaeh- 
luent Was iniinediately deipatcla'd toward,s the enemy’.s rear hy a long circuit 
Clive liiniself aeeongiauied it Jiall-way, and I'oturued only in tiine to lied the 
troops he had left in the water-eouv.se on the jaiint of giving way lie succeeded 
witli some ditlicnlty in rallying them, and had renewed the tight, when all at 
once the eueniy’s artillery cea,sed to lire. The attack on tlie rear had heen 
cuniple.tely ,siiuee,s.sfid. The detachment reached the grovm unjicreeived, and gave 
a, general volley at the distance of only thirty yards. The panic was instantan¬ 
eous, and the enemy lied without liriug another shot. Many of the Lfi'onclunon 
who had crowded into a ehonliry in the grove gladly accepted of quarter, anil 
became pri.souer.s of war. Among the, iiuiuediate fruits of the victory wore nine 
field-piece,s, throe coehoru moi'tar.s, and the surrender of tho i’ort of Ooverypnnk. 

Clive euutiiuied hi.s niarcli to Areot, and was next day on his way to Vel¬ 
lore, in the hopes of imlucing Mortlz Ali to jriy a contribution, or at least deliver 
up the, clcqihauts and baggage Avhichl\ajah Sahib had depo,sited with him, when 
he received an order to repair with all his force to Fort Bl. David, from wliich 
it was determined to desjiatch liiin, in connuaud of a reinforeernouL, to ’'Ih'ichino- 
Amcratii'Mi poly. In luarehiug south across the country in ohinlienci' to this order, he 
fl'G S[)ot where Nazir Jung had lost Ids life, a,nd Avhere Dnplei.s:, to eoin- 
iiieinoratc the very i.lote.stable action which hb,heralded a.s a victory, liad founded 
a city luidcj' the name of Dupleix-Fateabad, or the City of Duplcix'a Victory. 
In its centre a cohnnu, with a pompons in.seription in Frencli, Doi'sian, and 
several Indian languages, was to have been creetod. Clive did a,n act of jus¬ 
tice, ns well a.s sound policy, by levelling the whole with the ground. Though 
his route lay through a country still nominally in the hands of tlic enemy, no 
ohstructiun wa.s offered. Their .spirits and their foj'co were e(]ually broken; and 
Mahomed Ali, who lately did not possess any spot north of the b'oleroon, avu.s, 
mainly by Olive’s exploits, put in virtual po.s,yession, as nabob, of a teriitory 
sixty miles long by thirty broad, and yielding an annual reAmnue 01,0150,000. 
Three days after Clive’s arrival at Fort Sb. David, Major l.aAvrenco returned 
from England and again assumed the chief militmy command. 
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Coni mil itiiin of tho ftii 4c of TuLliinopol^—Aiiival of Afnjui L.u\icnc«' with a innfoici ineiii—"NLiliornfcl 
All’s toituom puiCLedin^^'S—iJi-sCoutint of hn •illir'i—-Atteiripts ot the J'unUi tn roco\ei tluii lust 
giound—Clive si,!!-, foi EngUiid—■SucuCfe'^es of IVl ijoi Lawiciice—New iiiingucs of 

EILE ('live was gaiiinio' liis &ucees'es in Areot, Clnindii ^niri 
Rahil I uouiiimed tu Ijclwiguer Ti-icldiiopol^’ The chief hur- 
deii of tlie siege fell iipou fclie I'lench, wim, lia^ing olitained 
a train of hutfcei iiig artilleiy fioiu their settlement of Carrical, 
elected their principal Latteiy at the distance of 1200 yards 
liointhe north-east angle of the fortrc-'S Their head-ijuaiiois were iixed atsiego^f 
some distance eastward, near the south bank of the Cauvery; and in order to jnij im 
save the trouble, of connecting them by trenches, they conveited tlai battmy into 
a regular redoubt by iuelosing the flanks and rear with a paiapet and a diteli 
The battery was mounijod with thri'e eighleen-pouuders ainl three nioitar.s; and 
on n rnek, aftorwaids Icnown as the kh-eneh Tlock, .situated neaily duo south of 
the battery and about 2000 yards from the .south east angle of tlie fortress, two 
eigliteen-ponnders wore jilaced. dVo giuns weie also ]»ostcd on the north baidt 
of the Oanvery, within the i,sland of Seringliaia, opposite to the northern gate. 

The.se arrangxunents indicated a great lack of engineering .skill and enterprise, as 
both of the two gun-batteries were far too distant to make any irnpre,s,sion on 
the walls Accordingly, after they had continued for .several days wastiirg their 
anmuruition to no purpose, the tinops under (.'aptaiu Gingerr not only got rid 
of their former fear.s, but ran to the oppo.site extreme, and blamed him for not 
alhnving them to he foolhardjc All his caution, tirough it had fornieiiy been 
excessive, was norv noee.ssaiy to pi'event them from exposing themselves to 
disaster. 

To meet the erreray’.s attack tlie defender-a raised up a glacis, leaving- nothing xame 

of tlip cle 

but ilie parajM-'t uf tlie wall vi*Hible, opposite to the prmcipat battery, tiung ti]) 
an entrenchment ojiposite to the French Rock, and mounted two gims close to 
the .snutlr bank of the Cauvery, to anawer tlioae on the opposite .side in the 
island of Seringharn. A constant ftring was now kept u]» on both sides without 
any result The time wasted, however-, began to tell sevei’cly agahrst Mahomed 
All, whose resources were imreh more limited than those of the bc.sieger.s 
Bp.sides maintaining his own troojrs he waa expected to subsidize tire Company’s 
troops. This be feareil would .soon become iropos,slble. arid the conse(prence 
migiit be that thesse troops -would xvith(b-aw and leave him to his fate. Yeiy 
natvrrally, therefore, he looked about for new allies, and foiiiid one in Mysore, 
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then the most powerful of the nciglihouriiif; states. Jt.s sovereign was at this time 
an infant, and the w hole power was couceiiLi'aled in tlie hands ol his unch', tlie 
dulaimtu or regsmt, wluj listened to Mahoiaeil Ali the more readily lioni the deep 
hatred Avhieh ho here to Clumd.i Sahih. At tlu' same time, while graLiP', ing his 
hatred, he did not forget his interest, and .sold the [)romi,so of his assistance at a 
very extravagant I'ate lie was not long, liowevoi', in begijuiing (o htllil it. In 
the heginniug of October, ITol, a party of horsemen arrived from Sei mgai)atam, 
the capital of j\lysoi'('. Their inimher was only seventy, hut they Immght with 
them what was of more consecpieiice, in the shape of a snhsidy oi 500,000 
rupees ( faO.OOO). 

This was only a firela.ste of the aid a.hont to he fnnhshod hy the dalaway, 
for ill tlio latter end of Novenibei' he liegan to assemhle an army at Oai'oor, 
ahoiit fiiity-tivo mile.s W.N.VY. of 'I'l'ichinopol^y; and, not contented with his 
own troops, liirod a hody of (1000 Mahrattas, mnlei’ the eommiind of Moraii 
Eow. We liavc already seen 1000 of those mcreenarie.s, nnih'r IJasin Ihiw, 
co-operating with Clive in Areot. A ]iarty of 500 .scut to Trichinopoly distin¬ 
guished thomselveH as soon as they arrived hy their activity; and hoth liy the 
Ijoklnesa of their charges, a.nd their emining devices in laying amhuscadcs, cut 
oil' a considerallie number of the enemy. Unduly elated hy Lhi,s success, they 
were eager for a general engagement, and mi iinding the English ludisposed to 

risk it, told them, “ they were not the same kind of 
men they had seen fighting so gallantly at Arcot” 
Mahomed Ali’s jirospeets now began to hrigliten, 
for after some frivolous delays, the .Mysore, army, 
consisting of 12,000 horse, of whom 1000 were 
Muhratta.s, led hy Morari liow, and 8000 f)ot, 
arrived at Trichinopoly. Tlie miinhers a[i[)eai' 
ranch more f irniidalde on iiajx'r than they were in 
reality, for at thi.s time tlie Mysorean troops were 
cowardly and undiscipliiK'd. Inckpeiidmitly, how¬ 
ever, of their actual value, they liad iudiivetly a 
powerful influence in iiiduciug other neighbouring 
.states to join the same .side; and hence the King 
of Tanjore,^who had hitherto professed neutrality, 
no .sooner learned the arrival of the My.sorean army 
than he declared in favour of Mahonu'd All, and 
raiATMEjioni Sir .s B. MoyricU'is .seut him ail auxiliary loi'cc, cousi.stiug ot 3000hor.se 

Aiicltttf Armour. , x* . i i ^ i 

and 2000 foot, under the command oi Ins general 
Monaqiee. Tlie Polygar Tondeman, whose country is Tanjore and Madura, 
also e,spoused the same side, and sent a couBiderahle retnibreement. The army 

^ “Tlie Polygais (lerived their name from iuliabit- municipal regulations relative to the dostniotion of 
ing the pMnnis or woucls in the southeru parts of tigers ami other forooioua IlUis- 

Hindoostaii, and appear to have taken tlmir rise from trutiojis of Aneiant A mS «ncl Amour. 
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iF]\Falio]ued Ali nownmouiifcod to 20,000 lior-ie ami 20,000 foot; fliafc of Cliuuda 
Viliib, increased fioni different qinute)\ was little iiift-iioj-, '-iiioe it had exactly 
lie same iiLiiiibcv of foot, and was onl}' 3000 weaker in cavahj" 

The UE^eiicy of the Jlidualtas and tin ir other confederates ibi action was 
iio\v' greatly ineiea^-ed, and Capt.iiii Giiigeii had niueli diiHurlty in resisting 
iheir iuiportiuiity When he announced Ms deterniiiiation to wait foi the lein- 
loicement v.diichwas expected lioin the presidency, .scvei'al of the native officeis 
lost all jiaticuce, and scrupled not to stigmatize his so-caUed caution a,-3 mere 
owai’dice So dissatisfied, indeed, rvas Niisheiaj, the M^soioan commaudtr, that 
lie was more than once on the point of leturning home with ids army, and was 
only a])])pascd m hen the roveiraes of all the districts recovered .since his arrival 
w’uie made over to Mysore. Moiaii Row, e([iiall_y offended, said less, but acted 
v/ith the chai'acteiistic duplicity of Lis countrymen, ly cntei ing inlo ii secret 
eoirespondenue with tlie enemy 

TTie reinforcement commanded by Major Lawrence ably seconded Ity 
Caiitaln Clive, was now on its way It eousisted of 400 Europeans and 1100 
H'poyH, with eight field-pieces, and was cumbered with a large (praniity of 
military storoH Loth armies, aware of the effect whiih it might have on future 
operations, werceiiually on the nleit, the one to secuie its safe anlval, and the 
other to iiitercopt it On the 2GLiL of March it airi\c<l at a fort of the King of 
Taujore, ■within twenty miles of Tiiciiinopoly, and iheie depodted such of the 
stoics as were most cumbersome. M Larv, the commamler of the Freueh 
hattalion, acting not merely on his own jiidgmeut, but by special iiistrueliou.s 
from Duploix, Avas determiued not to alloAA’’ it to jiass Avitliout a strenuous effort 
fo effect a cu])tiu'e The first struggle commenced at the fort of Coilady. It 
Avas in po.ssossion of the French, avIio had here posted a, strong body with artil¬ 
lery. Major LaAAU'ence, anxioii.s to aAorid the clangor, oirlored his guides to look 
(Jilt for another roach In.stead of i.loiug .so they led him to the very .spot. The 
error AVas fir.st di.scoAmred Iry the fire of six jrieccs of cannon from the opposite 
side of the Cauvery. Great Avas the eonfasion, hut both by good foi-tuiie ami 
good management the loss sustained was small, and the line, by diverging to the 
left, Avas soon iieyond the enemy’s reach. A move sermu.s contest AA'as at hand. 
On advancing to-wards Elimiserum, a rock crowned Anth a fottilled pagodca, five 
miles south-east of Trichinopoly, klajor LaAVTCUce learned that the greater part 
of the enemy’s array was draAAm up in battle aii'ay between it and tbe French 
Eock, Avbile the remainder occupied tbe space betAvecn tiiia rock and tbe village 
of Cbukleypollaiu, on tbe south bank of tbe Caviveiy. Tbe olji'ct Avas veiy 
npparont Flad the major attempted to pass to tbe north of Elimiserum lie 
could scarcely liaAW escaped being suiTOimderl Ho therefore passed to tbe .sonib, 
and bad only proceeded a short Avay, Avben be bad the satisfaction of beuig 
joined by 200 Euroiieana and 400 &epoy.-j under Oaplain Dalton, and the greater 
part of Mahomed All’s army. 

Yot. I, 


A n iV5_ 


r I I (if 
the II lUsu 
ho'jpi 


Keinfouti 
nicnt iimlt-r 
Jjji atnet' 

lUid 


€0 



4.71 


niSTOJiV OF INDIA. 


[Dook riT 


AD 17.52 


Attcmijl tu 
lUtuUi,\)fc 
tllO I'.Ul- 

ftsiGf rnoiiC; 


of 

Law- 

iQiice. 


Scarcely half an hoiiv liad been spent by the tmops in taking rcfre.sluneiiL 
when tl>e scouts came in at full speed to announce tliat tlie whole of blic eiKsny’s 
army was advancing. Clive, sent out to reeonnoiti'o, obsiwed that a large 
ehoultry with sumo stone buildings in front of the h’roneli battalion rtnuaiiual 
unoccupied, and was ordei’cd forward as fast as possdile with tlie first division of 
artillery, supported liy the gi-enadiers, to take po.sscssiou of it The enemy, 
tliough aware of their ohjeet, did not attempt to outstrip them, as tliey might and 
ought to have done, and contented Llieinselves with opening a camionado. It was 
the hottest that had yet taken place in India, the Ifreneh liiing from twenty-two 
])ieces, and the Engli'Ji from nine. The latter, thougii innch fewer, did more 
execution, hccau.se the English not actually serving the guns were sheltei'od by 
the choultry and its buildings, while the Fi-encb stood exjiosod in the open 
plain This advantage soon toil; and the ciieiuy Iiegiuuing tu waver, drst drew 
back tlieir artillery, and then conuneuced a, general retreat. Had the native 
ti-oops on the English side clone their part a decided victory might liave hiun 
gained, but they had remained alino.st inactive, as if they liad been not com¬ 
batants, hut mere spectators. This is said to have been owing, not to any want 
of bravery, but to the bad oxamplo set by Morari How, whose intrigue with tlu 3 
enemy was now so far advairced that h(' was unwilling to act against (hem. 
Tliough from this cause the enemy escaped with a comparatively small loss, an 
important object had been gained; for the ivinforeemcnt, no longer interrupted 
in its progress, arrived in the course of the evening at Tricliinopoly. 

Major Lawrence, not to allow the enemy to recover from the terror inspired 
by their defeat, proposed immediate action, but met with so many obstructions 
from his allies, whose notions of fortunate ami unfortunate days often indneed 
them to sacrifice their most favourable opportuintic,s, that be insolved to attem[)(. 
something with his own ti‘oop.s on his orvn responsibility. His object was to 
surprise Chimda Salulfs camp, which lay to the east of that of the Erench, and 
had no entrenchments. With this view he despatched Captain Hnlton with 
400 men, with orders to make along circuit, and comineuce his attack on the 


east side of the camp, beat it up, and set fire to it. Owing to a blunder of the 
guide,s the expedition failed, but the mere firet of its having been attempted mu 
alarmed the Erench commander that nothing would satisfy him but a retreat to 
Seringliam, Clumda Saliib remonstrated, but M. Laiv carried bis 
point, and with so nracli precipitation, that a part of the baggage and vyliolo 
magazines of xirordsions were set on lire, to save the difficulty of transport or 
prevent the danger of capture. The whole proceeding looks like infatuation. 
By retiring beyond the Oauvery the siege was truly at an end. Why then 
remain cooped up in an island, with the certainty of being soon proKsed for ,sup- 
lilies, and the probability of being excluded from the pofisihility of egro.ss? The 
only plausible account which has been given of the enemy’s withdrawal to the 
island is, that '• they were afraid to fight, and ashamed to retreat.” 
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The English East India Couipanj', Avliile natiu'ally encouraged and elated ])y .1 n 17,3. 
Lhe liivouivihle turn ndjich afSiirs had taken, were ,suffering se^'erely in their 
mercantile inteiest hy the length and expensivene'-s uf the war; and it tliere- 
fou' seemed justifiahle, even at some rEk of failure, to adojit any plan Avliich nueiru-im 
proniised to hring it with the least delay to a succensfiJ termination. Such a ' 

phui was suggested hy C'lir’'e, a?id adopted hr Major Lawrence. It was to 
form tlic army into t’W'o divisions; and while retaining' the one south of the 
Cauvery, to send the other to the north of the Colerooii. JTazardons it certainly 
was, foj' the defeat of one division almost necessarily involved the destnictioii of 
both, A difficulty remained. To whom was the connnand of tlie northern 
division t(j he intrusted? Major LaAvreiice Avas aiLsioua to appoint CliAuj, hut 
several of the officers as his seniors had a piior claim The iMaliratlas and 
Alysoreana removed the ditEuulty, by declai'ing that they would not allow any 
of their troops to accompany the expedition unless Clive had the command of it. 

He was accordingly appointed, and after arranging to choo'-e a central position 
between the Coleroon and the straits of Ootatoor, so as to be always Avdthin a 
forced march of Tricluuopoly, set out on the 6th of xVpril, 1752, Avith lOO Eiirt>- 
])eans, 700 sepoys, 3000 Malirattas coinuianded by Innis Khan, 1000 Taujorine 
horse, two hattering cannon, and .six field-pieces Having I'eached the north hank 
of the Coleroon ly crossing the islaiul of Seringhani three miles ea.st of tins 
]ragoda of Juml)aki,stna, he inarclied north seA'en miles and took po.ssession of the 
village of Sarniaverani, Avitli its two pagodas, one on each side of tire highroad 
leading to Ootatoor. 

Hupleix, alarmed at the critical position into aaIu'c!] Clinnda Sahib Is army 
had bcerr hi'onglit by M, Law's injudicious retreat into tire rslainl of Soringharu, 
serrt M. d’Auteiril to ,snper.se<le him. He was acconri)auied by 120 Europeairs, 

500 sepoys, with four held-pieccs, and a large coirA-oy of proAusions and stores. 

Clive, on learning hi.s arrival at Ootatoor*, arrd intention to avoid Sainiaveraiir, Aiim-orsv 
hy making a large circuit to the AAm.st, set out Avitli the greater pai't of his force 
to intercept him. M. d’Antouil, informed of this movement, hastened Lack to 
Ootatoor, and Clive retraced his ste])s to iSamiaAmrarn. M. Larv, Avho knew of 
Clive’.s departure and not of his retiu'u, sent a ptu'ty of eighty Europeans and 
700 sepoys to attack Sarniaveram, and make an easy prize of the foAV troops 
AA'lro had been left in it. They ari'ived in the vicinity at midnight, and were 
informed by a spy of the retur-n of the force sent against M. d'Auterril. The 
cnmmarrding officer refu,sed'‘to believe it, and pu.shed forward with his men. 

On heiug challenged hy the advanced guard of the Eirglislr sepoys, an Irishman, 

Avho Avas in conrrnarrd (.if a body of d(;.serters, stepped out and told them that 
Major LaAvr'onee had ,s6irt him with a reinforcement. The sepi>y.s, hearing some 
of the other de.serter,s speaking English, Avere so MIy sa.tisfied, that they never 
thoirglit of a.sking the counter-word, and even sent one of their number to con¬ 
duct them to head-quarters, Th-us guided, they passed without interruption 
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AI) ir-jj. tlji'ouyli pari oi' Ihe ilalmitLa camp, ami i-oacliod LIk' lesser pagoda. IToj'o fclic;, 
were challenged Ly the seiiLinels, and airswored by liring a volley. (Jllve, via 
was sleeping in a neiglibonring’ choultry, started up, ami, iuiagiuii’ig that it \va' 
his own sepoys avIio wei'e firing in consecpiencc o! soau; alai'in on the outskirts 

oine'aimi liasteued olF to the larger pagoda for a body of Europeans, and I'etnnied with 

1 m e-)caix them to the choultry, when he was coidinned in his first impression b'l 

finding a large Ijody of sepoys dr.-uvn up facing tlie sontli, from winch any alarin 
might he &ni)posed to liave come, and firing at random. Never douhtiiig tlial 
tlicy were hi.s own men, he left his Eui'opoans twenty j’ards in tlieir rear, and 
went in among tlieiu, njthraiding iliom for their panic. fits voice l)eti'a}’('<i 
luin to one of the .se})oy.s, wdio instantly attacked him witli ids ,sword, and 
wounded liiiu in two places Clive Immediately cncountoied his assailant, wli<! 
took to his heels and ran off for the lesser pagoda. Still unconscious of ids uu, 
take, and enraged tliat he .should tlias have been attackod hy oni' of Ids own 
men, lie followed in jnumrit, and fir,st learned the real .state of matters hy Lcing 
acco.sted hy .si.x; Frouchmeu. With .singular pi'esenee of mind, lie at once 
recovered from his suiprise, and with great composure told the Frc'uelmu'n In 
had eomo to oiler them terms, at the same time bidding them look roini.l and 
.see how comjdotely the pagoda was smTourided by his array. Three of tlie 
Frenchmen went hack into the pagoda to acepraint tlicir countrymen with 
the offer of cpiartor; the other throe actually gave up ilieir arras and followed 
him to the ehoultry, where lie took the ncc(.‘ssavy .steps to rid the camp of 
intruder.s, 

Clive’s pcr.soual dangeus were not jrat ovci‘. The pagoda, de,spera:ti‘ly dt'- 
fended hy the French and the Engli.sli deserter,s, remained in their liands till 
daybreak. A,s the only chance of e.scape, a .sally ruas attempted. It failed; a,nd 
Clive, anxious to .save further hlnod.shcd, advanced to parley. Weak with tlio 
loss of blood and fatigue, he Avas .stamling with lits hack towairls the wall of the 
porch, and leaning in a stooping posture on the sliouldors of two sei-geants, Avhen 
the Irish de.s'erter, probably aware that Avdiatever terms wei’o made, ho coulfl 
have no hope of mercy, insolently advanced, and tidling Clive that he rveudd 
shoot him, fired his musket. The bullet nii.s.sed him, hut pas.sed through the 
hodic.s of both the .sergeants, Avho fell mortally wounded. The escape looks like 
a miracle. It wa.s aftorward.s di.scovered that, at the very commencemont of the 
alarm, lie had had another o.scapo scarcely le.s.? Avonclcrful. The very first volley 
which started him ffom iiLs sleep, shattered a box under lii.s feet, and killed a 
servant who was lying close to him. Three liairbroadth e.scapes in a singic day 
—the midnight voUuy—the sepoy’s sword—and the Irish de.sperado’s deadly 
aim-—^make it impossible to doubt that a special Providence Avas watching over 
him and reserving him for great evenks. The 700 sepoy,s rvho had entered the 
camp, managed to (juit it again dining the confusion, and were ha,stoning back 
to the Ooleroou, when the Malu'attas were olj.served in full pursuit. Tliey 
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iiLteiiipteil to oscape Lj? tlirowiiig ilo^ni tlicir arms and disper-iiip^' It ■\v,is in 
vain; every man of thoni perihliuil, 

Tiie position of the tvo armies was now rever-ed The licsic^tns saw them¬ 
selves l)esiey(;d and in daii^i r of iKsmn’ starved out 'Tlicir great liojie sv;n in 
M cl’Antcuii; hut this Impe soon failed them, for thiit ofllcer, despaiiino- not 
only of reachiug- Seringliani, hut of mainlainiiig his position at Outaioor. marie 
a rapid retreat to Voleomla, after .sacrifielng a large (jiiantity of his .stores This 
lo.ss, anil the dangis'.s svhieh threatened on every side, determined f'lninda Sahih’s 
officers to execute ii rlesign which they had for some time contemplated. Ap¬ 
proaching him in a hoily, tlicj'’ annonncerl their detenniiiatioii to iprit his ser¬ 
vice Instead of uphr.ilding them, lie told them Unit tiny lunl oidy antieipateel 
a siniilai- proposal from himself He was unable to pay tlicir arrear.s, ljut a.ssnred 
them that they would not Ire forgotten sltonld hettei' fortune again atdenrl lum; 
and gave the best proof of Ids .sincerity ly making over to them at a valuation 
the greater part of hi.s elephants, camels, horses, and other military effects. 
Some of the trcojis thus sot free returned home; other’s took service with the 
Mysoreans Very few went over to Mahomed Ali; hut C'liv'e, at Sauna verani, 
was joined by 2000 of the best hor.se and 1500 .sejroy.s Clninda Sahib was left 
with only SOQO horse and -TOGO foot, avIjo were lodged in the pagoda of Seiing- 
ham. The French battalion, witli 2000 sepoy’s, shut themselve.s up in the pagoda 
of J’uinlraki.stiui, arid gave out that they meant to defend themselves to the last 
extremity. A.s tireii’ only hope, the^'- .still kept their cye.s tmiied towards M. 
d'Autenil, who, on hi.s part, so far from being able, to bring iliein succorir, Avas 
entirely occupied Avitli his own difficulties After vavion.s raovenients, Avhich 
only entangled him more and luore, he Avas cooped up by CliA^e in the fort of 
Volconda, and obliged to come to terms. One of these Arurs tliat deserters should 
ho piardoned, It seems .strange that tliere should haAm been any occasion fur' 
such a danse; hut its importance is pcrceHcd when Ave learn the astormding 
fact, that though the Avhole numljer of Erri’opeaiis uucIgi’ M dArrteriil A\'a.s only 
100, no foAver thair thirty-five, more than one-tiiird of the Aidiole, Ai’ere English 
soldier,s Avho had deserted. 


Purrojideji of 
Vt>k(jin!d 


The .sun-ender of M. d'Auterril left the French in Bcringhani Avithout the eimmu .ai- 
leasi prospect of relief Preparatory to a caprtrrlntiorr, it Ava.s thoriglrt de-sirstblo 
that an attempt .shorrld be made to secure the escape of CTiunda yahib. M. Luav 
A vas RAvai’e thrrt in the haucLs of Drrpleix he might still he trrrired to good account; 
and he appear.^, moreoA’'er, to haA’^e been .sincerdj^ dasiroiis not to allow him tfv 
fall irrtu the jroAver of Mahomed Air, AAffio was Avell known to he thirsting for 
his life. So completely, hoAvever, Avas the island noAV watched, that the only* 
mode of escape Avhidi seemed practicable Avas to bribe some of the iiatrAm auxi¬ 
liaries to allow him a passage through tlreir quartercs. Several Avere thonghfc 
of_-the Mahratta.s, hut they Avorrld sell him to the highe.st bidder—the My¬ 
soreans, hut they would emprloy him as a hostage to obtain the performance of 
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A D ir-j:. the promises wliieli Mnlionier] AJi litid iiradc to them—and iho il’anjoiiiics, 
Imt they lifive him air old grudge, and woidd he willing to talco aii ojijxatuiuty 
ol' avumgiiig’ it It was known, liowerer, that J\loiuu;jee, ilie Taiijorine com¬ 
mander, rras at variance with the prime ministei', O/ud miglit in conseepu uce he 
induced to pursue a seirarate interest. To him, theretore, the ova'itnro vras 
made. He gave Ids consent readily, and received a large sum of money in 
hand, with the promise of much more, and ahuo.st any advautago lor rv'liieh ho 
choso to ,stipnlat(" The bargain was tlias concluded, and nothing lemauu'd hut 
to lix the time of Oliunda Sahih’.s departure, when, on the dlsL ol JMay, on the 
arrival of Ijatturing cannon from Hevieotta, Major Lawi'cnce siimaunred fil. 
Law to surrender. Moiiacjee, now pretending zealous fri(>ndship, took adran- 
tage of the smmnonH to urge (llumda iSahlh to come over thtib very night, and 
assured him tha,t every liours rlelay atlde<l gi’oatly tf) hi.s risk. Some su.s]Heiou 
of treachery was felt, and Monaejoe wms asked for a considerable hosbtge. Ho 
answered with great cahmic.ss, that if treachery was meant, no hoistago could 
jnnvent it, and tliat, moreover, the mere giving of a hostage W(jnld he. e(|uiva- 
lent to a divulging of the whole .secret He hound liiinself, however, hy jin oalli 
(jii his .sword and poniard, thomo.st sacred of all ohligation.s to an Indian .sohlier, 
to send olF Chunda 8ahih as soon as he came into lii.s f|uarierH, y^ith an oseoi'i 
of linivse to CiUTical. All this had taken ]ihu‘e at an interview with lil. Law, 
whose suspicions wore still further lulled hy a Tanjorino olileer wlio told him 
he was to command the escort, and showed him the palampiin and nthei' pre¬ 
parations for the journey. Chunda Saliih, who was waiting to hear the rt'siilt 
of the illterview^ immoduitely placed himself in the power of Moiiacjee, who.se 
first use of it was to put him in irons 

Kiiiioiwiu] Ilf M. Lan^, after concluding the arriingemeut fur Lis unfortmiate colleague in 

f.iicudi arms, had no alternative for him.self He was alisoliitcly at the niercj^ of his 

.jantisiinni cxci'jit ill tlio moderation of Major Lawrence, 

The French, he said, were not at war with the English ; and now that Ulumda 
Hahib was a prisoner, and his army dispersed, he expected to bo treated not as 
an enemy, hut as tlic rcpre.sentative of a friendly^ power, and assisted to vetuin 
in safety with his army to the French settlemont.s. Major LaAvronce ri'jilied 
that he acted only as the interpreter of the intentions of Mahomed Ali, and 
jnstihed the terms which he proposed to exact by producing a letter in which 
Dupleix declared that he would never cease to pursue him while a Frenchman 
remained in India. The drat summons to M, Law was to .surrender at tli.scre- 
tion; a second, in more poremptory terms, demanded a decisive answer liy a fixed 
hour, and added that, if the battorie,s once liegan to ]day, every man in the 
pagoda should ho put to the sword. Ultimately, nil evasions proving vain, 
M. Law resigned hiuKoIf to his fate, and made an unoonditiomd surrender. 
The whole force under his eonunamh nnd which thus became prisoners of war, 
consisted of a hatta.lion of 820 Europoana and 2000 seppys. Their artillery were 
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eleven, battering cauuoii, ino.stlj^ eiglLteeii-poiiudevs, twenty field-piii'ce.s, fom.' a.d. ir.vi, 
tliirteen-incli mortars, and two petiird,s; tliej^ li;nl also a large (pia.ritit}' (.if 
arinTiiuii tioii, store,s, and earria.ges of all description.s. TJie iintive liorse ami foot 

Avitliiii tlie ]jag'od;i, of Ser- _ __ __ _ _ 

iiigliani were allow'ed to 
deiiart witlioirt molestation. 

They all embraced the offer ‘ 

except loot) Rajpoots, \rho, j t!| H, ^' 'i 

having vowed to defend the i i 

.sanctity of the pagoda, kept ‘ 

eiied death to any me who f '' 

beyond the third iiiclosnve.. ' ‘ 

to di.stiu'b them. Tlie only . - ^ - 

pioillt still to be decided was or P.iood.i at HmnxuAU.—l'Tom FiAgiiasMi'i. 

Aiicijili Aichilvcluru ol ll iiUccstHii. 

the fate of (.Ihunda Saliib, 

He wa.s BtUI tlie prisoner of Moiificjce, A\dio lield him ns his prize and refu.sed cnwifetsnf 
to part with him. .Major Lawrence pwopiosed liis .safe cn.stody in one of the giiuii). 
Engli,sh .settlements; Imt the confederate,s were mianixnons in rejecting tliis 
pTOpo.sa]. They were, liowever, far from being agreed as to any other, arid 
Mixnaqjee began to snspect tliat hi,s jiiisoner wou].d cventuiiUy gpve him more 
trouble than pirofit. The Daiaway of Mysore, Mahomed Ali, and Morari Row 
were all eipnally bent on ,sectii.‘:i,ng po.s.session of his person; and it was impossible 
to gratifjwone of them wvithout offending the other two. In the.se circum¬ 
stances Monacjee took the coimse which Iris savage, natuve dictated, and rid 
himself of farther importunity on the subject of Ghunda Sahib l.)y pmtting him 
to death. Malromed Ali, now freed from a rival in the Carnatic, became nahbb 
in reality, as well a.s in name, and wdll in future he mentioned under that title, 

No sooner was the .surrender of tiie French compileted than Major Lawrence Matomed 
urged the nabob to lose no time in piroceedmg into the Carnatic at the head of bis policy, 
tlie (confederate army. The soundneas of his advice was readily adniitted; .still . 
the nabob lingered and betrayed a m3r3terious backwardness to move. .Majoi’ 
Lawi-ence, bad no idea of the cause,, till...the Mysorean expffaiiied .it by refiisihg: : 

to move until Trichinopoly and its: deprenclehciGS were yielded up ,to Mm as the; 
stipnilated recompense of his sexwices, ,,: ; Idie kecret, had been well kepff ; but ildw, 
when diasimiilation coiffd no loiiger.availithe Aahob.-lwhen cpnesbioned: oi:i, tile V 
subject, readity admittecl; that: he had'jAAihiBedfall whid^^ the Mysorean asked., 
jTIiis ouglifcjto have .aetUedlthe qhpiddoiik!M^d'hGdMe;cuhsediiencfi&:Vidiat 
i;:ittiglffkd>he:':only honest course wnk' tb>fa^ IthejpromiBA ; .Idothiug,;;^ 

1 yyasihri&ifflrGin ttie nabohk iMeMioM’andj tQ -deMse;^^!^^ 
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texLs lor evading the ubligation Tricliiuopoly \va,s iioL JiiiS, iL holoiiged to tlie 
Great irogul; he was only vieemy, ami uiigliL be roealled :iL jileasiirc'; the My- 
sonsau, wlion he took advjiiitago i)f liis disGess to extort the proiui -i', iiiiist liave 
known thill, it was not in his jiower to [leii'oim it; to yive n]) IViehinoiioly to 
an Indian king would only he to involve liinisell'and the Dritish as lii.s idlii's in 
a w;u' with the wliole Alogid empire 

It would lie usidc'iS to explain the negotiations which ('leuied, iuul det.til the 
cunning triclcw which the parties cin]>loyci-! to outwit eaeli other. The most, 
important point is that the tlonipany, while veeounnending muiuid eoneession, 
agreed to stand ly the nahoh, amt so far to .'-npport liiin in his injn.stice liy inti- 
luiiting to the Jilysorcan, that if he had rerour.se to toivi* they Aviadd iv[)el it 
The etfeet vvas to patch up a hollow agreemeui, wdiieh ueitlier party umaut to 
keep liy tliLs iigi’cement tin' dtdaway wais put in jiosse.ssion of the luveimea of 
the island of Seiinghain ami soiuo other distiicts, and [iroiuised the po.sse.ssion 
of Triehinopoly in twm luouth.s; in letuiu he (Sigaged to assist the nahoh with 
all his force in the complete reduction of the nnhohsliip. Wliisi, in terms of this 
agreement, the Mysoj'can was asked to march, he made i-io many li'ivoloUiS I'xeuse-. 
as loi't no doiiht a.s to his intentions. As the most eli’eetiial mean.s of irustintiiig 
them, fJaptaiii Dalton was left in'I'richinopoly with 200 .ICuropeaii.s and l.iOt) 
sepoys This lueasnre was douhtlcss necessary, since the Mysoreans and Mah- 
rattaw Rtill retained their old eneampuient in the vicinity; hut it greatly vedueed 
the .strength of the expeditiou intended for tJic Uarnatie, rediieing the C.'oni- 
pany’.s hattalion to ."500 men ami 2r)l)(> sepaiys, while the nahoh wa.s miahle to 
aeconpiauy them wdth more than 2000 hnr.se. kSiieh was the whole army which 
.set out on tlie 28th of June, to accompli.sh objects for which ten times their 
nunrher would seareely have suUiec'd. Tlu' linsi plac'e of imjiovtani'e which they 
risielied was Volcomla, the governor oJ' which, though he refused to deliver up 
the fort, took the oath of allegiance to Mahomed Ali, as nalioh, and, hesides 
paying 80,000 rupees as arrears, gave, Rocurity for the regular payment of the 
revenue in future. From Volcomla the nahoh sent hi.s brother, AhduJ Wahah 
Khan, wdth 1000 horse, to Areot, appointing him deputy-governor of the districts 
north of the, raliar, and ]>receeded with the rest of the troo))M to Tvivadi, about 
seventeen miles we.st of Fort St. David. To this .settlement, now no longer the 
seat of govcruineut, which had been agaiji rernow'd to Madin.s, Major La.wrcm!e 
repaired for the roeovoiy of his health, leaving the command to ('aptain Glngtni. 

'File reverses wnstaiued by the French in the south produced gi'eat eousterna- 
tioii at Pondicherry. These, however, wnru somewhat balaueed by the .sueee.s.ses 
of M. Dussy ill the north. After the death of Mnzzutfor Jung. Halahiit Jung, 
the new souhahdar, appointed by Dasay’s influence, proceeded with him for 
llamool, by tlie hand of whose chief Muzsmffer Jung had fallen, and barbar¬ 
ously I’evonged the act by massacring a large number of the iuha.l)itante, 
storming the fort, and putting the garrison to the swun'd. They then crossed 
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tkc KisLua, and coniimiod Uieir march noiihwarcl in the direcLion of Golcoiida a d its 
JjuI a, Horious o1jhitructit)n was to bo removed before they could reach it Gliazi- 
u-diji, the eldest son of Nizam-iil-Moolk, had never, as was falsely alleged, 
renounced his claim to the soubahship, and was now taking active stops to tiiu nun 
secure it. With this view he Itad formed an alliaiico with the Pei.sliwa Baltijee 
Bajec Bao, who stood ready with 2.>,000 Mahi'atbas to dispute Salabut Jung's 
further progress. Negotiation was attempted, and the Peisliwa, aware that Ids 
presence was urgently required at Sattarah, made no scruple of changing .sides. 

'I’lio obstacle being thus removed, Salabut Jnug, aecompauied by Bussy, more 
as bis protector than his pi'otdgd, made a triumphant entrance into Golconda, 
Gha/.i-u-(.Iiu had, in the incautimo, set out from Delhi, and arrived at Auruu- 
gal)ad, which now vied with 
it in importance, and was vC' 
gar(l(3d as tlie capital of the 
lJccea,n As negotiation could 
not hero avail, another device 
e(|ual]y charactertstic was 
adopted, and (ihazi-u-din was 
cut olfhy poison, The death 
(d’ tlie, chief was, as usual, fol¬ 
lowed by tlie dispersion of hi.s 
army, and Balabut Jung, now 
left without a rival, took his 
seal, on the mm)md at Au- 
rungabad, amid general re- 
joiciuga At auch a season Bussy could obtain anything ho chose to ask; t1‘bIu>uo, 
and, besides receiving largo pecuniary prasents to himself and liia officers, waii sat,i. 
arranged for the future payment of Ills troops at a very extravagant rate 
Dupleix also di.splayBd the extent of his authority by disposing of tbe nabob- 
ship of Areot, as if it had been his own absolute property. I’inst, he pro¬ 
claimed himself nabob, next he laid aside the title ami conferred it on Reza 
kSahib, Glumda Sahib’,s sou; and when his exhausted treasury required to he 
supplied, he set a.sido this appointment also, and made an attempt to dispose of 
it for money to Mortiz Ali. This man, who had already sealed Ids infamy by 
two atrocious murders, grasped eagerly at the lionour, and after advancing a 
sum of about £80,000, was formally installed at Pondicherry. While there, 
however, having become acquainted with the views -winch Dupleix had upon 
his treasures, ho ropente<l of his bargain, ami, without explahdng his intentions, 
made a precipitate return to his fortre.ss at Vellore. 

Though greatly hampered by the state of his pecuniary resources, Dupleix 
contended manfully with fortune, and wfts soon able to throw serious obstacles 
in Mahomed Ali’.s way. In this he was greatly aided by the miaconduct of 
Voi.. I. Bi 
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vD i 7 :.j the nabob liimsclf, whose clishoiiebty witli reyanl to the ccbsion of Tricliinopoly 
had beguu to tell strongly against him. While the larger })art of his (’oino was 
ruHii.it detaiiiod there to couiiteraet the mtriguos of the Mysoreans and Maliratta.s, 
'ai'tmu" scarcely a chief in the Carnatic voluntarily declared in his favour. In those 
(.iiit’ie. eircunistaiices it seemed desirable to strike some decisive blow wliieli iniglit at 
once raise the sinking .spirits of In.s followers an<l intimidate his enemies. Ills 
seheino was to effect the capture of Gingee. Jlajor Lawrence strongly disap¬ 
proved of it, and i)aid a visit to Madras for the purpose of dissuading tlii' pmsi- 
dency from entertaining the pi’opo.sal. TTi.s inlhiencc, however, jn’oved less than 
it ought to have been; and on the 23dof Jrdy, 1752, the naboli’s a]>i>lieatlon I'oi' 
assistance was complied with, by sending, under Major Kiuueir, wivo bad lately 
arrived from Ejigbind, a doLaclimcnt of 200 J<lin’ 0 [a'ans and MOO se^xiys, accom¬ 
panied by GOO native eavaby, on tiits fojmidalilc enterprise, d’lie low eotintry 
was easily b'avt'i'Sed, but on reaclung the moniitaius dilUeidth's ])reseiit(‘d Llu'm- 
aeh^e.s at every step. For ten mile.s roimd, Ginga'c is cjicircled by jjunnitains, 
and aeeessible only by a lew .strong passe.s Tlie.se tlio invaiding t’oreo ought to 
have secured, but no troops could be sjiared foi' this puiposc', and Ihe, whole 
coTitinued to advance. When Gingee was r-eacbed, it soon ap])i'ii,re(l tliut the 
whole march hitherto had heeii lahour in vahi, The governor, when snmuioued, 
refused to .surrende)', and tlnjre were no means of eoiipx'lling him, for, by a, v('i'y 
unaeeoinitable blunder, two pieces of liattering cannon, on the way from Jfort 
St. David, hixd not been waited for. Meanwhile Dupleix, who had bi'en on the 
alei't, no soonoi' learjied that the expedition had passed the monutaius tliari he 
detached SOO Eninpeans and 500 sepoy.s, with seven field-pieces, who took up a. 
strong position at Vicravaudi, near the pa.ss through which Major Kinncir had 
led his troops No longer dreaming of the capture of Gingee, his ohject now 
was to disentangle himself. He had tho good fortune to .succeed, and having 
not only got clear of the mountain,s, but been reinforced ly abov^e 1000 of the 
nabob’s horse, determined to give battle. He liad not properly connfce.d ihe 
cost, and siislained a defeat in which the lo.ss was not so great as the di.sgraco, 
tlie whole troops, not excepting the Eiu-opeans, having given way under panic. 
Diipiax cap- Elated by this success, Dupleix reinforced tho vicious, who, now nursiering 
lUDyof 450 Europeans, 1500 .sepoys, and 500 liorsc, encamped near the norlli l)oiiu(liU'y 
of the territfay of Fort Et David. The Gompany’s troops, after retreating to 
Trivadl, reih-ed still further, and took up a position at a redoubt in the bound 
hedge, about three miles west of the foi t. Here they remained inactive, waiting 
the arrival of two companies of S\vu.ss of 100 men each, who had just arrived at 
Madras from England To avoid delay, one of the eompauio,s was emburkod in 
the light boats of the country, and were proceeding for Fort St. David by sea, 
It had been a,ssumed that on that element Dupleix would not venture} to violate 
English colour,s. The mi.stake was discovered when too late, for as .soon as 

they were seen from Pondiehexiy, a ship set out and made them all prisoners. 
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Tho (‘jipfiire was loudly coinplaiuod ol, as a violabiou of tho peace sulj.sisting ad irss 
hetwccti (Ireat Iji'lLaii) and T I'anco, but Dupleix. tliought lie had a sufficient 
precedeiiL in tlie capfcnia' of Freiicb troops at Seidiigliain 

do av(;i(l a ropctitiou ol tiu' loss, Major i/awreucc embarked with the other Battle of 
company of Hvviss in ou(‘ of tho tlompauy’.s ships mul brought them safely to 
Fort yt David, ou tlu' IfJth of August The next day lie took conimaiid of the 
whole force, eonsistiug of 400 Eumpeaiis, 1700 sepoys, and -1000 of the nabob's 
troops. 'I'iic enemy immediately tlrew back to Bahoor, and when still pursued, 
encampetl liotwcon tho bound hedge of Pondicherry and Villeuore, whicli tlm.s 
bocanie thoii' advauci.vl po.st. From this they wore ,soon di’ivcn, but here the 
pursuit c'lided, boeaust'. Major La,wrenco, under instructions from tlie presidency, 
whicb, amidst overt acts of war, still clung to a .semblance of ])eace, refi'aiiiod 
from pa.ssing the bound liedgc. In thi.s .state of juatters be determined, a.s a last 
attempt to bring tlvom to action, to pretend a precipitate retreat; and, as if he 
had in his return become afraid, basteued back to Bahoor. The .stratagem, 
clunrsy bhouglr it wa.s, .succoedod; and Duplcix, (.>nly afraid tliab his enemie.s 
should escape, iusi.stod on iwi'Huit, against the remonstrauce.s of M,. Kirkjean, his 
ne])hew, \vl\o commanded tho French. They aecorclingl}'- advanced within two 
niil(’.s of Bahoor. Major Lawrence lost no lime in prepaiiiig for n.ction, and at 
tlii'eo next moniitig was in motion with his wlmle force. The action com- 
inouccd with thf3 sepoys on cither side, and did not become decisive till the 
British and Frcmch battalion,s mot at the point of the ba^mnet. After a .short 
ati'uggle, two platooiLS of British grenadiers broke tho enemy’s centre, and his 
whole line immediately gave way. Had the nabob’s cavalry done their duty, 
instead of galloping nil' to plunder, few of the enemy could Irave escaped. Even 
as it was, their loss was seriou.s in men, artillery, annnunition, and. .stores. This 
vietory was .still more im]iortant in its indirect conae(pienccs. Morari Brnw bad 
actually been gained over to the Fi'cnch, and a detachment of 3000 Afahrattas 
was on tlie way to ,join them, when they received intelligence of the affair of 
Bahoor. Nothing more was wanting to make them change their route; and 
they made their appearance in the nabob’s camp, com}>]imeiiting him on bis 
victorjr, and lamenting their mi.sfortune in not having been able to join him in 
sufficient time to .share the honour of it. 

Alaior Lawrence having advanced to Trivadi, prepared to devote the remaim 
der of tlie soason, before tJie rairiB should set m, to the reduction of all the ciungiaput 
country northwanl from Pondicherry to the PaHa.r. It was at the same time 
determined by the presidency, at the urgent reiinest of tho nabob, to attempt 
the reduction of the forte of Chingleput and Covelong, .situated north of that 
river. Being of great strength, they commanded a ctnsiderable tract of country, 
and often .sent out detachments, which pilnncleved within the tenitory of the 
nabob and the Company, The only force which, could be saved for the ta,sk of 
subduing thorn, consisted of 200 raw recruits just arrived from England, and 
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apparently the very rcfntic of London, and oOO sopoy:,, as igirorant of service as 
the reci’nits, Tlie only hope of sneccss was, that Clive had vohinteorcd to com¬ 
mand them 

Heading these troops with four twenty-four pounders, Clive set out on the 
10th of Septeuiher for Covelong It stands on tlie sea-shore, about t\veuty-liv(' 
miles south of Madras, and consistc'd of a fort inclosed hy a strong wall, ilunkcd 
with towers aiul mounted with thirty pieces of einmon, It luid a, garrisou ol' 
fifty Europeans and 300 sepoya, and was in possession of the Eronch, ^vl^o had 
seized it in IT.iO, by a very disgraceful stratagem. A ship anchored in the 
road, making signals of distress The natives going on hoard, were, told that 
most of the cre^v laid died of scurvy, and that tire survivors, .still sutl’ering from 
the same discube, and nuahle to navigate the ve.sscl, must perish if nol, allowed 
to go on shore. They were allowed, and rei)aid the humanity hy lualviiig them- 
selve,s masters of the place. The Frenchmen, thirty in nnmhor, landed, only 
counterfeiting disease, and having couecaled arm.s under their clothe,y, rose iii tlio 
dead of the night and overpowered their hcuofactors, 

Tlio troops arrived in the eveniiig at a height two miles to the westward. 
Half of thorn remained, and the other half proceeded, during the night, in 
charge of Lieutenant Coo])er, to occupy a garden GOO yard,y south of Lim fort. 
At break of day, a party from the garrison, advamang to tlic garden, fired sud¬ 
denly through some crevices of the gate. This alarm, and the fall of .Lieutunant 
Coojier by a shot, so frightened the i-eciuity in the gai’den, that they immedi¬ 
ately took to their licels, and were running as fast as their legs could carry 
them, when they were mot by Clive, advancing with the other lialf of the 
troops, and conpiclled by him, though not without difficulty, to return. The 
next day lie summoned the governor of the fort, and receiving a very hlirstering 
answer, began without loss of time to erect a battery at the di,stance of 300 
yards from the walla He at the same time placed a .strong guard on an 
adjoiimig rock. An unlucky shot having vstriick it, and killed or wounded four¬ 
teen men with the splinters, all the rast hastened off, and for .some time could 
not he persuaded again to expose themselves; indeed, several hours after, one of 
the advanced .sentries was found hiding at the bottom of a well, 

Clive tried to shame them into coiu’age by constantly exposing ]iiiTi,yelf to 
the hottest of the fire, and at last succeeded in giving them .some degree of llrm- 
nes.y. It was liigli time, for a reinforcement was approachiug from Ghinglejmt. 
The very name of Clive, however, seems to have sufficed, for on hearing that he 
was on the way with half his troops to give battle, it fled with precipitation. 
The blustering governor was as easily cowed, and, just as the battery wa« 
finished and preparhig to fii-e, sun-endered at discretion. Besides the cannon 
mounted on the walls, fifty of large calibre were found within the fort, They 
proved to be pa.ii of those captured by Labomxlonnais when ho took Madras. 
The day after the surrender a lai’ge body of troops were ob,served at daybreak 
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ciossing a stream aboui a mile west of the fort They proved to he a ne^v and 
btruiiger reinforcement sent Ly the governor of Chiiiglcput to make a vigorous 
effort foi the relief of C'ovelong They had no idia of the &mieuder, and were 
advancing in .secur¬ 
ity, when, from an 
ainlniseade which 
had been laid for ' 

them, a sudden fire ,, ■ i iMaA 

was opaiCL^^ n^a 

,ul 'm™ sU-lck ' 
down, and nioi'o than y 

half of the rest .stood - = _ ' _— 

as if rivetted to the „ , ... , 
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s})ot, till they were 

taken ]3risoner.s The few Avho escaped carried back their consternation to 
Chingleput 

This fort, situated about twenty miles south-Avest of the other, near the 
northern or left bank of the raliai', was much stronger both by nature and art. 
Allowing for some irregularities, it was nearly in the form of a parallelogram, 
about 100 yard.s long fi'om north to south, aiul 1120 broad from east to west, 
and was nearly lnacce.s.sible on three side,s, being .surrounded by a lake on the 
west and north-west, and by swampy ricc-fields on the east and north-east. 
It was natur.ally weak only on the .south, where higher ground commanded it; 
hut to compensate for this defect, the fortifications were much stronger here 
than elsewhere; for while the parts washed hj'- the lake were inclo,sed only by 
a .slender wall, and those oppo,site to the rice-ficliLs Avere hut feebly defended, 
the soAith side had first a deep ditch faced with .stone, and then a stone wall 
18 foot high, flanked Avith toAvers Within these Avorks another Avail, continued 
parallel to them, formed a second similar iuclosuie. The cannon monnted Avere 
fifteen pieco.s, and the garrison consisted of forty European.s and 500 sepo^^s. 
Clive made hj.s appearance before the consternation caused by the defeat a,i 
Covelong had sAihslded, and by means of a battery of fom- tAventy-four pounders, 
placed at first at the distance of 500, and afterwards of only 200 yard.s, a breach 
Avas in four days effected in both the outer and the Interior walls. Much 
remained to be done, and a .stout defence might stilt ha,ve been made, but the 
officer in command had no heart to continue a resLstance Avhich he was ,sati.sfied 
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must be inefiectual, and surrendered on condition of being permitted to march 
away with the honoims of war. With these serAuces Clive closed the fu'st part 
of his career. Mis health had sulfered severely, and made a visit to England 
absolutely necessary 

The nabob’s affairs, while thus flourishing in the noi'th, were becoming more 
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and more entiinglud at Tricliinopoly. As is aliuo&t invarialily the case, the 
honest coxu'se would have been the most politic. J3y pertoiuiing his promises 
to the King of Mysore, he niiglit not only have secured a powerful ally, hut 
been ahh; to make his whole force available for the i-cduetioii ol the tlarmitie, 
by attem{)ting a course of fraud and tidckei-j', he at once provoked and jnslilled 
retaliation lie would not keep faith, and therefore only received Ids deserts 
when it was not kept with him Tlic effect ol his douhh'-dealing has already 
been seen in the attempt of Nunjeraj, the Mysoi'o geni'ral, to take advantage ol 
his dejiarture. The vigilance of Captain Dalton frustrated .several consjriracies 
formed fur the pnrpo.se of .seizing the city-; hut at last all disguise wa.s thrown 
aside, and both Nunjeraj and Morari Dow entereil into open alliance with I)n- 
pleix, who had all along beeir active in fomenting their rpiarrel with the iiahoh. 
Ojreu war heiug thus dculared, a serlos of de.sultory atfaii.s took place In S('nio 
of these Captain Dalton's ti'oop.s .suffered .smsTcly, hut the nreamj of re.si.sianee 
whieh he still possG.ssed convinced the My.soi-ean that if Tricliinopoly W(‘re to he 
taken, his .surest mea.us was famine He accordingly enduavoin'ed to cut olf all 
the sources of su[)ply. For a time little apjrrehcn.sion was felt by the gai'iison, 
more ©.specially as Kheir-u-din, the nabob’s hrothei-in-law, who had been left as 
his representative, assui-cd Captain Dalton that the provisions in the magazines 
wore .sufUolcnt to last four moirth.s. At last, however, when the blockade began 
to he more elfective, and provisions were soil in the city at an enormous juice, 
Captain Dalton thought it ncces.sary to ascertain the actual slate, of ]irovLsion.4 
by a personal iiispeution of the magazines. Then for the first time he leariuMl 
that Khoir-u-rlin had been selling the pi’ovi.sioiis for his own profit, and that the 
quantity in store was ecjual to a consumption of only fifteen clays. 

Appallerl at this di.scovery, lie immediately communicated it to Major Law¬ 
rence, who was then encamjred at Trivacli. So urgent did the case ajrjroar to 
him, that, withdrawing all the troop.s, except a ganison of 1.50 Eurojreans aird 
500 sepoys, he was on his way the very next moruiirg with all the re.st of the 
troops. After a short hrdt at Fort St. David, to jrroenro the necessary store.s, 
ii(’ proceeded, accompanied by the nabob, throrrgh the territories of the Kiing of 
Tanjore, and reached Trdchinopoly on the Gth of May, IToll The very day 
after, a detachment of 200 Etrropeans and 500 .sepoyss, with four lield-jiieces, 
sent by Dujrleix, arrived at Seringham, under M Aatr-uc, and jrrined the Myso¬ 
reans. The whole force which Major Lawr-ence could muster, inchisivo of all 
the tr'oops that could bo .spared from the garrison, amounted orrly to 500 F-uro- 
peans, 2000 srjpoys, and 13000 of the nabob's horse. With the infantry orrly, 
the hor.se refusing to move because their pay was in arroar, he pa,ssed over into 
the island on the lOtli of May, and was immediately attacked by great numbers 
of the My’-soreans. Them infantry was easily repulsed; their cavalry, gallantly 
headed by that of the Malirattas, gave more trouble, but were ultimately 
obliged to yield; the brunt of tire battle was then home by the Frenchi who 
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indiufcaiiioJ tlieir po,bt ami Icupt up a caiiuouade till uv^uiiig, when ilajoi’ Law- d t 7 s;i. 
j-eiiuu (leoniod it piudent to vopass tlie Cauvciy. Tlio opciutiona of the clay had 
convinced him that Al. Astruc would pcovc a mure foimklahle opponent than 
A1 Law, and that instead of attempting to dislodge the eueiny from the island, 
hi.s most iinpoi'taiit business was to rc])leni.sh the maguziuos of the city with 
])rovisLous Thi.s task was cittendod with the greatest difllenlby, and ki'pt him 
inactive For live weeks. 


Jn tlui nieantimo Diipleix, fully alive to tlie impoiiant .struggle about to be 
vv.iged, ke])t Ids lye fixed on Sei-inghaiu, and eontinned to urge forward reiu- 
forcemeuts, till tlio whole army witliln tlie island amounted to 150 Europeans, 
l.iOO sepoys, 3500 Mahrabtas, 8000 My.sorc horse, and above 10,000 Mysore 
infantry of an beierogoneous and worllile,s.s dc-sciiption. To this army Major 
Lawreuco had nothing to oppo.so hut fits 500 European,s and 2000 sepoys. 
Liven of the latter 700 were constantly emiiloyed in e.scoitiug' provisions The 
eiumiy, eoufideut in .supoiiorlty of immber.s, was now emboldened to quit the 
island, and began to form a chain of po,sition.s with the view of cutting off the 
comumuicatious of the city with tlie siuToimding country. In this they were 
ho suecossful that p]’ovisions again began to fail, and even the, mo.st sanguine 
ceasi'd to hope that the eity could lie .saved. To add to tlie general despon- 
deiiey, ALujor Lavu'euce was sutfering from a .severe illness, which threatened to 
withdraw him entirely from duty. 

While the eumuy were steadily pursuing their plan of gaining their object 
by .starvation, Alajor Lavvu'once wa.s mo.st reluctajd, to ipiit any eoiumanding 
position wbieh it seemed po.ssiblc Co maintain, and kept a guard of 200 sepoys 
jiosted on a rpelc about a mile soutli-wc.st from liE camp and north-east from 
tliat oJ’ Llio eTiemy, Tleitig thus equidistant from both, the q)osse.y.siou of the rock 
was .soon coutestod. A.L Astruc, determined to have' it, attacked it with a select 
body, and suqiported them at a distance by lii.s wliole force. Alajor Lawrence at 
first endeavoured to .support the .sepoy guard by a platoon of only forty Euro- 
peau.s, but, on perceiving all the anny of the enemy iii motion, took the bold 
re.solutioii of leaving only 100 Emopeaiis to guard the camp, atwl risking a 
general action witli the rcinaiudev of bi.s troops, aiuovmting in all to 300 Euro¬ 
peans, eighty artillerymen, with eight field-pieces, and 500 sepoys. The great 
contention now wa.s, which of the two armies should firat reach the I'ouk. At 
A,struo was Bucce.ssful, and cairied it by a. vigorous effort -when Alajor Lawrence 
was only half way. What was now to he done? Advance and retreat seemed 
equally desperate. In snob circumsiaucos the boldest courae is usually the safest. 
The order to advance was received by the soldiers with three cheers', anrl while 
the. grenadiers attacked the rock with fixed bayonets, ilio rest wheeled round it 
to engage the Erench baitahou, The grenadiers canied all before them, and, 
with .some sepoys who had followed in their track, commenoed a deadly fire 
from the top of the rock upon the French drawn up below within pistol-shot; 
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the otlic]’ iroopH beluivtid with 0 (pi;il gallaiiLiy, and r(',sorviiig Uieir fii’O till 
wiLliiu twenty yai-dn of tlie enemy’s line, poured in sueJi a volley that the fihviicU 
tlcil in conaternation, leaving three ])iece.s of cannon bi'hiud them. The Main 
x'attas, in endeavouring’ to cover the retreat ol tlie French, and ex’en to regain 
the day, were severely liandletl. Though the victory had been gained, tlie 
struggle wa.s not yet ended The victors were a mile distant from their camp, 
and in order to reach it must pass ovmr an intervening plain in the lace of 
nearly 12,000 cavalrj'', who stood ready to pounce upon them the inonicnt their 
retrograde movement should begin. Nothing but the utmost skill, coolness, 
and courage could have saved them. F’ortunately the heroic liaud possessed all 
these qualitie.s in au eminent degree, and made I he cawalry pay so dearly J'or 
attempting to charge them, that they were at hist allowed to jn'oeeed without 
interniptiou. 

The eiiem^A ashamed and dispirited by Lluir defeat, lost mneh time in 
, mutual I'p.eriinination. The sepiys emphyed in Jorwarding ,sn])[)|ies made dili- 
gmit use of the interval, and succeeded in bringing in a stock of pi’ovision.s .snlli- 
eieutto last for fifty days. The danger of famine heiiig thus removed, Major 
Lawrence determined to march into the Tanjore tountvy, with the douhhi object 
of meeting a reinforcement which lie expected frun the pro.sideney, and inducing 
the king to throw aside the ueutralitj'' he had f gain prolcwsedly assuuied, and 
furnish a contingent of cavaby, which was vciy iiineh wanti'd. 'To faeilitale 
tlTrs negotiation the presence of the naliob was thought desirable; but wlieu he 
prepared to set out, an unexjiccted difficulty ocenrred Elis troops, clamouring 
for their arrears of pa}^ declared he should not rput the city till they we.rc satis' 
tied. 'This ho could not or would not do; and the singular spectacle was seen 
of 200 Europeans, with lixed bayonets, escorting the. uaboh, in wliose cause, the 
Com])any had alreinl}’ expended much blood and trcaisure, because Ins own 
troops, so far from escorting him, were bent on committing outrage oU bis 
person. A few days after his departure the whole of the,so troops ri'paired in a 
body to Captain Dalton, and intimated their intention to join the enemy, 'I'liis 
intimation they aecompanied witli the singular recpiest tliat he would not lire 
upon them while they were marching otf Glad to bo rpiit of them on any terms 
he granted ilieir I'wpiest, and they walked off umnolcKstc'd at noon-day. 

'Che enemy being now in complete posses,siou of the whole country around 
'rrichiiio})oly, the city itself was the. only object now to ho contended for, and 
both parties made their arrangements accordingly. 'The garrison, as a mutter ol' 
stern neees.sity, reserved all tlie provisions which had been stored up for their 
own use, and the inhabitants, threatened witli absolute stai'vation, had no alter¬ 
native but to quit their hahitatioua. The whole population, estimated at noaiiy 
400,000, disappeared in les,s than a month, and nothing reanained to fill up the, 
blank but a garrison, which, including soldier,s and artificers of all descriptions, 
did not, exceed 2000 men. Of these nearly one-half were native ])oon,s or imdi.s- 
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ciplinecl inf.iuliy, avIio liciiic, of no us( 0M0])b to give an altUin, uroiipiecl the ad ifj" 
Intel Vfil hutwccii ihi' two walls , tlic otlieis, on wliom the whole l)mden of the 
defence lay, consisted ol alioiit 600 sepoys, wlio weie stationed at luteivals on 
tlio lampaits, and 200 EuioiKans of whom p.iit kept the gates, wlulc the lest 
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lay on tlicir aims every night, leady to stait on the ihsi annoniicement of 
danger, d'hc licsiegors, wliu had hecii contented with maintaining the hlockade, 
now began to think that they might venture on more decisn e measines .Du])leix 
was of the same opinion, ami was coustantly nupoi tuning M. Breuior, who had 
snceecded M Astinc in llie conini.ind, to attempt an escalade To jaocure the 
liifoimation wluoli was picviously desimlik', he suggested the employment of a 
Bieiicli officer of the name of Be Oattaiia, who was to bo sent into the town as 
if he had deserted, and tlien aet as .i spy De (Jatbans leinlily nndeiLook the 
degiading and perilous office, hut liy ovciacting his part excited suspicions which 'uiobpj 
ultimately led to his detection Cajitain Baltmi seized the ojipoitiraity to turn 
tliG devioos of the enemy against bhomsolves and indneed Be (Jattans, by the 
piomise of interceding for his pardon ■with ABijor tawrenco, to write a letter to 
M BieuieTj recornmeirding air escalade at a particular spot which he pointed out 
Tt was in fact, though it did not appear so externally, the strongest point in 
the city; and any attempt to escalade it must have lesnlted in the re]raIso and 
Vor 1 . es 
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(lesiruction of tlio party eip^’aged in it. M. Bronirr, however, would have I'alleii 
into the snare, and only escaped it in conaofjucnee of heing obliged to employ 
liis troops elsewhere. 

Major Lawrence’s approach, which had for some time been runionied, was 
now certain. Tie had received a reinforcement from Fort St. llavid of 17() 
Furopeans and ;I00 sepoys, andwas moreover accoinjianied by a Taiijorine army 
of 3000 horse and 2000 nialchlock-men, under the command of JMonaejeo. On 
the 7th of August he arrived at a place called Dalawaj’s (Jhonlfcvy, siluat-ed on 
the smith bank of the Lauvery, about (Ivm miles east of Triehinojioly. 'Tin' inter- 
voiiing plain was so much flooded by the rains that it was deemed ma'es.sary io 
strike to the south-west, along vitli a convoy of neaily 'KIOO bnlloeks, inuier 
stood to bo laden wdth provisions, though it al'terwai'(',s turned out that only 
one-tenth of them were thus laden, while the nabob anil his oltieers had. selfishly 
appropriated all the rest for the tran.spoi t of baggage and trumpery. On arriving 
within a mile of the Sugar-loaf Rock, .sitimtisl tevo and a half miles south-east of 
the city, Major Lnwoiicc found it occupied by the main body of tlie enemj'; 
while the Golden Rock, about one and a (prartei' mile due wesi; fi'oni tlie Sugar- 
loaf, was in possession of a strong dctacinncnt. Insloml of ondeavourlng (n fovci* 
the enemy’s posts, he resolved to keep on the outside of bhein, With this view 
he caused the convoy to make a considerable circuit to the sraith-wesL, iiitmul- 
ing himself to racarcli round liy the Golden Rock. This, howevm', was not pos 
sible while tlm,t strong position was held by the enmny's detachment. It was 
necessary to drive them from it, and this was the great diirieulty. Tu I'aet, had 
M. Bi'enier supported the detachment as he ought, it would have been impos¬ 
sible. Instead of supporting ho weakened it, by witlulrawing the gi'G,iate]' 
of the detachment to assist in meeting a feigneil attack on his main bodje 
Having thus allmved himself to he outwitted, he did not dLscnvir Ids blunder 
till it was too late to repair it, d’hc Golden Roek had been carried by the 
English grenadiers and a party of 800 sejioys, w^hen the French infaiitry lia,ston¬ 
ing forward to relieve it had reached only half way. Major Lawrence followed 
up the advantage he had thus gained with signal ahillty, and ultiiuatoly drove 
off the whole body of the enemy in confusion. Had the Tanjorine hoi'se pur¬ 
sued as they ought to have done, instead of remaining mere spectators of (he 
■flight, a deci.sive victoiy would have been gainc'd. 

The enemy, after their defeat, encamped in a strong position at Weycondah, 
two miles west of the city; and Alajur Lawrence endeavoured to turn thidr luvn 
tactics against thomsidvo.s by occupying the Five Rocks, .situated adiout three 
railes farther .south, and thus interposed between the enemy and tlu- opG'u coun¬ 
try from which they drew their supplier He had frightened thou away from 
Weycondah to Mootacliellinoor, on the south hank of the Cauvery, over against 
the south-west extremity of the island of Eeringham, and was proimting to act 
inbre decidedly when all offensive movements on his part were suddeuly iuTeatt?d. 



CllAI' VI.] 


SIEGE OF THIOIIINOrOLY 


491 


The cnciuy lijul J'cecived a ivinrorecmcnL equal in .strongtli to the whole English a d it-,, 
lorcc It consisted ol JOO Euiojteaiis and 2000 sepoys, with sis guns, together 
with 3000 Maliratta hoi'iSC, a.!id a great numbei of peons or native infaiitiy, 
under the command of Moraii Row The Enropcsuis of this rcinfoiccmeut 
had ariivod at Poiidiclicrry in Juno TIad they been immediately forwarded 
t(j Triehiuo])oly they would have given the French .such an ascendency as 
must have been deci.sive of tlie campaign Most fortunatel]^ Dnpleix detained 
them nearly two moritlis in tlio Carnatic for some purpose (oimected with the 
gratilicatioii of his vanity, and thus lost a moat favmurahlo opportunity for 
decisive action. 


The Madras jirosideney on their pai-t were not idle; and on hearing of Du- 
pleix’s reinforcement, determined to sLrengUu'ii Major Lawi'cnce with every man 
that conld lie ,s]iar('d for the field Having succeeded in mustering 237 Euro- 
])ean,s and 300 sepoys, they sent them under Captains Ridge and Calliand hy 
sea to Hevicotta. Major Lawrence moved eastward to meet them, and after 
a sliaip ai‘tlon, in which the P’rench were decidedly worsted, the junction was 
hapiuly cdfectud. Loth parties having now received all the minforcements they 
expected, were anxious for a tiial of .sti'ciigtli 

On the 20th of SepLeinher, 1753, Major Lawrence drew up his army in 
order of battle at tins Fakir’s ^I’ope, a mile and a half BS.W. of the city. The hS' 
enemy, emsaiuped b('tweeR the Bngar-loaf Rock ami the Golden Rock, and 
covering a eon.siderahlo s[)aoe behind, showed no inclination to accept the chal¬ 
lenge Major Lawiamce determined to attack them next day, but concealed his 
intention hy ordi'j'ing his ieufa, Avhich, in expectation of battle, he had sent to 
the city, to be brought hack and pitched in their former place. At night the 
Lents Averc again sunt hack, and the whole annyj-osted on their aimis, with orders 
to be in readiness at four o’clock the next morning At this hour the army 
began to move in profound silence; and hy a sudden obscuration of the moon, 
whioh had bci'ore been shining brightly, the first division ai rived within pistol- 
shot of the. Golden Rock hofore they were dtscovered. Tlndr sudden fire so dis¬ 
concerted tliose in <;harge uf the rock, that they huiried off, lotwlng Wo field- 
]jieco,s, which they had loaded with grape, undiBcharged. Before the confusion 
thus caused in the camp could b<' repaired, the Rjutish in three diA'isions kept 
advancing, Avith lAiScrved fire iiud fixed bayonets, on the left Hank of the French 
battalioj), stationed at the Sugar-loaf Rock, while the sepoys attached to the 
divisions kept up a constant fire on swarms of hlysoroan and oilier fugitives, 
who Avere Hoeing in all directions. The whole of the British hattalion, consist¬ 
ing of fiOO men, arrived in an unbroken line Avithin twenty yards of their French 
antagonists. The latter Avoro commanded by M, Astrue, who did the utmost to 
bring them into order, and eA'On irrevailed upon Liem to receive the English 


fb-e before they gave theirs. In this encormter Captain Kilpatrick, Avho led the 
Jii'st division of English, fell desperately wounded. TIis place Avas taken by 
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D If .-,3 CapLain Calliaud, wlio, by dtixioroti.sly wlieelixig round and gaining Llie k‘iL 
flank of an exifrenclinmuL, beliiiid wliicli the Frcucli baLLalion wa.s po.sLcd, pom'cd 
in a (jIo&o firo. The grenadiers aL the same time pn.shiiig on with Llicir bayonets, 
drove them cJ'Owding upon their centre. A well-levelled discharge Irom the 
centre and left of the British h'.ittaliou in front eoiujileted the contusion, and 
the rout became Irremediable. The victoiy vas now gained; but the Tanjorines 
again prevented it from being .so complete a,s it might have lieen, by remaining 
to plunder the camp, when they ought to have been pursuing the lugitives The 
10.9,s of the enemjr in Europeans amounted to 100 killed and neaily^ 200 laken 
prisoner.s; among the latter was M. A.striic, regardtsl a.s niidoubtedly the l)e,st oL 
the French oiiieers, On tlie Briti.sh side not more than ibi ty Europeans were 
killed or wounded. 

|■IlLhlllopolv The enemy, tiiongli still mii.stcring about 30,000 infantiy of all soits, and 

ts'a'h'pioM- 10,000 horse, were so dispirited that they did not venture beyond Seriugliam, 
and (dloAvcd provi.sions of all kinds to he i)Our( d into the city in ,snch ahmulanec, 
that a .six mouth.s’ supply wa.s ea.sily provided at a moderate I’ate. It wa.s 
deemed advisable, however, in order not to encroaeh on this sii\)iily during the, 
rainy .sea.son, which was now at hand, that the troops .should ipiit fcho city and 
bo carried into cantomneuts. With this view Major Lawrence, alter I'oinforeing 
Lho garrison, .so a.s to nudeo it strong enough with ordinary vigilance for any 
attempt that might be made against it, removed to Cuilady on the frontier,s 
of Tanjore, from which abundant supplies could he obtained, without the lu'cos- 
sity of escorting convoys. The Tanjorines were permitted to return homo, hut 
not without great reluctance on the part of Major Lawrence, who suspected, and 
as it afterwards appeared on too good grounds, that the king wonkl scarce]}'' be 
induced to send them back when the campaign should be resumed. 

I'jv.uheiy of Tlio enemy x'oniained in the island of Seringlunn as inactive as if a cessation 
iLoin.wy. pf taken place; and, .so far from endeavoiuing to take advantage 

of Major Laweneo’s absence, alloAved the market of Triclunopoly to be regidmiy 
supplied in abundance from the sm-rounding country. In the beginning of 
November they reccive<l a reinforcement of 300 Europeans, 200 topa,s,se.s or 
natives, chiefly of Portuguase origin, and 1000 scpoy.s. Even this did not make 
thcan more adventurons, and they remained as if determined to attempt nothing 
till Major Lawrence .should again appear and challenge tlieni to encounter him 
in a new campaign. This apparent indolence wag part of a scheme. It had 
been conceived possible to take Tricbinopoly by surprise, and the object now 
was to lull the garrison into a false security. Tlio circumstances were not nn- 
favourahle, Captahi Dalton, whose vigilance and experience were auGce,sslul in 
detecting and frustrating several plots, had .sailed for England; and Captain 
Kilpatrick, on whom the command had devolved, was still eonilned to bed with 
his wounds. 

The point selected for assault Avas Dalton’s battery, the .same recommended 
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in tlio luiLer ul' De C'littLuis, who, al'kT oLtaiiiino wliat wab equivalent to a pro- ad. nn 
niise of pardon, had heeii uujubfcifiahly hung by Major Lawrcaice. It wti& situ- 
atcd on the west side, near the north-west angle of the walls, and had once 
formed part of a gntciway. This part, so far as it jutted beyond the rvall, liad 
been converted into a solid batteiy witli embrasures; the reinaindcr retained its 
oiiginal form, and led by zig-zag passage's inclosed between terriiees to a gate in 
the inner wall. Tlie enemy had learned, botli from the letter of De Cattans 
and from deserters, the exact mode of entrance, and must thus have been aware 
of the difficulties which it wouhl be necessary to suimount, but they still pre¬ 
ferred the battery as the most accessible ])oiut of attack, because tbc ditch imme¬ 
diately in front of it was abuost choked np by a rock on a level with tlie water. 

On the night of the 27^1 INov'cmbei- the greater part of tbc enemy’s army aswuiUki 
crossed over from tlu' island. 'J’he Mysoreans ami Malirattas wore distributed " 

in parties round the walls, ami by approaching the ditch and making other 
demonstrations, wore to divert the attention of the garrison while the Drench 
battalion were carrying out the real attack, which was planned a.s follows:— 

At three o’clock in the morning GOO of the battalion were to commence the esca¬ 
lade', and the I'cmainiug 2()(), together with a large body of sepoy.s, were to wait 
at the outside of the ditch, ready to cross as .soon as the c.sca]aders should have 
gained an entrance into the town. The battery was guarded by lifty sej)oys 
and some European gumier,s. A11 these were present and on the alert wdien the 
rounds passed at midnight, and yet the event ])voved that, three hours after, 
the greater luu't had absented themselves, and the few wlio remained had fallen 
fast asle('p. Owing to this gro.ss breach of duty, the whole of tlie escalading 
party were able to cross the ditch and mount the battery without causing the 
lea.st alarm. ^I’he sleepers being at once dea])atehed with the bayonet, the assail¬ 
ants began to move forward, intending not to fire till they were fired upon. 

This intention was frustr.'ited by an accident. M''ithin the battery, clo.se to a 
.slight wall inclo.sing it at the back, was a pit thirty feet deep. It was not ob¬ 
served in the dai-k, and as .several of the party screamed in tumbling into it, some 
shots were let off. This was ahum .sufficient, and all tlie garrison were instantly 
in motion, ddre French, awai-e that concealment was now inipossihle, turned 
the two guns which they found in the battery, and fired them into the town, 
together witli a volley of firearm.s, at the same time endeavouring to strike 
terror by boating their drums and shouting Vive le Eoi ! Captain Kilpatrick, 
still unable to leave his bed, gave bis instructions with great coolness and pre¬ 
cision to Lieutenant Harrison, the next in eommand, who not only executed 
them but improved upon them, and by the precaution of keeping up an inces¬ 
sant fire on the passage leading to the gate in the inner wall, killed the two 
persons who were hastening forward to bm-st it open with a petard, 

The attack had now become almost desperate. From the rampai'ts and ter- swious low 

. - _ _ - , . olthoeiiolny. 

rncea coiximaiKliug tlie battery the gamson asseiubied at tbeir posts eoanmenced 



UiaTOliY Oi)’ 1N]>JA. 


[Dook in. 


49 I 


AT) IT'S! a iiuirderou.s lire, wliieli the a&saiiaiTts vainly endcavonvcd Lo aiisw('V. 1’hose 
who had got into tlie pa.ssages hetwecii the two walla, claJiihored hack into the 
battery with the view of cftectiiig their escape, hut the want of hulder.s made 
this impo.s.dhle, except by leaping douui a perpendicular height ol eightei'ii feet 
into the water of the ditch, or on the rock on a level with it About 100 made 
this desperate plunge; hut tlie re.sb, detcrie<l hy what these sulh'red, erc'pt int(j 
the emljrasurea or any corner that gave some kind ol .shelter, and as .soon as 
dajdig'ht appeared, asked and obtained quarter. The number who (Jivis surrou- 
dered wa.s 300; the Tuimher of tho,se found li-illed within the works Wii.s slxt.y- 
seven; and of the 100 who took the frightful leap, few e.scaped without being 
killed or disabled. With the exception then of the 200 who laid I'entiiined out- 
.siile tlie (litcli, the whole French battalion was in a manneu annihilated hy this 
fatal assault The noise of the firing was heard at Coilady. On hi'lng in¬ 
formed of the cause Jfajor Lawrence reinforced tlie ganison, and shortly after 
followed with his whole force. 


Vu illation 
ofUMlIl.llilh 
uf T.LUjtilO 


The llajah of 'I'anjore, on the return of his iroop.s, jnstiliud the i'eara whicli 
Major Lawrence had entertained, hy not onty refusing to semi tliein hack, Imt 
giving unequivocal manifestations of hostile designs. Dupleix and Nunjeraj, 
by working alternately upon his liopc.s and fcaa’S, had completely alienated him 
from his alllauce with the nabob; and he was on tlie point of declaring himself 
openly, when the serious reverse sustained hy Lis new allies in their aLLem]iLoii 
Trieliinopoly made him pause. Irritated at his vacillation, I)u[)lcix detoi'miued 
to try the effect of force, and engaged a hodj^ of 1200 Malirattas to ravage his 
territories, The rajah, who had dismissed his old general Monaejee, lioeausc he 
sus]iectcd him of being too friendly to tlie English, sent a new and int‘a}>ahle 
general of the name of Ganderow, a\1io made his arrangeuients so un,sk-ilfully, 


that the Mahrattas easily eluded liim, and continued their devastatioTis with 


little iuterru]jtion. In this way the whole of the ea.storn jiiirt of Taiijore was 


convertctl into a waste. 


Dpfoit of thu 
IVIiUuatfc vs 
l);yMoiiacjuO 


The rajah applied for assistance to Major Lawrence, who, in promising it, 
complained of GanderoAv’s inefficiency, and suggested the re-appointment of 
Monaejee. After consklerahle demur this suggestion Avas adopted, and Monaejee, 
.shortly after re.suming the command, obtained a signal succe,s,y. I’roceediiig at 
the head of 3000 horse, he found that the Mahrattas, from ignorance of the 
country, had got entangled hetAveen two branches of the Caimuy, Avhich a, 
sudden flood had swelled so inucli a.s to leave no ’means of egTes,y, M unaejee 
encamped at the point AAffiicU he kneAv Avould Hist become fordable on the falling 
of the Avaiers, and before the Mahrattas doomed it po.ssiHe, crossed over and 
met them face to face. With their usual gallantry, augmented by despair, they 
endeuAmured to cut their way through the Tanjorine,s, but were lepeatcdly re¬ 
pulsed. XTltimatoly, 800 of tliem lay dead on fcho field. Tlie Hiawivora wcto 
reserved for a Avorse fate. In the spirit of a savage, Monaejee caused them to 
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be irajjalerl alive, nucl even extended Id^ Lai-barism to tlie dead by ordering tlieir ad ivm. 
bodies to be suspcnided on tbe sarromiding trees Tliia success did not produce 
tlie effect which might have l) 0 (‘n anticipated from it. The rajah, satis/ied that 
the immediate danger was ])as,sed, dismissed Moiiacjcc from his command with 
a few eomplinioiitss and instead of reijiforcliig ilajor Lawrence as ho had 
promi.scd, disbanded his ti'oops as ih> longer necc,SiSary. 

Wldlo the naboli’s army thus received no accession and was on the contrary 'ihoonemj 
diminished Ijy the necessity of increasing the gari'ison of Trieliiuopoly, in con- 110 ™!!!"''*”^ 
sccjucnoo of tlie groat nnmhcr of French pifsonors detained in it, tbe enemy, liy 
means of reinforcements, was aide to muster 000 Europeans, fOO tojiasses, GOOO 
seiio 3 ss, and ncaiiy ;30,00() Mysoreans and Maln-attas To meet these Major 
Lawrence was nnablo to l.)ring into the field more than GOO Europeans and 1800 
sopor’s, Notwithstanding this enormous inequality'' of force, the oueniy were so 
dispii'ited by their rc]ieated defeats, that they did not venture to cross to the 
south bank of Llio Uauvery. 

Tkiclduopoly had so long been the scat of Avar that there AA'as not a, tree left Devastation 

, ' -i-i-r'**! Ill /> 11 aiomidTii* 

standing in tlio plain around it, and the British could only procure nrcAvood by oiiinoix. 1 )-. 
sc'nduig out detaeliiiicnts to a rllstaueo of five or six miles, Tlioir iirovisioiis 
wore obtained with still greater difficulty. Those from what was called Tonde- 
mnn’s Country were brought no farther than the skirts of the woods, distant 
nliont seven mih's; while those from Taiijoro umre not brought nearer than 
eighteen miles, the merchants ilepositing them at IVictapolly, a fort situated at 
that distance eastward 011 the hanks of the Cauvery. The dotaclnnents employed 
in escorting the provihions from tlicso distances were seldom less than 150 Euro¬ 
peans and 500 sepoys Experience seemed to liave proAmd that this force was 
sufficient, for irom the begimiing of January to the middle of I’ehruaiy, 1754, 
soveii convoys had been safely escorted. il’Iie next convoy in rcadinc.ss was 
larger than any of these. It consisted of military stores as well as provisions, 
and required no less than 3000 bullocks, nm escort was strengthened in pro¬ 
portion, and com])OSed of the grenadier company of 100 men, eighty other Euro¬ 
peans, 800 sepoj's, aud four iiieces of cannon. A.s not much les.s than a half of 
the whole army avus thus required, the more prudent plan undoubtedly AVould 
haA’c been not to diviile it, hut to employ it all as an e.scovt. A. more serious 
lihmde.r was committed in intrusting the command of it to an officer of little 
expeiience and less ability. 

The, escort, Avhich left Trictapolly' on the morning of the 13th of February, sonoustiih- 
reached Killycottah, about eight miles farther’Avest, in the evening. Tlie follow- tmiiiaiij 
ing morning it was journeying on in the same, direction, without any appro- 
hension of danger, a,nd had proceeded t^wo miles beyond Killycottah, along the 
skirts of Toudeman’s Woods, Avhen .several bodies of cavalry were secji moAung 
on all sides among the thickets and underwood. The officer commanvling the 
eonAUiy had adopted the worst poissible arrangement, for he had no more than a 
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single platoon in liis front and rear, wliile tlierost of the troojvs were disii'iliiitoJ 
in .small l)odi('s along tlie ihic of bullocks and calls Mo.si ini[)rudeni as this 
iirrangpinont "waSj he made no attempt to altor it, and loft his troops exposed to 
the .sudden and impetuon.s on,set of My.sort'an and Mainvitta hor.se, tlii' 

latter commandeil by Morari Tlovv and Yoonas Khan, iuid tlio former by an 
ollicer of the name of T-lerri Ring, and another, <lestined to fntnri' celebrity nnder 
the name of Hyder Ali. I'liese cavalry formed only part of a, dctacbmout'which 
had heen lying in -wait for the convoy, and was conipo.scd, in addition to the 
cavalry, of 100 Europeans and (1000 sepoys, with .seven jiieces of eannon, d'he 
issue was not for a moment donhtful The sepoy.s at once Hung down tlanr a-rms 
and fled. The grenadiens, who had gained so many laurels in pn'vious lights, 
still ebstingnished thoinscive.s, and, witli tlic other eighty J'luropea.ns, were' selling 
their lives as dearly as po.ssihle, when tlie Erench arrived, and iiuieh to their 
credit, ohliged the Mahrattas to grant cpiartor. This was the sev('re,sl, lo.ss which 
the, British had yet .sustained during the war. The whole of the.se liluro|)ean,s 
were cither killed, or wounded and taken prisoners. O'lie loss of the eonvoy 
scarcely deserve.s to be mentioned along with that of tlu' troop.s, ami yet must 
have been .severely felt. Be.sides the whole of the jirovisions and military .stores, 
£7000 in money fell into the enemy’.s hands. 

The presidency of Madras, on hearing of the disa.ster, made, an exertion to 
rejiair it, and .sent a detachment of I (SO men liy .se.a to Devicotta. il'liere, how¬ 
ever, they were obliged to remain till an opportunity should bo found of,joining 
the camp in safety. Major Larvrenee, though his Europeans ha.d heum reduced 
to 4*00, .still kept his position in the plain. It was now impossible, how(5V(!r, to 
draw supplies from Tanjore, both on account of the distance, and bt'canse the 
rajah, again disposed to league with the, enemy, di.scom-aged hi.s im'reliants from 
fnrm,shing them. I'ondeman’.s Country being tlius the only resource, 4*00 sepoys 
were detached to collect them at Killanore, a village in the woods aland, l.welve 
miles distant. The want of a body of horse wa.s now severely lidt, and the 
pre.sidency, on the suggestion of Major Lawrence, .sent a, deputy to the Enjah 
of Tanjore, for the purpo.se of inducing him to send a contingent. Tie was too 
irresolute and crafty to comply; and without declaring for any patty, resumed 
his old game of neutrality. Wliile the nabob and British wctc thus left without 
an ally, a now danger was discovered. Treachery was at work in the city and 
the camp Though it was frn.stratcd, the details are not unworthy of being 
recorded. 

Mabonaed T.s.soof, who bad enlisted into the British .service under Clive, ex¬ 
celled alike in ralour and stiutagem, and gradually raised himself by merit to 
the chief command of all the sepoys. In this po.sition he rendered ('ssential ser¬ 
vice to Major Lawrence. Not only did be possess n, perfect knowledge of the 
country, and conslaiitly procure intelligence of the enemy’s movements, but be 
planned all the lUArehes of tbe convoys, cboosing bis tiine,s and bis routes with .so 
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]iincli (IcxLciiLyj tiliiit durijiif Lhroo uiouLlis not one of Uie convoy,s of provit-ions 
coming iron) 'L'oadcinini’.s VVoodw was iuloi'cepU'd. 'L’lic criemy weio most anxlmis 
fo deprive Mnjoi- Lawrone(i of his .services, hut Ijaving no liopo of conupting Lis 
integrity l>_y a, Lirihu, enrleavoured to effect their ojijeef, hy a very Irise plot A 
IJraliniiu, nanu'd Poniajia, acting a.s Indian inteipveter t(' the lU’itieh, necessarily 
[)o,sse.sseil nmeli of their cojifidenee, and lieeaine ]iri\y to their mo.'-t sceiet do- 
,signs 'I’lii.s coiiliili'ime, of wliieh lit' wa.s altogetlier unworthy, he slianiefully 
betrayed hy entering into a seere.t eorrespoudonce with tlio enemy, and ulti¬ 
mately engaging to act entirely in their inture.st. In Llu‘ eoiir.se of this guilty 
interuour.-io it svas re,solved l)y all inean.s to get rid of Alahomed J.ssoof; but, an 
he. warn too iniu'h on his gmird to he c\it olf hy any kind of ashnssintdion, the 
following seluaiK! was ado])tcd A letter, addre.ssed hy the Jily.soi'ean eomniander 
Niinjeraj, ^vas ])nrj)osely placed .so a.s to he intercoj)fed. L'a])tain Kii[)atriik, on 
(ditaining possf'nsi('u of it, carried it to Alajor Lawrence, who oansed Pmuapa to 
inteiprot it in their pre.seuce. It do,sired Maliuiucd hssoof and anolhiT sepoy 
olfieor to meet aeeording to promise witli some persons dejad.ed hy Ninijeraj, to 
adjust the time and mode of betraying 'I’riehinopoly, promising him, if the plot 
.succeeded, an imnu‘n,s(! sum in luono}', and varioii.s otlievadvanlage.s, Mahomed 
IsHoof and the oilier se[ioy named in the letter were at once inipiiHoned, hut a 
short invesUgation estalilisliod their innoeenee, and tlu'y wore released, yns- 
piuiou now fell n|)on the profier [larty, and Poniapa, though refusing to the host 
to make any eutd'ession of lii.s guilt, wa,s hlowii from a gun. 

The first synpitoni of a favourable burn in the alFa,ir.s of the uaihoh ami his 
Uritisli allies appeared ahouL this time, wlimi Muvari Low, who had liecome tired 
of th(‘ war, jiieked a ipiurrel with Nunjeraj, liy making .some exorbitant 
(lematnls for nionc}', and, on being refused, witlidiawing to an eueian]>ment on 
the north hank of the (Joleroon, Another ineideiit, which at lirst threatened 
very disastrous results, terminated trimnpliantly. On the ]2tli of May a party 
of 120 Eui'irpciin.s and .“iOt) sejioys, with two lield-pieccs, set out under the eoni- 
mand of Laptaiu Ciilliand, at four in the morning, intending to wait aliout two 
miles Hontli of the Slngar-loaf Rock, for a convoy of pi'ovivsions wIiLcdi had been 
ordered to advanec from Tondoman’s Wooils. The place where they meant to halt 
was an old water-tank, nearly choked up. though its luoiind wa.s nearly entire. 
They had neaiiy reached it wdieu Alaliome.d hssoof, who was riding in front, wa.s 
surprised on ascendiug an emineuco, hy the neighing of his horse, and the answer 
of it by several others. On advancing to reconnoitre, lie was fired at from the 
other side of the, e.miueiice hy .several French troopers. The pyresenee of the enemy 
in the. very tank in wdiich the, pyartyhad doherinined to wait for the convoy wa.s 
now certii-iu. Cyiptain Calliaud immediately prepiared for attack, and by dexter¬ 
ously moving tiny sC])oys on the left, while the Eurespeana wheeled round to the 
right flank, pylaced the enemy between two firm and obliged them to abamlon 
the tank with pyrecipiiati(jn. The day was only dawning when the action hegiin, 
Von r, 03 
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AD i 75 t. lait llierc was uow hvifliuieiit light to perceive tiiat the eiioniy couHiblcd of 250 
Europeaiin, with iour fiold-piocoH, 1000 .se[)oy,s, mid -1000 JVlywoi'c Iiovko A auart 
cannoiiado iinmediahdy coiaineiicod, and hoLli annioH, iiLLracted liy the soniul, 
iinincdiatidy jireparcd to take part in tlio ongagciuent. Captain I’olier, com¬ 
manding in the altecuce of Major Lawrence, whom sickncKs had obliged to retiie 
A buiiunt into tlie city, hastened forward rvith all his rdiiaiiiiiig tr() 0 ]is. while the rest of 
the enemy’s army crossed over from Seringham, When the two aamics weri' 
thus pitched against each other, the inetpiality was seen to he tmormons. On 
the one side stood the Lrilish battalion, mastering only 300 men, 1500 seiKiys, 
and cloven troopers; on the other side 700 Europeans, fifty troo[)ers, 5000 sepoys, 
and 10,000 horse; fortunately, from tlie cause already mentioned, none of them 
Mahvatlas, With .such odds a decLsivo victory was scarcely po.ssihl(‘; and Liu; 
utmost, tUercfoi'o, which Captain Poliev pi'o[)oscd, was to light Ids way hack to 
the camp, d’lm English, defiling from the tank into the plain, marched (uvwai'd 
in coluniu, while the sepoys followed in a Une at right angles witli the. rear oi' 
the battalion, and extending beyond it both on the right and left. In this manner 
they proeeoded, galled hy the enemy’s scA’eu Held pieces, but siriferiug little from 
their musketry, which kept too far off to do much mischiof, and without haltupg 
reached a second tank about a mile iieru’cr tlic city. Just as they reached this 
])Ost, Captain Polier, who had previously boon struck, veceivcal nuothcr wound, 
which so disabled him that lie was obliged to resign the eommaud to Caidaiu 
Calliaud The fight being now visible from the walls of the city, Majior Law- 
reueo, although very ill, ordered himself to bo carried to tin; Lop of one of tin* 
gates, and there beholding how his little army was hemmed in, trenihlod for its 
fate. IVliile the enemy’s sepoys and cavalry were ibawn n[) opposite to three 
sides of the tank, the fourth side was menaced by the Eroueh. As the latter 
advanced, the three British fiehl pieces, brass six-pounders, capable of carrying a 
large (pmntity of grape-shot, and admirably served, did fearful execution. Ju a 
few minutes nearly 100 of the French battalion were struck down. The rest, 
dismayed at the havoc, showed signs of faltering. Captain Calliaud seized the 
favourable moment, and .sallying out with all the European,s, gave a volley ,so 
well levelled that an indiscriminate Higlit immediately ensued, and eoiitiuued till 
the fugitive.s were fairly out of cannon-shot. The rest of the enemy were not 
slow to follow the example, and the whole hastened hack for Beviugham; the 
British, satl.sfiecl with their victory, did nut attempt pnr.suit. In the evouing 
the convoy reached the camp in safety. More depended upon its arrival than 
the enemy seemed to have been aware of. Had they succeeded in preventing 
it, mere want of provisions would have obliged the victors to decamp for Tanjoro 
the very next 


Barlihcous 
pwceailiiigs 
of th<i 
C'XLQIUy, 


The enemy, ashamed and enraged at their disgraceful defeat, sought to wreak 
their vengeance in any quaider whore it could he done without much danger, 
and fixed upon Tondeman’.s Country, from which Trichinopoly had drawn the 
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p.u't of its snpplios afLei-T.uijoro li:ul oeasod to .send them Accoidiiigly, a d 17.11 
on Llu' very M'coml night after tlieiv defeat, M Maissin, the French coiiiinaudei, 
with all ids ihiiopeans, dOOO sepoys, and 2000 lioisc, suddenly entering that 
country, began to coiniuit every s])eeies of ravage I'he Pol3a'ar Tondemau who 
laid isomi' warrdug oi Llieir appioaeli, liad caused his [leople to remove villi tlieir 
catth' and all their elleets into the (h'pth of tlie torest.s, Aidiithev it vsis iinpos- 
sil)J(' to lolhnv them Tim invaders, in conseipioiiee, cordd do nothing ninre than 
gratify tlu'ii' inpioti'iit nialiec by bimdtig cnpity^ villages Disapiiointcd of Llie 
])iunder wliieh tliey had anticipated, they carried their dcjircdations into Tanjorc. 

Major Ijavvroneig in ev[)('ctabhm that the rajah, on seeing his eountiy thus ation 
attached, wunld a[iply to him for asMistance, set out Avitli liis army in oider that .imofinm 
lie miglit he at hand to comply with the a[i])li(‘ati()n as soon as it slinuld he ofi.mjou 
imule, anrl thus hind tlu' rajah by intei’csL to an alliance of a more durable nature 
than any ho had yet heeti able to form witli him lie, at the same time, ordered 
the reiidui'cement at Dovieotta to ellect a jnnetion with as little delay as pos- 
sihle. 'I'lie vi'iy tu'xt day after his airival, a message from the lajali arrived, 

111 giug liim to hasten Ids approach I'lic lauisc of this mgoney was soon explained 
d'ho invadmvs, not (‘outented witli pillaging the country, had lieen guilty of an 
atrocious ])ri)eooding, which (hroateued to doom a largo portion of it to porpetiml 
baiTcuueH'i, It lias been alnsady mentioned that at Cnilady the Colcroon and 
(jiuvery would again unite were the jimction not jirovenfced by an artificial 
mound. At this point the level of the Ooleroon i.s ahont twenty feet lower 
than that of the (lauvery, anil the object of tlie mound i,s to iirevenL the whole 
from being [u'ceipitated into the Coloroon, rvlion it would run wa.ste to the sea, 
and jireservcj the (Jauveiy as a se|)ara.t(' and independent stream, which, employed 
in irrigating the, ])lains of Tanjorc, rendons them almost fabulously fertile The 
invaders had cut aerosis tbin mound, and afterwards cannonaded the worlcmen 


went to repair it 

Tills attenuit to starve a whole iioiiulation in order to compid their sovereign rmimUij 

. 1 . T . . p biiulimnulty 

to adopt a eertam political courwe, proved as impolitic as it was iniquitous; tor nttiiobw 
the only etrect was to inspire the rajah with a deep baired of tliose who had Jtoiuiks of 
employed wueli ahonLina,bie means to olfoct his ruin, and convince him that his 
only si'cnrity against the roiietition of .sncli malice was a close and cordial alii- 
aneo ivith the Jlriti.sh prissidency. Another event, Avhich took place at I he same 
time, formed an additional inducement to iliin alliance. On the invasion of 
Taujore the raja,li despatohed Clandorow, writli 1 aOO horise, to Tiieatopoly. Morari 
Row, Avlio, after quarri'lling with Nnnjeraj, liad fixed hiuiself at Pitchaudali, on 
the nortli liank oi’ the Ooleroon, watching for any cliange of circumatancea wkich 
lie might bo able to burn to account, no sooner heard of the approach of Gaii- 
derow than ho resolved to oncoimtor him. If he succeeded in giving him a 
defeat, one of two ohje.cta would ho gained. The rajah, already frightened hy 
the French and My.sorean invasion, would he glad to pay a large sum as the 
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imicliast of his icLveat, oi if this woie icfuscd, llie dfstiueliuii of (J.iii(U‘Lf)\v's 
(Ichu hmcut wcmhl iivcuge the shuightoi of the Alainatliis, iiikI the hai li.ii ilics 
piMcLisod on those of Uiein mIh) Im.d heeii Liken ])iisoULi,s duiint; a foimei e.uii- 
p.di^ii Thus stinmlaicd lioth b;) hiteiesl, and i'e\in;^e, ALoi.ivi Ihnv, tiossin^ 
the Coleioou and (Jauvery by uiqld, ndtli dOOO of Jus Ik'sI Lioops, suipiised 

(landeiow :U day- 
liieak, and so com- 
jiletel) di'Ceated Idiii 
tlnd only .‘iOO of Id'- 
wliole foiee (‘seaped 
Alajov i.as\ u nee av- 
lived at 'Fan join 
only f\\ o days alLtu’ 
tills del'eat, and was 
consequently^ able to 
ucooLiate with llic 
I ajah UTulei the most 
lavouiahle eii'ciuii' 
.stances The rcMilt 
was that llonacjoc was not only reinstated in his eominand, hut a[i|»oiuted 
plane minister in room ol Kuccojee, who had hitherto bemi the ^reat olislaclo 
to a peiiaanent JJiitish alliance 

Maj'or Lawrence was ngaiti in possession of an aimy sutlLeieiit to enahio 
liim to cope with the enemy' Tlie (Jonqmiiy’s force consisted of a haltidion 
of I'itiO men, some of them topa.ssos, and SOOO sepoys, Avith fouiteen laid 
jiicees, to these Avere added 2.'){)() Tanjoiinos and SOOO infantiy, under Alon- 
aejee A considerable rciid'oreeinont had also been expioctod nuclei' AhqilniKo 
Kdvan, the nabolfs cldcw brotlier As the legal heir of Anwar-n din, his right to 
the naholisliip ayiis better than that of Mahomed, hut a.s he Aims tiilcon prisoner 
111 (he action in Aidiicli his hither Avas slain, lie Avaa entirely oveilooked in the 
noAv arrangements, and on obtaining his liheity found it neee.s.sary, afler eon- 
sideraljlc heitatkin, to recognize tlie validity of his brother’s title ile had, in 
eonsoquenee, been jilaccd at the head of a liody of troops nominally belonging to 
the nabob, but made them eiitiiely .subsei'Adent to his own piir]ioap,s, and found 
MO many pretexts for delay that the army was at last obliged to set out Awithout 
liim ddu' whole troops fnniislied by the nabob, therefore, Avere only lil.s oayu 
guai'd of fifty liorse. On entering the plains of Trichinopoly, cncunihin'ed with a 
considerable convoy, Alajor Lawrence fonnd that the enemy, Avho had previously 
fixed their camp at the Five Rooks, had (piitted it and adAumced ea.slward, to 
dispute his fuither progi'ess Both arinic,s drew up in order of battle; and from 
the appaieiit Te.solution with which the Fi'ench inoA'ca to the attack, a dcciah’o 
engagement was expected. Suddenly, howcAmr, after enduring a de.structive 
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caninniJHle wiLl) ;ri(‘aL sl.oiuliiicKs, the_y wlioclod roiiiid boforc romiii'^ within \n i ,.,2 
nuiskofc .sliot. and l)i,',L;"ni to roiroiit with Home a])pefivaiife of eonfusioii ALajor 
Lawreiieo pn'pariiig hi pmsuo wiieii he aseevtaiued tliat the retreat of the mkai of i 
li'i-eneli infantry was only a feint to cover an attack ujion the convoy 'Fhe 
plan was, that whih- the Urilish Itattalion were enoaifed with tlie imagined pnr- 
fiuit, liyiler, at the head of the Mysore l\orse, should wlveel i()\ii\d and fall upon 
the r('ar, wlieis' I,hi' liagyigo and provisiuu.s were deposited. Jl^'der's impetn- 
oslty Jind eagei'ne.ss for plnndor frustrati'd the stralagoin Rymnaking his attack 
ja'i'inatairely, he siu'eeeded in carrying- olF only thirty-iive carts, laden jiartly 
wltli arms and ammmiition, and ])ai'tly with hag-gage belonging- to the British 
otllcer.s d'liis loss was more than eomiu-nsated hy the i-esnlt of tljc action Tlio 
I'h-eneh, besides sustaining- ii virtual defeat, had 100 of their liattalion killed or 
wonnded, while only eiglit- of the British fell After ])i‘Oceoding to Trichiuojioly 
wit.hout fm-tlier interruption, and lodging the .stores of ]iri)\’isiou in it.s maga- 
y.im-s, Major Lawri'iiei- made .several aLteni])ts to hriiig t.lic enisuy to a general 
engagemi'iit liiHtead of aceeiding- IiIk ehalh-ng-os tlio_y ]-etire<l ais lu' advanced, 

,iiid linally qidtted the ])lahi.s on f,he south side of the Canvery, to ostabli.sh 
themselves once nioj'i' in t.hi' island of iScriiigdiam d’hi- commeiioenient of the 
raiiiH prevented. furllK-r military operations; and helVire a m-w eainpalgn could 
be luulortaki'n, a great ebange in Breneli Bast .India politics wa.s effected To 
various oceurrenei'H whleli preceded ami contrilmtcd to tins eliange, it i.s noce.s- 
.Siuy iiOAv to attend 


(JllAPTEIl YU. 


I’i-o(;ooiliii3n (jf M.il.iljiil, iiml niHsy—lu-co's'iion ef tvniloiy Lo tlio I'’K'iiah—AUuniptti at nego- 
tialiiin^—DupU-iv Hupmmnlal idl.miiH to Fimico—-Ni-w amirigemontH—.'iniv.tl of a Jiiitiali fleet— 
IteUini of Clivo—flestiiu'fcmii of pirali-a nt (.rlioriali. 



IALABU'F .JUNO, iiidehtcd for his iuipnintmc-iit of Souhahdar of iSouoii 

' 11-11 ii'fJui'jire Ml 

i-he l^orcan Lo J^'roueb iutlncnco, naiunilly tJimg to ibissy, tbrongu 
I whom that iiillueuc-e htid been exorcised, and made him ahno.st 
the ahHolnto disposer of his fortunes. The French commander 


po.sition, ]>ut fomul a, strong party at Salabnt Jung's court di,sposGd to thwart 
him in all his pi-ocnoding.s. At the head of this party wa.s tSeid Baskar Khan, 
who, tliough ha hated Du.ssy in his heart, wria .such an adept in onnning that lie 
not only persuaded him of his sincere friendship, hut had been invested with the 
office of dewa.n by hi.s special recommendation. No sooner, bowover, was he 
firinly seated in this office than lie threw off the mask and took open part with 



502 


rnWTOPL'/ Oh’ INDIA 


[lloOK' III 


ATI 175J 


VLti ini'f ti) 

(I'vo A h .111 
ut 

Uu s\’ ^ 

,\h uu<.« 


ictnin. 


tliosc wlio wore jeiTlous oi’Salaljut Jmig’s Kictu'Ii parliiaiitic'M, mid dia]io,sed to 
take any bteps that iniylit soom iiecossaiy to (ouulcvact thorn, Wlilh' tlioy wow 
on tliu ^vatclL Ibi' an ojiportiiiuty, l)us's 3 y worn out l)_y aiixioty and latiyiio, li'll 
sick, and dojiarted, l.y tiio advice of Ids ])li.ysician4, to .seqiiostei- Idiaself lixnn all 
Lnsiuoss a.t ilasulipatam, now lieeonio, alonp;' with a larqo tract ol ilic adjoining' 
territory, entirul.y a Fi’cncli jiosscssioii 1!is enemies wi'ro iniiiasliali'ly on (lie 
alert, and made it their Hast liusine.ss to yed rid oi the Frenich troo]),s and wqiiys 
whom Bussy^ liad left behind, under the pretext that tliey were the bi'st .st'ciirily 
of Salahut Junq’s jicrison and antliority against liotli foreigii and intestine lix's, 
but roidl^r for thc3 ])nrpose of control ling his niea.snri'.s, d’hc tasic (luis under¬ 
taken lyy the dmvan and his associates was delieaU' and ditlieult Salahnl, J nng, 
wlio was doticient in personal courage and sagacity, was nnwillitio- (o ]iart wilh 
the troops; and the troops theni-.elveM, consisting of an Euro]i(‘aii hidl,alimi and 
5000 sppoj's. all paid liy Ihissy himself and acting entirely umhn- Ids ordiss, 
would have resisted any ov(‘rt attempt to di.shaiid thorn. [Tiidis'liand ineasuri'M, 
thei'cd'ore, were re.sorted to. Finst, the pay which had lioen furnished at certain 
I'egular periods was withheld; and when the Iroops enmjilained, the reason 
assigned was, that .several of the province,s at a di.stauei' from Uydi'rahad, vlien' 
tlio .sonbtilidar was then holding his court, lind failed to I’cpleidsh tins trc'asury 
by the asual payment of revenue. Ah the most cffeetnal remei^y, it was .snggwsLed 
tliat the troops sliould be sent to oniovee the collection of it, liy this device 
they alloAVod themselves to lie Keatbered over ilio country in detached ])aiiie,s. 

One important dilHoulty being- ilms ovei-coine, tlic dewan next persuaded 
SalabuL Jung Hint Id.s presence was iinperathndy re([nired at Aurung.abad, 
Here the mere distance from the French .settlementH tendeil groatlj'- to dindniHli 
French inlluciice, while the absence of the greati'r part of the battalion and 
sepoys removed all apprehension of danger fiom any op]X),si(ion which they 
might have been disjiOKcd to offer to the i-emoval of the eoiirt. kh'antium the 
troops sent to collect the revenue made little ]irogre,ss, because thwarted by 
secret orders from the <lcwaii himself, and their pnj'’ in conHWjneuee became move 
irregul-tu-than ever. Disappointment, clamour, and desertion had consequently 
began to prevail, when Bn,s.sy, informed of the state of a (fair,s, and tbe can.se.s 
wliieli liad produced it, made his appearance in T-ljnlorabad, He had previously 
given order,s to all the .scattered dctaehmf'uts to meet him there, and hence on 
his an-ival found himself at the head of 500 European.s and 1000 sejioy.s. Witli 
some difficulty having appea.sed their discontent, and sati.stied their most pre.ssing 
wants, by money obtained partly from the treasury and partly on his own 
credit with native banker.s, he took the bold resolution of marching uncall(sl 
with his wliole force to Aurungabad, a ellstanco of 300 mile.s. What had now 
occurred might be repeated, and he Avas determined tlmt in future the pay of 
his troops would be draAvn from some source over Avliioh tlio French Companj’' 
bad full and undivided control 
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After a consideraljle dtilay, caused by tlie rainy season, lie conuiiencecl bis iCw, irfis. 


luarcli. iSeid .Laskai' Khau and bis adliereivts were in consfcernation, but many 


I'easons inclined Bussy to act with inodcration. Instead of advancing dii'eetly 
to Auriiiigaliad, be baited at some distance, tu give an opportunity for tlie 
ado})tion of conciliatory mcaimres. Balabut Jnng, wlio still retained bis French 
pjartialities, was ready at once bo concede whatever migiit lie aslced of him; and 
the dewaii, wdio batl at one time bethought himself of taking rei'uge in the 


Xow nr- 
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.strong fortress of Dow- 
letidiad, was delighted to 
discover fcliat bis peace 
could lie imule on terms 
wliicli pensonidly cost 
liim uotliiug, Iju.ssy had 
still moi'e reason t(,) be 
.satisfied, for the object 
of Ids journey liad. been 
fully acco:mp]i.sbed. 'i'lie 
payment of bis troops 
Inid formerly de]) 0 nde( 1 
on .sources Avldeb ungirb 
easily be cut olT by acci¬ 
dent or design; it wa,s 
now secured by tlie allotment of a permanent reveime, nob liable to be inter¬ 
fered with by native otiieial.s, but placed under the absolute control of the 
Frencb East India (.loinpan)'. Tlu.s revenue was derived Iroin a tract of 
eomvtry ctiillcd the .Northern, Circars, wliicIi, along with Masulijiiatain and the 
adjoining di.st.i'i(.it jire.viously ceded, imule the French absolute master,s of a line 
of coast extending about (!00 miles along the Bay of Bengal, froxn 
mouths (.if the Kistna to the Temple of J uggernaut, near lat. 20". At a mode¬ 
rate estimate the revenue of the whole could not be les,s than £500,000 
.sterling. Thi.s immense grant having been made with a special view to the 
maintenance of the Irencli troops, was strictly .speaking revocalile the moment 
these troojrs slioidd be witlidrawn from Salabiit Jitng’s service; Imtno such con¬ 
tingency wa,s tlien contemplated, and it appears to have, been perfectly under¬ 
stood that, wlieu the FrcncU Nvere established, in possession, nothbig but force 
would .suffice to (leprive them of it. Bub liow could such force be sucees.sfully 
employed? The ebaih of mountains boiuiding the Circars on tlie west formed 

an almost iiapassable barador ti} any iirvaston. from the Beccan,i Vfhile tlieir long 

lino of coo.st niadtr it Gitsy, if attackod, to employ all the i'c.soiirces of the otlmr . 

: Frenoh atdtfeiiieivba in thcirr.deleuod:- xThia mbusideratito ii.ot e.scap,ed tlie 
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exfiliibigFBie; &r/aiiinlmid tqmtdry^ eyijcht and value., 
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The luuliliioiiH selieiiie.s "wliicli Duphhx had long niediuiried, ;unl which aimed 
at uothiug le.SB titan the catahUdimoiit oL TT'cucli ii.scomh'ucy tlirdiig'hoiit the 
Deccan, socinecl now in a lair way ol' being accom[)lished 1 iitliertn, Imwi'V'er, the 
war in tlie tJarnatic ha<l Itetui a serious obstacle. It loriued a, couslaut diain on 
the resources of the French (Jonqtany; and what \sa,s worse, did not eompensalo 
for the cost by any adeiiuate return. IDyond the Coieronn the |iosltion oi allains 
was still more' uidiivoiirable; and, after all the exertions which had been m;ule, 
the .superiority reinained decidedly with the Diitish Could it he possihle to 
come to some arrangeinont with these foiniidable rivals'' 11 they could lies 
indncod to (piit the tield, a ho,st of dilllculties would at one.c dl.sapia'ar. The, 
praeticahiUty of sonic .suedi arrangement, and the advantages tli.at would nntu- 
vnRy follow from it, had been re[io;LU‘<IIy urged iqiiui the attention ol DnpJeiAiiy 
his enijiloyens; and thungh he was little dlspo.sed to ado])t a [leaciTiil [loliey, he 
deeiued it exiiodiimt so far to defer to their wishes as to maki' formal proposals 
of negotiation to the Madi'as jire.sideiiey in the beginning of 17") 1. 

The hlnglish ('ompanj-, wlio.se linanees had siiU'eved siweicly during the war, 
wore still more desirous ti; terminate liostililies, and hail repealedly urged the, 
presideney to embraeo the llrst oppoidnnity of securing ,so de.siralih' a ivsnlt. 
There was tliu.s little dillicnlty in inaking the iirelimiiiiu'} arrangemeids for a 
coiifcrenco. T'he place .soleetod for this purpose was thi' Did,eh settlement of 
Sadrass, situated on the road between iMadra.s and Poiidieherry, Here the 
deputies appointed by the. two coinpauies met on the dd nf January, and opened 
the hnsiuo.sH ly mutually producing their ]iropOHed basis of uegntiatiou. It wa.s 
at once perceived that tiieir views were totally irreconcilable. The Fnglisli Com¬ 
pany LLisistcd that iMahomed.;Ui .should he acknowledged Nahob of the Carnatic, 
and the Drench that Salabut Jung sliould be acknowledged Houbalidar of the 
Deccan; in other words, each insi.sted that the other .shmdd yield the w hole that 
had heeii at Issue in the euiitest. As matters stood, Saialmt J luig and ibdiomed 
All were merely reprcsentativo.s of the two lival eoinjianies, and the, recognition 
of either without any modiricatiou of their powera, or any elleetnal cimek on the, 
abase ol' the.se, 'svould have been to ])la.cc tbe o]io company entirely at the other',s 
mercy. This was too obvious not to be .si'cti, and 3 'et the negotiation wa.s 
allowed to proceed, tluuigh there was uo common point from which it eonld 
.start. In the coiu'.se of the discussions which followed, the Drench produced 
.seven patents, two from Mnzzuller Jung, fonr from Salabut Jung, and mm from 
the Croat Mogul Tiurse from MuzzulTer Jung and HalabuL Jung, 'Uilrr aliu, 
appointed Dupleix coniinauder from the Kistua to Cape Comorin, and gave him 
the whole territories of Arcot and Triehiimpoly after (Jhunda, Habib’s death, 
The patent from the Great Mogul wa.s in the form of a letter eoidirming all iiio 
gi'aiits wiiich Halabut Jung had ma<le In favour of Diipleix and his allies, 'flie 
English Company also professed to bo in po.sRC.saion of patents from Nazir Jung, 
Ghaai-u-diu, and the Great Mogul, givdngand confirming the nabob.sldp of the 
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U.ai'ii)i,Lic to M;i] 101 110(1 Ali. ’J’hougli fclic pa louts tluis founded upon were contra- \ n nn 
dicfcory and nonfcralizod ('iioli other, it is not iinpossihlc tliat they may all have ~ 
hcon gomiine; for at this period of political confusion in India, tlieio was little 
dilliculty in olitainino- any kind of document tliat might la* wished, provided a 
Hullicient .sum ol' money was ])aid for it Mevoral suspicious cirenmslanoe.s, how- 
evm-, made tlie genuineness of the jiatent fi-om tlie Great Mogul, which the In.aL, 
ilh-eueh had iwodueed, mori' titan (piestioualile The. .siad was proved to lie tliat 
of a former reign ; and when attimtiou was called to the ciremn,stance, Dipileix, 
instead of courting exainiiiation, suddenly withdrew it and all lii,s other docu¬ 
ments, on the ground that those which Mahomed Ali was alleged to have in 
his iiOHse.ssion at Trie,liiiiopoly had been only promised, not ymiduced. As tlie 
production ('('rtainly ouglit to liave hoen nuitnal, the olijeotion wa.s ,sn far well 
Founded; the ahsnrdity, shared alike hy hoth yiarties, was in hypocritically endea- 
vonring to give a, senihlanee of legality and eqiiitj'' to acquisitions which had 
(irig-iiially lieen uiiid(‘ in defLauci' of hoth, and were still only maintained hy the 
sword, Alter a large amount of ipiibhling and tergiversation, the whole nego¬ 
tiation endi'd in .smoke, Mncli recrimination followed, and the only result was, 
to leave both sides more' exaspm-ated tha,n ever. 

In carrying on tlie, war in India the English Company were ydaced at a great 
disadvantage in being lel't to depend entirely on tlieiv oavu resources, Avhile the mtmtous 
Frencli Conqiany were diroctljc eountenaneed and supjiorted by tlieir govern¬ 
ment. d'hoy had therefore good reason for the I'emoustrance wliich they pre¬ 
sented to Dm Ih'iii.sli niliiisti'y, (‘ailing upon them to take the necesasary .steps 
eitlu’r to ti'i'nduati' tlie war, or to furnish tho i-osonrces by whieb it was to he 
carried on 'idu' former alternative was adopted, and Dm position of matt( 2 r,s 
in tbo East became tins .subji'ct of an 0 !U’uc.st correspondence between Die two 
govc'i'nments After various eonh'rences in London, between the Earl of Hol- 
devness, yirineipal se.eretav))' of ,state', (i.nd two deputie-s .sent over from Paris, the 
British mini.sLry, dissatislied with the little yirogveas made towards a settlemcmt, 
began to jirepare for Die wor.st, by ecptipyiing a, squadron of raeu-of-war for the 
JDist Iudio.s. The Ereuch ministry, made aware hy this decisive step that pro- 
era,stinal ion would no longer avail, began to act in earnest, and entered into an 
arrangement b_y Avliich Die disputes of the corapanies Avore to bo settled on a 
footing of equfrlifcy. In order to carry oirt tins arrangement, it was necessarj- 
tliat eorauiissarie.s slumld lie apyioiuted to adjust Die terms. Had talent and 
exyit'rienee only been required, the choice of the French Comyiaiyy would natur¬ 
ally have fallen on Diqileix; but tho policy about to be adopted was so oyiposed 
to that Avliieb lie luul all along pursued, tliat some degree of suspicion jirstly 
attaidied to Iiini, and be was considered iiicligihlo. But if ineligible to be 
appointed a cmmniRsary, to adjust the terms of a settlement, he was obviously 
malit to be, employed in giving (sflect to it, and could no longer be ])ormitteil 
to bold the goyerament of Pondicbcri'y, He was therefore .superseded by 
Vor.. 1. 
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r,i Al. (jodelu 11 , ;> ilii'eoluvDl'Uie Kiviicli ('oinjiimy, v. iio ari'i vod mi tlie :i!il ol 

1 7') K illvviiti'il Miili i\l)soUik' aaLlKivily ovar all llu- ii''nnn'!i si'H-laiuaiih in Iho 
,1 Mast liidias It i,. ('itsy to cnnuaivi' liow liittarly liuplOx musl* liavo lldt mIk'u 
I',','" diH'"' coiiipi'lk'd to I'esiyai i'ka'ii wdien (l(‘|)ii\a'd ol’ (In' suli.staiu','of jiowai'lii' 
aluiin tu its shallow, and was ]),>i-niitt,‘il diniiiy (lie two nunilJiM wliidi I'lapscd 
licfore he took his final depiii-biii'e I'm- Kiii-oiie, to .yralil’y liis \aiiily hy weariiiy 
the di'ti'.s and pavadiug the streets with all the iiudstiiu lielimp,iui!,- to him in his 
iiiuig'inary eapacity of Naboh of the L'aviiatie 'J'he fact ol Ids heiny lyatilied 
hy sueli an exhihitiou pioves him to have lieeii devciid ol Inie diyrdly ol 
l•hal'^u■ter, and makes it imjiossihle to take mneli iniere.st in his liitme lorl lines 
Vi't Ills fate was liard lie had not only .sjieiit liis life, but enibaiked his whole 
rortiine in the scrvie" of the !''reueh Mast India ('oiupany. [ti'orn them, (kere- 
fore, lie v’li'i entitled to generous treatiuoiil So far from Ibis, the'} waiuld not 
even do him justice, and he \v'as obliged (o su'k it li} a Ian process, whiidi was 
still pending when lie died, rniiu'd and hrokin liearted. 

11 111 J inniediately on his ai riv'al, Ai. (Jodohen entered into eoninuinieatlon wilh 
' Mr. iSaundoL.s, governor of Mmlras, and gave proof of his gooil liiilli and aiixiel}' 

’ for a settlement liy releasing the, eoiii[)any of .Mwi.ss soldiers who had lii'cn cap¬ 
tured wliili' pmcecdlng in country lioats fur Moi’L Hi J)avid. A i'aviHiiahlo 
answer was returned, but meanwhile both jjaities eoiitiiined Uieir warlilci' opera 
tiims d'lie Mri'ueh received a. reinrovceuKiit of 1200 men, of v lioiu (iO(i wi'i'e 
Iiussar.'i under the eomiuand of Phtselu'r, a pai'tisau of some I'cimtatiou; a still 
larger aceession of force was made to the British, by the arrival of the squadrou 
ahove nientionod It wa.s eoninianded liy Adruira] Watson, iiml eonslsted of 
throe ships, of sixty, tii'ty, and twi'iity guns; together with a slooji of war and 
sev'oral (Jonqiauy's sliip.s, having on hoard the lOth regiment of 700 men, niuh'r 
eoiiimand of Oolonel Adlercroii, forty royal arlilleryTiieii, and 200 Conqiaiiy re¬ 
cruits The superiority wars decidedly with the Mrittsli, and [irohahl}' had soiiu' 
effect in indneing M. (lodehcn to ju'opose teviias so rensoiiahle that they wi're at 
oiiee acceded to, so far as to jiistily a. suspension of hostilities, on tiio 11 tli of 
Uetohor, fToh Its duration wa.s llxed at thi'i'c mnntlis; hut hefore these 
expired, the terms of a treaty, cond'itional oii the ap]irol3atioii of the two eoiii- 
jianies in Europe, were adjusted, and lieeauie the basis of an eiglitoeii inemth.s' 
111 , tniue, The li'aditig pviuciplo of the Iri'aty was, that on the east coast ol' 
India the two coiniianies shonld he placed on a footing of perfect equalil}'. With 
this view it was .stipulated that tlu'y should liu' ever renounce all Moorish 
govermnejrt )uid dignity, never interfere in quarrels ainoug native princes, and 
restore to theur all places and po,s.scssion.s except those wliieli the treat}', vdioii 
made definitive, should expressly reserve; that in Tiinjore the. English should 
retftiii Deviootta, and the Erench Garrical, with tire distj'ict,s at jireseiit a,ttachcd 
to each; that on tho Coromandel eohst the English should rutaiu Fort St. 
George and Fort St, David with their proaent districts, and tho French Fondi- 
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clioiry, witli oiilii'i' au jidiliLioiial disliicl: ov a new ,-,i'ttlen\ent lielwec'u Mizaiu- ' n i?-, 
[iiiLaiii and tlie Cliiiidlaeaiua, to eotojieoMatc' Idr (lie (le(i('i('ufy of ilio setilcuiciil 
ol t'aiiieal (‘oiu)Kui'd wiLli tlio'-f' of Di'vicoll.i anti Koit St David, tliai at TViitm- 
lipataan ti disirict dioiild Ito fornu'd eniial in ovttnt to tlu' isl.ind of Divy in 
the s.uiu' vicinity?', and then a partition slunild he made liy inutnal aeieeineul, 
givino' the distriet to tlu' i)ne eonipany ajnl the island to tlie other, that to the 
noitliwaid ol' Masulipatain, and Avitliin tlie Noitliein ('iitais, tMih eoinpeny 
shoulti liavi' i'onr ot' the siihoidinate factories, merely a'A plaet's of tiaile, without 
any distriet allaehed to tln'in, and so sitnati'd as not to intoirere with e.ich otiu'r. 

'I’iJi tlie treaty was made' definitive l>y its latifieation in Murojie, e\istin<j; ]ios- 
f-essiim slioiild hc‘ retained hy both companies in eoid'oimity with (lie [irineiple 
oC ((/I 'iwisidctl't, hut dariiij>' tlie truce no new acipiisitions should he made, and 
tlie allies should either he lirmiid to act in aeeovila.iH e with it, or he, lepelled hy 
the troojis of holli emupanios in the event of their niakiicr an attack upon either 

In tills Iri'al.y tlu' I’reneli t'omjiaiyy apparently' made the lavfyej' saeridee \i,ii il-mhu- 
'fheir I’l'V'enum witliin the territorial limits over winch the Ireatj' ovtended had 1,, 
hec'ii niiiinumfed duriiio' the war lo at least £700,(100 pei anunm, vliilu tliosc' 
aeipiiivd hy the Miiolisli (haiipany Jidl short of C100,000. Jty consent iie; to an 
t'lpudity of iiossession, they I'l'iioiincod an ineoine neaily e(|ual to the whole 
diil'evenee lielwi'c'n Lhc'se two sums. Such at least semis io he the plain ineim- 
injf of its leadin'^ siiiinlalions, and ymt it must have lieeii nndemtooil diU’erently, 
for Ihissy'ts eomieetioii with Salahut Jung mideiwent no change in eouseiiuencc 
of it, and, a,s if lu direut defiance of tlu' \e]y fint article, he coutiinied to fight 
Ills battles as helbu), It may ho alleged that it Avas iin]io.ssihle for him to do 
ollierwis(‘, as this was tlie eonditiou on whieli (he Northmu Cfivoars liad been 
made oA'ev to him The moment the troo]>8 woie wdtlulrawn, the tdrears Avould 
have I’CA’erted Lo the mler of the JDeecan, ami thus tlu' ])rinei])le of utl 
Avdiieh, uceording to another stijiulation, aa^as to he maintained no long; as tlie 
treaty rmnahu'd only conditional, would have liccm violated, to the manifest 
damage of the French rompany' Tn point of fact, then the suspension ol' hos¬ 
tilities was only partial; and while the Fnglish C'oinpitav}'VA’ere ipeeially exehuled 
from atlcinjiting anything in the t'ainatic, tlu'ro Avas nothing to ^anvent the 
French Company from oiideavom-ing’, through (lie iiileiTCAition of Bussys to 
f‘xtend their iTifiiumee, and pa,\'e the Avaiy for the ostahhishuicnt of a complete 
as'cendemy in tlu* Deccan, ft .soon aiipearcd that this avu.h not the only' .serinus otic, 
fiaw in the treaty. The allies had been made paiLiea to it without being con¬ 
sulted, and could not understand Avhy they .sliould lie obliged to folloAv in tlio 
Avake of fortngn ruerceuarie.s, and make peace and aa'Iiv at their dictation. Nun- 
jeraj, in paiTicuhu*, eontiimecl to linger in Seringliam, and ojAtady declared that 
he Avonld neA'cr (piit it excepting for the purpose of making himself master of 
TTiehinopoIy. i’he nahol) on liD part was cfjaally AA'arlike,; and havdng little 
fear of the Sfysorean, noyv that the B’reiich Aveie under au ohligation not to 
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ADIT'.; aibibL liim, IjOgfui bo inedlLabe an expctlibioii against MadiiTa and 'J’imu'veUy 
iStrange to say, tlio Madm'H TU’csidoiioy, as if tlu'y luul already regarded tin' treaty 
as a dead letbei', were no sooner applied to tliai> Lliey agreed bo fuinisli fiOO 
Eiuopeaijs and 2000 sepoy.s for tliin ex.pedibioii. The hreneli reinoustrabed 
against Lius proeeoding as a violation of the liueo; but a.s tlu'y wei'e blK'iiiiSelves 
setting a, similar example in the Deeean, little attention was paid to their 
remon Trance. 

Rsniitu . The nabul) and his brother, Majdinzo Khan, who wa.s mnv acting as his rcjn’e- 
seiitative in the countries .south of the (Joleroon, joined the expedition with 
3 000 horse, but the detaebiueiit was (TOinmanded l)y Lientenaiii-eolonL'l Heron, 
an ollicer lately arrived from Eitglaud. Major Lawrence had ]rrevLonsly lel'l. lor 
Madras with the raidc of lieutenaiit-eolonel in the king’s .sei'vice—aii liotiour 
which, ,so far from rewarding him according to his merit, did not ev'cn compen¬ 
sate for the marked slight which lie received when CVilonel A.illererou, as hi.s 
sn])euur ollrcor, superseded him in the chief eonunand of the JSvitish forces in 
India. Tlie expedition set out in the beginning of Eohruary, and, after 

some detention and lo.ss among the Golleries, one of whose [lolygans made a 
■vigorous ru.sLstaucc, gained uuili.sputed po-sseusion of Madnra. Tinnevelly made 
no resistance, and all the sniTounding eountiy profe.ssed .submission to the nabob. 
It was ,sooii found, liowever, that the submission was only nomiiud. 'J'he tri¬ 
bute promised was not [laid, and the wliolc amount of revenue realized fell far 
short of the expeu,so.s of the expedition. In comsei^ucnee of this luiexjiected and 
most lui,satisfactory I'csult, a rigid inquiry wa.s instituted, ami Colonel rTurrter, 
cnirvicted of having' increased Iris private fortinre by preserifs obtained at the 
saeritice of his publii! dirtie.s, was disriri.ssed the service. 

J.'f'if! Durhrg these traiisactiorrs the Mv.soreati.s, who had continued to liitger at 

lULiltCIllSl. . ® . . 

Reringham, in the hope that force or intrigue might yet juit them in pos.si'.sston 
of Tricliiiropoly, audilerrly marched off to meet a rlouble danger wliielr was 
tlireaterriirg their owrr territory. Balajee Bao had appeared on the frontiers 
with hi.s devastating Mahrattas, aird at the same time Salahut Jung was advart- 
eirrg at the head of an army to exact rrllcged arrears of tribute. I’ait of thi.s 
army coirsisted of the Freuelr battalion headed by Bussy, who in eou.scipreuce 
found himsell'm a very awkward position. By the terurs of his sei'vieo he could 
rrot refuse to follow Salahut Jrrrrg on airy exjredition which it pleased him to 
imdcrtakc; and jmt how conld he, as the avowed servant of the French Oeuipauy, 
take pa,rt in an expedition against the Mysoreans, with whom they had long 
been and .stiU Avere in alliance? From tlds dilemma Bu,ssy reiieA'ed hiuiself by 
dexterous diplomacy. By acting as a mediator betAvecn the parties he induced 
the Mysoreans to accCT>t Salabut Jiing as a protector agaiu.st the threatened 
Mahratta invasion. Balajee Eao, thus intimidated, Avaa easily bribed to desist 
from his intended invasion; and iSalabut Jung, after encamping under the walls 
of Serrirgapatirm, consented to an arrangement wlricli gave him a largo sum in 
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piiyiuunfc ()f'])fist iu'i'e:u'ri, ami a promibe of puuoUiulify in the future payment of s u in i 
tiilmto. 

Tlio I’u'iLinli sipiiuli'oii iiiulor Admiral Watsuii, Laving no prubpeefc of active-iiui.-ii ,jf 
employment on Llie Coromandel eoabt wlide the tieiity between Llic two com- Bomh.iy 
|)auiu,s Hiiljbibted, returned in tlie liegimiiiig of Novcudier to Uombay. Here a 
eoubideiable immber of troops had recently airived lioiii England, for the ]mr- 
pose of acting in concert with Lalajee Eaoin an expedition which he had agreed 
to iiiidertake against Aurungahad, the capital of the Deccan It was hoped 
tliat Halabnt Jung, tlins altacked, would he fiightcned into acompromi.se, and 
induced to breid^ oil' hi.s connoctioji rvith Bassy, as the only effectual means of 
secui'ing his own safety. This expedition had been planned in England before 
tho conditional treaty wifcli tlie Ereiich wa.s known, and the presidencj'' of Bom¬ 
bay, taking the change of cireum.stancc.s into consideiation, resolved to abandon 
it. Clive, who Imd arrived with the troops with (lie rank of colonel in the 
king’s service, and the apipointment of governor of Eort St David, rva.s (jf opinion 
that the ex^sMlition would not amount to a violation of tho treaty, and urged 
that no time should bo lost in carrying it into effect, klis opinion, however, 
was overruled; the more easily, ])Oihui).s, that the original eouimand of the ex- 
pt'dibloii had been destined, not to him, though he was inupiestumably best 
entitled to it, but to a Colonel Scott, on whom ministerial iiillueuce more than 
merit had conferred it By Scott’a death, indeed, Clive had aeinally succeeded to 
the c(mimaud, but the [iresidcney were nob to be moved from the view they had 
at ilrst taken; and it was determined to onijdoy the whole naval and military 
foi'ce then at Bombay on anotlier oxpe<lition, as to tlie justice and expediency 
of wliioli no doubt could be entertained in any (piarter. 

The we.st coa.st of India had long been infested by a body of pirates, who tikj .vnRua 
preyed indi.scriminately on the vessels of all nations, irative ami foreign, null 
carried on their depredations so boldly, systematically, and successfully, n.s to 
have become in fact a formidable nav.'d jiower. Kanhojee Augria, under whom 
they first acquired importance, was at one time commander of the Mahratta 
fleet, and in this cajiacity held the government of Severndroog, a strong fort 
situated on a small rocky island clo.se to Iho coa,st, about seventy-eight miles 
south from Bombay, In cour.se of time, finding him.self strong enough, he 
aspired to inde]icndence, and having gained over a large portion of tlie fleet, set 
his old ma&ter.s at defiance. A war ensued, but the results were so unfavouralde 


to tho Mahrattas, who were nob only worsted at sea, but so vigorously encouii- 
tcred on sliore, tliat they at bust, in 1713, oonseuted to a peace which, in return 
for a promise of allegiaiico and tribute, left Kanhojee in ]iosscsHion of ten forts 
and sixteen places of less strength, with their dependent villages. It is not to 
be supposed that when he bad thus succeeded iu reaping the fruits of his depre¬ 
dations, he woifld foj’thwitb desist from them, On the contrary, he was only 
emboldenocl to extend them, and continued to levy what he called his cliout By 
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\ 1 ) iTJii ilio iiulisui inuunto [dmidoi oT all ,slii]).'i ilial (Mine williiii hi-. ic.hIi Aloio..^ Ilio 
wliole cdiikt, lioni the \k-iiiity (jl’llombay 'oiiLliwaids to tli.iL ordo.i, his vcs-ol i, 
!"'■ ‘‘ ‘!io protcoted liy foih, ,ui(l sliclLcrcd williiii cua ks and ilii' iiiouMis df (Ik iiiinioi oiis 
small sliiMuis Avliitli dosmid lurni (la- Weslciii (difiuls, in) i(Md\ (o |i(imic('on 
any liaploss ves^d lli.d iiiiyld. (li.iin'o Lo lu'a\<' in siyld; in (iui}i)i'; mi llnii 
de])rtMl,dions Llu‘ ])iiad('S ilm iM'd git'a! (acildics limn tlic'iKdiiu'nl (li(‘ im\ ig.i- 
limi 'L’lic sc'.i and land )iu‘(7l‘s lilow alU'iuaLnl^ in llic Iam'iiI) I'mii liniiis, 
dividing Llio day iH'lwemi tlaMii 'riio laial Iiukws, liowevm, do nni icaeli innu' 
Lliaul'ml\ mill's Old lo sea, and hi'iito mssoIs, in mdm (n inuliL liy lliini, must 
'111 1 , 111 ,k knell wdliiu dial distance from llic coast d’lic^ were IJnis oliliocd (o nni into 
Lho \ciy d.iiigei Avliicli tlic)’ \vci(' aiivimis to avoid, and fell a I'nijiuiit and easy 

prey to !v,iidioje(''s fii cl of /y/'c/is 
and f/n/Z/etd'.' d'hcie (wo t lasses 
of vi'ssels, width, for meu.ndile 
pui)>oses, ail' still in common 
use on ilu' Al.ihdiai coicit, wcii' 
admiialily adapt,cd for preddmy 
waifuu' 'riic 4',r,dis, varying in 

hinden I'roin d(l() to 150 tons, and 
‘S made I'lo.id in pio[Hit(ioii to 

tlicir liiiotk, i'or the purpose ol' 
diawiiio’ little Midir, can it'd a 
A tami'-li.imboUn., U-.1 IiihI.>ui linmllt'r of gllir,, (mo of (,hi 111 

from nine to twelve iiouiiders, |)lac(;d on the main detk so as l,o liie (liioiioh port 
holes over the prow, and the le.st, usually six to nine poundeis, lilted lo give a 
broadside. The gallivats, -vvldcli never exceeded seventy tons hiirden, emnhined 
the douhle advantage of sailing and low boat'i be. ides a verj huge liiangular 
.sail, they were jirovided with foity to lifty stout oars, which enabled them to 
act as tug.s to the grabs, and pull them even in a culm at (he ratt' of iimr inile.s 
an hour Tims attaeked, it was scarcely possi hie fora merchant vt's'ncl to t'seaiit' 
Her enemies keeping at tlr.st at a safe distance, plied her wdtli shot lill thej had 
ilismasted her oi thoroughly damaged lier rigging, and then, as .slie la_) lieljiless 
in the water, eitlicr compelled lioi' to strike, or lioiudcd her hy w'tidijig' fm ward 
a niimljcr of gallivat‘>, each with horn 200 to .‘lOO men 
riiiiuai.i East India Company ti'ied hoth force and negotiation v.ilh Kaidioiee 

111 >ot- Kill IS _ ^ <■ J ^ ^ I-I 

Mitutiimi After an iiietfectufil attempt to coerce him in 1717, Mr. Chaiie.s iloonc, then 
governor of Buinbay, tried, the elieet of a written rouion.d,ranee, and in Noveim 
her, 1720, received a long and rmnlJing, hut vuTy eharaeteriMtie au.s\v('r, iuwldeli 

' This 18 a ship nith tbreo raaste, .a pointol pro'v, at .1 veiy siu-ly iioni)(l. Tho poijitod piow wliiiih 
and a tiDWppiit. Its oreiv- oonaiats o£ a DU'odar <it disliiigiuflbpH tho gi.ih bolonyu to lliO iUuiloo ctni- 
capfcttiu, and a few ci«, 0 u » or Moorish Bailors. Tho Blrnclioii, and in not iiiot wiUi in any ntlirr coiinl ly. 
rjrahs are hmlt at. nomliay, ivlioTe it appears that Tlio 1 ’ortu[;ii!"o have iiriilaled it in (heir Imlnm 
iiavi^'atioii was brought 1 0 some degree of perfeelioii ahipn.—Kohyii, Lfs Ihmiom, 
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Katiliiijci', instead ul .seekin;^' Id disouist'or jisdliaU'ilio ]»iiociplos cm liioli he ah iti'. 
lU'Leil, Hiiy.s, ‘As Loiidiiii'f llie desiie of possessing wliiiL is auofclic'r’s, I do noi ' 

(iiiil tile luei'cliaoLn eveiopL (I'oiu tJus sort ol iiudatioji, for this is the; way ol' the 
woild ; Coi' t,lod sivi'H iiothiiio- lininediati'ly IVom himseU’ iait take's IVoui ouo to 
';ive- to aiiolJier. W'lietlier this is risht or no, w lio isalile to detei laiiu'I It little 
the iiiei'C'liaiits, ! iiio sure', tc) say oiir y,'o\erniueiit is siijiported liy vio¬ 
lence, iiisiill,s', and |iiraci{‘s. Ibrasiuiicli as Ahiliaraja (wliicli i.s Sec ajee), iiiakiiip,' 
wa)' ao';iiiist linir k'ino's, roiuidc'd and estalcli,slic'd lii.s kingdom, 'riiis ivas oiir 
introduction and lic'yinnin^i;, and wlietlier or no li_> tlicse wa_)'S this government 
hatli jirovc'd duralilc', your excellency well knovv's, so likewise did v our prede- 
cesHoi'M.”' ill I7dd tile llritisli and Portiiguc'si', IliC' lattc'r [‘urnisliine t,hc land "■•’'‘'i"* 
lorci's, innuor [hwo oi Lhe Him' Auulev <^^niinodore Mailhov/w. made 

an atlack on the' strong J'ort ol' Ivolaliah, at that time the cbjel’seiit of Ivanliqjc'c'.s 
\KUver; bnt his usual gooil I'uvtuno, or the cowaidiee of the rortiignese, saved 
(liin; in l7dl' the Duteli, witli seven ships, twi (com1 1 -vessels, and a, !ind_y of 
tionps, made an eipinlly iinsuccc'ssful atU'inpt on 'I'iziadroog or Chei'iah d’hose 
ignominious faihu'es strengtiioiiing a [irvvaleiit belief tliat the forts attacked 
^vc'ro really ini pregnable, the' reduction of tlicm was abandom'd as liopeless; and 
as the only other altcnui(i\’e, tlu' Oompany wej'c redncod (o the necessity of 
giving convoy to tlicir morebant ships ly means of a, naval force, which was 
maiutaiiu'd at an aiumal e\[)cnsc of Xn0,00() I'lio cxjieuso of this expedionl 
was not tlu' worst part of it. Ihnuiliating as it was, it pnwed unavailing; and 
Kanliojce, only cmbohlencd liy the iiuitfoetnal resistance opposed to lus ravages, 
eunliuuc'd tlu'm with more, during, and on a more c'xteiided scale. At Ids death, 
in tlic end of he was possessed of immeiuse wealth, a powerful fleet, and a, 
ti'rritory htretcliiug 100 miles along ilu' coast, and backward to the monnlains. 

K.anljojee Aiigria left two legithnate and three! illegitiuintc'.sons. The former siuosfui 
wore I'ocognixi'd as his snccX'SHorH, and fixed tbei)' rosidenee, the one at Kolabah "mal’f*''" 
and the other at Si'venidroog. flltimately, after vaiions changes, jirodnccd 
inu'tly by domestic dlsscinsious and partly ly foreign inlluence, the succession 
pa.ssed to one of the illegitimate sons, called 'foolajee, who inadu Ghei-iah his 
capital. It was against him that the .sipnwlron niuler Admiral Watson and the 
troops nndcr Colonel CUve were now nbmit to be employed. Ills depredations 
I'ommittcd on all ships not bearing bis jiassport had been sermrely felt, ns well 
hy the AlaliraTbas as by the Uondiay presidency; and both as early as I7al bad 
coincj to a mufcnid dclcnuinatlou to put him down ;13 a common enemy. Actual 
steps, bowov''er, wc'i’c not taken till Ivon. T'ho very year before, the [liratcs bad 
given new proof of their forinidnble jicrwcr, by attacking at once thi’ce Dutch 
ships of fifty, thirty-six, and eighteen ginm, burning the two first, and capturing 
the last; and it was resoh'od, at the earnest entreaty of Dalajeo Bajeo Kao, the 
Peisbwa, to attack Toolajee Angrbv both by land and sea. At this time neither 

' Duft''fl ffistiirif of the Mahnttias, vol. i, p, ‘1139. 
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Ailinunl Wath<m’s s([naiiioii nor tlio ii'oops I'lom ]Cnp,li\)ul liiul nnived Tlie 
linul (biTCs were iweordingly fiivnisliecl euUvely by Ihe Malu.iLtre, wlio oCeonise 
retained the eonimand ol’ tlicin, Imt the .ships, einisi.sLin;’' of the tldinpnii}-’,, 
inariiie force, tlic Pmtector, of four guns, with a kcLeli of si.vlei'n gnus, and 
two lioinh-vessels, and a, kl.ahr.itta licet of seven grahs and sivLy gallivats, uanx' 
placed under tlio .solo coinmand of the Company’s chief naval ollieer, ('onnnoiloi <> 
Janies ddiLs gucit arnnuuont nuist have lunde it almost iinpossilile lo donlit 
of its sufficiency, and yet such was tire cxnggevided idea (mteitaiued of ihe 
stri'ugtli of Angria’s forts, tliat the presidency iusLrneted the eominodore to eon- 
tent liiinself with hloekade, instead of riskdiig tins .safely of hi.s ve'-'sels hy atlai'k- 
ing them If such wove tlio fears of the piesideiuy, w(' ean hmdly blame the 
Mahrattas for heuig still luoie timorous. On anehui ing liftocu miliss north of 
Sevorndroog, !in<l di,sumbarking tlio troop,s, in nnmher 10,000, lo pints'ed the re.J, 
of the way by land, Commodore James learned that the em-my’s ileet was lying 
securely at auehov within the harbour of 8ev<'rndrong, and might, by stealing 
upon it during the night, be .so ell’eetnally blockaded, as to mid<(' e.scapi' im[)o,s- 
sible lie made his !U rang omen ts accordingly; hut tlio Mahratta aihniral, after 
|)roiuifaing liberally to sccoml him, soon found that be had pi'omisi'd move than 
lie vva.s able to perform Tits officers relii.sed to ,stir before morning; and thus, 
ns iiiueh perhaps from treachery a,s from cowardice, apjicared in sight only in 
time to alavnv the enemy, and enable them to put to sea with all their ships 
Comiaodorp Jame.s, after a cliase, continued till the iiigiroaeh of night made 
it fruitle,gs, returned to Revorndroog Beside the fort of this name' on the island, 
tliere rvere three otlicr forts on the mainland, within point blank distance of it 
Thesi’, tliong-li originally built for- the pm-posc of keeping it in elu'clr, had after¬ 
wards fallen into Angria’s hands, and now fonned jiart of ii.s defi'nces On 
returning dispirited from tlui chase, the commodore found the Mahmtta army 
engaged in laying siege to the laud forts Such at least was tlio name whieli 
they gave to tlreir operations; hut there could not he a more ludienms misnmiic'r, 
for they were tiring only from a .single gun, a four-pounder, at tlio distance of two 
miles To keep up a blockade fur the pur))o.se of assi,sting .such he,siegers would 
have been worse than futile; and it wa.s tUei'cforo evident tluib, if the instructions 
which the excessive caution of the Bombay presidency had dictated wen* liici'ally 
olrsorved, thi.s expedition agaiii.st the Angria pirates would necessarily prove, 
nice the others which had preceded it, a complete failure. Rather than expose 
him,self and Ins employers to sncIi disgrace, Commodore James iletermined to 
act on hi,s own respomsibility, and try the effect of a hombardmeiit 'flic resuii 
soon ju&tiliod ln.s decision, In the course oi a .single day Hovenidroog, which 
imaginary fears had mag'nified into an impregnable foi-tres,s, lumg out a, flag of 
truce, and the land forts almost immediately followed the ('Sami)le After this 
hrilliaut exploit the fleet and army proceeded north ,sk miles, and attacked the 
foiiiiied island of Bancootc, wliicli yielded almost without a slioAv of resistance. 
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The Malu'iiLta ooiiimaiulur was so olaLed by a snecc.sa wliieh far exceeded bis ad. uon 
uiinosL hopes, that he csidcavoured to toiujjt blie coininodore by an offei- of 
t^OO,()()() rupees to coutiuue his cai-eer of victojiy, and complete It hy the capture 
of J)al)u], auotlier of Anglia’s .strongholds, situated on the coast about eight 
miles fartlier south. The emmnodore’s own wish would have boon to comply 
with this jiropo.sal, hut liaviug already exceeded his iristriictioii.s he did not ven¬ 
ture to aet withoxit expro.ss .sauetion In the hope of obtaijiiug it, ho hastened 
off in the Protector to Uomlxay. [lerc, however, notwithstanding his unex¬ 
pected acliicveincuts, the presiilency were .still haunted hy doubts and fears, and 
he was reluctantly eompelled to desi.st from furtlicr operations. 

Kuch was the state of matters when the Eembay presidency, hy the arrival Toiibiieo 
of Ailniiral Watson and Colonel Olivo, found themselves in posisessiou of a EtuniKimid. 
powerful force, for which, from their determination not to employ the troops in 
the T)(.ic’ean, as originally iateirded, Lliey liad no immediate occasion In tlio.se 
cii'cumsLaucos, the work wliieh Commodore James had so iihly begun, naturally 
.sugg(',sb(‘d itscif, and it was determined to .strike at the root i.if Toolajee Angria’.s 
])ower liy attacking Vmiadroog or Gheriah This place, .‘-ituated about 170 
niilo.s south of Bombay, was very imperfectly known by Euiopean.s, and figured 
in their imaginations a.s a fortres.s built, like Gibraltar, on an iuacce.ssihlc rock, 
iuid at least ec[ual to it in strength. So prevalent wa.s the idea, that it was 
deemed prudent, hofoi’o actually undertaking tlie exjiedition, to reconnoitre. 

With tliis vleav Commodore James proceeded with the Protector and two other 
ships, and, undeterred hy the fleet which lay crowding the Larhonr, advanced 
.sufliciently near to the fort to obtain a fidl .survey of it. Hi.s report wrus, that 
Gheriah, though undoubtedly strong, was very far from being impregnable. Its 
site was a rocky promontory, eommeted with the mainland by a narrow belt 
of .sand, and stretching .south-west about a mile in length hy a qnari.er of a mile 
in breadth. The face of the promontory all round, where washed hy the sea, 
formed a continuous precipice about fifty feet high. Above this rose tlie fortifi- 
cation.s, consisting of a double wall flauked with towers. The sandy isthmus 
contaured the docks where the grabs were built and repaired; and immediately 
beyond, on the nortli, was the hai’hour, partly formed hy the mouth of a stream 
which clc.scended from the Ghauts, 

Commodore James returned from his amwey in the end of December, I7S5; RoraTOtioiiii 
hut nearly .six weeks were afterward,s .spent in making prelimmary arrangements. ry.niiijutea 
Some of these related to the terms on which the Company and the Mahratta,s 
were to co-operate, and it wa,s expressly stipidated, that while the fmmor were 
to obtain Bancoote and five adjoining villages in perpetuity, Gherinh, if taken, 
should hcloug to the latter. Another arrangement related to the distribution of 
the .spoil which was expected ho fall to the actual captors. With this the two 
governments could nob well interfere; hub it is difficult to understand how, hr 
making this an’aiagement, the imdoubtcd title of the Mahrattas to a fair propor- 
Voi,, I, - 85 
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tion wns altogether overlooked Without paying the least regard t(j it, a, emu- 
]uitt(‘o of ti'ii otRcers, repre.seiitiug the British uaval and military foL'e(',s ahoiit to 
be employed, uu't at Boinhay, ami iiuido a distrihutiou among tliemscIvoH oi the 
whole anticipated prizu-nioiiey. Iii thus excluding their allii's th(J British were 
guilty of an act of premeditated injustice. So iiierceiiary, indued, was the sjiirit 
whiuli they manifested, that the two services were ou the point ol (ptarn'iling as 
to the principle of thvision adopted Olive’s rank as colotu'l entitled him only 
to the same share of priisc-inouey as a naval captain; but it was couLemk'd ou 
the part of the army, that his position as their eoiumauder-iu-chiuf entitled him at 
least to share e(]ually with Bear-admiral Pococke, who was oiily second in eoui- 
niaiid ill the navy. As neither service would give way, the tpiarrel would have 
})i'oved s(!rionM had not Admiral Watson succeeded in tcmiiuating it liy volun¬ 
teering to make np the difference claimed out of his owm pocket. There was, 
douldless, generosity in the sacrifice thus offered liy Admiral Watson, and gene¬ 
rosity also ill the conduct of Clive, wlu>, when the actual delicienc}'', amounting' 
to XI000, was afterAvards tendered to him, refused to accept it; hut it woidd Imve 
been more croditalilo to themselves individually, and to the services over which 
they presided, had they in the first instance recognized the just elaiius of thivir 
allies, and afterwards, instead of eoimtenanciug, sternly rebuked tire liiggliiig 
mid rapacious spirit manifested by their subordinates. On a review of tlie 
whole transactiou, it is diflicidt to agree with Sir John Malcolm, who thinks it 
“pleasing on this occasion to record the conduct of both the uawd nnd the mili¬ 
tary commanders,” though at the same time ho cannot refrain from eeusuviug 
" that spirit of plunder, and that pa.ssion for the rapid accumulation of 'wealth 
Avhicli actuated all ranks.”' 

The expedition, consisting of four sliips of the line, and other vessels, 
amounting in all to fourteen, having on hoard a battalion of 800 Europeans and 
1000 sepoys, sailed in the beginning of Fehruai-y, 1756, The Malirntta army, 
under Bamajee Pimt, had previously advanced fioui Ghoul, a toivu and sea])Oi't 
twenty-three miles south of Bombay. Ou tho apjicaraucc of the Jleet, T’oolajee 
Angria, in alarm, left the defence of tho fort to his brother, and repaired to the 
Mahratta camp, where he endeavoured to avert his fate, by proposing ti'i'ms of 
accommodation. Had ho suceoeded, the Mahrattas, on gaining possession, rvould 
douhtJess have amply compensated themselves for the meditated injustice of 
excluding them from a shar-e of the plunder. Tho British, convinced that tills 
Avas their intention, and perliaps conscious that their own conduct afforded too 
good a jnstilicatiou of it, saAv that no time was to be lost. The morning after 
their arrival, Admiral Watson having summoned the fort AAdthout receiving any 
ausAver, gave orders to prepare for action. The fleet, ch-awn np in two parallel 
divisions on the north side of the promontory, opened on tho fort at the distance of 
ordy fifty yards, with 150 pieces of cannon and the mortars of five bomlnketches. 

‘ Tlie Life of Sobert, Lord Olive, vql, i. p. ] S,!). 
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Williin Lcii uiinuteN, one ol the grabs which crowded the harbour was set on fire ad iTsii. 
by a shell, and the whole of the piratical fleet, which for lifty years had been 
the teri'or of the Malabar coast, was in flames Before night set in, tlie enemy’s oiion.th 
lli'c \eas silemced, l)ut no surrender was offered. There was little doubt that the 
fort would be obliged to succumb, and tlic great question now was howto secure 
the ,S|)nil According to the report of a deserter the Mahrattas were to he put in 
jiosscHsion of the place on tlie following day. What wonkl then become of the 
prisic-money, aliout tlic distribution of wliicb the two .service.s liad been prema- 
turel}" (piariadling at Bombay^ Once accessible to such dcxtej'on.s pillagers, every 
vestigi’ of it would speedily disappear Tlii.s was to be prevented at all hazards; 
and therefore, as if the capture of the fort l>ad been only a secondary object, or 
as if the Mahrattas, to whom the delivery of it in the event of its capture was 
giuirautcod by treaty, bad jio right to take posse.ssion, Olivo landed bis troops, 
jmd took up a ]30sition commanding the only approach to the fort by land. Tlie 
Maliratta commamler, flmling himself outwitted b_y this manoeuvre, made secret 
fwcrlures to Captain Buchanan, tbo ofiicer on picket, and olfei-ed him a bill on 
Bomiiay for 80,000 rupee.s (£8000) if lie would pcirait him and a few of his 
peo])le to pa.ss The bribe, which would have, ivndevecl the receiver infamous, 
was indignantly rejected; but, ns Duff remarks,' “it i.s a circumstance worthy 
of notice as elucidating the character of the times, tliat the Bombay government 
ibougbt common honesty so rare, as to present Captain 'Buchanan with a gold 
medal in consideration of his extraordinary good hehavionr.” 

The Ma.hratta.s having been excluded access to the fort the bombardment 
was renewed, and at length, on the afternoon of tlio second day, on an intima¬ 
tion by the garrison to the advanced guard of the troop,s on shore, that they 
were ready to surrender, Clive marched up and took ]»,ssession. The captors 
had reason to congratulate themselves on their good fortune, 'riioiigh the can¬ 
nonade had destroyed the artificial works, the rock still formed a natui’al bul¬ 
wark, ngainat wliicb, if it had been valiantly defended, nothing could have 
availed but regular approaches on the land aide. Within the fort wore found 200 Gu<iri.ai 
pieces of cannon, six brass mortars, a gi'cat quantity of naval and military stores 
of all kinds, and value in money and other effects to the amount of £120,000. 

Thi,s .sum wa.s divided as originally arranged at Bombay. The Mahrattas got 
nothing, and when they coinpltuned were told that whatever claim they niigld 
luxA^e had Ava.s forfeited by the treacherous attempt to bribe a British officer and 
obtain possession for them,selves. Tt may he so; hut, in considering the justice 
of the ease, it is necessary to remember that those who now accused them of 
want of good faith had been the first to set them an example. It has been 
alrohdy mentioned, that in terms of a treaty made betAveen the Company and 
tile Mahrattas, the former obtained possession of Bancoote, with some depen- 
doneie.s, and the latter Avere, in the event of its capture, to obtain possession of 

‘ of the Mala-alta3f vul. ii, p, 901. 
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Glieij.ili Strange to say, the Company iio^r showed gieat ichietaiiee to fulll] 
then part of the agreement Cdieiiali, it w.is thonght, would Ix' a most \sihuihle 
ac<pusiLion to the. Bomha37 presidency, and tlicielmy when delhnny was askeh 
by iho Mahiattas, Mi Eouvchiep tlie govcinm, oudeavouiod lo evade Ihe ohli- 
gation on pileas so fiivolous as to ho disgiaectnl At fhst a eomjiiomise n as 
attempted, and Eancoote w.bs olRied to the Malnattas in ('xehaiigc I'oi Clusiah 
When this was indignantly'' lefused, a list of giiovanees was eoncoeteil, aiul tin' 
Mahrattas were told that they had f.iiled in jicilonning tlu'h jiait of tlu' tieaty 
—-they had not piopoily fixed the limits of tin Eancooti' cc'ssion—tliey had not 
delivered np the person of Toolajec Angiia—and the Peishwa had eonlaaeted 
lor a supply of goods fioiii the Duleh The last grievaiiei', though evidently 
legaided as the worst of all, had notliiiig to do with file point in question, and 
tlie otlier two weie frivolous pielexts whiih seaicely deseived oxaininntion 
ifi Eouii, hi or himself ultimately seemed ashamed of Lliem, and the Mahnillas 
■wcic lint in possession of Ghciiah Pending the dispute the PiitLsU (S([nadion 
and tioops I'enuined to inllnenee the issue, ami did not return to hoinlMy til! 
the heginuing of April IShoitly alter, they saih'd for Madias, which was 
reached on the 12th of May Clive’s ultimate destination was Fort St David, 
wlieio, by a singular coincideuee, he entered on tlie duties of his oliiee on tiu' 
20th of June, 1756, the very day on which Caleutta fell into the luiiuls of Suiajah 
Duwhdi, Nabob of Eengal This event, with the causes Avhieh led to it, and the 
momentous conseipionces by wdiieh it was followed, must now he tiaced 
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ENGAL, united as it usually was witli Behar and Orissa, fomnsl 
so important a branch of the Mogul empire, that the goveimuent 
of it hecame an object of anihition to the leading inenihera of the 
imperial familyp and the aspirants to the throne of Delhi were 
more than once indelited for their .success to the Binows of war 
furnished by its revenues In the war of succession which was waged on the 
death of Amamgyiehe, Bahadur Shah, who, as the oldest son, undoubtedly 
possessed the best title, would in all probability have found it mmvailingi had 
he not been opportunely fmmshed -with the means of caraying on the contest by 
the arrival of liis son, AMin-'u-Shau, with, the treasures which he had amassed 
as ATeeroy of Bengal At a later period, when, on the death of Bahadur Shah, 
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Azini-i\-Sluui Jiuule an inuiloolual aitempi to .seize the throne, to the prejudice ad itov 
of lii.s elder hrntluu', who succeeded, and reign(‘dfor a .short period under the title 
of JehundiAv BhvvU, FavokHhiv, A/Am-wBlvons son, found an nsylmii in Ilengal, 

AV^here he had for a time, irominally at least, held the odieo of viceroy, and where 
]je leinaliusl .secure till he was ahle to issue at the head of a force which proved 
vicLorious, and ])laocd him on tlie imperial throne. These, however, were the 
hi.sL insLanees in whicli Delhi may he .said to liave leceivcd its emperors from 
liengal Vast jiohtical chano'cs were In progruss, and the time was evidently 
a])pvonehing Av’hcii the authority of the Great Mogul, though it might still con- 
timio to ho fonuall}' isxioguized, even in distant provinces, woidd cease to have 
any real existence, irho causes toiidiug to this result in Bengal were not so 
visibly manifc.sted as iji the Deccan, bnt they had long been at work, and Lad 
made its governors virtually iiide])endGnt. 

As early as the time of Aurimgzel)e, a governcjr of Bengal, who afterwairls .Jaaiorichaii 
aoquir’od colohriby under the. name of daffier Khan, had begiur to cherish ambi¬ 
tious designs Hu was the '•on of a i>oor Bralmun, and .spent the early part of 
Ills life at Lspahau, in the service of a Persian mcreluiiit, who had purchased him 
a.s a slave, and educated him a.s a Mahometan with his ovvii children. On the 
dt'Eith oi’the meroluint ho obtained bis freedom, and returned to luditr, where he 
was employed in a Huhorcliuatc siluti.tion by the Bewiin of Ber.ar. I-Tis expertness 
in accounts and generEil bn.sino.ss habits brought him under the notico f)f Anrimg- 
zehe, who made him dewau Hueccs.sively of flydcrabad and BengEd. Tlie latter 
position gEivo him full scope for the display of his tsdents; and by the intro¬ 
duction of \mri()u,s impi'ovojacnfc.s he added gi-eatly to the amount of tire revenue. 

He thus rose high in the favour of Aurungzobe, but at the same time incurred 

® ” . . A luatoij 

tJio haliruil of the vicertjy, Axim-u-Slian, who was so offended by his mterierenco 
in sdl pecuniary trsuisactiojis tlurt he sanctioned a plot agEunst his life. As 
much by Ins coimige as hi.s good fortune he escaped the dfiggers of the a.s.ssissins, 

EUid afterwards proceeding boldly to Azim-n-Shan’s psrhace, upbraided him as 
the author of the crime. The viceroy cowered before him, surd made .solemn 
protcsLsition of bis innocence; but the dewEiu vnis not to be duped, and took the 
most effectual mca.siij-e,s both to manifest 1n.s .snspicioms and gUExrd agEviu.st a 
repetition of the Eittempt Besides trEinsmitting sin authenticEited statement E)f 
the whole circumstances to Aurungzehe, he (quitted Dacca, where the vicerfxy 
resided, and removed, with all the officers of the dewany, to Moorshedabsul, wliieh 
in conseipicjice ultimately supphuited Dacca ex-s the capital of Bengal. In rctiinx 
for the dEWigers he had run new honoin'.s were conferred upon him; and at the 
txixxe of Aurungzelxe’s death he wei.s not only dewjiii of the three province.s x)f 
Boixgal, Behar, and Orisssi, but also invasbed with a large share of military 
authox’iby. 

Boi’tuiiately for tTsxfiier Khan the contest for the succession to tlie throne 
called awEiy Azim-u-Shan from Bengal, and thus delivered him from the enemy 
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V D 1711 from -wlioiii lie liad most to fear Faroksliir, indeed, wa.s loft to act as liis fatlH'r’s 
deputy, but liis authority, never coufirmed at Delhi, was easily set at nought, 
Fifiiti and JafFier Khan, hearing, among other lofty titles which Aufiingzehe had con- 
gniuuiiricnfc. fciTcd upoii luin, that of iKiwah, or nabob, continned to extend and consolidate 
his power All important and confidential .situations were filled by his oun 
relations and dejiendants; and thongli he had many enenii(M at court, he was 
able to render all their machination.s powerles.s, by the regnlarily with which 
he transmitted the revenue, increased by his exertions fiom .fl,()()t),00() to 
£1,500,000 .sterling To a court so neialy as that of Delhi, there could not he a 
greater recommendation of the merit of a provincial governor than the jmnctual 
arrival of long trains of hnUock-carts laden with hoxovS of treasure Still moie 
to conciliate favour, the strong military escort which aeconqiauiod ('aeh train 
brought with them, as presents to the emperor and his ministers, minihers of 
elephants, horses, antelope.s, hawks, shields made of rliinoceros hides, .sword- 

hlades, iSillud mats, 


- 


Haoki.uv on nuLioiK-OAiu Ciom Solvyii. Lio Himloitn 


Dacca mn.slins, Oossim- 
" various 

make Ihcm as widely 

„ „ known as poHfdhh', and 

gave them all the ap¬ 
pearance of great public events. He Inmbclf, accordingly, aiteiided hy his 
principal officers, accompanied the convoy some miles from Moor.shodahad ; and 
he,side.s intinrating its airpi-oach hy regular despatches to the vizier, caused it to 
he recorded and puhlishcd iu the royal gazettes By this puhlicatiou he not 
only relieved himself from I'espoii&ihility in the event of the convoy not reach¬ 
ing its destination, but gave the necessary information to the governors on tlio 
line of rorrtc, and loft them without excuse if they failed to provide for its safe 
tran.sport tlirough their tcrritorie.s 

Jaffier Kb air, presuming on the importance of the sei'vice Avhich ho thus ren¬ 
dered, and being bynaturo .strongtyinclined to aiddbrary measures, often streiclicd 
Iris authority to the ntraoat, and was guilty of many acts of oppression towai'ds 
both natives .and foreigner's. Tire desire to increase the revenue furnished him 


' of Bmgal, p. 380. of tlie towns if Ilindoostau, TUo Ilincloo oarlort aro 

= TUolmoWyis a cart consisting merely of an iron wltliout moroy for the 0).en yoked in the Imokorios; 
aslo, trsveraed by two largo bamboos, and is used for tlioy sit on iha polo, and twist the tails of tho poor 
conveying mBrchandiae; the whole is made of wood oxen in the moat oruel manner, goading tliom at tho 
without any piece of iron, They ate ooramoo in many same time with sticks pointed with iron.;— Solvyn,. 



CUAP VIII] 


JAFFIEE KHAN’S GOVERNMENT'. 


519 


witli a pi'otcxL ior numerous exactions He was too cleai-sighted not to per- ad i-ao 
ceivo how inucli loreign commerce contributed to the general prosperity of the 
covmtry, lunl ho was therefore disposed to deal lihendly with Mogul and 
Arabian rnerchants, strictly prohibiting the custom-liouse oflicers from deniaud- 
iug more than the prescribed duties of 2,‘ per cent, and the regulated fee.s. The 
Euro])eana, on the contrary, he regarded with the utmost jealousy, and would 
fain have expelled them from the country altogether. He hated them with all 
the rancour of Mahometan bigotry; ho believed them to bo politically dangerous; 
and he could not understand why the English in jnirticular .should be exempted 
I'roin duties which all others were obliged to pay. Under the influence of .such 
feelings, he soon made themawiu-e that they must either fun go this pi'ivilege, 
or compensate for it hy pre.scnt.s renewed a.s often as he chose to intimate tliat 
he expected them. The system thu.s piu’sued jmoved so capricious and oppres- uoimtatwi, 
.sLve, that the East, India Company resolved to bring their case under the notice lunv to 
of the emperor, by .sending a deimtation or emba.s.sy to Delhi The result of this 
embassy, which Look place during the reign of I'arokshir, Inis been already men¬ 
tioned. That monarch—influenced, partly hy the magnificence of the presents 
which the ambas.sadors brought with them, partly by the grudge which he bore 
tho nabob for having not onl}'- treated him snperciliou.sly when he was nominal 
Viceroy of Bengal, hut also openly set him at defiance when he would have 
supplanted him in his goveimment; and, above all, by gratitude to the .surgeon 
of the embas.sy tor effecting a euro on his person after all the native physicians 
had failed—granted the demands of the Company to their utmo.st extent. In 
])oint of fact, however, their success was only partial. The nabob, witliout ven¬ 
turing to (jue.stion tlie authority which conferred the prlvilege.s, put his own 
interpretation upon them, and was thereby able to render .some of them inopera¬ 
tive. Still a. very decided advantage had been gained; and Portuguese, Arme¬ 
nian, Mogul, and Hindoo merchants, fixing their residence in Calcutta, in order 
to enjoy the protection of the English flag, added rapidly both to its popidatioii 
and it.s wealth. 

During the troubles which preceded and immediately followed the de]30.sition 
and death of Earokahir, he quietly looked on, a,s if he had been an unconcerned kiwh m 
spectator; but as soon :u) Mahomed Shah .seemed firmly seated on the throne, he 
resumed his intercourse with Delhi, and by sending- his usual escort of revenue 
and pre,sents, found no dilHculty in obtaining a conlirmation of his government. 

This, howevei’, was now of comparatively little consequence to him personally, as 
he was far advanced in years. An object nearer his heart was the continuance 
of the government in his fiunily. He had no son, and wished to give the suc¬ 
cession to Serferaz or ISuffraze Khan, his grandson by an only daughter.^ Her 
husband, Shujah-u-din Khan, was still alive, and thought liimself bctte/entitled 
to the government than his own son, who indeed had no claim to it except what 
was derived from the fondness of a doting grandfather, He therefore intrigued' 
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iit Ilellii, and succosstYdly -Lliwavtcd Uio designs of JaAk'r fvlian, avIio, nnnlihs to 
ol)(j;un the govevumeiit for liis favuiu'itc, did iiH lie could to c<JHii)en,S!ito liini by 
delivorhie" to him on his death-hed the k(‘y ot all his trea.siuos and vahiahlo.Sj 
and appointing hiiri by will Loth hi.4 puLHe and Ids pi'ivate .sncecssof. 

Immediately on the death of Jaifier Khan, in 1725, Shnj.ah Khan and Ida 
son, who a[)pe!U' prevtonsly to have kept <‘ach other in the dark a.s to tlieir real 
intentions, came to an nnderstimding The foiinev aeeoi'dingly Look (jniet pos- 
acsshjti of the government; a.nd the latter consented to wait till the aiu'cesaicn), 
now assumed to he liereditary, .should o])en to him hy coui'se of nainro At 
the time when Shujah Khan thus seated himself on the nmaund of Heugal, 
he was and had long been deputy-governor of Orissa.. Hhoitly aftei-he had 
feed his residence at Cuttack, the capital of this govcrinnent, a person iiiuned 
Muza Mahomed, related to him b}'’ marriage, ai rived with hi.s two .sons, and 
were all adnuttofl into Ids .service. The two sons—tlui elder named llajl 
Ahmod—the younger Mirza Mainnned Ali, hot better Icuown by Ihe name of 
All Verdj' Kliau—were iuen of t/dent and cdiaation, and made theiiiwt'lve.s ,so 
useful to Shujah Khan, that they obtained a eomjdeto n.seendeucy ovei him. A.s 
a matter of eonrse they accompanied him to I’engal, and l)e('am(', induential 
members of Ids government Sorieraz Khan, in inpdement of the agreeiueid, 
made with Ids father, became Dewan of Bengal; but all the real powei' centred 
in a c(juneil consisting of the above Mvo hrothers, imd two llindoo.s—ih(i oiu', Iloy 
Alum CUund, who, under the iiaino of comptroller of the housdiold, perfoi'inotl 
all ilie dutie.s pertaining to the office of den an, wliile iSerfernz Khun only 
lujininally held it—and the other the imperial hanker, J ngguL yeat. 

For a time the mildness and 0 (piity of Sluijali Tvlian’s government cmitrastod 
favourably with the .severity ami injustice which had too otUm characi.c'rized 
the measure,s of Jaffier Khan. All his couneil were men of talents, and without 
haviirg i-ecourse to the oppro.ssive exactions of Ids predecessoi’, tlic rcvenne,s wore 
so well managed, that he avus able even to increa,so the. enstomar}' sum .sent to 
Delhi. He tlm.s .stood high in fjivonr at that court, ami not only obtained, vvdth 
many honourable titles, a contlrination of the government of Bengal and Orissa, 
but a re-aimexation of the province of Behar, Avldch had been di.sse-viu'ed from it. 

This apparent increase of power ultimately proved the ruin of Ids family. 
The government of Behar fell vacant, and the nabob committed the fatal nds- 
take of conferring it on All Voi-dy Khan. This crafty and talented firvonrlte 
proceeded foithwitli to Patna, the capital, and at tlie very outset as.sumcd 
almost regal .state, being accomiraniod hy au escort of 5000 troops. The troubled 
state of the coAintry was the pretext; hut there cannot he a doubt that at this 
early period he AAm.s meditating tlie designs Avliicli he aftcrAvai’d carried into 
execution. Shortly after Ife arrival at Patna, lie took a body of Afghans into 
hfe service. These, ffir superior in native courage and discipline to the ordinary 
Indian troops, put him in possession of a power which could hardly fail to give 
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liiiii ibe sdcitory when the struggle which he contemplated .should come to he ad uj-j 
de(h(l(id. Meanwhile, yiiujah Khan ceased to fulfil the early promise of his 
governmeiit, and exchajiged its cares for indolence and lu.xur 3 s He was thus 
governor only in name, and left all iinpoitant affairs to be managed chiefly by 
tlic ndlueuoe of Ilaji Ahmed Tin' two brothers were thus ei abled to play 
into each other's hands, and make all necessary arrangemenis for an emcigeiicy 
wliich was cx])ccted .soon to ari.so f'hey .saw that Sliujah Klums life Avas fast 
drawing to a close, and they deemed it iimieceM.sary to distmh h'ni in his pos- 
.sessicju Towards hi.s .son, liowevei-, their feelings Avere very difhi'eiit, and they 
had ah’uady set on foot a coiir.se of intrigrie, hj’’ Avdiich they hoped to gain over 
the court of Delhi to their intere.st, and .set the elaini.s of Serferaz aside Defore 
their schemes Avoro matured, Delhi itself Ava.s in the hands of the Pensian con¬ 
queror, Nadir Shah, and Shujah Khan died Ali Verdy Khau had previously ne.itu.>f 
secured his nomination to the government of Ifehar, free from ajAy dependence 
on Ifengal; hut the higher objocts to which his andAition pointed had not been 
secured, and yw'fcA’az Khan took imdi.sjnited po.sses.sio\3 of the government in 
accovdaueo Avith his father’,s Avill, Avhich, Avhile it appointed him heir, bound 
him to act in all aifair.s of moment by the advice of Haji Ahmed, Koy Alum 
Ohmul, and Juggut Seat. Stufeiuz, thougfi he jn'oraised com] lianec with this 
oonditiou, could not have been sincere, foi he had already hcionie aAvare tliat 
Haji Aljiiied was leagued Avitli liis brother Ali Vcr<ly in plottiiig hi.s OAmr- 
throAV. So fill', thercfoi'o, was he from iutendiiig to take him into his comicil, 
tbat lie wa,s bent on destroying him, and only waited for an opportunity. It 
Avas necesvsary, however, to jAvoceerl with caution The person of Haji might 
easily have been seizerl, as he resided in Moorsliedabad; but Ali Verdy being 
at Patna, could not bo reached, atid would certainly break out in open revolt 
the monxent any ho.stile in-ocecdings Avere adorxted again.st hi.s brother. Had 

It-* ^ ^ 1 1 • 1 ITT Bni, Psinfuiuz 

Seriemz lUaiu ]xifiSGS.sefT oommun prudoiico ma niwcTeiioii, ho woxila nave Kium 
secured himself again,st the design.s of the brothers, hy courting the esteem and 
attachment of the other tAVo members of hi.s council. Instead of thi.s comse, 
which good feeling as av<j11 a,s sound policy dictated, he iirsultcd both, and con¬ 
verted them into implacable enemie.s When Alum Clnmd, after obtaining a 
private interview, ventured to use the freedom of an ancient counsclloi-, and to 
reinon.strate Avith his new master on the uotcu-ioxis licentiousness of his private 
life, and his total neglect of all serious public business, his counsel was scorned, 
and be only called forth a volley of ignominlons abuse and invective. The 
treatment of Juggut Seat was still more outrageous. The fame of a lady of 
exqui,site beauty, Avhom the banker’s son had married, excited the nabob’s 
curio.sity, ajid he insisted on seeing her. According to oriental ideas there 
could not be a grosser insult; but Serferaz Khan, jmeustomed to listen only to his 
passions, which had been indulged to such an extent as to impair his intellect, 
was not to bq dis,suaded, and the lady, after Juggut Seat had implored in vain 
Von I 60 
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for tlic lioiimir of liis fiimily, was carried to the [lalaco in the evening. Nfo 
violence was offered lier, but even momentary oxpo.snre to tlic rndo gaze of tlie 
llcontlons nahoL wns dishonour which was not to lie ('(faced, and could only he 
avenged, I'h'oni this moment Serferaz Klian was left without a sincere liiend; 
and those who, for his father’s sake, Avore once disposed to have stood lilce a 
shield around him, eiihircd eagerly into a cous[)iraey to effect his ruin. 

The primary olijcct of the conspiracy wnis to make All Vcnly Klian Nahoh 
of Bengal. To give some colour to the proceeding, application was made to Ihe 
i-eigning emperor, Mahomed Shall, who, having never eonfinned Serferaz Khan 
ill his governineut, was easily induced to regard him as an nsnrper, and set him 
aside to make way for one vvho, wdiile he far surpassed him in tah'iits, promised 
to eni'ieh the Delhi treusiny by the present payment of XI,000,000 sterling, the 
transmission of Serferaz Khan’s coiiiiseated propirtyand elli'cts—A’-alui'd at 
several millions more, and the future deliver.y of tile revenue with all the punc¬ 
tuality which had been irhserved hy Jaflior Khan. The coiitemjilatcd revolu¬ 
tion thus ohtained a kind of legal sanction, and si cured ihe snpiiort ol’ many 
who prohahly Avould have stood a]oof if it ha,d continued to wear its original 
form of conspiracy and rebellion. 'Everything being now ])repared, one ohsiaelc 
remained to be siirnioimted. Ilajl, with his family, rvas still at Moorshedaliad, 
and com]i]etcly at the mercy of Serferaz Khan, who, the moment the conspiracy 
was unfolded, would certainly make them the first victims of his j'agc and ven¬ 
geance By means of a series of dexterous and nnscrupnlons numix'nvi'es, the 
nabob was deluded into the belief that ITaji’s absence would prove his best 
security, and lie allowed bira to depart with his fnnily for raina. Ali Verdy, 
now free to act, at once commenced operations, and advanced with sueli I'apidity^ 
that bis movements were not known at Moorsbodabad till be had surmonuted 
the dilHcult passes of Ten'iagully and Sicklygnlly, among the Rajauiabal Hills, 
where his progress might liave been arrested, and about to penetrate into the 
very heart of Bengal, Serferaz Khan, confounded at the iiitc'lligcnce, looked 
about in vain for the counsel and aid of wliidi lie had deprived himself hy his 
gross misconduct. At last, however, after wasting some time in unavailing 
negotiation, he began to display an energy of wliiclx he had not previously been 
deemed capable, and hastily collected an army of 30,000 men, Avith which he 
encamped on a plain near Comra, about twenty-tAvo miles north of his capital. 
Though superior in numbers. Ids troops Avere no niatcli for Ali 'Eerdy’s Afghans, 
Avho speedily decided the fortune of the day. On seeing that all Avas lo,yt, Sor- 
feraz Khan refused to join the fugitive.s, and rushed into the tliickost of the 
enemj', AAdien, after he had nearly expended his whole quiver of arrows, he 
fell pierced through the forehead by a musket-ball. 

Ali Verdy, following up his victory, entered Moorshedabad without opposi¬ 
tion, and seated himself on the inusdnd. The odious goveminent of his predo- 
cessor made the change generally acceptable, and all ranks hastened to congra- 
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hilate and do homage to tlie new nabob. He proved not nnv''ortliy of it. a.d. 1741. 

Conti'ary to tlie usual pi'actioe of eastern conquerors, Ite di,splayed no thirst for . 

l:)lood, and not only spared Serferaz Khan’s sons, but pensioned tlieni, and sent Gmenimcnt 
them to re,side, with some degree of state at .Dacca, Tlie only quarter in wliicli ^ 
the new government met with open hostility was in Ori,s.sa. Here .Moorshad 
Ci:)oly Klian, a brother-in-law of the. late nabob, was governor. Being well 
aware that it wois intended to di,spossess him, lie at first endeavoured to make 
terms, but the utmost he could obtain was to quit the province with hi.s pro¬ 
perty and family, without being subjected to molestation. As lie was not of a 
warlike temperament, he would probably have submitted, liad not a bolder 
course been almost forced upon him by his wife and the hading members of 
his court. Having determined on resistance, be at once rai.'ed the standard of 
revolt, and sent .A.11 Verdy a letter of defiance. The example might soon have nevoiior 
spread, and therefore Ali Verdy, without losing a moment, left his brother orta" " " 
Haji in charge cif tlie governiuent of Bengal, and hastened forward at the head 
of Ins troops to commence the campaign. 'J.’he ultimate result could hardly be 
doubtful, tlioiigii. the struggle proved longer ami more formidable than had 
been anticipated. Instead of waiting to be besieged in Cuttack, his cajntal. 
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Moorshad Cooly nioved northwards to Balasore, and adittle beyolicl it pecupied; 
a po,siti6n >vliere bis cainp, besides being fortified and defended by ;fi()0 ctinilon, 
was rendered almost, iiKiccessibleIiy a,Hver a.nd;lsuyi'Ouhding forests,:; Had :the 
Hiinic wisdom bc'on displayed in maintaining tins pasition as in selecting it, Ali 
'Verdy Avouhl: have gained no lauixdsy . fifiiAqiqpnlafe then’ owni 

goyeriipr,: Refused to furnish^ ihim ■ sfipjfiie^;land:;;h^ to melt; 

awa} botli by faininc and desertion. The, impatience and i'aslines,s of Mlrza 
Bokor Khan, the cnomy'.s geiunal, brought on a battle at the very time when 
he ought to have avoided it, and the nabob gained a victory so complete that 
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IVroorslinil Cooly, finrlhig no safely williiii fclic province, was glad lo seek an 
asylnin in Masulipalain 

Ali Verdy, Lelieving that tlio insurieclion was at an end, gave the govorn- 
inent of Orissa to iSyed Aluircd, his hvother’s .secorid son, and set out Ibr Iksigal. 
He wa.s scarcely seated in the ca[»ital wlan intelligcMice arrivt'd which left him 
no alternativci l)ut to retrace his stc'ps Sjo'd Ahnu'd, by [)iolligaey and viudie- 
tivenoss, had. renduj'cd Idinsell' so ohnoxioiis that n new insnrreetion, headed hy 
linker Khan, had broken o>it, and made liiin prisoner. Tlie fanu' of the nabob 
as n warrior was now so widely spread that his mere presence in Oris.sa snfHced 
to dissipate tlie j-evolt. Delighted not luoio at its snp])ression than at tlu' reco¬ 
very of Ids nephew, h(' again settled the ptovince. which, as it was no longei- to 
ho governed hy Syed Ahmed, hut hy an officer of exi)erienoo, was expected to 
give no further tronhlc In tins belief, Ali Verdy <Hsbiinded the gis'att'v part 
of the troops he had lirought svith him; and, escorted onl_y hy aliont aOOO hoi-sc', 
])roceoded hy slow stages for Dcngai, amusing himself on the way with hunting 
After passing the frontiers of Orissa, he had entered the district of MidnapoK', 
and was eneainped near its capital, witen he was startled hy tiie intelligence 
that Eosker Emit, in the service of Rngojee Elionsla, a, M’ahvatia (;hief, who had 
eatahllshed hiinsclf in possession of Eerar, had arrived in Eengal, at the bead 
of a fortnidalilc army, with the professed object of levying the chnut, hut ]nore 
probably with tho hope of making a xxn-Jimnent conquest. The iiahol) hiid not 
been unaware of the intended invasion, hut expected that it would he made 
from tho north-west through Eehar, and at so late a period as would give him 
ample time to reach Mooi-shcdabad and provide sulKeient means of del'enee. 
He was therefore taken completely h,y snrpi-ise when ho k'arm'd that bliey had 
entered hy Orissa, and were following close upon his track. He immediately 
hastened northward to Eurdwan, expecting that he might ho able tlierc iiO 
deposit his heavy baggage in safety. He had only reaeho,d it when tho arrival 
of the Mahrattas was arinoimccd hy smoking villages and the heljk'ss inhahi- 
tants fleeing in terror before them. The Mahratta commander, with the usual 
policy of his nation, avoided a general action, and after scumral skirmislK's 
endeavoured to induce the nahoh to buy liim off bj'- oftering to witluiraw on 
the payment of a heavy conti’ibution. Still hoping to he able to reach his 
capital, AJi Verdy refused to submit to the humiliating tm-ms, and made an 
effort to eontinuo Ms retreat. With this view he gave orders that the heavy 
camp-folio vers should remain at Eurdwan, biit the terror had now 
become so genemJ that the orders were disobeyed, and the confusion hcscame 
inextricable. The gi-eater part of the baggage, artillery, and tents foil into tho 
hand.s of the enemy. 

The nabob would now gladly have escaped by pajdng the contribution, ftr.st 
demandeel, Tt was no longer in his option. Bosker Punt, who would have 
, been satisfed &i one time with ten laes of rupees (XI 00,000), was tho well 
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aware of the advanLiige lie hart gained, and refu'je<l to take tc^s titan a uj'ore 
(£1,000,000), together witli all tlio eleplianty. Desperate as the case was, aiij 
risk was hotter than this igtiouiiny; and after a struggle of four da 3 -s, during 
whieli new losses and hardshi]i,s were endured, the naboh succeeded in placing 
the Ehagaruttoe ])etween hint and Ids ])ur.suors. Here Nnaijish Mahomed, the 
eldest son of his hrotln'r Hnji, joined lain with a considerable reinforcement, 
and ho found little difficulty in obtaining sufficient supplies. Jt was now Dos- 
ker Punt’s tnni to take alarm, The rainy season had commenced, and the 
whole country was bocoiuiug inundated. It seemed madnefas to remain, and he 
would have departed harl not a bolder spirit than Ins own inteiferod. An Arab 
by oi'igin, of the name of Mccr Ilubbeeb, wa.s Dewau of Orissa when Mourshad 
Cooly gov('rned it, and made no scruple, when sati.sfied a,s to the winning .side, 
to fihandou Ids old niastoi' and take service under Ali Verdy. Hi,s only object, 
liowevcr, was to serve himself; and hn.ving been taken, or rathei’, lanhaps, 
allowed himsolf to he taken jirisouev by the Mahrattas, he ingratiated himself 
with tlieir commander, and was soon the most inllucntial, as lie Avas certainly 
tlie ablest t)r hi.s adviscu's l<'roin his thorough knowledge of the country he Avas 
able to turn eveiy oircumstanco to advantage, and Avhen Bosker Punt spoke of 
I'C'treat, pointed to ilio defenceless state of Moorshedabad. Wlien Bo.sker Punt 
liesitatiid, ho vohiut(jercd to snrjn'ise it, and avuh pi’uvidcd with a detaclmieni 
for that pm'])0,s(3. T’hc nabol) obtaining intelligence of bis dc[)arbur(>, tiled to 
outstrip him. He was a day too late. Mcer liubboch laid already plundered 
the suburbs, and extorted from the, banker, Juggut iScat, a sinn which has been 
estimated at .£2,500,0(10 .sterling. Tlie success of this expedition induced Bosker 
Punt to abandon tlio intention of returning to Berar, and he encamjied for the 
rainy season at Outwah, on the Hoogliljc 

Though the season made opei'ations on a large scale impossible, the Mahrat- 
taa made repeated iucm'.sion,s, and were at last masters of the whole of Bengal 
Avest of tlie Ganges, except Moonshedabad and its environs. The nabob, con¬ 
tented in the meantime Avltli the possession of liis capital, continued .strength¬ 
ening its woi’ka and making preparations for a decisive campaign. Ills 
re,sources on the east of the Ganges Avere stiU unimpaired, and hi,9 troo^is, 
placed in cantonments and almndantly supplied Avitb provisions, suffered few 
privations. Tt avus otheinvise with the inhabitants of the districts oven’iin by 
the oneTny, Plunclcrod of their property, and pursued by fire and sAA^ord, multi¬ 
tudes flc;l across the riAmr, cawying their terrors along "with them, and sought 
ahelter and proteetion in Calcutta. Even Ivere the alarm became general; and 
an entrenchihent, afterwards known by the name of the Mahratta Ditch, Avas 
commenced. It Ayas intended to oany it I'Oimd the territory, and form an 
inclosnre seven miles in extent; hut as the Malu-atfcas did not attempt to cross 
the river, and were believed not to possess the necessary means, the Avork Avas 
abandoned when scai'cely half the distance Avas completed. At the same time 


AD 1742. 


iliratta 
mtaaiou of 
Boil gal. 



526 


JiLSTOHY OF INDIA 


I Liooic III, 


A n 171 


A!l 

jissumf-i t!\o 
ollnii'.ivo, 
cind IS VKJ 
toUOU->. 


disunion 


when the ditch waK l)e 3 'un, permission was obiiiined IVoin the nabob to fortify 
the Ooin]iany',s factory at (Jo.ssiml.iazar, liy surroniidiug it with a brick Avail, 
llaiibed Avith bastions at the angles 

As soon ns tlie dry season coinnien<-ed, All Venly boldly assumed the offen¬ 
sive by crossing the Jlhagnrnttee on a biidgo ol boats Another strcani, AAdiich 
it Avas still necessary to cross in order to come to elo'-o (|i!arter,s wltli the enemy, 
was In'idged in the same manner; and though a.serions loss was sustained by the 
sinking' of a boat near the centre, when scarcely a hall of the tvoo])s hatl passed, 
the Mahrattas Avero so intimidate<I on seeing themsilves about to ho attacked, 
that they (led with the utmost precipitation, seeking- to gain the passes which 
led through the forests of Pachete into Behar. 'I'he rapidity of the pursuit 
having Frustrated thi.s intention, they snddeidy doubled ujioii their track, passed 
castAvard through the foi'csts of Bishenjiore, and gained tlu' ojien country. The 
nabob, thus out-inaiKCuvrcd, retraced his .steps, Prom some ean.se not easil}^ 
explained, Bosker Punt changed his ta,etic.s. and inslead of coiitiiming his llight, 
advanced to olfor battle. The encounter took ]daee at Midniipore, and resulted 
in the eomploto defeat of the Mahrattas. who at once evneuated Bengal, and 
made the best of their way liaek to Bcrar, 

Ali Verdy returned in triuui])h to Ids capital, hut not to enjoy a long repose, 
Ragqjee Bhonsla, di.sa 2 ij)ointed and enraged at the (hdeab of hi.s general, detor- 
min(id to take the field in person. Fortnnatidy for the na,hol) the Mahrattas 
were at this time divided into two powerful factions, The. ohjeet of contention 
wa.s the office of PeisliAva, Avho, as the rajah had be('n reduced to a mere cipher, 
Avas to all intents the real head of the Mahratta eonfeiloracy. The rival claiiu- 
ants Avere ilagqjcc Bhonsla a,nd Balajce Rao. 'I'he latter iiroveil .suoecssful, hut 
the strife was not ended, and Ragojeo no sooner entered Bengal in one diroction 
than Baliijee made his ftpj.tearancc in another Ali Verily’s course ol'jiolicy Avas 
plain, and he lost no time in i)m'clui.sing' the alliance of Balajee, avIio td. once 
took the burden of the Avar upon liimself, and drove hi.s rival countryman 
before him without being obliged to strike a blow. E.a,gojeo Bhonsla, notwith¬ 
standing this secoml failure, clung tenaciously to his pin-poso, and the very next 
year after he had been ignoininiously chased from Bengal, sent Bosker Punt 
once more into it at the head of 20,000 cavalry. Ilia aims, however, were 
Bomowhat IcAAmrcd. He liad once been .sangmhio of con(]Ucat, hut he would now 
he satisfied Avith money. Bo,sker Ava,s accordingly imstructed to offer' peace in 
return for such a contribution as Balajee AAms su 2 ') 2 )osed to have received. Ali 
Verdy had hitherto been contented to meet his enemies in the open Held, hut 
as defeat after defeat appeared to have no effect, he re,solved to got rid of them 
at all events, thoirgh it should ho by means of an atrocity. Taking advantage 
of the inerceiiury spirit which had been so une([uivocally displayed, he jrrofessod 
to be extremely anxious for a termination of hostilities, and sent two of his 
principal officers to the Maliratta camp, -with instructions to temi)t Bosker Punt 
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ti) ail interview, by yi'ouiising to concede whatever lie blioiild ask. Accordingly, a d in2 
wneii he deiunnded heavy contributions, he was told that lie had only to jxiy 
the nabob a visit in order to obtain them. His avarice hiiuded him to the 
(huig'cr, and on a lixed day, moving out with the gieater part uf his army from 
(Jutwall, where it had boon encamped, lie ch'cw it up in order of battle, and 
inhuuiced with his principal olliccrs and attendants to the tent where the nabob 
was waiting to give them audience. T he rest is soon told. A band of assassins ijaichcroiLs 
had been concealed within tlie screens around the tent, and only waited a sig- aluT 
11 al to coinuience their horrid butchery. When the Mahratta ollicens entered, 

Ali Vei'dy eagerly asked which was Bo,skcr Punt, and on Ids being pointed out, 
cried aloud, “Cut down the iniidel!” In air instant Bosker and nineteen chiefs 
who had aceoinpanied him were desjiatchcd. To complete the ati'ocity, Ali 
Verdy put himself at the head of his troops, and without any note of warning, 
charged the Mahratta lino, which immediately gave way and fled in confusion. 

All Verdy gained little hut infamy hy this ahominable treachery. As a 
just retribution, his jn-incipal general, Mustapha Khan, to whom he was in- 
dohted foi- most of Ids vioLories, )'o.se in arm.s against him; liis brother Haji, 
offendccl at being refused an unreasonable rcque.st, retired in disgust to Patna, 
to waste the re,sidue of a long life in sensual indulgences; and his favourite 
grandson, wlioiii he had destined for his heir, and spoiled by excessive indul¬ 
gence, becoming too impatient to wait for the snect’S.sion, endeavuiu'ed to seize 
it by force. Nor were the Mahrattas slow to avenge their murdered country- Einirora- 
men. Year after year Ragojee Blionsla headed an invasion of .some part of siiihmtttn 
Bengal, and when he died, his son and successor, Janojee, continued tlie warfare 
with the same indomitable energy. Tlie ultimate result was, that Ali Verdy, 
worn out by years and iuce.ssaut fatigue, and broken in liealth, was obliged to 
comiiound witli Ida relentless enemies by ceding to them the whole province of 
Orissa, and agreeing, moreover, to pay twelve lacs of rnpeos annually. This 
was truly a recognition of the claim to levy chout in Bengal; hut to save the 
nabob's dignity, that obnoxious term was not used in the treaty, which simply 
declared that the payment was to he made “on condition that the Malnattas 
should not again set foot in Lis Idglmess's territories.” That there might he no 
doubt as to tlie limit thus fixed, it was added that “ the river Soonamooky, 
which runs by Balasore, should be considered as the hoimdary between the two 
dominions; and that the Mahrattas should never cross that river, nor even set 
a foot in its waters.” 

Before the nabob consented to this treaty, he had been rendered almost nagtcai 
broken■ hearted by the tragical deaths of Ids brother Haji and his lavomite AiiYmdyB 
nephew, Zyn Addoen. The one, as already mentioned, had retired to Patna uei-new. 
in disgust, and the other was residing in it as governor of Beliav, when the 
nabob, having discovered that two Afghan chiefs, Shunisheer Khim and Berdar 
Khan, wore intiiguing with the Mahratta^, dismissed them and their followers 
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fvojii his R(H’viee. Tlio whole, iiiiiullering- aboiii 8000 men, arrived in ilio vici- 
niLy ot Piitiia. Tlieir prescueo could not lie viewed wiihouL alarm, and it was 
deuinod necessary to g(;t rid ol them hy some mcaivs, Coul or liur. Jlaji is said 
to have propos(!<l a sehcuio fo)- assassinating the leadei’s, hut 'Ayu ilddeciii, win*, 
though the youngest of the nahoh’s jiephcwH, was expecting to succeed him, 
thouglit it good policy t(* conciliate the Afghans, whose military prowess would 
give him a (hnideil superiority over all lival elaiinauts. d’he uahoh is said to 
have preferred assassination as the safer policy, lint at last, ovmrcome by the 
urgency of his iiejihew, who ri'jiresonted that tiny wcnc anxious to make their 
submission, he, autliori/.cd him to receive, it. d'hc iieAV terms of service having 
been adjusted, Zyn Addecrr, anxious to give the ehidh a proof of his eonfidenee, 
and obviate any foar.s they migdit have oj‘ ti't'anhery, r-eccived thoir vi,sit,s of 
ceremony, on heing restored to favour, in the absence of his guards and pre.scuee 
of only a few household o(Heci\s. The first <lay, given to Berdar Khan, passed off 
(piietly I'lie seeoml day was alhittcd to iShumahoer Khan, flis approaeii was 
aimounei'd by the arrival of nearly lOOO Afghan infantry, who arranged tlii'in- 
Htilves iu the suprarc of the palace. Iimriediatidy after the hall <if audiemoe was 
entovod by a, chief name.d Moriul Sheer Kluui, and a (.aowd of (*(llc(n's, who 
pressed forward to imesent their ofleriugs. While Zyn Addeim was i\iteut on 
the ceronmny, one of the Afgliaua aimed a blow a,i. him with his dagger. It 
inisaed, but Mora,d Sheer Khan imuicdiately followed it ii]i with his sahrii, and 
the governor fell dead on the pillow of his musmid. llaji was the next victim, 
hut was uot permitted to die. so easily. He was Icnown to have accumulated 
vast wealth; but, when dragged before Shumsheer Kluin, refused to disc’ovor it. 
Every kind of torture and iguommy lailed to overeoiuo Ids firinmfflN, and at 
la,st, after seventeen days of inde.scribablc suheriug, death ca.me to his relief. 
On searching his hoiuso, seventy lac.s of rupee.s (X700,0f)()), besides jewels aud 
oilier valuables to a great amount, were, found hurled. The iiisurgeuLs gather¬ 
ing around them all the discoutcuted sjiivits of Behav, gained possession of ihe 
entire province, and were even able, by leaguing with the Mahratias, to ihreatem 
Bengal. Tlie nabob, howevei', roused hy the .strongest of all motives, di,splayed 
even more than his wonted ability arid intrepidity, and gained two victories 
ill a single day, iu the one avenging his nuirileri'd kindred hy defeating and 
slaying Bhunisheer Khan, and in the other', not so much defeating as terri- 
fying the Mahrattas, who, after they Jiad drawn up for the encounter, ibid iu 
confusion, without venturing to risk it. 

After the treaty concluded with the Mnliratta,s in 1751, All Verdy eiijoyed 
■some respite from tire toils of war. He wms .suffering, however, both from age 
and disease, and died of dropsy in 175G. He had attained his oightieth year. 
Death at such a iieriod of life can Bcareely ho ssiid to have been I)a,stenod by any 
adventitious cause, and yot it is thought that he might have lived longer had 
he not heen visited anew hy domestic calamities. His own family consisted 
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only of three daugliLers, whom ho married to his three nephews The tragical a d irsi, 
death oi the youngest at Patna has already been x’oeordod. Tlie eldest, Nuazish 
Mahomed, who wa.s gt)vcrnor ot Dacca, and the second, Syed Ahmed, who for 
many years had ))ecn governor of Parneah, where by good conduct he rccuveied 
the charactoi’ which he liad lost by his disastrous government of Oiib.sa, died of 
fever, within a few mouth,s of each other, just before their uncle wa.s seized with 
his last fatal illness. 'J'lie only .surviving- niemLf‘i.s of the nahoh’.s family were 
his eldest daughter, Gheseety Begum, the widow of Nuazish Mahomed, and two 
grandsons; the one Shokut Jung, the .son of Syed Ahmed, whom he succeeded 
in the government of Purneab, and the other Siu-aj-ad-Dowlah, or, as he is 
usually called, Sm-ajah Dowlah, the .son of Zyn Addccn, and tlic successor to smy.ii. 
the nabob,ship. This youth, who has already bein seen ungratefully taking up ..pim.'itci 
arms against his graudfiither, was stained with many other crimes. Several " 

as,sa.sslnatLon.s ^vere known to have been perpetrated at his instigation; and 
tliere was no kind of vice with which he had not gxoAvn familiar. Ali Verdy 
wa,s not ignorant of his real character, and trul}'- described it on his death-bed, 
when, on being asked hy some of hi.s women to j-ecoinmeAul them to the care of 
his .siiGce,ssor. lie answered with a ghastly smile, that “ if he should for three days 
behave dutifully to hi,s grandmother, then they might entertain hope.s of his 
tcnderne,ss.’’ 

The iiT.'itioual partiality which Ali Verdy entertained for this worthle,ss 
youth was hi.s greatest folly, and the iniquity of appointing him to succeed him 
in the government, while aware how incapable he wa,s of di.scharging its duties, 
is one of tlu; blackest stains on lii.s memory, d'lie inhabitants of Bengal, though 
shocked at the crimes which the nabob committed in usurping the government, 
and in ridding himself of his enemies when thej'- threatened to be too strong for 
him, felt tluvt on the whole he had ruled them -wisely and justly, and were sin¬ 
cerely attached to him. It was a poor return for their attachment to place them 
at the mercy of an ignoi’ant, rapacious, heartless profligate. 

During the sixteen years of Ali Verdy’s government, the East India Com- sniooftiw 
pauy had not much rea,son to complain. Lilio the inhabitants generally, they piaaKkuej- 
suffered by tlie unsettled .state in which the country was kept by intestine dis- vmiy' 
sensions and Maliratta incursions; bub their privileges rvero respected, and the 
few irregular contributions exacted from them amounted to so small a percen- 
t.ag-e on their investments, as not seriously to affect the profits. Wo have seen 
that during the general alaimr produced by the Maliratfcas, Ali Verdy alloAA'-ed 
the Maliratta Difieh to bo dug and the factory of Cos.siiubazar to be jmt hi some 
state of defence, lie was not disposed, however, to permit any encr-oachment 
on his prerogative, and peremptorily prohibited the British and French, when 
at war, froib carrying on any hostilities -within his dommions. It would even 
seem that he eyed the progre-ss of the European companies with a degree of 
8U.ypicion, and had a pre,sentiment of the ascendency which they were destined 
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t(j ebtablisli. On one occasion he said, “he I'eared Lliat idler his death the Euro¬ 
peans wonld hecome masteia of many ])arLs of ELiudoostan;” and on anoLher 
occasion, wlien nrged by Mnstapha Khan, who was then lu.s nio.sL inilueudal 
counsellor-, “Lo expel the English fi-oni Calcutta anrl seize their wealth,” he 
gave no answer till Miistapha had j-otir-ed, and then obaerved Lo one of his 
nephews, who had seconded Mustapha’a iniquitous pr()p(..sal, “My child, Mustii- 
pha Khan is a soldier, and wishe,s us to be constantly in nec'd of his .service; 
hut how came you to join in his recpicst? What liav(' tl e Engli.sh done against 
me, that I .shonld use them ill! It is now difficult to cxting'uLsh hre on land; 
hut should the ,sea be in (lames who can put tlicin out/ Never li.stcn to .such 
advice as hi,s, for the re.sulL would probably he fatal.” d'hi.s distinct alhrsion to 
naval warfare show.s that he had formed a just conco[)tiou of the main arm of 
Ihitish power, arid deprecated collision with it as at once uujustdiahle luxl 
])erilous. It would have been well for Surajah Dowlah bad ho entered into the 
enlarged view,s wliieli dictated this advice, and acted upon them. 


CHAPTER IX, 

,Sar;ijah Dowkh, Nabob of Bengal—Ilis eaily career—first .ick of his government—A rival claimant— 
llis BXiieditiou ag.iiiist Purneali—His susiiicion ami liatied of tlm Easil, India C'mniiaiiy — Tin 
factory of Cossirabazar seized and plundered—Calcutta besieged and taken—The lioriom of the 
Black Hole. 



T the time when Ali Veidy was apj-iointed to the goviu'inuent of 
Eeliar, one of his daugliters, who was man-ied to his youngest 
nephew, gave hu’th to a son. The event .seemed .so aitspicious 
I that he declared his intention to adopt the hoy and midec' him 
Mirza M-alunood, as he was originally called before he 


ills heir. 


assumed the title of Surajah Dowlah, received the kind of training which was 
f considered suitable to hi.s prospects. All his wishes were gratilied, idl his faults 
overlooked, and he never knew what it was to be refu,sed or contradicted, d’be, 
natural cruelty of his temper appeared in the ainuHements of his eliildhond. No 
bird or animal mthin his reach was safe from torture. A.s might bo milici- 
p.%ted, his vices ripened with his yeai-s, and the cruelty which ho had jiractiHcd 
an the brute creation was transfen-ed to hia own speciea, To every virtuous 
feeling he seems to have been an utter stranger. His only companions won; 
infamous prolligates, with whom he used to patrole the streets of Moor.shcda- 
bacl, and commit every form of indecency and outrage. With his other vices he 
possessed a certain degree of low cunning, which he employed in concealing 
some of the worst par-ts of liis conduct from his grandfidher, who, it is chari- 
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tiLle lo sapposo, fclioiiyli liis geiicidl cKaiaclei was well kno^vii to liun, must ad tjo 
liu'ie Ixcn igDOJanfc of lus wmst villanies, when ui 1753, lie pLieed liim on the 
iiiusuuil ami lequiied all the couiiiei^ ami ofhceib to lecognize him as liis suc- 
lessoi Eiom that time Ab Veidy, without ceasing to bold the leiiis of go-voin- 
iiieut tliicw a Luge sliaic of Ins authoiity into the hands of Suiajali Donlah, 
who of uHLiso pcivcitod it to the womt of pmposes 

Niwaish Mahomed, as the eldest nephew, nitinally tliouf'hi Jiiiiiself best auftc 

tinn ot 

to LliG ^ucteasion, and took no piims to conceal lus dissatisfaction lie Nm/ish 
liad foi SOUK- ycais, tliough losideiit at Mooishedabad, held the government of lUuthi.m 
IJaccsi and liom its leveimes acqmied eiioimou'j ivealtli Avliich enabled him to 1,,’,’^ 
Lee[i A Luge body ol aimod men lu Ini pa-y In Inmselt, as lie was possessed of 
veij modeiatu tcdcnts, and had nothing waihke m his disposition he was not 
iLiiigeions His two leading mmistcii, howevei, an uncle and a nephew, the 
one named lIoMsem Cooly Klian and the otlni Hossein Addeeii, veie men of 
eapaedv and it was deemed neocssuyto iciao\e them The uncle le&irled at 
Mnmsherlahad with his m isti t tlie nephew at Dacca, wheic he acted as (Ie])iity- 
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goveinoi Ah Veidy widied to act wanly in the dismissal of these officers, as 
lie feaied that Nuazish, if alarmed by any hasty step, would at once letiie to 
Dacca and assort bis independence Smajah DoAvlali bad no idea of tempo- 
1 izing, and having no sci nples as to the atrocity, detei mined to nd himself of all 
feaia by talcing the neaiest load liis lured assassins entering Dacca, stabbed 
Hossein Khan in the dead of the night, and a few days after, HosScin Cooly cooiyKimn 
Khan was assassinated in open, day in the streets of Mooishedabad Ntiazisb 
and his biother Syed Ahmed, who, as they were both aspiring to tlie nabob- 
ship, had hitlieito acted independently of each other, now saw the necessity of 
uniting their' interests, and leaguiilg agirinst Surajah Dowlah, as their common 
enemy A civil wai was imminent, when they both died suddenly, as has been 
already told 
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DeaLlis which ha]j])enecl ko opportuuoly ior iSurajah Dowlah iiiighL, vvifcliont 
niicLaritiiLlone.s.s, have boon attributed to his agency, but ah writois agree in 
regai-diug them as natural Their eltbct was to allow him to take tlje ))0nclifc 
of all the arrangements which All Vordy laid made in his favour It soon 
a|ipoarG(l, however, that his title to the naboh.shi]) was not to temaiu unehal- 
leng'cd tlkeaeety Eegum, All Veidy’s daughter, had succeeded to the wealth 
of her late husband Nnazish, and saw nf> nioaus of saving it from the rai)acity 
of the new nabob, except by placing lu'rsell' at the head of a powerful party, 
lie r .sex nnulc it iinpossildc for licr to claiui Iho govcrmiient iu her own name, 
and .she therefore set np a coinpetitor in the person of an infant two ytsirs 
old, the sou of a <leceascd brother of Hiirajah Dowlah. Another coinpetitor 
appeared in the ])Gr,son of his cousin, ShoLut Jung, governor of Purne;di. Could 
he have .suceeedod, the hihahitaut.s of Ceiigal would not have gained much hy 
the change, as it would bav(' been <liflieult io choose between, tlicnn, so clo.sely 
did they resemble each other in ignorauee and ])rol!igacy. I’lie title of the 
claimant set np by Ghcscety Dcgmn was t'videnily had, as the hither of the 
hil'ant was only a younger bvotlu'r Not only, therefore, had Kurajah Dowlah 
/|iiabice on his side when he insisteil the llcgnui’.s altempt, but he was also fnr- 
iiished with a jdausihle pretext for the nmasures he adopted against her. Ah 
his own aunt and Ali Verdy’s daughter, she was certainly entitled to ho treated 
\vith all the leniency cori.sisteiit with safety, but it is not easy to condemn him 
for dlispoasessing her of a palace, wlieri' all Llic di.scontentod .spirits of the capital 
wonhl have rallied around her, and depriving her of treasures which had lu'on, 
and would in all prollability continue to be employed in secretly undermining 
or openly assailing Iris govcminent. 

A Hindoo, of the name of Rajbuliuh, who had become dewan to NuaKish 
after the assassination of Hosseiu Cooly Khan, and made eonmion enuso with 
his widow, being perfectly aware of the Uvatment which awaited him from Bn- 
rajah Dowlah, liad resolved, even before Ali Verdy’s dc'atli, to jirovide against the 
danger hy removing his family and treasures. The dillieulty was to find a jrlace 
where they would he heyoiid the nahoh’s reach. I’hey wore then in Dacca., and 
tire plan he adopted was to send them away in the. charge of his son Kissendass, 
.rrncler ])retence of making a pilgrimage to the celehratod Temjile of Juggernant, 
on the coast of Orissa. In prosecuting this iutcudod pilgrimage, Kissondas.s 
proceeded with several loaded boats down the Gauges, as if to enter the Bay 
of Bengal by one of its mouths, Tub stopped short, and sailed upwards till he 
reached the Jellinghec, hy which the Ganges coimmmieates with the Hoogldy 
He was tlnrs enabled to enter the latter river. I'his was in fact the pi'econ- 
certed scheme, for his real destination was not J ug'gernaut, but Calcutta. His 
father had prevailed with Mr. Watts, the chief of the Company’,s factory at 
Gopsitohazar, to apply to the presidency for peJ'miH,sion to Kis,senda.s.s and his 
family to halt for .some days in Calcutta. It doe.s not appear very distinctly 
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wlictlicr Mr. Watis waR rlnpcfl by Ptajbullub into tlie belief that noLliiiig more a d irse. 
than a bait was iuteiidod, or wbelbor be wa.s aware that the real object wa.s to 
secure pcriiiaiicut Eriti.sb protection Be tliis as it ina}^, Mr. Watts’ a[)pbeation 
in bobalf of Kisscndass was aucce.ssful, and be arrived in Calcutta, where be 
wa.s lio.spitaljly received by Orniobund, an extcirsive Hindoo mercbant, who bad 
large connections at Moor.sbedabad, and was naturally inebned to conciliate the 
good-will of HO inllnential a person as RajbuUnb. 

The arrival of IvLsscndass, and the reception given to him at the Britisb 
presidency, filled Surajab Bowlab with rage. Not only had largo treasure.s, on 
the confiscation of which be bad confidently calcnlati, d, escaped, but the very 
idea that a body of foreign merchants, whose .scttlcmait in the country existed 
only by Hufi'erance, isbonld protect any party whom be had marked out as a 
victiiii, wjis galling- to bis pride He immediately proceeded to the palace, and 
gave nttorance to IiIh di.sappointiuont and indignation, exclaiming, that the 
snspicion.s which bo bad long entci'taincd of the English were now confirmed, 
and that they wore evidently in league with the faction rvbicb meant to contest 
bis succession to the naljobsbip. i\li Verdy, uoav on bis death-bed, turned to 
Mr, Enrth, surgooti of the factt)ry of Co,ssimbazar, avIio was attemding him pro¬ 
fessionally, and ])ut a variety of searching c[ucstions to him, asking. How many 
soldiers wei’c in the factory at (.)o,ssImbaza,r? Wlm-e the English fleet was—whether 
it would come to Bengal—and with what object it had come to India,? The 
aiLswors aal,isfied him that the British, in the expectation of a Avar with France, 
had alioady .sufiicient AV(ji-k upon their hands, and were in no condition to j>ro- 
vokci the hostility or OAmn i-i,sk the displeasure of the Bengal govei'iiinent. 

Mnrajah Dowlah was sih'noed, but not satisfied, and wjis so little careful to con¬ 
ceal bis feeling,s, tluit bis detenniuatiou to sack Calcutta and expel the Engli.sb 
Avas openly talked of. 

Thi.s ominous oircum,stance and the pi-evious conAmrsation with Mr. Forth, Treatmontof 
18 .said not to have ueen coramanicated to the presidency; but suihcicnt-warmug ofRamram- 
Wivs given them when a letter, dated two days after the death of Ali Verdy, 
was received, demanding the delivery of ICmscudass and his treasures The letter 
purported to come from Surajab Dowlah, and seems to have borne sufficient 
evidence of its gemfineness. Tlie governor and council, hoAAmver, learning that 
the bearer of it, a brother of Eainramsing, the bead of the spies, had come in a 
small boat, landed in the di,sgai.se of a pcdlcr, and proceeded in the first instance 
to the house of Omichund, chose to conclude that tliis was an iiiA’-ention of this 
crafty Hindoo, who, haAong by some recent changes in the mercantile arrange- 
meat of the Company, lost some of bis importance, had devised this ciuions 
method of endeavouring to regain it. Tliis extraordinary conclusion once 
fomicd, it AVas gravely resolved that both the messenger and the letter were too 
sicspicious to be received, and Ramramsing’s brother was lunnicd back to his 
boat, and turned off with insolence and dorhsion. 
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Tho ])j'('Rideiicy, afier they had tlius CdUimitLed Lheiiisclves, apjicar not to 
have been pci’i'ecbly satisfied with tlie propriety of Lhcir procoediiiti, and iii- 
stnicted Mr. Watts to give explanations wliich might jnevtsit any evil eoiiso- 
{peTiees Mo was thought to have succeeded; for, wlum his vaipioil or agent 
appeared at the durbar, and stati'd tlio grounds on which Jiamramsing’s brotlier 
had been treated as an impostor, Wnrajali Dowlali gave no sign of emotion oi 
displeasure. He acted, indeed, as if tlu' matter had ])a«scd tmtirely from Id's 
mind, and made no further communication t,o Mr Wai(,s or the prosideuev 
respecting Kissendass and his treasures. 

At tliis A^ery time hitter.s ai-riv('(l from lOiigiaud slaling a rupture with 
France was inevitable, and ordering the .settlement to he put in a state of 
defenee. 'J'h(> work was imaasliately cojnmeneed; Iml. as tlie fort was iu such a 
dilapidated .state as to make It aeeo.ssaiy ra.ther to relniild thau i-e|)aii’ it, a 
con.siderable nnmbi'r (tf lalioiirers wei'e employe(l, in the llr.sl, insfaiiee, l.o rejiair 
aline of guns which wert' pl.aeed along th<'brink oi’ Llu' riv(‘i' opposite to the 
we.sb .side of tlie fort When these repairs were, begun, Sninjidi Dowlah was 
proceeding at tbe head of an army of .lO.OOO men for I’urneah, lo eneonnter liis 
oousiu and rival elaimant, yiiokiit Jung Tt was kmavn (hat he had a mimlie) 
of .spies itiCaleutta, and though the presidmiey had used every effoii, Lo disenver 
and expel them, enougli still nmiaiiied to carry tidings (o liiiii of Die operations 
in which they Avere engaged. Their nature and exteid. were of eour.se exag¬ 
gerated, and a, letter arrived from the nahol), in wliieh, after .slal.iiig that he liail 
been informed that the English were building a, wall and di'rging a large ditch 
around the town of Calcutta, lie ])eremptorily orderi'd (hem (o desist, and restore 
the fortillcation.s to the .state in which tliey wore hefoie, J\lr Drain', tlie gover- 
nnv, an,swered this letter with more candour than good polity; lu' explained the 
full extent to Avhieh the ojieratimis had been carried, .and tlu' motives wliich, 
as they originally dictated their eommciiceiuent, remlered it e\]>edi('iit to eontimie 
and complete them. “The nalioli,” he said, “had lieeii mi,sin formed by tho,so 
wlio Imd repre.seirted to him that tlie English mwo bmilding a wall round the 
toAvn; they had dug no ditch since the iuva.sion of the Mahrattas, at whieh time 
such a work Avaa executed with the knowledge and a]i'|)rohal.iou of Ali Verdy; 
in the late wai- between England and France, tlie hreueh had attacked and 
taken tlie town of Madra.s, contrary to the neutrality which it was expected 
Avould have been preserved in the Mogul’s dominions; and (,hab there being at 
prc.sent great appearance of another Avar between the two nations, tlic English 
Avere under apprehensions that the Froncli Avould act in the same manner in 
Bengal; to preA^ent which they wore repairing their line of gnus on the hank of 
the rivei',” 

This amsAver Avas received by the nabob on tbe 17tli of May, at Rajaniahal, 
and threw him. into a transport of I'age, Avhich astorashed even tho.se of his 
attendants Avho were most familiar Avith the violence of his temper. It is not 
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easy to see wliy it .slioiild Iiave had siieh aii effect. Hi.s dignity may iiave been a.d. 
effencled at tin? veiy ,su[)positioii that Europeans should presume to make war 
within hi,s tenituiies witliout his .sanction; and still more at tlie assumption, 
that if tliey did .so, the 
liarty attaclco'd would be 
(.ibliged to tru.st to their 
own re.sources, instead of 
leaving it to him to repel 
and puni.sli tlie aggressor. 

Beyond this, there wa.s 
nothing in tlie aaiswer to 
provoke a.n outliur.st (if 
passion even in the 
proudest juid most sevi- 
.sitive of tyrants. ffhe 
rage, if I'eal, and not 
merely aissuined to give .mnnsi or the ii-uahs 3.ulacf., i,iA.iAMAiiAa 

\ , <» I I Prniii tut oi-iKlniil iltftwing by Uuimim Smith, forty-fourth Ilt'Kiment. 

a colour to further ]iro- 

i.!eedi]:i,gs, was [n-oba-bly provolced by perceiving that a plan which he had long 
lieen rneditnting, ami ii reveirge which was rankling in lii.s mind, were in 
danger of being frustrated Were Calcutta put into such a state of defence 
as would ena-lile it to resist the attacks of the 'French, whose skill iu siege 
operations liad laien rendered fainoua throughout India, by the capture of for- 
tre,s.ses previonsly deemed impregnable, liow could he be able to make himself 
master of i t, and rifle it of the lubulous wealth which was believed to be treasured 
up within its pirecinots f Now, tlierefore, was the decisive'moment. (Calcutta, 
if not foI'th^\^itll attacked, would set him at defiance, and both the fame which 
lie anticipated as its compieror, and the jdunder on which his heart was set, 
would be lost to him for ever. 

Instigated by some such motives as these, the expedition to Purneah wasTiicMory 

. ° - A Of C'OAlim- 

immediately piostjioned, avid the army began its march back to Moorsliedabad. imzatAt- 
Its movements wercV too alow for the nabob’,s impatience, and a detaclimeiit of " 
>‘1000 men was .puslied forward to invest the Compvany’a factory at G!os,simba 2 ar, . 
'.rhough, the garrison consisted only of twenty-two Europealv.s and twenty 
topasses, no attempit was made to carry itiby a suddeiv onsek and'flvh cletaoh- 
rnent were contented to femtiiii for nine clayff after thdir arrival, merely watchr ; 
ing it so as to pvreohide either.egiveisht ingfess.- ' 

:: Gn the Ist vff J une, the nabob^^ With the miuh body of 

; Tile idea of .re^i^fcdhcekeems; hot th have beeffiiir^amedi ;hs f the fbrtifieationh: , I 
:undesbrvdhg: hf'thebSaihe,”'c&si8ted’:hhiy:'i^vhibrif;lhiwai|;tbre 
small hastiohk::atifhhihvgieSj:;;bivt:iwifhoht;:3i|^hr;:p|JisahexiPart;0 
forvned the outer wall of a .series of elianibers looking inward, and affording, by 
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tbcir roofs, a Lernico re.sonil)lin<f rainpiivfs These, .liovvevor, wi'rc eoiiiph'h'ly 
ovorlooke<l from wiLhuiul hy buildiiiifH ill tlie diHlauce of oiil_y 100 yiirds Thi' 
cannon were slill more dch'olivo Ihaii llic woiks, most of them 1) iiig honey 
comljCMl, iind the aium\milion wa4 Knllicioul for only (iOO ehin'ei'.s 'I'ho nidxih, 
hnmcdudjoly on arriving, .sent ii niessiigo foi' Mr. VViills, vvdio oheyi'd, idler 
obtiiining nasuraiiee of per.sonid proteetjoii lie was ri'ceived with iiusolenee 
and iuvculivc.M, and orderetl to sign a jiapor, importing that the pri'skhmey of 
CalcutUi should, within liftecn days, level any now works lliey had ritiaed, 
deliver ipr all governmonl teuanla uudei' Ihcir protection, and I’efund whatever’ 
the revenue might have lost by the granting of duatah's or ]iaas])orta oi' triido 
to parhie.s nob eutitk'd to them Mr. Watts, ahumed for bis life, signed tlie 
paper, and the two other memhevs of the council heiiig .sent for, imibiteil his 
example No tenirs of oapitulatlon were made, and a parly of the iiidroh's 
troops took possession of the pliicc without opposition d’heir ordeis vvx're to 
seal up wliat etiVefes tUey f<nmd, but they disobeyed, and stole tlie gnsiter jiin’t 
Tire soldiers in the factory, after’ enduring tlive,e days of ,such contumely, that 
the ensign in eoiiimand of thorn went mad and shot himselJ', were iupirlsiined 
!i/t Moorshodabad One of tin' members of council, and the junior s(‘rvaid<s ol* 
the fiiotory, wore allowed to retire to the TJnIch and b'nmch liictoric's; hut 
Mr. Watts and the other member, instwid of lieing sent, as they exiiectcd, to 
cominniiloate the naboV.s resolves to the presidency, wei-e dotiiined in tlu' earn]), 
and told that they were to accompany lire nahoh himself to Calcutta. d'hi,s 
was the first intimatiou they received of his rleterminatiou to attack it. 

The extreme violence and injnstiee eshibitod by the nabob at the viuy outaot 
innst liave made it almost palpable to the mhid.s of the presidency tlrat nothing 
less tliiiu the complete destruction of the settlement was ainrcsl at; and yt't, in 
the vain liojie of deprecating his wrath, before the final step was talceii, lettei's 
were daily des])atohod to Mr Watts, iiistructrug’ him to express their rc.uliiies.s 
to demolish everythuig that could be corrsidored a recent addition to their for’ti- 
ficatioTivS The letters were probably intcr’ce] »ted by the uahob, ii.s they never 
reached Mr. Watts; but the ijrcsidency while writing them, cordd not well act 
at variance with the oiler they contained, and tluis nearly tlireo weeks passed 
a’vvay without any pr’eparation against the coming tlanger'. JIad a pr’ojicr use 
been made of this intervening period, by applj ing for reinforcements to the other’ 
2 ircsidcncies, and mating the most of tho means of defence at their disjiosal, the 
governor and council might have set the nabob at defiance, and given the, first 
examido of wliat a mere handful of our couiifcrjuucm cau achieve, when true 
heroism rirs^nies them, aganist myriads of native Indians. IJnfor'tunutidy 
neither the Em’opeau soldiers nor ciMiians in Bengal ■vnu’c, at that ])erio(l ani¬ 
mated hy that siririt which in our own times has been so illustriously displayed. 
When, at length, the struggle arrived they were far les,s disjrosed to face it tlian 
to llee from it 
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loLtor which filled Lliu iuibnh with so miieli vago, iuid was the ostensihle a.d ivr* 
caiisi! of Ills iil)aii(louiog the cxjteaitioii to Purueah, was received l)_y him at 
Iviijaiuidial oil tlu' I7th of May, aud though his iiiteution Llu-ii announced was 
revoked, a7id h<‘ frojii that day eontiuiied Ids juai'ch soutliwards, evidently 
bent on nusehief, tlie 7th of June aj-j-ived before the iiist note of alarm was uuain.mi 
despatch(‘d to liladras and I3ond)ay. 'I'he passitgo by .sea, as the sotitli inojisoon 
was thou blowing, was im])os.Hiblc, and an overland nK'S.^age ooidil not bo carried 
in loss than tliirty days. Jt was tberefore evident that long holbiv any answer 
could bo j'Oeeived the naliab would lifive ample time to do his worst. Conscious 
of tlie desp(;rato predicament in which they were thus phreed, the presidency 
applied to the Dutch at Chiiisurah, and the Preiieh at Chandei'iiagore, and 
endeavoured to ])orsuade them that they ought to unite their i’orces as in a com¬ 
mon danger, d’ho fonuor simply refused—-the latter, as if in nioekery, proposed 
that they should ahaudoii Oaleutta, and place them.selves uitli their elfcets under 
their ])rotoetion. Wluit that protection would have been ina.y he uderred from 
the fact that the nabob in passing Chaudeaniiigore was jiiopitiated by a present 
of 200 bai'i'cds of guu[Kiwdcr. ’'I'lie jn'osideuey, now tin own entirely on tluiii’ 
own I'esouree.s, began to display some activity. 'Works <f defence, snob as the 
shortness of tlio tiiiu' wonhl .admit, wero erected, provi.sions were laid in, and 
tlie mnnher of Indi.an matehlock-meu wiis angiuented lo 1500. The regular 
garrison eonsist(‘il of 201 men, and the inhabitants (jnrollcd as militia amounted 
to 2.50, foi'ining an aggi'(‘gate of 511, but of tlie.se two-tldvds were Lopasaos, 
Armenians, and Portuguese, on whom no relianec eoidd l)C. placed, and of the 
)’(‘,n)aini;ig third, mustering in all 17-1, not more than ten liad seen service, 

With such feidile rcaourcos a siujeessfnl defence was more; than doubtful, and 'll'*' 
f.herofore the attention oi' tlu' preskhsucy was, first of all, diresded to the means tiUumrma 
of escape, On tlie opposite side of the river Iluoghly, about five miles below 
Calcutta, the native fort (T Tiuma,, mounting thirteen guns, coinmanded the 
imrrowe.st pfui of tljc channel. I'he mscc.ssity of ,s('euring this f(jrt, so as to give a 
free outlet to tbe sea, scoiuetl so ui'gent, that itwiis detei'nuned, while the nabob 
was only advaueiiig, to assume the offensive ami endeavour to gain possession of 
it. Accordingly, on tbe morning of the 13tb of June, two vessels of 800 tons, and 
two brigantines iuicbored belbro It, iuid opened a firo wbieb at once dislodged 
tbe garrison, eoirsisting of not more than fifty men, A Jtai'ty^ immediately 
lauded, spiked some of ihe guirs, and threw tlu'. rest into the river, If it waa 
iutcmdiai to retain tho fort, the true, plan would h.ave been not to destroy the 
gun.s but point them .so as to repel any .attack on the hind side. The, mistake 
wa.s soon ivpparent, for the very next day a detachment of the. enemy, 2000 strong, 
arrived from liooghly, clrovi'the few Euroj»oana aud lasears within the fori to 
(■heir boats, aud resisting any attempt to dislodge thorn by a cannonade, obliged 
fcho slops to weigh anchor and I'etuwi to Galcuthi.. ' , 

TTio same day whoa tho ships .sailed against Tanmr a letter was intercepted, 
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id lie^-sLtl to ()ini( liiiiid by the hedd spy diid advisin'^ him to put lus (.liects out 
ot din^ei Ihi^ Gouliimiuf, tlie siispiLiou piovtouslj ciifceitained Umicluuid 
\v IS imuiodiattl’v put uudi i stiut (uiiJhntiiient ui the foit Ivissendass mus, lu 
liki muiuei LOiilmod Vmt wh( n an attemiituas made to appielieud (JmiLlumd s 
lautlici in la^\ asumus ha> took pha IJe had tonce iled hiuisdl in the hmah 
apaitiiieiits and nut only did all tlie |ioiis and aimed domestics iii Oiuichuuds 
seivice iesolute4 lesist a foieihh eiitiaiiet into them, hut tin peisoii at llitii 
head aiiatieeot hii,h ciste to si\e the women fiom the dishouoiu ot 1 eing 
exposed to stmneeis lushid lu skw thiiteeu ot thtm with Ins own hand iiud 
thin stabbed himseli Meamvhiit tlie ualiob A\as liastimiig luiwaid witli suih 
evpeditioii tint man 3 ot his tumps dud of tatigue and sun stioke On the lith 
ot Juin lu leulud IToof^hl^. and imiiuihatd^ iltei tiaiispoiLed his aimy to the 
OileutLi sidi b\ means ot in nnun iisi_ fleet ol boats Tlie militia and luditai \ 



inimedutoh lepaiied to theii posts .iiid all the natives took to flight with (he 
( \ceptioii ot about 2000 Poituguese, whose cLnin as Chiistiaiiswas so lai leceig 
iiiaevl as to piocuie tliimi admission into the foil 

At noon ot the lOth the nabob was seen appioaclnng fiom the noith Ills 
hist meieemient showed that he had not t.dven an) means to acnuauit hniiselt 
with the loeahtj' Had he turned eastwaid he ivould have aiuved wheie the 
iialuatta Diteh had not been completed and met with no obstacle Instead ot 
tins ho came thieetly ni front of a deep xmilet, wlieie it cnlms the Ilonghlv, 
and ioimed of itself so stioug aclefeme as to lemlei the ditch nnneeessaiy 
Thoie was indeed a biidge ovei it lint tins was defended by a ledouht, wliiih 
liael lee’eutlj' been eieeted anti the approach to it was, moieovei, flanked bj'' a 
ship of eighteen guns, which had been stationed tlieie foi that piupose Wlitn 
the point of attack was peieeived the gieatcr part of the Company’s matchlock- 
men weie posted near the banks of the iiviilei The fust of the nabob’s ope- 
latlons w-as to send foiwaid a detachment of 4000 men, with four pieces of 
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otiniioii, into the adjoiiiiiig thickets. TTcrc, from tlireo in the afternoon till a d itm. 
(lark, an incesBaiit fire was kept np by botli sides without any result At mid¬ 
night all was still, and Ensign Pi.schai'd, wIjo commanded the redoubt, su,S])ecting 
from Avhat he laid learned on the Coromandel coast of the Indian mode of war¬ 
fare, that the enemy were buried in sleep, crossed the rivulet wdth bis pait^^ 

■seized and ,s])iked their four gim.s, cleared the thickets, and returned without 
the lo.ss of a man 

On the following day the nabob changed his tactics. Oniichund's chief ]>eon styeof ron 
had not stabbed him.self mortally; and, still breathing indignation and revenge, 
had cau.sed himself to lie cai'ried to the enemy’s camp, Bj' Ids advice tlie attack 
on the north was abandoned, and an entrance wa.s easily effected I'rom tlie ea.st, 
through various passage.s where tliere were no defenders. Tlie suburbs were 
thus in the bauds of the enemy, who set fire to the great hazaai', and took pos- 
se.ssion of the quarter which had been inhabited 1 . 13 ' the piincipal Indian nier- 
chants. All unavailing attempt was made to dislodge them, and the space left 
to the defenders became graduall}^ more and moio contracted. Had the fort 
been considered tenable they would probably have at once retired into it, and 
by thus concentrating their cffoids made them more elFicicni, Eort William, 
ll 0 we^^er, like that of Coasimhazav, scarcely deserved the name It stood near 
the river, about half-wa}^ lietAreen the north and i-outh extremities of the Com¬ 
pany’s territoiy, and foj'uied nearly a parallelogram, of Avhicli the longest sides, 
the east and west, were each 200 y.ards; tlie breadth on the south side AvaB 130, 
and on the north onl}’- 100 yards. The walls, not more than four feet thick, 
formed the outer side of chambei’s, and were in several jfieces pierced with 
windows; the terraced roofs of these chambers supplied the place of ramparts, 

The four bastions, one at each angle, were each mounted rvdtb ton guns, but the 
two on the south side were rendered mseless to each other by a line of ware¬ 
houses which had been built contiguous to the wall The roofs of the warehouses 
wei’e, however, strong enough to bear the firing of three-pounders, which were 
mounted on them, The cast gateway, foniiiiig a considerable jirojection, wias 
moimted with five guu.s, three in front and one on each flaidc. Besides these, 
which formed the proper works of tlic fort, a line of heavy cannon, mounted in 
embrasures of solid masoniy, -Avas placed outside, on the brink of the river, under 
the west Avail, 

It Is plain from this deseriiition how vein' little engineering skill had been AUiri;=<j£ 

^ ^ ° ^ . *1'“ f‘>n 

emplo 3 ’Bd in the construction of the fort. In addition to other disadraintages it cieidctivc. 

Avas overlooked liy the English Church, opposite to the north-east bastion, and 

several other houses belonging to tlie English town, Avhicli consisted for the most 

part of spacious detached inclosurCs, and occupied the grouml hOO 3 'ards tcAA^airls 

the east 'and half-a-mile to the north and south of the foi't. Taking all these 

things into consideration, it is eas3'^ to imdersfcajid the reluctance of the defenders 

to alloAV thcmsclA’-es to he cooped up Avithin the fort, and their consequent auxieij- 
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fco dispute oveiy inch of groiuid as they were obliged to recede. Tliey aecmxh 
ingly erected tliree hatteries, each iiiouiitiiig two eighteen-poundere and two 
fteld-]heces, one at the di,stance of 300 yards from the east gate, so as to com¬ 
mand tlie princijial avenue leading due east frt'm it to tlie Maliratta Ditcli; the* 
•second in a street commencing about 200 yard.s north of the fort, and continuing 
in tliat direction with one of its .sides Ijordering on the river; and the third 300 
yards to the south of the fort, at a point where a road leading north and soutli 
was bridged over to give passage to a livulet. The principal approaches being 
tlm.s secured, breast-works with palisades 'were erected in the smaller inlets, and 
trerrehes were dug in tlie more open ground.s. 

It soon appeared that the defence of the.se orrtworks required a far greater 
force than the garrison could afford Even had they been suttieiently defended, 
many points veiQiuued by which the enemy could penetrate; and, availing them¬ 
selves of the houses and iuclosm-es, advance, without once losing shelter’, near to 
the walls. Tlie contest thus became too unequal to be long successfully ruaiu- 
tained. Post after post wa.s nece.ssarily abaiidouf d, and the whole tliroe batteries 
were taken the very flr.st day they were attacked. This result spread gorroral 
coustematioii, and, with the exception of the ci mpar'atively few Europeans, all 
were stupified with fear. The enemy were of course proportiouahly embold¬ 
ened, and not onl}' kept up an ince.ssaut firing, but made atteinpt.s to escalade. 
On one of the,se attempts, made at midnight, the governor ordered the drimi.s to 
heat tlie general alarm, but the summons, though thrice I'epeated, did not 
bring forward a single irran except those on duty. In .such a state of matters it 
was impo''sible Ibr the bravest and most sanguine not to feel that a fatal is,sue 
could not he long deluj-ed It was .some consolation, lio-wevor, Lo know that, if 
the rvorsb should happen, the means of e.scapp had been provided, A ship, and 
seven .smaller ve.ssels, and numerous boats, wuth the native.s who plied them, 
were lying liefore the fort. As night approached all the European women were 
emharked ; and at two in the morning a council of war, to which all the British, 
except the common .soldiers, -were admitted, met, to deliberate whether escape 
to the ships fliould take place immediately or be deferred to the following night. 
The council broke up without any formal resolution; but, a,s the immediate 
ahandonmeiit was not earned, the natural conclusion was that the other alter¬ 
native had been adopted. 

In the morning, when it was intended to embark the PortnguG.se women and 
children, a scene of inextricable confusion arose. Many of the boats had deserted 
in the night, and not a few of those which remained were up.set by overcrowding. 
Tlie enemy in the meantime were not idle. Eavhig gained po.s.session of all the 
houses and inelosures on the banks of the river, they .shot down the helpless 
fugitives and endeavoured to hui’n the ship and other ve-ssels by means of fire- 
arrows. In the panic which, now began to prevail many became more intent on 
their owui personal safety than on any united effort for the general henofit. Two 



Chap. IX 


SUlL-UAli BOWLAIJ. 


Oi] 

raemljers of couucilj attended by several of the militia, in superintending the a d itm; 
enibaikiition of the European women, had accompanied them to tiie sliip, and for¬ 
gotten or been unable to return. Nor was this the worst. The ship surldonly 
weighed anchor, and the other vessels, following in her wake, sailed down to 
Goviudpore, about three miles below. Many of the militia, believing themselves »f u.,. 

^ r> govLiiun 

abandoned, rnshed to the boats and quitted tlie shore Not long after Mr. Drake, ‘‘nA 

• . t r* 1 • Dblli'J lilt 

the govei-nor, seeing only two boats remaining at fc] e wliaif’ and several oi his 
ac(|uaintance preparing to e.scape in them, followed the disgraceful example. 

He wa.s indeed only a civiliair, and might have .some shadow of excuse when he 
entirely forgot liim.self under the influence of momentary terror; but what can 
he said for Captain Minchin, the military conrmamlcr, who, vahring his orvri 
precious person more than honour and duty, sailed off in the same boat with 
the governor? Can we wonder that for a time tho.se tJuis foully aird mercile.ssly 
abandoned corrld do nothing but vent execrations again.stthe fugitives? 

The .soldiers and militia within the fort now numbered only 190 On re¬ 
covering in some degree fronr their astonishment and iirdignation, they pro¬ 
ceeded to deliberate Their position, though fearful, was not yet altogether 
desperate, and it might tliereforebe possible by acting with prudence and energy 
to keep the enemy at hay till they could provide fhenrsclves with some means 
of escape. Their fii',st steir was to apiroint a now governor. Mr. Poaikes, as the 'ruc gania.m 

A j 1. i o almniBfulh 

oldest member of council present, was mititled to the office, but he Avaived his loa tu timr 
right, arrd Mr Holwell was appouited. The task which tlin.s devolved upon him 
was difticrrlt in the extreme, and ho appears to have performed it with jirdgment 
On the retm-n of two or three boats to the wharf he took the precaution of 
locking the western gate, in order to prevent any more desertions At the same 
time ho ordered the ship, which Avas originally .stationed opposite to the northern 
redoubt, and still remained there, to come down immediately to the fort, and made 
preparations for continuing a Augorous defence till it should become possible to 
get on hoard of her. The .ship immediately Aveighed anchor, and all were Imoyeil 
witli the hope of a speedy rescue wdien she struck on a .sandbank, and stuck so 
fast that the creAV at once abandoned her. This Avas a fearful disappointment, but 
there Avas still another resource. The vessels Avere still at Govinrlporo, and it 
AAom not to he imagined that the highest civil and militaiy authorities on board 
of them, after feeling themselvei;! secure, would not recover from their unmanly 
panic, and leave no means untried to bring off their abandoned companions. 

Indeed no great effort Avas required, for the ship, once again before the, fort, could 
('asily Inwo repelled any attempt of the enemy to preArent the ganison from 
embarking. ItAvas strange that the anticipated relief from GoAundporo was not 
volunteered; and still fitrangor that it was not in a manner extorted by all the 
signals of flag,s by day, and fire.s by night, which the garrison continually thj'ow 
out. With a cowardice and heart]e.sRness almo,st unexampled, the ships at GoAUud- 
pore beheld the signals unmoAred, and the garrison Avere abandoned to their fate. 
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iG Tile day on whicli tlie bliameful desertions Iroui the giinison tooli plaeo the 
enemy warmly attacked the fort, hut were so \'igorously mot tliat tliey desisted 
'to about noon, and contented theniselsms during tlie rest of the day and the siic- 
ceediug night with setting lire to all the adjacent houses, except those which 
gave them a command of tlie ramparts On tlie Jbllowing morning their efforts 
became more deteimiiicd than ever, while the means of resistance wore rajiidly 
liecoiiiiiig feehler and feehler While some of the defenders were resisting with 
tlie courage of despair, others were (‘ntreating or chuuonring for a capitulation 
To calm the latter class Mr Holwell caused Omichund, who was still a ]n'isoner 
111 the fort, to write a letter to Moiiiclnmd, the governor of PToogldy, ivlio was 
cnminnnding a considerahle body of the Viesieging army, and threw it over the 
wall. This letter reipiested him to intercede with the nahoh for a cessation of 
liostilities, as the garrison were ready to suhinit, and were only resisting in order 
to preserve theii lives and honour The only ansivcr the letter received was a 
detmuiued attempt to escalade. It was repulsed, but at a fearful loss. In the 
coarse of a few hours tweiit 3 '-flve of the garrison were killed or desperately 
wounded, and .seventy more had received slighter hurts. The common soldiers, 
moreover, had intoxicated themselves hj- breaking into the arrack store, and were 
no longu' under control. Mr. Holwell prepared anotlier letter of .similar import, 
addressed to Uoydulluh, and threw it over the north-cast bnsLlon, and at the 
same time hung out a flag of truce, in answer to one irith which a man was 
advancing on the part of the enemjc A parley ensued, and was not iliiished 
when the fort was taken. The dinnken .soldiers, endeavouring to escape, had 
forced open tlie western gate Pait of the emmjMvhen they saw it opoiiing 
ru.ilied ill, while others gained admission hy e.scaladiug the wall where, a 
most absurd arrangement, it formed the abutment of warehouses. Further 
resistance was impossible, and the garrison surrendering their arms were made 
prisoners. 

The capture being thus effected on the 21.st of June, the nahoh, at five in the 
afternoon, entered Fort William, and seating himself in state, surroimdcd hy 
his geiieud, Meer Jaflier, and his principal officers, received their congratulations 
on tlie gieat acliievement which he hachpeiiurmed. Omichund and Kissendass, 
on being presented to him, were received with civility, Mr. Holwell was then 
sent for, and, after a severe reprimand for the presumption which had been 
manifested in even tlaring to defend the fort, was told to divulge the place 
where the w'ealth of the Company was concealed. The trea,siiry had already 
been searched, and, to the nabob’s infinite disappointment, only 50,000 rupees 
I £5000) had been found in it, Coidd this he all which lie was to receive, instead 
of the countless sums which had inflamed his Imagination and provoked his 
rapacity ? In two other conferences whicli he had with Mr. Holwell before 
.seven o’clock he returned to the .same subject, and then dismissed him with 
repeated assurances of personal safelv. Mr. Holwell, from whose narrative the 
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account of tlio subsequent catastropJie is doiived/ believes that the nabob did \d 
not mean to violate his word, and only ga-ve a geueial older that the 2 n'i.soiLeis 
“ should for that night bo secm’ecl ” 

Ml. Hulwell on letuiniug found Ids fcllow-piisoneis smrouiided by a .stiong 


(~ 

I 



guard, who as soon as it was dark, ordered them to collect themselves and sit 
down quietly under a verandah, or piazza of arched inasomy, which extended 
on each side of the eastern gate, in front of the chambers already desciilied im 
abutting on the wall At this time the factories, both to the right and left, 
were in flames, and parties were seen moving about with torches, and some of 
the prisoners imagined that it was intended to suffocate them between two 
tires Thifj was a mistake, for the torch-bearers were only searching for a jilace 
in which to confine them. During this search they were ordered into that jiait 
of the verandah which fronted the barracks, along wliicli was a large wooden 
l)latfonn fir the solchers to sleep on. The prisoners readily obeyed ihi.s order, 
for it now seemed that the worst which was to happen to them was to sjjeiid a 
night on the platform, at a season when all the air which could reach them 
through the openiiig.s of the piazza was required to temper the excessive heat 
ISlo sooner, however, were they within the space in front of the barracks than the 
guard advancing, some with pointed muskets, others with clubs and drawn scimi¬ 
tars, forced them back into a room at the southern extremity. It was the soldiers’ 
prison; or, as it was generally termed, the Black Hole. The whole formed a 
cubical space of ordy eighteen feet, completely inclosed by dead walls on all ,sides, 
except the west, where two windows, strongly barred vuth iron, furnished the 
only sujjplies of air, hut gave no ventilation, as at this time no breezes blew 
except from the south and east. Few were aware of the nature of the horrid 


' Holwell's 55 acts, page 387, et saq. 
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place till they found themselves crammed within it and had the dooi- slnit 
behind them Their whole numher was 1 tC. 

It was about eight o’clock when they euLored, and in a very few minutes 
the dreadful consequences hegau to appear Attempts were fiist made to force 
the door, hut it opened inwards and could not he made to yield Mr llolwel], 
who liad secured a place at one of the vvindows, seeing an old ollieer “ who 
seemed to carry some compassion in liis countenance,” offered hiin 1000 rupees 
to get them separated into two apartments. He went off, but soon returned 
saying it was impossible. The offer was increa,‘ecl to 2000 rupees, hut the 
answer was the same The nabob, witliout who.se orders it could not be done, 
wa.s asleep, and no man durst awake him Meanwhile suffocation was doing 
its work First, profuse perspiration, then raging tliirst, and histly, in not a 
few in.starice.s, raving madness followed, before death relieved the sufferer. The 
general cry was—Water! water! and sevei’al skins of it were funii,shed by 
the natives outside, some apparently from compassion, hut others from brutal 
merriment, holding up torches to the windows to enjoy the desi)erate struggles 
which took place among the unhappy prisoners as each sup])ly was handed in. 
From nine to eleven this dreadful scene continued After this the munher who 
had already fallen victims was so gxeat that the survivors began to breath more 
freely. At shv in the morning an order arrived to open the jnison. It was not 
easily executed, for so many dead bodies were lying behind the door that 
twenty minutes elapsed befoi’e it could be forced back so as to leave a passage. 
Of the 1IG who had been thrust into the dungeon only twenty-three came out, 
and these more dead than alive Sfcrsinge to say, one of these was a woman, a 
native of India though of English parentage, and of such personal attractions 
that Mecr Jaflier carried her off as a tropljj to his harem. 

Smajali Dowlah must have been well aware of the barbarity perpetrated, 
at least in his name, if not by bis authority, and yet was so far from showing 
any sigms of humanity and contrition, that when Mr. Holwell, still unable to 
sttmd, was carried before liLnr, ho rudely interrogated him as to concealed 
treasures, threatened new injmies if he refused to disclose them, and ordered 
him to he kept a prisoner; he was irccordingly put in fetters, along with two 
others of the survivors who were supposed to know something of the imaginary 
treasiu'es; the rest were set at Hherty. Most of them, unwilling to remain 
witlhn the nabob’s reach, proceeded to Govindpore, but found guards stationeil 
to prevent aiyy communication between the shore and the Company’s vessels still 
I}ing there. Two or three, however, managed to get on hoard, and brought 
tidings which must have wining the lieaits of those who liad been instrumental 
in bringing such a catastrophe on their comrades by a double cowardice—-first, 
by deseriing them, and then leaving them to perish unsuccoured. “Never, 
perhaps,” as Mr. Orme justly remarks,^ “ was such an opportunity of performing 

‘ Hutorp of Military Tranmetions in Sirvloostan , vol. ii. page 78 . 
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n hei'oic action so iguoiuiniously neoiocbed, for a angle sloop, witli fifteen l^iave a n it'ji. 
inon on boni'd, might, in spite of aU the efforts of the enemy, have cozne njj, and, 
iinchoring under the fort, have carried away all who suffered in the dungeon.” 

The pluiidei’ of Calcutta fell far short of the nabob’s exjzectations No 
treasure.s Avero forthcoming except those of Omiclnmd, who, in consequence of 
the hard measure dealt out to lum 
liy tlie piesideney, bad not been 
permitted to remove them, and is 
said to have been pillaged of £40,000 
in money, besides many valuables 
Even the quantity and value of the 
Company’s murchandi.se were less 
thazi miglii liavc boon anticipated 
T’he capture had Izoon znado at tlie 
wrong .season The inve.stmenls 
provided had been .shijzped off before 
the previous April, when the mon¬ 
soon made navigation impossible; 
the uupoits of the past year had 
been mostly di.sposed of, and no new 
eargoe,s had yet arrived from Eng¬ 
land, Owing to these causes tlie Conirzany’s loss in goods was e&tiznated at not 

° 1 J O ,1,^ „ 

more than £200,000. Even of this only a .small portion escaped the hand,s of 
tlie .soldiers, or the cmhezzleinent of the officials, who should have accounted 
for it to the treasury. The nabob therefore had made, on the whole, only a 
barren conquest, and consoled him.sclf for the di.sappointment in the manner 
suitable to his character, by pompously changing the name of Calcutta to 
Alinagore, or the Port of God, in commemoration of his victory, and hy mal¬ 
treating Mr. Holv/oll and his two companions, who were sent as prisoners to 
Moorshedahad, and subjected to much hardsliip and indignity. The nabob, 
flattering liimself that the British would never dare to siiow thein.selve,s again 
in Bengal, left Moniclumd in command of Calcutta, wMi a garrison of 3000 men, 
and ju'oceeded homeward.s to cany out the expedition against Pumeah, which 
lie had so .suddenly abandoned. After crossing the Hooglily with hi.s army he 
determined to make the Butch and Erench hictories feel the weiglit of his di,g- 
pleasuro. In passing south'ward ho had imperiously ordered them to join hi.s 
standard with aU their forces. They declined; and he now sent a message 
threatening them with extirpation if they did not fortlnvith send him a large 
contribution byway of fine. Ultimately the Butch compounded for £15,000, 

* This ohalisli. was erooheii hy CoVorBor Holweli, 'Writers’ Buildiugs were 6o called fiom hoing the 
in 17S0. It is not niuleserving of nolioo, that Mr. roaideuca of the junior offtoovs of bbe East India Com- 
llolwell liiuiself survived the catastrdpho more than pany. Immudratoly heyond this edifice is the old 
forty years, and died in 1708* aged eighty-seven. The court-house; the road lends on to the IjiUl Ba^iaar 
VoL, I. 69 
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\ D 17 : 1 ; find the French for £35,000. The difference in favour of the latter wasproliahly 
made in consideration of the present of gunpowder already mentioiiexl. 

Tlie vessels at Govindpore had not remained there with the intention of 
reiideriiig any assistance to the Calcutta gariison. On the contrary, ^yicdding 
only to tlieir fears, they had continued to sail down the river, aiul would will¬ 
ingly have quitted it altogether, had they not cncmintered a new danger, which 
frightened them .so that they were glad to retni-n to their former auclioragx' 
When they were endeavouring to ]5a.ss the fort of Taiina the cannon, with 
which it had again heen moniiLed, opened upon them, and drove two of the 
.smaller vessels ashore. This .stifiiced to spread a panic through the whole licet. 
That the, danger wa.s magniiied hy exce.sbive timidity was pi'oved a few day.s 
after, when two ship.s from Bombay came up tlie riv(T and sustained the llu! 
of the fort without injuiy. Thus reassured the lleet again weighed anchor, 
pa-'Sed Tatina without any loss (T the least cousccpieiicc, and readied the, town 
of Fulta, the station of all the Dutch shipping. Here it was detcriniuud to remain, 
at least till the monsoon .should cliaiige, pro\dded the uahoh did not interfere. 
Hut long after their arrival they were Joined by several other slips, and tlie 
agents from the subordinate factories of Dacca, Bala,sure, &c, who naturally 
anticipated a, .similar fate to that whieh had befallen Cos.simhaJiar and Galeutta, 
In this opinion they were not mistaken, for the nabob had no sooner reached 
Moorsh(‘dahad than he Issued oialer.s for the confiscation of all the English pro¬ 
perty within his dominions. 

s ltd’llIlf Though the nabob did not molest the fugitives at Fulta their snlferings were 

.it Fnit r" not. over. Ever dreading that they might be attacked they did not venture to 
sleep on shore, and crowded tlic ve.ssels, where they lay, most of them on the 
deiiks, without shelter, exposed to the inelemcncies of one oi the wor.st climates 
in the world, during its uuhealthie.st season. Numbers wore in consequence 
earned off by nuilignaiit fever, whieh infected tlie wliole fleet. The evils thus 
produced by natural, were greatly aggravated by moral causes, Many, conscious 
of the light in which their conduct would generally be viewed, and unable, to 
reflect on it without sliame and remorse, endeavoured to exculpate themselves 
at tire expense of tlieir neighbours. Much time was thus .spent to no imrjiose 
in mutual reerimination, and no course of united action was possible. At last, 
however, after a course of wrangling, tlie authority of tlie governor and the 
other member-s of council was acknowledged, and one of their number, with 
a mihtaiy officer, set out for Madras, to represent their condition and solicit the 
necessary assistance. 
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CHAPTER X. 


D(*liLi3iafcion^ at Madras—Armament s.iils for Bengal—Recaptui’e of Calcutia—Naval and inihtaiy 
oiieiations—Tie.ity of peaco with the nabob—Capture of the Brench factory at Chandci— 
Recaiunxencrment of lioatilitiea—Conspiracy to depose the nabob—The battle of ria&sey. 



ITE first iiitolligciico of the danger impeiuling over the Com¬ 
pany’s .settlements in TJeitgal roachoii Madras nn tlie loth of 
July it w:is not sent off till after the eaptme of the faetory 
at Oos.sinibazar, and eonaefpiently left room only for conjeeturo 
^ as to vhat might have liapjjened .sul)se<pieutly to that event 
Judging hy what had happened on other oceasion.s, the Madra.s pre.sidency did 
not view the matter in a \’ery soi'ions light Native g<)veTnoi’.s had repeatedly 
throiitpiied as much, and even done more violeneo, and yet allowed themselves 
to he bought off at last by a ,suin of money Ijefore proceeding to extremities 
Why miglit not the same thing be repeated now? These and similar con.si- 
derations had the more sreiglit af Madras, Ixseause that settlement had tlien full 
omployiueut for the force at its eommand. Au application had hoen made Ijy 
Snlahnt Jung for assistance to throw off his connection witli the French, and it 
had been resolved to grant it. A war with France was also regarded a,s inevi¬ 
table, and it was known that the French government in the pro.spcct of it wero 
preparing a. i)oworful armament for the East. In .such an event Admiral AVat- 
son’s squadron, then lying in tlie roads, would scaively he able when united to 
maintain its ground, and therefore nothing hat the dii'est neces.sity would justify 
the de,spaLch of any portion (rf it to Bengal The same argument applied to the 
land force. It was impossible, however, after the intelligence which had been 
received, to ignore it entii’ely, and a detachment of 230 men, mo.stly European.s, 
was despatched for Bengal in the Company’.s ship Delaware, which had recently 
.arrived from England It sailed on the 20th of July, and arriving in the 
Hooghly on the 2d of August, found the fiigitive.s pining away at Fulta, 
Biddy and dispirited as they were no co-operation was to he expected from 
them, and the detachment, far too feeble to venture unaided on offensive ope¬ 
rations, had no alternative but to encamp in the vicinity of Fulta, who.so deadly 
swamjr.s soon made fearful havoc among thon. 

On the .5th of August the full extent of the Bengal catastrophe became 
known at Madras. There was now no room for conjecture. The nabob had not 
been bought off, as many had too readily and compkeentiy assumed, but had, 
under circumstances of ineffable barbarity, inflicted on tire Company a heavier 
blow than had ever 'been su.sfcained before. The most flourishing and productive 


\ n u'-.i, 


fatale of 
niattiMs nt 


An tjxpetli- 
tion t/i Btm- 
gdl redohcil 
upon. 



.518 


iJiSTOiiY or moiA, 


[Hook III 


AD IT G 


t]ac itiona to 
I <i iiolveil 


of all the [Residencies was, in fiict, annihilated, and nothing hut its icetivery 
cOLild «ave the Company fioin luin. It is lather stiange that, with lliis fact 
befoie them, niciuheis of the Madias council weie ibiind to aigue that the 

claims of Salabut Jung sliould .still 
have the [(reference, and that the 
claims of Bengal would lie sati.stied by 
sending a filty-gmi shij), and dc'[>aties 
to treat with the nahoh This view, 
absurd as it now a[)peais, would ha\o 
been adopted had not one of the menu 
hers, [losse.ssed of .sonndi'r judgment 
and more enlarged ex[)ei imicc, put Llu' 
matter in its tine light, and succeeded, 
after a long war of words, in bunging 
over tlie whole conmil to his ojiinion 
The I’esolution ultimately ado[ited, and 
assented to by Admiiai Watson, alter 
obtaining tbe sanction oF a council 
of war, was that the whole b([uadr(m, 
having- on hoard an aderpiate land force, should proceed to Bengid 

Before the armament could sad several perjilexing points reinamed to Ijo 
decided Who should command the laud forces? What should he the extent 
of his authority both in acting and in negotiation? In what relation ought ho 
to staml to the late govornor and council of Calcutta? Was he to be subject to 
them or to act independent of them’ The last of these ([ucstions was first 
cousidcied. The memhers of the late Calcutta council, not .satisfied with 
wrangling at Fulta, h<id each .sent se[)arate letters to the Madras [Residency, 
and deemed it necessary for tlieir owm exculpation to charge each other with 
the grossest misconduct. Taking the matter as tliey repiesentod it, they had 
proved unworthy of the authority with wdiicli they had been mve,sted, or were 
.so divided by mutual animositict. as to be incapable of exercising it Still, what 
right had the Madras pre.sidency to sit in judgment on them ? The three pre¬ 
sidencies were co-ordinate, and accountable only to tiie court of directors So 
long, tliereioj'e, as the appointment of the Calcutta council remained uucancelled 
tlieir jmisdiction within their presidency, notwithstanding the violence which 
had deprived them of it, was unc[uestionahle. Mr. Pigott, the governor of 
Madras, proposed to solve the difficulty by proceeding in. person to Bengal with 
the united powers of eommaudei’-iii-chief, and general re[)rcsentative of the 
Company in all other affairs. This was mere extravagance. How could his 
council invest him with such powers? and if he had them, wliai kind of a com¬ 
mander was he Hkely to prove, when hia only qualification was the opinion ho 
had of his own sufficiency? Tlu.s proposal having fallen to the ground, a kind 
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<if iiiidille cuiiiso v,-as adoptiid by acknowledging ilr Drake and liis council as a ad iro. 
jivc.sidency, witli full powers in civil and commercial affairs, and reserviuo' to 
ihein, selves, or tlie okieer whom they tnighfc appoint, iiidependeiit power in all 
things military. 

Tlie next point was the choice of the commander, to whom this iiah'pendi'iit (Uoi.for.i 
puwc]' was to he intuiiSted. Tliere were onlj' tliree persons in the presidency' 
un wl'om this choice could fall. Colonel Adlercion, as the tirst in lank, had the 
most legitimate claim, and wa.s b_y no means disposed to forego it. To him, 
liowever, there were strong ohjeetions He had never seen service in India, and 
as a king’s officer, not dependent on the Ofimpany, sliowed little deference to 
tlieir agents. It seems, however, from his letter, inserted hy Sir John Malcolm 
in his Life of Glive (vol i. j). 137, 138), that the presidency had at one time 
icr[ncsted him “to undertake this service Avith the whole of his niaje,sty’s 
troop.s." and pressed liiiu “to gwe the necessary orders accordingly.” A change 
of mind afterward took place, and they jnstilied it mainly on the ground that 
he could not engage to return hither upon our icqucst, ami that the Company 
should not have any part of the plunder that may be taken, toward,s reim- 
hunsement of the immense loss they have sustained.” Colonel LaAvrence had 
all the Indian experience which Adlercron AAmnted, and had, as Ave have seen by 
hi,s exploits in the Carnatic, proved both an able and a successful AAmrrior. He 
deserved the utmo.st confidence, and liad he obtained the appointment Avould 
iiudouhLedly have added to his laurels. It may liave been forkmatelyj but the 
imoei'emonious manner in Avhich he a])[)ear.s to liaA’e been set aside, required a 
stronger justification than Orme adduces, AAdien he .says, “Tlie climate of Eengal 
was sn adverse to an asthmatic disorder Avith Avhich Colonel LaAvrence Avas 
!),Jlbeted, that it Avas thought he Avould be disabled finm that ince.s.sani actiAuty'' 
rtsprisite to the success of this expedition, of Avhich the termination Avas limited 
to a tinio.” 

After Adlercron and LaAvreuce Avere i-ejecteil, Clive, uoav installed as goA'crnor cu™ ar 

1 I rr» 1 * 1 * 1 i» > Phiiiteil 

(if Fort yt. David, was the only omccr whose clanus were worthy oi a moments 
consideration. He had early brought them umler the notice of the presidency, 
who had proliahly from the very first turned to him as the most eligible com¬ 
mander. The folloAving letter, Avritteii to the court of directors, October 11th, 

1736, after his appoiutinent and arriAml at Madras, gives so good an account of 
hi,s feelings Avhen preparing to set out on the expedition Avhich Avas destined to 
crowm Ins oAvn firme and found the British Indian empire, that it dcsei-ves to he 
quoted entire:—, 

“ liONOUHABLE Gkntleaien, —From many hands you Avill hear of the capture msfeouugs. 
of Calcutta hy the Moors, and the chain of misfortunes and losses Avhioh have 
ha,ppened to the Company in particular’, and to the nation in general; every 
bresist here seems filled Avith giief, horror and resentment; indeed, it is boo sad 
a tale to unfold, and I must beg leave to refer you to the general letters, con- 
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.sultatious, iuid coniiniLtecs, which avlII give jou a full account of tliLs catastrophe 
I.T])(jn lliih melancholy occasion the goveruor and coinicil thought ])ropc‘i' to 
summon me to this i>lace. As soon as an expedition wa.s resolved ujioii, L oflerod 
my service which was at last accepted, and 1 am now upon the point ol om- 
harking' on hmird his majesty's stpiadisni, with, a lluo body ol ICuropeans, full 
of S]iivit and r('sentuici't for the insnlls and hai’harities iidlicLed on so many 
British snhjects I flatter iny.self that tliis expedition will not end with the 
taking uf (jidentta oiiijs and that the Omniiany’s estate in those parts wiil ho 
settled in a Letter and more lasting condition than over, 'fhere is less reason to 
apprehend a check from the nahob’s forces than from the nature of the climate 
and countiy. The news of aev.ir may likewise iiiteifcre witli tlie success of fids 
expediiion; however, should that h:i[)pen, and ho.stilities l)e coiumenec'd in 
India, I hope we .sliall be able to disjiossf'.ss tin' Brench ol Chandernagorf', and 
leave Calcutta m a state of defence 1 have ii true .sense of my duty to my 
eouutiy and the Company; and 1 Leg leave to as.snro you that nothing .shall be 
wanting on my part to ansAver the ends of an nudertaking on whifdi .so very 
inuf'h depends Success on thi.s oncasion will fill the measure of my joy, a.s It 
will tl.x nui in the esteem of tliosc to Avdiom lhavc the honour to .subscribe, with 
great resfieeb. Tl. Clut, ” 

In another letter to a directoi’ he says—“A few Avecks ago I aa^is happily 
seated at Ht DavLIs, pleased with the thoughts of obtaining your confiihmce 
and esteem, ly my application to tlie ciAul hranch of the Compauy’H aff'air.s, and 
of improving and increasing the investment; hut the fatal hloAV given to the 
Comjwmy’.s e.state at Bengid has Mipci.''edecl all other considerations, and 1 am 
nOAA' at this prc.sidency upon the point of emharking on hijard his majost_y’H 
Sfpiadron, aaUIi a very considerahlc body of ti'oop.s, to attempt the recoA'eiy of 
Calcutta, and to gain satisfactimi from the nabob for the los.sos which the Ooni- 
pany haA’'e sn.staiued in tliose parts. The recaptin-e of Calcutta appeal’s no veiy 
dilfieult ta.sk, but om- further progress for reducing the nabob to such terms as 
the gentleineu of Calcutta may think satisfactory, Is precarious and doubtful, 
from the pi-ospect of a Avar AAddch may not allow time for .such an undertaking. 
You may he as.sui'cd I Avill never turn iny hack to Bengal, if not oi'dered from 
thence, Avdthout trying my utmost efforts toAvarrls obtaining the desired .siicee.s.s,” 
Taa'o months having been spent in debate, the expedition did not .sail till 
the IGth of October. Ttie scpiadron consisted of the Kent, oJ'.sixty-four’, bearing- 
Adrnira] Watson’s flag; the GumheHand, of .seventy, hearing .Admiral Pocncke’.s 
flag; the Ti<jar, of sistj’; the Salislmvy, of fifty; the Bridgewater, of tAventj’- 
gums, a-nd a fire-ship; together Avith three Company’s .ships, and two smaller 
vessels as transports The laud force, rmder Colonel Clwe, consisted uf 900 
Europeans, 250 of them belonging to Adlereron’s regiment, and 1500 sypoya 
The iaRtiruction.s recommended the attack of Moorshedabad itself, if the nabob 
refused redres.% and the capture of Cliandernagore if war AAith France .should 
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he declared. Tlie latenes.H of the se:i.son nearly proved fatal to tlie fleet The ad 
northern mon.sooti wa.s .setting in, and the cuiTeiits from the north were so 
.strong that during the first twelve days, instead of making progro.ss, it was 
carried six degrees of latitude to the south of Madras. As the only jn-acticahlc Tiio\oj.i„r,) 
jias.sage it wa.s noee.ssaiy to cross the Bay of Bengal, and then proceeding 
north along the eastern coast, where the currents are loss felt, recross when 
oppo.site to Balasore, and thus gain the entrance to the Hooglily. The fiiu-.shii,, 
uuahle to stem the violence of tlie monsoon, bore away to Ceylon; the Mcni- 
hovovjjh, .sailing heavily, fell hehiud; and the Cumberland and Snlishurij, in 
making for liala.soro Tload.s, .struck on a sainll ank, which stretche.s out several 
miles fi'oin Point Palmyras. Both got olf, hut the Cumberland, uuahle to 
continue her cour.so, was driven .south to Vixagapatam. Ultimately, on the 
20th of Becemher, more than two mouths after leaving Jladras, and exactly 
half a year from the day when Calcutta Avas taken, Fnlia was reached by the 
Avhole .squadron, except the Cuiiiberbind and Mailburoiajh. Tlieii' absence 
was a .serious loss, as 250 of the European troops were on hoard the one, turd 
most of the heavy artillery had been shiYiped in the other. Little addition to 
their strength Avas obtained at Eulta, for half of the detachment under Major 
Kilpatrick were dead, and the remainder .so sicklj' that not more than thirty were 
fit for dutyA iiomo degree of oirler, hoAvover, had been restored by a de.spatch 
from the court of directors, ajipointing Mr. Drake and three otlier members of 
council a select eommlttee for the conduct of all political and mililary affairs. 

Major Kilpatrick, previously associated Avith them, and Admii'al Watson, and 
Colonel Clive now added, increased the Avhole number to soveji, 

Letters had been procured at Madra.s from Air. Pigott, the governor,’ATahomed opa-.itiuns 
Ali, Nabob of Arcot, and Salabub Jung, Soubahdar of the Deccan, exhorting 
Surajah DoAvlah Lo give redress for the wrongs he had inflicted; and these, 
along with others, written by Admiral "Watson and Colonel CJiv'e, Avere .sent 
open to Mouiclmnd, governor of Calcutta, On receiving for his an.swer that he 
durst uoi forAAmi-d to his master letters couched in such menacing terms, it Avas 
resolAU'd to commence hostilities fortliAvitb. Accordingly the AAdiofe fleet, includ¬ 
ing the ves.sels previou.yly at .Fidta, quitted it on the 27th Docombei', and next 
day anchored ten miles beloAA’’ the fort of Budge Budge. This fort, situated on 
a commanding point on the same side of the rwer as Calcutta, and only twelve 
miles south-west from it by land, though double that distance by Avator, was the 
first object of attack. It wm not expected to offer any re,si.stance, and the only 
anxiety felt Avas to make prisoners of the garrison Avhilo they were middng their 
esea.p6. With this vieAV an amhuscade Avas devised At sunset Clive landed 
with 600 men of the battahon, and all the sepoys, and proceeded, under the 
direction of .Inchan guides, across a country full of swamp.s, and intersected by 
numerous deep rivulets. The mere march must have been full of hardship, hut 
this Avas greatly increased hy the neglect to provide any bullocks for draught 
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or l>ui’(le]K Their plaee iiticeSbarily supplied hy tlie men theiuselveb, who 
hud to dra^^ along two field-pieces and a timhrol of animiuiitioii 1 hi'y set out 
at four in the afternoon, and did not reach the vicinity of Budge Budge till eight 
next morning'. The whole marcli hy land looks like a hhiniler; and, indeed, is 
.so cliaraeterized 1)3’ Clive himself who .says, in a ])rivatp letter to Mr. Bigot t, 
that it was much against hi.s inclination, and that lie Jipj)liod to the iidmiral lor 
boats to laud them at the very iilace where tliey arrived, after sufleriug “hard¬ 
ship,^ not to he described.”^ This Iduudcr, therefore, wa.s not his; but there wa.s 
another of a still more sei'ions nature from which he cannot ho so easil}' excid- 
pated. The place occtpiied on ari'iving was a large iiollow, proliabiy a lidee in 
the rainy .season, as it was ten feet below tl)c level of the plain. It was a mile 
and a half iiortli-east ol'the fort, a mile from tiio river, and half-a-mile east of a 
higliruad leading to Calcutta. The eiistern and part of the southern banks ol' 
the liollow Avere skirted hy a village, wliich .seemed to luwo hecTi recenLl 3 ' aban¬ 
doned. 'J’lie two fietd-piece.s rvere placed on blie north side of this village. The 
plan of the amhuscade was as follows:—'J’ho grenadiers and oOO sepo}’^^ \ver(' 
detached to tidee possession of a village on the hank of the river adjoining the 
wall f)f the fort The company of Amlunteer.s sveic po.stcd in a thicket on the 
Ave.st .side of the road. Clive with the rest of the troop.s continued in the hol¬ 
low. 11 was expected that when the, garrison in the fort i liscovei'ed the broo])s in 
pOH.se.s'sioii of tlie village adjoining' tlie north wall, tlie}’ svoiild mistake them for 
the A\dLole of the attacking foree, and \uuler that impre.ssi()n endeavoured to 
escape hj'-making for the liigliroad. 'WBiile thej’were liasteuing' along it the 
A'oluiiteers, openiug upon them from the thicket, would drive them towai'ds the 
liollow, where their .slaughter or captme ■would he easily effected. 

The idea of danger to tlmmselves seems never to have entered the mind of 
the commander or his snldiens. They were all wora out with fatigue, and to 
make their rest more eaBj' were allowed to quit their arms. Even the orrlinarv- 
precaution of stationing sentinels was neglected, and in a few’ minutes the}' 
were all asleep. Not so the enemy. The previous day Moiiiclmud had arriviHl 
from Calcutta with 1500 horse and 2000 foot. He was now encamped with 
themwdtliiii a distance of two miles, and having by means of H])ioH made himsel f 
acquainted with all Clive’s arrangements, Avas oiilj^ avatching the opportunity to 
turn them against himself The troojis, liuddled in the liollo-w or .scattered in 
the village, had not hiiii down above an lionr when a vollej^ from the east side 
of the village suddenly broke their sliTraber.s. Tlie soldiers rushed in alarm to 
that part of the hollow wliere their arms were gronuded. Had a retreat out ei' 
the reach of the cuernys fii’e boon ordered a fatal panic would probabty have 
ensued; but Clive, whose presence of mind never forsook him, made bis men 
.stand firm, and detached two jdatoons which forced their way into the village at 
the point of the bayonet. This gave time to the artilleryiiren, who on the first 

* of lioM Clh’ej vol. i. page 
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ahu'in liad rii&liod into tho liollow, tu regfiin their guns and open a fire, imdei ap it.5i, 
which that of tho enemy soon slackened. Fortunately for Clive, Monichund ' ~ 

was a coward, and on receiving a hall through tho turban was so frightened 
that he thought only of ilight According to Orme, “had the cavalry advanced 
and charged the trooj).*? in the hollow at the same time that the infantry began 
to fire upon the village, it is not improbalile that the war would have been 
(.s)iic]uded on the very first trial of Imstilities This is cjuesiioned by Sir John 
Midcolm, who says tluit, owing to the thick jungle, cavalry “had no mean.s 
of advancing, except through openings where tlicymnst have been seen, and the 
])OS3ibility of surprise defeated” Sir Jolui, from bis profession, must be ad¬ 
mitted to be the more competent autliority of the two; but, in bis zeal to 
defend the honour of his hero, forgets the time and manner of the surprise. If, 
as he admits, there were openings tlirough wliicli cavaliy might have penetrated, 
how could they have been seen in the dark, and by men w ])0 were fast asleep? 

A gross mistake wa,s undoubtedly committed; and tbongii Clive did all that 
could be done to repair it, it cannot be denied that his success on this occasion 
was due far less to conduct than to good fortune. 

Immediately on Moriichund's retreat the wliole of the troops were marched 

..... . . aiUtti 

to the village fidjoiuing tlieir fort, ami there found the Kent, which had outsailed 
the other vessels, aucliorcd in front of it. The n.ssnnlt was deferred till next day, 
and to as.si,st) in it sailors were lauded. One of these, who had got drunk, 
stviigglod up to the ditch, cro.ssed it, scrambled over the rampart, and .seeing no 
sentinels, ]ialLoae(.l to the advanced guard that he had taken tlie fort. It wa.s 
indeed evacuated liy the enemy, who had only waited till it was dark enough 
to conceal their I'etreat, 

Tho impression ])roduced l^y the affair at Budge Budge was somewhat eoiuihoe 
singular. Tlie British, astonished at the i-esolution displayed in venturing to 
attack them, began to think that they had underrated the Bengal troops, and 
even Clive was dispiriterl. In the letter to Mr. Pigott, already referred to, he 
Hay.s, “You will fiud by the retiuir that our loss in the sldrmish near Budge 
Budge was gi'oater than could well he spared If such skirmi&lie.s were to he 
often I'epeatod,” he afterward adds, “ I cannot take upon me to give iny senti¬ 
ments about our future success against the nabob in the open field; the little 
affair above mentioned was attended with every disadvantage on onr side 

, . . Indeed, i fear we shall labour under many of the.se disadvautage.s 

when attacked by the nabob; and I take it for granted he will he down 
Indore the Ciimherlaml and Marlborough can aiTive.” On the other hand, 
Monichund, who had formed rather a contemptible opinion of the Brifci.sh, from 
the facility with which Calcutta had been taken, now magnified their prowess 
in order to palliate his defeat; and no sooner reached Calcutta than he 
quitted it, leaving only 600 men in the fort, and proceeded nortlnvarcl to coin- 
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uuiuicdte Ilia terror, fii'&t nt Hooghlj’', and altei'warcis to the uahob hiiusclf at 
Moorshedabad. 

To prevent the fleet from coining up the river, Monichund had prepared a 
unrulier of alilps, laden with hricka, intending to bink them in the iiarrowobt 
part of the channel, near Tanna Tlie apjiearance ol the aloop-of-war tnibtrated 
the execution of this scheme; and the rest of the fleet, leaving Budge Budge on 
the 30tli of December, anchored on Nevv-year s Day opposite to Tanna, Avliieh 
was abandoned without flring a shot The next morning Clive, with the 
greater part of the troops, landed at Aligur, a fort opposite, to Tanna, and 
advanceil 113 ’ the highroad on Calcutta Admiral Watson, with the KenL and 
Tiger, arrived liefore him opposite Fort William, and by tlic force of tlioir can¬ 
nonade compelled the enemy, iu little more than two hours, to evacuate both 
the fort and the town A detaelmient .sent ashore, niider command of Ca])tain 
Goote, immediately took possession. When Olive arrived he naLuraU 3 i- oxpected 
to be recognized as military governor of Calcutta, and was mortified above 
measure when Coote showed a commission from Admiral Watson, by wlucl) he 
was Iniuself appointed governor, and specially instructed not to deliver np the 
place till fmther orders. Tliis was another of tlie many instances of collision 
arising from jealousies and raisundei\standing.s between his majesty’,s and the 
,Companj''’s officers At first, as neither party would give way, the affair assumed 
a very threatening appearance. Clive, admitted into the fort, insisted on retain¬ 
ing the, command of it, while the admiral threatened if he did not evacuate to 
fire upon him. Before sucli extremitie,s were resorted to explanations took place, 
and a compromise was effected, bj' whioh Olive waiA^ecl Iiis claim to the command 
on the assmvnrce that it won Id afterwards be given him. Bi accordance with 
tlii.s arrangement Admiral Watson remained in posse,ssion, and the next day 
delivered np the fort to the Company’s representatives in tlie king’s name. 

Tills last proceeding tlirows som(‘ light upon the rpiarrel, and shows that 
more wa,s involved in it than at &'.st sight appears. From the very first, before 
it was known what view the court of director would take, Mr. Drake and his 
colleagues insisted that, notwithstanding the loss of Calcutta, their anthorib}" 
remained entire, and hence Mr. Manningham, tlie member of council whom they 
had sent as their deputy to Madras, formally prote,sted against the independent 
powers with which Clive was invested by this presidency. The, case was still 
stronger now, for a new commission had arrived from England expressly em¬ 
powering "Mr. Drake and three of the council to conduct all the political and 
military aflairs of the presidency. It is not to be .supposed that if the govern¬ 
ment of Madras had been aware of this commission, they would have made Clive 
independent of it, and therefore it was not unreasonable to expect that when 
he arrived and found them regularly installed in office, he would eitlior resign 
his indopenclent powers, or at least keep tliem in abeyance. Such was not his 
view, but it seems to have been Admiral Watson’s; and hence their quarrel, 
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which htul nothing peraonal in it, originated in a determination on tiie jiart of ad 1:57 
the ojio to uphold the authority of the Calcutta counnittee, and on the part of ~ 
the other to give effect to tlie instiuctious wliicli lie had received at Madias. 

How bitterly Clive felt at the treatment he had received appeals lioin several 
pashiige.s ill a private letter to Mr. Pigott:—“Ectween Irieiid.s,” he says, “ I m- 
caniiot hel}) regretting that I ever undertook this expedition. The mortifications ^ 

L have received from Mr Watson and the geiitleineu of tlie srjuadron in point 
of prerogative, are such that nothing but tlie good of the service could induce 
me to suliinit to them ” Speaking of the commission granted to Captain Coote. 
he characterize.s it as a “ dirty uuderhand contrivance, carried on in the mo.st 
secret manner, under a pretence that I intended the same thing, which, 1 declare, 
never entered my thoughts” Again, referring to the true cause of all the mis- 
imdei'staudings and heartl)urniug.s, he ohserve.s, “ The gentlemen here seem 
much dis,satisfied at the authority I am ve,stcd'with. It would he contradicting 
my own sentimeuLs, if I was not to aeknowdedge that I still posses.s the opmioii 
that the gentlemen of Madras could not have taken a .stcji more prudent, or more 
eon.si.stent with the Company is interests; for, I am sorry to say, the lo.s.s of private 
propei'ty, and the mean.s of recovering it, .seem to be the only o])jeet.s which take 
up the attention of the Bengal gentlemen.” Parther on he gives utterance to 
the .same opinion in .still harsher and even rancorous terms—“I would have 
you guard against everything the.se geutlemen can .say; for, believe me, they are 
bad subjects and rotten at heait, and will .stick at nothing to ^irejiuliee you and 
the gentlemen of the committee; indeed, liow should they do otherwi,se when 
they have not spared one another? 1 .shall only add, their conduct at Calcutta 
finds no excuse, even among theniselvc.s; and that tlie riches of Peru and Mexico 
sliould not induce me to dwell among* them.” CTive could not entertain an 
opinion without acting upon it; and therefore, when the committee .sent him a 
letter, demanding that he should place himself under them, he an.sweretl, 'T do 
not intend to make ase of my power for acting separately from you, wdthout 
you reduce me to the nece.s.sity of so doing; but, as ffu* as conceriLS the means of 
executing these powev.s, you will excuse me, gentlemen, if I refuse to give these 
up; I cannot do it -without forfeiting the trust rejiosed in me by the select com¬ 
mittee of I'oii St. George.” 

Iutellit>*euce havina: been received that the recapture of Calcutta had thrown Attack on 

® Hoo&hly 

the enemy into great con.sterna.tion, and that the nabobs army Avould not be 
ready for some time to ma,rch from Moorsliedabad, it was determined to take 
advantage of tlie interval by assuming the aggressive and attacking Hooghly. 

Thi.s place, altuated on the right bank of the river, twenty-seven miles above 
Calcutta, was regarded as the royal port of Bengal, and had thus an adven- 
tition,s importance in addition to that -which it derived from its -wealth and 
population, Aa the object no-w was to bring the nabob to terms as speedily as 
possible, the capture of it was good strategy, as nothing seemed better* caleu- 
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AD ir- lated to convince liiiu of fclie disasterti wliich lie inigld bring iqwu liijnself by 
ijonti'nuing' obstinate. The town, though open, was guarded by 3000 men, and, 
iiioi-pover, defended by a fort -with a garrison of 2000 men. Con.sideriug tlie 
iiupurtance of the Tiieans of defence, the force employed in the attack seems 
Very inado([nate It consi.sted of only a twenty-goii sliip, a sloop ot wtiv, auil 
three other ves.sels, having on hoard 130 Europeans and 200 sepoys, under the 
ciiinmand of Major KUpatrick and Captain L'oote It was expecteil to nsicli 
Hooglily in one tide, Inri a delay of five days took place in consecpience of the 
sliip luiving .struck upon a sandhauk Tlie intended surprise was thus a failure, 
and the enemy, foreivarned, had ample time to prepare their means of resistance, 
Siieh however, was tlieir pusillanimity or dismay, that the 3000 men in tlie 
town only .saw the British troop.s lauded, and then made off without risking an 
encounter. Tlie fort was battered by the vessels till night, and then attacked 
in two divi.sious; one of them by feint on the main gate, while ilie other, con¬ 
sisting of a jiarty of troops and .sailors, under Captain Cootc, stormed at tlu' 

'Siituie.t lireach. The giuTisou, seeing their assailants on the ramparts, fled out prcciiii- 
tately at the le.sser gate. These easy .successes made the British over-confidmit, 
and Capttiin Coote, rvho had proceeded thi-ee inile-s to the north witli only fifty 
.Europeans and 100 sepoy.s, and de.stroyod several granaries of rice, narrowly 
escaped a.s he was returning, from lieing overwhelmed by the fugitive troops, 
who, unknown to liim, were lying in tlic neighbourhood watching lii,y move¬ 
ments By singular good foifune and dexterity he di.sengaged ljim.self without 
the loss of a single uian. If, as Mr. Mill gratuitously asserts, without ndduciug 
any authority, the capture of Hooghly was undertaken "solely with a view to 
[iluuder,'’ ‘ the result must have been disappointment, as the value of all that 
was obtained was estimated only at '£ 13,000 

\i'nri>'Hncii liming the expe<litiun to Hooghly, intelligence arrived that the long 

(.raat IJn- ^ ® “ 

tmn .iiiii expected Will’ between Great Britain and Prance wa,s actually declared. Tlip, 
.state of matters in Bengal thus assumed tm ominouB appearance, T'he Preiich 
had 300 Europeans and a train of artillery at Cliaiidernagore, and it was feared 
that they would at emee join the nabob. In that ca,se the British would in ,all 
lirobahility he overmatched The whole force then in Bengal would scarcely 
enable tbein to keep the field, and to all appearance the larger part of it was 
about to be witlidrawn, as tiro Madras presidency, alarmed for their own safety, 
had directed Clive to return as early as }) 0 ,ssible with what troop,s could he 
spared. A vigorous aud successful prosecution of the war against the nabob 
being, in Gonsecpienee, deemed hopele.ss, the tone of the Bengal .select coinmiUee 
was immediately Icm'ered, and they resolved to lose no time in endeavouring to 
negotiate a pence. With this view they opened a communication rvitli tlie 
hanker, Juggut Seat, and condescended to request him to mediiite in their 
behalf. The nabob’s fetu's had formerly inclined him to eome to terms, but the 

* Vfill’a BrUisli India, vol. iii, page 175, 



C'riAi’. X I 


ATTKMPTEJJ NEGUTIATIOTSTS WITH THE XABOL. 


.jo 7 


afcfcaclc on Hooglily made him furious, and his auny was immediately ordei'ed a d itst 
to marcii southward and avenge it Juggut Seat, aware that the time for iicgo- 
tiatioii had passed, and afraid to implicate himself by interceding in behalf 
tliofec wliom tlie iialiob iiad again doomed to desti'iiction, ventured no furtluT Hithtiic 
than to instruct Rurijeet Eoy, his ablest agent, to accompany tlu‘ army, and at 
the same time correspond witli (Jlive. Omicimnd was also in the nabob’s train, 

During the nabob,ship of Ali Verdy Kluin, he obtained the far largest ,sluu-c of 
the contracts by which the Company provided their shipineiit,s. This lucra¬ 
tive employnieiit lie had lost, because the Company, imputing a deterioration 
in the (quality of the goods to his avarice, had determined, instead of employing 
contractors, to deal at first hand with the producers themselves. Hi,s ofleuce at 
tlii.s change was the main ground of the suspicion hy which the presidency 
bliouglit theiu.selve.s justified iu im])risouing him, and preventing the removal of 
his goods from Calcutta, when it was attacked His fortunes had in eonse- 
(pience been .shattered, for he,sidcs tlie large ,snm of money found in hi.s trea¬ 
sury, his loss by the destruction of hou,se,s and other property was iminense, 
ni,s wliole thoughts and eflbrts were now emjiloyed in obtaining coiipiensatiun 
For this purpose the favour of the nabob and of the Company were ecpially 
necessary to him. The foniier lie had .secured hy ingratiating himself with 
Mohuu Loll, the principal favourite at tlie court of Moorshedabad; the latter 
he now hoped to recover by aiding their endeavours to procure a jieace. The 
Company has thus two influential agents in the nabob’s camp. For the time, 
however, they seemed to have fiiiled, and the nabob continued to advance. 

In the eagerness to negotiate, the necessity of proviibng against the only nutemiMi 
alternative had not been overlooked About a mile tu the north of Calcutta, commuoi 
and half that distance from the bank of the river, a camp had been fortified. 

The spot was well chosen, for ha,viug the river on the west, and a large lake and 
extensive marshes about Hvo miles beyond the Mahratta Hitch on the east, an 
enemy from the north could not enter the Company’.s territory without coming 
iu sig'ht of it. The mtillery, which had liitheHo been the great want, had at 
length been supplied by the arrival of the Marlborough. On the 80th of 
January the uahQh’,s army began to cro.ss the river, about ten miles above 
Hoogbly. Very fortunately it bad not been joined by the French, wlio threw 
away an excellent opportunity of ciipjding, if not crushing their rivals, hy 
reviving the chimerical idea of neutrality between the two companies, wlule 
war was raging between their respective nations. Even vdthont the French a,s 
auxiliaries, the nabob seemed so formidable that even after his army had began 
to cross, proposals of peace were forwarded to him. He received them with 
great apparent cordiality, and at the same time continued his march. On the 
2d of February he proposed a conference with deputies, but failed to keep his 
promise of sending them pasispiorts. The very next morning the van of his 
army was seen advancing at full march from the north-east. From the nature 
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A T) i 7;7 of tlie gvoiuid tlieir progress might easily have been stopped; but Clive, uiiwill- 
iiig- either to divide Ills force or to eommence hostilities while the least hope 
of accouiinodatiou reiiiaiiicd, allowed them to pass. Most ol them .spread them¬ 
selves along the ground outside tlie ditch, but a predatory hoi'di', armed only 
with dubs, entered the Comjjanys teiiitoiy, and were engaged in [)illaging the 
houses of the natives in tlie north part of the town, when a detachment posted 
at Perriug’,s Itedoubt sallied out and expelled them. New bodies of the enemy 
continued to arrive, and coolly began to entrench themselves in a largo g;ardcn 
midway between tbe heail of the lake and the ditch, and about a mile and a 
half from the British eamp. This insult was not to be borne, and yet. the only 
pimi.shmeut whieli it provoked wa.s an ineffective cannonade. 

Next morning' the main body of the eneinj''appeared, following therlircction 
tutiii* oE the van, hut so eagerly ■vvus the hope of a possihle aeeonmiodatiou stui oluug 
to, that on the nabob again piopositig a conference at a village six miles to the 
north, two deputies were sent. On arriving they found, as might have betui 
anticipated, that the nabob had started .some hours before. They followed on 
his track, and found him seated in (piarters which he had ttdceu up in Omichiuid’s 
garden, in the north-east part of the Company’s territory, within the ditch. 
It is difficult to account for the inertness manifested bj' Clive on this occa¬ 
sion All the advantages derived from his fortified camp wore apparently lost 
without any attempt to turn them to account, and at least part of tlie 
enemy had mtliout molestation interposed between liiiu and Calcutta. The 
deputies might now have considered their business at an end. The nabob by 
liasteiiing on witli bis army, without waiting for them, had given the most 
significant intimation of his designs. They were determinod, however, not to 
be balked of an interview, and succeeded in obtaining it. Roydullub, the 
dewan, on their introduction to him hy Himjeet Roy, tleomcd their application 
for an intervicAV, under the cireiunstauces, so strange, that he suspected them of 
being assas.sius, and insisted on having their swords. They refused to bo so 
insulted, and were conducted to the durbar or council Besides the nabob and 
Ills principal officers, many others of inferior degree Avere present. Tliese had 
appjarently been selected for the largeness of their stature, and the ferocity of 
their countenances. To g'ive them a still more terrific, appearance they were 
ckessed in tldek staffed dresses, with enormous turbans, and kept scowling at 
the deputie.s, as if they only Availed the signal to minder thorn After expostu¬ 
lating AAnth the nabob for entering tlie Company’s limits, while ainusuig tbem 
Avith offers of peace, the dep-uties produced a paper of proposals. The nabob, 
alter reading them and refemug to the deivan, dismissed the assembly. The 
deputies, on leaidiig, were whispered by Omichuud to take cars of theinselvos. 
Alaimod before, they noAv set no linrits to their fears, and, ordering tlieir 
attendants to extingmsh the lights, that the path they tPok might not be seen, 
hastened off without Availing to confer witli the dewan, 
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The report nf the deputies left no room for further negotiation, and Clive 
determined to attack the nabob’s camp in the morning Mis force consisted of 
G50 men, forming the Emopean battalion, 100 ai-tillerymen with six lield- 
jiieccs, 800 sepoys, and COO siiilors, who had been landed at midnight, and 
armed with firelock,?. The enemy mustered about 10,000 men, most of them 
encamped between the ditch and the lake, but a considi'rable part witli tlie 
general, Meer Jaffior, witliin tlic ditcb, to protect the nabob in lii.s qmirters in 
Omiclmnd’a garden The attack was made, but proved fiir less .successful than 
had been anticipated. Olive, in a letter a<ldressed to the secret committee at 
home, gives this .summary account of the matter.—“About three o’clock iti the 
morning, I marched out with nearly my whole force, leaving only a few Euro- 
pean.s, with 200 new rai.sed bncksarce,s, to guard our camp About six we 
entered the enemy’,? camp, in a thiclc fog, and ciussed it in about two hour.s, 
doing considerable execution. Had the fog cleared tip, as it usually does about 
eight o’clock, when we were entire master.? of the camp without the ditch, the 
action must liave been deci.sivc; in.stcad of rvldch it thickened, and occasioiied 
our mistaking the way.” The loss on his part was .severe, amounting to 120 
Europeans, 100 .sepoy.s, aud two field-pieces; and his troops were not only 
dispirited, Imt blamed the attack as ill-concerted. Orme is decidedly of this 
opinion, and say.s that “the men ought to have assembled at Porring’s Redoubt, 
wliicli is not half a mile from Oniichund’.s garden, to which they iiiight have 
marched in a spacious road, capable of admitting twelve or fifteen men abreast.” 
This seems plausible, but an obvious objection is, that, by that arrangement, 
fiicility of attack would have been purcluiscd by leaving the nabob an easy 
outlet to join the main body of his army, and thus escape. By' beginning with 
the main body, and proceeding gradually towai'ds the nabob’.s bencl-qua)'ter,s, he 
took the best means to secure bis person, and, to all appearance, would have 
succeeded but for a natural event of unusual occurrence, and therefore not 
anticipated. The moral ell'oct, however, was as great as if the success had 
been complete. The nabob, having received a practical specimen of the land 
of enemy he had to deal with, was much more di.spo.sed to be pacific. 

The very next day after the attack he employed Runjeet Roy to write a 
letter containing proposals of peace, and under the pretext of proving his 
.sincerity, thoiigh probably more with a view to his own pei’sonal safety, retired 
with his whole army, and encamped about three mile.s north-east of the lake 
Here, after various messages of negotiation brought and carried by Runjeet 
Roy and Omiehiind, a treaty was conclndcd on the 9th of Fcdiruaiy. Its lead¬ 
ing terms were—^that the nabob should restore the Companj-’s factories, hut with 
only sitch of the plundered effects a»s had been regTiloi’ly brought to account in 
the books of his government—permit them to fortify Calcutta in any way they 
should think expedient—exempt all merclrandise with their dustufcs ftfim fee 
or custom-—and confirm all the priH1egp.s granted to them .since their first 
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arrival in the country. The nabol), now as anxious ior Irienclsliip as be had 
previously been bent on hostile measures, thought the treaty did not go iar 
enough, and, only three days after concluding it, jiropoised an alliance ollen- 
•sive and defensive against all cneniic.s This was exactly wliat Clive wished, 
and the new article, brougld by (Imichund, was returned by him ratilied the 
.same clay 

Tlie treaty did not meet the view.s of all parties at Calcutta While it was 
under consideration. Admiral Watson, with characteristic bhintncKs, cautionc'd 
Clive ac'iiinht Lrustino- to the nabob’s promises “ Till he is well thrashed, don t, 
sir, flatter j'our.self he will he inclined to peace Let us, thorclore, not ho ovc]'- 
reached by his politics, hnt malce use of oiir arms, which will he much more 
prevalent than any treaties or negotiations” Many, moreover, were di.s.satis(iod 
with the tei'ins. and expre.s.sed their dLsappointment that no compc'nsation had 
been provided for the losse.s of private .sulferens, not a few of wheun had htsm 
absolutely ruined i)}^ the pillaging of Calcutta. Their case had Jiot heeu over¬ 
looked, and C'llvi' had bi'ought it .specially under the nabob’s notice. On iindlng, 
however, that he gave only promises, but refused to come under any f(.)rmal 
obligation on the subject, he could not permit tlie claims of individuaLs to stand 
in the way of what he believed to be “the interest of the Company.” In a 
private letter to the chairman of the court of directors, he .states tho grounds on 
which he acted with great force and clearness:—“If 1 liad only eonsulted tlie 
interest and reputation of a .soldier, the conclusion of this peace might easily 
have been su.speiuled. I know, at the same time, theis; are many who think I 
have been too precipitate in the conclusion of it; but .surely those wlio are of 
this opinion never knew that the delay of a clay or two might have ruined tli(‘ 
Couipany’.s afl'inns. by the junction of the French with the nahoh, which was on 
the point of being earned into execution. They never' considonrd the situaiion 
of atfains on the coast, and the positive orders sent me by the gentlemen there, 
to return with the major part of the forces at all events; they never considered 
that, with a war upon tlie coast and in the province of Bengal at tho same time, 
a trading company- could nut sul)sist without a great a.s.sistance from tho govci'n- 
ment; and, hist of all, they never considered that a long wai-, attended through 
the whole course of it with siicce,ss, ended at last with the expense of more than 
tifry lacs to the Company,” These views are well expressed, and prove th.at Clive 
wa.s a statesman a.s web. as a warrior. Tliey fail, however, to moot one ver}" 
obvious objection to tlie treaty. It provided no gnai'autcc of any Idud for its 
ohseiwancc, and thus left the nabob at full liberty to disregard it whonevor he 
might think he could do so with impunity. It was therefore merely a promise, 
and what tliis was worth from such a quarter Clive himself tells ns in the same 
letter, wdien he says-“It cannot be expected that the princes of this country, 
who.so fidelity is always to he su.specfced, will remain firm to their- promises and 
ongagement.s from principle only. It is, therefore, become absolutely necessary 
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to Iceep up a respectable force in this province for the future.” If so, it follows a d its? 
as an obvious inference that, in treating with such princes, obligations written 
or verbal arc in themselves worthless, .and that, to give them any value, they 
ought always to he accompanied with a mateii,al guarantee, whicli would operate 
as a penalty in the event of tlieir being adolated It will he seen tliat Olive at 
a later ])eriod of his career both saw this necessity and acted upon it 

Next to peace with the nabob, the oldect nearest Clive's heart wovs the r“P«'ition.i 
destruction of the French interest in Bengal. It seemed to follow frnin the terms oumiei 
of the offensive and defensive alliance against all enemies, that the nabob could * 
no longer continue to give any couutenance to the French; and thei’oforo, on 
the very day when the alliance wms ratified, Clive told Omichund to sound him 
on the subject, and endeavour to obtain hi.s consent to an attack on Chauder- 
nagoro. He detested the very idea, .and wdth good reason, for not only did the 
revenue gain considerably by the French trade, hut good policy dictated that 
the rival companies might be employed as mutual check.s on each other, and 
prevent the danger to which the native government migdrt he exposed, if one 
of them were allowed to gain an entire ascendency. The nabob therefore made 
no secret of his unwillingness to withdraw liis protection from the French, but 
a.s he only temporized, and did not expressly prohibit the attack, Clive deter¬ 
mined to ctiiTy it into eflect. With this view, on the 18th of February, he 
crossed the river with his troops, a few miles above Calcutta, The French liad 
no difficulty in penetr.ating his design, and immediately claimed the nabob’s 
protection Their messengers found liim on his retiun. homewards at Auga- 
deep, about forty miles south of Moorshedahad; and Laving succeeded in con¬ 
vincing liim that their destruction would endanger his own safety, induced him 
to write a letter, peremptorily forbidding the attack. Not satisfied •with thus 
interfering in their behalf, he made them a isresent of 100,000 rupees, gave 
orders to Nimcomar, now governor of Hooghly, dh'ectly to assist them if his 
prohibition was disregarded, and even made preparations for sending back 
Meer Jaffier, with lialf his army, to encamp at Chandernagore. On seeing tlie 
nabob thus decided, Clive made a merit of necessity, and, in conjunction with 
Admiral Watson, gave both verbal and written assurances that the nabob’s 
wishes in the matter would be strictly attended to, and that the attack would 
not he made without his sanction. As it thus .appeared that fcho French were 
not to be ciuished by violence, the next best thing'wms to secure theii’ neutrality; 
and with this view, not only were negotiations resmned, but a treaty was 
actually drawn np, ixnd only waited to he signed when at the hast moment a 
deimtr took place. The French commissioners, when the c|uestion was put to 
them, admitted that they were acting only in their own name, and could not 
bind the government of Pondicherry, Though it must he admitted that a treaty 
made under such circumstances would have been futile, the conduct of the 
British was not ingenuous. It is difficult to believe that they -were not from 
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the fii'st a'^rare of the defect of poweia which they now preteiidetl to i^avc 
discovered, or that they had ever intended to do more than amuse the J’rcncli, 
while they were employing all kinds of influence to overcome the nahoh’s 
reluctance to the proposed attack. In this intrigue the princi]ial parts were 
jterformed Ly Mr. Watts, who had become the (Jompauy's representative at Moor- 
.shetlabad. and Omicliuud, who. having succeeded in eftacing the suspicions under 
which he suffered so severely at Calcutta, was now become one of the Coni]iany’s 
most active and confidential agents So zealous was Oinicliund, that when the 
nabob—suspecting an intention of attacldng Gbanderuagore, notwithstanding 
his express prohibition—indignantly asked him to answer strictly whetbor they 
intended to maintain or to break the treaty, he answered, that the English wore 
famous throughout the world for their good faith, insomuch, “ that a man in 
England who on any occasion told a lie was utterly disgraced, and never after 
aduiittt'd to tlie society of his former friends and acquaintance." After this 
ratlier apocryphal declaration, he called in a Brahmin, and took what was re¬ 
garded as a most solemn oath, b}’^ i)utting his hand raider the Brahmin's foot, 
and swearing that the English would never break the treaty. 

The pressure brought to bear upon the nabob by intrigues with his iiiinistei'S 
and favourites was much increased by an alarm winch reached him from a 
difi'erent quarter. Ahmed Shah Abdalee, having again invaded llindoostan, 
had entered Dellii, and was understood to contemplate an incursion into the 
eastern provinces. The nabob was, in consequence, more anxious than ever to 
seeui’e the British alliance, from which ho anticipated iinjjortant aid, in the 
event of an Afghan invasion, and became less and less decided in bi.s refusals 
to .sanction tlie attack of the French settlements. Taking advantage of this 
feeling, Admiral Watson thus mldressed him :—“You are going to Patna. You 
ask our assistance. Can. we, with the least degree of prudence, march with you 
and leave our enemies behind us? You will then he too liir off to .support us, 
and we shall be unable to defend om’.selves. Think what can be done in this 
situation. I see but one way. Let ns take Chandernagore and secure ourselves 
from any apprehensions from that quarter, and then we will assist you with 
every man. in om power, and go with you even to Delhi, if you will. Have we 
not sworn reciproctdly that the friends and enemies of tlie one should be 
regarded as such by the other? And wiU not God, the avenger of perjury, 
punish us if we do not fulfil our oaths? What can I say more? Let me request 
the favour of yora speedy answer.” The answer was not speedy; and proof 
having been oblained that the nabob was intriguing with tlie French, the 
admiral ussumed a harsher tone, and sent a letter concluding with the following 
menace:—“I now acquaint yon that the remainder of the troop.g, which should 
have been here long ago, and which 1 hear the colonel told you he expected, 
wiE be at Calcutta in a few days; that in a few days more I shall despatch a 
vessel for more ships and more troops; and that I will kindle such a flame in 
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your country as all the water in the Ganges shall not he able to extinguish 
Farewell! Bemenibcr that ho who promises you this never yet broke his word 
with you or with any man whatsoever.” 

This was rather .strange language to address to an ally, an independent prince, 
with whom a treaty offensive and defensive had been concluded only a few 
weelcsbefore. The nabob, however, wa,s a coward at heart; and, though foaming 
with rage, sent two letters in reply. In tl>e one, quietly pocketing the menace, 
he contented himself with excusing the delay which had taken place in the 
payment of the compensation due under the treaty; in the othci-, rather evading 
than facing the subject of Chandernagore, ho used the following expre.s.sion:— 
"You have understanding and generosity; if yonr enemy with an upright 
heart claims your protection, you will give him his life; but then you must be 
well satisfied of the innocence of his intentions; if not, whatsoever you think 
rigid that do.” This Gxpres.sjon, which may be varionsl}^ interpreted, becomes 
stiU more enigmatical in the work of Mr Orme, who gives it thus:—"If an 
enemy' comes to you and implores your mercy, with a clean heart, his life .should 
be spared; but, if you mi.stni.st his sincerity, act according to the time and 
occasion.” At this time Clive considered himself and the admiral .so completely 
bound not to attack Chandernagore "contrary to the expressed order of the 
nabob,” that he says they could not do it without being "guilty of a breach of 
faithand yet, with no better authority than they managed to extract from 
the above dubious expression, they felt relieved of all their scruples They 
might at least, in a case of so much dubiety, have asked the nabob to give his 
own exjilanation. They refrained, and it must harm been purposely', for when 
they were proceeding with their preparations the exjilanation arrived unasked, 
and amounted to an expressed retractation of any assumed previous as.sent. So 
fai’, however, from giving effect to the prohibition, they treated it as "an indig¬ 
nity.”Perhaps the best explanation of the resolution to proceed at aU hazards 
may he found in the fact that three ships had just arrived from Boinhay', having 
on board tliree companies of infantry, and one of artillery, and that the Guin.- 
herland, which parted from the .squadron on the voyage from iladra.?, had at 
length readied Balasoro Eoads. 

The capture of Ohaudernagore was an entci-prise not unattended with diffi¬ 
culty. The settlement, situated on the right bank of the river, and a little south 
of the town of Hooghly, extended two miles along the bank, and a mile and a 
half inland The fort, standing about thirty yards from the water, and nearly 
equidistant from the south and north extremities of the settlement, formed a 
square of about 130 yards, inclosed by a wall and rampart, with a hastioir at 
each angle mounting ten guns. Several more guns Avere mounted on the ram¬ 
parts, and eight on a ravelin on the hanks of the river opposite to the western 
gateway, Beside these cannon, which were aU from twenty-four to thirtj'- 
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t’lPO pounder.'i, .six of les.s calibre stood on the terrace of a church within tlie fort, 
and overlooking its walls. The Fionch, on learning the declaration of war, liad, 
as wc have seen, endeavoured to wai’d off the dangci to which it exposed them, 
h}' proposing a neutrality, hut, with mucli nioic wisdom and foresight than had 
been exhibited at Calcutta, continued in tlio meanwhile to make the beat use oi' 
the time in strengthening their defences They demolished the buildings within 
100 yards of the walls, u.sing the materials to form a glacis, and began to dig a 
ditch. Neither of thc.se works was completed, but their defects were in .some 
measuie .supplied by batteries without the verge of the glacis, and in poaitions 
commanding the principal streets and approache.s by land. The £i]3proach by 
water had not been overlooked, for not only had a battery been erected about 
150 yaids south of the fort, to command the narrowe.st part of the chamud, hut 
a number of vessels had been .sunk in it The garrison mustered (500 Europeans, 
of whom onlj" a lialf Avere regular ti'oop.s, and -SOO sepoy.s. Some assistance was 
also expected from Nuncomar, Avho was encamped with a body of troops in the 
Aiciuity; but Omicliund bad succeeded in bribing him not to interfere 

Clive, having been joined by the Bombay reinforcemoiit, commencecl hostiliticr 
on the llth of March. To avoid four batteries faring the south, he made his 
approach from the west, along a road leading to the north face of the fort, The 
French made the most of their position; and, by means of detacliments placed in 
the thickets, continued skiimiahiiig till three in the aftcrnooir, when they retired 
into a liattory under the protection of the noi’th bastion. This proving un¬ 
tenable, in eonsecpience of a fii-e of musketry kept up from some adjoining 
houses, they .spiked the cannon, and retired into the fort. The abandonment of 
this battery nece,ssarily involved that of those to the .southward, as they might 
noAV he attacked in rear. Their defenders were therefore recalled next morning. 
All tlie batteries rvithout the works had thus been rendered useless except the 
one on the Iniuk of the river. The 15th wa.s employed in effecting a lodg- 
tnent near the southern esplanade, by taking possession of the adjoining honaea, 
under the shelter of Avhioh the be.siegers suffered little from the fire of the gariison. 
The IGth was employed in bringing up the artillery and stores, and tlio i7th 
and 1 yth were chiefly occupied by the besiegers in keeping up a fire of musketry 
Irom the tops of houses, shelling the fort from a thirteen-inch mortar and .some, 
coehorns, No decided progress, howermr, was made. On the lf)th, the ships 
Kent, I iger, and Salisbm'ij anived, after a very difficult navigation, and 
anchored about a mile beiorv the fort. The narrow channel in which tho .ships 
had been sunk was now the main obstacle, aa the ships so long as they remffined 
outside of it could not act rvith effect Fortunately it was ascertained by dili¬ 
gent sounding,s, and the infonnation of a deserter, that a practicable passage 
.still remained It Avas therefore determined that the effect of a bombardment 
by the ships should be forthwith tried. Indeed, every delay Avas attended A’rith 
the gi eatest danger; for the nabob, on finding that remonstrances had proved 
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unavailing, no longer .satisfied ■\vitli sending threatening messages, but had a d irsf. 
actually sent, lorward part of his army, as if he had at la.st resolved to make 
common cause with the French. Roydulliih, the dewan, advanced with this 
detachment within twenty miles of Hooghly, ami would have heem in time to 
ittempt the relief of Ohaiidernagore had not Nuncomar treacherously assured 
him of the contrary. 

The attack was fixed for the ilttli. At sunrise on that day two hatterie.s 
which had been completed on shore opened their fire. The fort returned lij (JIilLikIoi- 
vigorously, and for a time established a decided superiority. At seven o’clock, 
when the ships were first brought into action, a marked change took place 
Tlie Ti(/ar, in passing to tlie north-east bastion, which was lier .station, and 
wliere .she finally ancliored at tlie distance of only fifty yards, fired her first 
broadside at the ravelin with such eft’eot that that dofcncje was immediately 
abandoned. The ITent was less fortunate. Her allotted station was the ravelin 
before the middle of the curtain; hut in proceeding to occupy .she encountered 
such a deadly fire, that some degree of confusion ensued, during which the cable, 
instead of being .stopped, was allowed to run to its end. The consequence was, 
tliat the ship fell hack so far that she lay just beyond tbe .soutb-east, and at tlie 
same time expo.scd to a flank of tbe south-west bastion. It was too late to 
make a change, and the Salishiwy, to which this very position had been 
assigned, was entirely thrown out of the action, the whole brunt of which was 
borne by the Tiyev and the Kent. Notwithstanding these disadvantagx's the fire 
of the besiegers wa.s .so telling that at nine o’clock the fort hung out a flag of truce 
At three in the afternoon the capitulation was concluded. Though the defence 
was of .short duration, its efficiency, while it lasted, is proved hj^ tlie state in 
which it left the Kent She had received six shot in her masts, and 142 in her 
hull; her casualties also were severe, amounting to nineteen killed and seventy- 
two wounded, Ainoug the latter were the commander. Captain Speke, and lii,s 
son, wlio were both struck down by a single shot. The captain ultimately 
recovered, but hi.s sou died. Ives, who was siu-geon of the Kent, profession¬ 
ally attended both of them, and gives such an interesting account of the heroism 
displayed by the .son, a youth of only sixteen years of age, tliat it would he 
unpardonable to omit it,^ 

When he was carried down into the after-hold his leg was hanging only by Horokm of 

youu^ 

the skin. Great as his suffering must have been, he was thinking only of his spokp 
father, whose womid he feared had been mortal. On being assured of the con¬ 
trary he became calm; but when it was proposed to examine his own wound, he 
earne.stly asked the surgeon if he had dressed his father, “ fox' he could not think 
of being toixched till his father had been taken care of.” Being told that this 
was aU'eady done, “ then,” i-eplied the generous youth, pointing to a fellow-sufferer, 

“pray, sir, look to and di-ess this poor man, who is groaning so sadly beside 

■ Ives, A Voj/afff, from England to India, p, 132-131. 
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me” He, too, had been di-essed already; and the poor youth, on submitting 
himself to the surgeon, observed, " Sir, I fear you must amputate above the 
joint.” Ives replying “I must,” lie clasped his hands, and, looking upward, 
solemnly and fervently ejacidated, “Good God, do thou enable me to behave in 
my present circnmstaiices worthy of iny father’s son ” After this prayer ho 
told the sui'geon that he was all submission, and bore the operation (ampu¬ 
tation above the knee-joint) without speaking a word, or uttering a groan that 
could be liearrl at a yard distant. The next day he was removed to the hos¬ 
pital at Calcutta For the fir-st eight or nine days the symptoms were favour¬ 
able A change then took place, and he died on the thirteenth day after the 
operation His father having been removed, not to the hosjoital, but to the 
liouse of a friend, the noble-hearted boy, still sufipccting the wor.st, sent the 
following note, written by himself in pencil at two o'clock in the morning of the 
very day on which he died;—“ If Mil'. Ives will consider the di,sorder a son 
must bo in, when ho is told he is dying, and yet is in doubt whether liis 
father is not in as good a state of health. If Mr. Ives is not too busy to honour 
this cbitt, which nothing but the greatest uneasiness could draw from mo. The 
boy waits an answer.” It is scarcely necessary to account for the verbal inac¬ 
curacies of the note by mentioning that the heroic suR'erer had become delirious. 
Mr. Ives imnieiliately hastened to liis bedside, when the following dialogue took 
place:—“And is he dead?” “Who?” “My father, sir.” “No; nor is ho in any 
danger, I assure j-ou: he is almost well.” "Thank God! Then why did they 
tell me ,so? I am now .satisfied and ready to die.” “At this time,” .says Mr. 
Ives, “ he had a locked jaw, and was in gi-eat distress; but I understood every 
word he so inarticulately uttered. He begged my pardon for having disturbed 
c me at .so early an hour; and before the day was ended surrendered up a 
valuable life’' Valuable, indeed; for wdio can doubt, after reading the above 
narrative, that had illiarn Speke been .spared he would have earned for him¬ 
self a place among the greatest and best of the naval heroes of his country. 
It ought to be added that Captain Speke was not tmworthy of boiiig the 
father of riiich a son. His heart was hound up in the boy; and the fir,9t thing he 
did rvhen taken below rvas to teU how dangerously Lis poor BiUy was wouJided 
For some day.s the .surgeon was able to rejoice him by hope.s of a recovery, but 
at last was obliged by his silence anel looks to prepare him for the woi'.st. On 
the tenth day he for the first time put a direct (inestion on the .subject. " How 
long, my friend, do you think my Billy may rsmam in a state of uncertainty?” 
The siu'geon answered, “If he lived from the fifteenth day of tlie operation 
there would be the greatest hopes of Ids recovery.” On the sixteenth day, 
looking steadfastly in the surgeon’s face, he said, “ Well Ives, how fares it with 
my boy?” Receiving no answer, he could not but know the cause. After 
crying bitterly, he asked to be left alone foi' half an hour, and when at the cad 
of that time Mr. Ives returned, "he appeared, as he ever after did, perfectly 
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c.iliu and serene.” CapLaiu Speke never perfectly recovered from lii.s wound, ad. i7,w 
and died at the enrly age of forty-three. He lived long enough, however, to 
distinguisli himself in the naval victory gained hy Sir Edward Hawke off 
Eclloislc. Tn that action he commanded the Resolution of .seventy, and oblig-cd 
the Formidahle, though much sui)erjor in force, to strike to him. 

Thougli the nabob had not disguised his eUspleasure at the expedition against Tiienaimb, 

, I o al.irmedat 

Chandernagore, rumours of the approach of the Afghans were so prevalent, that .m Afgiian 
in his anxiety to aecm’e the assistance of the Biitish troops, he not only refrained tcmin.nz’es. 
from expressing any indignation at its capture, hut congratulated the com¬ 
manders on then- Ruccess, and made an oiler of the whole teixitory to the Com¬ 
pany on the same terms on which the French had held it. Hi,s sincerity was 
more than rpiestionahlc; for he still retained a large body of men at an inter¬ 
mediate spot between Hooghly and his capital, apparently to embrace any 
favourable opportunity of resuming hostilities; and, so far from withdrawing his 
protection from the other French factories in Bengal, gave an asylum in Coasim- 
hazar to a body of their troops, consisting partly of some who had escaped from 
Chandernagore before it fell, and partly of others who, after they had become 
prisoners of war, had broken their parole. There can be little doubt—indeed it 
was fully establi.shed hy letters afterw.ards discovered—that he was at this time 
in correspondence with Bussy, and in hopes that that distinguished officer would 
appear in Bengal at the liead of a formidahle force. In one letter to him, 
written before Cliandernagorc was taken, the iiaholj says, "These disturbers 
of my country, the admiral and Colonel Clive (Sahut Jung^), whom bad 
fortune attend! without any reason whatever are warring against Znbal-ul- 
Toojar^ (M. Bcirault), the governor* of Chandernagore. This you will learn 
from his letter. T, who in all things seek the good of mankind, assist him in 
every respect, and liave sent him the host of my troop.s, tliat he may join with 
them and fight the English; and if it become necessary I will join him myself. 

1 hope in God these English will he punished for the disturbances they have 
raised. Be confident; look on my forces as your orvn. I wrote you before 
for 2000 aoldiei'S and musketeers, under the command of two trusty chiefs. I 
persuade myself you have already sent them as I desired; should you not, 

I desire you will do me the pleasure to send them immediately.” In another 
letter, written the week after Chandernagore was taken, he says, " I am advised 
that you have arrived at Echapore. This news gives me pleasure. The sooner 
you come here, the greater pleasure I shall have in meeting vdth you. What 
can I write of the perfidy of the English? They have without ground picked a 
ipuarrel with M. Eenault, and taken hy force his factory. They want now to 
quarrel with AT. Law, your chief at Cossimhazar; hut I will take care to 
oppose and overthrow all their proceedings. When you come to Balasore I will 

> Or “ Tlie hafiJig in War,” the title by which Clive is still Ituowa among the natives in India, 

t Or "Wie Eseence qi Merohanta,” 
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A D. i 7 ;t then liencl M Law to ymir assistance, unless you forbid Ids setting out. Bust 
assured of my good-will towards you and your company ” 

.sfiitiiai dia- These letter-s, written after tiro treaty offensive and delensivo wltli the British 

had been concluded, were undoubtedly a gross violation of it; and as their stdv 
Ktaiice, though not their actual contents wa.s known to Clive, he inu.st now liave 
been convinced that he bad been somewhat prccipitiite in signing the treaty, 
as it bad already become in fact a dead letter Neither party, however, wa.s 
yet prepared to proceed to extremities, and some time was spent by them in 
endeavouring to outwit each other The nabob, in order to leave no pretext 
for saying that he had not fulfilled his part of the treaty, complied liberally 
with most of its articles, pa 3 'iug a large sum to account of the damage which 
the Company had su.staincd: and then iiisisted, with some show oi reason, that 
the whole of the British forces, array and navy, .should forthsvith roturu to 
Calcutta The ships departed, carrying with them the plunder of Chaudenia- 
gore. valued at considerably more than .£100,000. Clive refused to move, sucl 
encampeil on a plain to the north of Hooglily. This step, while it couhl not 
he regarded by the nabob in any other liglit than a direct menace, amounted 
to a violation of the orders which he had received from his employees at 
Madras. One of their main reasons for not giving the command to Colonel 
Adlercron was because he would not promise to retnrii whenever they should 
requb'e. Clive had given this promise, and on the faith of it had been in¬ 
trusted with powers which made him independent of the Bengal pre.sidency. 
Up to a very recent period his letters to Madra.s had contained assurances of his 
determination to return; but their tone had recently altered, and it now 
appeared that though the promise had never been recalled, a change of circum¬ 
stances had occurred of such importance as to justify him in di,srogai'ding it 
What this change was must now he explained. 

'riMurtoii The nabob, constantly urged to surrender or dismiss the French as.scmhle(] 

pieifciids to . 

(bamiEs tha at CossimLazar, pretended to adopt the latter altoniative, and ordered them to 
remove westward into Behar. Had he really intended to part with them he 
would have sent them to join their countrymen in the Deccan; and hence 
Clh'e, so far from being satisfied with the dismissal, remonstrated against tlie 
mode of it, and even threatened to tako the remedy into hi.s own haiids, by 
senduig a detachment in pursuit. While thus condemned, on the one hand, for 
inanfiicient compliance wth the wishes of the British, the nabob was solemnly 
warned by the French, on the other, that by dismissing them he was depriving 
him.self of the only soldiers on whose fidelity and prowess he could safely calcu¬ 
late. M. Law, who was at their head, even pointed out distinetty the source 
fiom which danger would arise. Many of the nabob’s principial officers were 
disafi'ected, and they were only waiting to combine with tbe English to effect 
his destruction, This infomation was correct; but the nabob, though convinced 
of its truth, Was too irresolute to act upon it, and, in dismissing M. Law, sirnplj" 
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rjJj, served, that '‘if anytliing new slimild happen, he would send for him again” a.d.utit. 
" Be assured,” was tlie reply, “ that this is the last time we shall see each other; 
reriiemher my woj’ds—wo sliall never meet again; it is nearly iinpOH.siblo ” 

A conspiracy had indeed been formed; and it i.s painful to add that Clive and Conspiracy 
tile Company were not raei'cly implicated, hut had engaged to take a leading .M.umttho 
part in the execution of it. Admitting the fact that Surajah Dowdah was a 
despicable tyrant, and tlie consequent probability that his government, ifnotliis 
life, must cie long have been terminated liy violence, what right had those who 
had courted hi.s alliance, obtained it, and profited by it, to league with hi.s .sub¬ 
jects for the purpo.se of dethroning liim? Even had the treaty never been con¬ 
cluded, or had open hostilities been again formally declared, it w'onld have been 
impo.ssihle to reconcile .such a proceeding with any of the recognized riile.s of 
honourable warfare. What then must he thought of allies, who, availing tliem- 
.selvc.s of the influence which they derived from this character, employed it in 
lulling the nahoh into a fatal security, wlrile mea.siu’es wern being concocted foi" 
effecting his ruin? According to the account of Clive himself the nabob “per¬ 
formed almost every article of the treaty, paid Mr Watts the tlu'ce lacs of rupees, 
delivered up Cossimhazar and all the other fiictories, with the money and goods 
therein taken. The gentlemen write from thence that little or nothing is 
wanting.” It i.s true tliat he soon foxmd reason to write in a veiy difterent 
.spirit. A montli later he .says, in a letter to Mr. Pigott, “The mo,st oJ' the aiiiele.s 
of peace are complied with; yet from the tyranny, cowardice, and .suspicion of 
the nabob, no dependence can he had upon him. No consideration could induce 
him to deliver up the French; it is true he ha.s ordered them out of bis 
dominions, and they are at some distance from the capital; but he has retained 
them in his pay, and has certainly written to Deleyrit and Bns.sj’- to send men 
to his assistance. One day he tcai's my letters, and timis out our vakeel, and 
orders hi.s army to march; he next coimtennaiids it, sends for the vakeel, and 
begs his pardon for what lie has done. Twice a-week he threatens to impale 
Mr. Watts; in short, he is a compound of everything that is had; keeps com¬ 
pany with none but his menial servants, and is umver.sally hated and despised 
by the great men. This induces me to acquaint you there is a conspiracy going 
on again,st him.” The very mention of such a thing might have awakened 
Clive's sense of honom’, and reminded him. that it must necessarily he a nefarious 
transaction, mth which it would be pollution to intermeddle. No idea of this 
kind, however, occurs to him; and he simply adds, “ I have been apjilied to for 
assistance, and every advantage promised the Company cam wdsli. The com¬ 
mittee are of opinion it should he given as soon as the nabob is secured. 

For my o-wn part, .1 am persuaded there can he neither peace nor security wlnle 
such a monster reigns.” 

From the concluding part of this extract it may be inferred that the Com¬ 
pany were not yet prepared for the Idnd of co-operation which Clive wan 
VoL. I. 18 
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cviclenLly contemplating. They "were for giving assistance only “ as soon as the 
naljob is scoured.” In other Avortls, they were not disposed to act as pn-iiicipals 
in the conspiracy, but had no objections to countenance it, and take advantage 
of it in the event of its vsuccess. Such appears to have been their fir.st view; 
Init any scruples they had wci-c afterwards overcome, and in their letter to Llie 
secret committee at home they advocate direct co-operation, arguing that from 
the detestation in which Sm-ajah Dowlah was held, the conspivacj^, or, as they 
rather choose to call it, the confederacy, must succeed; but that if they with¬ 
held their aid they could expect no advantages from such success; whereas, if 
they took a prominent part, they might look for remuneration fur pa,st losses, 
and full security against any future misfortune, similar to that to which iheii- 
weakne.ss liad before exposed them. The “prominent part” had always been 
Clive’s wi.sh, and he immediately began to pre[)are for it with all his charac¬ 
teristic energy. The first thing deemed necessaiy was to dissipate .any sus¬ 
picions wliicli tile nabob had felt, and convince him that he miglit calculate on 
the Erltish as sincere and faitliful allies. In playing this deceitful game, Clive 
was greatly aided by a letter which ho received about this time from the I’eislnva 
Bajee Rao, who, after expressing indignation at the tre<atment the English had 
received from Surajah Dowlah, and offering to avenge their wrongs, pro¬ 
posed to invade Bengal. On condition of Clive’s co-operation with his troops, 
he would repay double the amount of the losses that had been sustained, and 
vest tlie commerce of the Ganges exclusively in the East India Company. 
Clive knew the character of the Malnuttas too well to invite them into Bengal, 
and the only u.se which he made of the Peishwa’s letter was to send if to tlie 
n.aboh. If it was spurious, as some suspected, and had been written at the 
suggestion of the n.abob himself, as a means of sounding the Company, .and 
aseerdaining how fm they were actrrated by ambitious views, the return of tlie 
letter would he equivalent to taldng him in his own snare; if it was genuine, 
how' coidd there be a greater proof of good faith than in preferring his alliance 
to tlie tempting offers of the Mahratta? “The letter,” says Sir John Malcolm, 
“ wars genuine; and the nabob expressed himself much gr.atiliod by tlie conduct 
of Clive, who, on this occasion and others, endeavomnd to remove the suspicions 
that Sm-ajah Dowlah entertained of the designs of the confederates,” One of 
the other methods which Clive took of removing the nabob’s suspicions, or, 
as his biogt',a]>hor calls it, “of lulling him into security,” was as follows;— 
■ Havi.ng sent back the Company's troops to Calcutta, and ordered those under 
his o-ivn independent control into garrison, he observed in a letter to the nabob, 
“that -while the armies continued in the field their enemies would he endeavour¬ 
ing to intemtpt that perfect harmony and friendship which subsisted between 
them; that he had therefore, put Ins army into quai'ters; and Ihongh he had 
no reason to doubt his excellency’s strict adherence to, and full compliance 
with all the articles of the treaty, yet, nevertheless, he wished he cOukl dis- 
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appoint those hopes their mutual enemies entertained, by withdraning his army a d. i-ir. 
from Plassey.” 

Wliile Clive was tlins endeavouring to impose upon tlie crediilit}'’ of the rio„-Le-s nf 
nabob, and telling him of “that perfect harmony and friendship mliiub sub&i.stefl rii-'V .IgLilllot 
betAvu'eu them,” lie was apparently by the same messenger who carried the umUh. 
letter to the nabob sending letters to Mr. Watts with .such passages as the fol¬ 
lowing:—“The nabob is a villain, and cannot be trusted; be must 1)0 overset, 
or we must fall” “As for any gratuity the new nabob may bestow on the 
troops, it is left to his generosity and to 5 mur and Omiclmnd'.s management ” 

“1 have wrote the nabob a soothing letter; this accompanies another of the 
same kind, and one to Mohim Loll (the nahoh’s chief favourite) agreeable to 
your desire ” “ To take away all suspicion I have ordered iJl the artillery and 

tumbrils to be embarked in boats and sent to Calcutta,” but “I am ready, 
and will engage to be at Nnsary in twelve hours after I receive your letter, 
wliicli place is to be the rende 2 V 0 u.s of the whole army.” “ Tell Moer Jaflier 
to fear irotliing; that I will join him with 5000 men who never turned their 
backs;’and that if be fails seizing him, we shall be strong enough to drive 
him out of the country. Assure him I -will march night and day to his 
assistance, and stand by him as long as I have a man left.” 

lielbre the conspiracy reached the point to which we have now brought 
it, a, number of important preliminaries had been arranged. The object was to 
get cpiit of Surajali UoAvlab at all events; and in this his most influential 
ministers and subjects were ready to concur-. At first, liowever, there was 
some difficulty in determining who was to be the new nabob. The earliest two uaim- 

fox 

aspirant was Yar Lutiicf Khan, who commanded 2000 liorse in the nabob' the iiaboh- 
.service, but was at the same time in the pjay of the Seats, whom he was 
engaged to defend, even against the nabob bumself. This officer having reguested 
a .secret conference with Mr. Watts, was referred by him to Omiclamd, to whom 
he stated that the overthrow of the nabob would bo easy, in consequence of 
the general detestation in wbicli he was held; and that if the English, whom 
lie had sworn to extirpate, would take advantage of his absence on an intended 
expedition to Patna against the Afghans, to seize upon Moorshedabad, they 
might, by proclaiming him as the new nabob, obtain any advantages for which 
they might stipulate. The scheme was approved by Mr. Watts, and forthwith 
sanctioned by Clive. Yar Luttief Khan was probably put forward by the 
Seats merely for the purpose of sounding the views of the English commander, 
for the very next day after the conference, an Armenian of the name of Petrus 
came to Mr. Waits with similar proposals from Meer Jaflier, who—declaring tliat 
be was in danger of assassination every time be went to the durbar, and 
that the Dewan Roydullub, the Beats, and several ofEccr-s of the flrst rank in 
the army had ezrgaged to join, if the English would a,3sist in dethroning the 
nabob—^requested that if the scheme were accepted the terms should be settled 
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withonL rlolnj’-, and lliat Colonel Clive would iinmcdiiilely break up bis eainp, 
and Rootlie the nabob mtli every appearance of pacific intentions imtil hostilities 
•should commence. 

Meer daffiei-, being a fixr more important personage than Yar Luttiei Khan, 
had no difficulty in obtaining the preference. He was brother indaw ol the 
late nabob, Ali A''eidy Khan, and held both under him and Snvajah Dowlah 
the office of ijayniaster-general, which necessarily gave him great inllueiice with 
the army, and lias caused him to be sometimes described a.s its commauder-in 
chief Ali Verdy made a trial of his military talents, by ajipointing liiin to the 
command of a large detachment, intended to exjiel the muted Mahratta.s and 
Afghans from Orissa. His incapacity was, however, soon proved; nnd after hi.s 
indolence and pusillanimity had enabled the enemy to gain decided adv:ud,agc.s, 
Ali A^eiTljr was obliged to .supersede him Meet JaJfier shovveel his reisentinent, 
and endeavoured to gratify his revenge by leaguing secretly with a treasonable 
faction, and though, more from fear of the danger than a sense of returning 
duty, he abandoned the league, he had gone too far to be forgiven, and Wiu 
deprived of all his em[)loj'ment.s. lie seems to have been rein.stated at a later 
period, as lie figures among the jirincipal persons whom Surajah Dowlah, on his 
acces.siou, cliunissed from office, in order to make way foi' lii.s own Favourites. 
Meer Jaffier expressed his resentment, a.s hefore, by placing himself at the head 
of a, treasonable intrigue, and encouraging Shokut Jung, governor of Piivneah, 
to assert Ids claim to the musnnd. The failure of that .attempt had induced 1dm 
to .shake himself free of all connection with it; and he had insinuated himself 
into the good graces of the naliob, for he was present in his capacitj'' of huckshce 
or payuiaster-geiieral at the capture of Calcutta, and is the only officer of dis¬ 
tinction who stands chargeable with a direct participation in the atrocities of 
the Black Hole. The English woman, who survived the horrors of that night, 
was carried oil’ in triumph to Meer Jaffler’s harem. 

Sufdi was the man who, again plotting for the overthrow of his master, was 
selected to usurp his place. His character must have been too well known to 
invite confidence in his profession.s, and care was therefore taken to insert all 
the oliligatious exacted from him, in formal written documents, to wdiich, not 
with much propriety, the names of a public and a private treaty have been given. 
The public treaty, writteu in Persian, commenced with the following sentence, 
in Meer Jaffier’s own hand:—“I swear by God, and the Prophet of Goil, to abide 
by the terms of this treaty wdiilst I have life." It is entitled, “ Treaty made 
with the Admiral and Colonel Clive" (Sabut Jung Behauder), and consists of 
twelve articles, and a thirteenth, called an additional article. The first article 
simply agrees to comply with " wdiatever articles were agreed upon in the time 
of peace” with the Nabob Surajah Dowlah. The second article is, “Tlie ene¬ 
mies of the English axe my enemies, wdietlier they be Indians or Europeans.” 
Axticie III. confiscates to the English afi the cfiects and factories of the French 
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ill Bengal, BoLar, and Oiiasa, aud engages never move to “allow tliem any more 
to settle ill tlie tliree jirovinces” Aadiclcs IV., V., VL, and VII. gi\ e coinpeirsa- 
tion as follow.s:'—^To the Company for losses, and the niaintenance of forces, one 
crore of rupees (£1,000,000); to the English inhabitants in Calcutta, fifty lacs 
of ripices (fb00,000); to the Gentoos, Miissnlnmns, and otliei' snlijects of 
Calcutta, twenty lac.s (£200,000); to the Ainienian inhalntants, seven lacs 
(£70,000). Article VIII. gives to the Company all the land within the Mah- 
rattoi Ditch belonging to zemindars, and also 600 yards \Giliout the ditch. 
Article IX. converts all the land to the south of Calcutta, as far as Culpoc', into 
a zemiiidary, and gives it to the Company, subject, however, to the paymeiit 
of revenue, in the .same manner as other zemiudans. Ai-ticle X. engages to pay 
for the maintenance of any English troop,s whose assistance may be demanded, 
Article XI., not to erect any new fortifications, liclow TTooghly, near the Gange.s, 
and Article XII., to pay the aforesaid stijunated .sums on lieiug e.stablishcd in 
the government of the three proAunces. 

The thirteenth, or additional article, is the counter-obligation, in Avliieb, “on 
condition that Meer Jaffier Khan Behauder shall soleuudy ratify, confirm by 
oath, and execute all the above articles, avc, the nndeJwritten, do, on behtdf of 
the Hoi!Oural)le East India Company, declare on the holy Gospels, and before 
God, that Ave will assi.st Meer Jaffier Khan Behauder, Avitli all our force, to 
obtain the sonbaliship of the proAunce of Bengal, Beliar, and Orissa; and further, 
that we Avill a.s.si.sfc him to tlio utmost against all his enemies Avhatever, as soon 
as he calls upon us for that end; proAuded that he, on his coining to be nabob, 
shall fulfil the aforesaid articles ” This article, as Avell as the treaty, Avas signed 
by Admiral Watson, Mr. Drake, governor of Calcutta, Colonel Clive, Mr, Watts, 
Major Kilpatrick, and Mr, Becher, one of the members of council. Had there 
been no objection to it in any other respect, it is strange Iioav it never occurred 
to them that in engaging to employ all their foo'ce to obtain the soubahsbip for 
a creature of their own, they were usurping the sovereign rights of tlio Mogul 
emperor, and pledging themselves, if he resisted or resented their interference, 
to wage open Avar against him. This oversight is the more remarkable, because 
the treaty, on the face of it, recognizes the emperor’s supremacj''. Meer Jaffier 
designates himself “servant of King Alumgeer,” and the date of the deed is 
“the fourth year of the roign.” What right then had Meer Jaffier to rule over 
provinces to which, even if be bad been the next heir, instead of being a 
stranger in blood, hi.s title would not have been valid until confirmed at Delhi? 
and Avhat right could the representatives of a body of Engli.sh merchants have, 
not only to sanction his usmiiation, but solemnly pledge themselves “ to assist 
him to the utmost against all his enemies Avhatever?” No answer can be given 
that will bear a moment’s examination; but it is needle,ss, when so mnoli of an 
extravagant nature AVas done, to dAveH on a matter Avhich, in the now dc^^aded 
condition of the Mogul empire, naay possibly have been regarded as mere punctilio. 
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Tlie private treaty, tlioiigli it appears to Lave been an attor-tliought, was 
proliabl 3 ' regarded by some of the parties as the more important of the two. 
In a passage, quoted above. Clive lueiitions, in a letter to Mr Watts, that “as 
to anj' gratuity the irew nabob niaj'' bestow on the troops, it is left to his 
geiierositjs” A more nieicenaiy spirit was afterwards developed A gratuity 
to the arnrjf and navy only had beerr fiisst proposed, but, when the matter was 
di&LU-.sed in the select committee, Mr flteher, one of the members, suggested 
that, “as they had set the ruacliinc in motion, it was reasonable and proper tliat 
they should be considered” The hint was sufficient, and it was resolved, as 
Clive describes it in a letter to Mr Watts, that, instead of ti'ustiirg to Meei 
Jaffiers generosity, his “private engagement .should be obtained in wiling to 
make tliem fthe conrinittop, in which you are included), a present of twelve 
lacs of nipees, and a present of forty lacs to the array and rravy, over atrd abovi' 
vhat IS stipulalcd in the agrecmeirt ’ This engagement furnred the subject of 
the private treaty, and by moans of it enonnons nuns, while they .still eontimied 
to be misnamed presents, were regularly constituted as debts It will bo seen, 
as the narrative proceeds, that there was a third treaty of a very siiigulai' 
description 

The tieatie.s, signed by Mecr Jaffier, arrived in Calcutta on the 10th of June, 
and two days after, the troop.s stationed there, together with l.rO sailors from 
the .squadron, wei'e proceeding up the river, in a fleet of 200 boats, to join the 
main body under Cbve at Ohandernagoro The dang'er of delay was manifest 
A plot to which so many were privy could not be effectually eoucealed The 
soldiers, both at Calcutta and Chandevnagore, began to taUi of it openly; and Omi- 
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person of Meei Jaffier. Had he acted on it he might possibly have escaped the 
fate impending over him; but he hesitated, after putting Meer Jaffier on. his gufird, 
and was go overwhelmed with astonishment and terror, when the sudden flight of 
Mr. Watts from Moorshedabad revealed the full magnitude of the danger, that he 
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descended from menace to entreaty, and made overtures for an accommodation. 
To this Meer Jaflior as.sented, and, during a visit ■which the nabob paid to him, 
swore upon the Koran that he ‘would neither join nor give as.siatance to the 
Jilnglish This was of course in direct contradiction to the oath of the treaty; 
but Meer Jaflier had no scruples, and 'svas ready to commit any amount of peijury 
when anj'thing eonld he gained by it The nabob felt so secure after tliis recon¬ 
ciliation witli ills paymaster-general, that on the l.otli he sent a letter to Clive, 
inveighing bitterly .against the treachery manifested by Mr Watts, whom con- 
aeious guilt alone had forced to flee. “Suspicion,” he .said, “that some trick was 
intended, iiad been tlie real cause 'wliicli induce<l liirn to keep his array so long 
at Plassey; hut God and the Propliet -would pmiisli those liy wliom the treaty 
was violated ” A.s soon ns he had thus committed him,self to }jo.stilities, lie 
ordered the whole of his army to assemble forthwith at their former encamp¬ 
ment at Plassey, and also wrote M. Law, who had proceeded with his soldiers 
no favtlicr than Eajamahal, to join him with the utinu.st expedition. 

The nahoh’s message of defiance must have pa.S3ed another which Clive, on 
commencing his uiarch, had addressed to him After enumerating all the 
grievances, real and imaginary, to which the Engli.sh had been .subjected by the 
nabob’s capsice, violence, and perfidy, he announced that he ha/1 determined, 
with the approl.iatiou of all who are charged -with tire Company’s affirirs, to 
proceed immediately to Co.sslmbazar, and submit their disputes to the arbitra¬ 
tion of ]\leer Jaffior, Iloydullub, Jnggut Seat, and others of Ids great men; tliat 
if it should appear he (Clive) deviated from the treaty, he then swore to give up 
all further cliuius; but that if it appeared his excellency had broken it, lie should 
then demand satisfaction for all the losses sustained by the English, and all the 
charges of their army and navy, He added, in conclusion, “that the rains 
being so near, and it requiring many days to receive an an.swer, he found it 
necessary to wait upon 1dm immediately.” Clive, in rpiitting Chaiidernagore, 
left only 100 .sailors to garrison it, and set out at the head of about 3000 men, 
of whom 800 were Europeans. The artillery consisted of eight six-pounders 
and a howitzer. Bold as he wa.s, he would not have ventured to commence 
operations with this force had he not trusted to the promise of Meer Jaflier 
to join him. With great anxiety, therefore, be continued his march day by 
day, while Meer Jaflier, not only did not make his appearance, but returned 
no answer to repeated mos.sages which were sent to 1dm. It was not until the 
17th, when the army had advanced far on its way, and, by means of a detach¬ 
ment sent forward under Captain Coote, had captured the to-wn and fort of 
Cutwab, situated at the confluence of the Hadjeo ■with the Bhagaruttee, that 
the first letter from Meer Jaflier arrived. Its contents were very unsatisfactory, 
for, instead of announcing Ids apiproach to form the promised jimction, it spoke 
in rather ambiguous terns of the reconcibalion "with the nabob, and the oath 
by which he had bound himself not to take part against him. Meer Jaffier 
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vD 17 of cour'ic declared that the "whole was, on Ids pait, a trick, by winch lie hoped 
to hue the nabob iiioic easily to liis inm, hut when, on the 10th, anothei lettei 

-iiF) .cions aiu'.ed, in width he gave only the vague intelligence that his tout would bo 

Londuct of 

McerTiiha either Oil the left or the ii^ht of the army, and excused himself fo] not heing 
more explicit, because guards were stationed on all the roads to iuteicept all 
messages, (Jli%t‘s suspicions were thoroughly roused Mcer Jaflu'r cithev 
meant to deceive him, or had miscalculated his strength On eithci snp])ositioii 
fuither advance wms peiilous in the extreme 

The light 111 which matteis now appealed to Clive is evidenced hy a letter 
wiittcn to the spciot committee, on the same day on which that of Meoi Jaflier 
was lecLived —“The party I sent has taken Cutwnh town and foi t Botli are 
itroiig Notivithstaiiding winch, T feel the greatest anxiety at the little iidol- 
ligente 1 leceive fioiii Meer Jaflier, and if he is not ticacherous, his Si eng fro id, 
or want of strength, will, I fear, oveiset the expedition I am trjring a last 
effoit, by means of a Biahmin, to prevail upon him to maicli out and join us 

_ ___ , 1 have appointf'd Plassey 

the place of rendezvous and 
liave told him at the same 
time, unless he gives this or 
, some other sufficient proof 
of the sinceiity of Ids inten¬ 
tions, I will not cross the 
liver, tins, I hope, will moot 
■with yonr appiohation i 
shall act ■with suck cani.ion 
as not to risk tire loss of our 
GHADIi-i OtiWAH.(jiitliolTan,<^i-li)mLioatuiantColonelIomits foi’CeS ; and wllllst WO liaVC 

Tour OQ the Oaii^«e 

them. We may always have 
it in our power to bring about a revolution, should the present not succeed, 
ihey say there is a considerable iiuautity of grain in and about this place. II we 
can collect eight oi ten thousand niaunds, we may maintain our situation dining 
the rains, which will greatly distress the nabob; and either reduce 1dm to tenn,s 
which may be depended upon, or give ns time to bring in the Beer Bhoom 
Eajah, Malnattas, or Ghazi-u-din I desiie you will give your aeiitimcnts 
freely, how jmn think I should act, if Meer Jaflier can give us no assistance ” 

indecision thus expressed, were not produced by a mo¬ 
mentary fit of despondency, for on the 21st of June, two days after despatching 
the above letter, Clive, unable to satisfy himself as to the course which it was 
expedient to piuvsne, or decide it on his own responsibility, held n council of 
war, and submitted to it the following question Whether, in om- present 
situation, without assistance, and on our own bottom, it would ho prudent to 
attack the nabob, or, whether we should wait till joined by some country 
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power?” Tlio council coiisistoil of .sixteen member,s, of wliom nine voted the ad ubt 
ivlfinnative, and .seven tlie negative Tlio foimer was thus carried, Clivo not 
only voting witli the majority, but lending 
his influence to .secure it by violating the 
ordinary i online, and giving his own 
opinion first, instead of begiiming with the 
yomigc.st officer Eyre Coote, who had 
already given proofs of tlie military genius 
which afterwards made him famous in 
Indian warfare, .stood at the head of the 
minority. To all appearance, Surajali 
Duwlah Avas now safe, at least from the 
Gons})iracyAvliichAvas to have discarded him, 
in order to make Avayfor Meer Jaflier, and 
Bengal Avas not to he revolutionized till 
one of it.s OAvn petty rajalus could usurp tlie 
govormiieut; or one of the nio.st worthless 
viziers who had ever lield office at tlie court of Delhi could be biibed to mingle 
in the plot; or the Comjiany, in despair of accomplishing their object by other 
means, sliould lesort to the mi.serable alLernaltve of leaoahnn Avitli the Mahrattas 

O O 

But though the majority of the council of war liad Amtecl as Clive had in a cavo aotm 

' ‘ ^ nuiica fco 

inannoi' dictated, hy anticipating instead of waiting to receive their opinion, he pruLBod 
was not himself satisfied. The arguments of Coote had not been io,st upon 
liiin, and AAdtliiii an liour after the council broke up, the army received orders 
to he in readiness to stait next morning. Tliis change of opinion in Clive is 
said, by Orine, to have liecii produced after an iuteiwal of deej) and solitary 
meditation in an adjoining grove It must, indeed, liaAm been an anxious 
moment; for, even after the absurdity of stopping Avhere lie Avas had liecoine 
apparent, he could not act in ojipositiou to his own previously declared con¬ 
viction and the decision of the council of Avar, Avithout feeling Iioav immensely 
lie had added to hi,s responsibility. 

The hazards which the army was now about to run Avere of the most romudabie 

* (lifficultie-s 

forinidahle desciiption. It Avas occupying the toAvu of Cutwah, and could not 

reach the nabob’s army Avitlioiit passing into a large flat wliicb, from being 
nearly inclosed by two arms of the Ganges, Avas knoAvn by the name of the 
i.sland of Co.saimbazar Between it and the army ran a deep and rapi<l river, 
the pas,sage of which, had the enemy known Iioav to use his advantages, might 
have been successfully disputed, or, at ail events, could not have been effected 
Avithout serious loss. This obstacle overcome, the peril of the position was 
indefinite] y increased. Ectreat was impossible. A body of troops no t exceeding 
3000 was about to encounter an army of not less than 50,000 infantry and 
18,000 cavalry, in a position where, if a reverse was sustained, not a mauAvoidd 
VOL. I. " 



HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Took III 


iTS 


A D iT.'iT eNcapo to tell the tale 'I'lic I'ivor was ci'ossed "without op])osition, aiul sliortly 
after a letter arrived from Meer Jaffier, giving notice of the nabob’s movcnionts, 
and suggesting the possil)ility of taking him by surprise; but, in othei' respects, 
so far fioin satisfactory, that Clive immediatcljr scut back the messenger wlio 
chvo lii'ought it, with the answer “that he should march to Plasscy witliout delay, 
muOKita \vould the next morning adv.aiice six miles further to tlie village of Daud- 
pore; hut if Meer Jafiier did not join him there ho would make peace uith the 
nabob” According to Mcer Jallier’s iidbiinatioii, the nabob had arrived at 
Munearra, a viUago six miles south of Cossimhazar, intending there to entrench 
himself and wait the event This information proved false; for when Clive 
arrived at Plassey, at one in the morning, after a fatiguing march of lifteeii 
miles, the continual simml of drums, clarions, and cymbals, winch always accom¬ 
pany the niglit watches of an Indian camp, told him that the nabob’s army rvum 
not a mile distani The intention to encamp at Munearra had been formed In 
the belief tliat Clive would advance immediately affcci’ the capture of Ont\\^ah ; 
but fi'oni circumstances already explained, his movements not having Ijccti so 
rapid as was expected, the nabob quickened hi.s oavii pace and arriveil at Plassey 
liefore liini Naturally of a cowardl}’’ disposition, and surrounded hy treachery, 
of which the evidences could not liave escaped his notice, tlie nabob became 
more and more desponding as the <lauger a])pi'oached. On the evening of Ids 
arrival, his atfceudants had gone out, one by one, to say tlieir usual })i’ayei’H, at 
the time of sunset. Being at the time absorbed in his OAvn gloomy rellections, 
lie was not aware that they had left luiii alone, till looking np he perceived a 
man who had secretly entered tlie tent, probably to steal. Starting up, and 
calling loudly for his attendants, he exclaimed—“ Surely they see me dead." 

III the immediate vicinity of Plas.sey was a grove of mango trees, planted 
rn2”y! in regular rows, and exteinling about 800 yards, with a breadth of oOO IL 
was inclosed by a slight bank, and a ditch nearly choked up with weeds and 
bramble.s, and slanted with its svest side along the haidc of the rivci’, which was 
distant at the southern extremity 200 \ards, and at the north not more than 
fifty. At a short distance nortli of the grove was an entrenchment, which 
Kuydiillub, while encamped liere, had thrown up. It stretched for about 200 
yard.s from the bank of the I'iver, in a line nearly parallel to the north side of 
the grove, and then diverging to the north-east, was continued in that direction 
for about three miles. The nahoh's army rvas encamped within this entrench¬ 
ment, and began at daybreak, on the 23d of June, to issue from various open¬ 
ings and advance towards the grove. His artillery consisted of forty to fifty 
pieces of cannon, mostly of the largest calibre. Several of them were mounted 
on a redoubt construeted in the entrenchment, in the angle formed by the 
change in its direction; four of them on the bank of a large tank about 900 
yards south of the redoubt, under forty Frenchmen, headed hy one Sinfray; and 
two on a line with tlie tank, and close to the river. The rest of the artillery, 
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reset'w-"d to acoompatiy tlie aniiy in its moveuieuts, was placed on machines, ad it-it 
each iormiiig a kind of stage, abont six feet high, and large enough to contain 
a oaimou, with its aimnunition, and tho gunners reipiired to manage it Every 
macldiK' was dragged along by forty to lifLy yoke of white oxen of the largest 
size, and attended, inoieover, by an elepliaiit trained to assist at difficult tugs 
l)y shoving with his forehead. Eehind the posts occupied by Sinlfay, and the 
two cannon near the livcr, Meer Mudden, the .son of Jlohun Loll, wa.s stationed 
with 5000 horse and 7000 foot. The re,st of the army, consisting of sepaiate 
compact masses, framed an iramenRo cinwe which coimnenced at a liillock of 
trees, situated without tiro crrtrenehnreut, about 300 yards east of tbe redoubt, A.i'stii.t 
and terminated about half a mile east of tire soufchciii angle of tire grove The 
ai'tilh'iy, two, three, and four pieces logi'tlier, were stationed at the diffei'ent 
openings between the columns in the curve. Olive had fixed his liead-qviai-ters 
at a huniiug-hoasc of the nabob, situated a little north of the grove, on the 
bank of the river', and, having ascended to the roof, Hiiiveycd the va.st lio.sfc in 
splendid array hemming him in on every .side, except that toward.s the river. 

At iir'st, to show the enemy how unable they were to intimidate him, he aban¬ 
doned the shelter of the grove, and drew up his little army in front of it in a 
line lacing the tank. The battaliorr oeerrpied the ceirtre, while the se})oy.s in 
two equal divisions formed tho wings. Three of tiro ireld-pieces were placed on 
tlic right, and tliroe on the left of tlie battidlon; the other two ireld-pieces and 
the howitzers were advanced abont 200 yards in front of the left wing. At 
eight o’clock the fiiist shot was fired liy the enemy, and a di.stimt cannonade wa,s 
kept up for some time. It produced no re.snlt, and Clive agaiir placed lii.s men 
under the .shelter of the grove. This apjjurent retreat elated tlie euemj-, who 
now, advancing nearer, fired with great vivacity, though to very little purpo.se, 
for the troops remiilned fpiielly seated among the trees, while the artillery, 
sheltered behind the Irank, continued the cannoirade. Though Clive had drawn 
u]3 in line of battle lie had no interrtion of bringing on a general engagement. 

He knew the advantages which niglit would give him; and hence, in accordanee 
with liis original design, it was re.solved at eleven o’clock, after consulting Ins 
officers, to continue the cannonade dm-lng tbe day, and attack tlie cainii at mid- e.iiin.onKi< 
night. After this resolution his pensoual presence was less necessary, and he tmuiia dm- 
retirecl into hi.s quarters to .snatch an interwal of rest He had lain down, and 
is .said to have been fast asleep, wlieii Major ICilpatiick sent to inform him that 
he had a good opportunity of seizing the tank which SinfrAy occupied, and was 
a,bout to advanee for that purpose ■with two companies of the battalion and two 
field-pieces. Clive started up, and running to the detachment stopped it, at the 
same time reprimanding the major for acting without orders. He soon perceived, 
however, that the proposed attack onglib to be executed, and placing himself at 
the head of the detachment, found little difficulty in driving out Sinfray and M,s 
Erenchinen, and obliging them to retire into the redoubt 
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A great change had taken place in tire condiLion of the enemy, and the 
\dctor_)", w'hich Clive had not ventureil to anticipate before midnight, wiih about 
to he forced upon him liefore the day closed. Am tlie cneiny’s ammunition lay 
exposed on the machine.s, piartial explosions of it were repeatedly heard during 
the cannoiiadc A still more serious misfortune befell it at noon, when a heavy 
f:dl of rain rendered a great part of the jiowder usele.ss. The fire from the 
miichine.s immediatedy slackened. Nor ivas this the naboh’H only misfortune. 
For, aliout the very time when the ammunition failed, Meer Mndden, the best 
and most faithful of Li.s officers, was brought into his tent mortally wounded by 
a eamuni-hall, and ilied in lits pri-sence, after nttering a few words ex[U’e.ssivc of 
his own loyalty and the want of it in utiicr.s. The niil)oh had hitherto remained 
in his tent, beyond the reacli of danger, alternateljr yielding to his fears and 
buoyed up with assurniiees of victoiy. He now lost all self-commaud, and 
under the iulluence of terror and dcs[iair sent for Meer Jaffiev. As .soon as he 
arrived, the nabob, throwing Ins turban on the ground, imploreil him in the name 
of All i'erdy fvhan, the brother-ludaw of the one and grandfather of the other, 
to forgive the past, and become the defender of his life and honour. Meer Jaffier 
readilji promised all that was asked of him, and immediately [ivocccdufl to eom- 
[ilete his treacliery, first by sending a message to Olive, informing liini ol' what 
had pas,seel, and m-ging him either to an instant or a noelurnal attack on the 
camp; and secondly, by urging the nabob to recall his army witliin the entrcueli- 
nients, and renew the engagement on the following cla.y. Tlie message to Clivi' 
wa,s not delivered, as the me.ssenger was afraid to proceed with it during the 
cannonade; lait tlie treaclierou.s advice, backed by the influence of Ro\abillub, 
another of the leading conspivatoi’s, was, after some demur, adopted, and tlie fatal 
order wa.s is,sued to retire within the camp. Mohun Loll, wdio was probably 
aware of the motives which dictated the advice, and fove.sa.iv the inevitahlo con¬ 
sequences, at flnst refused to obey, and showed that the very attempt to retire 
would spread an universal panic, and throw tire whole army into coufirsion. 
Hi.s rcmonstrauce.s, however, were unavailing; and the prejiaratiou.s for retiring 
were immediately perceived in the almost total ce.ssatiou of the cannonade 
on the part of the enemy, the yoking of the trains of oxen to the unwieldy 
machines, ainl a gradual retrograde movement of the Avhole army. It was at 
this stage that Clive had been aroused by Kilpatrick’s me.ssage. 

While the detachment wa.s driving Sinffay from tlie tank, the portion ol 
the nabob’s army stationed farthest to the south-east was observed to linger 
behind, tbe rest, and even advance in the direction of the grove. The movement 
Wfts at first ini.sunderaiood, and Clive having sent a detachment to oppo.se their 
further [irogres.s, some execution, was done before it was ascertained that the 
troops acting so suspiciously were those of Meer Jaffier, who had now a.t kst 
tlirown off the mask, and openly declared himself. Had tbe issue of the battle 
been any longer doubtfid, Jaffier’s conduct would have decided it. Olivo, when 
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once certain that he could calculate on the neutrality if not the co-operation ol ad. ivs?. 
a large part ol the ai'my opposed to 1dm, determined on a vigorous effoit, and 
carried at once both the redoubt to which Siufiay had retired, and the coin- 
uianding hillock iiumediately to the oast of it By five o’clock the British force 
was within the entrenchment, and in possession of the camp The nabob, on 
being made ac(piaiuted with Meer Jaffier’.s desertion and the British advance, 
mounted a camel, and iled at its ntmost pace, accompanied by about 2000 
horsemen. With his departure all idea of resistance ceased, and nothing re¬ 
mained but to reap the fruits of the victory. The soldiej’s who had gained it, 

■seeing tlie l.)aggage of a whole camp lying before them, were naturall}^ reluc¬ 
tant to leave it unplimdered, but on being promised a donative, received the 
order to advance with acclamation The pursuit, continued for about six Tiie iniremt 
miles, brought them in the evening to Dandpore. The loss of the victors in 
ivilled and wounded was only seventy-two; that of the vampdslied was also 
trifling, and is computed by Clive himself at not anore tlian 500. The victory 
thus feebly contested on tlie one liaud, and won imespectcdi}’', almost without 
an efi’ort, on the other, was in its results the most impoitant that had been 
gained in India since Europeans first lauded on its shores It founded the 
British em]hre in the East. 

On the evening of the battle Meer Jaffier, who had remained encamped in cuto eiuv.cb 
the neighbourhood, sent a message to Clive, congratulating him on his success, maub. 
and on the following day met him bj’ appointment at Dandpore, Con,scions 
how dilatory and even suspicious his conduct had been, be was not free from 
misgivings as to the manner in which ho woidd be received, and hence, when 
on liis ap]3roach the guard drew up and rested their arms to pay him the usual 
honours, he mistook the compliment, and supposed it to he a signal for his 
destruction. Clive, seeing his alarm, soon reassured him by hastening forward 
to embrace him, and salute him Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. But it 
was no time for idle ceremony, and Meer dafSer after a short delay proceeded 
to the capital to complete the victory by the capture of Surajab Dowlab 
and hi,s trea.sures. This da.stardly prince wa.s still in his palace, and had 
given out that he intended to defend himself to the laist. It was plain, how¬ 
ever, from hi.s conduct, that he was only irreditatmg flight. On the morning 
after the battle he sent ofl’ the inmatc-s of his seraglio with fiftjr loaded ele¬ 
phants, and was only lingering behind till the darknc.ss of night should favour 
bis escape, His preparations were not completed when the new-s of Meer 
Jafllcr’s arrival told him he had not a moment to lo,se. Hastily as.suming the 
dres,s of a menial, and carrjdng a casket of his mo,st valuable jewels, he slipped 
out at a window, accompanied only by bis favourite concubhre and a,n eunuch. 

At the palace wharf he entered a boat which bad been pr-eviously prepared, and 
was carried up the river at a rajiid rate. 

Meer Ja,fficr was not informed of the nabob's flight till midnight, and imme- 
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fli.ittly sent parties in pursuit Beiug tlai.s Irustrated in bis design of seizing 
tile peisoii oi' bis late master, lie made sure of the next most important object, 
by taking possession of bis ti'easnry. The whole value found in it amouiited 
only to loO lacs of ru})ee.s, or Xl.aOO,()()() sterling, though Mr. Watts liad with 
singular extravagance estimated it at twenty-four croros, or £:Ji',()00,()00 The 
city meanwhile reniaiued in confusion; hut the gT'adual ap])roach of Clive with 
Ilia army prevented any attempt at insurrection Ho arrived within a short 
distance on the 25tli, but did not make his entrance till the 2 OLI 1 . Ho was 
escorted by 200 of tlie battalion and 300 sepo_^,s, and established his quarter,s in 
a palace spacious enough to iiccomniodate all the troops that came witli liini 
Air AV^atts and ilr. Whdsh, with 100 sepoys, liad been sent forward on the 25tli, 
and had S]jenttbc interval in ascertaining the state ot the treasury, and ('ndea- 
vuuring to make arrangements for payments of the sums which Meer JafKoi' 
had pujmised, but which it was now very apparent lie had not then the ineans 
of dischaigiug. By the imblic and private treaties he had incurred obligations 
to the amount of X2,750,000, wliereas his ti*easnry, if drained of its last rupee, 
would jield only XI,500,000, Nor was this all. In addition to the .stipulated 
■sums, immense presents were expected. Of these no less than XICO,000 were 
de.stiued for Clive, £80,000 for Mr. Watts, £50,000 for Mr. WaLsli, X30,0()0 for 
Major Kilpatrick, and £20,000 for Mr. Scraftou. The acceptance of such pro- 
seiit.s under tlie cu'cum.stances, and after the state of the ti’easiuy was known, 
deserves no better name than extortion. Even a worse name might bo used 
for it afterwards appeared that Meer Jaftier in making them was under the 
impression that lie had purchased an iufluonoe which might enable him to eseapi' 
from the obligations ho bad contracted to the Company and to other parties. 

Clive, immediately after bis entrance, proceeded to the nabob’s palace, where 
Meer Jaffier and all the great officers of the city were waiting to receive him, 
Tlie iiuLsiiud or throne stood in the ball of audience unoccupied, for Meer 
Jaffier, after the first salutation, retired to a different part of the liidl, a.s if 
desirous to avoid it Clive piercoiviiig this, took him by the hand, led him to it, 
and placed him upon it. This done, ho made obeisance to him a.s naboli in the 
usual forms, and having presented him with a plate of gold rupees, addressed the 
great officers tlu'ough an interpreter, congratulating them on the good fortune 
which had given them so excellent a jiriuce in exchange for a despicahle tyrant 
The hint was sufficient, and all the persons present imitated Clive’s example, by 
doing homage and presenting gold. The followiiig morning the nabob returned 
Clive’.s visit, and at once opened the .subject which he knew to be nearest the 
hesirts of both of them—^the obligations he had undertaken, and his present 
inability to pay them. It was agreed to refer the matter to the Scats, to whoso 
bouse they forthwith proceeded, attended by AVatts, Serafton, Meernn, the 
nabob’s son, and Roydullnb. Omiohuiid, who was attending, followed, under 
the impression that he stood high in Clive’s e,stimation, in consequence of the 
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important part wliicli lie liad played in the revolution A suspieion that some- a d, n.'-.r. 
thing was wi’ong must have passed through his mind when, instead of being ~ 

invited to the carpet at the conference with the Seats, he -sras left to find a 
[dace for himself in tlie outward part of the hall. The cairse of this treatment 
must now he explained 

While the eonspiracy for the overthrow' of Snraiah Dowdah wars in iiroove.s.s, omiu.undo 

- L o case stated. 

Omicliunfl naiunuly expected an ample compensation for Ids services He liaci 
snffei'ed heavy loss from the plunder of Calcutta, and great injustice from the 
servants of the Company, who had imprisoned him on snspicion.s, which if not 
groundlos.s were never suhstaiitiated, and yet he had voluutarity taken up liis 
re.sidence at Moorshedabad, and become the ino&t active agent in a conspiracy, 
wdiich, had it been discovered, wumld have cost him hts life. When the term 
re'ioanj is used in its ordinary moral .sense, to designate what is due to merit, it 
in impossible to say that ho de-seiwed anything. Conspiracy, whatever he tlie 
Ibnu which it assumes, is a crime; and the coDspiracy in wdiich Omiclnirid took 
so active a part was carried out with a very large amount of treachery and per¬ 
jury, and for the most part from mercenary motives Still Omicliund was no 
worse than his follow-conspirators; and therefore, wliile the fugitive governor 
of Calcutta and the other momheu's of the select committee were putting in 
claims for tens of thousands, on the ground, as one of them expressed it, that 
" they had set the inacliiue in motion,” why should he, who had been so 
iiistrumentai in keeping it going till the work was finished, be blamed for 
sotting an extravagant value on his services? lie is said to have asked a com¬ 
mission of five per cent, on all the sums found in Snrajah Dowlali's treasury. 

When he made this claim, he gave a significant hint, or rather uttered a 
direct menace, that if it were not granted he would compensate himself liy 
divulging the conspiracy It i.s doubtful if he ever made the menace in the 
soriou.s sense in whloli Mr. Watts interpreted it, and most improLahle that he 
Avould ever have given effect to it, as he was too acute not to perceive that 
Surajali Dowlalfa overthrow^ was IneAutalfie, and that therefore the ultimate 
effect of breaking with the con.spiratoi-s would be his own ruin. Be this a.s it 
may, when Mr, Watts retmaied the jnihlic treat}’’, as finally revised, and con¬ 
taining an article stipulating a payment of thirty lacs (£300,000) to Omicliund, 

(he select committee could scarcely find terms strong enough to express their 
abhorrence of his rapacity, and their wrtuoua indignation at his threatened 
treachery. It was dangerous to expunge the article altogether, as in that 
case Omicliund might bo tempted to do his worst; and it appears to have 
been suggested, that as a kind of compromise the sum should he reduced from 
thirty to twenty lacs. It was reseiwed for the mind of Clive, ever fertile in 
expedients, to suggest a plan which would at once keep Omicliund faithful to 
the conspiracy, and punish him for his real or -{iuicied treachery. 

Besides the public and private treaties above explained, there was, as has 
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lieeti alreiwly liiuted, a third treaty, of a very singular desei'iptiou It was, in 
fact, a duplicate of the public treaty, with one very imporlaiiL difli'rence. Tt 
contained an article giving twenty lacs of lupecs to Oiiiiehnnd Externally 
this iluplicate had all the appearance of an origiiud, and was .shown as such to 
Oiniclmud, to satisty him that his interests had iiot hocn neglected. The pre¬ 
paration of this duplicate was the plan which Clive had devised. I’o distiugiu.sh 
it from the other, which alone was to receive edect as the genuine treaty, it 
was written on red paper, hut all the .sigiiatui-eK were genuine, witli a single 
exception Aihuiral Watson refused to put lus name to a docunieut whicli he 
knew was only to he n.sed for the purpose of perpetrating ii fraud. The hononr- 
aldc feclines which dictated this refusal might have made the .select couuuittec 
pause; hut having g’oue so far they were not now to he dcteri’ed hy ordinary 
ohstaeles, and the admiral’s .siguatiu'e was forged 

The deeeptiou practi.seil 07i Oniiohuud hy the sichstitution of a false i’or a 
genuine treaty was completely sricce,s,sful. T'hoiigh himself Ml ol wiles, ho was 
so firm a heliever in English honour, that wo havm seen him vouching for it 
to Surajali ilowlah with a .solemn oath How, then, could he .suspect that 
the rupiescntative.s of the Company ha<l comhined to cheat a Uiiidoo by palming 
upon him a document which they knew to he tainted hotli with frand and I'or- 
gerv"? He went accordingly to the Seats in tlic full helicf that no individual 
had a more direct interest than himself in the arrangemeirts ahcait to he made 
for the payment of the sums stipulated in the treaty. While .seated aloof ho 
was proliahly too di.stant to catch the purport of the procoedhigu Aftei' the 
trealie.s woi'e read examlm'd, and acknowledged, a long cli.scussiou took jjlaee, 
the result of which was, thiit only one-lialf of the .stipulated sums .should ho 
paid iminediutelj'—two-thirds in coin, and a tliird in jdate, jevveks, and eliccts, 
at a valuation; and tliatthe other half should he [)aid in three yeai'.s, hy C([nal 
annual instalments. The couclusimi cannot he hotter told than in tlic words of 
Orme;“ T'he confei-ence heing ended, Clive and Scrafton went towards Omi- 
ehund, who was waiting in full assumnee of hearing the glad tiding,s of his good 
fortune; when Clive said, ‘ Tlis omiw time to vndrcaive Orn'ichwiid,;’ on wliicli 
Scrafton .said to him in the Indostan language, ‘ 0nucktuid, tha red pa.pei' is a 
trick; you are to have nothhuj.’ These woixls overpowered him like a blast of 
sulphur; he sank hack, fainting, and would have fallen to the ground had not one 
of his attendants caught him in his arms, and carried him to his palanquin, in 
which they conveyed him to his house, where he remained many hour.s in .stupid 
melancholy, and began to show some symptoms of insanity. Some day.s after 
he visited Colonel Clive, who advised him to make a pilgrimage to some pagoda, 
which he accordingly did soon after to a famous one near Maulda. Ho went and 
returned in.sane, In-s mind every day more and more approaching to idiotisin; 
and, eontraiy to the nsual niannem of old age in Indostan, still moiu to the 
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former excellence of his uiiderstanding, he delighted iuheing' coiitiimally diessi'd ad its- 
iti the richest garments, oruaiuented with the most costly jewels In this state 
of imbecility, ho died about a yeai- after the shuck of his disappointment” On 
reading the account of the fatal effect of (Jlive’.s “tiick,” few will he disposed to 
deny tliat Orme is light when—admitting it to he uncertain whether Diniclnind 
vwuld liavc betrayed tlie conspir.icj^, as “part of his fortune was in the power 
of tlic English, and he had the utmost vengeance of Jaffier and his confederates 
to fear”—he says, “as his tales and ai’tifiees prevented Siivajali Dowlah from 
believing the representations of his most trusty servants, who early suspected, 
and at lengtli were convinced, that the English were confederated witli Jaffier, 
tile 000,000 riijiees Im expected slmiild liavo been paid io him, and he left 
to enjoy thorn in oblivion and contempt” 

Ornie, while lie thus exiiresses himself, docs not say one word in reproloation lutiioat- 

r. 1 ^ • . 1 1 n • . nipts tc» 

or the trick itself Hi.s languag’e rather implii-s that lie saw notlmig wirng in tiie 
it either morally or ]jolitically, and would have ajiproved the declaration of 
Clive when he said, in his examination by the cummittee of the House of 
Commons, tliat he thought it “warrantable in sucli a case, and would do it 
again a hundred times." Clive, in the conise of the .same evidence, .seem.s to 
consider it .sufficient for his own justification that “ he had no interested motive 
in doing it, and did it with a deisigii of disappointing the expectations ol a 
i'a[jacioii,s man that “lie thought art and policy warrantable in defeating the 
))urposes of ,such a villain” In judging Clive’s conduct on this occa,si(in, it i.s 
hut fair to view Omicliuud’a oouclucfc in the woist possible light, and assume 
that if hi.s demands had not been apparently conceded, he would have put his 
threat in execution. This wa.s certainly Olivc’.s belief; for immediatelj^ after 
Mr. Watts bad acquainted him with the, demand and the menace, he wrote in 
answer;—“ I have your last letter, including the articles of agreement. 1 must 
confess the tenor of them surprised me inucli. I immediately repaired to Cal¬ 
cutta; and, at a committee held, both the, admirals and gentlemen agree that 
Omicliund is tlie greatest viUain upon earth; and that now he appeal’s in the 
strouge.st light, what he was always .suspected to bo, a villain in grain. How¬ 
ever, to counterplot tlie scoundrel, and at the same time to give him no room io 
suspect our intentions, inclosed you will receive two forms of agreement-- 
the one real, to be strictly kept by us, the other fictitious. In short, this 

affair concluded, Omicliund will be treated as he de.serves This you will 

acquaint Meer Jaffier with ” On the assumption, tlien, that Omiehund deserved 
the worst epithets here applied to him, the qne.stion still returns, T)o the means 
employed to frustrate his intentions admit of justification?—were tliey in accord¬ 
ance with honour, equity, and sound policy? Sir John Malcohn undertakes to 
prove the affirmative; but his elaborate argument only shows how completely 
aeal for the reputation of hi,s hero had warped his judgment, and blinded him 
fpr the moment to the necessity of that good faith wluch he himself inviolably 
vor^. T. 
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AD i7''.7 iiiaintaiueil, and ■which formed one of the brightest features in his OAvn disLiu- 
ouished career. He admits that tlie concoction of tlic fictitioii.s tieaty ‘‘must 
lia'vc been lejmgnaiit to the feelings even oi those who deemed thenisels'cs 
compelled by duty to have lecomse to .such an aitifice, ” and tliab the ad'ecL- 
Attompt= to termination of Omicliunds life “must make an impression upon every well- 
iiLLtoiiciuucji luiiid/’ ljut still insists iliat, “ while we ^i^''e tear to weak aiKi 

suffering humanity, we must do justice to those who deemed theraselvc.s eoni- 
])elied liy circumstances, arrd by tire situation irr wliiclr tlrey wer'o pl.aeed, to 
repre.ss all private feeling, aird evert to incur obloquy, in tire perfurrnance ol' 
their public dut}- ” The select coiirrrrittce are thus reproserrted, by a very t'xtra- 
ordinary tligld of inraginatiou, as actuated by the highest and jnn-est rrrotives, 
and .subrnittiirg with rare drsirrteresLedness to a kirrd of martyrdom, in order to 
seciue a grerrt pnhlic henefrt not othci'wi.se attainable Wa.s it really .sot’ Wlierr 
the trarrsaction is hared of all the extrarreous matter with wliiclr Sir Joint Mal¬ 
colm has oiicrirrrbered it, it will be .seen that the only thing at .stake was a .sum 
of irroire}'. Twenty lacs of rupees promised by air article in the fietitions treaty 
satisfied Oinichnnd, and iiidueed him to remain true to his fellow-consjrirators 
The same sunt insertrsl in the genuiue treaty would of coui'se have Irad the very 
.same eifect; and therefore tire only (j^uestion to be answered i.s, Whofchei', in order' 
to save a sum of £200,000 to the tr'easirry of tire Nabob of Bengal, the repre.seii- 
tatives of the Coinpan}" and of British lioiiour in India wore eonipelled to 
commit fraud and forgery!* It would be an insult to tire understanding of the 
reader to argue such a question, in.stead of leaving Iriin to follow tire iiatiiial 
imjrulae of hi.s orvn mind by answerirrg it in the negative. 
bimijAii We nnist now follow Sur-ajab Dowdali in Iris flight His wumcir, with the 
fiight'uui fifty laden elepliaiits, were captured tire -very day after tlieir dcpai'ture, at Bog- 
wangola, a town on the right bank of the Gangc.9, about twelve miles north¬ 
east of Moor.sliedabad. Pur.suer.s Avere also upon the track of the uaboh, but Iri.s 
swift boat bad enabled 'rim to out-distance them, and, but for a .strange fatality 
Avbicli attended his movemeats arrd defeated his plan.s, Ire seemed about to c.scape 
Before .setting out to cncomiter Clive he had sent a pre.ssiirg iiivitatroii to M. 
Law, who had immediately .set out with bis body of Frenehmcii, and Avura within 
a feAV hour,s’ march of Eajamalial, Avhen, licariiig of the disaster at Plassoy, he 
deemed it prialeut to stop, and Avait for further intelligence. Had he proceeded 
he Avould almost to a certainty have joined the nabob and saved him, a.s there 
Avonld have been little difRculty in defeating fru'tlrer pnr.suit, and reacliiug 
Patna This Avas Surajali BoAvlah’s original intention, as ho had reasoir to 
believe that tire governor of Behar residing there remained faithful aixrid the 
geireral defection, ami Avould gWe him an asylum. He had accordingly shaped 
his flight in tins direetioir, and arrived -without interruption at Kajanrahal 
Here the boatmen, Avorn out Avith tlich' excessive exertions, were permitted to 
pass the night in the boat, Avhile the nabob and lii.s tAvo attendairte songlrt 
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shelter aslioie iii a deseiteit gaiden Oime’s account is that he was heie acci- a o i - 
dentally lecogiuzed at hieak of day, b}'a pci sun who had too good leasoii tu 
reuietnber liini, fiuni having been deprived of his eais hy Ins oidcis, tliiitecii 
months lipfou', vWien at this place ho 
stopjM'd shoit on the expedition to 
Paine ih. aiul letraced lus steps to 
execute the fatal resolution of expelling 
the English fioin .Bengal The natm; 
a( count is, that the peisuii who laid been 
thus maltreated was eithei ,i deivise or 
fakii, and tli.it b^ ,i singular coincidence 
the place wlici e the nabob sought shcltei 
was the cell of this veiy devotee lie 
was leeeivcd with much aiipaiont lies 
pitality, but his host, sthnulatod at once 
by u'venge and the hope of row’ard, took 
the earliest oppoitunity of communkat 
ing his important discovery to Mcer 
Cossiin, Meer Jaffier’s brother-in-law, 
who was then the coiiuuauder of Plapi.- 
mahid. PIis capture being thus effected, 

Siufijah Eowlab was huniod back, 
fauffering every Idiid of indignity consistent with the preseivation of his life. 

At midnight he was bronglit as a felon before Meer Jaffier, in the palace which 
so lately was Iiis own, and, tiuowing himself on the ground, earnestly asked 
only for life Meer Jaffier was or affected to be moved, and a consultation 
ensued, duruig which the (piestion of life or death was fieely discussed No 
formal decision was given, but Meer Jaffier must have been perfeetty aware 
of what was to follow'', when lie went off to bed leaving the unhappy prisonei' 
in the charge of Ills son Meerun, a worthless youth of seventeen, who, having 
from the first given bi.s opinion for murder, was not slow in luibing a wretch 
to perpetrate it Surajah Dowlali had been remov'ed to a distant chamber to 
await hib fate He was not kept long in suspense As soon as the munleier 
entered ho saw his jnirpose in his looks, and Legged a few moments’ respite tu De.itiiof 
peifonn his ablutions and say his prayers Even this was denied, and he was 
speedily despatched by the blovv's of a poignard. Tu the morning his niangied 
reniain.s, after being exposed tlirougli the city on an elephant, were carried 
to the tomb of All V erdy K,ban, bis maternal grandfather He was only in 
tlie twentieth year of his age, and the fifteenth month of his government 
Worthless though he was, his tragical fate excited general commiseration, and 
the question must often have been asked, Why did not the English, whose 
ii luence at the court was paiamounfe, not interfere to prevent it? Olive, 
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AO 17)7 when he urged the newnabolo to piuKs forvvaid to Atnorshedahad and eiideiwoiir 
to secnie the person of Surajali Dowdali, might have made him awai'C tliat he 
must not touch his life Tiiis ]jreeauti«ii, wliich mere humanity seemed to 
dictate, he omitted to use; it may have been from oversight. When after¬ 
wards refeniiig to the subject, in a long letter wliich he addressi'd to the secret 
committee of directors, he contents himself with saying, ‘‘ Surajah Dnwlah wa.s 
not discovered till some day.s after his flight; however, he wa.s at last taken ui 
the iieighhourhood of Eajamahal, and brought to Moorsliedabad on the 2d instant 
late at night He was immediately cut olf by the nabob’s son. and, as it i.s 
said, Avitbont the father’s knowledge. Next morning the nabob paid mo a 
vi.sit, and thought it necessary to palliate the matter on motives of policy, 
fur that Surajah Dorvlah had wrote letters on the road to many of the jemidars 
of the army, and ooca.sioned some eomniotions among those in hi.s favour, ’ ‘ 
Attarai.hof M Law, after losing the opportunity of saving Surajah Dovvlah, and lu'ariiig 

aiiiitjijf . . ‘ •' . . .. • 1 

Flinch t)) of his capture, immediately marched hack with his body or troop,s into hehai’, 
cuuatii intending to offer their services to Kamnarain, the governor, who, as he had 

roioiution pri)i-nis,oil to supjiort Surajah Dowlah, would now, it wa.s supjiosed, not 

he disinclined to assume indo])endence. Ey accepting of French as.sistance and 
forming alliances with neighbouring cliicfs, it might be po.ssiblo not only to sc't 
the new nabob at defiance, but to assume the offen.sive, and carry tlic war into 
the very heart of Bengal. This danger .seemed .so formidable to Moer Jahier 
that he immediately called Clive’s attention to it, and urged the expediency of 
endeavouring to make piisonens of the French before they could roach Patna 
The natural course Avould have been to Lave employed Ins own sohliers I’or this 
purpose. As yet, however, though he professed to have been called to the throne 
by the popular voice, he did not feel so secure as to he able to paid with any of 
the troop.s on who.se fidelity he could calculate, while, for very obvious rea.sons, 
it wordd have been madness to employ tho.se whom he su.spected, Clive ea.slly 
saw the dilemma in Aviiich he was placed, and set his mind at ease by under¬ 
taking to send a detachment of his orvii troop.s in pursuit of the French, The 
detachment, consisting of 2S0 Europeans, 300 sepoys, fifty lascars, luidtwo fiedd- 
pieces, Avas placed under the command of Major Coote. Tlie baggage and 
stores Avere laden in forty boats. Ayliicb, besides being very imperfectly equipped, 
Avere not read_y to start from Moor.sbedabad before the Gth of July. By bhi.s 
time the French had got half-A\my to Patna, and Avore almost beyond the reach 
of capture. The expedition, lioweA'er, deserves notice for the remarkable 
courage and jterseverance displayed by those employed in it. 
coitfl'a The troops arrived at Eajamahal on the 10th, and the boats on tlie 11th of 

ng-un-st July. Meer Co.ssim Avas expected to give all necessary assistance, but sent only 

tteia. horsemen, aa'Iio refused to proceed -without two months’ pay, and were 

therefore left behind. Major Coote, thus thrown on his own resources, .set out 
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n<>a"ni oil tlio and iu live dajs leaclied Bliaiii^iilpoie, a di-iUiTicc of sixty-five a d ivst 
miles Heie it was ascertained that the h’leiiLh had passed Patna, winch is fifty- 
five miles in advance, four days before TVIajoi Coote mi^lit now have Leon justi- 
fied in abandoning the puisuit as hopeless, but he was of a character not to be ^[ou^w 
dett'rred by oidinaiy obstacles, and by tbe 21st accomplished twenty-five miles 
more, wlucli brought 


him to Monghir 
The detachment had 
eKpected to find a 
1 esting-place within 
its fort—a place 
of eonsiderahle 
strength, situated on 
a j.ircoipitons rock, 
washed by the Gan¬ 
ges; butthegarrisou, 
instead of admitting- 
them, manned tlie 
walls, lighted tlicii' 
niatehes, and gave 
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such unequivocal proofs of hostile intentions, that it only remained to make a 


circuit and continue the march still farther westward Coote was now so near 


Patna that he was determined to reach it at all hazards, and was still ju essing 
onward when he eiieouritered an obstacle on -which he had not calculated. The 


Europeans became inutiuous It re(i^uired all Coote’.s energy to maintain them m»i»)iaijui- 
iii discipline. As they murmured at their hardships and fatigue.s, he endea- 
voured to shame them irrto their duty hy putting them into the boats, wliiJe he 
himself continued to march at the head of the sepoys In tliis way he proceeded 
to Futwa or Futtooha, which is within ten miles of Patna Hitherto Eamna- 


raiii, thougdi perfectly aware of his approach, had taken no notice of it, but two 
letters were now received from him apologizing for the escape of the P'reuch, 
and ascribing it to tho want of timely notice It thus appeared that, however 
hostile Ilamnai'aiu’,s intentions might be, be was not yet prepared to avow 
them. The boldness of Goote’s march, with a mere handful of men, for above 
200 miles through a country known to Ire unfriendly, had perhaps overawed 
him On the 2Gth tire whole of the detachment, as well as tbe boats, reaclred 
Patna, and took up their station at the Company’s factory, a spacious building, 
situated on the bank of the Ganges, ontside but close to tbe we,stern wall of the 
city Ramnarain having made himself acquainted with the exact strength of 
the detachment, and probably also with the mutinous spirit which part of them 
had manife,sted, was now less disposed to profess friendship, and, on frivolous 
pretexts, declined to receive the visit which Coote had. proposed to pay him. 
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vDiVif Mattel"!, consequently, assumed a very ominous appearance. Two men Aveie 
overlie,'iij talking of a design to iiuissaeie tlie detaeluni'iit, and, at tlio .same 
time, tlie conduct of tlie Euiopeans liecaiue ,so disoi'derly Lluit Uooto liad no 
alternative but to biing tliii’ty of them to a court-martial, Avliicli .sentenced 
them to he flogged. The infliction of .such a punishment at so tiying a time i.s 
a rare example of firninc.ss and decision ; Imt it nuist necc.ssarily ]nwe weakiuied 
the detaclmient, and conseipiently added to the impending danger. Quote wa.s, 
notwithstanding, determined to persevere in ilie original design of the expedi¬ 
tion, and made preparations to continue the pin .suit. The camp attendants and 
many of the boatmen now took alarm and de.sorted By great exeitions their 
places were supplied; and the detachment, after leaeliing Dinapore and ciossing 
the Soiie at its confluence rvith the Gangi's, ])roeccded uji tlie right or .sontlicrn 
bank of the hitter river, till they arrived oppo.site to Qhuprah In this place the 
Company liad a factory for the collection of .saltjietrc, which i.s made in large 
quantities in the surrounding districts It was thm-eforc deemed cx[)edient to 
cro.ss over, bnt from the rvant of boats and other as,si,stance, tliree days were 
consumed in the op(‘ration. At C'lmprah Qoote leamod that Law’s paity had 
reached Eeiiarcs, and been favourably received by tlie ra jah, who Avas deiKUident 
on Sujah DoAA'lah, Nabob of Oudo To buvi- paweeded would have boeu to risk 
collision AV'itli this formidable enemy, and it was therefore determined lo wait for 
further orders. On the 12th of August a letter Avas received IVuni Olive, order¬ 
ing the return of the detachment to Patna, there to concert Avitli Midiniood Amy 
Khan, Meer Jaffier’s hrotlicr, a .seh.erae for wresting the goA'ermnent of Belnir 
from Ramuai'uin. Not a moment was lost; and the very next day the troops, 
carried swiftly down the stream by the cairrent, landed at Patna, and resumed 
their quarters in the factoiy. Coote .saw that the only chance of overtlirowliig 
Eamnarain wa.s to assault tlio citadel, then garrisoned by 2000 men, and make 
him piri.soner The attenqit was not only daring, hut must have .seemed almost 
de.sperate; and yet Coote Avould have made it. had not Mahmood couiusolled 
delay, in order to give 1dm an opportunity of seducing tho garrison. Before 
the re,suit Avas ascertained, Moer Jaffier, who had suggested the deposition of 
Kamnarain, became suspiicious of the designs of his own hrothor. Coote Av'as, 
&w,eMnea.in consequence, recalled, and arrived with the detachment at Moorslicdahad, on 
the 7th of September. The expedition thus failed of iis ohjeefc Its indirect 
results, liOAAmver, Avere important. The indomiiahle re.solution Avliieli its com¬ 
mander displayed rli-ew aU eyes upon him as one of tho de.stined heroes of 
Indian AA’arfare; and, at tlio same time, made a piowei'fnl imp]’Ga.sion on the 
mind.s of the iiatives, convincing them how hopeles.s Avould he any attcmpit to 
an'est the pwogress of a nation, a mere handful of whose .soldiers could thus 
srander hundx'eds of miles through their countiy, as if defying attack, and yet 
without meeting an enemy hold enough to attempit it, 

The very .same day on which Cloote set out on liis remarlcahle expedition, an 
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cxlraoj-fliiitiiy scene was exliiliitcd in Calcutta. The spoils of Meer Jaffiei's ad its; 
ti-easury aiiived After a variety of discussiom and eqirivocations, 7,-271,000 
rui>(H‘K, ill coined wilver, were received, packed in 700 chests, and despatched 
down the river in 100 boats At Nuddea these were joined Ly all the boats of ^nIUllof 
tlic squadron, and many others, the whole “proceeding with haiineis displayed, 
and music sounding, as a triumphal procession, to contrast that in wliich tJie 
inhabitants of the Ganges had seen Surajah Dowlali retuiniiig the year before 
from the destruction of Calcutta Never before,” says 0:inc, from whom the 
whole quotation is made, “did the English nation, at one time, obtain such a 
prize in solid money; for it amounted (in the mint) to -£800,000 sterling” The 
rel'ereuce to the mint would scarcely be intelligible without the explanation that 
the coined silver was not the regidar currency of the country, Imt collection,s of 
coins of various countries, which had been hoarded up in tlie treasury of Moor- 
shedahad by successive nabobs 

The arrival of so much money, and the distrihntion of it partly among those Ouioni 
whom the pillage of Calcutta had ruined, naturally diffused universal joy. 

Almost ('very family found iteclf suddenlj'- raised to affluence, commerce I'evived, 
and the whole settlement gave signs of rapid and nnexampled prosperity. The 
benefits, liowever, were not without alloy. A most mercenary spirit was 
engendered, and, at a time when unusual generosity might have been expected, 
tlie meanest selfibhne,ss was unblusliingly displaj-ed. Clive, as we have seen, 
liad not forgotten hi.s own interests, and had .shared in the spoil to an extent 
which cannot easily he justified, and which his most unqualified admirers must 
unite in deploring, as it gave his enemies a handle lor the charges which em¬ 
bittered his life, and probably led to the act by which it was prematurely 
terminated, it must he admitted, liowever, that in all pecuniary arrangements 
where his comrades in arms or colleagues in council were concerned, Clive's 
conduct wa.s characterized by a nice sense of honour and great disinterested- 
nes.s, and in thi.s respect often contrasts honourably -with, their rapaciousness. 

The select committee, while providing for themselves a most liberal compen- 
sation in the event of Clive’,s success, were not willing to incur rc.spon.sibility 
in the event of failure; and lienee, after giving theii- express sanction to all pre¬ 
vious proceeding.s, and taking credit to them,selve,s for “ setting the machine in 
niotiuii,” addressed a letter to liim, which could only be interpreted as a mere 
attempt to reap the profit without incuning any of the hazard. Tins letter 
was written before the battle of Tlassey, and Clive, answering it after the 
battle, says;—“I cannot help thinking that had the expedition miscarried, you 
would have laid the wliole blame on me.” To another letter from the com¬ 
mittee, written the very day when the battle was fought, he thus replies:—“ I 
have received your letter of the 23d instant, the contents of svhich are so 
indefinite and contradictory that I can put tio other construction on it than 
an intent to clear your,self at my expense, had the expedition nii&caiT'ied, It 
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.\D 1757. pnfc me in uiiiul uf Uic famous answer of Uic Ddpliic oracle to Pyi'rlms —‘Aio 
le, ^Encide, Ro'uvinos viaa’Vc poane.”’ Tlie Lriumpliant result of the expedition 
saved the committee from the iuigeiierou.s course which they appear to liave 
contemplated; hut when the division of the money wa,s di.seiiMsed tli.spute.s of a 
di.sgraceful character arose. Admiral Watson, though not formally a member 
of the select committee, was virtuall 3 '' so, in con.setiuoiice of the active [lart whicli 
he had taken in all their proceedings, and on this ground thought himself 
entitled to share in the money allotted to that body, Clive, without ndnritting 
the strict justice of the claim, saw its rcasoiiahleness, and exerted him,self to 
make it elfeetual; hut, though he offered at oucc to set the example, hy 
deducting his part, most of the others were too .selfish to follow his example. It 
was perhaps thought that, a-s the admiral had refused to damage his character 
by .signing the fictitiou.s tinaty, he wa.s compensated in reputation for the los.s 
of mone}'-. He certainly was; and it is more than probable that ho himself was 
of the .same opluiou, when, not many days after, he received in his own person 
a proof of the utter emptiness of all earthly possessions, and died of fever, after 
a few days’ illness. 

a'lnririathe ^nother pecuniary <li.spute, which gave Olive much vexation, while it served 

tiuiitary. to bring out some of the better and more prominent parts of his character, re¬ 
lated to the divi.siou of prize-money. Besides the iiahoh’s so-called donation to 
the army and navy, as to which there could not he any inisunderstanding, since 
the oljvioLi.s meaning was that the two services ought to share it between them, 
another and the largest present appears to have been made through Olive to the 
trooixs who, under him, had gained the victory. As the stpiadron could not ascend 
the river and take part in the victory, it could not be denied that this present 
lielongcfl exclusively to the troops engaged. All thi.s wa.s clear, but some were 
selfish enough to maintain that by the tenn “troops” only soldiers should he 
understood, and that the sailons, who actually seiwed in the expedition, had no 
claim. To obtain an etpiitahle settlement of this and various other points, Olive 
assembled a council of war, wdiich was attended by officers de][iuted from every 
branch of the troops. After much discussion, and in the face even of a strong 
protest made by Clive, tite majority came to the shameful decision that the 
claim of the sailor.s who came with the expedition shoidd not he recognized. 
Officers who had committed themselves thus far had no serujdes in going 
further, and, in order to prevent the possibility of appeal against their meditated 
injustice, proceeded to vote that the div,ision sliotdd be immediately carried 
into effect. In vain did Clive represent tliat “ the money could not be divided 
till it W'as shroflecl, and the agent.s of both parties present, without the greatest 
injustice.” They still persisted, till Clive overruled their votes, and broke up 
the council' of war So bent, however, were they oii carrying their point, that 
they sent Mm what they called a “remonstrance and protest,” The nature of 
its contents may be learned from Olive's admirable answer, the principal part 
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of vvliicli was iiH follows:—“(Jeiitlemen,—1 have received both your rciuoiis- ad ir:>T. 
tranc(i ii,ud proLesi. Ha,d you coiisulLed the dictates of your own reason, those 
of justice, 01 ' till' respect diu' to your conmiaudiug officer, I aiu persuaded such 
a [)iiper, so liiglily iuj'urious to your owu honour as oflicers, cf)iild never ha\U‘ 
escaped you. You ,say you were assemhled at a council to give your itpiniuir cll^^^ timi 
afiout a matter of [ii'opcu’ty. lYay, g-eiitlemeii, how comes it that a promise of I'.'rZi'ng u 
a sum of motley from the iiahob, etitirely negotiated by me, can be deemed a 
imitter of riglit and property! 80 very far from it, it i.s now in my power to 
return to the uiibof) the money already advanced, and leave it to his option 
whetlier he will jterftjrui his }tromi,se or not. You Iitive stormed no town and 
found the money there; neither did you find it in tlie plains of Pla.ssey, after 
the defeat of the nabob. In short, gentlemen, it pains me to remind you, that 
what you are to receive is entirely owing to the care 1 took of your interest, 

Hud T not interfered greatly in it, you had heen loft to the (Jonipany’.s gene¬ 
rosity, who, pevhap.s, would have tliouglit you .suffieieutly rewarded in receiv¬ 
ing a present of six luouth.s’ pay; in return for Avltich I have been treated with 
the greatc.si dl.sre,sp«Gt and ingratitude; and, what i,s still worse, you have flown 
in the face of my authority for overruling an oiiinioii, which, if piussed, woidd 
liavc been highly iujuriou.s to your own reputation, and heen of the worst con- 
secpionces to the cause of the nation and the Company.” This answer, and 
the decisive .step of ])laciug the officers wlio brought tlie pajicr in arrest, and 
seudirig a captain, who had acted as ringleader, down to Calcutta, opened the 
eyes of the I'einonsti'imts Either brought hack to a sense of duty, or alarmed 
at finding that in sel&hly gra.spiug at too much they were ri,sking the loss of 
all, they made their ,submission and were forgiven. 

This dispute, and variou.s others, which, tliougli of a less giaiing, were of a 
very disagreeable nature, leave no room to (lou]>t that the Hudden influjc of onina 
wealth, obtained by nearly emiitying the nabob’s trea.siuy, had diffused a 
mercenary and rapacious spirit among all classes, civil and military, in Calcutta 
On .seeing thi.s result Clive must have had some misgivings as to the propriety 
of the course he had pursued, in accepting so imich money for himself, and 
allowing so much to be exacted by others, who ooidd not like him plead that 
they had doue enough to deserve it. It was, perhaps, owing to some such 
feeling, that, in his very long letter to the secret committee of tlie court of 
directors, dated a month after he entered Moorshedabad, while giving very 
full details as to the money wdiicli Mcer Jaffier had hound himself to pay, and 
the insufficiency of the trea.sury to pay it, he makes no allusion to the private 
treaty in winch the .select (.'ommittee, in stijmlating for a donative to the army 
and navy, had inserted an exorbitant donation to them.selve.s, nor to the 
enormous snms wMoh, without being stipulated, had been received in tbe name 
of presents. The omission could scarcely be a mere oversight; if it w.as inten¬ 
tional, it is difficult to account for it on any other supposition than that it was 
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II delii'ate hubjocl, which it would be iiuprudent to meutiou iiicidontally, and 
which it was then judged prouuiture to attempt to justify. The whole sum 
paid by Aleer Jalher to individuals, including the .stipulation to the army and 
navy, but exclusive of that to the Coiiipiiny, amounted—taking the rupee at 
the rate of exchange which it bore at the time to £l,2;i8,r)75. Of this Olive 
received in his capacitie.s as member of the .select committee and commandcr- 
in-eliief, and in the form of an uustipulated gratuitous donation, X2:51,000. 

It is not easy to overrate the advantages which the revolution in llcngal 
secured to the Company. The mouey mu.st have Ijccn .sufficient to coiu})ensate 
them for all their losses All the land within the Maliratta Jjitch, and lor a, 
circuit of CDO yards without it, granted tlicm in ah,solute property, mu.st 
have been, from its position, of great and increasing value, and tlio zemindary, 
very vaguely described as including tlic country lying soutli of (Jalcutta, be¬ 
tween the lalce and the river, as far a.s Culpee, mu.st, notwitli.staudii]g the 
re.servation of tire customary payments, have added largely to their revenue, and 
still more largely to tlieir power. The freedom of navigation wa.s, moreover, 
.secured by tlie stipulation that no forts should be erected on tlie banks of the 
river, froui Hooghly dowiiward.s; while tlie internal trade was .set free from all 
exaction.s and annoyances by the certainty that the (Jompany’s duatuk.s or 
pas.sports would no longer be liable to que.stion, at lea.st on frivolous grounds 
Ill,stead of existing merely on tolerance a.s traders, the victory of Pla.s.sey had 
made them a great political power They had unmade one nahoh and made 
another; and unless they were voluntarily to recede from the high position thus 
won for them, the three great provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa must 
henceforth aeknowdedge them as, to all intents, their lords paramount. Before 
])roceeding to trace tlie farther progress of this great revolution, it will he 
nece.ssary to return to the Carnatic, which was likewise about to become the 
theatre of important events. 


CH A PTEII XT. 


Position of fiffUirs in the Ca-rnaiic—Desultory warfare—Arrival of a Preiicli aqiiadrou—Lally, coni' 
tnandcr-iu-cliief of Prench forces—Naval action—Siege and capture of Kent St. David—Siege of 
Taujore—Siege of Madras—Frenclirevcises—Fordo in the Northern Circars—RatUo of Wandiwash 
—Siege and captiue of Pondicherry—Destruction of French interests in the Deccan. 


AtTairo latirj 
ra-rnafcie. 


I HE presidency of Madras, when they fitted out the expedition 
to Bengal, anticipated its retmui before the impending rnpiurc 
between Great Britain and France .should be actually cloclarod, 

II or at least in time to enable them to ward off the dangers with 
w which tlioy would in conseq^uence be threatened. In this 

expectation, owing to the course of events in Bengal, they were disappointed, 
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Clive, convinced that lie could not seive the interests of the Cuiiijiany so a d irsr. 

effectually as hy overthrowing Surajah Uowlah, retained all tlie troops wliich 

ho had taken with him, and ventured, on liis own rc.sponsihility, to disrcgaid 

the orders re])catedly .sent him to return. Thus weakened hy tlie absence of a 

large paid of their force.s, the presidency of Madras reiriained on the defensive. 

The Trench, in tlie mejintinie, were not disposed to avail themselves of any 

superiority which they possessed. They expected the arrival of a powerfid 

armament, and deemed it imprudent, wliilc they had the pro.spect of striking 

a final blow at all the British settlements in India, to ri.sk any lo.s.s, hy engaging 

in partial operatinn.s. A kind of neutrality had lienee been established between s'e'ri.iiit} 

the companies, and it almost seemed as if the declaration of hostilities between luilhuih 

their respective governments liad only made them de.siroua of remaining- at 

peace. Tlii.s neutrality, liowever, being only a- temporizing expedient, tlie 

result not of clioieo but of accidental circumstances, wa.s neces.sarily of sboi't 

duration. It was soon found that neither party could safely remain on tlie 

defemsive. The Nabob of Arcot, thougdi now nominally in po.ssession of almost 

the whole territory which he claimed under that title, was unable to derive any 

regular revenue from it; and hi.s British allie.s, Avho had obtained large tracts of 

land in assignment of the debts whicli tliey had incurred in his behalf, were 

unable to make them effectual for payment. Two of tlie nabob'.s brotlier.s, one 

in the north and another in the south, were in open revolt; and numerous 

trilmiaries, influenced hy their example, plainly intimated their determination 

not to pay unless under compulsion. The nece.s.sity of an immediate effort being 

thus made apparent, the presidency ordered Captain Calliaud, commanding 

officer at Trichinopoly, to proceed southward with all his disposable troops, to 

effect the subjugation and settlement of Madura and Tinnevelly, and sent a 

detachment northward to Nellore. Neither expedition riroved successful. In ivMiit„iy 

. 11 . 

an attempt to storm Nellore a serious repulse was received; and the siege 
of Madura was suddenly abandoned, in order to provide for the safety of 
Trichinopoly, again,st which the French, when made aware of the defcneelebS 
state in wdiich it had been left, had .secretly sent an overpowering force, col¬ 
lected on the spur of the moment by emptying Pondicherry and other places 
of their garrisons. The measure -was dexterously planned, hut very indif¬ 
ferently executed, and Trichinopoly was saved hy CaUiaud, who, hy making 
hi.s way into the city after the enemy suppo.sed that they had rendered access 
to it ini]jossible, performed the only memorable achievement in tliis desul¬ 
tory warfare, which, after its immediate objects bad failed, continued to be 
carried on by both skle.s, as if in mere wantonness, with no advantage to 
themselves and infinite misery to the inhabitants. The result was, on the 
whole, unfavourable to the presidency, who, while their .sources of revenue 
were dried up by the devastation of the country which ought to have 
fumished them, were constrained to purchase the departure of the Mahi-attas, 
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i\ D wlio had made tm iiicmsion into the Carnatic and demandeil a larj^e feuiu at, the 
arrears of ehoiit 

On the -idtli of Fehnuiiy, 1758, Adndial Pocoeke, who had succeeded 
Admiral WaCon, arrived at Madras, with the .ships of wai’ from Pengal, and 
Admiral ytevens, exactly a month alter, witli four ships of tlie line from Pom- 
Arn,,ic,f,i hay This f'oimidable sipiadron sailed on the 17th of Ajiril to tlie southward, 
'.,r<tor‘Laiv hut the hnjies which it had raised were suddenly damped on the ‘28th, when a 
’imr'd"'"' ‘''[uadron of twelve sail, evidently Preneli, was descried making for tlie road of 
Fort St David It was commanded by Count d’Ache, and had on hoard Counl, 

Daily, an officer of Irish descent, who, having ae- 
tpiired distinction in European campaigns, liad been 
.sent out witli the most extensive power.s as governor- 
o-cneral of all tlic ITencli .settlements in India. 

O 

He was accompanied by the regiment ol’ his name, 
which rnustci’ed 1080 strong, a .small number of 
royal artillery, and many officens of distinction. Thi.s 
armament, Avliich had long been expected, had been 
sent out by the Frencli government, with a. strong 
unhesitating conviction that, with tlie other troops 
already collected at Pondicherry, it was destined 
to achieve a .serie.s of triumphs In none was this 
conviction .stronger than in Dally himself, wlio was .so impatiimt to commence 
oijerations, that leaving the rest of his ships to anehor in the vicinity of the Fort, he 
Inrstened off to Poudicheny to proclaim hi.s eommi.ssii)n, and nrg£‘ the immediate 
departure of the troops there, with all the necessary reipiisites for carrying on 
the siege This precipitancy displayed far more energy than wi.sdoin, and raised 
lip a host of ohstacle.s wliieli might easily Iiavo been avoided by acting Avitli 
I’lcpirit oin jnore calmness and deliberation. He had no doubt a right to ex])eet that the 
in.iirtst' most essential preparations had been already made, and that at all events no 
difficulty woirld be found iii pmcuriiig the means of transport, (ireat there¬ 
fore was his .surpri.se and indignation on learniiig tliat everything remained to 
bejrrovided In the.se circrmistauees prudence counselled delay; but his I'e.so- 
liition had been formed, and diHicultios, so far from changing it, 'wonld only 
furiiisli an opportunity of ac([uii’iiig new distinetron by surinountriig them. (.)n 
the very evening of his arrival 2000 men, half of them Kirropeans and half 
sepoys, were on the march frim Pondicherry for Fort ^St David, iiiider the 
command of CAunt d’Estaing. It had not even been deemed necessary to obtain 
exact knowdedge of the roads or furni.sli provision.s. The consequence was, that 
they went astray, and, after a night of hard,ship and fatigue, arrived in the 
morning in a state hoixlering on starvation. The following day, when other 
troop.s were despatched, and rvith them ai-tilleiy, stores, and baggage, blunders 
still mote serious were committed. Without paying the least regard to the 
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ieelinga and prejudices (if tlie natives, Lally issued a general order, coinpelliiig ad ir.is 
all, without disthictiou of rank or caste, to .supply the want of Lullocks and 
other Leasts of lau’den, hy Lecoiuiug themselves drawei's and carriers. Wlien 
this order was issued, the govenior and council, aware of the general ferment 
which it would produce, eruhsivoured to prevent the e.x.eeution, Lut Lfillv, 
ridiculing their fears, and even imjuigniug tlieir motives, jiensi.sted in his own 
reckless course He was eon.secpie.ntly i-egarded with ahlujirence by tlje native 
[lojmlatiou, wlio took their revenge hy deserting on every opportunity, and 
rendoiing no service which they could piossihly avoid. 

While Lally was thus hlundering and raising up olrstacle.s to his own success, Tiuif.a.jv,. 
the fate of his whole armament was lianging in a tremliling halanee The 
British ,sf|uadron, after reaching the north extremity of Ceylon, steered again 
for tlie coast of India, and arrived off Negajiatam on the vei-^' day wljen tlie 
ffrenoh acpradi'on was entering the road of Fort tSt. David. Continuing it.s 
eourao northward along the .shore, it no sooner came in sight of tlie enemy than 
Admiral Pocooke tlirew out the signal for eliase Count d’Ache did not decline 
the challenge tlms thrown out to him; and when come np witli. ahout noon of 
tlie 29tli, was waiting, with his sliqis in line of battle. His sguadrun, diminished 
hy a ship and a frigate which had goiu' with Lally to Poiidielieny. .still 
amounted to nine sail. The British .s(puulrori consisted of only seven sail The 
engagement proved indecisive. After it had lasted an lionr and a lialf tlie 
Prcnch sheered off, aiipurently not for tllght, hn( to reaissemhle theii' .slhp.s, which 
liadliceome .scattered, and rc.sume the action. The British, very iiiucli damaged 
in their rigging, were unable and perhaps had no great inclination to follow. 

The conibntants thus parted by a kind of mntnai consent. Tlie ln.ss of tlie 
French during the action was the more severe, und afterwards it was considerahly 
increased, one of their ships, the Bien Ainic, of hfty-eight guns, having ran 
ashore, in coirsequeneo of cutting her cable, and become a total wreck. 

It was six days after the action hehire Count d’Ache readied Pondicherry, sieetinn'i 
The troops he iiad with him Avere immediately landed and marched off' to Fort itlrt’st ’ 
Ht. David. As the difficulty of land transport had been greatly increased by 
Lally’s rash and improvident proceedings, the ai-tillery and ammunition Avere 
sent by sea, and put ashore near the mouth of the Penaar. Eveiytliing being 
noAV provided for the siege, operations commenced on the llth of Jffay, by the 
erection of a battery in the Adcinity of Cuddalore, and Avere continued Avith con¬ 
siderable vigour. The garrison consisted of 61!) Europeans, of AAdioru 28(iAvere 
elfective, and 350 seamen taken from tAVo frigate.s which had been run ashore 
Avhen the French squadron first made its ajiiieai-auee, and of 1 GOO sepoys, la.seans, 
and topa,s.ses. Such a force placed within a fortification aaLtcIi, l)}^ means of 
additions and improAnAinents, had been rendered so complete that Avant of space 
wa,s its only serious defect, should Inq-ve been able to make a protracted defence. 

It was not so. Instead of acting on a kind of regular plan, the commander tif 
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\ t) 1708 the fort seems to liave eontented himself with allowing the gaviLson, as Mi. 
Ormc expiesses it, ‘‘to lavish away tlieir lire night and day on everything they 
saw, heaid, or suspected ” In this way tliey sustained more injury than tliey 
intlicted, for “twenty of the carriages of their own guns were disabled and the 
si,.;,.„rrort works tlieinselves .shaken.” Tlic hesiogeis were thus pernvittod to proceed 
witli little interruption Cy the 80th they had advanced their trenches to 
within 200 yards of the glacis, and fiuiii twenty-one pieces of camion and 
thirteen mortai'.s kept np an incessant fire, with a constantly iuereasing siipeii- 
ority over that of the defenders, who vu-re now beginning to feel the want of 
the annnunition of which they had heen so lavish at the conimenceincnt, when 
no good purpose could be gained liy it It was now evident that the idace must 
fall if not speedily relieved, tif this there was .still .some hope. Admiral 
Pococke with hi.s .stpiadron was known to be on the coast; and as he had 

already gained some advantage 
over his opponent, it wa.s naiiir- 
ally expected that be would not 
allow Fort St, Diivul to fall 
without a .sti’enuous elfort to 
save it. He did indeed make 
this effort; and after Iiaviiig been 
driven northwaid as far as 
Sadra&B, had worked his way 
back, Imt with so much diffi¬ 
culty, that he only gained four 
leagues in two day.s. On the 
28th he descried the French fleet 
lying in the road to Pondicherry; 
hut Count d’Achd’s courage had 
cooled after lu.s previous encoun¬ 
ter. and instead of accepting the 
challenge to tight, he resolved, 
with tlie sanction of his captains 
and the governor and council, to 
keep hia ship.s moored near the .shore under the protection of the ba.tteries. 
Lally, bearing of tins resolution and ashamed of it, hastened from the siege, 
bringing wutli liirn a detachment of 400 Europeans and as many sepoys, whom 
Count ^ he tendered to Count cl’Ache to seiwe on board the fleet. Tho want of men, in 
oeeijiiei (hu consctjueiice of the great number of sick who were on shore in the hospital, had 
thetS) only excuse for not risking an engagement, and as thi.s oUstacle wa.s 

now removed by Lallj’-’s offer, the previous pusillanimous re,solution was aban¬ 
doned. Count d’Aelui, however, though thus compelled to quit the protectic>n 
of the sliore, had. no intention to engage if he could possibly avoid it; and 
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therefore, taking advfiiitage of tlie wind, bleen-d directly for Fort St David, ad i:*'. 
while Admiral Pocockc had the movtificatiou of only seeing him de]iart without 
being alile to pursue. One of his ship-s, the Guuibeiinud, sailed so badly that 
she operated as a continual drag upon the others; and the whole stpiadroii, 
losing instead of gaining grouml, was obliged to give way and return northward 
to Alumparva. When the garrison, after being buoyed wdth the hope of relief, 
saw Count dAchd's squadron outer the ]‘oad, they at once nhaiidoued all idea of 
further resistance, and on the 2d of June hung- out a flag of ti-uce. The capitu¬ 
lation, in such terms as the victcjrs chose to dictate, was soon arraiio-ed, and the 
French took possession of the place. The lirst use the}’- made of their eoiupiest 
was to raze the fortifications to the ground. Tlieir strength wa.s far p-reater 
tlian they had imagined, and they had good reason to congi-atulato themselves 
(jn their good fortune in having met -with defenders so unskilful and pusillani* 
nious, that all their lavish firing killed only twenty men. The fall of Fort St. 

David was immediately followed by that of Devicotta, which was abandoned 
by its garrison the moment the enemy Avere seen approaching it. 

Daily, elated above measure with tliese successes, set ofi' for Pondicherry to 

^ ofLilljnt 

celebrate a I'e Benm, and fix upon tlie scene of his next conquest. On this sub- 
ject there should have Ijeen no room for doubt. lie had spared no means to 
increase his force, having for that purpose bared all the forts of tlieir garrisons, 
recalled the detachment which had so long kept Triehinopoly in a state of siege 
by occupying the island of Seringhain, and hi spite of remonstrance -voluntarily 
relinrpiishecl all the advantages which Bussy had gained, liy' peremptorily with¬ 
drawing him and all his troops from the Dcccan, at the very time when French 
ascendency there, after being well nigh overthrown, had again l-iaeu triumph¬ 
antly established. Nothing ooukl justify Dally in the adoption of such mea-sm-es 
but the determination to strike one great mid decisive blow at Bi-iti.sh interests 
in the Carnatic, and hence the universal belief wa,s that his next attempt would 
be to capture Madras, That presidency was, of course, in great alarm, and 
busily engaged in prepai'ing against a siege deemed all but certain, when the 
cheering intelligence arrh’-ed that Dally and his army had set out in an opposite 
direction. 

After celebrating Ids triumph in Pondicherry, Dally turned his attention to 
the slate of the finances, and Icai’iied tliat the Lreasmy Avas almost empty. The ties, ami 
fact not only disappointed him, but aronsed Ids indignation, for he strongly sus- 
pected that the greater part of the officials Avere engaged in .systematic embezzle- **‘'*"‘’ 
ment, cni-icldng themselves by plundering their employers. To a man of his 
Avarm temperament suspicion was equivalent to proof; and he Avas unsp<ariug 
in his sarcasms against the governor and council. An open quarrel ensued, and 
much time aa'us wasted in unprofitable bickering. MeanAVbile the Avant of money 
only became more pressing. The troops Avere damom-ing for their arrears of 
pay. Hoav Avefe tliey to be discharged, and hoAV could any enterpri,se of import- 
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aiioe lie umlertfikeu with an exliaasted ti-cii.sLn'_y^ iu this perplexity an expe¬ 
dient which it was thought might meet the necessities oi the case was suggested. 
In IT-ll the King of Tanjore, when attacked hy C'hunda Sahih, iiad purclursed 
jireseiit relief liy gTanthig him a bond for 5,600,000 rupee.s. This bond was in 
posse.ssion of the government of Pondicherry. Wiiy not attempt to make it 
aviiihdilei The same kind of pressure which had extorted it l‘rom the king, 
might he successfully em])loyed to extort payment. The circiun,stances wei'e 
peculiarly favourable. Not only were the Pjiiti.sh, to whom alone the king 
could look for a.ssistuiice, unable to furnisli it, Init in tlie fort ol’ Ht, IJavid a 
pri.sonei' had been found whose presence with the army might he jnade to work 
effecLually u[iuu hi.s feaiss. Thi.s prisonei- was Gatitxi, the uncle of a, claimant to 
the Tanjore tlirone, who.se preteirsions tlie Madias ja-esidency, teui])tcd hy tlio 
offer of Devicotta, and other advantages, rashly luuiertook to snjijiort in 17-1'!). 
Tlie proceedings, winch were disgraceful to the jirusidency, have already been 
detailed; and it is therefore sufficient here to mention, a.s the re,suit, that on 
timling it impossible to succeed hy force, they siiddimly changod sides, and made 
a .sordid hargnin, hy which, in return for the cession of Devicotta hy the 
reigning .sovereign, they not only ceased to he the protectors, hut engaged to 
become the jailers of the elaimant, A timely warning of what was intended 
enabled him to escape; hut hi.s luicle, who managed for him, and wii.s the more 
foruiiilalile rival of the two, was imprisoned in his .steail. This was the hajilesa 
individual who wa.s now to be a tool in the hands of the Drench to extort 
money, in the same niaiuier as hi.s nephew had been used hy the British to 
extort the cession of a fort 

A roving expedition to Tanjore wa.s thus, iiudc'T the iiilineucc of pecniiiary 
emharrassineiit, preferred to the siege of Madras; and Daily, leaving 600 men of his 
own regiment, with 200 sejioys, to foian a, camp of oh,serva.tiou between Alum- 
parva and Pondicherry, commeiiced his march southward with the remainder of 
the army. J he improvidence mauife-'-ted on his former expedition was repeated, 
as if the lesson of a dear-honght experience had been lo.st ipiou him; and the 
troop,s, not only unprovided with tlie means of traiisjiort, but destitute even 
of necessaiy food, were .subjected to every specie,s of privation, in pas.sirig 
through a country of singular difficulty. Before reaching' Carrical, to which, as 
the place (if rendezvous, the heavy artillery and cumbrous store.s had been sent 
h}'' sea, they had crossed no fewer than sixteen rivers, several of them accessible 
only after wading through extensive flats of mud and sand. They wore thus 
employed during .seven days, and iu the whole .seven had not once receivcid 
a regular meal. Ihe King of Tanjore, now that the enemy had arrived in 
his coiintiy, had little coufidenee iu the army Aviilcli he had collected, not only 
among his own .subjects, lint by means of reinforcements di'awii from various 
other quarters, Ihe British, who should have been lus principal resource, 
ratlier tantalized than assisted him, by sending him a d(dachment of 500 
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.SC!]) 0 J\S, with ten European artilleiyinen, and 300 Collcries, or native peons, a.d. nss. 
drawn from the neighbouring pol 3 ^gars. Eut if the King of Taiijore rvas 
unable, to cope with his eneni)'- in tire open field, he was at lea.st his equal in 
dijilomacy, and opened a negotiation, wliicb, whatiiver might be its issu(>, would 
at least have the effect of procuring a re.spitc. Lall^r was within six miles of 
the cit}^ of Tanjure, wdien he I'eceived a message from the king, proposing that 
a conference should lie held with a view to arrange the terms of accoiniuo' nciusive 
dation Nothing was more anxiously de.sired hy the French commander, who 
jirohably had liegun to feel that tlie cntcrpri.se in which he rvas engaged wts 
of very doulitfid policy, inasmuch as it wa,s oid\'' delaying the execution of 
other enterprises of far more importance. In order, tlierr-fore, that not a 
moment might be lost, he halted his army, and sent forward two deputies, a 
captain and a J esuit, with full powers to treat. Their first demand was pay¬ 
ment of the principal and interest of the bond gi'anted to Ciiunda Saliil). The 
king made an offer so paltry that it might at once liave been rejected. The 
deputies, however, deemed it necessary to rciiort it to Tally, who s'eut them 
back with a demand strangely modified. Instead of the whole sum due under 
the bond, he would acce],)t 1,000,000 rupees in nioire}’’, COO draught bullocks, 
and 10,000 lbs, weiglit of gunpowder As the latter part of the demand would 
have acquainted the king with the fact that in the hurry of the expedition, this 
e.ssential c'lement of -warfare had been very inadoqnatelj'- provided, the deputie.s, 
more prudent tlian tliciir princiiial, had the good sense to siqipres.s it. The king 
I'efused tlie hnllocks, on the plausible pi'etext that his religion did not allow him 
to suppljr them; hut seemed willing to increase the aiuoimt of Lis money offer 
Lall^r, when made aware that the gunpowder had not lieeu mentioned, dis¬ 
approved of the prudential considerations which had inllnencod the depntie.s, and 
sent them back, not oirly to mention it, but to insist upon it as an indi.speusiLble 
part of the aiTangement. The result rvas as had been anticipated. MoAaejee, 
who was still the king's general, scouted the proposal as an insult, and the nego¬ 
tiation terminated abruptly. 

Lalljq now anxious to recover the time he had loist, immediately moved his 
camp, and took po,ssession without opposition of tlie pettah or suburbs, on the 
east side of the city wall. As j^et, however, he was tolalty miprepared for 
attempting a siege. Only a few pieces of ordnance had accompanied the army, 
and tho,se shipped for Carrical had not arrived. At last, when some heavy 
cannon were brought forward, the king became once more alarmed, and to prove 
Ids sincere desire for peace, made a payment of SO,000 rupees to account, on 
receiving the Jesuit and a lieutenant-colonel as hostages for repayment of tins 
advance in the event of hostilities being renewed. On this footing negotiations 
•were renewed, and seemed approacliing to a successfid result, when Lally, 
thinlring ho had. obtained proof of the king’s insincerity, sent Dubois, the com¬ 
missary of his army, to reproach him -with his insincerity. At the same time 
Vox, I. ' 
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he summoiipd a council of -wai-, aud having ohtaincd li'om it a confirmation of 
liis own ( niiiiion, that no reliance could he placed on in-ofessions of peace, and that 
the siege ought forthwitli to he cuiiuuenccd, and pro.secuted svitli the utmo.st 
vigour, svrote a letter denouncing vengeance <jn Loth town and country, and 
eviui threatening to cany oil' the hiiig and his whole family as slave,s to the 
Mauritius Tills tlireat fixed the wavering resolution of tlio hing, wlio au- 
nonnced his deterniination to defend luinscdf to the last extiemity, Captain 
Calliaiiil, who, tlioiigh repeatedly apjdied to for assistance, had he.sitated ,so long 
as negotiation,s willi the French nero pending, now sent from d’richinopoly a 
relniorcemc'nt consisting of 500 of his best sepoys, with two excellent sergeants, 
and .seventeen cannoneers 

After deteiiiiiuing on the siege, Lally pushed on the necc&.sary operations with 
great activity'; and two hreacliing batteries, one of three and the other of two 
guns, were opened, on the 2<1 of August, wdthiu 100 yiirds of the soiitli wall. The 
effect fell far short of wliat had been expected Five day,s’ firing produced a 
biHvich of only six feet wide, and yet cxbausted so much of the inpierfect supply 
of aimunuition, that only 150 charges fur the camion were left The supply of the 
troops was still more deficient, amounting to no mure tluui twenty cartridges a 
man 'Nm-wuis this all The Taiijoiincs, thongii veiy ineffecLive as regular 
troops, were excellent skirmishens, and had so much inci’cased the difficulty of 
obtiiiiiing jii'ovision.s, that not more than two days' con.suniption reinaiued. 
Humours, Loo, of a. naval engagement, in which Count d'Aelid had boon worsted, 
liegan to jircvail. and the whole prospect looked so gloomy that Lally .smumouud 
a council of war, and submitted to them, a.s the only alternative, to assault forth¬ 
with or rai^e the .siege Of the twelve officer,s forming the council only two 
adi'ocated the bolder course; the vest, with Lally at tlieir head, decided against 
it. Tlii.s decision could not long remain a .secret. Mouaejoe, on being made 
ac(pin lilted with it, immediately collected all hi.s forces, and well nigh succeeded 
in .suiprising the French <‘am]). He was j'epnlscd wdth difficulty, and continued, 
after the retreat commenced, to follow with clouds of cavalry. Tlie damage 
inflicted was not .serious; and Lally, tliougli burning with shame at his discom¬ 
fiture, and at the lo.ss of all hi.s battering cannon and lieavy baggage, had reason 
to congratulate himself and his army oa an almost miraculous e.seape when they 
at lengtli succeeded in reaching Carrical. Their anxiety, however, was not at 
an end, tor the first sight which met them was the English stpiadron riding at 
aiielior in the mouth of the river. 

Admiral Pococke. after endeavouring in vain to reach Fort St. David in time 
to prevent ifcs premature .surrender, retraced his steps, and anchored in the Hoad 
of Slndras Here eigdit week.s were spent in making repairs and in obtaining 
netc.ssary Biipplie.Sj and the 2otli of July arrived before the siiuadroii was again 
ready to put to sea. Having sailed on that day it came in sight of Pondicherry 
0 X 1 the 2 (Ui, and beheld Count d'Achd'a scpiadrou at anchon Before night 
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1)otli bCjiiadi'niis ‘vvcre out at sea, and seemed crj^nally dcteimined to make ad ns® 
another tiial of their streiig'th and proMmss Tin' 'weatlior, llo\^'cver, proved so 
unfavourahle that they wore tossed ahoiit, oeeabionallv losino sic lit of each 
other, and were not aide to meet, front to front, and form their lines, till the 
2d of August The battle was fought not far from Carrical, and ended in the 
diseomfitiire of the Frcucli, who drew off after .several of their .sliips li.id su.s- 
tained serious damage. 'Their usual tacti&s saved them fr<nn pursuit While 
the British aimed chiefly at the hulls of the ve&,sels, they aimed chiefly at the 
masts and rigging, and thus crippled their opponents .so eflectually that tliough 
Admiral Pocoeke threw ont the .signal for a general chase it proved utterly 
frnitle.ss In less than ten minutes Count d’Achd and liis ship.s were nearly 
out of eannon-.shot 'This distance was rapidly increased, and within four hours 
after the action cease<l the Idudmost French was five iiiile.s in advance of the 
foremost British .ship As it was hopele.ss to continue such a eha.se Admiral 
Poeoeke returned, aud was ancfioi-ed. as has been stated, in the mouth of the 
river, about three mlleH olf Carrical, wlicu Lally arrived fiom his ill-fated 
attempt oil Tarijore. 

Count d’AcIi^, now .satisfied of the inahility of his squadron to enconnler 
that of the Briti.sh, again anchored in the Road of Pondicherry, a.s clo.se to the ihoi'i.ncii 
.sliore as the depth of water would allow. He was haunted witli the idea that 
Admiral Pococke was remaining to windward sole]_\' with the view of seizing the 
first available opportunity to attack him. Having fhis cmiviction, he felt 
in.securG even under tlie protection of the batteries of Pondicherry, and to the 
(hismay of it.s inhabitants announced Ids determination to ipiit the coast, and 
make the be.st of his way to fclie Mauritius. Lally, startled by tln.s intelligence, 
hastened to Pondiclioriy, and backed by the authority of a mixed council which 
he had summoned to discuss the matter, endeavoured, partly by pensuasinn and 
partly by menace, to induce Count d’Aclid either to encounter the English 
squadron once more,, or at least to defer lii.s depaiiure so long as it continued 
on the coast. Pie did not .succeed. 'The French admiral, sujiported by all his 
captain.s, declared it im])os,sible either to fight or remain, and after consenting, 
with much r-eluctanco, to leave .lOO of his sailors and marines to seiwe on shore, 
set sail with ail hi.s ships and turned his hack on India. 

Lally, while .smarting under his recent failure at Tarrioi'e, was not disposed 
to allow the whole, or even the larger portion of the blame to rest on hi.s own tho siege 
ahouldons, and found little difficulty in satisfying himself that if all had done 
their duty as well as lie did his, the result would have been very difl'erent. In 
thus attempting his own vindication, he made ra&li and iiitemporate chai-ges 
both against hi.s own officers and the leading members of the govennnent. He 
thus stirred up a new host of enemies who fought him witli liis own weapon. 

Charges of misconduct Avere freely bandied to and fro; and Lally had the mor¬ 
tification to know that throughout the settlement, and in its highest official 
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circles, lie was (IciionnceJ as iuconipcfccnt, and, wliat Lc must liavc felt to lie still 
more insulting, .stiguiaLizerl as a coward Tlic ti llu 'way to aiis'\7er his accusors 
was to Avipe oif tlie disgrace of Tanjore some brilliaut acliiovemimt, and his 
thoughts turiieil at once to Madras, the capture of wdiioh would at once lucover 
all the fame which he had lost, and he the most important service which he 
could render to his country. He svas perfectly aware, however, thal the eritor-- 
pi'ise was hy no rnearrs hopeful. Drtriug the trine which he had lost in Tanjore 
the British presidency had been busily em])loyed in improving their means of 
ilefencc ; and the departure of Count dTlche leaving Admiral Pococko irr comjilotc 
po.ssession of the sea, nut only made it easy lor him to pour in ail necessary 
sup])iics, l)ut would expose tire be.sieger,s to Lire danger of attacks and surprises, 
by the sudden l.uidrug of troops at tlieir most vulnorablo jioinis. Tlion, as 
hefore, the treasury was cxliansted, and it w.is again necessary, at the expense 
of considerahle delay, to engage in subordinate operations merely for the pin- 
pose of eudeavouiiiig to repleiiisli it So discouraging were all tliese consi¬ 
deration.') Unit Laliy speaks in his own uUemoire as if lie never contomplatud the 
possibility of a successful siege, and expected to do nothing more tlian hombard 
the place, pillagtAlie Black Town, and devastate the .surrounding country. 

Before setting out for Mai Iras Lally had judged it exjK'dient, for reasons 
already inentioiied, to engage in several luilibuy operations of minor impoiiance. 
Srurliiriet, an officer wliom lie had despatclicd witli ii detachment to the wc,sfc, 
captured '■i'rinoinalee ort the lOtli of yeptember, and Carangoly a few days after. 
Tire Chevalier de Ci-illoii, with aimtiier detaclmieiii, iiad i-coovei’cd Tiivatore. 
bally liiinself, in the nreautime, iirade a tour of inspection, visiting Aiuinparva, 
(liugee, arid Ghittapet, on the way to Wandivvasli, winch lie liad appohiLed as 
the place of rendezvous for all the separate detachuieuts. Hero lie was joined 
liy Bussy, wdio, in obedience to tlie peremptory ordeivs wliiuli lie liad received, 
hut with a full conviction of tlie peruiciou.s consequences, had quitted tlie Beeoau. 
He bad brougirt his troops witli him as far as Nellore, aud tlien liasteucd for¬ 
ward with a few attendants, in the hopes that from Iri.s reprosontations ire 
iiiiglit he permitted to return before the evils which ho foresaw were actually 
realized Lally, liowever, received his statements witli indifferuiice and incre¬ 
dulity, and attaciied Bu&sy permanently to iris own army. It will .slioitly la 
seen tliat the French thns lost rdl tire ascendency whicli they had established at 
the court of the Dcccan, aud expo.sed themsehm.s to an attack which ultimately 
deprived them of the largo and valuable territory which had been perinaucntly 
ceded to them in the Northern Circara. While at Wandiwash, Lally sent Count 
dlistaing with a detaclnuent against Arcot. It proved unuecessaiy; for Rajah 
bahib, the late Ghuiida Sahib s eldest son, wlioiu the French had reeeirtly 
in'vested with the title of nabob, had already succeeded hy bribery in corruptirig 
tire goAmmor* ol his so-called capital. Lally, whom even the semblance of Success 
now elated, considered tliesiuTender of Arcot so important an overrt that he set 
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out to receive it in per-^ou. After inakiiig his entry in a triumplinl form, under n. ir.'i'i. 
the discharge of all the cannon, ho (nideavoureil to magnily tlie event hy can.sing 
it to be proclaimed, with much o.stentntion, in Pondicliorry and all tin; oilier 
French garribOus While thus gratifying his vanity he ovciloolced a captm-e iiuiK.ri.moj 

T . 1 1 T 1 T rt ' * ^ of Chm^'Je 

wJiK'li would liave been of mueli more consequence. The fort of C'lii]ig]e]jiit, rut 
.situated thirtj^-six miles sonth-Avest of Madras, wa.s justly regarded as the key 
of tlie countiy on which that city dejiended for supjdies of pruvi.sion.s and other 
nece,ssarie.s. The possession of it would therefore have contributed greatly to 
the .success of the meditated .siege. Strange to say, Loth ITencli and Briti.sh 
had neglected it, the latter fnrni.shing it only with a han<lfni of troops, which 
might easily Inn'c heen ovorpoAvere<l; while the former, who iiiight have carried 
it by e.scalade, by open day, made no attempt to .secure it. At length, wlien 
Lally iXAvoke to a sense of it.s importance, he fomid that the presidency had 
anticipated him, and added gi'eatly to the strength of the garrisoir. The caj)- 
tare, Ijowever, .still .seeming prrssible, he resolved to inarch against it with lii.s 
whole force, and made application to the government of Poudieijerry to furnish 
him with the funds nece.s.siu'y to j.)ub it in motion. The old aii.swer was returned. 

'fhe treasiuy wa.s empty, and tdl the money wliich could he inunediatBly .sent 
umonuted ojily to 10,000 rupoe.s (£1000). The roving expeditions in the Car¬ 
natic had not piud their oxaui expenses, the poAver of horroAving Avas exhausted, 
and Lally ,saAA' no alternative but to abandon hi.s design, place his troops In cau- 
tomnent.s, and return to Pondicherry, Avhere, as usual, he vented iii.s indigmition 
in sarcasms again.st its ofticiaLs. 


The siege of Madras being noAV regarded a.s a certainty, tlie pve.sideiicy con- ri.niimtpn., 
Linued to increase their means of defence. They recalled Captain Gallia ud Avith 
all the Em-ojAoaus in garrison at Trichiiiopoly; and Avhen Admiral Pocoeke, who 
Ava.s anchored in the road, found it uecc.ssary on tire approach of the northern 
mon.soon to sail for Bombay, obtained from him 100 men, hmning the marines of 
the .squadron. They had previou.sly received a reinforcement hy tlie Company’s 
ship Pitt, of fifty guns, which had left England Avitli six others under coiivoj^ of 
two ships of the line, intended to join the adiniral's squadron On board these 
ship.s was a regiment of the king’s troops, hut of these the Pitt brought oidy 100 
men, Avitli their commanders, Coionel Draper and Major Brereton. Admiral 
Pococke had sailed on tlie 11th October with the full sanction of the presidency, 
who felt confident that no movement of impoiiaiice Avould bo made by the enemy 
till the rains .should cea,se, and that they Avould at all events be able to make 
good the defence till the expected reinforcement of troop.s should arrive, or the 
change of moasoon should enable the sq[uadi'oii to retm-u. Only a Aveek after 
ite departure, an unexpected arrival of treasure from the Mauritius, and of 
100,000 rupees brought by M. Moracin, who had been left in chai'ga of Bn.ssy’.s 
detachment, inspired LaUy Avith new hopes. Accordingly, as the arrival of the 
rainy season Avail unusually delaj'-ed, he put his troops in motion, Ghingleput 
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of these troops, under Colonel Draper, advanced to Vandaloor, alsout half-way 
between Madras and Clungleput the other half, under command of Colonel 
Lawrence halted at St Thomd in a position which both covered Madias and 
kept open a connnunicatioii with Draper These movements dufcsited the 
enemy’s design on the convoy of provisions, and the sal'ety of C'liingleput was 
effectiiall}" scoured Daily’s disappointment was great The danger of leaving 
.such a place in his rear was sufficiently" obvious, but be deteimined to run 
the risk, as he had only a choice of difficnltie.s, and might, in attempting to 
take C'liingleput lose the only opportunity which he might have to lay siege to 
Madras 

naira]) On the 7tli of Decemher, Lallv, now advancing with his wliole ai'iny, halted 

bifuie . . 

Maih.i-i at Vandaloor All the British troops which had taken the field were still sta- 
tioned at >St Tliomd, undei’ Colonel Lawence Tlii.s able and cautions officer 
had no intention to risk a general action; and therefore, on penetrating the 
object of a feint which Daily employed witli some dexterity, in tlie hope of 
jilacing himself between the city and the camp, he struck his tents and moved 
with Ills whole force to the Choultry Plain, lying about a mile and a half south¬ 
west of Fort St, George Dally halted at St Thomd till the morning of the 
12th, when he again moved and continued his approach A smart caminiiade 
was meanwhile kept up by both sides, but as Colonel Lawrence bad no oblier 
object in removing without the walls than to gain time, be retired as the enemy 
approached, and inarched with liis main body into Lbe fort, leaving only some 
detachments of Europeans and .sepoys to guard the passes of tl;ie Black Town. 
As soon as the fort was thus occupied, the council of the pre.sidency assembled 
and committed the defence of the siege to the governor, Mr. Pigott, with a recoin- 
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inendation to t.ike tlie advice of Colonel Lawience on all occasions Aftei all ad iros. 
the outposts weie called in, the whole force available for the defence of Madias 
innountcd to ITSS Europeans and 2220 sejioys Eesides these, ,"00 hoi'ce, on 
whom little dependence could be placed, accompanied the nabob, who took lefuge 
in the loit when the encainpnient <it St Thome was abandoned The besiegeis 
nuniheied 2700 Europeans and 1000 native tioojis Of the foinier, 300 weie 
cav.ilry excellently mounted and discipbned, and, accoiding to Orme, “ the 
greatest number which bad bitheito appealed together in India 

The details of the siege possess little inteiest The Black Town not admit- Tiitsic^o 
ting of cftoctual defence, the Fieiieli gained e,isy possession of it, and immedi¬ 
ately heg.in to pillage Among other things they cUscoveicd a large quantity of 
aiiack, in which the common soldieis indulged so freely, that, accoiding to the 
1 epoit of some spies, most of them were unfit for duty. This lepoit suggested to 
Colonel Diaper the probable success of a sally He was aiithoiized to attempt 
it, and about midnight marched out of the western iwveliii at the head of 500 
picked men So careless were the enemy that they reached a main stieet of the 
Black Town without being discovered, and would probalily have g,aiued a tlecidoil 
advantage had not the drummers of the detachment, who weie mostly black 
boys, .suddenly, of their own accord, beat the gieiiadieis’ maich, and been followed 
by a general huzza from the whole line Thus put upon their guard, the enemy 
.succeeded, after a short sti'ugglc, in rejiaii lug the effects of the surjirise, ,au(l v'ery 
nearly cut off the letre.at of the attacking piirty Several bJimdei’.s, pcrliaps 
unavoidable in the darkness, were committed on both sides, but tlie result on 



UfAi K Towv, Madraa —Iioiii DHuollb OueiiUl 

tlie whole was to give the besiegers an unfavomablo impres,sion of the courage lunhui 
and discipline of the ganison—-an impression, indeed, so imfavourable, that one 
of the most experienced of the French officers proposed a general assault, and 
volunteered to lead the principal attack himself. The proposal, in which there 
was probably more bravado tlnaii senou.snes3, was not entertained, and the erec¬ 
tion of batteries was immediately commenced. A few days’ experience within 
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tlie fort b^itisticd the nabob, and he was at his owii reej^uest, and grcatl}'' to tlie 
relief of the yariison, shipjied with his family on Imard a Dutch vessel Avhich was 
lying in the roads, and engaged to land him at Negapatam, whence he might 
easily pirocced to H’richinopol}'. 

The operations of the besiegers were much rctai’detl by obstacles, })artly the 
result of their own improvidence. Dor some time after they had invested the 
I'ort, the greater part of tlieir artillciy, which had been shipped at Ahnnparva, 
was at sea detained hy contrary winds, and they 'weni miahle to open their lire 
befoi'e the 2d of January. 1759 Meanwhile they were kept constantly on the 
alert hotli by sallies from the garrison and hy delaehed parties, headed chielly 
hy Mahmoad Issoof, an excellent sepoy eonuuandcr of Olive'.s traiiung, Avho 
intercepted several of their convoys, and devastated the country from wliich 
they derived their jn-ineipal supplies. When the (ire did open it was very inetlec- 
live It jn-oeeeded oidy fimu two batteries, and was more than answererl hy the 
fort, the wnrk.s of whicli remained uninjured, though the shells did considerable 
damage to the most conspicuous public luiildings Bo little weiv the besiegers 
satisfied with their first fire that tho}’' desi.sted, and allowed several days to elapse 
before they ventured to resume it. By this time the immher of their guns had 
been increased, and the effect produced was pruportionahly greater. Not a few oi' 
the guns of the fort were disabled, ami the trenches whicli had been eommeuced 
at a brca.stwork thrown up close to the sea, 580 yards from the covered way, had 
been gradually advanced by zigzags to the distance of fifty yards. On tho 23d 
of Januaiy, the fire of the he.siegers began to slacken. Tho cause proved to he 
a want of ammunition, and they were waiting for a supply by a brigantine which 
had sailed from Pondicherry on the l-lth, when intelligence was received whicli 
comjiletely changed the pro.spects of besiegers and besieged. Admiral Pococ,ke 
had arrived at Bombay on the lOtli of December, where he had been joined by 
the two ships of the line from England; and on the Slat, six of the Company’s 
ships, ha,ving on hoard COO men belonging to Colonel Draper’s regiment, bad 
sailed under convoy of two frigates, and were on their way to Madras. 

Daily was now aware that the assault, if it was to ho made at all, could not 
he much longer delayed. Indeed, a general rumour prevailed that it was to take 
place on the very night wdren the intelligence was received, and in this belief the 
whole garrison remained at their posts under arms till morning, ’fhe rnmmir 
was groundless; and another fortnight was to elapse before a breach which liad 
any appearance of being practicable could be effected. Meanwhile the siege 
continued, though the hopes of the besiegers were becoming fainter and fainter 
On the 30th, a ve,ssel was descried to the southward. She proved to be the 
Company’s ship Shafteshwry, and was one of those expected from Bombay. As 
the worst sailer among them, she had been made the hospital ship, and left 
behind on the 7th of the month off the south of Ceylon. Shortly aftOh both 
windand enwent began to favour her, and she was the first to reach the destined 
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port fSliC added nnthuig to the sLrengtli of the garrison, for tlie only soldiers on 
board were thirLy-six men, all sick; but she brought Avliat was become even mure 
necessary than men—thirty-seven che.sLs of silver, and a large quantity of mili¬ 
tary stores. On the 7th of February a breach was madcf, which Lally, wlio was 
naturally sanguine and had become very impatient, thouglit practicable, His 
engineers and artillery officers on being consulted, were not only of a different 
opinion, but volunteered, thungh unasked, to add, that the continuance of the 
siege se(nned to them only a sacrifice of the lives of men without any proha- 
bility of success ball}'', though he combated this desponding view with much 
vivacity, could hanlly avoid perceiving tliat there was only too great a proba¬ 
bility of its eventually pro-\dng correct During the fii-st weeks of the siege, tlie 
aoldiei-s liad received only lialf-pay; latterly, their pay had been .stopped alto¬ 
gether ; and while the native troo])s were gradually thiiuiing away Ly desertion, 
the Eui' 0 ])eans were threatening to become mutinous 'Die gunpowder was 
nearly, and the bomb-shells Avholly expended, and it was only with the utmo.st 
difficulty that a precarit.ai.s and very inadequate supply of provision,s could be 
procured. Amid all these discouraging circumstances, the gandson, already strong 
enough to make a successful defence, was in daily expectation of a powerful 
roinforcomout Nothing more was necessaiy than its arrival to compel an instant 
abandonment of the siege The sliip.s, long detained by contrary winds and cur¬ 
rents, which had obliged them to make their voyage by proceeding along the 
east coast of the Bay of Bengal, at length, on the IGth of February, made their 
appearance in the north-east, steering directly for the road. “No words," says 
Lally, “are adequate to describe the effect-whicli they producedHis re.solu- 
tioia was at once taken, but as a cloak to it, he kept up his fire witli more vivacit}' 
than befiu'e. The rumoiu' again spread that the as.sault was about to he made, 
and the garrison were once more kept a whole night under arms This appa¬ 
rent activity and resolution was only a feint; and when morning dawired the 
besiegers were seen in full march towards the Choultry Plain. So Imrried was 
tliojr departure, that Lally was unable to execute the resolution which he had 
formed from the fir.st to reduce the Black Town to ashe.s, in the event of being 
eompolled to raise the siege, and besides leaving cannon amounting in all to 
fifty-two piecc.s, he did not oven attempt to transport his sick and wounded. It 
was not an oversight; for in the bospital where forty-two Europeans were lying, 
a letter was found, in which he recommended them to the governor’s care. It 
is needloiis to say that no such recommendation was requii’ed in order to secure 
the performance of a simple act of humanity. The whole loss of men by the gar- 
i-ison during the siege, including those who deserted or were taken prisoners, 
amounted to 579 Europeans and 762 sepoys; the loss of the besiegers k not 
accurately known, but it has been, infeixed from an intercepted letter of Lally, 
that it must have amounted in Europeans alone to at least 700. Considering 
the length of the siege—exactly two months from the day of breaking ground— 
Vol.T. W 
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AB 175 “ the casualties wpi'e feivei' than might have hocu exj^cctecl; but both besiegers 
anti besiegetl, while displaying ahunrhince of skill and courage, wore caulioua not 
to expose themselves unueecssavily, and avoided serious loss by fighting lor the 
most part nuder cover. Lally was permitted to continue his reti'cat with little 
interruption, and retired upon Areot There we must fur the p)rcscnt leave him, 
and turn to another C[iiarter whicli had hecoino the scene of hnpoitaut events 
pni9(.r Shortly after Bussy^ had, hy withdrawdng witli his troops I'roni the Ifccean, 

tha rnlcim relimpushed the fruit of all hi.s distinguished achievements, the intrignes which 
had long heeii carried on at the court of Salabut Jung, and had repeatedly 
Ihreateued to overthrow the French ascendency, broke out afresh, and even 
proceeded to open violence The .souhahdar, who was a man of a fecl)lo and 
indolent ciiaraeter. became a mere pageant in the iiauds of his hrother Nizam 
All and Basalut Jung, who, though pur.suiiig se[)aiatc and opposite seliemcs of 
amhition, deemeil it politic for a time to coinhiuo their interests. When Enssy 
announced his detorminatiou to dc]iavt, Salalmt Jung could scarcely believe bim 
serious; and when he went to take hi.s leave, the timorous old souhahdar, throwing 
aside all restraint, I'xpressed liiinself in terms bordering on despair He called 
Bussy the guardinii angel of his life and fortune, and distinctly iutiiuated that 
the day lie lost him he would consider his own uuhajipy fate ns scaled. Lie had 
good cause for liLs forehodings, for Nizam All, at first contented to use him as 
Ills tool, ivas bent on seizing hi.s throne. In the course of nature he would have 
reached it without a crime, as he had been recognized as his hcii’ to the souhaln 
ship, hut he was too impatient to wait, and secured the object of hi.s ambition 
1iy first imprisoning and then imu'dcring his brother. Tliese, however, avci’c 
only the ultimate results of Bossy’s recall; tlie more immediate results wm’e 
manifested in the Northern Circars, where the French had for some time ruled 
as absolute masters. The importance of their po,sseasions in thi.s (pmrter was 
too well liiiown to be overlooked even by Lally, with all his rashne.ss; and 
therefore, in the letter by which Bussy was recalled, ho enjoined him to leave, 
under an officer of the name of Confians, as many troops as might he deemed 
necessary to insure their safety. Under ordinary circumstances the number left 
would have sufficed, but a danger not apiprchendcd was at hand, and Gonllans, 
whose military talents were of the lowest possible order, was totally unfit to 
contend against it. 

state of Bussy, ill answer to an earnest application fi'om Snrajah Uowlah, had 
Northern detei'iiutied to lead a lorce into Bengal hy way of Orissa, and wibh that view 
cirais. north to the sea-port town of Ganjam, where he was deterred 

from proceeding faidher hy intelligence of the capture of Chandernagore. In 
retracing his steps lie was bent on retaliating the injury which French commerce 
had. thus sustained, and led his troops against Vizagapatam, and the other 
factories which the English Company possessed within the limits of the Gh-cars. 

, Tdiey were devoid of any means of effectual resistance, and were all captured 
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towdids the end ol 1757 The loss to tlie Company was seiious, for in addition ao itss. 
to the goods and other property pillaged, from them, they were forcibly exclnded 
from a profitable branch of trade, those of the factories sitrrated orr arms of the 
Godavery having 
heerr accustoinefl 
aunnaily to jjrovido 
700 bales of excel¬ 
lent cloths atacheap 
rate for the home 
market Tlie re¬ 
covery of the fiicto- 
ric.s wrested from 
them was of course 
earirestly desired by 
the Comparry, and a 
rajah of the name of 
Amnrderarrz, whose 
territory lay in the 

proviiroes of Rajahmuirdry and Cicacole, doubtless aware of tliis desire, olTeied Anumkrin/ 

bei7ca uiiun 

them his assistance Deeply offended at some arrangements which Bussy had 
made, he no sooner heard of his recall than he took up arnrs, and by a sudden 
dash made himself nraster of Vizagapatam His ambition now was to expel the 
French from all the provinces wliich had been ceded to tiiem The attempt was 
too foiinidable to be uirdertaken by himself single-handed, and be therefore 
made overtures to the presidency of Maebas, offering to reinstate them in 
Vizagapatam as the first pledge of bis sincere desire for their albance When, 
in corrsequeuce of the threatening aspect of affairs in the (Jamatic, his offers 
were declined, he made the same proposal to the presidency of Bengal It was 
voted debrsivo and chimerical by aU the members except Clive, to whom, 
independent of its other merits, it bad the special recorrrmendatiorr of promising 
to do good service to bis former employers at Madras ETe must have regr-etted 
his inability to retrrnr tire troops which had only" been temporarily" irrtrusted to 
irim for the expedition to Bengal, but some compensation might now be giveir 
by creating a diversion in their favom-. The French, seeing their ceded pro¬ 
vinces in danger, worrhl be obbged eitlier to srrbmit to the loss of them, or to 
succour them by weakening themselves in the Cai'natic. In either case a most 
important object woirld be gained. A delay of some months, however, was 
necessary The proposal of Anuntlerauz was made in July, 1758, and no action 
corrld be taken upon it till the change of the monsoon in September or October 
In the interval the rpueation was naturally" asked,—Why", if troops could be 
spared for an expedition to the Gbears, should they not he sent at once to 
Madras, when the certainty of an approaching siege would enable them to give 
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A. u it:* tlie (lireut aid so urgently required, instead of Lciiig employed merely to make 
a diversion? The question did not admit of a full, or at le.ist of an ingenuous 
answer; and there is ground to suspect that the preference given to tlie Cirears 
was dictated, not so much by a conviction of its being the best, as t)f its being 
the safest and most politic coiirse In tlie Cirears the troops would still he sub¬ 
ject to the authority of the Bengal prosiilency, and might ho recalled should any 
emergency render it neces.saiy, whereas, if they were sent to Madras, the 
authoritieB there might imitate the example which Clive himself had set, and 
easily find jiretexts for refirsing to allow them to leturn, 
n.uie-be’c On these and similar prudential coiisideration.s, an expedition to the Cirears 
theo.^Ub to act ill concert with Aiiimderanz having been determined, the command oi' it 
was given to Colonel Forde This oflicei’, originally attached to Adlercron's 
regiment in the king’.s service, had quitted it ou the invitation of tlie Bengal 
presidency to take the command of their army in tlie event of Clive’s departure. 
It will be seen that the wisdom of tlii.s choice was liilly justified by the event. 
The expedition, consisting of 500 European,s, 2000 sepoy.s, and 100 la.scars, 
with six hiass six-pounders as field-pieces, six twenty-four iioniiders for battery, 
a howitzer, and an eight-inch mortar, IcTt the river in the end of Septemher, 
but owing to tempestuous weather did not reach Vizagapatam till the 20th of 
Octoher, Anuriderauz, who was encamped with his troops at the fort of Co.ssim- 
eotah, about tv'enty miles to the westward, had already fulfilled Ills promise by 
delivering iqi Vizagapatam to a servant of tlie Companj^, who had been sent 
from Calcutta for that iiurpose, hut at the same time deeliued to furnish any 
money. Forde's military chest had been supiilied with rupees and gold 
inohurs to an aggregate amount of about £1-1,000. It was evident that thi.s 
sum would be spcccMly exhausted, and some time was sjient in adjusting the 
Ticatj witii tei’nis on which the rajah’s and Comiiany’s forces were to co-operate. At length 

.Ammaeraiia " . . 

a regular treaty was drawn np, stipnlatiiig that all plunder should be equally 
divided—that the countries conquered should belong to the rajidi, the sea-ports 
and towns at the mouths of rivers, with the revenues of the districts annexed 
to them, being, however, reserved to the Company—that no proposal for the 
alienation or restitution of the territory and towns acquired should he entertained 
without the eon.sent of both paiiie.s—-and that the rajah .should furnish 60,000 
rupees a month for the oxpeirses of the army. Before this treaty was concludetl, 
the united army moved so .slowly that nearly a month was spent in advancing 
thirty miles beyond Gossimeotah, At length, however, the march was com¬ 
menced in earnest, jxud on the 8d of December CVmflans, who had collected the 
French troops from all paiCs, was seen strongly posted aliont fm-ty iniles from 
Rajabmundry, on the higluoad leading to it from Vizagapatam. His force 
eoasiated of 500 Europeans, with more cannon than they could use at once, and 
a large number of native troops, including 500 horse and 6000 sepoys. I’orde’s 
original force gained, much in numbers but little in efi’ective strength from his 
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Jinictiou with the rajah, whose, whole army consisted of 500 jialtry horse and .u) ir,v. 
5000 foot, most of them armed with pikes and hows. In fact, tlie only things 
of value wliieh he furnished wore four ficlJ-pieceM, managed hy foity Euroi)eans 
wliom he laid collected 

Eorde, having advanced to within four miles of the French camp, endeii- rouitijefcai- 
voured to hriiig them to action by threatening to place Idmself in their rear, 
and tlms cut off their communication with Ilajahnnindr}- At last, a series of 
mainx'uvres, he sue<'ecded in convincing Contlans tliat lie was afraid of iiim, and 
Avas preiiaiing to retreat Notliing more was necessary to induce tliis iiicom- 
peterd. commander to forego ail tlie advantages of ids position. Suddenly 
forming his line, he advanced to the attack in much iiastc* and little order. 

The native troops on eitlier side were quickly routed, and tlie deci.sioii of the, 
day Avas left aimo.sb entirely to tlie Europeans. The coufiisccl mnmier in Aviiicli 
CouHans liad formed ids lino gaAm Forde a decided advantage. After a 
murderous (ire Avliich liroke tlie Frencli ranks, he dro\-e tlieni hnclc in disorclcr, 
and befoi'e tliey had time to rally ordei’cd a charge, wliicli re,suited in tlie capture 
of all their guns. After tlio ilight iiacl become general, a stand might still have 
been made at the camp, lAut those Avithin it only vaited till an assault Avas 
threatened, and then hastened off in the utmost confusion. Among tlie fugitives 
none Avas more conspicuous than Conlians, avIio rode with such speed that lie 
measured the distance of forty miles before iiiidniglit, and .sought I’cluge in 
Thijahnmndry. Here lie wms joinecl hy-the Avrecks of Ids army, hut hi.s fears still 
piu’KSued him, and Forde, on arriving next day, found tlie place evacuated. In 
the fort a large quantity of ammuiution and inilitaiy stores was found 

This victory was gained on the f)th of Eecemlier, and, had Anmiderauz been 

° ... pTogre^ 

less tardy in his rnoveiiienta, might have been immediately folloAVcd hy more 
lirilliant .successes. He did not make Ids appearance till the IGtli, and even 
then oidy employed himself in endeavouring to evade the jiajments toAvluch lie 
had hound himself by expre.ss stipulation. To meet his Avishes the treaty was 
modified to the effect that all the mone}' furnished by bhu .should he considered 
as a loan, and that all the countries Avhieli might he conquered beyond the 
Godavery, Avith the exception of those belonging to the French, should he 
equally divided between him and the British. In the altercation,s caused liy 
hi.s .shuffliug conduct, more time Avas wa.sted than might have sufficed to accom¬ 
plish all the objects of the expedition. The armj' could .not he again pub in 
motion till the 28th of January, 1759. Its destination Avas Masulipatam. The 
first town of importance on the road Avas Yalorc, or more properly Ellore, the 
capital of a piroAunce of the same name, one of the four ceded to the French, 

The British reached it on the 6th of Fehruary; Ammdcrauz, who had been levying 
contributions on the right a,nd left, did not make his appearance till the 18th. 
and after his ai’riyal wove so many pretexts for delay that a neAV start could not 
be made before the 1st of March. Colonel Forde had noAV more cause thmx ever 
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to regret tlie iiitermiiialjle delays to wbieli lie had been .subject, for iiitelligoiice 
arrived that a new enemy was about to entei the fudd. 

(Joulliins, after liis defeat, bad sent Ictteis to Salabut Jung eaincstly luging 
bim to nuucb with bis army' fiom Hyderabad to Masulipatiiin 'I’liere liy 
uintbig tin 11 forces, they' might botli destioj' the Biitish troops and jnmisli 
Anuudeiauz for bis levoit When the soubabdai leceivcd these lettei.s, hi' had 
begun to reap the bitter fiuits of llus.sy s dopaituio, and, indolent as he \v<is. 
would gladly have made any evcrtioii tliat might have the elFect ol iudneing 
him to rctuin Such an event -would have been most distasteful to Nizam Ah 
and tliG mtrigucis who were leagued with him At the .same time, thejr woie 

anxious to take ad\an 
tago ot any change wliieli 
might fueilitate their re- 
coveiy of the ceded jno- 
viuees, and lienti', altei 
waveiing as to the couisi' 
to be jaubued, boiame 
convinced that Salabut 
Jung might he allowed 
to march witli bis ium> 
to Masnli})atam. Easalut 
Jung, entiataining views 
wliicU made the frieiid- 
sbiji of the 'b’rcncb desir¬ 
able, brought a body ol 
troops fiom bis govern¬ 
ment of Adoni Aftei 
joining', near the Ki.^tiia, 
the united force raustei eil 
15,000 horse and 20,000 
foot. Forde bad thus the alarming prospect of eiicounteiing, instead of one, 
three armies. A soldier of less nerve would have pau.sed before committing' 
himself to a contest with such feai'ful odds Ilis courage and decision, oii tin* 
contrary, ro.se with the danger, and he determined to proceed. On the (itii of 
ilarcb, he came in sight of Masulipatam, and on the .same day received tlic' 
gratifying intelbgencc that Lally had been compelled to ralBO the siege of Madras 
Masulipatam consisted of a town and a fort. The town, a place of great 
extent, occupied a rising ground bet-w'eon two morasses, and was separated from 
the sea by a nan-o-w bedt of sandbUla The fort, situated KOutb-ea,s5 of the 
town, and commu-nicating with it across one of the morasseg by a, broad cause¬ 
way 2000 yards in length, formed an irregnlar paraUelogram 800 yard,s long 
fiom 1101 bh to south, and about COO yards broad On the west, north, and cast 
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it was inclosed by tlie morass, and on tlic sontli b 3 '^ a sound partly formed by a.d ir^o, 
tlie discluirgo of an arm of llie Kistna The oulj’’ hard ground within a mile of 
the fort, on the north and westj was formed by a few patches of sand which rose 
a1>ovc the morass, hut on the east the lielt of saiidliills was only ahout 800 
yards distant. 

Conflans with his troops was encamped in the tovra, and might ea.silv, hy 
throwing- up an entrencimient on lire hard ground between the mora.sses, liave 
placed an iiisuperahle harrier in the wa}-- of Forde’a approach. Instead of tlii.s 
he only waited till the invading force appeared, and tlieu retreated h^' the cause¬ 
way into the fort. Thus unobstructed, Forde took up lii.s .station on the .sands 
to the north-cast, while Animderauz and the Zemindar of Narsipnre, 'whom he 
had induced to join liim, took po.s,se,ssioii of the town. I'he deleuce.s of the fort, 
tliougli modernized bj’ the French after they took pos.se.ssion of it in 17.51, could 
not be considered strong Tliere was a ditch hut no glacis; and the walls, com¬ 
posed of mud faced with brick, were on the west, riorth, and ea.st lianked with 
eleven ba.stions. 'The .south .side was considered to he suffieientty defended hv' 
its position in the sound The gatewa}’was at the north-west angle, facing the 
causeway, 120 yards of which wa,s converted into a capouiere, terminating in a 
strong ravelin. 

The besiegers were far to(j few in number fo make regular approaches to the couion’- 
fort, and determined to attack it by batteries erected on the .sands on the east. m,i- 
Thi.y position, besides being the nearest to the ivalla, bad the advantage of 
giving roaily aece.ss to the shore, on which the battering artillery wliieh had 
been brought bj' ,sea was to be landed. Ultimately the whole artillery employed 
in the attack consi.sted of four twenty-four, four eighteen, and tivo twelve- 
pounders, mounted on three detached batteries, without the communication of 
trenches. It was certainly a very bold, not to .say a rash attempt, to take .such 
a place by such feeble ineairs. Not only should the fire of the fort have been 
able to overpower that which was brought against it, hut the garri.sou outnum- 
herod the attacking force. Conflams, however, wa.s too ignorant and timid to 
turn his advantage to account, and remained cooped up within the walls, em¬ 
ploying his means of defence so imjierfectly, tliat diu-ing the eighteen dajm 
emplo^'ed bj' tlie besiegers in erecting their batteries, the incessant fii'e from the 
fort killed only five men. While thus favormed hy the pusillanimity of the 
garrison, Forde was beset with dangers. On the f 9th of March, six days before 
the batteries were completed, the whole of his Europeans broke out in mutinj'- 
and threatened to march away if they were not immediately paid the prize 
money already due, and assured that if they took Masulipatam the whole of the 
booty -wbnld he delivered up to them. The former demand could not ho com¬ 
plied with as the military chest was empty, and the latter was in direct oppo¬ 
sition to the Company’s regulations, which gave only the half of the booty to 
the captors. No .sooner was this disgi-aceful mutiny overcome by good temper 
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AD. 17B0. ami fii'mnes.s, and tlio batteries opened, than news arrived that Basalut Jniig 
with his army was only forty miles distant. Anunclcraiw and the zeiniiidar.y 
with him were so alarmed, that in the course of tlie night, without a note of 
warning, tlusy niarclied off with their wliolo forces, and could not ho induced to 
return, till it was made palpable to tlicm tliat by their flight tlicywcrc only 
ru.shing to destrnction instead of escaping from it. 

Tiw t-suiic Tlie batteries had koirt np a liot lire from the 25tli of March lo the Gth April 

dllil i iJitlUtl . k . ^ 

ot \iasuii On ilie evening ot tins day tlie engineers reported that it could only ho coutinued 
r-Miiu. more, as hy that time the ammunition wonld he expetuh'd What 

was now to he doiiel Salabnt Jung, and a body of French troo])s who had bec'n 
scouring the surroiUKling country, were now .so near that the retreat liy land 
was ah.solutely cat off An e.scapu by sea was still poa.sible, but Fordo rejected 
it as disgracel'ul, a,ud detoruiined to storm With this view the lire was main¬ 
tained witli double vivacity on the 7th, and with so niuch effect, that tliroe 
bastions, one near the centre, and the other two at the oxtrctniti(is of the castci'n 
wall, -were sufllcienlly ruined to admit of monnting. As the attack might thus 
he made from more places tluiii one, the attention of the garri.son wa.s distr’ficted; 
and hence, wliile two feints were practised, the real attaede made at the basLion 
of the north-ea.st angle mot 'witli coinpaiatively little ohstructioii. It was com¬ 
mitted to the Ihiropi'an battalion, innstering in all, with the artillciymen, and 
thirty .sailoi's taken from tl>e Hardwicl'o, 8 16 rank and file, ami 1100 sepoys. 
One would willingly tell of the heroism of the assailants, hut unfortunately very 
little was displayed, and success was not so much extorted hy them as yielded 
When the stonning party was about to move. Captain 
Callcudar, appointed to lead them, was nowhere to he Jbund. Tie afterwards 
ap])oared when tlie assault was ■understood to have succeeded, and nu't from a 
stray shot the death wlucli he had in vain endeavoured to escajie hy cowardice. 
Even after the broach wa.s mounted, and an advance made along the rampart, 
tlie cry of “A mine!” produced such a imnic, that Captain Yorke, who was gal¬ 
lantly heading the storming party, found hira.self suddenly left with only two 
drummers ) and on liastcaiing ha.ek to the breach, lound all his men in conlhsion, 
some even proposing to make their c.scape. Partly Ijy threats, and partly hy 
persua.sion, having induced a small band to follow, the others regained flieii' 
courage, and the capture was achieved. Conflans, indeed, gave little furtlier 
miwffluto feeatecl in Hs own house, he contin-ued receiving and sending contra- 

dictoiy messages, and was no sooner summoned than he hastened to sun'cndor. 
To his disgi'ace it must be added, tliat wbeu tbe piisoners were counted they 
considerably outnumbered tbe captors. Among them ■were 500 .Etu'opeans. 
Witldn the fort were found 120 pieces of cani.ion, abundance of military stores, 
smd much valuable plunder. The improbability of the assault is said to have been 
tbe principal cause of its success. Tlie garrison had from the first treated the 
siege as a mockery; and being in expectation of a reinforcement from Pondi- 
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clierry. were only wjufcing its ari'ival to sally out, and, in concert with the native ad. i7.vi 
aniiy now at hand, indict .signal punishment on the British for their presump¬ 
tion. The overweening contidenco of tlm French was better deserving of puniah- 
inent, and received it. 

'I’he expedition to the Northern Circars produced more Ijrilliaiit resiiltfj than u^uu-iof 
tlie mo.st sanguine could have anticipated. Salabut Jung and hi.s advi.sers, 
thoug-h .surprised and vexed at the capture of Ma.snlipatain, Avmre not without 
the hopes of being able to recover it. With thi.s view they advanced within 
nine miles, in hope.s of meeting with the expected Pondicherry i-eiiiforcement. 

It did arrive; but the ships which brought it hastened away without landing 
tlie troops, on finchug that tlie place had fallen. After this new disappointment 
Salabnt Jung’.s ])olitics uudeiAvent a .suddeir change. Nizam Ali was openly 
])lotting his overthrow; and as the French, on whom he had previou.sly leaned, 
seemed now unable to assist him, he became anxious to provide for his own 
safety by exchanging the French for a Briti.sli alliance. A negotiation opened 
with this view was .speedily followed by aregular treaty, by wLich Salabnt Jung 
ceded to tlie Company, in absolute property, Mu.sulipatam and otlier districts 
in the Northern Circars, forming a contiimou.s tract of territory which extended 
eighty miles along the coast, and twenty mile.s inland, and yielded an annual 
revenue of 400,000 rupees He engaged, moreover, not to allow the French to 
have either troops or factorie.s north of the Kistna, nor to seek or accept of 
assistance from tliem. In retui'ii for these important concessions the Company 
only promised not to assist or give protection to any of the souhalular’s enemies. 

He appears, however, to liave expected more; and on finding that no direct 
assistance was to he given him against Nizam Ali, raiU’clied olf in gi’eat dis- 
]ileasure, 

Reverse after reverse had thus followed the French arms, and tlie Indian aiwo 

. 1 • 1 T • . !> J 1 T 1 • *7 IjOUtllltU'd 

oinpiTe, wliicli they at one time seemed on tlie point ol estaL)lishing, vtrs vanish- ijituimiitoa 
ing like a dream. After raising the siege of Madras, Lally, who had retired 
upon Arcot, endeavoiu-ed to maintain his ground by a kind of desultory warfare, 
in vvliicli little advantage wa.s gained by either side. The number of troops 
still under his command might have jus tilled active operations on a. larger scale; 
but their .spirit was bad, and bis funds being again exhausted, he abruptly con¬ 
cluded the campaign by withdrawing foom the field, and disposing his army in 
difieroiit cantonments. Hie main body, consisting of 1100 Europeans, accom¬ 
panied him to Pondicherry, where lie determined to wait till a long expected 
reinforcement and .squadron should arrive. The Machas presidency were also 
expecting reinforeeiiient.s, and hence, though the .season would have allowed the 
ca.inpaign to be protracted a little longer, they willingly availed tiiemselve.s of 
the interval of lepose wliich Lally had offered; and imitated bis example by 
distributing their troops in a seises of forts, which, commencing with Ghingle- 
put, near the Paliai', continued northwaixls, so as to form a k.incl of curve, 

VoL. 1. 
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AD 1701 liaviiio-Madras for its centre. While Itotli armie.s were tim.s in cantonments, 
the only activity displayed wa.s in sending out small parties to make [ircdatory 
incursion.s. In these the Company’s ti-oops were partiimlarly expert, and suc¬ 
ceeded in di'iving oM’ ahout 0000 head of cattle. 
lininhH.et On the diStli of April, 17o9, Admiral Ikxioeko arrived with liis .squadron i’rOTii 
Kiufoii.‘- Bonihay ; hut, in order to keep to the windward of Pondicherry, and watch the 
expected .squadron of the French, dhl not come faitlior north than Negjipatam. 
Irr the eiid of June, tlu’ce of tlio Company’s usual ahip.s arrive.d from England. 
They Ijrought 200 recruits, aiul the promi.se of a luueli more important reinfotco- 
inent hy other .ships, Tliis was the S-lth reginu'iit of 1000 men, comniiindcd by 
Coote, who was now its lientenant-colonel, and had heeu appointed to the coin- 
maiid of the Company’.s ti'oojjs in Bengal, with the option, however, of remain¬ 
ing Avith his regiment in the Carnatic, should hi.s pre.senco there .seem more 
ueco.ssiU'y, 'While general joy was diffused throughout i\io Kotthnnopt hy tiiis 
intolligenco, the governor and council were in possession of a secret vvliich lllled 
tlieiu witli gloomy fijrehodings. The court of directors, dazzled hy tiio brilliant 
prospects Avluen had been opened in Bengal, imagined tliat from it alone suf- 
ticieTit fund.s miglit bo obtained to .su])]-)]y the, wants of all the pi'osidcncic.s; 
and under that impre.ssiou had re,solved to send 7io more treasure, till 17ti0. 
Thu,s at the, very time Avhen cvciytliiug announced an approaching camjjaign, 
from which the mo'it decisive re.sults wmre anticipated, the pro.sideucy, already 
almost overwhelmed with debt, were to he left to struggle unaidt'd against a now 
and incalcuIalJe demand on their resources. 

Admiral Pococke, misled hy a 'Dauisli vessel whicli reported l.liat a Eroneh 
fleet of twelve .sail liad arrived at Trincomalee in Ceylon, immediately sailed for 
that port, and readied it on the 3d of July without obtaining any tiding.s of 
Ereirch .ships. In retiuming, he cruised for a .sliort time oil’ tlio north extremity 
of the i.sland, and liad the good fortune to meet Avith four of the. Company’,s .ship.s 
having the first division of Coote’s regiment on board, as Avell a.s provi.sious and 
store,s for the use of his omi squadron. He therefore procoedod Avith the newly 
aiTived ships to Negapalaxn, and after ti-anshipping the supplies, alloAvcd them 
to continue their voyage to Madras. Avherc the troops Avero landed and detained 
lor the use of the presidency. On the 20th of August ho agaiir sailed hu’ TT'in- 
comaloe, and on the 2d of September descried the French fleet. It AA'as coiu- 
tnanded, as before,, by Count d’Achd, and. having oldained a large reinforcement 
both of ships and men, numbered eleven .sail of the line a.iid tlirce frigates. The 
British squadron consisted of nine sail of the line, a frigate, two Company .ships, 
and a fire-ship. Both fleets immediately prepared for action; but their relative 
positions and the state of the weather did not allow them to come to dose 
quarters till the 10th, when an engagement commenced Avhieh lasted Iavo hours 
without producing any decisive result. The French, by retiring as tlicy had 
done on the previous occasions, acknowledged thom.seh’-es defeated, but .sailed bo 
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Tiiucli Letter ilie Dritish a..s to Iicivd no clifiiculty in eluding pursuit he a u 
dciy cxitcr the Lrittlc Adnuiul Poeoolce returned to ^egtipritoinj nnd Ooiuit d'A.clie 
uuide the best of liis wa)^ to Pondidicny. His arrival did little to iinjjrove the 
position of affaii'ij The whole troops 
ho liad brought with him were no 
more than 180 men; and the money, 
thoug’n doubled b_y the capture of an 
Eng'lisli East Indiaman, amounted in 
all to only X83,000 How was sucli 
a, reinforcement to sup])ly the serious 
loss of meji sustained bj'- recent re¬ 
verses ! and how was such a paltry sum 
to meet cither jiast arrears of paj’' or 
current expenses? Count d'Aclid, in¬ 
stead of troubling himself with stich 
questions, had anxieties of a different 
kind which he thonglit sufficient to 
occupy his attention. He had heard 
that Arlmiral Pococlce’s squadron was 
about to bo rchifoi'ced liy four meu- 
of-war, and as it was already too strong for him, wbat could he expect but sinui ij m 
destruction if lie should be forced to a new encounter? So detennined, tliei’elbre, " 

was lie to depart that he refused to go .ashore, and gave orders to prepare for 
sailing in tlie coui-so of twenty-four hours. Thi.s announcement was received 
with universal alarm and indignation. All the civil and military .autliorities, 
together witli the ])rincipca] inhabitfints, assembled at the governor’s, and as.sum- 
ing the character of a national council, unauimousl}'-I’csolvcd t])at the precijtit.ate 
departme of the squadron would be ruinous to the public Interests. C'(junt 
dAolie remaining indexible, a protest \vas drawn up, declaring that if he 
departed he would be held re.spoiisible for the loss of tlie settlement, and 
compelled to answer for his conduct to the king and the ministry. He had 
actually departed, and was some leagues out at sea when one of the ships wMch 
had been accidentally detained reached )iim and delivered the protest, together 
wi th a copy for each of his captains Staggered at this proceeding, he immedi¬ 
ately summoned a council, and, after a short delay, anchored again in the road 
of Ptmdicherry. The hopes thus raised Avere soon disappointed; for a few days 
after, wlien he had an opportunity to engage the Eritish squadron, he declined 
it, and finally departed on the 30th of September, leaving behind him, howevei-, 
as a kind of compromise, 900 men, of whom 500 Avere .European sailors or 
marine.s 

When the eampaigii again opened, the presidency, in expectation of 
arriA-al of Colonel Coote Avith the remaining division of his regiment, were AVon.in,Asii. 
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nverse to undertLike any operation of importance, Major Broreton, f)n tlie 
couti'ary, liainiio- only an interim commaucl of the troops, was anxiou.s to signalize 
liiin.self before he should be superseded, and ly great urgency ohtaijiod a consent 
to attempt the capture of WaiKliwash. His whole force, consisting of t080 in¬ 
fantry and 800 horse, 1 500 of the former and 100 of the latter European, nnu'ched 
from Conjeveram on the 2Gth of Se^deraber, and arrived with little interruption 
in the vididty of Wandiwash on the 28th. The French having obtained intelli¬ 
gence of bis motions, bad considerably augmented tlieir force; but be was not 
aware of the fa(;t, and in the belief that the_y were (uily ex^recting, and bad not 
received I'einl'oi'ceineiits, thought it good generalship to ad^■alU‘e to the attack 
with the least possible delay. Their Europeans be believed to be oidy 900, 
wbo'eas tliej' were in fact 1300. (Jontideiit in bis suppo.sed suj^eriority, be 
deemed caution unnecessary, and the very next day after hi.s arrival jn'o[)ar\‘d to 
attack the enemy at midnight. Hot only were their numbers greater, but tbeii- 
[losition within tin; forts and inclo.snres of a large town, and under the protec¬ 
tion of the guns of the fort, was far more lormidable than be imagined. In 
these cii'cumstance.s failure was almost inevitable, and a severe i'e])ulse, which 
the enemy magnified into a great victory, was snsbained. Major Brerebou main¬ 
tained hi.s position at Wandiwash till tlie 4th of Octol)er, and tlam retired 
upon Conjeveram, Bussy, who anived tlie day after and took the command of 
the French forces, now amounting to 1500 European foot and 300 cavalry, 
besidevs nati^re troops, advanced to Coujeveivam to otfer battle, but Brereton, 
now as dispirited as lie had previously been confident, had no inclination to risk 
a new disaster. Eu.s.sy, thus unopposed, sent back the main body of the a,rmy 
to Wandiwash, and proceeded with an European detachment of 400 horse and 
150 foot to Arcot. 

Basalut Jung, Salahut Jung’s brother, who held the government of Adoni, 
had airived on the northern frontier of the Carnatic, and made overtures which 
the French deemed so liopcful, that Bussy wa.s on the way to join him and 
concert an alliance. Witli this view he had proceeded to Arcot, and continuing 
his journey had left it a day’s march behind liim, ^vlien hi.s further progress 
was arre.sted by the intelligence that the army at Wandiwash had broken out 
ill open mutiny. More than a ji-ear’-s pay was due to them, and tlicy had a 
belief, well or id founded, that much money which ought to have been employed 
in discharging their arrears had been intercepted and embezzled. The mutiny, 
at first only partial, increased by tlie discipline employed to suppress it; and the 
whole troop,s, leaving their officers behind, marched out and encamped on tlie 
height which Major Brereton occupied before ho made hi.s ill-fated attack. The 
.soldiers eventually carried their point, and did not return to duty till they 
received half a year’s pay in. hand, a promise of the rest hi a month, and a 
general pardon. Bussy, by halting till the rarrtiny was sup]Dre.ssed, lost some 
precious time, and, on reacliirig Basalut Jung, had the mortification to discover 
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that lio had ohauged hi.s views and risen iu Ids deniandf. The fiict of tlie a ir^i. 
mutiny had not been lost upon him; and lie became doubtful whether he niiglit 
not by an alliance with the French be only involving him,self in a fallino- cause 
1-li.s proposals—obviously dictated by a belief that the French were no longer in 
a condition to refu.se anything—were:—That on receiving a prc.sent sum of four 
lacs of rupees for the jjay of lus troops, he would return with Bussy to Arcot, 
provided he were forthwith recognized as nabob of tlie province, and of 
Trichinopoly and it.s dependencies;—as tlic first step in tins agreement, the 
French should at once .surrender to his autliority all the countries of which tliey 
liad actual pos.so.ssion, he drawing the revenues by his own dewan, but accounting 
to them for a tliird of the ainonut;—otlier countries whieli might be conquered 
by their united armies wore to be bis absolutely^, without being subject to tlie 
deduction of a third;'—ultimately, when peace .sliould he made by con(_[uering 
the Britisli, or reducing them to tenn.s, he should become ab.solnte lord of the 
wJioIe Carnatic according to ancient usages, and tlie Freiicli cease to have any 
claim whatever to any part of the revenue.s These proposids, accompanied witli 
others in which Basalut Jung’s present and future advantage wa,s alone con- 
,suited, were too extravagant to be seriously entertained, and Bu.ssy began to 
I'etrace Ids stejis He bad been obliged to proceed as far as Kurpa, to which 
Ba,saint Jung had retreated; and had thus, without securing any advantage of 
the lea.st moment, performed a march of 100 miles in a direct line, and of not 
le,ss than 300 miles by road, much of it over barren tracts and through the 
windings of mountain valleys. Before he returned new disasters had befallen 
his countrymen 

Lally’s greatest difficulty had all along been the want of funds. The liii> mjii- 
revenues obtained from the lands ceded to them, or in their possession, had iinnie^iiia 
never sufficed in the. day.s of tlieir greatest jirosperity to meet the expen.se.s in 
the field; and, now that a serie,s of reverses had made it doubtful whether they 
would be able to maintain their ground, the zemindars and other jiartie.s liable in 
rent found many plausible excuses for withholding it. It wa.s necessary, there¬ 
fore, in opening a new campaign, to make some decided effort to procure funds. 

After various projects liad been discussed, Lally became satisfied that the south 
was the most hopeful quarter. The country beyond Ootatoor had for some time 
suffered little from the ravage.s of war, and the island of Seiiugham in particular, 
which was still in French pos.session, would shortly reap a harvCkSt, of which the 
share belonging to the government of Pondicherry was estimated at 000,000 
rupee,s. Situated as Lally was, this seemed to him an object well worth fighting 
for; and in order to secure it, he determined to hazard the very dangerous step 
of dividing his army. He accordingly despatched M. Crillon to the south with 
a force consisting of 900 Europeans and 1200 native troops, with ten pieces of 
cannon, and concentrated the remainder of the array in the vicinity of Ai’cot, 
from which it might be moved on any place that was threatened 
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The Madias presidency were no sooner made aw.ire how Lal]_y had voluntaiily 
weakened himself than they resolved to lose no time in connncneiiig the cam¬ 
paign Tins they were ahle to do under the moat favouralde auspiee.s (Joloncl 
(Joote, with the remainder of his regiment, had airivcd at Madras on the 27t]i 
of October, and in the oxeivise of the discretionary power with which he liad 
been intrusted, decided to nmniin in the (Jarnatic On the 21,st oi Novoiuher 
he set out for Conjeveram, where the larger ]»ait of the troops oi the jire.sidency 
were in cantonment; and, immediately after assnming the command, as.semhied 
a council of war, at winch it was decided tliat, in the divided state' ot Laly’s 
force.s, an attempt slundd he made to capture VTursdiwash To coneoa-l this 
intention, and leave the enemy in dou])t as to the jdace on winch the blow was 
about to fall, Cootc sent Captain Preston witli a detachment to remain at Ohiii- 
gleput, and Major Drei’eton wdth nnotlicr to attack d’rivaLore, while lie himself 
moved witli the mam body on Arcot He exjioetc'd to find tlie enemy encamped 
there, and learned wdtli surprise that tli(‘y had ri'inoved to C'hitiajiut, His 

future eoui'se had not I'oen 
detennined, Avheu an exjircsH 
arri\n;d from Major IJrcroton 
with tlie gratiJ'ying intelli¬ 
gence tliat, besides taking Tii- 
vatorc, lie Inul marched on 
Waudiwasli, and made him¬ 
self master of its suhnrlis, 
Coote at once detennined to 
follow up this .success by a, 
forced march, On arriving he 
found that DrercLon had al- 
nioJit completcil a battery for two eightecii-pcmndcrs, erected so as to boar cm 
tlie south-west angle ot the fort. In tlie eonr.se of the night aiiotlicr battery to 
hear on tlie same angle was commenced. On the following day, the 2!)tli of 
NMvembev, both IjaiLories opened tlieir fire, and before noon had made a 
liraeticable breach. The fort was commanded hy a native officer, who had 
500 horsemen and foot under him, hut he had acceiited the assi.stanco of a 
body of French troops, con.s,i.yting of C8 Europc‘an.s and 100 .sepoys. When the 
garrison wa.s .summoned to smTcnder, two answers were returned—one hy the 
French officer, who declared his determination to hold out to the last, and the 
other by the native governor or killedar, who sent to ask what terms would be 
given him. Cootc promised to continue liim as a dependant of tiie Coiripany in 
the government of the fort and the rent of the districts, but required an answer 
by a specified horn'. Shortly after the expiry of the time, the French apjicared 
on the wall and called out that they were ready to siuxendei'. This change of 
mind on their part was doubUeas produced by the known mtoution of the 
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killedav to acocjit the terms wludi liad been oIFeml. It is iidmitted, indeed, m> no.’ 
tluit he had signed his acceptance just as the JBritisli troops entered the fort, 
and yet, on the pretext that he was too Lite, all the stipidntions made with him 
were .shamefully violated, lie was related to the family of Chinula Sahib, had 
long been connected with tlio French, and was held by Mahomctl Ah to bo .so 
jiivoterate an onem}^ tliat he .set more value on the posse.ssion of him as a 
prisonei than the I'cdnction of the fort On .such irrelevant and unworthy 
grounds tlic Madras pre.sidcncy became parties to an act of gros.s treacheiy, and 
the kiUedar, after refusing to disclo.se his treasure.s, or pay ten lac.s of rupec.s 
(or Ih.s ransom, was confined in a fort on one of the highest hills of Vellore. 

Lally now di.scovercd, when toi; late, that lie had committed a fatal error in 
dividing his army. Not only was he uiiahle to relieve Wandiwasli, hut he could 
not conceal from him.self that other forts were destined to sluire the .same fate. 
Caraugoly, a large foit .situated twenty-live miles E.N.E of Wamliwivsh, was 
next attacked, and fell like it, though not without making a better defence 
and ohtiuiiing better terms, Ooote’s attention was next called to Arcot Con- 
sidored a,s the capital of the nabobship, the possession of it was naturally regarded 
as an object of primary moment, though in itself it’was comiiaratively unim¬ 
portant, Preparatory to the sieg'C of the fort, Goote ordered a detachment to 
move fi’Oin Coverypauk and take jio.st in the city. This wa.s accoinplishod without 
opposition—the garrison of the fort, which was only half a mile distant, looking 
oil as miconccrned .spectators, while po,s.se.ssiou w.a.s taken of the nabob'.s palace 
and the adjoining streets. It was not, however, to be suppo.sed that Lally would 
allow the capital to be wre.stcd from him without a struggle. Tlie moment he 
saAV it seriously threatened, he sent a peremptory order recalling G'rillon with 
his force from Seringham. Bussy, too, arrived most opportunely from his long and 
fruitless visit to Basalut Jung, bringing with him not only all the troop.s lie had 
taken away, but a considerable body of good hoise Avbom he had induced to join 
him The aspect of affaiis Avas tliu-s .somcAvliat changed The Briti.sli detacb- 
ment, after they had collected fascines and other materials, and even commenced 
the erection of a battery, Avero obliged suddenly to decamp; and Bussy’s Louse 
taking advantage of his departure for Pondicherry, spread themselves oA^er tho 
country, and committed every .species of deva.station. At the same time a body 
of Malirattas, Avlio had been hovering on the Avestern fruiitiers, pr-epared to 
de.scend into the low country to sell themsRlA'’es to the highest bidder. The 
Madra.s prc.sidency deeming their terms too high, tried to lower them; the, I’rench 
agent guAm a sum of 20,000 rupees in hand, and thus obtained a body of 1000 
hor.se who, Avithout joining their camp, made their appearance between Areot 
and ConjeAmram, 

Cootc with Ms aamy quitted Wandiwash on the ISth of December, and JUitu-a 
next evening took up .a position Avhich enabled him to intercept the enemy s ofC'.ji>ie.a!ki 
troops Avhen moving towards each other, whether from Areot or from Ohiitapet 
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On the 1 fith lie advanced six miles nearer the former town. Meantime Bussey’s 
lior.se and tlie Mahrattas continued their course of plunder to such an extent, 
that the inhabitants took refuge in the forts and woods, and ceased to bring in 
any supplies of provisioas to the British camp, which was in couseipicnce threat¬ 
ened with starvation. To increase their difficulties, the rain began to tall in 
toi'rents As the best alternative that now remained, Cootc- rpiitted hi.s position 
and placed his army in cantonments in Coverypauk aiul the adjacent idllago.s. 
Shortly after Quote’s retirement. Lally, Avho had been exeiting him.sclf to the 
utmost, cpiitted Q'hithpiet with a largclj^ augmented force, and advanced to 
Arent Thi.s movciueut compelled Coote again to take the held, and he took u]i 
a strong position at a point nearly equidistant from Arcot and Coverypauk 
Here, with a large tank in front, a morass on each flank, and a rear accossihle 
only along a causeway, he remained on the defensive, both because the enemy 
was far .supeiior to him in cavalry, and he was waiting the result of a negotia¬ 
tion by which it was hoped that the Mahrattas might bo gained over to his side. 
Lallj", too, Avaiting for the return of the reinlbrcemout Avhich had arrived too 
late to suve Masulipatam, and mistrusting the spirit of his European troops 
after their late mutiny, had good reasons for not assuming the offensive. Both 
armic.s consequently remained Avithin their encampments 

In the hegimiiiig of January, 17C0, the negotiation Avith the Mahrattas again 
terminated in favour of the Fi’cnch. The Madras presidency offered (10,000 
I'upee.s, hut jiroposed to jiay in conditional hilts; the I'Tonch sent the same sum 
in ready nuuie}’’, and Avere of course preferred. On the 8bh of January, Inui.s 
Kliau, Moz'ai'i Bow's general, joined their camp Avith a ucav body of 3000 mounted, 
and a greater uuiuber of foot plunderers. Bally’s star .seemed once more in the 
ascendant, and lie quitted his encampment to commence active operation.s. Coote 
suspected that tlie recovery (tf Wandiwash Avas his object, and sent orders to the 
officer whom he liad left in command to defend it to tlio last extremity. At 
the same time, sending off' his baggage to Coverypauk, he began to move eastward 
along the north hank of the. Paliar. Lally kept moving at some distance from 
the southern hank at a very slow pace. He had an object in vieAv, and was pre¬ 
paring to gain it by a stratagem. He had been told that the British army 
derwed its supplies of rice from large magazines of it .stored at Conjeveratu. In 
this belief he executed a .series of dexterous manCBuvres to cover his design, and 
as soon as it Avas dark set out, talcing nearly all the cavalry of his army and a 
body of 300 sepoys, Avith the utmost expedition cro.ssed the Paliar, and after 
a march of fifteen miles, pounced .smldenly upon that town at eight o’clock in the 
nmrraiig. Pie had no difficulty in entering it, but it Avas only to meet disap¬ 
pointment. His information had been false. The stores of rice Avere imaginary, 
aird the plunder found within the toAvn was almost Avorthlesa. The pagoda., 
indeed, contained a stock of military stores; but it was a place of .some strength, 
occupied by two companie,s of sepoys under ah. English lieutenant; and as he had 
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no means ot forcing it, ifc oiily lemained foi him to make a hasty retreat, al'tm 
levenging liimselt on the hmflensive inhahitants hy setting file to their houses. 

Lfilly, after this disappointment, was more miiioiis than over to ptnfoim .some 
exploit, which might revive tlm spiiits and laise liim in tlie estimation of his 
tioops lie could not hut know that the failuie ot most of liis lecent measuies 
had suggested giave doubts of Ids capacity; and that the reimtation of Buvsy, of 
wlmm he had always entertained an an worthy jealousy, had risen in jiropoition 
as his own had sunk These facts galled him to the quick, and made him .so 
im])atient that he was ahno,st ready for any <i{tempt, howev'er lash Eussy 
exerted himself to check this wild spiiit; and, when it was proposed forth witli to 
attempt the capture of Waudiwash, suggested a far move judicious course. The 
English, he said, would not lose Waudiwash without risking a battle to save it 
That battle the h’umch 
would he ohligod to 
fight under great disad- 
vantage A large jiaii 
of their force would 
necessarily he enqiloyed 
in the siege, and the 
main body thus weak¬ 
ened, being obliged to 
remain where they could 
cover the siege, would 
have no choice of po.si 
tion The better plan 
therefore, would he not 
to engage in ojienitions which might, make it neceft.sary to risk a general 
action, but to keep together on the hanks of the Ealiar, and employ the Mahrattas 
in ravaging the country and cutting off all sources of .supply, so as to leave 
the enemy no alternative hut either to figlit when he would rather decline it, 
or be foiced to .seek subsistence under the walls of Madra>s This advice, which 
Lally would not have relished from any' one, was most unpalatable from Bussy, 
vvho, ho was unchaiitahle enough to think, had given it from unworthy motive.s. 
Elis determination, therefore, waa to attempt the siege of Waudiwash at all 
hazards Coote, who had hastened off to Gonjeveram on hearing of the unex¬ 
pected attaclc upon it, left ifc on the lifch bf January, and having crossed the 
Paliar, encamped on the 17tlv near Ontramaloor—a position which, besides being 
equidistant from Trivatore, where Bu&sy had been left wifch the, main body of 
the French army, and Wandiwash, at which Lally had now aiTived in person 
with a considerable detachment, had the additional advantage of securing the 
communication with Ohingieput, and through it wifch Madras Lally, afifcer 
taking possession of the suburb,s of Wandiwash, threw entrenchments across 
VOL,, I, W 
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A.D. 1 TC 0 the openings of the streets leading to the fort, and coinmeiieed a battery whielp 
erected near tlie same spot wliieli Coote had selected, was iutciulod to lire upon 
the same angle which lie succeeded in breaching He was shortly alter joined 
hy IhisbV from Trivatorc with tlie mam body. Coote, though suflcring Imin 
want of provisions, kept his po.sition, Avatching his opportunity, wdiidi lie knew 
must arrive, when the enemy pi’cpared to assault, as he Avonld then haA^e an 
option of attacking the besiegers, or the division encamped in the plain to cover 
them. Bussy, thus confirmed in the view he had taken of Coote’s jirohable 
tactics, reiterated the advice to keep the whole army together hy desisting li'om 
the siege till a better opportunity; but Lally, AAdio had formeiljm-ejeeteil the 
advice, was now kss inclined than ever bo listen to it. 

AvpioaOi Coote. on learning that tlie battery bad opened its lire, and breached the 

amies*"" iiiaiu raiiipcait, quitted his encampment at Ontuimaioor, and iidvanced to Tliim- 
houi'g, within soA'cn miles of Wandiwash. In the vicinity of the hittes' a moun¬ 
tain of same name stretches above a league from north east to sonth-Avost. I’hc 
French army AAais encamped opposite to the eastern end of this monutaiu, about 
two miles from the fort On the 22d of January Coote hastened forward at the 
hend of two troop,s of Enro[)ean and 1000 native caA^ah'y, togethei' Avitli two 
coinpanie.s of sepoys. He was lirst descried hy the Malirattas, aa'Iio Avere lying 
with their plunder along the north-cast foot of the nioinrtain; and some skir- 
inishing took place belAveen the ca\'alry. It was on the Avholc to his advantage, 
for he took possession of the ground AAdiich the enemy ipiitted, and saAV the 
Avdiolc plain clear np to their camp. Shortly after, oh.serviug, about iialf a mile 
to the right, some gardens and otlier inclosnres which might he used for slielter 
on necessity, while the ground beyond Ava.s Avell adapted for the display anti 
action of the Avhole army, he ordereil the division he had brought witli him to 
form upon it, and Avent hack to the line of infantr}’^, to whom lie announced his 
intention to lead tliem on to a general engagement. The aimounecracnt was 
vcceiA’ed with acchmiation.s by the whole troojis; and he led them on in battle 
array to the ground which the cavaliy AVere ah-cady occupying. Here they 
stood in full aubav of the French camp, without percewing any motion in it, or 
eA’’eii hearing the vSoimcl of firing against the fort. 

ccioteont- Tlie day began to wear, and Coote proceeded Avitli his army, still drawn up, 

mauceuvres ^ 

L.LUy. towards the south side of the raouiitain, till he reached a tracL of grounrl at its 
foot so coATered AAuth stones and fragments of rock.s, that cavalry, in Avhieh the 
enemy’s main superiority consisted, could not act upon it. Here ho halted 
opposite to the French camp, at the distance of about a mile and a half, ex})ect- 
ing that the defiance which be thus threw out would bo accepted. After .some 
time, perceiving that the enemy still remained quiet, he again moved, intending 
to skirt the moimtain till he should arrive opposite to the fort, and then turn so 
as to have it on the right. The effect of this movement avouIcI have been to 
give him one of the str-ongest possible positions. jWliile the tract of mountain 
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(lobri'i secured liis left flunk, lie not only would liave tlie protection of the fire ad ivco 
of the fort on liis right, hut could not bo prevented from tlirowing into it my 
numher of iroop.s that might be deemed advisable He might then, if necessary, 
by a sally of tlie ganison, when sufficiently reinforced, drivi' the enemy from 
their batteiies in the town, and attack thorn with the whole anny, oitlier on the 
dank or in the rear, thus rendering all tlie eiitrenclnneuts anrl other defences 
whicii tlie}’' liad thrown up in front of their position entireljr useless Lady, 
though lie liad failed to anticipate this movement, no .sooner .saw it commenced 
than he penetrated the object of it; and, as the only eflectual means of now piv- 
venting it, determined no longer to delay'- the encounter. Tlie camp, a.s if it liad 
been .suddenly aroused from a state of lethargy, beat to arms, and the troops 
were .seen i.ssuing forth to occupy the ground in front, whicli had previously I'leen 
marked out as a battle'lfeld. 

The whole French force drawn out cou.si.sted of 22.'5() Europeans, of whom 

lolM. 

dOO wore cavalry and 1300 .sepoys Beside,s these, 150 Enropeairs and 300 
Rcpoy’H continued at the batteiie.s against the fort. The Mahiattas numhered 
SOOO horse; hut instead of taking’ part in the action, they considered it sufficient 
.service to guanl their own camp, and remain on the watch for an opportunity 
of pillaging the British baggage The French oi’dcr of battle was as follmv.s;— 

On, the right (ho European cavah-y’-; next, tlu’ regiment of Lorraine, mu.steriug 
400 men; next again, the Indian battalion, 700; and ]n.stlyy bally’s regiment,. 

400, whose left were umler a tank, which had been retrenched, and in which 
were po.stod 300 men, chiefly marines from Count u Achd’s squadron, or .soldiers 
■vvlio had returned after failing to relievo Masulipatam. Anotho- tank, in the rear 
of the retrenched one, was occiqried by 400 sepoy',s, whom Bu.ssy' had brought 
irom Kurpa The rest of the sepoy's, 900 in numher, were ranged behind a 
I'idge which ran along the front of the camp. At each extremity of this ridge 
Ava,s a retrencluneut, guarded by fifty^ Europeans. Of the ailillery, in all six¬ 
teen field-pieces, four were placed in the retrenched tank, and the remainder in 
sections of three each between the different liodies of troops forming the Ihie. 

The British army consisted of 1900 Eurojieans, including eig’hty' cavalry', 

1250 black horse, and 2100 sepoys, and wa.s ranged in three distinct lines. In 
the first were Coote’,s regiment on the right, tlie Company's two battalions in the 
centre, and Draper’s regiment on the left; all these without their grenadiers 
On the flanks of this line were 1800 sefioys, 900 on each. In tlie .second line 
rvere all the grenadiers of the arnw, amounting to 300, and having on each 
flank 100 .sepoys. The third line was foi-med by-" the cavalry, the eighty Euro¬ 
peans oceupydng the centre. Two companies of .sepoy.5 stood apart, with two 
fleld-piece,s, a little in advance of tlie left of the first lino. The artillei-y consisted 
of t'Wentj'-.six field-pieces. 

The action was commeirced hy Lally in person. 1711116 the Biitish were 
marching up, and before they were ndthin cannon-shot, he put ]iim,self at the 
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head of the Euvopean eavaby, and, after a larye .sweep of the plain, made a 
dash at tbe tliii'd line. As .soon as hi.s intentifm was perceived, the .sepoys of 
llie separate detachment, with their two guns, were ordered to fail liaek at an 
angle which would enable them to take the attacking cavalry in Oanlv a.s they 
were approacliing At the .same time the black liorso, tlms threatened to he 
attacked in rear, made a .show of wheeling round to fare the enemy, hut only, 
and apparently of set purpose, tlirew themsch^e.s into confusion that tliey miglit 
have a pretext for flight. The eighty Euro]ieans, tlurs leit alone, pre[)ared not- 
Av'ithstanding receive the charge Fortunately for them it was mmeccssavy. 
The two guns of the sepoys, admirably managed by Captain Barlcer, opened 
witli .sueli effect on the attacking party, tliai they galloi)ed off without 
having accompli&licd or even attempted anything. Tally, thn.s left aloire, had 
no clroice but to follow the fugitive.s A cannoiiade had in the meantime com¬ 
menced The .superiority was decidedly with the British; and Tally, on retnrning 
to his infantry, found them impatient under the loss which they were sustaining 
without being l)rought to close rpiarters. Their inipatieuce wa.s seconded by his 
own impetuo,sity, and lie gave tbe orxler to advance. The engagomeut was .soon 
general along tlie whole line. 

The regiment of Torraine, formed in a column twelve in front, advanced 
almost at a run against Goote’s regiment, wl o by his orders reserved their fire 
till their a.ssailaiits were rvithin fifty yards, when they fired a volley with deadly 
effect both on the front and flanks. The column though staggered did not .stop, 
and in an instant the two regiments were mingled in dreadful conflict at the 
point of the bayonet. It did not last long, fur the column, unable to smstain 
the shock, gave way and fled hi disordoi'. About the .same time a tumbril in 
the retrenched tank struck by a shot exploded, killing or wounding eighty men. 
Such was the consternation produced, that a large nnmher of those posted in the 
tank immediately abandoned it. Their example was followed by the 400 scpoy.s, 
To take advantage of this confirsion, Goote ordered Major Breretou to advance 
with the whole of Draper’s regiment and seize the retrenched tank. He had 
j list carried it with great gallantry when he fell mortally wounded. The posses- 
■sion of the tank exposed the left flank of Tally’,s regiment, which, a,s soon a.s 
two field-pieces were brought to play upon it, began to waver. The day was 
now aU but lust to the French, and Bu.ssy, in making a gallant effort to retrieve 
it, Avas taken prisoner. The other wing and centre of the enemy’,s line offered 
little resistance, and the sepoys who Avere posted behind tlie ridgo, on being 
ordered to advance, refused to obey. Tally, now convinced that further resist- 
a,nce was mselens, ahandoued his camp, Avliich the victors immediately entered 
Avithoiit opposition. Had Coote’s black horse been Avorth anything the French 
army must have been utterly dispersed; but instead of charging they kept 
cautiously aloof, overawed by the steady front of the European cavalry, Avho 
anxious to redeem the clisgi-ace of their early flight, enabled Tally to effect the 
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retreat in tolerable order. On passing the fort ho Avas joined by the l)arty a d irao. 
left in charge of the hatteiies, and ha.stenefl off m the direction of Chittapet. 
d'he whole los.s of the French, in killed, Avounded, and prisoners, Avas com¬ 
puted at GOO Europeans The killed and wounded of the British amounted 
only to IDO 

Lally, continuing his retreat, committed the serious blunder of riuitting cootu 
(UiiLfcapet wathoufc i-einforciiig it; and Coote, on whom no advantage was ever chittapet 
thrown aAvay, determined to captin-e it In the meantime Captain Wood, Avho, 
coniinancled at Coverj'jiank, Avas ordered to advance witli liis garrison and 
irive.st the fort of Arcot; and lOOlJ of the black horse Averc sent south to ravage 
the country hetAveen AlumparAnr and Pondicherry, in i-etaliation for the previous 
devastations committed by the French and their Mahratta allies in tlie di.strlcts 
of the English Company. Both expeditions Avere .successful. Tlie Mack horse 
in particular, though tlie}’' liad proA^ed AA'ortldess on the field of battle, Avere 
excellent marauders, and returned Avith 8000 head of cattle, after luiA’ing hinned 
eighty-four villages. In giving .such details one naturally thinks of the fearfid 
amount of mi.sery Avhich must liavc been endured by the native peasantry, 

Avhile thus iin-oluntarily made parties to a Avar in the i.ssue of Avliicli they had 
no interest. Chittapet Avas iriA'Csbed by a detachment on tlie 2Gth of Januaiy, 

I7G0, and made ordy a show of resistance On the 29th, Avl\en the Avliole army 
encamped Avithiu cannon-sbot, a battery of two eighteen-pounders Avas com¬ 
menced and comjdeted in tlie course of the night. At five tlie next morning 
the fire opened, and proved so oftectiA^e tliat the breach Avas nearly practicable 
by eleven. The garrison, consisting of only fifty-six Europeans and 300 scjioys, 
liad no idea of standing an assault, and suiTcndered at discretion. The same 
day Innis Khan, deterred at the com'se of events, quitted the Carnatic with Ml 
hi.s llahrattas. 

On the 1st of Febmary Coote arriA’'ed before Ai'cot. Since the celebrated 
defence by Clive the Avorks of the fort had been much improved. The ditch, 
mostly in the solid rock, luid been dug to an uniform depth of six feet; a glacis 
and covered Avay had been carried entirely round; and from the middle of tbe 
north side of the coA^ered Avaj^-, a strong raA’-elin. mounting six guns and commu¬ 
nicating Avith the for-t by a gate Avith a draAvhridgc, projected. The siege imme¬ 
diately coinmeucod, and the fire of three batteries was opened on the 5tli. OAving 
to a AA'ant botli of artillery and ammunition not much progi'ess was made. The 
approaches, hoAvever, Avere pushed on, and by the 9th not only had the sap 
reached very near the glacis, but two breaches had been made to within six 
feet of the bottom of the rampart. Still much remained to be done ; and the 
means of defence were still unexhausted, Avhen Coote was greatly hut agreeably 
surprised at receiving a voluntary offer of surrender. The terms were soon 
arranged, and the gi-enadiers of the aimy were allowed next morning to take 
possession of the gates. The garrison, consisting of 247 Europeans, and nearly 



IJJSTOEY OF INTJI V 


[Look 111 


G.3() 

A TJ i7i.n as many sepoys, Lad not lost tlii'ec men, and might Lave held (mt for ten days 
longer before the assault could Inn^e been risked. 

The prospects of the Freneli were now gloomy in the extreme Tlieir 
I'l'soiirres were almost exhausted, and the schemes suggested for replenishing 

foi.U'meets treasurv did little more than revive hitter ouarrels and raciimiiiatiuns 

friHii Moiti? between the civil and military authorities CooLc meanwhile continued to reap 
the fruits of his victoiy. Morti;? Ali in Vellore, on hearing that the British 
army had, after the capture of Arcot, oucamped in that direction, feaied that 
he might he called to account for the suspicions, if not hostile course wliich he 
liad for some time pursued, and sent Coote a sum of 30,000 rujieos He refused 
it, stating that he was not authorized either hy the nabob or the ■|u-e&ideucy to 
levy tribute. Mortiz Ali replying that it was a present to liimsclf, as a mark 
of homage to a great commander, according to the custom of the country, the 
money was accepted, but only to he added to the gemn-al stock of the prize- 
money of the army The hononrahle contrast which Coote’s conduct on this 
occasion presents to that of the civil and military auLhorilica in Hengid, when 
similarly tempted, will not he overlooked. 

m-.TOri- Coote marclu-d from Ohittapet on the 26th of February, and arrived on tlie 

ctADa.' 29th at Tlndvvauuun, a ])]aco of large resort, situated at the junction of several 
}'oads leading to Pondiuherry, from which it is only twenty-five i^iiles disLaul, 
The object of this march could not he misunderstood; and the Fi'ench, who had 
commenced the war in the full confidence of e.stahlishiug; an uiidispuLcd .supre¬ 
macy, became aware that tlieir next struggle must he for oxi.steuce. 'J'o prepare 
for the worst, they eudeavourcil to obtain possession of all the eoimnanding posts 
in the vicinity One of the most important of these was llie fort of Permacnil, 
situated about (ughteeii miles north-west of l^ondiclicriy, and capahle both ii’om 
its position and its strength of protecting the intervening territory, It had 
previously heeii in a groat measure overlooked; lait immediately after tlie defeat 
at VVandiwash, Lally saw the use whicli might he made of it, and induced the 
native governor to admit a party of Frencli with some cannon into it, After 
the ca})ture of Ohittapet and Arcot, suspecting that he had eommitled himself 
ti') the losing party, he wrote Coote, pretending that the French had gained 
admittance by surprise, and offering to assist liiin in ou,sting them. It .scorned 
worth while to put Ids .sincerity to the tost; and hence, when the re.st of the army 
was on tiie way to Tiudyvanum, Coote had preceded them with most of the 
cavalry, and two comjianies of sepo 3 '.s, and advanced as far a.s Permaooil. It 
consisted, as usual, of a pettali or town, and a fort; the former Hurvouiided with 
mud walls, and the latter crowning the summit of a ])recipitons rock, rising to 
the height of 300 feet at its narrow end, and gradually lowcr-ing to 200 feet at 
the other. The governor gav» all the asslstajice he had proniisod; hut it would 
have been of little avail had the garrison, though small, been properly provided 
for a siege. Shortly after the attack began their fire slackened from want of 
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ainmnuitioii Still, liowevov, fcliey maintained the defence manfully at a consi- v d itw. 
deriilile loss of life to the hesicgens, and bix: daj'b elapsed liofoi'e they biirrundeied 
Lally on this, as on many otlun- occasions, was only a little too late A large 
detachment was actually on the way to throw 
a considerable rcinfoi cement of men and 
.stores into the fort, when intelligence of 
(Joote’s a])]iioach frustrated the design 

The reduction of the places still in pos 
session of the French might nowbe considered 
as merely a work of time, and the Eritish 
jiroeccdod to attack fort iiftor fort with 
almost imvaiying success It is affiimed, 
indeed, by Lally, that bad they', instead of 
dii'ccting their attention to snljordinate ob¬ 
jects, maichod direct upon Pondicherry, they'- 
might have made themselves nia.ster.s of it in 
eight days On .such a suhjeet he ought to 
be a good authority; but as he makes this 
.statement when his oliject was to show how 
shamefully the authoritio.s had acted in not 
providing better fur its defence, it may be 
[iresnmod that there was some exaggeration 
in it. Coote thought differently^ and therefore acted more cautiously by not cwtim- 
attempting to take Pondiclierry tili it was rendered in a manner defence- .iroumusui- 
less, by the capture of all the places from which it might have drawn assist¬ 
ance, Though the French spuadron had long been withdrawn from the coast, 
and that of the British been reinforced to a strength Avhich it had never 
before possessed, it Avaa not impossible that, as a last re.source, Count d’Ache, 
or some more enterprising naval co-mmander, might make his appearance 
finm the Mauritius, or directly from France, and by throwing in supplies 
enable Pondicherry to maintain a protracted defence. It Avas dcshable, tbero- 
fore, that all the place.s Avhere such ships could rendezvous, and enjoy even a 
temporary protection, should be reducerL The.se places on the Coromandel 
coast were noAV only two: Alnmparva to the north of Pondicherry, and Carrical 
to the south. Coote, still .suffering from a wormd Avhich he had received at 
Peruiacoil, intrusted the .siege of Alnmparva to Ma-jor Munson. It Avas invested 
on the 10th of March, and though a place of some strength, hamng a fort solidly 
built of stone, and inclosed liv a Avet ditch, surrendered at discretion on the 
third day. Carrical being con,sidered a place of more eonsequeirce, the prepara¬ 
tion,s made for besieging it were on a greater scale. As it wa.s intended at the 
same time to maintain as large an army as po.ssible near Pondicheriy, in order 
to intercept all supplies from the smTonnding country, some difficulty Avas 
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found ill procui'ing hucIi a foi’ce as was judgocl adequate. To snpjily LLc dedi- 
ciency 300 marines were obtained from tlio fleet, 100 European firelocks, forty 
iirtiUeryinen, 1000 sepoys, and six fidd-piece.s were brougLi Ifoni Tridiinopoly^ 
mid tiic Eiiig of Tanjore was requested to send bis army, and every kind of 
assistance. Major Monson, who was again to c<'ininaud, Iniving embarked with 
a party of troops fiom Alumjiarva, anchored in the road ol Carricul ou the 28th 
of March, and was Joined, in the coiir.se of the same evening, by a squadron 
which had sailed from Madras witli the artilleiy and stores. GV)nsiderable dis¬ 
appointment wa.s felt when it was discovered that tlie King ol Tanjore had paid 
no attention to the reque.st made to him, and that none ol the exjjccted rein¬ 
forcements liad 3 mt ai'rivcd. It was determined, notwithstanding, to effect a 
landing, and commence the necessary avoiIc.s. It soon appeared that the means 
of defence had heeii greatly overi'ated. fl’he fort, in tlie lorm of a, paralhdogram, 
was regularly constructed, hut was of such limited dimensions as to be ratlier a 
fort hi miniature tlian one for actual service. Its whole length was 100, and 
its hreadtli only .lU yards. Tliis, indeed, was exclusive of tlus bastions, one at 
each angle, but the.se admitted only tlirco guns in their faces To coiiqieusate 
this defect each of the. four cuitains was covered hy a ravelin mounting six 
guns. On tlie oth of April, ten days after the landing, a conisideralfle breach 
liad been effected; and though much remained to be done before, aecesa to it 
could be obtained, tlie governor was summoned to suii'ender Ooiitvary to 
expectation he expressed his rt’adincs.s to do so, provided he were allowed to 
march out with the honours of Avar. When this was refused he made no further 
objection, and resigned the jilaee without firing another shot, fl'lie besiegers 
covdd scarcelj^ credit their success. Only tliieo men, had been killed in the 
attack, and five in the defence “NeA’-er, perJiaps,” says Ojine, “Avasso great 
an armament prepared to snccoed Avith so little, loss, exoiqiting when Do La- 
boui’donnais took Maebas in 171*0'.” 

The capture of these maritime ^ilaces was folloAved by that of Valdorc and 
others, so that Poudicbeny was in a manner hemmed in on every sides; and no 
])laces of any consequence, not in its immediate vieinity, remained in tbu French 
posses^sion, except the forts of Gingee and Thiagur. These, howevesv, conld not 
be any obstacle to the siege of Pondicbeny; and tliis task, AAdiich if accomplished 
would give the finisliing blow to Fi'cncb power in India, was uoav to be, com¬ 
menced in earnest, Lally on liis part was not idle, and turned his attention to 
eA^ery quarter from Avliich it seemed possible that aid could bo <lrawu. Among 
other quarters, he thought of Mysore. Hyder Ali, destined to make an impor¬ 
tant figure in Indian warfare, had succeeded in usurping the whole power of the 
government. With him Lally opened a communicabion throngli the intoiwen- 
tion of a Portuguese monk, who hore the title of Bishop of Halicarnassus, and 
was not unAA'ilbng to employ the infiuence which he acquired in his religious 
character for political purposes. Tlirough him the bargain which enlistqd the 
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Malii'atfcas in tlie Fi'cncli .service liad been couclnclefl, and il was tbcrefoie not 
unlikely that be would be able to conclude a siiuilar bargain with the lly.sorefUJs, 
Hyder Ali, though virtual ruler ol' My,sore, did not feel peifectl}’ .secaire, find 
was tliorefort' aiixion.s to pns.se,ss some })lace of .strength on the frontiers, in which 
he might always ho certain of finding an impregnable asylmn. Thing nr was 
just .such a place ; and he was therefore easily induced to enter into a treaty by 
wliieli be agreed tliat, in retinii for the cession of the forts of Tliiagur and Ehan- 
u.soro, ■which, with their dependencies, “ were to remain the property of the My- 
■soreans iii perpetuity, as long as the flag of France existed in India.” he would 
mmiediatel}' furnish a. hodj^ of 2000 lioi'se and 3000 sepoys, to be employed in 
the French .seiwice, iiml paid at the rate of 100,000 inpee.s a month. After the 
delivery of Tliiagur he -was to sipijily an additional 1000 horse and 2000 sejmys. 
Ali these forc!e.s, united witli tho,se of the French, were to be fir.st employerl in 
clearing the Carnatic, and aftcr-wards in compiering Madura and Tiuuevelly. 
These countries when enm^uered were to belong ab.soiutely to Hyder iUi, wlio 
wa,s, moreover, to receive nearly a half of all the Carnatic conipiests. 

The secret of this negotiation had lieen so well kept, that the Madras }ire- 
sideucy heard of it for the first time on the 24tli of May, while, tliey were bu.sy 
with the preparations for tlie complete blockade of Poudicherry, At first it wnis 
believed to be an idle rumour, wliicli Lally had .set afloat for .some concealed 
pur]io.se; but all doubt on the .subject was set at rest by the acl.unl arrival of tlve 
first division of the My.sore troops at Thiagur on the -ftli of June. Meanwhile 
.small parties bad psisscd undiscovered from Pondicherry to Gingee, and thence 
to Tliiagur. In this way 200 Eiu'opeans lia J been assembled for the purpose of 
accompanying the Mysoreans in their future march to Pondicbcn-y. Attempts 
were made to interrupt their progi-ess, but the}^ dexterously avoided au encountei' 
by changing their course, and on the 23d of June arrived safely at Ariancoopan. 
They had been cumbered with n,n imiuense convoy of cattle, and succeeded in 
bringing 2000 head as far as Trivadi. In order to hasten on, the greater part 
of them were here left behind, and ultimately not more than 300 arrived at 
Pondicbeny. 

Tiie My.sorean.s Avho had arrived wei-e only 1500 cavalry, and had been .sent 
forward fiy Hyder Ali, not so much in fulfilmeut of thb treaty, as to obtain a 
formal ratification of it. Lall^’’ had carried on the negotiation on his own re.spon- 
sibility; but a.s a rumour of bis recall had become xirevalent, Hyder Ali insisted 
that the treaty should be signed not only by liim, bnt by Holeyrit the governor, 
and all tire members of council. This xilaeed them in a kind of dilemma. They 
pn-ofessed to disapipvove of the tei-ms of the treaty, and yet wmre nnwilling to 
lose the benefit of it. They therefore signed; hnt at the same time had recour.se 
to the moan subterfuge of endeavouring to throw the whole responsibility on 
Lally, lay drawing up a secret document, in which they pirotested against their 
own signature, and embodied all their objections. A.S soon as the treaty wim 
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AD i 7 ct> .sigiifxl, all the My,Koreans went away, promLsijig a .speedy return with tlieir 
whole foi'cc and alniudancje of provi.sions They wei'e even bettei' than tlu'ir 
word; for they not only arrived, hut gained a victoiy by the way. Their force, 
coiLsisting of 4000 hoise, 1000 sepoys, and 200 European,s or Lopasse.s of the 
French army, with eight pieces of c.annon, had arrived within .sight ol Trivadi, 
when they were eneouiitored by Major Moore, wluj had gone to intercept thorn 
at the head of ISO European iidautry, 50 hu,s&ar.s, IGOO IJack hor.se, and 1100 
sepoys. The luanifest inferiorit}' of inuuher.s .shordd have made Moore pau.se 
before ri.sls;ing a battle, but either because he was not in a condition to refuse it, 
or from over-coutldeucc, he attempted to .stand hi.s ground, and owing to .some 
uuexjilaiued mischance or misconduct, sustained a di.sgraceful anil total defeat 
The Mysoreans were aftcrward.s allowed to proceed withont interi'uption, and 0 ]i 
their arrival at Pondicherry were received with a long .salute oi cannou. They 
deserved it; fir, heside.s the troops, they brouglit, what wa.s justly deemed not 
less impoj'tant, .3000 Imlloelc.s, carrying theii baggage and drawing their artillery, 
and 3000 more laden with rice and other provisions, 
cuota When Moore met with the alrovc disaster, Coobe wa.s encamped with hi,s army 

vuiai'iml at tlie foot of the hill of Pei-imhd, })repariiig foi- the siege of Villenore, a fort 
about five miles W.R.W. of Pondicherry, and now the only serious obstacle to 
the complete inve,stment of it. Believing that Lidly, as soon as the My,soroan,s 
arrived, would make evoy effort to .save this fort, he proceeded, with that lia])])y 
union of enterprise and caution which characterized all his movements, to 
strengthen hi.s position by a redoubt and .several retrenchments judiciously 
selected, .so as both to protect his army in the event of an attack ly supcrioi' 
nmnbei'.s, and furnish a basis for offen.sive operation,s. Hi.s precautions were 
not unnecessary; for after the Mj^soreans arrived, Lally, determined to lo.se no 
time in relieving Villenore, .set out for that purpose at the head of the, whole 
forces he could muster. Ills imaiber.s were far .superior to the British, and he 
had every pros})ect of compelling Coote either to raise the .siege of the fort, or 
ri.sk an action under unfavourable cii'cumstances in order to maintain it. Lally’s 
bad foiiiure still attended him. The gariison, thougli few in uumher.s, and 
threatened every moment with assaidt, might ea.sily have stood out for two dny,s. 
The commandant thought otherwise, and hung out a dag of truce, whicb was 
in.stantly ibllowed by suiTender. Tlie event boolc both armies equally by sur 
pi'ise, but of course produced very different semsationa Cooto, .suece.ssful at the 
very moment when he least expected it, declared that during the whole cour,se 
muy’H of his career he had never been so fortunate. Lally, who had arrived within 

mant. caBuon-shot, waK horror-struck Avlien ho saw the British flag flyuig on the 

ramparts, and hastened back to seek the protection of the guns of Ariancoopan, 
Coote, shortly after the capture of Villenore, ho,ving been reinforced by 700 of the 
nabob’s force, and 300 of his cavtdry, marched up to the hound hedge with almost 
all hia native troops, but without any Europeans. His object wa,s to try the 
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Lerapov and courage of tlie Irlyaoreans Ijy defying tlicni to an encountci' ■^vitL d irc.ii, 
their own coniitrymcn. Previous events had discoiu'aged them, and they doeliiied 
the challenge, 

The junction of the Mysoreans with llie French was nob so founidahle in its 

.... firidUy quit 

uircci} its lit its indirect eonsequencea llie nabob's rev^eimcs could not lie coi- run<iK,!,..ny 
lected in the face of marauding parties, and ^^et there was no otlier .soiirce horn 
which the fund,s nece.ssary to carry on the war could he obtained, as tlie direc¬ 
tors at iiome iiad intimated tiieir rc.sohition not to supply them, and the Bengal 
presidency, instead of Ijeing able, as the directors imagined, to meet the v ants of 
the other presidencie,s, had been obliged to borrow largely for its own necessities. 
Pecmiiary einbari'as.smcnts, however, was now the oidy danger to he feared, 
tor reiuforceinent.s were arriving from different quarters, and in ])arhicular, 
towards the beginning of August, six Company ship.s arrived, having on hoard 
GOO men drafted from regiments in England. The French, on the contrary, were 
rapidly hecoming weakened. The My.soreans, increa.sed to about 10,000, were 
unable to render any service equal to the monthly pay for wliich thej’ had 
stipulated; and, notwithstanding their dexterity as marauders, failed to bring in 
provisions aullicieut for their own consumption. Iso soom-i' was the pres,sure of 
want felt than they began to repent of their French alliance. De.strtions in 
consecpieuce became so uunieroas, particularly among the sepoys, as greatly to 
thin their ranks, The horse, possessing better means of regaining their homes 
when they should deem it expedient, remained more steadily at their post,s, but 
at last, when they found their corauiunications with the open country gradually 
narrowed, the greatest part of the whole body suddenly decamped in one night 
from the glacis of Pondicherry. They were hotly pursued, and suffered much 
from British detachments before they made their escape. A few nights after, 
those who had remained, trs well as a division of 500 who had retraced their 
stops ill order to elude pursuit, moved off, and in a slmrt time not one Mysorean 
remained. 

Tlie time seemed now arrived for establishing a complete blockade of Pondi- 
cherry both by sea and land. It was necessary for this pui'pose that the a. 
bound hedge, with its redoubts, should he in possession of the British army, and 
that the squadron should remain on the coast even during the approaching 
monsoon. Coote thought it, moreover, necessary that the fort of Ariaucoopan 
should be captured. The force necessary for this purpose was estimated at 800 
Europeans; but it seemed doubtful -whether such a number could be safely 
withdrawn from the camp, which mustered in all, inclusive of gaimon and 
detachments, only 2000 European and (1000 native troops. It was therefore 
determined, in order to prevent the aumy from being too much weakened, to 
employ the maiines of the squadron on shore. They amounted 'in all to 422 
Europeans, and were landed at Cuddalore on the 27tli of August, Another 
seasonable reinforcement wrkS obtained on the 2d of September, by the arrival 
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of several Coinjiari}'' ships, having on hoa-rd [lart oi a liigliland regimoiiL Tliey 
were under eouvoy of three sliips of war, two oi iliem ol .sixty guns eaeli il'liese 
joined to the other .siiips increased the whole scpiadron now befoie I'ondiclierry, 
under the command of Admiral Stevens, to seventeen sail of the lino. 

The joy caused hy the arrival of Lhe.se sliips and troojis wa.s mucli damped 
Ity the eommi'^smns winch they hiought from the Whir Oliico, a])poiutiiig llajor.s 
Brei'etou and Moiisou lieutenant-colonels, wifcli prior date to the conuidssioii of 
(Jolouel Coote. Thi.s ihstiiiguLshcd officer Avas tines virtually superseded at the 
very iiiomenb when he Avas ])rcparing to crown all lii.s ex[)]oils h}' a final 
triumph The iiijubtice done himAva.s, however, I'athcr acchlcntal Lhan piemcdi- 
fated. Coote Itad been oiigmally appointed to Bimgal, and the comuii.ssioiis liad 
Ijeeii Lssutid under the beliid’ that he Avas actually .serving, or at least about to 
Serve there, as the ue\A^ colonels were expre.ssly ordered not to as.sert their com¬ 
missions while he remained on the coast Major llreroton had, a.s avo liave seen, 
mot a .soiclier’s death at WhindlAvash Monson was still at lii.s post, and might 
have done himself honour by contmuiug to serve under Coote as before, 'J’his 
temporary ob.scuration of ra.nl<;, liowover, was too great a sacriliuc, and the 
utiiio.st Avliicli he could bring himself to jiroposo wa.s to retire to MadraiS. This 
could nut be listened to, and Coote, iimnediately glA^iiig oaut the coimnaud of the 
army to him, prepared to sail for Bengal. As a matter of cum.se he meant to 
take his regiineut along with him, hut geuei'(.)u.s]y eonsoiited to leave it behind, 
when the presidency alleged that it could not he Avaiited, and Aloason evc'ii 
declared that ou its departure tlie blockade of Pondicherry Avould he rai.sed 
He ma}^ have made this declaration the more readily in couHoqueueu of a bold 
attempt Avhich Lally made to take the Briti.sb camp by snrpri.se. Being ])er- 
fectly aAvare tliat be was in no comhtion to stand a sii-'ge, ho mustm'cd all his 
forces for an expiring effort. It was concerted witli some skill and so iiiueli 
secrecy, that ( oute, though he had many spies in Poudielierry, AVas totall}' 
unaAvaru till the attaclc actually commenced. On tlic -1th of September tlie 
Avholo of Lally's disposable troops, amounting to 1-100 European, iiifaiitry, 100 
European liO)’,se, and 900 sepoys, having marched out of the toAvn, and passed 
the boundary hedge, approached the British camp in four divisions, to take 
possession of the post wliicli liad been previously assigned tliein. By .some 
mistake, tlie division which ought to haA'e been tlie most effective of all, as it 
was ill the rear of the camp, did not arrive in time to commence tlie attack 
when the concerted signal Avas given; and the other diAd.sion.s, di.sappoiuted 
when the expected diversion Avas not made in tlicir favoim, were obliged, after 
a partial success, to retire. 

The intended attempt on Ariancoopan had been abandoned in dcferaice to 
tlie objections of Monsoii, avIio was now able to carry on the siege according to 
ills oAvn. plans. His first object was to seize the four redoubts vvhicli Avere placed 
in the openings of the bound hedge, and commanded the leading avenues to 
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tlie town With this view a night attack was resolved, and would have com- •, r> nuo 
plctoly succeeded hut for a blunder similar to tliat to which Lally had owed ” 

Ids failure. The rear of one of the leading division,s becoming se])arated by mis¬ 
management from tlie van, caused so much delay that daylight began to ajipear, 
and enabled the defenders of one of the redoubts to open a nuu’dcrous ih-e Tlje 
very first shot from a twenty-four poinider, double loaded with langrage, killed 
c'leven men and wounded twenty-six. Among the latter was Colonel Iflonhou 
himself, struck with a piece of iron wdrich broke botli the hones of his leg 
Notwithstanding this disaster two of the redoubts were carried. 

Colonel Monson’s wound might have been followed by fatal results to the cwi- 

1 . ,,,, M 1 A-t ^ 1 flip 

besiegers, Jho olncerncxt in command was a Major Rolcrt Gordon, vho luicl Cjiiiiii iiul 
more than once absented himself from his post in the hot r of dangei; and was 
in other respects incompetent, h’ortnnately Coote hail not ja t .sailed for Bengal, 
and readily consented, at the request both of Monson and the pi'csidcncy, to 
re,snme the command, and finish the work whicli he had so well begun, lie 
arrived only in time, Gordon, as obstinate as igiioraut, liad ri.skcd tin* recaptui’e 
of the redoubts, by refusing to take the advice of a wiser officer tliiiii himself. 

General discontent also, produced by a deficient supply of piovision.s and sick¬ 
ness, had begun to prevail. Under Coote’s skill and vigorous cnnniuind the 
gatlieiing clouds disa])pcai'ed, 01' the two remaining redonhl.s in the bound 
hedge one rvas voluntarily abandoned by tlie enemy without a struggle, and the 
other forced, though not without .some loss to the assailunt.s. In conbeijiicnce 
of the,se ,succe,sse.s' the wliole of the hound hedge was in po.s.ses.sion of tlie be¬ 
sieger,s, who were thus enabled to convert one of the main defences of the town 
into a new means of aiiuoyarice. 

October had now arrived, and active operations were nece.ssarily iiostponed in I’otKiiciiMn’ 

^ blookiUk'il 

the pro.spec't of the approaching mousooii. Tliis temporary cessation of ho,stilitio.s, 
iiow'cvcr, afforded no real relief to Pondicherry Its worst enemy wa,s witliin. 
Provisions had begun to fail, and uiile.ss new supplies could be obtained, famine 
must soon compel a .suiTeiider. To dimiui,sh the consuinptiou, Lally proposed the 
immediate expulsion of the black inhabitants, but the gmieral council which he 
as.seuil lied to consider the subject did not see the necessity of the case .so .strouglj' 
ns lie did, and broke up without a decision. Many of* tlie Eiu'opean families, 
however, obtained Cooteis permission to pass without interruption to the i)ani.sh 
or Dutch settlements on the coast. 

Tlie attempts made by Lally to obtain pi'ovisions generally failed. As a last 
resource he entered into a negotiation with the Mahratte, who had again made tiwMuL. 
their appearance, in the hope of turning the course of events to their own profit. 

Gingee, which had once belonged to them, was the gi-eat object on whicli their 
hearts were set, and Bakjee Rao must have been strongly tempted when he 
was offered 500,000 i'upee.s in hand the moment he should appear with his army, 
and the cession of Gingee as soon as the aii^e of Pondicherry should he raised. 
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\.D i 7()0 The Mahratta chief was too cautious and wily to commit himself at once, and 
protracted the negotiation till the opportunity Avas lost 

Preparations VJ'cre now made to coiivcrt tlie l)Ioekado oi Pondicherry into a 
regirlar siege, and on the ICth of NoAminhev a vessel laden witli ail tlie neces¬ 
sary stores arrived from Madras. Lally, seeing these preparations, could no 
longer consent to postpone the execvition ol the pioposal he had made more 
than a month hcdbrc', and turned ont of the gates the Avliolo oi the iiatiAn’s, Avith 
tlie exception of a fcAV retained as domestics, to the numher of 1 100, of hotli 
sexes and all ages. They made their way to the boundary hedge, liopliig they 
would be poiniitted to pa.ss, but it Avas only to meet Avitli treatmout more ruth¬ 
less tharr tluit of their expulsion. The PiitisJi mitpo.shs droAn them hack, arid 
they gathered in despair at the foot of the glacis, imploring re-admiasiou When 
it A\'as infused, some attempti'd to clamber oaxu- into the covered way, and Avere 
fired upon and killed Seven days the wretched survivors k’cjit Avajidering 
betAveen tlie town and the British posts witliout shelter, and with no food 
except tlie roots of grass Avhich they picked up. The guilt of this horiid iiilm- 
maiiity Avas shared both by besiegers and besieged, but by uo means in an equal 
degree. Lally could plead necessity for Avhat he had done; CooLu could plead 
nothing hut the advantage which he might gain hy an act of hoi’rid inhumanity 
Pour 1 icochet batteries, intended oul}'to harass the garrison by a eross lire 
of ricochet shot along the streets and I'amparts, Avero opimed near' midnight oi‘ 
the Sth of Docemher, and continued their fire at intervals during tl^e six 
following days. It tlid Ansy little execution, and Avas scarcedy worth the 
ammunition expended ujron it, though it certainly had the effect oJ' increasing 
the fatigue of the garrison Avlieii very little able to bear it. They had been put 
on an alloAvance of a pound of rice a flay, AAotli a little meat at intervals; but 
even this limited cou.suurption so inricli exceeded some casual siqipliiss by sea,, 
that by the end of December the public store did not contain jirovisiou for 
more tharr three clajss At this time, lioweA’'er, they derived some I'clief fiom an 
unexpected quarter. On the very last day of the year 1760. while the British 
squadron, in all tAvelve sail, Avere riding in Pondicherry llnad, a sudden hurricane 
arose. Six of the Amssels foundered, or were driven, a.shore, and no fewer than 
1000 Europeans belonging to them perished. 'Phe disasters Avot'e not confined 
to the sea. All the tents and temporary caserns of the camp wei'C blown to 
]riece.s; the ammunition brought out for immediate use was desti'oycd; and the 
sea breaking over the beach, and over-flowing the whole tract as far as the 
houndary hedge, ruined all the batteries and redoubts Avhich the arm_y had raised. 
The inhabitants of Pondicherry, when the snn rose clear the next morning 
UosikhstTy and .showed them the general devastation, regarded it as a deliverance from 
Heaven. Had only 300 men been able to march out three hours after daylight, 
they Avonld not have found 100 of the besiegers together to resist them. Thir-,. 
however, was impossible, Thouglr the garrison had suffered little, they could 
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not cany thoir amuimiition dv_y, nor diag the aitilleiy ov^er immdated fielda lu nn 
They could, theicfore, do little nioro than give ntteraiice to earnest wi'^he^i that 
ships expected with .sujijdies from Madagii'^car inig'ht airive while the British 
sf^utidruiL was dispui.^ed or diiveii from the coa&t Even tlie&e wishes ■'Oon failed 
them, and with re- 
iieweil despondency 
they saw their road 
ag-aiu blockaded by 
eleven sail of the line, 
consisting chiolly of 
those which had wea¬ 
thered the storm, and 
others which had 
escaped it by being 
at the time at sea be¬ 
yond its reach Tlie 
damaged works of the 
be,siegers also were re- 
])nired, whilo the gar¬ 
rison were so pressed 
bj’’ want that, wlren 
they had by a well 
conceived and executed attack carried a redoubt and taken a considerable 
numbin of prisoners, Lally, to save the additional drain on his store of provi¬ 
sions, wa,s obliged to make an open confession of apirroaching famine by sending 
them hack on their parole 

On the ] 0th of Jamiary a battoiy of ton guns and three mortars opened its 

. sundud^r of 

fire, and trenches were Leguii ou the north side, jusfc within the skirt of the romiiLhoio 
Blaneherie, or Bleaching I’owii, the houses of which afforded good cover; shortly 
after a hattcry was completed within 450 yards of the walls. The garrison 
scarcely attempted to interrupt these works They saw their approaching fate, 
and seem to have thought it useless to attempt cither to ward it off or ti i 
postpone it. Another battery wai> about to be commenced about i.jOj’aixls 
nearer the walls It proved unnecessary On tlie loth, as the sun was setting, 
a flag was seen approaching ffom the town It preceded a deputation, consist¬ 
ing of Colonel Dun’e, commandant of the royal artillery, Father Lar'aur, 
superior of the J esuits, aud Moracin and Courtiu, members of the council, with 
an interpreter. They were the bearers of two memorials, one signed hy Lally, 
and the other by the governor and council. The one hy LaDy was very charac¬ 
teristic, both in its style and .suhstaaice. As if he had been about to dictate 
terms, not to receive them, he .set out with a long and irrelevant preamble, in 
which he asserted that the “English had taken Chandernagore against the faith 
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of tlio troiiticb of uciiti-alitj'--wiiicli had always, s,ubsisfed between tiu‘ Enropcaii 
nations iu Bengal, and especially bietw^ccii the Engli.sh ;uid lo'cneli, and that 
■‘the government of Madras had refused to fulfil tlie conditions <;f a, cartel con¬ 
cluded between the two crowns.” Owing to this conduct it was “out of hi.s powci', 
as res[H)nsil)lo to the court of Eraiicc, to propose any capitulation for the city of 
roudicherry;” but “the troojis of the king and oonipany surrciulei' themselves, 
for want of provisions, prisoners of war to his Britarinjc majesty, conlbr'inably 
to the terms of the cartel ” In consetiucnce of this surreinlcr “ Mr Ooote rimy 
to-morrow morning at eight o’clock take possession of the Yilleiioie gate; and 
on tire same hour the next day of tiro gates of the citadel; and, as lie has 
the force in his own hands, he may dictate such further conditions as ho may 
tliink ])roper ” This, strictly speaking, linushed Lally’.s part In the sui'innder; 
hut lie eoiitiuued as follows:—“ From a, priuci])lo of justice and humanity alone, 

J demand tliat the mother and sisters of Rajah Sahib be permitted to seek an 
asylum wheresoever they shall think proper, or tliat they remain prisoners with 
the English, and be not delivered into the hands of Mahomed Ali Khan, still 
tino-ed with the hluod of the fatliiu- and husband, wliich he, shed, to the shame 
indeed of those who delivered up Chuiida tiahib to him, lint to the .shame like- 
■wise of the conunander of the Eiigli,sh anviy, who ought not to have siilferod such 
a barbarity to lie committed in his camp.” Laliy's memorial concluded with his 
consent “that tlie members of the council of Poudiclierry make their own repre¬ 
sentations on what may more inmiediately concern their particular interests, and 
those of the colony.” 

The governor and council .seem to have determined that if they did not 
obtain all tliey Avished it would not he because they had omitted to ask for it 
The recpnsiiiony of their meinoria.1, accordingly, were of the following purport: 
—Tha,t the honso.s of the iuhahitants be preserved, and “their eifects and mer¬ 
cantile goods left to their own disposal;" tliat “in their hwour the Roman 
Catholic religion was to be maintained; the churches, the houHO.y of t.lu; eccle.sias- 
tics, and the religions orders, whether rvithiu or without the city, be preserved, 
Avith everything belonging to them; the mi.ssionaries be free to go and come, 
and receive uiidev the Englisli flag the same protection as they had under the 
French;” and that “no buildings or edific‘.c.s, and no part of the fortifications 
he destroyed till the decision of their respective sovereigns.” Ooote I'cturned 
a Avritteii answer to Laliy’s memorial, declining discussion on the subject of 
Chandernagore as iiTelevant, or to he hound hy a cartel which was .still the suh- 
jeet of dispute, liAit offering to accept of the surronclor at the time .stated; the 
troops becoming prisonci's of war*,“to he treated at hi,s discretion, Avliich .shoidd 
not ha without linmanity.’' As to the mother and sisters of Rajah Saliih, they 
“should he escorted to Madras, wliere proper care should he taken for their safety, 
and they should not on any account he delivered into the hands of the Nabob 
Mahomed Ali.” 
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Oil tlie IGtl) of Jannaiy tlie gretia(1ier.s of C'ootc’s reghneiit took possession ad itci 
of tlie Villonoi-e gate; and in tlic evening Lally, vdio was apprehensive of 
tumult, anticipated the period fixed hy delivering up the citadel On the fol¬ 
lowing luoruing the British tlag was lioistcd, and saluted by a thousand pieces uniiopnU 
(u cannon, being thoNe of every slap in the road, of all tlie posts and batteries. inVunai 
of the field artillery, and of the ramparts and defences of Pondicherry. Tlicre 
cannot be a doidit tliat the surrender was inevitable, as tlie provisions would 
not bave sufficed for two days inora No fault could tlierefore be found with 
M Lall 3 ' for not protracting an impossible defence, and jvt it was too evident 
that the inhabitants generally regarded him as tlie prime cause of their disaster, 
anrl would willingly have wreaked their vengeance upon him. On tlie third day 
aftcr the surrender, when he wa.s about to depart for Madras, about 100 ]ier- 
son.s, mo.st!y officer.s, and also two members of council, assembled at the gate, 
and the ninmout he came out in his palanquin, assailed him %vith hisses, threats, 
and opprobrious epithets. Dubois, the kings coimnissaiy, on coming ont an hour 
after, was attacked iu the same wa}'. Stung at this reception, he stopped and said 
that he was ready to answer any one. The raslicliallenge was instantly accepted 
1)3’ a man of the name of Defer, who at the .second pass laid iiim dead at liis feet. 

It was a bai'barous assassination, fur Dxibois was an old intm and slmvt-.sighted ; 
and yet such was the feeling of the bystanders that lus death was regarded as a 
ineritoiiouH act, and not one of them would assist ins servants in burying liim. 

I'hero is rea.smr to believe that this inhumanity was, at least in some of those 
■wlio manifested it, tlie result not merety of personal hatred. Duliois was known 
to Inive taken formal protests against the abuses and hTegnLa]’ities which he liad 
detected in the leading officials, and meant to submit them to the home govern¬ 
ment. That the knowledge of this fact had something to do witli his assassina¬ 
tion ina }3 without any want of charit 3 '', he inferred from the conduct of the 
registrar, wlio, the moment the old man fell, came forward and seized his paper.s. 

Tliey wei-e never heard of afterwards. 

The total numhei’ of European military taken in the town amoiinterl to niapiitt, be- 

, , . twtseaCooto 

2072; the civil iirhahitants were 381 ; the artillery fit tor service were oOO pieces nndtiie 
of cannon and 100 mortars and howitzers. The arms, ammunition, and militaiy pmX.cv. 
stores were in ecpial abundance. Great were the rejoicings at Maefras on account 
of this most important capture; but amid ail the.se rejoicings a delicate question 
ai'ose, and threatened to mar the liarmony between the chil and the military 
authoritie.s. To whom did Poudieheny belong ? It was .surrendered b 3 ’ Lally 
to his Britannic majesty, and so accepted bj' Coote. Mr. Pigott understood the 
matter different!)’; and on the fourth day after the surrender demanded that 
Pondicherry should be delivered over to the Madras pre.sidenC 3 ’-, as having 
become the property of the English East India Company. Coote demurred, and 
stihmitted the demand to a eouneil of war, composed of the leading officers of the 
armjr and naAy engaged in the capture. Their opinion was that the demand 
Voi,. 1, 81 
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could not he mtunbiined; hut Mi'. Pigott, when he fonnd iirguinent uiui vailing, 
cut the matter hlioi't, h}' intimating that if Pondicherry were not ih'livured the 
presidency would not fnmish money for the pay of the king's tioops, or the snh- 
sistenee of the Fi-ench prisonons. As there was no other source fiom which tlie 
nece.ssiiry funds could he drawn, tlic council of war had no alternative but to 
yield the point under protest 

The war which the British and French carried on in India had rroin the 
first been truly a war of extermination The existence of the two nations thert; 
as independent rival powei.s was »l(‘cmc<l iiupossibh', and both tlnu'd'ote saw 
that one or other must pei'ish Accoidiiigly, when Lally sailed Ci'oiii France at 
the head of an expefh'tion which anticipated nothing but a Rcries of bi'inni[)h,s, lie 
was instructed by his government to destroy any British niaritiine possession in 
India that should fall into his hands These instructions were intercepted, and 
furnished a plausible ground for retaliating' the baibarous policy Avliicli they 
enjoined. The presidency of Madras, therefore, as soon as Pondicherry was 
delivered over to them, issued orders for the domolition of its fortil'Lcation.s. 
They were speedily obeyed, and the citadel and all the other defonee.s vvci'b 
conv^ei'ted into hc!ip.s of ruiirs 

With the fall of Pondicherry the French power in India was to all intents 
annilnlated; but three jilaces of some importance sUll rimiained to be reduced 
—tiie settlement of Malm, on the Malahar coast, and tlio forts of Gingee 
and Thiagitr in the Carnatic. Malici, situated seven miles south-east of T’elli- 
cherry, occuiiicd a height at the mouth of a stream which descends from llie 
Western Ghauts In ihs immediate vicinity are scvei'al bills. Two of them, 
like itself on the south bank of the stream, Avere crowned with .small fort,s, but 
its chief defence was Fort St George, occupying a larger lull on the other liank. 
The only depeiuleneies of Mahd were five small forts situated at some dist'ance 
to tlie north, and a factorjr at Calicut. Tn the beginning of Jaiiuarj'-, 1701, 
.several ves,9e]s from England Iiad landed troops at Tellielmrry, to be ('inployed 
in the reduction of Malui; I)vit as it lies within the limits of the Bombay pi'esi- 
dency, it wois necessary to have their authority before attacking it, and Llii.s 
authority did not arrirm before the beginning' of Februai'y The iiiti'rval Avas 
diligently employed by the goAmmor in forming alliances Avltli the ■neighbouring 
chiefs. Their as,si.stance Avas absolutely necessary, fur the Avliole European mili¬ 
tary available for defence did not exceed 100, wliile their assailants, under Major 
Hector Monro, amounted to 900 European and 700 native troop,s. Though the 
chiefs had promised, liberally, when the push came not a single man appeared; 
and the go'vcruor counted him.self fortunate Avhen, iu,stead of being obliged to 
Surrender at di.scretion, he e'ffected a capitidation, which in addition to other 
advantages secured to the garrison the full honours of war, and their conveyance 
at British, expense to the Isle of Bourbon or to Europe. Qiugoe had been pre¬ 
viously invested by Captain Stephen Smith with eight eompanies of sepoys. It 
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was couiniaiidcd liy one of Lallj's ofHcova of tlie iiiiinc uf Macgrcgor, fl’lio, on 
lieing- aiiinnionod, answured, that even if Lcsicgfifl hy 100,000 men Ilie forth 
could ii(d Lc reduced in three years. His garrison consisted only (jf 130 Euro- 
peMUS, (!00 sepoys, and 1000 L'olleries, or natives of the adjoining liiils; hut he 
helieved the mouiitain.s to he iiupreg'nahlo, and displayed a security which 
would not have heen justiiiahie even if they were really so. He paid the 
penalty, and one- of lii.s inipregnable forts was .scaled and t;dcen by srnpiis'e. 
'i’his, however, was only a partial succes,s, for the two strongest forts still held 
out, and had a pow'erful auxiliary in the deadly nature of the climate, under 
which the sepoys, though ]()()() had been added to their lunnher, were rapidly 
melting array. Maegregor, however, after all his blustering, lost lu'art, ami 
offered to eapitulate The 16™!,?, though .souiowhai extravagant, rver-e I'eailil}’ 
couceded, and on the 5th of Ajiril he marched out with all the honours of war. 
d'hiagur, which had returned to the French after their alliance with the ilyso- 
reans was broken up, shared the same fate, after a blockade and bombard¬ 
ment of sixty-five days b}’ Major Pre.stoii. Though tliere was little prospect of 
reducing i(/ except hj' famine, the governor capitulated, with two months’ pro¬ 
visions still in store; and ns if unconscious of the advantages of Ids position, 
only asked to receive the aanio treatment as the troops talvcn in Pondicherry. 

I’lie fate of Lally deserve.? to he reconled His unpopularity in India 
preceded Ids arrival in France; and though with the consciou.sness of injured 
innociuice ho took the initiative, and brought formal aecu.sation.s against the 
leading officials to whose negligence and misconduct he attributed the disasters 
in which his command had terminated, he soon foiuid himself put upon his own 
defence. The arrogance of his manner and the intemperance of his language 
had raised up ii liost of enemies, wlio assailed liun with venomoirs tongues, ami 
hruught all sorts of r.'uliug accusations against Jdm. These were received hy the 
government with willing ear-s. The los.y of India, after all the sanguine Iropes 
which had lieeii entertained, had filled the public mind with astonishment and 
indignation ; and ministers behoved cither to bear the responsibility' or transfer 
ii from their own to some otlier shoulders. There was no difficulty in selecting 
the victim, and Lally was confined in the Bastile. Father Lavaur, the Jesuit, 
whom we have seen forming part of a deputation at the surrender of Pondi- 
clierry, had returned to France and died. Among'his napei’s were found two 
documents, the one a fulsome panegyric, the other a defamatory libel on LaUy, 
Considered as evidence, the documents could only neutralize each other; but 
there were drcuinstaucea in Luvaur’s conduct wliich ought to have thrown the 
balance in Lally's favour. Not only Wivs the Jesuit known to he a hitter hater, 
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but also an unscrap idous liar. As if ruined by the cairture of Pondicheiry, be 
bad petitioned the government for a small pension as a means of .subsistence, 
and yet be bad died worth £00,000, in gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. 
The evidence of such a man was worthless; and yet it was .shamelessly paraded 
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before the public, cloubLle&b with the view of exciting auLipatliy if it cuukl not 
establish guilt. At'tei lying eighteen montlis m tlic Uiistilo, Lully was eonfionteil 
with his aecuseis, hut betra3’ed liis old hauglity and intractalile spirit to such 
a degree as not onl_v to cxasjierate the witnesses, but to prejudice the judge 
ii[)pointcd to report on the case Under such circumstances tlie lesnlt could not 
be doubtful Then, as novr, a trial in des]')otic I'T.ince, when political ends were 
to be gained by a conviction, was a mere mockery After the lapse of other 
eighteen months, the case was ripe for decision, and the jiarliameiit of Pai is 
were subservient enough to do what the coiu't expected of tlaau ddu'y found 
the accused guilty of having hetrajmd the interests of the king, the state, and 
the East India Compan}’-, and condemned liim to be attainted and beheaded 
Before tlio sentence was made known he was taken before the com fc, degraih'd 
from his military rank, stripped of his military orders, and then removed, not. 
to the Eastile, which was irow coii.sidered too honouiahle- a jilace for him, but to 
the common criminal Jail When the sentence was read to him he threw up his 
hands to heaven, and exclaimed, “ Is this the reward of fovt}'--five _years' service!” 
and snatching up a ]iair of compasses which lay with some nupis ou a table, ho 
made aii artemtd to pierce his hcait. He failed, and rvas doomed to diink the 
bitter eup to tlie dregs That very afternoon he was taken out of prison witli a 
large gag in his mouth, to prevent him from addressing the spectators, carried 
in a common cart to the Place de Giuve, and there beluiaded lie was in the 
sixty-hfth j^ear of hi.s age. Three men of note—Labourdonnais, Diijiloix, and 
Lally—had thus been Judieiall}" murdered in order to divert the public hatred 
from the incompetent and corrupt officials of the French East India Company, 
Can it be doubted that au institution which called for sireh monstrous aacriliees 
more than deserved all the calamities which had fallen upon iti 

In following out the course of events in the (Jarnatic, we have heen led away 
from the not less important events which, during the same period, liad occurred 
in Bengal, and were heginning, after the first excitement was or^er, to nnfold 
their true character. 
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(CHAPTER XII. 

Meui' Jafiier iisiljobj and Clive governor of liciigal—Attempt upon it Ity the ilogul'a &oii—Hostilities 
with the Dutch—Departure of Cli\e—Ilis successois, Holwell and Ahiii&ittart—Afeer Jafher cluposcrl, 
and Meer Cossiui appointed nabob—Alcer Cob&im deposed, and Aleer Jaflicr icinstated—Kuguin- 
iid'Dowi.ih titular nabob—Clive’g second government—Dewannee of Bengal, Debar, and Onssa 
gi anted to llie Company, 


LIVE htifl found it .a compiu-atively eayy task to ]>ut Surajali ati ir-,7 
Dowlah to flight and place Mecr Jaffier on tlie inuMiiuI. To keep 
him there, and induce liim to govern with Avisdoni and vigour, 
was a task of greater difficulty. This was partly owing to the 
indiffereni character and very modeirite abilities of the new 
nabob, Init still more to the circumstances in wliich he was ])laeed His fellow- N’.ni.iii-iuiJ 
conspiratoi's naturally expected to share largely in the fruits of his success, and .niinT' 
took offence ^vllon the rewards wliich the}’- received fell shoit of the extravagant 
value which tliey attached to their services. Tlie distribution of large sums of 
money had been anticipated; but in the very first days of the govcrnincnt, the 
greater part of what hatl been found in Surajali Dowlali's frea.suij Lad been 
I'et^nired to meet the fir.st instalments due to the Company, and pay the enor- 
mou,s sums granted or extorted under the name of pre.sents to their seiwanff. 

Thus, at the outset, wlien nothing but a liberality approaching to lavishne.ss 
could have gratified the selfishness of the nabob's courtiers, and conciliated the 
good-will of the population generally, he was compelled either to practise a 
niggardliness whicli made him contemjitiblc, or to have recourse to measures of 
extortion which made him detested. When pimsuing the object of his aiiiLition, 

Meer Jaffier had readily promised everything that was asked of him. Tlie 
performance was tlren both distant and conditional, and many things might 
occur before it could either he asked or enforced; and he had imagined, as (Irme 
ex])re,ssly states,' that “his liljeralities to indmcluals, who wmre the head.s of the 
Eugli,sh nation, would relax their strictness in tlie public terms.'’ In plainer 
word.s, be thought that the large sums which he had given a.s presents would 
have ojiorated as bribes, and disposed the rucijiients to overlook deMcatimis 
where tlie interests of tlie Company only were concerned. Great, therefore, was 
Ids disappointment, not unmingled with indignation, when he found Clive 
.sternl}^ insi,sting “ on the payments of the treaty’ moni&s a.s tliey hecame due." 

There was anotlier kind of interference which touched the nahoh more nearly, 
and is said to have been regarded by him 'with abomination, The authority of 
a nabob witliin bis own province was ab.solute, and Mber Jaffier, when seated 
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on the mnsimd, was not fli.s])Ose(l to relinij^ulsli any of Llie powers which luul 
heeii cxci'ciscd hy his preiloccssors. Tie had partialities and liatrods, and did 
not ciioosc that <'omtnand.s in the army, or the admuustration of the ,yovorn- 
nient, should he intrusted to any hut his own favoLirites. Ho accordingly 
meditated many changes; but when he wouhl have carried them into ('tfect, he 
was mortified aho\p measure to Hud tliat another consent hcside his own was 
necessary. Some of Lliese changes ivould have heen vio]ati(ms of promises made 
and even sworn to; others of them woidd have been contrary to sound policy; 
and on these and similar gTonnds Clive did not hesitate to tell him hhintly tliat 
he would not permit them. Who then is master!’ was the rpu'stioii which the 
na])oh put to himself; and from that monunit his resolution was taken to eman- 
ci[iate himself from dlritish ascendemy. He was carefid, however, to do noflilng 
which could excite the least suspicion of a change in his I'eeliugs; iuid thei'efore, 
while Clive continued at Moorshedahad, nothing could exceed the dcli'rcui'e paid 
to all his wishes and opinions, and both the nabob and liLs sou lived witli him 
on terms of intimacy and familiarity 

On the I-1th of September, 1757, Olive liaving set out for (JalcuLLa, leaving 
Watts, ]\Ianniugliam, and Scrafton at Moorshedahad, to transact the Oouipaiiy’s 
affairs, Meer Jaflier lost no time in ejideavouring to cany out bis own viow,s 
The leading agents in the conspiracy which overthrew Surajab Dowlah were 
Hindoos, Tlirough them chielly the previous negotiation with Olive and Lhe 
other servants of the Company had been carried on; and it was tlierofove 
lu’obable that through them also their future influence in the government would 
be exercised. Ileasuning tlnis, the nabob’s first object was Lo curtail, and, if 
liossible, extinguish the power of the Hindoos. At the head of them stood 
Roydullub the dewan. With him, tlierefore, itivas pro])osed to begin, but with 
the greatest caution, for Roydidiub, aware of the feeling witli wliich he was 
regarded at court, not only stood upon his guard, lint had obtained from Clive 
a guarantee of personal safety. The first step taken against him vms indirect, 
and was important only ii.s an indication of what might lie expected to follow. 
Eamramsing, who, besides being bead of the .spies, was Rajah of Midnapore, was 
summoned to Moorsliedabad to settle the accounts of his district. Reing consi¬ 
derably in arrear, and smspicious of what was intended, he did not go in jier.sou, 
but sent his brother and nephew, wlio were immediately thrown into prison. 
Roydullub, with whona Ramramsing had always heen closely connected, believed 
that tlii.s violent proceeding was the precursor of a similar requisition bo himself, 
and established connections in different quarters, determined, if neces,saiy, to 
repel force by force. He was even susjieeted of having stiired up two rebellions 
—one by Ramramsing, who, on hearing how his brother and nephew had been 
treated, assembled 2000 horse and 5000 foot, with which .he threatened to retire 
into the jungles with -which his couuUy abounded; and tbe other by Ogul 
Sing, whom Surajah Howlah had appointed governor of Purneah. 
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These levolts, Loth he.ided by ILudous, and piesiiincd to have boon uisti- 
c;ated ])y Eoydiillub, diove Meei Jaihei fioiii Ids couise of dissimulation, and 
made him avow his deteimination to tieat Ko_>dullub asaiebel A kind of 
open hostilities were aeeoidiiigly dechucd, and the dowan, whde still contiiining 
to hold his office, not only letused to visit the nabob, but assembled a foice of 1000 
men to Set him at defiance Through the influence of CTive an appaient lecoii- 
ciliation was effected, and an inteiview took place, at wliioh the nabob and his 
dewan swore “oblivion of forinei distrusts and future friendship” Nothing 
could be nioie false and hollow; and llojidullub, while he evinced suspicion liy 
keeping his house uudei pretence of sickness, gave a deeidud proof of hostility 
by refusing to allow the troops under his own control to take part in the expe¬ 
dition to Puineah 

While peace was thus maintained with difficidty in the very ceiitie of Ben¬ 
gal, the frontieis iveie assuming a threatening aspect In Dacca a consjiiiacy 
to seize the foit was heailed by Ainniance Khan, a .son of Seifei.iz Khan, the 
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nabob who preceded AliVerdy, and though prematurely discovered, was not pub 
down without the aid of troops furnished by the Company In the opposite 
diiection, in Behar, a foimidable lebellion seemed so imiiiinent that Clivo left 
Calcutta and put himself at the head of his troops to march directly for Patna 
The nunoin which prevailed was that Rainnarain, to whom a stiong suspicion 
of disaffection still attached, had formed an alliance with Sujah Dowlah, the 
Nabob of Oude, and that they were preparing to unite their forces with the 
view of marching into Bengal Another rumour was, that the elevation of 
Meex Jafiier to tlie musnud was disapproved at Delhi, and that an intrigue was 


’ The choiih is very ancient, Bitnated in the part sweets, and toys are eEposed for sale in it. The 
of the city known as the Old Xekaua; it is a sipiaie jnosque was huilt in IG76 —Sir C, D’Oylcy’a Aii(j- 
of about 200 yards in oUent; and fruit, regotables. quUtes of Dacca,. 
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An 1757 on foot to proclaim Mirza Mmulee, the infant son of Surajali Dowlali s brother, as 
naliob. This latter rumoiu’ was traced to Meernii, Meer Jallicrs eldest ,son, and 
Atmnous Avitli wliat Aviclccd intention soon appeared; for on the morning of the lOtli 
Me"nin,tht Novcmher. 1737, Moorshedabad was thrown into consternatioji by the announce- 
merit that a band of ruflians, hired by Mcerun, had liroken into the [lalace of 
All Verdy’s widow, where the infant was living under tlie charge ot hi.s graud- 
mothor, tlie widow of Zaindee Ahmed, and murdered him It was added that 
both the widows had shared the same fate They had only been seized and 
sent ofl‘ in boats to Dacca, the rnmour of their murder having bc(m circulated, 
and even their fictitious funeral performed, to jirevent any attcmiit that might 
have been made for their rescue, bad it been known that they were still alive. 
Thu one murder, however, Avms harbai'ity enough to make both the nabob and 
his son generally detested, though tlie former declareil that he neitlu'r sanc¬ 
tioned it nor knew of it till it was perpetrated If credit was given to this 
declaration, it was .snrely a dismal reflection for the inhabitants of Bengal that 
they were already under a government which connived at sucli crimes, and had 
the prospect of lieing, sooner or later, sulijectcd to the government of tlie very 
wretch who perpetrated tlieiii, Happily, however, as will be seen, this pro,si)ect 
was never realized. 

noiicni.mui On the 25th of November, 1757, Clive arrived with his troops at Aloor- 
hirppiL-- cii. shedahad, and on the 30th set out at the lioad of 550 Europciuis and 1500 
sepoys to join the nabob’s army, which had advanced on the expedition to Ihir- 
neali, as far as Tlajamahal. Clive’,s pi'asence alone siilliccd to put down tlie 

rebellion In less than a week after hk anivai Ogul Sing was taken prisoner, 
and all the chiefs in league with him submitted or fletl the country. The 
threatened rohclliou in Debar .still remained; and the nabob, who was bent on 
removing Ramiiaraiu, urged an innnediate advance on Patna. Clive ,saw his 
advantage, and refused to move until all the pecuniary claini.s and sLipnlations 
of the treaty should bo satisfactorily arrauged, Tlii.s was iiiipo.s.sible wiLlioiit 
the assistance of Royrlnllub, throngli whose office as <lewan all money bills and 
piateiiLs behoved to pass. The nahoh was thu.s in a dilemma He niirst either 
forego the expedition to Patna, or effect a reconciliation wifli lloydullub muler 
such conditions a.s woidd not allow him afterward,s to recede. The latter course, 
which wa,s indeed the only rational one, wms strongly advocated l)y Clive, 
Through his mediation, and with the security of Ida gnarantoo, Rojalullnb, who 
liad previously refused to quit Moorshedabad, arrived in the camp, and the 
nabob and dewan once more made a solemn renunciation of their su.spicions and 
animosities. The preliminary obstacle being thus reirioved, the parts of the 
treaty still remaining unfulfiUed were easily arranged. The payment of twenty- 
three lacs of rupees, actually duo, was provided for by order on the treasury at 
Moorshedabad fur one-half of the amount, and hj'’ tmicaws or order.s, payable as 
the revenues should he realized, hy the Phomsdar of Hooghly and the Rajah,s of 
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Bnidwnn and Ki&linugm-, for tlie other half Other nineteen lacs, payalile in m] i: 
Apiil, were secured hy other tmicaws on the .same districts Patents were also 
executed, empower¬ 
ing the Company 
to take possession 
of the ceded Linds 
.south of Calcutta, 
with the autliority 
of zcinindary, hut 
suLject to a reserved 
annual jiajuncnt to 
tlio iiaholi of 222, .Q.kS 
rupees The revenue 
of these lands, lilce 
that of many others 

. . Paki or nir Cm of —From Col loiic-it's on the G ingcb 

111 the piovince, was 

iillowcd by the Mogul government to the actual nabob as jagliire, or a pension 
fur his expemses We sliall hear of it again 

Olive was now leady to accompany the nabob to Patna, hut naturally cine,nnitur 
1 ’c‘cpuired to be informed, before starting, as to the precise object of tlie expedition hjuii oi 
The naholj, seeing it u&eless to di-ssemhle, avowed his intention to remove Earn- 
uarain, and give tlie government to some one of his more immediate dependants. 

The uahob, in forming this lesolubion, had overlooked the difficulties which 
might he auticijiated in executing it Clive was more discerning; and after 
pointing out the possilde ailiance.s which Ramnar.iin might form, and then laise 
tlio standard of indejiendence, suggested that it wouid he better to conciliate 
than to ou.st him. This suggestion must have been made under a conviction 
that Eamuavain did not entertain the treasonable designs imputed to him; but 
nothing could be more di.stastefid to the nabob, a.s it both interfered with his 
design of giving the government of Behar to his own brother, and would con¬ 
tribute to .strengthen, whereas he vas now intent on diminishiug, Biitislr 
influence. An opinion of Clive, distinctly stated and enforced by^ .sound argu¬ 
ment, could not, however, be lightly set aside, and it was theiefoie aiTanged, 
after much irresolution and tergiversation on the part of the nabob and hi.s 
counsellor,s, that Clive should write a letter to Eamnarain, inviting an interview 
and assuring him of safety and favour. Meantime the aimiy continued its mareli 
on Patna in three divisions, Clive with his troops leading the van, lioydullnb 
witli his force of 10,000 men foUowing, and the nabob with tlie main body 
bringing up the rear. Pjy the way letters aixiv ed from Delhi, advising that 
patents, confirming Meer Jaffier in the nahohsliip, had been made out. They 
had been delayed merely because the exhausted treasury at iloOnshedahad could 
not furnish the money expected at the Mogul court, where all things had become 
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A D iTis venal In grantiiig titles on the occasion Clive liael not Been fui'goLLcii, for lie 
was informed through the Seits that he had hcen created a dik iisid)d<ir of GOOD 
\i-itnfnmi-liorse, under several pompous names. Itainnarain, as the army advanced, cou- 
I luc tinned taking measures for his defence. Clive’s letter liad not yet reached him; 
but as soon as he received it he gave ])roof of the lull confidemee which it 
inspired by com]')lying Avith its invitation, and embarking in his boats on tin* 
Ganges to pay Clive ca visit. He arriv'ed on tin; 2,5th of January, and the next 
day proceeded, in company with Mr, Watts, to wait upon the nalxJ), wlio 
received liim with all the honour,s due to hi.s irink, yc;t not refraining from 
certain .sliglits indieativm of hi.s real foiding.s. So e(puvocal, indeed, was liis 
conduct, that Clive’,s .su.s])icioii.s wejv, ron.sed, and Eamnarain and lloydiillub, 
wlm had previou.sly been at variance, resolved to make common cause, 
vcm-.nihor Matters rvere in thi.s nn.sati.sfaetoi-y state when startling inLclligt'uce anivod. 

aluuial. . ^ . 

The N.aboh of Oude, it rvas .s.aid, had re,sinned hrs aggres.sive designs, and was 
about to advance from Tjucknow, accompanied by a large body of Maliratta horse, 
and the European troojis of AL Law who had been living under lii.s protection at 
Allahabad Meer Jaffier was filled with alarm, more especially after a Maliratta 
chief arrived to demand twenty-four lacs of rupee.s as the arrears of tribute due 
from Bengal. He was now as submissive as he had previously liocm disjioseil to 
be insolent; and in order to conciliate Clive, wliose service,s had again become 
iiidispeiLsahle to liim, he fulfilled the obligations wliicli he had uiiilertakou in 
regard to Eamnarain, by formally confirming him in hi.s office of dcputy-govc'ruor 
of Bella]’. Clive was not .shnv to take advantage of the nabob's altered feeliug.s, 
and requested for the Company a monopoly of all the salLpcti'e made within ]ii,s 
•dominion.s. The nabob made many ohjeetioii.s, and ultimately consented with 
great reluctance. The terms offered were indeed the highest at which the salt¬ 
petre nionopolj^ had evei' been farmed, hut he knew that the stipulated rent was 
tiie utmost he coulcl receive fi'om the Company; whereas in the case of a native 
renter, he had an unlimited power of exaction in the shape of presents. On 
obtaining this rather rpiestionable monopoly, Clive proceeded to enforee another 
claim, the justice of which could not he denied. Tlie sti[)idated monthly pay of 
his troop,s in the iiahoh’s service was a lac a month, and thongli nearly four 
montlis had alreiuly been consumed in the campaign, only two lac.s had been 
received. The demand of the arrears, both under this head and others Avhich 
had accumulated, in consequence of the difficulty of realising anything fi'om the 
timciiw.s, was not ai'ranged without difficulty, because the alana.s from Oude and 
the Mahrattas having died away, the nabob had returned to hi.s tortirous policy, 
tonawm aud was again intriguing for the removal of Eamnarain. Clive’s .sagacity and 
ret.iiiv.ki6 firmness disconcerted his schemes, and Eamnarain remained in possession of his 
''’dignity, while the whole army retiu'ued by alow marches towards Moonshedabad. 

Clive’s opinion of Meer Jaffier had undergone considerable modification. His 
fir,at communications with him when the conspiracy was planned, had impressed 
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liiiii ftivouvably, and lie .speaka of Liiii in one uf liis letters ns a nuin of sense. 
When lie placed him on the mnsnnd, he congratulated the courtiers present on 
their good fortune in having received so excellent a sovereign hlis laiiguage 
wa.s lio^v difierent. In a letter to tlie select oomiuittee of directors he saV'i:— 
" I am concerned to mention that the present nahoh i.s a pn-inee of little capacity, 
and not at all blessed with the talent ot giiiiiing the love aii'l contidcnco of his 
pu'iucipml oflicers. Hi.s misinanagenient threw the country into great confusion 
in the space of a few months, and might have piroved of tatal conseLpuence to 
himself, but for our known attachment to him No less than tliree rebellions 
were on foot at. one time.” In a letter to Mr. Pig'ott, wi-itten from Patna, his 
language i.s still pdaiiier and more .significant;—“ The nabobs conduct i.s weak 
bcumud couception; and ji'ou may he assured, whenever rve are wanting in 
a force to overawe and pirotect him, ruin will ensue. You cannot imagine the 
trouble I have had these three weeks prast in oin march to this place; and since 
hi.s arrival, he has been wanting to make his brother, who is a greater fool than 
him.self, Nahoh of Behar, in prejudice of Eamnarain, a Geutoo, nniveraaily 
behaved and respected, and that in hrecaeh of his promises to me, Avhom lie 
desired to write to him, to engage him to come down and pay his rc.spects. 
Not one of his rajahs would come to, or treat with him, without letters of assur¬ 
ance from me.” Ho had no reason, however, to reprent of his march to Patna, 
‘‘ Before we took the fieLl,” he olrserves, “it was with the gi’eate,st diilicirlty the 
nabob could lie pirevailed upon to issue out of his treasury 10,000 rupees; and 
.since myjouiiiig him, he has already paid twenty-five lacs, and given .seciuity for 
the piayment of ten more,” A .subsequent letter to the director’s is in .still more 
hopeful terms, deferring to the tuncaws or assignments on the i-eveiiues of certain, 
districts, he says, that through them “the discharge of the debt is now becoirre 
independent of the nabob, which prreeautrorr is become absolutely necessary, as 
his calls for money are greater tlrarr Ire catr answer. Nothing but a total revohr- 
tioir in the govermrrent can well interrupt your payments.” He afterwarvls 
add.s:^—“All domestic troubles are now liaprprily ended; and the irahob seems 
so well fixed in hi.s govermnerrt, as to be able, with a small degr-ee of jrrudence, 
to ruaintarrr himself quietly hr it. For ourselves, we have heerr .so fortunate 
in these tramsactiorrs, as to attach to us the most considerable persons in the 
khrgdorir; and, by the constancy with which we successively supported Rairnam- 
sing, Roydullub, and Ramnarairr, to aetputre the general coirfidence atrd make our 
fi-iendship he .solicited on all sides. On the whole we may pronoirnce, that this 
expedition, without bloodshed, has been crowned with all the adviurtages that 
corrld be expected or wished to tire nabob and the Company.” 

Orr tire march from Patna, the nabob halted to amuse himself with huritiirg, 
and pay a pilgrimage to a celebrated tomb in tire vicinity of Rajamahal. Clive 
corrthruing to prdceed, accomparried by Roydullub, reached Mooirshedabad orr 
tire 15th of May, 1758. The .state of the city astonished him. The markets 
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AT) 1 T 58 wore (IcKei'tcd, Lhe .shops sliut, many of the pi'iuci[)al familLOS wore jirepiiriiig 
to send away theii' oft'ects, and signs of trepidation were everywlu're a])parent. 
cnmiii.imt Qjj iiKpiiry lie learned tliab Meornn, wlio was still more impatient than his 
li.uiist father for tlio removal of Karmiarain and Roydullnh, had no sooner loiirned 

iiteiuu latter was accompanying Clive in his return to the eajiital, than he 

quitted it with great precijiitatioii, giving out that lie had rea.soii to su.spc'ct 
designs against his own lift', and had therefore resolved to join his latltcr. 11 is 
conduct struck terror into the inhahitanhs, who s;iw nothing hefore tliem luit 
the, devastation and hloodshed of a new revolution. Clive might well he angry, 
for the charge of treasonable designs rvas levelled at him as well as Hoyilulluh, 
aTid he therefore wrote the nabob, complaining in the sharpest terms ol Meernn’s 
conduct, and declaring that ho would no longer I'emain in llcngjd sacriheing 
zeal to di.strnst Tliis decided course brought both tlie irahoh and Moevun to 
their .senses, and the^^ both apologized in the most .suhiuis.sive terms. Tlic nabob, 
even ahandonmg his sports iind intended pilgrimage, hastened home; hut Clive, 
still too much offended to desire an interview, had jnnvionsly set out for Cal¬ 
cutta, orileriug 2000 of tlie sepoys to follow, and the rest, together with all the 
Europeans, to romahi at Cossimbazar. 

NfwfoiTOof On the 20tli of June, the Company’s sliip Hurdwicke arrived from .Kug- 
fOTB™™*'land, bringing accounts of the amiugements wliich the directors had made in 
iiiesKioiicy. gonsecpience of the loss of Calcutta. By tlieir first arvangeiiieut, made in 
August, they committed the government to a select commiitoo of five, 

of wliom Clive was to lie president; but in the following .Noveinher, they 
appointed a council of ten, in which the four .senioi' members were to pin,side 
alternately each for three month.s. Intelligence of both arrangement,s reached 
Calcutta for the first time by the Hardwid'e, another vessel, though previously 
despatched with the August arrangement, not ha\'ing yot anived. Tlie diT'ee- 
tors had been legislating in the dark, and far from wisely. A rotatory govern¬ 
ment would have been, under any circumstances, a clumsy device, and tlu' 
revolution which had recently taken place, hut of which the directors were not 
cognizant, made it wholly impracticable. In thi,s new and strangely con,ytituted 
council, Clive had no pjlace. It has been said that no slight Avas intended, as 
the directors had assumed, on what mnst harm appcarctl good grounds, tliat ho 
had returned to Madras. It would, however, have been at least more courteous 
to have acted on the supposition that circumstaiTces might liavc occurred to ])re- 
vent his departure, and to have assigned him the place to which Ids past m'~ 
vices entitled him. The appointment might have been made conditionally, on his 
being still in Bengal; and hence, even if his previous departure should have 
rendered the appointment ineffectual, it would .still have been gratifying as a 
public testimony to his merit. It is certain that Clive hhnself felt aggrieved, 
and made no secret of it. 

If Clive was indignant, the new members of council were above measure 
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pei'plexed They were naturally proud of their new dignity, hut felt that any 
attemjit to conduct the government without him would Ije worse than futile. 

They were aware that nothing hut fear could induce the nabob to remain 
huthlul to the obligations he had undertaken; aud that the moment he was set Uie' 

n (' Ti T • M 1*1 -1 riienilhTrt'*f 

tree irom tlie coinmaiKun^’ iiuiueiice winch (Aiv'e alone liad over Liiii, the larj^'e ''Eiiinjtu 
siinrs of money still remaining due under the treaty never would be paid, and ' 
all its other stipulations would either be violated or indirectly evaded. Inllu- 


onced by .such considerations, they took the only comse vvddch seemed 0 ])en to 
them, and addrc.s.sed a letter,to Clive, in which, after stating the ohjections to 
the rotatory governor,ship, and tlieir readiness ‘'at this juncture of affair,s to 
waive idl personal Inmours aud advantage.s,” they made hiin “ an offer of being 
pr'esidout of the Company'.s affair.s in Eeiigal, till a person is appointed by the 
hlouourahle C!oini)aiiy.” Ke had previously heen .sounded on the subject b}- Mr. 

Watts, MdiosB name .stood first in the rotation, aud declined lii.s determination 
not to accept. He was above being inilueuced by spiteful feeling.s, and gave 
strung reasons for bis intended refusal, wlien he said;—“Both tlie public and 
my pi'ivate advices, I think, plainly discover that the presidency nf Bengiil was 
Ijy no means intended for me by tlie court of director.s; and a temporary 
acceptance can only expose me, u]ion the further alterati(Uis which may anive 
from £iiro])e, to circumstauce.s tif disgrace in the eyes of the <'Ountry goverii- 
inont, wliicli, I believe, it is unnecessary fur me to remark, might he prejudicial 
to the Company’s affairs.” If the directors had, as he here .suppo.se.s, deliberately 
resolverl to exclude him from the office of president, this objection wa.s unanswer¬ 
able; but further consideration, and e.speciaUy the veiy friendly tenor of a letter 
from Mr. Payne, their chairman, convinced him that their omission of hi,s name 
might be explained witbout construing it into an intendeil .slight; and he 
accepted the offer in a letter, in which he says:—“Thoirgh I think I liave cause 
to he di,ssatisfied with the court of directoi-s, for laying me aside hr their new 
form of goverrrrnerrt, without any reason assigned, after having named me a.s 
head of tire general corrirrrittee in the letter of the 3d of August last, 3 mt, animated 
by the noble example of public spirit which yort have set me, I have determined 
to waive all private considerations, whei'e the general good is conceimed; and 
as there is no doirbt but the goverameirt of a single persorr, invedved as we are 
now with the country powers, irnrst have infinite advantage over that compli¬ 
cated fonn of guverrrnrent established from home, I shall, from that motive rioaccsivts 

^ ^ it., 

(though both rny health a,nd private eoueerns strorrgiy r-ecjuire my returnrng to 
Europe), accept the offer you have done me the honour to make me, till such 
time as our employers have ajrpointed a president in the usual form.” This was 
a manly as well as fortunate decision, for it eventually proved, instead of con- 
trarliciing, to have only anticipated the final wislies of the directors, who no 
sooner heard of the victory of Piassey, than, they abandoned their new-fangled 
rotatory scheme, aud formally appointed Clive governor of Bengal. 
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AD iT'js The Coin})iiny’s affairs were certainly iu a critical state, and ro(iiiiied all 
Clive’s wisdom and energy. The successes oi tlie h’l'encli on the Coromandel 
vjsitof coast could not he concealed irom the nabob, and tlie natural consccpionce 
toTAicrtta was to make him hopeful that he might yet he able to carry out all lii.s 
favourite schemes, though it should he in defiance ol Clive and the Company, 
The British troops in Bengal had also suffered a serious diminution hy tlie 
expedition to the Northern Circars In these circumstances, Clive lelt it iiecc'.s- 
sary to .slacken the rein which ho had hitherto held on the naboh s move¬ 
ments, and overlook many thing.s which, at a more lavourahlc time, ho would 
have peremptorily interdicted As an additional nican.s oi conciliating his good¬ 
will, he invited him to Calcutta His own instalment as governor- fm-nished 
an appropriate occasion; ami Mcer Jafficr, with all his train, descending the 
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Hooghly in a splendid fleet of floats, was entertained for several days with 
pomp and festivity. 

Intrigue I at 'Pile mere love of pleasure, though always strong in Mecr Jaflier, was not his 

iiiui in Ilia olfly inducement to pay this visit. He deemed it prudeirt to he ahsent fr-om hi.s 
capital during certain changes which he wa.s most anxious to accomplish, hut 
the responsibility of which he was unwUliiig to incur. Eoydulkih had been 
maintained in his place as dewan, contrary to his avowed deter-mination to eject 
him. Meerim had suggested a means of getting rid of him, and the father, well 
aware of the .savage nature of hi.s son, left him to accomplish his object in his 
own way, In this he obtained important aid from Nuncomar, a Hindoo, -who, 


* Feal Charm means Elejiliant's Head, .inti takes 
its name from the iirow. The one repre'-entod was 
50 Ceefc long by 4 feet -viids; some old Hindoos say 
they hate been made lOO feet long by 6 feet wide. 
They have oars and sails, and are richly omamentad 
■within and withont, and move witli a number of oai-s. 
The master oi most clistiiignislied person is sotiteJ 
before the rowers. Tlie/eat charras are very scarcej 
rajahs and rich people only use them. 


Moor Punkee means Peacock's Hoad. The rowers 
use paddles, and sit with their faces to tlie prow. The 
prtneo or leading person smokos his hookah under a 
particular canopy in front, and the gr.mdecs and ser¬ 
vants of his retinue sit under another, At tho 
head of the rowers is a jemidai", who rogulatoa tho 
measure like tho leader of an oroheatra; little hells 
ara fastened to the paddles. 'Tlie matjco or pilot has a 
long oar with which to steer.—Solvyu, Les Ilindoiu. 
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after Iiaving long Ijeeii in the confidence, of Roydullulj, had conceived the idea -'■D iv 50 
of elevating himself upon his ruin. Wlieu the tmicaws gTantcd for the payment 
of the treaty monies pi-oved unproductive, Nuncoinar aiifullj- insinuated that 
the fault lay with Roydulluh; and volunteered, that if foil authority were given Cou^pimcT 
him, he would make the amount foi'thconiing. The offer was too welcome not Rojdoiiub. 
to bo accepted, and Nuneoiuiir thu.s became an ostensible agent of the Company, 
while Eoydullub lo.st hi.s interest with them, and could no longer calculate on 
their protection This change of feeling was .soon made known to the nabob 
and his son, wIkf lo.st no time in turning it to account. Eoydullub, aware of the 
extent of his daiigei-, recpie.sted leave to retire with his family sind effects to Cal¬ 
cutta. Even this \yas refused him, unle.ss he previously furnished money for the 
]iayment of the troops, who were clamonring for their arrear.s. While matters 
were in this state, the nabob ,set out on his Calcutta -vusit Only two days 
after he was gone, Meeruu .suri'ouuded Eoydullub’,s liou.se with a body of troops, 
and wa.s preparing to seize hi.s persoai, when the Comjamy’s agents eairio to the 
rescue, just iii time to save his life, by sending him off to Csilcutta under escort. 

Meerun, enraged at the escape of hi.s principal victim, vented hi.s sjute on tlie 
niembei'.s of his family, and detained them as prisoners, till Warren Hasting,s, who 
had succeeded Scrafton as the Company’s resident at Moorsliedabad, was able to 
send them also to Calcutta. It would be nseles,s to detail the series of intrigues 
wliicli followed, and in which the nabob and his .son, still l)eni on the destruc¬ 
tion of Eoydullub, showed that there were no means too base foi' them to employ 
in order to accomplish it. 

The nabob, while thus occupied with despicable intrigue.s, received startling ihe siaaidn 
intelligence foom the west. Shah Alum, the eldest son of the Mogul emperor, 
Alumgeer II., and then lietter known liy the title of Sliazada, belonging to him 
as heir apparent ti5 tlie throne, had arrived at Benares in the hegiiming of l7o9, 
at the head of an army of 8000 men. His fother was virtually a piisonor in 
the hands of tlie vizier Ghazi-n-din, and he himself had only escaped similar 
thraldom by suddenly ([uitting Delhi. This step appears to have heeii taken 
with the sanction of his father, who had previously^ conferred upon him the 
government of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. This sanction, ho-wever, was not 
avowed, and hence the sliazada appeared in a double character. According to 
one view, he was his father’s representative, and carried aU the weight which, 
notwithstanding the low condition to which the enijiire had fallen, was still 
attached to the name of the Mogul According to another view, ho was a 
rebellious son, who had quitted his father’vS court without peimission, and was 
engaged in treasonable designs. Tins double character put it in the power of 
the different governors to adopt the view which was most accordant with their 
inclination or their interest, and hence many stood aloof while others docked to 
his standard. The most powerful chief who had openly espoused his cause 
was Mahomed Cooly Khan, the governor of Allahabad; hu( it was understood 
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VI) ir.i Lhat, .Siijali Dowlali, Nabob of Oude, tboiigb ho kept artfully in tbo background, 
was disposed to join liiin a.s soon as he .saw au 3 ^ pi'()l)ability o[ .success, and 
would bring witli bins an important auxiliary, in the person of M Law'-wdtli 
Ilia French party. 

Tlic olijoct of the .sliazada was not concealed. Bengal, Beliar, and Orissa 

tiK, shiAiita bgp:,^^„pp as viceroy, and be wa.s coming to claim bis rights It thus 

appeared that Meer Jadier was about to be treated a.s an usurper, and eoidd 
only niaintain pos.sessioii liy defying the heir a[)paront of the Mogul empire. 
Flow durst be engage in Mich a warfare, wbieli appealed to him almost saeii- 
legiouhi How could be hoiie to succeed in it with troop.s which \vere coii.slantly 
mutinying, and would in all probahillty he no sooner hrouglit in sig'ht oi the 
eneiii}' than the}' would de.sert to him? In this emergency, ('verything depended 
upon (,'live, who iiinnediately saw the p.art lie luul to act, and entered into it 
with his accLibtnuied ardour and tlecision. in a letter to llastiug.s, directing liim 
to give confidence to the com-t of Moorsliedabad, he say.s;—“ The di.sson.sion.s 
between the nabob and lii.s people give me mneb more concern than the new.s 
of the shazada’s motions, .as there would he little fear from the latter, did the 
former take the proper measures to secure his being ivell soiwed.” Tlie nabob, 
in hi,s perplexity, bad thoughts of purchasing the shazada/s retreat. Clive, hear¬ 
ing of it, wrote as follow.s;—“i have just heard a piece of intc'lligence which I 
c.aii scarce give credit to; it is, that your excellency is going to olfer a .sum 
of money to tlie king’s .son. If you do this, yon will have Sujah Dowlah, the 
M.alu'atta,s, and many more, come from all parts to tlie confines of your country, 
who will bully you out of money till you liavc none left in your treasury. If 
your excellency should punsue this method, it will bo furiushing the king’s sou 
ivith the means to raise forces, which, indeed, may ondangor tlio lo.ss of your 
country. What will be said if the great Jaffier Ali Khan, soubab of this pro¬ 
vince, who commands an army of 00,000 men, should offer money to a boy who 
has .scai’cely a .soldier with him? I beg your excellency will rely on the ildelity 
of the English, and of those troops which are attached to }'ou.” 

riiuoitorto Clive, wliile thus pledging himself to Meer Jaffier, was well aware that he 
miglit liave made most advantageous terms with the opposite jiarty. The 
■shazada .sent agents to him, who made him, to use his own language, " offers 
of pruvince.s upon promnees, with whatever my heart could desire;” and delivered 
him a letter from their master, who addressed him as "The Most High and 
Mighty, Protector of the Great, Colonel Sahut Jung^ Bahadur,” and concliulcd 
thus;—“In this happy time, with a view of making the tour of Patna and 
Bengal, I liawe erected my standard of glory at this place. It is my pure inten¬ 
tion to bestow favour upon yon, the high and mighty, and all faithful .servants, 

' The title “Sabut .Tung," by wliioU Clive w still liis liefenco of Aroot, Tlioegli Maliomoil Ali had no 
Icnowti in India, means firm or dating in war,” and right to grant titles, Clive wna pleasad with it, and 
y as fir.«i6 given him by Msbomod Ali, in allusion to bad it ougr.tvBtl on hia Persian seal. 
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agrei'aLle to tliuir coiidiici Tliih avoiOiI i.s like a frarduii of llowers, iutersper.sed ad nca. 
with weeds and tlionis. J shall therefore root out tlie luid, that the faitlifid 
ajjd good ryots Tlod willing) Jiiay rest hi peaee and quietness. Know you, wlio i^nomftho 
aj'e gi'cat, that it i,s proper you sliould pay a due ohedienee to thii iny tirinan, 
and inak(3 it your husiness to pay your respeets to me like a faitlifid .servant, 
which will he giuat and happy for yon ft is proper you ,sliould he earnest in 
doing thiLS, when, tiy the ble.ssing of God, you .stand high in my favour. Know 
this mu.st he done.” 

Clive di.smisscd the agents with a warning not to come near him again, fur cino-. 
if they did, lie wonlil "take their lieads for their paiu.s.” The letter lie answered 
as follows:—“ I luivA' luid the honoar to receive yniir liighness’.s finnan. It give.s 
me great concern to find that this country mu.st hecome <a .scene of trouliles. I 
beg leave to inform you, that I have been favoured with a sutinud from the 
emperor, appointing me a mumsuhdar of the rank of 0000 foot and .5000 horse, 
which comstitute.s me a .servant of Ids; and as I have not received any orders, 
eitliei from tlie emperor or vizicj’, acquainting me of your coming down liere, I 
cannot [lay tliat due regard to your highness’s orders I ivould otherwise wisli to 
do. I must further Leg leave to inform you, that J am under the strictest 
eiigagemeuts with the pre.sent souhahdar of these provinces to assist 1dm at all 
times, and it is not the cirstcim of the English nation to he guilty of insincerity.” 

In deelining tlio interview which the shazada’.s letter oliviousl}^ invited, on the 
ground that he had not “received any firders” from the court of Delhi, Clive 
took stronger ground than he was probabl^^ aware of at the time, as afterwards 
appeared when Meer Jaffior sent him an imperial edict which he had rcoeived. 

It wa.s in the following terms:—"Know that you are under the shadow of my 
favour. Some ill-designing pieopie have turned the brain of my beloved son, 

Mahomed Ali Gohm (the sliazada), and are canying him to the eastern part 
of the empire, which must be the cause of much trouble and ruin to my country. 

I therefore order you, who are my servant, to proceed immediately to Patna, and 
secure the person of my son and keep him there. You are likewi.se to punish 
his attendants, that other people may take warning tiiereby. In doing tlii,s you 
will gain my favour and have a good name.” 

Though Clive .spoke and wrote slightingly of the shazada and hks inva.sion, oritiuntit.' 
there was grave cause for alarm. Kainnarain, the governor of Behar, was sus- 
piected of being in league with the enemy, whose forces had rapidly increased to 
30,000 or 40,000, while the whole force which the presidency could muster 
amounted only to about 450 Em'opeans and 2.500 sepoys. At the head of these. 

Clive .set out, and after a short halt at Moorshedahad—^where he lectimed the 
nabob on hi.s misconduct, which, by forfeiting the confidence of all classe.s of his 
subjects, had the natm-al consequence of inviting foreign invasion, and at the 
same time " complied with the nabob’s solieitaljoiL to ride on the same elephant 
with hiTn , and adopted any measure that could .support him in his administra- 
Yol, I. 
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tion”—lie hastened on for Patiia, Avliich Avas now actually hesicyed and in inmii- 
nent danwci' of heiiifr taken. Kaiunarain at Hast endeavoLiroil to make IVicndK of 
hotli parties, and actually paid a visit to the shazada's camp, a,])]au-cntly for the 
purpose of ascertaining wliat terms he could obtain from him Ultimately, 
however, on ascertaining that Olive had taken the field, he had no doubt that 
he wmnld prove victor, and the>reforG bestirred himself to do away with the 
suspicions raised h^ his pinvions tamp('riiig with the enemas ITis delenee was 
valiant, and repeated assaults were succe.ssfully repulsed, though two bastions 
were at one time carried. The result, liowever, wa.s still douhtful, when tin,' 
appearance of a detachment wliich Olive liad sent forward under Ensign Matthews 
threw the hesiegers into de.spair, and they ahandoned the siege witli the utmost 
precipitation. The confe(Ier!ite.s who had joined theshazada had been using liim 
uierelp as an instrument to accomplish Llicir own ends The Nabob of Oudi', in 
particular, though he had been the chief instigator to ilu' invasion, only tui’ued 
it to account by seizing upon Allahabad wJiile the governor was ah,sent, ami then, 
to .shake, him,self free of aU responsibility, would not even allow the shazada to 
seek an a.sylum in lii.s territories The unliapjiy prince, thu.s almo.st deserted by 
Ids followers, proposed to throw himself on Bi-itish jnoleclion; but tTivc, wlio 
saw how dangerous a guest lie might prove, refused to receive him, A.s a more 
act tjf humanity, liovvever, he sent him a sum of money to relievo Ids present 
necessities 

Tile uahoh’s joy at thi.s dclweraiicc was great in proportion to his fear.s, and 
he, manifested Ida oldigation to Clive by a grant which was etpud in value to all 
that he had previously bestowed upon him, and whicli was destined to become 
the subject of much unplea.sant discussion. Short]}? after Clive obtained Iti.s 
dignities from Delhi, he wrote to Juggut Seit, to say “that the nabob had made 
him au omrah of the empire witliout a jaghire.” The answer was, that “ tlie 
nabob never granted jagldre.s in Bengal; that Orissa was too pom-, but that he 
might have one in Behar.” Nothing more appears to have been done in the 
matter till the expul,sion of the shazada, when the nabob, either recollecting 
Clive",s applieation or having been renunded of it, declared his intention to use 
every means in liis [lower to obtain an oi-der from Delhi for a jaghirt*, beeau.se, 
as Mr. na,stiiig.s expresses it in a letter to Clive, lie was “ asbamed that you should 
do so much for him without the prospect of reaping any advantage to your.self 
by it,” On a .snb.seqnent occasion, when Mr. Sykes was acting temporarily for 
Mr. Ilastiug.s at Moorshedahad, the nabob returned to the .sidijcct, and, aftei' 
observing that “he had frequently had it in his tliouglits but never entered 
seriously upon it till now,” stated that Juggqt Seit had fallen upon a method of 
obviating all dlfficultic.s by giving for the jaghire “the quil-ront ari,yitig from 
the lauds ceded to the Company to the southward of OalontLa.” This, he thought, 
“would inter-fore the least with his government, and stood the clearest in relation 
to the Company's affairs.” 
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Jt i.s iinpossildc to doubt that the iialwb was right wiien he said tliat the 
r{uit-i'C‘iit was the jagiiii’e whieh would least interfere with his govenirneiit. In 
faet Juggut i^eit, when lie suggested it, nnist have had a shre^v'd suspicion that 
no ])arfc ol the quit-rent would ever he brought into the Moorsbedahad trea.surjb 
J he nabob was ali’ead 3 '' owing the Company f;ir more than he was able to pa}"; 
and thoveloro, liad ho vetaijied tlic right to it, it would only Inive been to see 
it mentioned as a sum wliich the Company bad retained in their own hands as a 
reduction p'ro taiiLo ol their debt. To him, Uieiefore, it was utterly ■svortliless as 
a .source of revenue, and lie lost nothing by parting with it The case of tlie 
( Viin]i.'iny was so very different, that it is didicult to understand what the nabob 
meant when lie .said that it was the jaghire which “stood the clearest in relation 
to the Company’,s affiiiiy,’ On the contrary, it winild be ea.sy to sho'sr that the 
transliu’ence of tlie quit-rent to one of their .servants placed them in a far worse 
position than before. So long as the quit-i’ent wa.s payable to the nabob, tliey 
could always use it as a set-off against him. It was of the natnre of a security, 
wbicli they could alway.s make availalile for the rejiayment of their advances. 
But the moment it was validly transferred to Clive, or any otlier British subject, 
the payment of it could be enforced in the British courts of law like any otlier 
debt. Its eliaractor was thus entirely cliaiiged, and its value as a security was 
entirely lo.st. On this ground alone the Company might well object to tlie con¬ 
version of the quit-rent into what was called Clive’s jaghire. But there were 
other considerations which, ■without affecting the legality of the jaghire, .showed 
it to bo at tlie least unseemly and inexpedient. The Compari}^ might, without 
any loss of dignity, consent to hold their ceded lands under the jN’abob of Bengal, 
but was it fair or becoming to set a new landlord over their heads, and make 
them the tenants of one of their o'wu seiwants? It ought always to have been 
recollected, that however great Clive’s .services might have been, they were really 
the services of tho.se avIio had employetl him, and that therefore, if the nabob 
was in a position to renounce the quit-rent, the renunciation ought to have been 
made in the Company’s favoiu-. It deserve.s also to be observed, that at the time 
when the jaghire was granted tlie government of Bengal could not be considered 
as settled. One great revolution bad already taken place, and others to all ap¬ 
pearance could not be distant. Was it not more than probable that ere long 
the country which wa.s already virtually ruled by the Company Avould be actually 
transferred to them? In that ease the quit-rent would necessarily &11. With 
what decency or justice, then, could any one attempt during this interval ol 
transition to hind it down upon them as a permanent bui'den., to he made 
effectual if necessary by a decree of the Court of Chancery ? The estimated 
annual value of the jaghire was about £30,000. This, at ten years purchase, is 
£300,000; and thus* for the seiwice.? of less than three years in Bengal, Clive 
had received, in addition to his ordinary pay and emoluraents, considerably 
more than £.500,000 sterling. 
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AB iTso The iiiva.sion of the bhazaila had stiircely been, dctcated, ■when an rilaiai ol iiii 
unexpected, tlioiiyh not less threatening description arose troni a viu'y dilFeri'iit 
ni.t<-!, Rimi (|uarter The Dutch iiad beheld Die Diitisli .succe.ssc.s in Dongal with envy and 
Ki lieiig.ii appreliGiisiou The ITeueli factoiies had been annihilati'd Was jL not possible 
that theirs might shaic a similar late^ It is true that while the llrltLsh and 
Dutch ’vv^ere at peace, this could hardly happen by open violence, but the .same 
thing might bo accomplished by underhand means Ihe dangi'r to which an 
important branch of the Dutch trade had I'cci'utly been exposed b^'tlie establish¬ 
ment of a saltpetre monopoly in favour ol the Fhiglish C'onijiany, was a ease in 
point Others of a simiLir nature might be expected to follow, and thercloie 
the true policy was to place their settlement on a footing which vvonld command 
respect, or if neee.ssary enfoiee- it 'J'heri- is .some incunsi.stoncy in the motives 
re,oh|tet>, liy -ssliich the Dutch are .said to have heen actuated Aceoi'ding to one account, 
they had refused to recognize the revolution wliich had given the jiahohship of 
Bengal to Meer Jalher, and, fearing liis veugeanei', determined to prejiare a i'oree 
which would enable them to defy it. Aecuuling to anotber account, tlicy bad 
come to an understanding with Rleer JafHer, and with bis sanction ilttcd out an 
armament wbiub, airiving at a time wlieii the ihiglish Compan_y'.s troojis bad been 
diminished hy the expedition to the Doithei'ii C'irears, would enable him to .sliake 
Jiiinself free of the yoke wliicli they had imposed upon him It is impossible to 
decide between the coullicting- motives thus attrihnted to the Dutch. The only 
important que.stioii foi Clive, was to decide on the eomse which ought to b(‘ 
jmrsued when the annaineiit should make its appearance, De laid early maile 
up his mind to repel it at all hazards, Ihoiigh he was well aware how dillicult it 
would he to justify the jiroceoiding When remonstrated with by some of bis 
friends on the re.sponsibility be would iueur by ojiposing the passage of the 
armament of a friendly power up tlie Ganges, lie answered that "a indilie man 
may occasionally be called upon to act ivitb a baiter round Ids neclc ” On this 
priiieiplo be was prepared to act, but be was earefid at the same time not to omit 
any precaution which might, o.stensibly at least, place biiii in Die right and the 
Dutch in the wi'ong. 

uiva-Biiro- The nabob, even if he bad given Ids sanetion to the Dutch armauient, wa.s 

yiVTAtlOUfltO ^ ^ 

not prepared to avow it, and Clive tlierefore liad litile difficulty in procuring 
from him an order " to oppose and prevent any foreign troops being brought into 
hi.s country.” This order Die tri'aly made with the nabob bound him to obey; 
and hence, in opposing the Dntcli, he could now a.s.sert that ho was anting, not 
in his own name, but in that of the Bengal goverrunont. H’liis was an important 
point gained, for it bad the effect of depriving the Dutch of Die charactoi' of allies, 
in which they desired to appear, and exliibiting tliem in that of aggi’essors. 
Accordingly, when their first shiji carrying a body of troops arrived, they •were 
obliged to pretend that Negapatam was her destined port, and that having been 
driven from it by stress of weather, she would again leave the Hnoghly as soon 
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us slio liud obtuiucd u supply of "wu-tor uud provisions. Olive refused to give uuy a d 17 ,'io 
eredit to thus pi'ctciiee, and a detacliineut, composed partly of the naijob’.s and 
paiily of tlie Coinpany’.s troops, took possession of the fort of Tunna and the 
buttery opjiosite to it, witli ordere to search all bouts and ve.sscd.s passing up the 
river. This jiroecediiig culled foiili strong remonstrances from the repre.senta- 
Lives of the iiuLcli company at Chin.snrah, Lot Clive persisted, asserting that he 
was acting in obedience to tim naljolf.s orders, and in fulfilment of obliLOitions to 

O 

ndiieh be wa.s .solemnly bound b_y treat}’ 

In Cctubcr, ]7l>9, the Dutch armament, consisting of six or seven capital sn.iriLinu, 
ships crowded with soldicr,s, arrived at Fulta. When the intelligence was 
received, Meer Jaffier was living in Calcutta as Clive’.s g’uest. Hi.s eviilent con^ 
iusion left little doubt that he liad been pla}nng a deceitful part ; but lie made 
light of the matter, and on leaving Calcutta boa.sted that he iroidd soon eha,sti.se 
the insolence and disnhedience of the Dutch. How he meant to fulfil this boast 
ap])earc!(l a fi'w day.s after, when a letter was received from him stating that lie 
had granted the Duteli some iudidgeuce in their trade, and that “they had 
(mgaged to leave tlio river with their ships and troops as soon as the .season 
would pej'uiiL.” Tlie .season could never be more favoiu'able for their depaj'ture 
than at that very time, and tins fact, joined to otlier suspicious circuinstances, 
made it certain that the nabob either had had an understanding with the Diitcli 
(Vom tho very first, or had been convinced by tliem that his own tortuous policy 
would be besst promoted by allowing them to bring up their troop.s if they couM 
Clive was thus once moi'e in a dilemma; but as the nabob had not withdrawn 
his [n'evioirs orders, he was .still able to assert that lie was acting under them. 

Hence, when the Dutch, deeming themselves riiie for action, sent a kind of mani- a nuteh 

_ , , . nuanfusTo, 

iesto, iiiwliicli fchey recapiLulaierl their alleged grievances, and vowed vengeance 
and repriisals if their hoat.s wei'e .searclied and their pas.sage up the river olistnicted, 
lu' an,severed in name of the Company, that "we had given no insult to their 
eolonrs, or attacked or touched their property, or infringed their privileges; that 
with res])ect to their bringing troops into Bengal, the nabob knew best hoAvfar it 
Ava,s incumbent on him to preserve the peace and tranrpiillity of his country; 
that tlieir boats bad been stopped and searclied, and the advance of their troops 
opposed by orders from the viceroy, and under tlie emperor his master’s colours, 
and by his troops; that they must therefore apply to him, and that Ave were 
ready to interpose our friendly offices to mitigate his resentment.” After giving 
this answer, which under tho circumstances may be thought, as he himself 
admits, to have “savoui'ed soineAvhat of audacity,” lie lo.st no time in preparing 
to follow out the decisive course which he had r&solved to adopt His means, 
however, were not Amry adeiprate. There were only tlmee British ships in the 
river to oppose tlie Dutch sqmuh'on of .seven. The troops, also, Avere far feAver 
in number, and instead of being concentrated, Avere obliged to he arranged in 
two separate detachmente—tlie larger one being .stationed under Captain Knox 
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ad ITD'I at Tiiniia, wliert; tJic passage of tlie river could be best disputed; while Lheotln'r, 
under Colonel Forde, now ictinned from the CircarB, jiuxa-oded noitliwavd to 
intercept the Uutcli troojrs sliould any attempt bo made to mai'cb tliein to (Jhin- 
.smali by land, 

Hoaihtioi Amid these iireparations, wbat ( live’s findings 'wore wiU be best explained 

coiimiLiueil L L ^ 

ill Ills own words “ Wc Ibi-iinl oui’ soiiLiiueiiis a ^ood doal eniharj’ussiHl, duidifc- 
ing wlietlier we should .stand justilied to onr country and em]>l()y('is in eoiii- 
mencing' liostilitics again.st an ally of England, Hupposing they slioiUd jic'r.sist in 
passing the batteries below with their .slii])s and troops In this situatioTi, we 
anxiously washed the mxt bonr would bring ns ncw.s of a decLuatiou of 
war with Uolland; whicli we bad imleed some reason to expect liy our last 
advices from England” Eoitiinately, tbe 1 Pitch themsi'hu's removed all .sernples 
Ip' being the first to connueuce hostilities Having si'ized a number of the 
gi'ain boats and otlier vcs.scls belonging to the Conipaipy, they tore down their 
coliaus, transferred the stores to their own .sbi[)s, and treated their crews as 
l>ri.soners ITo.stilities being' thus o])enly dechwed, they proeceiled n[> the I'iver, 

while the three British 
ve.ssels, under eonuuaud of 
C'ommoilore Wilson, fol¬ 
lowed at a short distauco 
in tlieii' wake. d.'lii* ordens 
given to the commodore 
were to pass the Dutch and 
anchor above tin* batberu'.s 
lieJbi'o bo had tlnn' to exe¬ 
cute, tlioiu, the eommeneo- 

■WoLACEs Grain BoAifl or Oalcoipa—IV om Ties Iluuloufa « i . 

meut ol hostdiLies bad 
cluuiged the position of affairs and caused the transmission of a new order, “to 
demand immediate restitution of our sldp.s, subject.s, and property, or to light, 
sink, burn, and de.stroy tlio Dutch ships on their refu.sal” On the, 23d of 
November, when this order was .sent, the Duteh huided 700 European and 
about 800 native troops; the very next day Commodore Wilson obtiyed the 
engagement of tw'o boims gained a complete victory. All 
the vessels of the Dutch squadron, struck their dag except one, whicIi endea¬ 
voured to escape, and was ako taken. On hearing of the landing of the 
Dutch troops, the detachment .stationed at Tatuia under Captain Knox (pdttccl 
it, and mardiecl to reinforce that under Colonel Forde, who bad previously 
repulsed an attack made upon him at Chaudornagore, aud pursued the fugitives 
with some daugiiter to the very barriers of Cbiusurah. Having been joined by 
Captain Knox, he- was prepaiing to invest it, when he learned that the Dutch 
troops which had been landed from the ships had arrived on the plain of Bodarra, 
and been there joined by part of the Ghinsm-ah garrison, which had olucled his 
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vigilance It is said that lie liad not then leeeived autlwiitjto fight, but seeing 
the adsantagoof his position, wrote a note, stating that “if he liad the older in 
council, he could attack the Dutch with a fail prospect of destiojino them" 
Clive K'coived the 
note while idiiyhig 
at cauls, and, with¬ 
out quitting the 
tahlc, artsweicd in 
pencil “DearForde, 
fight them iiiiinedi- 
ately 1 will send 
}ou the order of 
council to-nioiiow” 
lie oheyed, and was 
as successful as he 
had anticipated 
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iris force, cou,sisiing of only 330 Europeans and about 800 sepoys, after a 
short and liloody cngngeincnt, put to total lOut an enemy consisting of 700 
Emvipean.s, and a .still hirger nnmlm- of native tz-oop.s The Dutch, now com- 
plololy humbled, asked submissively for teinus, and on acknowledging themselves 
the aggressors and agieeiiig to pay costs and damages, obtained the restitution 
of their ship.s 

Till' affair, however, was not yet over Meeruu, the nabob’s son, arrived in C(m<iit»oi,» 
the neighbourhood of Clun,surali at the head of about 7000 horse Awaie of the th. umui 
suspicions which attached to his father and himself, as having instigated, or at 
least connived at the Dutch expedition, he would have endeavoured to wipe 
them off by the severity of his proceedings, liad not Olive, after being written 
to in the ino.st .supplicating terms, interposed his mediation, and obtained peace 
for the Dutch on the following conditions;—That they should never negotiate 
war, introduce or enlist troop.s, or raise fortifications in the country ; that they 
should be allowed to keep 12,3 European soldieis, and no more, for the service 
of their factories of Chin,snrab, Oossimbazar, and Patna, and that they should 
forthwith send away all theii' other troops with the ships which had brought 
them. 

Tlio defeat of the Dutcli armament was the last seivice of impoitance wMch 

. BOI\ea to 

Clive rendered before he took his departure for Engkiid He had for some time iiejuu-for 
been preparing for this event, but wlien he announced it a,s determined, ad classes 
in Dengal concurred in regarding it as a pubhc calamity. Meer Jaffier had often 
winced under his reproofs, and deeply resented his interference as often as he was 
thwarted in some favourite object. He was aware, however, that bn cases of 
real difficulty^ he could calculate on receiving effectual assistance from him, and 
he was therefore filled with alarm when he thought of the difficulties to which 
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he might ho leduood after lie was left to liis own fc'sourccs, ami the tiucertaiu 
support of the hiclividual wlio might he called to occupy witliout being able to 
fill Clive’s place. The shazada Avas again ou the frontier meditaCng a new in- 
A^asiou. How would he be able to repel it? Nor was this all 'I'he ascendency 
Avhich the Company had acquired had opened a door to innnniej’abh' abusi's; and 
the revenues of the government, as well as the geiu'ral ])ros])erity ot the ]iopula- 
tiou, had been scriousl^mliminished by the preposterous excnqition.s claimed and 
the gross oppression often practised hy the oflicials of tlie Company in carrying 
on trade, and giving iiermits to otlmi's to cai'iy on trade, for their o\ru indi- 
Audual profit. All siadi ahnses Clive had eAmr shoAvn ;i Avillingnes.s to kee]) 
within hounds. Would his .successor ho simllaily disposed? and ii’ he were, w onld 
he he equal to the task? Under the inlhiencc of such considerations, Meer dafller 
would gladly hiwe purchased Clive’s continued residence in llcngal at almost 
any price, The leading civil .seiwauts of the Compan.y Avcrc ecpially urgent in 
pressing him to postpone his departure. Warren Hastings, in particular, ad¬ 
dressed to him a long letter, in which, Avhile expressing his ladief tliat the Judioh 
Avas “both hy interest and inclination heartily attached to tin; Ihigiish,’’ ho 
argued that the peo[)le ahout him would use every possil)l(' means t<i alienate 
his affection,s, and that as he was “hnt of an irve.sohite and unsettled tempi'r, it 
woidd ho impf)ssible for him, aftei- Clive’s absence emboldened them to throw off 
the mask, to hold out against the united inllucuce of so many evil connselloiu” 
Next he reuiiuded him of “the dangers wc are threatened with from onr natural 
enemies the French, which, by your resiguafiou of the service, will b(> douhled 
upon us, and in which it is Amry probable the nabob Avill stmnl iienfcei-” After 
mentioniiig a fact coufimiatory of this vieAV, he adcLs, “I do not a.dvanee this as 
an argument that the nabob is iuelinahle to the French; hnt I think it wouhl 
not be difilcult to persuade him that it would he for his interest to sulfer the, 
Frcncli to come into thi.s country again, both for the inciease of Ids revenues 
(a A^eiy preAuiiling argument) and to balance the poAver of the English,” The 
last argument i,s drawn from the state of matters at the Mogul courl. “ I know 
not,” he says, “in what light you may reganl the propo.sal lately made from 
Uellii, or whether the consideration of the furtluT advantages that may I'osult 
from a nearer connection with that coui’t (inAvluch your intei-ventiou appears of 
indispensable necessity) dcseiwe to be thrown into the scale; though T must own 
it is my opinion that notlnng can contribute so much to establish the poAver of 
the English in this country ou the most solid and la,sting foundation as an in¬ 
terest properly esta,bli,shed at that court.” 

None of thase arguments had sufficient Aveight to clumgc Olivets re,solution. 
Some of them, indeed, rather tended to confirm it, as they satibfied him that some 
of the most important objects pointed at might he more eftectnally .secured by 
Ilia pre-sence in England than by Ida continued residence in Bwigal. In the 
beginning of 1759 he addre.s.aed a letter to the celebrated British miniiSter 
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VViJIiiiiii Pitt, ii{t6)'wai'ds Earl of (JLiitliaiii, in which he unfolded Ids views as to a d it^jo 
tlio luini'e ot iTiclia, After ruierring to tlie great revolution which had Ijeeii 
c/ioctod, lie goes on to say, "Much more jet in time he done if the Coiii- 
jiaiiy will exert tliemselves in the inannw the importance of their [ireserit pos- riire's \if-v. 
s(‘ssions and future pro.sjioets deserves. I have represented to tliem in the futuw'ro' 
strongest terms the expediency of .sending out, and keeping up constantly, such 
a loreo as will cnalile them to embrace the first opportunity of further aifn'rau- 
dizing themseh'ea, and I dare pronounce, from a thorough knowledge of this 
country’s govermueut, and of the genius of the people, acquired by two yeans' 
a})pli('ation and experience, that sucli au opportunity will soon offer.” The 
reigning soubahdar, he adds, still “retains hi.s attaehinent to us, and proliably 
while he has no other support will continue to do so; but Mus.sulmans are so little 
inlluenced by gratitude, that should he evei tlimk it his intere.st to break with 
u.s, tho obligations he owes us would piovc no restinini” Moreover, “he is 
advanced in years, and his .son ia so cruel, worthle.ss a young fellow, and so 
appar(3ntly au enemy to the English, that it will be almo.st un.siife trusting him 
Avith the succession So small a body as 2000 Europeans will secure us again.st 
any apprehensions from either the one or the other; and, In case of their daring 
to he troublesome, enable the (Jompauy to take the sovereignty upon themselves” 

In taking this step there would ho no opposition on the part of tlie ]jeo|de, who 
"■would rejoice in so ha.ppy an exchange as that of a mild for a desjmtic govern¬ 
ment;” nor on the part of tlic Mogul, whose sanction might easily he obtained 
“provided 'wo agreed to pay him the stipulated allotment out of the revenues, 
viz., fifty lac.s yearly.” Indeed, adds Olive, “application has been }narle to me 
from tho court of Delhi to take chai’ge of collecting tlii.s payment, the jicnson 
intrusted with which i.s styled the king’s de-wan, and is the next jjerson both in 
dignity and po'wer to the subah. But tliis high office I have been obliged to 
decline for the present, ns I am unwilhng to occasion any jealousy on the part 
of the subah; especially as I .see no, likelihood of the Company’s jjroviding us 
with a sufficient force to support properly so coirsiderablc an employ, and which 
would open a way for onr securhig the suhahship to ourselves.” 

An obvious objection to the accomplishment of these views could not e.scape as onimate 

‘ ^ , and pro- 

the notice of Clive, and he therefore continues thu-s: "So large a .sovereignty poseiiam- 
may po,s.sibly be an object too cxteii,sive for a mercantile company; and it is to itBrovtinucM 
be feared they are not of themselves able, witliout the nation’s assistance, to 
maintain so wide a dominion. 1 have therefore presumed, sir, to represent this 
matter to you, and submit it to your consideration, whether the execution of a 
design, that may hereafter be carried to still greater lengths, be w'orthy of tlie 
government's taking it in liand. I flatter myself I have made it pretty clear to 
you that there will he little or no difficulty in obtaining the absolute possession 
of these rich kingdoms; and that with the Mogul’s own consent, on condition of 
paying him less than a fifth of the revenues thereof.” Dwelling on this argu- 
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iiient, which he justlj'’ believed to be the most potent ol all, he contiiu.ios tluis; 
“ Now I leave you to judge, whether au income yearly ot upwards; ol £2,000,000 
sterling, with tlie possession of three provinces ahoundmg in thn most valuable 
productions of nature and art, he an object deserving tlio ])ublLe utLeiiLion; and 
whether it he wortli the nation’s wliile to take the proper measures to soein'o 
■such an acrpiisition—an aeipiisition which, niulcr the nianagemonfc ot so aide and 
disiutereattid a niiiii&ter, would prove a source ol immense wealth to the king¬ 
dom, and might in time he appropriated in part as a lund towfirds diminishing 
the heavy load of debt under whicli we at present labour.’ 

This letter wa.s delivered by Mr. Walsh, who had been Olive’s secretary, and 
was mentioned iii it as one who was “a thorough master of tlie .subject,” and “aide 
to explain the whole design, and the facility with which it may be ('xocuted” 
After some delay he was admitted to an interview with the minister, who spfdce 
of the matter darkly, acknowledging that the affair wa.s “very practicable,” but, 
at the same time, “of a very nice nature,” and left him with the impression that 
the Company would he allowed to do what they })leasc'd ’fhe account of this 
interview did not roaoli Clive till he had .saih'd for .England. T’he al)scnce of 
any information as to the effect of his letter may have been one of Llui reasons 
for hastening his departure, but tlie immediate occasion of it was tlie di.sgu.st pro¬ 
duced by a letter from the directors In answer to a,n address from tiu- Euro¬ 
pean inhahitauts of Calcutta, he did not scruple to say that the ill-treatment 
received in that letter had fully determined him “in throwing up tlio .sm-vice,” 
and, in common with Me.ssrs Hohvell, Playdell, Sumnci’, and M'Cuiro, memhera 
of council, lie commented upon it in tlie plainest terms, eluiraeterizing the 
diction of it “ as most uuworthj'- youreelves and xis, in whatever relation eou- 
.sidered, either as mastei’.s to servants, or gentlemen to genLlenieii.” lie would 
have been able, however, to overcome thts passing di.sgu.st and remain at liis 
po.9t, had ho not felt convinced that he miglit he more usefully employed at 
home in awakening the Company to their true intereate, and exerting his inllu- 
ence to control the violent factions into which the court of directors was at this 
time divided. 

Clive sailed from India on the 25th of February, 1760. Before leaving lie 
had secured the appointment of Mr. Taiisittart as his successor in the govern¬ 
ment, and of Colonel CaUiaufl as commander of the army. The latter appoint¬ 
ment took effect immediately; hut the former, as Mr. Vansittart had been 
previously attached to the pre.sidency of Madras, wa,y deferred for a time, 
and Mr. Holwell, by virtue of seniority, became temporary govcnion Euring 
his short temu’e of office Mr. ETolwell laboui’ed hard, and was succeRsful in con¬ 
vincing his colleagues that another revolution in Bengal was necessary. Honoe, 
when Mr. Vansittai't arrived in July to assume tlie government, the whole 
scheme was laid before him, Moer Jaffior was to be persuaded, or if necessary 
forced info a resignation of all executive authority, and to rest satisfied with a 
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nioi-e]y nominal ,sovei'eignfcy. while the reality was to he exercised by Meer Cos- ad iroo. 
shn, his son-in-law. Mr. Vaii.sittart, as a .stranger, was naturally disposed to he 
guided hy the loeal exijerience of his council, and on their representations, umcli 
more than liis own indepciident ccmvictions, cimeurred in the proposed rerolu- 
tion. Belori! proceeding to explain its nature and results, it will ho necessary 
to turn lor a little to sonic important military operations. 

Calliaud had arrived from Madras Avitli a reinforcement of troops, toward Tijf.h,vi.ia 
the end of Novemher, 17o!J. As the reapjiearance of the shazada on the fron- 
tier had spread general alarm, he act out for Moorshedahad with SjO Envopeams. 

1000 sepoys, and six pieces of cannon. He was thei'e joined by Li,000 horse 
and tweuty-iive pieces of cannon, under the command of Memm, and proceeded 
in the direction of Patna. During the march, intelligeuce arrived that tlie 
Emperor Akungeer IT., during the confusion produced by a new invasion of the 
Alidallcos, laid been murdered by his vizier, GhaA-u-din, arid consequentlj^ that 
tlie shazada had become the legal pos,sessor of the imperial throne. Hi.s former 
title was tlu'refore exchanged for that of Shah Alum, and it was now impo.ssihlG 
to re.sisi him on the same grounds as formerly. He cyuld no longer he regarded 
as a fugitive from hi.s father’s court, but as invested with all the rights of the 
Mogul. The empire, however, was completely dismembered, and the different 
nabobs aiifl governors, though still to some degree overawed by tlie name, con¬ 
tinued to pursue any course wliicii seemed most conducive to their own interest, 
as if totally uiinffectod by the clumge in succession which liad taken place. 

The only individual of jiolitical impoiiance who espoused the cause of tlie 
new emperor was the Nabob of Oude.' He had been invested witli the ofiice of 
vizier of the empire, and behoved at least to make some show of espousing his 
cause. Pie did it, how'-ever, with .so much lukewanTmes.s, that Shah Alum 
was little benefited, and soon fonnd his resources totally inadequate to any 
great enterprise. He was able, witli some difficulty, to make hi.s appearance once 
more before Patna, Bamnarain, the governor, whose fidelity to Meer Jaflier 
liad been su.spected during tlie previous attack, seemed now to be animated 
with a superabundant zeal, and, contrary to the express injunctions of Calliaud, 
who had waruod him against risking an engageuient till he himself should 
arrive, mavchod out, in the hope of gaining glory, and only sustained a disgrace¬ 
ful defeat. Patna itself would probably have fallen had not Calliaud hastened Hiaopim- 
forward, and completely repaired the disaster. Tlie emporai'in his flight reached 
the town of Behar, and there took the bold step of marcliing directly into Bengal. 

Calliaud, thus left bchiml, no sooner became aware of his movements, than lie 
hastened hack a,s fast as the perverse delays of Meerumvould allow; and by the 
aid of boats, which carried his .infantry rapidly down the Ganges, while the 
horse followed ly land, came up with the enemy on the 7th of March. Tlie 
emperor, thus brought to bay, dexterously avoided an engagement by striking 
into a mountainous tract; and, after many hardships, made his appearance on 
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ihe plains only tliii'ty miles west of Moonslicdabiul Tlad liG exocuLod Ids plan 
with the same boldness Avith which he had conccivGMl it, he niiglit have' made, a 
successt'iil dash at the capital, and even taken iVU'cv Jadiev him,sell prisoner, lint 
he lingered till Calliaud, Avho had been following on his tmek, was again within, 
reach of him, 'flms frnstratod in Ida ohjeet, he prodUHl hy the ol.istrnetions 
Avhich Calliaud ex]>erienc('d from the rctasal ot the mihoh to furnish hh\i with 
earmlry, and retraced his stcp.s to Patna Tfere he was joined hy M. Liiw, with 
Ids French party; and though repulsed iu two a.ssaults, was i)reparing for a 
third, Avhich pronufsed to l)e successful, Avhen the arrival of a detarbinent sent 
forward by Callland, under Captain Ivuo.x, proAV'd the doath-hloAv to all his 
hopes This odicer, Avho had made a flying inarch, remarkable for its ra]ddiLy, 
arriAmd misocn hy the enemy, took them hy surprise, and ecuupeUeil them pre¬ 
cipitately to rai.se the siege. 

The only chief avIio novr remaiued zealous in Hhah Alum’s si'rvlcc wa,s Lho 
governor of Purueab, Avho had collected an a.rmy and was on the mar(ih to join 
him, Calliaud, accompanied as before by Meerun, set out from Ilajamahal to 
give Idm battle; and while on the inai'ch received inlolligamee Llial it had been 
fought ami aw)ji hj^ Cajdain Knox. Tliis gallant olfiecr Ijaving honn ordered to 
liaras.s the enemy’,s rear, crossed from Patna to the other .side of Uk', tbiug(,i,s 
Avith only 200 Europe,aas, a battalion of sepoys, ami fihouL dOO lior.se. lie had 
determined to .surprise ihe eueiiiy’.s camp during tlio night, hut missed lus Avay, 
and Avheu morning dawned, found himself iu pi-esence of a force of 12,000. Jleiiig 
nearly .surrounded, he could .scarcely" have made his c.scape. Nor did he attempt 
it. With his mere liaudful of troojrs, he boldly" ri.sked the cneouuter, and al'tor 
a (ionflict of .six Jrours proved A'ictorioas 'I'lie governor orPuriiuah, thus unable 
to cope Ayith a .small detacliiiioufc, bad no iiieliiiation to fai'o the main army under 
Calliaud and Mccnui; who, following iij) the pursuit, OA'ortook him and cap¬ 
tured his lieavy b.aggage and artillery. In the liopc of gaining the hn'g(! trea¬ 
sure,s Avhich ho Avaa reported to have AAutli him, lie wa.s .still pursued, though the 
rains had .set in Acith unusual violence. 'JTii.s pui'.suit proved fatal to Meerun. 
After it had eontiuued four day"s, lii.s tent Avaa .struck by lightning on the 3d of 
July, 1700. It contained, beside Iiim.self, a .story-teller, and a, seryant cnii>l()yed 
iu patting lu,s feet. They all perished. Mocriiu, aaTio liy his crimes had inm'ifced 
thi.s aA'vfnl end, left Tione to regret him; hut to proA’-ent the confusion and pro- 
hahJe di.sljancling of Ids army, the fatality Avas euneealed for several day.s, and 
Calliaud succeeded in reaching Patna in safety". 

When Mecrun’s deafcJi became knoAvn at Moorshodabad, the troop.s broke 
out in mutiny, and .siurounding the palace threatened the. nabob with iirstaut 
death, if he did rrot immediately satisfy their arrears of pay, PI is k-ea,sury was 
empty, and peace Avas only restored hy tlie interposition of Meer Cossim, the 
naboh’.s .son-in-IaAV, Avho advanced a present sum of throe kc,s of rmpcjcs, and 
became security for the pajnncnt of the rest of the arrears within a .spnoified 
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time Meer Cossiiu, iii granting this assistance, had stipulated that he should ad, iroo 
hu regarded as the next iii ,sncees.sion to the nabohship. At this very time lie 
was aspiring to the posses.sion of it without waiting for siicee&,sion ■ and when 
sounded on the sulijcct by Mr, Hulwell, had signified his readiness in a mamicr s.-hom.-t.. 
which iiLight to have satisfied that gentleman how imwortliy he wa.s of the least j.Ti'.ai’.mT 
countenance. His proposal was to seat Inmself on tlie musnud, by causing hi.s 
father-in-law to be jissassiriatcd Mr. Ilolwell says that “ho expressed much 
astonisbineut and abhorrence at the overtnre,” and distinctly told Meer Cussiin 
‘•'that unless he dropped all mention, as well as every intention ami attempt of 
the measure he ha.d intimated, the conference must end there,” Meer C'ossim, 
so far from being ahaslied, could not even understand Mr. Ilolwell’s scruples, 
which only made ’him fear that ho “was not ao much his friend ,w lie liopeil 
and expected,” iStrange to say, tlio negotiation with this would-be assassin was 
still continued, and issued in a formal treaty, h}^ -wducli Meer Jafier was to he 
stripped of everything hut the name of sovereign, and Meer Cossim was forth¬ 
with to he invested with the whole executive autlxority. On tlic part of the 
Company, it wa,s stijudated that tlie snin due to them should be paid, that the 
districts of Durdwan, Miduaiiore, and Cliittagong should lie assigned to them 
foi’ the maintenance of a .siifHcient force in Bengal, and that five lacs of rupees 
should bo given as a jireseiit for the war in the Carnatic. 

'['lie jjrctexis for this treaty were tlie contempt and detestation which Meer Curmir 
Jaflhu' had provoked by his iniagoverument, Ins inability to contend xvith the jjoiij 
diflicuLtios witli whicli he was surrounded, and the state of the Couipany’s 
finances, which made it alasoluLcly necessary tliat iheir existing claims on the 
governmeut should be satisfied, and tliose which conld not ful to arise in future 
be secured boforebaud by .some material guarantee. AVlien all these thing's are 
admitted, the gross injustice and impolioy of the new revolution are still mani¬ 
fest "IVIiiitever tlie demerits of Meer Jaffier might he. they could scarcely be 
greater than those of the man who, though hound to him by the closest affinity, 
would have carved a way to the throne by assassinating bim. The pecuniary 
difficulties could not be dimini.shed b}' the substitution of a new nabob, who 
brought no nmv resources of his oavu, nor coidd the general confusion of the 
government be diminished by abrupt revolutionary chauges, Be.sides, the Com- 
]iany stood bound by .solemn treaty to maintain Meer Jafiier on the tlmme, and 
tiicve could not he a greater breach of ftiith than the arhitnny determinatioa to 
depose him. But it is unnecessary to examine the ostensible pretexts for this 
dishonourable and inicjuitons proceeding, since the real motive, though carefully 
concealed at the time, was soon disclosed, and proved that the leadei's in the 
now revolution, while pleading puhUc principle, had only been coriaulting their 
avarice. On the very night when the agreement with Meer Co$mn was signed, 
he made a tender of twenty lacs of rupees to the members of the atdect com¬ 
mittee. They were not refused; but it was deemed decent to decline acceptance 
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Of the. money thus shamefully cxtoi 1(3(1, X.SO,()()0 went into tlie pocktst of I\Ir. 
Ifolwell. Ml'. Vansiltart, after refusing to concur in the demand oC payment, 
snrnionnted hi.s scru}des, and accepted £511,000 as his share. 

All these arrangements had been made without the knoAvledge of Moor 
Jaffier, who hecaine aeipiainted with them tor the first time when a depid.ation 
of the council of Calcutta Avaited ujinn him, for the purpose of conferring- w'ith 
hiiu generally upon naittens of govermnent. Mr. Van.siUart, w'ho headed tin; 
deputation, laboured to iiiqu'eas the naiad) Avith the ahnse.s of his ailniiiiistration, 
and laiving thus wrung From him an expre.ssion of his Avillingncs.s to he guided 
hy the advice of hi.s Eng'li.sh friend.s, suggested the propriety of employing some 
one among “ the tuiboh’s ehildreu” to .set alfairs in order. 'J’he old laihoh was 
thus gradually led to confess that old age and grief for the death of M(>ernu 
had incapacitated him for struggling wnth dilluadiic.s, and that uoiu' of his nda- 
tions .seemed so capable as Meer Cos.sim of giving him aid. The [)oint wliicli 
had all along been cimningly aimed at, was now gained; ami it was propo.sed 
that Meet' Co.s.sim should he .sent for. This projiosal, and the laiste wdth wliieh 
it Avas urged, aroused the nabobs suspicions, and he withdi'ow, coinpl.'dning of 
fatigue. It Avas (expected tliat the husiness would he re.suniod nox(. day; hut as 
the iialjob made no coiamimicatiou, tlio deputie.s threw o/f tim mask, aaid .sent 
a letter aerpudnting him that all their measures were taken, and that Colonel 
Calliaud Avas ready to execute them if necessary by force The iufonuatum 
threw him into a trans])ort ot rage, aiul he coni])laiueil hittcrl')) of the tri'iu.ilu'V)' 
of AAducli he had been the dupe. Ultimately disdaining to accept of a nominal 
hoveveignt3^ or to trust his life in the hands of a .sou-iudaw, of Avhose hJood- 
thirsty character he was too Avell awaire, he acc(*pted of the p(5nsi()n offered to 
liiin, and took up liis residence in Calcutta.. 

imprj.S!3ihle that a transaction marked by so much duplieiL 3 ''' and injus- 
fmiiaofthi). tire could prosper. Tlie inhahitanks, iude(3d, looked on with comoarativo indif- 

tiausactioii. p , ^ 

lerence to a change ot nmstoiAS Avhich, if it pi'oiuised little amelioration of their 
condition, could scarcely make it Avorsc than it Avas, The lir.st bitt(U' fruits w( 3 re 
reaped in Calcutta itsedf, Avhere the council Ijecame divided into two irartie.s—the 
one cordially approving, and the other (h3cidedly condomning the revolution 
Avhich had been eflcctecl. 1 o tbo lornrer, of cour.se, bolonged those avIka-so pecU" 
niaiy circumstances had been greatly ini])roA''ed by it; while the other consisted, 
not indeed exclusively, hnt mainly of those who, not having been luemhers of 
the select committee, did not sliare in tho extorted money, and could con,so- 
rpiently boast of being actuated hy pure and disinterested motive.s. Even had 
Mr, Tan,sittart not fnnuahed too good a handle for the vituperation of tliis 
party, there were circimistaaices in his nominatioii Avliich made it anything hut 
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iiccoptiil.lc He had been brought fiom a different presidency, and was thus ad nei. 
viewed l)_y several ineiubeis of tlie council as an intrader, wlio, Avitliout aiiv 
beitc'r (pialdicaLion than the recommendation of (Jlive, had hrulcen in upon tlie 
rotation which must, sooner or later, have put them m possession of the highest 
olyect of Hieu- ambition Thus at the ve,y time when the unsettled state of 
M-oer Jaffier s govm'unieut was held a sufficient ground for dethroning him, the 
council chamher of Calcutta was itself the scene of acrimonious discussions and 
violent dissensioim ^ The governor from the very first liad a bare majority, and 
w.is eie long left iu a minority by the dismissal of his principal supporters. 

They had signed the remonstrance which Clive drew u]) Viefore he sailed, and in 
wliicli he complained in no measui-cd terms of the language employed in the 
geuGi-al letter of the directors They in their turn were equally offended with 
the rcmonatrauco, and vindicated their dignity by ordering that any one of the 
subscribuns still in their service should forthuoth 
he dismissed, and not only dismissed, hut scut 
homo to England In this way some of the most 
cxpericuci'd members of council were lost to it, at 
the time Avhen they could least he spared, and were 
supplied in some instances by men equally devoid 
of oxjieriem'o and temper. 

H'he kind of internal adminiati-ation which 
Moer Cossiin, now installed as nabob, was about 
to 2Hirsne, remained for a short time, uncertain. 

Hhah Alum was again hovering on the finnticr, 
and it was necessaiy, before settling the home 
government, to be relieved from the expense and 
idai'in of a foreign war. Accordingly, Major Garnac, 
who liad assumed the command of the British army 
iu India, fixed his head-quarters at Patna in the 
hoginning of January, 1701, and as soon as the 
rains ceased, connnenced the campaign. Shall 
Alum was only at a short distance to the west,, and 

being overtaken before he could muster an adequate force, was easily defeated. 

Law had joined him with Lis Frenchmen, and was taken prisoner. Carnac’s 
instructions were rather to negotiate than fight An offer of the dewanuee liad, 
as we have already seen, been made to Clive; and Mr. Yansittart, following Alum, 
out his views, was disposed to think that the time when it would no longer be 
advisable to decline it, might soon arrive. But, even apart from tiffs considerar- 
tion, it seemed important to foriu such a connection with the emperor as would 
secure the sanction of ins name to whatever measures it might be thoiiglit 
necessary to adopt. Oarnac accordingly, instead of following up his victory, 
solicited an interview, and after some demur was permitted to visit Shall jUnin 
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in his camp. A friendly nnder.standing was easily fonned, and tliey returned 
together to Patna. Here, Meer Cossini, after hetraying great jealousy ol' the 
rioir connection wiiich tlie Coinpaiiy had thu.s formeef was induced (o iu'know- 
ledge Shall Alum as emperor, and received formal inve.stiturc iroin him ol (he 
ju’oviiice.s of Bengal, Behar, and Ori.ssa, on an eugagetnent to pay an annual 
I’evn'nue of twenty-four lae.s ol rupec.s Shah Alnui shortly altei' took his 
departure for the west, intending' to endeavour to obtain po.sses.siou ol liis capital. 
Carnac escorted him to the conline.s ot Behar, and, on parting, r('C('ived a new 
ofier of the dewatinee for the Compan 3 ^ 

Meer Go.ssini being thus i-elicved from all apprehensiou of a foreign invader, 
was able to <rive hi.s undivided attention to donie.stie allairs, anil displayed alum- 
dance of vigour, though of a more than questional)le deserijition The gi'eatest 
difficulty of his pi-edccessor had been an empty treasury. It was this which 
kept his army constantly in a state of mutiny, and furnished the eouueil of Oal- 
CLittii with the only plausible ground for dc[)o.siiig him Meer (lo.s,sim’,s first 
object tlioreforo was to supply him,self with money, both to mei't present demands 
and supply funds for future cmergciiele.s. With thi.s view he was rigid in calling 
the collectors and farmers of the public revenne to aeeonut. When balaiiet's 
were due, he was undoubtedly entitled to ekact them, luit the mere wealth of 
the parties was often held to bo sullicicnt evidence of their guilt, and large 
sums were extorted by cruelty and terror. Of ail tiie subordinate goveruors 
none was supposed to have accumulated so much wealtli as the Hindoo llam- 
narain; and Meer Cossim, who hated him as cordially as Mi'or .lalller liad done, 
■was determined at once to gratify his hatred and his avarice, by di'stroying him. 
It was necessary, however, to proceed with caution. Ramiiaraiu hiid obtained 
a guarantee of his personal .safety from Olivo, and had suhsirrineutly rendered 
iinfiortant .service by re.si,sting the attempts of Sliali Alum and his eonfederates 
to obtain a permanent footing iu the province, IJe was thus niiihs- the special 
pi’otection of the Company, and .seemed comsequently secure from dii-ect personal 
violence Still he was liable to account. Meer Cossim ealleil upon him to do 
so, and was met by delays and evasions. This was just as he liad autieipated; 
and he had little difficulty in making out a plarrsihle case of eonqrlaint to the 
governor and council of Calcutta. How could he carry on the government, and 
bow, moreover, could he discharge the obligations he had undertaken to the 
Company, if, through their interference, one of the largest collector.s of the 
revenue wrui emboldened to withhold payment, and even sot him at ilefiarice? 
Unfortunately the civil and military authorities took opposite views on the aub- 
’ ject. Major Carnac and Colonel Cootfe, who had srrperaeded hjur on his arriwrl 
from Madras, believed that Meer Cossim, in calling for accounts, was merely 
employing a sithterfuge to further his desigirs on Itamnaraiir’a life. They had 
too good grounds for this belief; for they wore not only aware of the nabob’s 
anxiety to get the Hindoo into his power, but had been offered large bribes to 
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coiiiiive at iL Mr Vaiisittart, on tlie other liand, seeing nothing hut what was 
reasonable in Moer Cossini’s demand, insisted that every Jacihty should ho 
given liiin Ooote and Carnac still refusing to abandon the comse wliiuh tbev 
had taken, and wliich they held to be the only one consistent with lionour and 
equity, a violent quarrel ensued; and Mr. hhansittart, with tiie sanction of a 
majority of Ids council, took tlie extraordinary .step of recalling both these 
officers to Calcutta, 'fhe remainder of the plot was ea,si]y carried out Ilam- 
narain, deprived of the protection which had Ijeen solemnly ])ledged to him, was 
seized hy his remorsedess enemy, pillaged, and tlirown into prison 

If Mr. Yansittari.’s object in tims ,yhamefnll 3 ' .sacrificing Ramnarain, v.ois to 
bind Meor Cossiin to Rriti.sli intere.st.s, the result must have miserably disap¬ 
pointed him. A quarrel of a much more serious nature immediately arose. Air. 
Ellis, a violent and arrogant man, had been appointed head-factor at Ratna, and 
acted, from the first day lie entci'ed upon office, a.s if his object had been not to 
conciliate, but to exasperate the native goveimnent. His folly soon jn-oduced 
its proper Iruits; and Meer Cossim, stung to the quick b)' rtqieated iirsulis which 
disgraced him in the eyes of his subjects, began to meditate I'evenge. The 
ahuwes practised under the name of private trade had long been a subject of 
Iiitter complaint, Moer Jaffier had not hoeii a month on the mnsnud wlien he 
remoirstrated against the loss .sustained by the public revenue by claims of 
exemption from custom on the part of Em-opean officials of tlie Compaiyy, or 
natives pi'ofessing to be autliorized by tliem. The trade of tlic Companj^ was 
wholly foreign, and was conserjireiitly confined to imports and exjiort..s. By 
express treaty, neitlier of these were liable to cu!3tom,s or transit duties. 'Phis 
exemption was iierfectly understood, and could not he challenged. But besides 
the foreign trade there was a mo,st important inland trade, for which no .such 
exemption could ho claimed. The Company, in fact, had no concern witli it. 
Theii' servants, however, very indifferently paid hy fixed sal.aries, were allov'ed 
to engage in it, and derived from it tlie better part of their ineome.s. Thi.s was 
in itself a. great abuse, and ultimately became a crying injustice. Not sati.sfied 
with being placed on a footing with native traders, the EiU'ope,aa officials not 
only availed themselves of the dnstuks or pas,sports of their employers, to 
smuggle goods which they were never designed to cover, Tint boldlj^ asserted 
that they were entitled to carry on private trade for their own behoof duty free. 
Tlie native traders were thu.s virtually excluded from their own markets, .since 
it was impos.sible for them, while burdened with dutle.s to compete with those 
wlio paid none. They were hence reduced to the alternative of either heconiing 
commercial agents to the British officials, or of pajdng large sruns to them for 
the privilege of being permitted to trade in their name. In either c-ase the 
public J'evenue was grossly defrauded Meer Cossim liad previously complained 
of the abu.se, and after tlie insults of Mr. EUis had exasperated him, was deter¬ 
mined no longer to tolerate it. There cannot be a doirbt that in this he had 
Voi,. I. 
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justice on Ilia side, and did not draw an exaggerated pictnre wlion, in ii letter 
addressed to the governor, in March, 1702, !>e said, “ b’roin tlie lactory ol' (Jid- 
cutta to Cossiinljazar, Patna, and Dacca, all the Pngdish ciders, wltli their 
goinastaks, oLlicers, and ageiiLs in every district of the govermnont, act as col¬ 
lectors, renters, and magistrates, ami setting the Company s uolouis, allow 
iiu power to my olllcei.s. And be,sides this, the gomastalcs and other servants 
in every di,strict, in every market and village, carry on a trad*' in oil, lish, 
.straw, liamhoos, rice, paddy, betel-nut, anil other thiug.s; and every man noth 
a Company's dustnk 'ui his hand regard.s him,sell as not Ic.ss than the Com¬ 
pany.” This statement i.s fully borne out by Mr Ila.stings, who, in a, lelter l,o 
Mr Vansittart, dated only a mouth later, do.scrihe.s the evil complaLiicil of as 
"a grievance wddcli calls loudly for redress; and will, unless duly attciulcd to, 
render inelFectiial any endeavours to create a firm and lasting harmony hclwccn 
the nabob and the Company.” 

The course which ought to liavc been pursued is obvious. 'I’he private trade 
of the Com[»aiiy’s servants ought to have been absolutely iutcrdicted, or at all 
events .subjected to such regulations as would at mice ])votect the ri'vemic and 
the native trader. But by whom were the,so regulations to be made { 'flic 
members of cnimcil in Calcutta were Uiem.selveH the worst ollViuk'vs, and 
having the power of legislation in their hands, were detennined that, Imiipcn 
what might, they would never allow it to he u.sed for the imrpo.so of curtailing 
their emolimieuts Mr, Van&iltavt, feeling himself powerless, was not bold 
enough to lay the axe to the root of the I'vil, and pro])o,sed, ns a comin'omi.se, 
that the trade should be open to tlie Company’s servants as liefori', but sidijeet 
to the payment of the regular duties After much keen debate, ho obtained, or 
tlioiiglit he had obtaiiieil, full powers from the council to make an aiuicahle settle¬ 
ment, With this view he had an interview with the nabob, and obtained his 
reluctant consent to an arrangement by wliich, to prevent the iiieonvenienee of 
repeated .stoppages, the goods of the Company’s .servants engaged in private 
trade were to pay a duty of nine per cent on the prime coat in one .slump .sirni, 
This was far less than was exacteil from tlie native traders, and Mr. VansithU't 
retm'ued, in the belief that if he had erj-ed in any [lart of the bai’gain, it was 
only in having exacted too favourable terms for the Company’s servants. It 
mu,st hence have been with .some surprise and indiguation that, when the tenn.s 
were divulged, lie found them bitterly assailed by all the members of hia 
council except Mr. Hastings, At a full meeting of council, .specially called to 
consider the subject, ten members voted that the private trade of tlie Coiiipanyls 
■servants was like the public trade of their masters, duty free, and that the only 
article on which they ought to pay anything, and that more from conrte.sy 
than legal obligation, was a duty of 2| per cent, on salt. Not satisfied witli 
passing the disgi-aceful resolution, they caused it to be forthwith notifioil to the 
nabob. 
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It is probable that the nabob, tliougli he expressed disappointment at this ad itg-j 
nutilieation, w.is not wholly dissiitislied with it He saw that the grievances 
ot wliiuh he euiujdaiued could not be effectually remedied by the arrangement J'a.i cos^jn 
roucluded ndth Mr. Vansittart, and he was tlicrefore not unwilling that the mumui.l'i" 
whole question should once more be thrown open. He was thus at libeity to 
take the course which seemed to him most expedient. As the servants of the 
C\)inpany, backed by the council at Calcutta, insisted on trading free, be AroulJ 
no longer offer any opposition, but on the coiitraiy would extend tlie privilege 
to all classes of the population, by announcing that in future no duties whatever 
would be levied on the inland trade. He had repeatedly threatened to take 
tills step, but it was so obviously destructive of one of the main sources of the 
public I'evenue, that it was taken for granted he would never cany it into 
ellect. Great then urns the disappointment and consternation at Calcutta when 
it was Icnowu that tlie, private Hade monopoly under whicli so many fortunes 
had been made, and so mucb extortion practised, was cut up by the roots. The 
council showed on this occasion that there was no amount of extravagance and 
iuiipiity which they were not prepared to commit. No fewer than eight of the 
members, under the false and hypocritical pr-otext that the interests of their 
cuiployora would be injuriously affected, recorded it as their opinion that the 
nabob was bound to exact duties from his own subjects and leave the Com¬ 
pany’s servants free. Mr. Vansittart and Mr Hastings again stood alone in 
resisting this monstrous decision, After adopting it, they actually sent n 
deputation to the nabob in the hope of being able to persuade or terrify liim 
into accpiicscenco. But the quarrel was now irrecoircilable, and nothing but the 
sword could decide it. 

While the deputies, Messrs. Amyatt and flay, were vainly endeavouring -j" “‘j"' 
to accomplish the object of their extraordinary mission, some boats loaded vdtb 
arms for the British troops at Patna were stopped by native officers. The 
deputie,s demanded their instant r’elease, but the nabob positively refused unless 
Mr, Ellis was removed from bis office as head-fiictor, or the troop.s of u'hich in 
that capacity he had the control were withdrawn. This step was followed by 
anotlior still more decided. When the deputies proposed to depart, Mr. Hay 
was told that he must remain as an hostage for the safety of some of the nabob’s 
servants who had been impri.soned at Calcutta. It was vain to dream any 
longer of amicable accommodation, and both sides began to prepare for open 
war. The rashness of Mr. Ellis precipitated tlie event. He had for some time 
been alarming the presidency with accounts of the dangers with which he con¬ 
ceived him,self to be .surroimded, and urging them to invest him with discretion¬ 
ary powers, in order that he might be able to act on any emergency without 
waiting for specific instructions from Calcutta, His request was unfortunately 
granted, and ho no sooner learned the reception wliich the deputies bad met 
with, than regarding it as an open declaration of war, he ordered out the 
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troops, and. by a sudden onset uiado liinisclf luasLcr of tlie town o[ Patna,. Tiu' 
citadel, lio\revor, stood out j and the troops, who liad lied on the fu'st surprise, 
having returned, regained the town almost as easily as llioy hatl lost it It 
was now the turn of the Eritisli to act on the deleu.sivo, and they retired to 
their factory for that ])urpo,se. After a short resistance, tlicy Joiiiid tlioir 
position untenable, and hotaldng tlicinseivcs to boats, liastened up the Ganges 
towards Chujirah. Here the eonuuauder of the district aLtack(ul tluuu, and 
the}^ were obliged to surrender. The factory of Cossimbazar was i,ak(.'ii and 
plundered at the same time; and all who had hoeu taken at both places were 
sent off ])ri,s()ncrs to the strong fort of Monghir. When Mr. Ellis attacked 
Patna Mr. Aniyait Irad only begun to journey homeward. A party sent after 
him by the nabob endeavoured to detain him. Ho resishid, and in tlu' scullli' 
which ensued lo.st his life. 

As .soon as hostilitie.s wci’e thu.s commeneed, the presidency, as if the}' were 
absolute lords of the country, issued a proclamation on tho 7tli of July, I7()!h 
deposing Meer Oossim, and replacing Mecr Jaffier on the musund. ^riio oh! 
nabob had continued to re.sl(lc in Calcutta, and though now nujrc unfitted 
than ever for government, by ago and disease, had ambition enough to aspii'(‘ 
to it. As a matter of course he accoi)ted whatever conditions were ])roi)os(‘d 
to him, and undertook in partienlar to re-cstal)Ii.sl» tho mono[)oly of private 
trade in favom- of the Company’s servants, by allowing their good.s to [)ass duty 
free, while those of tho uaiive.s were heavily hnrdened. These procctHliugs 
placed Mr. Vansittart in a very awkward predicament, but ho attached lu,s sig¬ 
nature to call tbe documents, subject, howovor, to the salvo, that ho did it without 
prejudice to his former tleclarations and opiniou.s. The Oompa-ny’s army, consist¬ 
ing of 750 European.s, together with a cousiderahlo nnmhor of sepoys and luitivo 
cavalry, had previonsly started, under the coinmaiid of Major Aflams, from tlui 
neiglihoiu’hood of Chcanderufigoi-e, and [)i'ocecsled nortliwaid to Aiigadct![), not 
far from Cutwali, where they were joined by Meer Jallier, now on tho way 
to resume possession of the cajiital. Moor Coasim, detcirmiuod not to yield it 
without a struggle, had thrown up entreuchments, and occupied them with an 
army, forniidahle not only from its numbers, hut, from containing a cjonsider- 
ahle number of sepoys, regularly tr<ained in European discipline, and coramaiule<l 
by fin European adventimer of the name of Sumroo, who was of Swiss origin, 
and liad been a sergeant in the French army. After a sliort hut decisive 
action, fought on tho 2-ith of July, Meer Oossim’s entrcnchmonts were stormed, 
and Moonshcdahacl was entered witliout opposition, The victors, after a short 
delay, continued their march np the hanks of tho Hooghly, and on inacliing 
Sooty, on the 2d of Angn,st, found the enemy encamped on the plain of Qheilah, 
and prepared to offer battle. It was mncli more keenly contested than before, 
hut, after a conflict of four hours, at one time with doubtful issue, British valour 
again prevailed, and gained a complete victory. 
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Men- Cos,yin, while his troops were tlius figiitiiig, had kept aloof from 
danger witliin the fort of Monghir, venting liis rage and gratifying his savage 
nature by several atrocious ninrdorK. Among hi.s victims w'ero Itamnaraiii, who 
had never been released from the prison to which he was con.sigiied ■when Mr 
Mcinsittait shamefully abandoned him, and two mcmhcis ol the famous hanking 
fiunily ot tlie Seits. As if tliese murder,s had inspired him with courage, lie 
made bold to quit his iort and joined his army, which had now taken up a 
strong position at Oudanulla or Oondwah Nullah, a strong fort situated near the 
right bank of the Gangc.s, eight miles south of Rajamahal. Meer Co,s.sim i.s said 
to have had 00,000 men within the entrenchment, which was defended hy KlO 
piece.s of cannon The British barely mustered in all 3000, and yet with the.se 
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succeeded in both capturing the fort and .storming tlic eiitrencliment. After 
this defeat Meer Cosaiiu's temporary courage forsook iiim, and lie iiastencd iiack 
to Mongliir, followed liy tlie wreck of Im army. The Briti.sli pursued, iuve.sted 
tile Ibrt, and after a sliort siege compelled, or, as it has been alleged, brilied it 
tc' surrender, Meer Co,ssim had previously jilaced himself hej'on J the reach of 
danger, and was re,siding at Patna when ho learned that Monghir had fallen 
lie had for some time been meditating a liorrid massacre; for Major Adams, 
when advancing upon that fort, had received a letter from him, in which, 
after an ominous allusion to his jnisouers, he concluded thus; “Exult not upon 
the succciss which you have gained, merely by treachery and night assaults, 
in two or three places, over a few jeinidars sent hy me. By the will of God 
you shall ,see in what manner this shall be revenged and retaliated” The only 
answer that could be retiuned was to denounce his brutality, and threaten 
it with signal vengeance. He cared not, for the fall of Monghir had made 
him desperate, and he issued the inhuman order to butcher all the prisoners 
It was at once executed to the very letter by Sumroo, avLo, by hi.s own hand jr^anew 
aud that of his emissaries, .slaughtered every one of tlie prisoners except Dr. 
Fullartori, whose profesisional services had caused Meer Cos,sira to except him. 

Tlie number of Eugiishmen thus murdered in cold blood exceeded 200. Among 
them were Mr. Ellis, avIio almost merited his fate, and Mr, Hay, a member of 
council, and the fellow-deputy^ of Mr. Amyalt on the ab.surd mis,rion about 
private trade. 

Meer Cossim, aware that he had placed himself beyond the pale of merej', 
did not await the arrival of the British at Patna, but hastened to cross the 
Oaramnassa, which formed part of the boundary between Behar and the terri¬ 
tories of the Nabob of Oude. The garrison he left made a spirited but 
unavailing defence, and the town Avas taken by storm on the Cth of NoA^ember. 

Though there was uoav bttle hope of overtaking the hlood-.staiued fugitive, the 
pursuit was continued; and the British army, early in December, encamped on 
the banks of the Oaramnassa in order to watch the motions of Meer Oossim, Avho 
liad a,ssmned a more formidable appearance than ever in consequence of having 
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foniicd a junction with the Emperor Sliah Alum ami Sujali Dovvlali, tlic Nabob 
(.r Oude, wlio, as lias been alrcarty men turned, bad been appointed his viAer. 
Wlieii he crossed the river they were both at Allaltahad ]n'(^pai'iui.f lor an 
expedition against Bimdeleimd. They received him witli all the resjiect due to 
his rank a.s nabob, and promised him their assistance to recover tlie provinces 
from which he represented liiinselt as most vinjustly expelled. Jo show that he 
was not undeserving of tlicir assistance, he volunteered to liead the oxjieditiou 
agaiirst Pumdolcund with Ids own troops, and was so Hucccssful that his new 
confederates were impressed with a favonrahle opinion of his eanse, and 
declared their determiuation to unite as soon as the season wonhl admit in a 


eomraon invasion of Eengal 

Tlie ju'e.sideiicy, notwitlistandiiig tlie succ('sses wld('li ha.d attended tlioir 
arm.s, wore by no means free from apprehension Moor dalliers iiaiiu' eanded 
no weight witli it, and they found themselves involved in a wai- wdneli mere 
distance made dlthcnlt and expensive, and wiiicli, if jii'rmlLled to .spread, might 
.soon extend over the greater part of Nortliorn India. Tiny were tlmrcloro 
extrcmclj^ urgent that Major Carnae, who liad again been aj'iiointed to tlie chief 
conunand, should at once assume the aggressivu', or at all events maiiitaiu the 
advanced position vvhieh had liecn taken rip. Unfortunately, lb sei'ineil to him 
impracticable to do either. Ills troops wc-rc disall'ectod. They thouglit that 
Miitinim', their previous services had not been siiflieiently I’ewardcd, and had been worked 
upon by eunsaaries of the enemy, who succeeded in eouviueing not a few that 
'‘™‘' the mo.st effectual way of bettering their eircum.sLiiuces would lie by changing 
masters, De.scrtion, accordingly, became alarmingly frequent; and when the 
enemy began to advance, Caruac, afraid to risk tlio encoiml,er, retired upon 
Patna, The enemy followed, in hope of interposing hetwocui him and the town; 
and when they failed, came up boldly in front of the walls under which ho was 
encamped, and offered him battle. Pfowever uinvilling ho might he, it was 
scarcely in his power to decline it. On the morning of the Ultb of May, the 
enemy commenced with a cannonade, anti under cover of it made a general attack, 
■whicli was kept up with great spirit, and was not finally repnised till evening 
began to close. The British, thus far victoriou.s, were unable to derive any advoTn 
tage from their victory; while the enemy, instead of retiring, kf'pt hovering about, 
wurtching an opportunity to repeat their attack. 

During the continuance of this unsatisfactory slate of matters, negotiation.s 
were repeatedly attempted. Carnae, as a preliminary, demanded the delivery 
of Meer Oossim and Sumroo. Tim vizier not only refused, hut demanded the 
Attompted cessiou of the wdiole province of Bchar. Botween j>arLies entertaining .such 

iiDgotiatioiw *_L • 1 T T 1 11 ^ 

opposite viewSj there coiud be no agreement, and yet tho .soniblance ot lu’go- 
tiating was kept np for several weeks. The only thing gained was time, and 
this was of considerable importance, for in the interval the dilfioulty of maintain¬ 
ing an army in the field had greatly increased; and the emperor and his vizier 
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becoiiutig suspicious of (inch ofcliers good faith, Letrayed a willingness to treat Au.n,i 
separately. The euipcrnr, iu ]Xii'ticidai-, offered to outer into regular alliance 
with the Oom])aiiy. It became lumecossary to make a ffnal choice between these 
overtures before the e(.)ufcderacy was broken up, by the sudden departure of 
the vizier, who, alai'med for tho safety of his own territorie.s, threatened bv a 
strojig detachment which (,'arnac had sent acro.s& the Ganges, hastened off to 
dcli'nd them. 

Major Garnac was succeeded by Major Hector Monro, who arrived witli a Monm 
reiulorcemont which Ire broirght Iry sea from Bornhay. He found the mutinous r'lnli^ V 
spirit whicli had oripjrled his predecessor’s operations stUl prevalent, Oir tho 
very day of his arrival, a whole battalion of sepoys sot off' with their arms and 
acconti'onrents to join the enemy. A body of troops sent in pursuit, came upon 
tlieni while asleep, and brought them back as pri,soncr,s. It was absolutely neces¬ 
sary to make an example, and Monro was determined that it should be of a kind 
suOiciont to strike terror. Having picked out twenty-four who were understood 
to bo tire most criuiina) of tho mutineers, he brought them befoi’e a court-martial 
of native ol!lcer,s, who found tliem guilty, and .sentenced them to any Icind of 
deatl) the eoinmander should appoint. He iminediately ordered that foni' of 
tlicm sljould be blown away from guns. When tliey were tied up for Lliis pur¬ 
pose, four grenadiers who liatl been coudonincd, stepped forward and rcfpiested 
that, as they had always had the ])Ost of honour, they should be the Inst to 
HulVer. 'i'liis extraordinary precedence was allowed them. After they had 
suffered, the sepoys iutimated through their European otHcer.s that they would 
noli allow any more to be executed. Monro was not to be thus deterred. After n>‘< iihuuc-, 
loiidiiig the lielil-pieces with gi'^po, and puiciug tlioin at iiitervals in the line ol mntun 
Europeans, he ordered the .sepoj-s to ground their arms, intimating that, on the 
least .symptom of refusal, he would order the artillery to fire upon them. They 
were completely overawed, and looked on without a nuirnmi’, while sixteen more 
were blown from the guns. Four remained, but with no intention ho respite 
them, for they were immediately sent olf to another cairtoiiment, where, from 
the frcquoucy of desertion from it, it appeared that the example of an execution 
was particulaiiy rerprired, 

ff’lie mutinous spirit being thns quelled, Monro brought the troops oxit of 
cantonments a.s soon as the cessation of the rains permitted, and on the TSth ot 
September commenced his inarch westward at the head of an aimy consisting ot 
857 Europeans, 5297 sepoys, and 918 native cavahy, in all 7072 men, with 
twenty field-piece,s. After encountering some resistance at the passage of the 
Sons, Avhere .some breastAvorks had been thrown np, and suffering considerable 
annoyance from cavalry Avluch bung on his line of march, he arrived on the 22d 
of October at the toAvn and fort of Buxar, situated on the right hank of the 
Ganges, nearly equidistant between Patna a,nd Benares, Here the ’Vizier Sujah 
Howlah and Meer Oossim wore occupying an entrenched camp, with an army 
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estimated variously fn 1111 tO.OOO tu (10,000 men. 'I'lieir poKition, luiviiig the 
Ganges on the left and Eiixai' in the roar, was .strong, lint oonlideut in (lioir 
mnulier.s they disdained to act on tlio det'ensivo, and on the morning ol tlio 2l3d 
wore seen advancing to tlio attack. Monro’s intention to surprise the camp 
during tlio ])revious night had hoen I'rnstrated by the lailuro ol the sjiie.s whom 
lie had .sent out to return with tlu' iiocossary information, and lie had now no 
option but to tight in open day on ground wliieh tlio oneiiiy liad eiiosmi. .['lie 
Lattle lasted thri'C lumra, and appear.s to have been stoutly eoutested, for even 
after the enoiny saw tliem,selve.s defeated they retired slowly instead ol breaking 
into a tumidtnous flight. Their greatest loss was .snstaiiu'd at the erossing of a, 
.stream, over wliieb there wa.s a bridgi' of boats. 'J'lic vizier ,sc‘eing the liritisli 
ill eloso pursuit ordered the bridge to be broken down. About 20(10 o( lii.s 
troops tlivi.s left behind were drowmod or .slain. Thi.s order to destroy the bridge 
was, in the o[hnion of ^^ajor Monro, tlio host piece o[ goneralsliip wliich Siijah 
Dowlali .showed that da,y. But for it, he said, “] would either have taken or 
drownerl his whole army in the Oaraiiinussa, and oomo up with his troasiiro and 
jeAVoIs, and Gossiiu Ati Ivhaii's jewels, which, I was informed, amounted to ho- 
twoeii £2,000,000 and £3,()()(),()00.” Boside.s the 2000 vvlio perished at the bridge, 
tlie enemy Inst otlier 2()()() in tlie tiold of hattlo, together with 120 pieces of 
cannon The British lass was also severe, anmimtiiig in killed and womided Ln 
847, or rather more than a ninth of their whole force. 

TJie A’ictory of Buxar was ininiedlately followed hy overtures of |ieiico liotli 
from the enijioror and Sujah Dowlali. The former, indeisl, was so far reduced 
in Ills fortunes that lie .scarcely vmitnred to aa.sn]iu' tlu' character of an inde¬ 
pendent prince, and offered to suliinit to any terms that might ho dictated to 
him. Tlie only return he asked was protection against his own vizier, who, he 
complained, wa.s treating him as a stale prisoner. 'Che Britisli (!oiiiniaiid(“r 
having no anthoriby to treat, wrote to Calcutta, for instrne,i,ioii.s, hut so deter¬ 
mined was the eiiijievor to o.scape. from tlu* thraldom in which he was held, that 
in the interval before the instruction.s ar'rived he kept close to the British army, 
and every night encamped fur safety as near them as he could. .At last, when 
a favourable answer arrived from Calcutta, tlie pi'oteetion whicli he hail ]irovi- 
oasly enjoyed on mere sufferance was regularly granted, a,nd lie wa.s J'eeognized 
as no longer the enemy but tlie ally of the Company. 

ynjah Dowlah was equally anxious for the cessation of hostilities, and offered 
to purcluise it liy paying twenty-five lacs of rupees as the expen.so.s of tlu* war, 
twenty-five lacs to the anny, and eight Ians to the eommandor. One indis¬ 
pensable roqui.site was still wanting—the delivery of Mcer Cossiiu and iSuinroo. 
To this Sujah Dowlah still refused his assent. lie seemed bo be hifluenccd in 
hia refusal by a feeling of honour, and yet this could hardly bo, for at tills very 
time, Meer Cossiin, so fai' from being treated with the hospitality due to a gue,st, 
was suffering the greatest indignity, and bad almost been reduced to beggar)-' 
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by exiortKni and the violent seizuio of liis tieasmes In legaul tu Siiimoo, id ret 
scruples ot honom "vreio not even pietendeil The icason assignal foi not 
delivei iiin lam was, that heaig at the head of the hattahoiis of sepoys he was his i'' u-ran 
own nuistei, and would resist any attempt to make him a piisonei The hue sujai 
leasou was dilhneut Huniioo, on finding that Mem (Jossnn nasiio longei able irI*ij'oti 
to he Ins [),iynustoi, had aliandoned him, and was now with his sepoys enlisted 
111 tli(‘ viziei s seivieo He was, theiefoie, unwilling to pait with him At 
length, however, on linding that the delivery of liim was still insisted on as an 
indispciisahle pieliimnaiy to tlie conclusion of a tieaty, he eiideav'ouied to effect 
a singulai com] noun sc by pioposing tliat, instead of being deliveied up, he 
slioiild Ijo assassinated h’he plan was to give an entertainment, and iiuiidei 
him in the midst of its festivities To make siuc of the light man, deputies 
fioiu the English camp who knew Sumioos person weio to he present and 
witness the death It is almost imuecessaiy to say that the piojiosed compio- 
niise was at ouco rejected, and the negotiation was bioken off 

At the ooramcnccment of the negotiation, the Biitish aimy had advanced to ^ 
Tlenaies On its termination it lesumed its maidi in the diiection of Allahabad nmiur 
At the same time a strong detachment wa,s sent into the tonitoiies of Oncle pioper, 
and succeeded in effect¬ 


ing the capture of 
Lucknow, the capital. 
Anotliei enterpiise iin- 
dortakeu by the main 
aimy was less success¬ 
ful The strong fort 
of Clnmar, or Ohunar- 
ghur, situated on the 
liniht hank ol tlie 
Ganges, lay so near tlie 



hue of march that it Cn.vAno„u«-From by cant B Smah,14thBc,t 

was deemed imprudeat 

to leave it behind m the enemy’s possession Its site was a samLtoiie xook, 
rising ahuiptly fiom the river to the height of lOi feet, and continuing to 
ascend till it reached the height of 116 feet The whole area, inclosed by 
a rampart, mcasnied 730 yards in length bj 300 in breadth It was supposed 
that, notwithstanding the strength of its position and its foitifications, it 
mirdit be cairicd by a night attack The attempt was made and failed; Irab 
the place was subsequently earned after a regular bieach had been effected 
A still more impoifanfc success was obtained by ilie capture of Allaliabad, 
which, though strongly fortified, made only a feeble resistance The emperor, 
still excluded from Delhi, immediately took up his residence m AUahabad 
which, with a considerable tract of sumunding country, bad been guaranteed 
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to liiin by a treaty which the presidency had concluded with him in tiiuuc of 
the Company. Thitj was only a lirst instahneut ol' a. niucli jnorc' exLensive 
guarantee, for he Avas ultiiuatoly to he put in ])o,s,si'ssiou of the whole teiri- 
tories of Snjali iJowlali, his late vizier, witli wlioiii lie was now openly at war 
The iircsidency, hoAvever, had, in giving this guarantee, nudeitah'eii inore than 
tlioir superiors would allow them to perforin, and tlio part of llu' treaty relating 
to the other territories was destined, as will he seen, to heeoiiie a disnl lettei'. 

During these transactions, another event, fraught with inoi'e important eon- 
secpiences, had taken place. Meer Jallier, after his restoration to the tuusnud 
liad acconi])auied the army, and remained the reluctant spectator ol' a war which 
ho Avonld willingly have terminated hy a cession of territory or any otliei- .saeii 
fice. hi is treasury was as empty as ever, and in addition to wai- I'xpenses at tlu' 
rate of five lacs a month, he had not only heavy a.rroars to the t'ouniaiiy to 
discharge, hut was pestered by their servants Avith indefinite deiuiinds of eom- 
peusation for losses. In his eagerness to resume a throne wlne.h it Avould have 
been his AA'isdom to decline, lie had agreed to this so-called eonpiensation, which 
consisted for the most part of imaginary elaiins of damage for the stoppage of 
private trade Tliis compensation, when he agreed to it, was I'sLimated at ten 
lacs, but continued mounting up, till at last it exceeded more than live times 
the original estimate. In the hope of more readily obtaining payment, tlio 
council brouglit the old nabob down to Calcutta, where the eonstant irritation 
in Avhlch he Avas kepi brought on a serious i” less. It proved fatal; liir, after 
languishing a few Aveeks, he Ava.s with difliciilly removed to Moorsliedahad, and 
died there in the beginning of Fehrnary, 17li5. 

The rpiestion of succession remained to he sebtletl, and was immediately 
taken up hy the presidency, Avho, having the poAver ol uomimition coiinileLely 
in their hands, saAV many reasons for proceeding without delay to exercise it. 
The only inilividuals who could he regarded as rival claimantH Avere JVloer 
JafHcr’.s eldest surviving son, Nujmn-ud-Dowlali, and a grandson by his eldest 
•sou Meerun. Doth of them Avcrc illegitimate, and therei'oi'c without any valid 
legal title Had they been legitimate, the better title Avas in Nujum-ud-Dowlah 
according to the Mahometan hiAv, which, instead of continuing the succe.s.sion hy 
repTe,sentation, always prefers a surviving son to a grandsuii. In aimtlioi- respect 
Nujura-ud-DoAvlah Avas preferable. He Vi'-a.s about tAveuty, while Miicrun's son 
was oiliy a hoy of about six years of age. This difference, indeed, Avas of little 
consec|uenoe, as the nabob avu-s in lutiire to be a mere puppet, while all jjoAver 
Avas to centi’e in the Company. Such being the real object, something might 
have been gained hy appointing a nabob who was incapable of acting from 
nonage, ibis, however, was connterhalauced hy a serious disadvantage, A.u 
infant nabob could hardly ho Hupposccl capable of making presents, and yet it 
may ho affirmed, Avithout any breach of charity, that on these, presents tlm 
nabob-makers of Calcutta were far more intent than on the interests of tliuir 
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BiiiployciK J lie f(ict is timlenifible; for at tlie very time wlicii Mr. Spencer, who ap iti'j 
luut succeeded Mr. Vaiisittart ns governor, and his council sliared among them 
so-cal led presents to the aiuomit of £lS!h3,57 for raising Nujmu-nd-Dovvlah to s„.,i>du,n 
tlio nuisiiud, new covenants interdicting the servants of the Comiiauy fiuiu rc- 
ceiviiig ])rcsents liad heen sent out hy the court of directors, and were lying 
unexecuted on the council table. Private trade also had been interdicted; l.uc 
in I'egard to it the authority of the directors wa.s in like manner defied, and the 
new ]iahol) wa.s cxprc.s.sly taken bound to leave the private trade on its old 
footing. In ilie other arraugwueute, the intere.sts of the Company not ninuiug 
counter to those of tlieir servants were more carefully attended to, and the 
wliole powers of government, civil and military, were transferred to them. They 
wci'e to undertake the \Yhole defence of the country, employing for that ])urpos(j 
tlie revonnes of the assigned dtstricts of Burdwan, Midiiapore, and Chittagong, 
together with live lacs of rupees to be paid monthly by the nabob from other 
sources; and wove to have a coinplete control over the whole civil adininistration 
by niean.s of a dejiuty nabob, or uaib-.subah, Avhom the naboli bound him.self to 
apipoint by their advice, and not to dismi.ss without their sanction. This dejiuty, 
iuve.stod with the whole executive authority, was in fact the real nabob. 
Nujmu-ud-Do\vlab, aware of this, was extremely anxious to appoint Nnnconiar, 
a Himhxp whom wo have already seen supplanting liis patron Eoydullnh hy a 
.series of intrigues. He had possessed and ahn.sed the conJiileiJce of Meer Jafiier, 
and acipured an unhoundeil influence over Nujum-ud-Dowlah, wliom lie hoped 
to employ a,s the instrument of his villainy; but the presidenoj', tlioroughly 
aciptaiiited with hi.s character, refused to ratify Ids appointment, and .succeeded 
in securing it. for Mahomed Eeza Khan, who was in every respect far better 
entitled to it. 

Tlie leading events which took place after Clive’s departure from India having cive'a ra 
been traced, it will now be necessary to foUow him to England, and attend to Kujimd"' 
the transactions in wbicb he was there taldiig a prominent part, Tlie time 
of his arrival was most opportune for his fame. Disaster had everywhere been 
following tlie r>ritisb arms, and India was tlie only quarter in wbicb tbe national 
pride could find any gratification. His achievements there were consequently 
magnified even beyond their deserts, and all classes vied in dumg him honour. 

He was not indisposed to turn this tide of favour to account, but an attack of 
illness so severe tliat “for twelve months,” to use his own language, “it wa,s 
diflScult to prononnee whetlier he was to live or die,” frustrated many of his 
intentions, and even deprived Mm of a part of the reward which he thought due 
to his merit. In a letter to Major Carnac he says, “ If health had not deserted 
me on my first arrival in England, in all probability! had been an EiiglLsb peei', 
instead of an Irish one, with the promise of a red riband, I know I could have 
bought tbe title (wbieli is nsnal), but that I was above, and the honours I have 
obtained are free and vobmtavy. My wishes may hereafter be aceompbslicd," 
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His ambition, it tlnis appears, was not satisfied; and he laid the mortification to 
SCO tlie ininistry tlirough whom lie aiitioipated highei' advancoment displaced 
Ho was the more disconcerted because his interest at court and in parliament, 
which he had sedulously lahonred to establish, failed him a,t the v'cry time wluni 
he was confidently calculating u]jon it to defeat an attaclc wliich hadbi'cn darkly 
threatened by the court of directors. Though the proceeds of his jaghire had 
been regularly paid by the Bengal presidency to his agents in India, the 
directors, who were auficring under great jieeuuiary embari’assmeut, felt much 
dissatisfied, and Mr. Sidlivan, the chairman, gave him to nnilerstand that the 
secret committee would communicate with him on the suhjeet lie himself 
seeiim not to have beem without misgiving.s, ami for some time pursued a course 
which displayed none of his characteristic fearlessness, ami was in fact more 
prudential than chivalrous. In a letter to Mr. Amyatt he says, “ My friends 
advise me to do nothing to exasperate them (the directors), if tiny are silmiL as 
to my jaghire Indeed, it is an object of such inpiortaiieo that f should lie inex¬ 
cusable if I did not make every other consideration give way to it; ami this is 
one of the reasons why I cannot join openly with the Bengal gentlemen in iheir 
resentments It depends upon you, my friend, to make me a friu' man, by 
getting this grant conlinned IVom Jdcllii, and getting smh an acknowledgment 
from under the hand.s of tlic old nabob and the new iiaboli, as Jiiay enahlo me 
to put all our enemies at defiance.'’ 

It is painful to see such a man as Clive reduced to the neces.sity of gagging 
himself, and confes.sing that he could not act as a “free man,” liecan.sc' he was 
afraid of giving ofl'ence which might prove injurious to his pecuniary interests. 
The worst of it i.s, that he .seems unconscious of the degradation which he was 
thu.s voluntarily iiu]losing upon hiinself, and hence again and again hritigs it 
under the notice of his corvesiiondents as if it were a matter of whieli he had 
not the lea,st cause to be ashamed. In a letter to Mr, Pyliu.s, of Madras, after 
de,scribing Sullivan as “the reigning director,” and a.s “ keeping every one out of 
the direction who is endowed with more knowdedge, or would he likely to have 
more weight and influence tlian himself,” lie coaitiuues thus; “fi'liis kind of 
political liehaviour has exasperated most of the gentlemen who are lately come 
from India, partieuliirly these from Bengal. They are suqirised 1 do not join m 
their resentments; ami 1 .should think it very .surprising if I did, considering 1 
have such an iminen.se stake in India. My future jxiwor, my future grandeur, 
all depend upon the receipt of tlie jaghire money. I .should be a madman to set 
at defiance those who at present show no inclination to hurt me.” He was thu.s, 
according to his own confession, acting in a public matter from a sclfi.sh a,ud 
sordid motive. Peace on .such terms was at best a hollow truce; and ae,cord- 
ingly, no sooner was Clive convinced that the dominant party in ilio court of 
director,s might be turned out, than he declared open war again,st it. In order 
ao inflirence the election of 1703 he manufactured an enormous miinher of votes. 
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Tlie unaliiiciition was then X50(), and ho employed XlOO,000 in this v-eiy dis- ad ins 
eix'ditabh' uiaiiconvi'c llie other party, Laclced by the bute ministry, to which 
Clive was opposed, were equally unscrnpidous, and scenes of the most scandalous ciim.uo 
nature were exhibited. At the meeting.s of the o-eiieral courts of proiirietoi s 
Clive s pai'ty had so decided a majority that ho considered the victory as gained , 

lie had entirely miscalculated. Knllivan, supported by all the inlluence of 
go^'el■umeut, and )jy tlie great body of proprietors, who had establisheil uuinfiu- 
('uc(' with tlie existing directors, and were eagerly waiting for the fulliline 7 it of 
])romises wliicli had been made to theni, carried liis list by a triumphant 
majority 

Clive, being thus defeated in a conte.st in which he ought never to have 
engaged, was not left long in doubt as to the course which his opponents 
mi'ant to pursue One of the first uses wliich they made of tlieir victory w-as to 
tinnsndt orders to the J3migal pre.sidency to stop all further payments on 
account of .Lord Clive's jaghivc, and furnish an account of all the payments ]n'c- 
viously made There wiis much indecent haste and vindictiveues.s in this pro- iiiauKiitio 
cei'ding; but what el,se Avas to he expected from the victors in a contest in which aiVutf*"' 
tins combatants on both .sides luid from the first shown that they were not to he 
I'C, strained hy any ordinary .scruplesi Clive felt, or affected to feel astonishment 
at the Imrsli measure dealt out to him hy the directors, and immediately took the 
only remedy whicli .seemed open to him, by instituting a suit in Chancery. It 
would 1)0 painful to dwell on the procccding.s, and fortunately it i.s not neces¬ 
sary, as the merits of the case were never judicially iiive.stigatecl, and it was 
taken out of court by a compromise. The intelligence of the massacre at Patna, 
of the violent di,s,seu.sions in the council at Calcutta, and of the commencement 
of a wav, of which it was impossihle to foretell the issue, put a sudden end to 
all the petty squahblings among- the directors, and was folIoAved hy a loud and 
general call for Clive’s retuin to India. As he had founded the Britisli empire 
thei'e, so ho was regarded as the oidyman capable of saving it from the destruc¬ 
tion with which it was threatened, Clive had it now in his power to make 
his own tenus; and, though ho cannot be charged Avith taking an undue ad¬ 
vantage of hi,s position, he certainly showed his determination not to yield a 
.single point which lie deemed of importance. 

The first question which called for settlement was that of tl)e jag-hire. The 
general court of proprietors would at once have set it at rest, by deciding it 
entirely in his fiwour; but he thought it unbecoming to dispose of a grave 
question of law by a resolution proposed and carried in a moment of excitement, 
aiid he therefore begged delay, that he might be able to submit a proposal wlncli nwcuvumi 

t. mi j‘ l> ' r. L 

he iruyted would lead to an amicable adjustment. Ihe question or appouitnient impponii 
wa,s not .settled without a keen and even doubtful contest. No fewer than four 
genera] courts were held on the subject. The two first were principally occu¬ 
pied with preliminary mattens. At the thn-d the subject was brought formally 
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under diseassion by a motion that the nomination of Mr. Spencer a.s governor 
of Beno'al should he referred back to the court ol diroctor.s for their re-consider- 

O 

atioii. The object of the motion, of course, was to canced tlie nonunation, and 
thus preprarc tlio way for Lord Clive’s ap)poiiitincut. But, alter a wai'iu debate, 
it was lost by a majority of fSt to ltd. H'he Olivo piarty, thus doieated, pre- 
pjared for a new struggle by a wholesale niauulacturc of voters; and at a .suhsc- 
queut meeting, held on the I2th of March, 17()-t', carrictl the following resolu¬ 
tion:—“That it was the desire of the general court that Lord Clive be requested 
to take upon him the station of jiresident of Bengal and the command of the 
Company’s military forces, upon his arrival at tliat ])re.sldcncy,” 

The directors having no alternative but to make an apipoiuimeut which they 
would most willingly have resisted, contented thuuiselvos with iu.structing their 
secretary to scud Clive a letter inclosing a copy of tire above resolution, anil 
informing him of their I'cadiness to pirovide f<.)r his pa.ssage in the luanner that 
might he most convonieut for him ILis answer was equally laconic. “ [ have 
received your letter inclosing copy of the last resolution of the gonm’al court. J 
must desire you will roturii the directors my thanks for their ulfoi's of pnyjjaring 
every convenience for my pa.ssage.” While such feelings cxi.stod, cordial co-ope- 
ratioii was im[)ussible; and therefore Clive was right when, at a snbseipueut 
general court, held on the 21.st of March, ho declined to declare his acceptance 
of the ap)poiutmcnt till the issue of the ap)p)roaching election ol’ tlii-ecLcu's was 
known. He made no secret of his motives. LI was his positive de,to\'minatiou 
not again to enter the service of the Coinpiany while Mr, Sullivan filled the 
chair, for “it would he in vain for him to exert himself as he ought in the oilice 
of governor and connnamler-in-cliief of their forces, if his measni'cs were to he 
thwarted and condemned at home, as they pirohahly would ho, by a court of 
directors, under the influence of a chairman, whose conduct upion many occasions 
had evinced his ignorance of East India affairs, and who wais also Icuown to 
be his personal and inveterate enemy.” The election which was thus to decide 
the whole matter piroved favourable to Clive’s suprprurters. Both the ohairnum 
and clepraty were his friends; and Sullivan was run so closely, that lie carried his 
seat in the direction by only a single vote All obstacle.? were ncjw removed, 
and Clive’s acceptance was immediately deelareil. The lawsuit an to the jag- 
hire was also arranged in terms of a compromise which Clive himself p)rop)ose(l, 
and by which the Company engaged to pay him the quit-rent for ten years, or 
during his life, if he should not live so long. What was to hecomo of it aftoi-- 
wards cloe.s not appear to have been openly declared, but the understanding 
was, that the Company, who had previously farmed out the lands incJudetl under 
the jaghire at £100,000, while their quit-rent fell short of £110,000, were, in the 
event of Clive’s death, to be absolute proprietors. 

At the time of Clive’s reaprprointment, affairs in. Bengal were understood to 
have fallen, into such disorder, that it would be necessary to make his power-s 
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almost iilisolute. His own fiUggc&tion ■vvah, tluit he slioiilil be intrusted Ayitli “a a n ri i 
ilisiiciising power in the civil and poliLiciil affains,” tliafc is, as he himself explains 
it, ‘‘ that wheusoevor I may think proper to take any resolution entiisdv upoir 
myself, that resolution is to take place.” The tlirectors did not confer these 
absolute powers, at least in the form in wliich he asked them; but they did 
what was almost cf^uivalent to it, hy making liini the head of a .select committee, 
consisting, besides himself, of four individuals, appointed on his recommendation, 
and made so far independent of the council, a.s to he empowered to act wheiiever 
they judged proper without consulting it Two of the members of the com¬ 
mittee, Mossr,s. Sumner and Sykes, accompanied Olive from England; tlie others, 

Oeuorai Oavrian and Mr. Verolst, were alreadj'' in India. Among otlier arrange- 
me]iL.s to wliicii aii imderstanding wiis come, the most imporbmt related to the 
private trade, and to tlie receiving of presents. In Eehruary, l7Gi, wliile the 
old di?-eoior,s \rerc still in office, tiiey had taken up tire former subject and dis- 
[lo.scd of it greatly to tlieir credit, ijy the following passage in tlieir general 
letter to the Bengal presidency.—“One grand .soince of the disputes, misunder¬ 
standings, and difficulties, wliicli have occurred witli tlie country government, 
ai)[ieavH evidently to have taken its rise from the miwarrantable and liceiitioirs 
manner of carry lug on the private trade hy the Company’s servants, their 
gomasLiiks, agents, and others, to the prejudice of the subah, both with respect 
to his authority and the revenues jastl}^ due to him; the diverting and taking 
from liis iiatmal subjects, the trade in the inland part of tlie country, to 
wliich neither we, nor any other persons wliatsoever dependent upon us, or 
under our protection, have any manner of right. In order, therefore, to remedy 
all these ilisorders, w^e do hereby positively order and direct, that, from the 
receipt of this letter, a final and effectual end be forthwith put to the inland 
trade in salt, betel-nut, tobacco, and all other articles whatsoever, produced 
and consumed in the country.” This interdict on private Irade was fully ap- PUTr.teti.Mi 
proved by Clive, who, in a letter addressed to the directors, 27th April, 1761, di^rtituiL 
Urns expressed himself;—-“Strict and impai'tial justice should ever he observed; 
but let that justice come from ourselves. The trade, therefore, of salt, betel, and 
tobacco having been one cause of the present disputes, I hope these articles 
^vill be restored to the nabob, and jmur servants absolutely forbid to trade in 
them, This will be striking at tlie root of the effil.” Unfortunately, these 
<'iditditeiicd and disinterested Hews did not find fiivour with the general court 

O 

nf proprietors, who, in a meeting held 18th May, adopted the following reso¬ 
lution;—“That it he recommended to the coiu't of directors to reconsider the 
orders sent to Bengal, relative to the trade of the Company’s servants in the 
articles of salt, betel, and tobacco, and that they do give such directions for 
regulating the same, agi'eeahle to the interests of the Company and the subah, as 
to them may appear most prudent, either by settling here at home the restric¬ 
tions under which this trade ought to be carried on, or by referring it to the 
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[Tov('rnor and coiuicil of S’oi't William, to ivgulatc tliiy iinporfcniiL point iu such 
a maniior as may prevent all further disputcH hetwcon the siihiih and the Com¬ 
pany” In consequence of this recommeudation, tlu^ previous orders of the 
rlireutors Avere nioditled, and it Avas left to the govermu’ and council, alter 
“consulting the nabob, to form a proper and winitahle plan for carrying on 
the inland trade.” On the snhject of [)resents tlu' order.s of the direetovs wore 
more peremptory, and ncAV eoA'enauLs, datcti May, l7(il, Avere .sent (uit to ho 
executed by all .servants, civil and military, of the (Jom|)im_y, hiuding them to 
pay to the Company all presents received from natives, if tho amount exceeded 
4000 riipce.s, and not to accept of any present exceeding 1000 rupees iu value 
Avithont the consent of the pre.sideucy. 

Clive sailed from. England on the 4th ol June, 17()1', and had .so tedious a 
passage that he did not roach Madras till tho lOfch of April, l7()o. Hero ho 
learned, for the first time, that the war m Beivgal had hemv hvonght to a conclu¬ 
sion, and that tho terms of peace Avere so completely in the power of the Com¬ 
pany, that it Avas "scarcely hyperbole to say. To-morrow the whole Mogul onijnro 
is in our poAver.” In tho same letter, written privately to Mr. lions, chairman 
of the court, seven da 3 ''s after his arrival at Madras, he added, " Wo must hooome 
nabobs ourseWes in liict, if not in name, perhaps totally so Avitliout disguise, hut 
on this subject 1 cannot he certain till my arrival in Bengal.” At this time, 
though he know of Meer Jafiler’s death, ho was not aware of tho steps which 
had been taken to appoint a successor; but he was so satislied that tho Company 
Avas about to enter on a neAV course of prosperity, Avhich would greatly advance 
the value of its stock, that ho wrote on the same day to his agent in houdon, 
desiring that whatever nionej^ he had in the public funds, or unywhere else, and 
as much as could be borrowed iu his name, should be, “ AviLluAut loss of a luinuLo, 
invested in East India stock.” 


Clive arrived in Calcutta on the 3d of Maj’-, and lost no time in ci.>imuencing 
S cvuuitu ffie exercise of his extraordinary powers. Some of the members of council, 
conscious of the aAvkward position in which they stood, Avero dlH|H)sed to take 
advantage of some ambiguous expressions which occurred in the commission to 
the select committee, and to put their own iiiterprotaiion upon them; but 
Clive denied their right even to inqume, and gave them to imdersLand that it 
would be fidl time to give their opinion when the select oommittoe judged it 
necessary to a.sk it. By taking this high ground he intiiuidaled tlui bolde.st of 
his opponents, though he at the same time provoked ahoalility which afterAvards 
foUoAved him to England, and snhjectcd him to imputations and insults which 
his proud spirit proved unable to endure. Difficulties, however, ho far from 
deterring him, only stimulated him to exertion. "I was dotennined,” as he 
afterwai'ds expressed it, "to do my duty to the j)ub]ic, though I should incur 
the odium of the avIioIc settlement. The wclfin'e of tho Company required a 
vigorous exertion, and I took the resolution of cleansing the Augean stable.” 
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I’his opj)robrio\is epithet is Ly no means inappropriate; for in ever_v class of the s.v in;-, 
Goin[)any H servants, from the hiyhc.sfc to the lovvest, the yreiit actuating prin¬ 
ciple was avarice, manifested witimut any regard to decency, and in the form cr,t,.,pt 3 on. 
most insulting and oppre.ssive to the native ])opiihition It i.s iniposslhle, bow- 
ever, to forget how nnich ol' the corruption might have been traced to the had 
example which Olivo himself had set, and there is therefore something ])ainfully 
incongruous in the high-Howii style whicli he sometimes employ.s Thus, in 
a letter written to General Garnac, three days alter he had entei'ed upon (jffict’, 
ho says, “ To-mon'ow we sit in committee, when I make no doubt of discover¬ 
ing such a scene as will bo aliockiug to human nature. The eounc'il,'’ he adds, 

“ have all received immense sinus for this new appointment (of a nabob), and are 
HO shameless as to own it publicly Hence we can account for the motive of 
paying so little respect to me and the committee;” and then, warming as lie 
jiroueeJs, lireaks out into the following exclamation:—“ Alas! Iiow i.s tlie 
English name sunk! I could not avoid paying tlie triliute of a few tears to the 
departed and lost fame of the Briti.sh nation (irrecoverably so, I fear). However, 

I do declare, by that Groat Being who Ls the searcher of all hearts, and to whom 
we must he accountable, if there must he an hereafter, that I am come out with 


a mind superior to all corruption, and that 1 am determined to de.stroy those 
great and growing evils, or perish in tlie attempt” The cutting retort to which 
lie laid himself open in using tlu.s language seems never to have occui'red to him. 

The covenants which interdicted all the servants of the Company from Attomiit to 
accepting presents had arrived in the previous January, some weeks before the L-inenont* 
death of Mecr Jaffier, and cou.se£]ueutly were in possession of the council when 
they set them at defiance, by taking jiresents on the succession of Hujum-ud- 
Dowlah. They had endeavoured to evade the obligation by tlie very bold but 
flimsy device of allowing tlie covenants to remain unexecuted. AVhen ques- 
tioiied on the subject, they hypocritically pretended that their apparent contempt 
of authority was, in fact, an act of deference to it, for the signing of the cove¬ 
nants was a matter of so much consequence that they couhl not think of settling 
anything final about them till Lord Clive’s arrival. That this ludicrous excu.se 
might no longer avail, one of the first resolutions of the select committee was 
that “ the covenants be executed immediately.” When this resolution was 
read to the council they argued strenuou.sly for delay, and only yielded on 
being told that the only alternative was to sign or be sus]iended tlie service. 

It is not unworthy of notice that when the covenants were afterward.s iran.s- 
mitted to the army for signature. General Garnac, though commander-in-chief, 
and a member of the select committee, refused. It was, however, on special 
ground,s. He had received a present of 80,000 rupees from Bulwanfc Sing, Eajah 
of Benares. The covenants bore a date antecedent to that of the present; but, 
as he was not aware of their existence, he refused to sign till the date wms 


altered, so as not to lay him open to the 
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charge of having violated them. 
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Another present to a much larger amount, given him l)y Shall Alum, wliose 
necessitous circumstances must have made it v('ry inconvenient, was hestowed 
after he had received notice of the covenants ddie sum was two laes of rupees, 
equal, according to the rate of exchange at the time, In making 

with the previous pre,sont from BuJwaut Sing, a total ot £d2,(J(j(l, 'I’lie latter 
present was so cleaidy illegal that Carnac accc[)tpd it, suhject to the a]iproval of 
the directors, and in the meantime lodged it in tlu' treasury of the presidency 
To sanction such a present, at the very time when the signaturi' ol the cove¬ 
nants was enforced under the penalty of suspension from the service, was to 
establish a very extraordinary precedent; and yet, in such diiferent lights does 
the same thing appear, according as personal predilections arc afleete<1 hy it, that 
Clive strenuously supported the present in the lollowing terms’—“ I shall only 
say that Carnac has acted with such moderation and honour iu the service of 
the Company, and witli such good deference and attention towards hi.s majesty 
the Great Mogul, that the directors must he the most ungrati'ful of men, if tlicy 
do not hy the return of this .ship, or the first conveyance, order him this money, 
with a due encomium on his .service,s, disinterestedness, and modesty.’' Truly, 
if Carnac, (vfter pocketing one present, which was only saved from illegality hy 
an accident, .uul hankering after another which was clearly illegal, and which 
the directors could not sanction without .stultifying themselves, deserved such 
an encomium, Clive should not have boasted much of “ clean.sing the Augean 
stable.” In regard to the private trade, the regulations ado])teil were hy no 
means such as might have been anticipated from the views which Clive had 
expressed before leaving England At that time he considered the aljolition oi‘ 
it necessary in order “to strike at the I'oot of the evil,” wlu‘rea,s he fully .sanc¬ 
tioned, if he did not actually originate a scheme hy which the pre.sent trade, 
instead of being thrown open to all the inhahitant.s on ecpial terms, was con¬ 
verted, at least in three of its leading articles, into a rigorous monopoly in favour 
of the Company’s .servants The scheme is .said to liave been rendered expedient, 
in consequence of a most important change which toolc place at this time in the 
circumstances of the Company, and it is therefore only fair before judging of it 
to have this change firlly in view. 

The Emperor Shah Alum had, a,s we have s('en, thrown lum.sclf on British 
protection, and entered into a treaty, in whicli the most important .stipulation.s 
in his favour were that he .slioidd immediately he put iu possession of Allahabad, 
and assisted in conquering all the territories which belonged to the Nabob of 
Oude, This was a very serious undertaking, though tlrero seemed little reason 
to doubt that the army which had akeady achieved so many .successes would be 
able to accomplish it The nabob, however, was? detonnined not to yield with¬ 
out a .struggle, and endeavom-ed to repair the disaster at Buxar, by forming 
alliances "with Ghazi-u-din, the vizier (who, after murdering Alunigoer, usurped 
possession of the districts around Delhi), with certain of the Kohilla ehiefe. and 
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with a bodj ()f Miilu'attas This confederacy was far more formidable in appear 
aiice than m reality. The inondjerR, pursuing separate ends, had no common 
interest, and rendered tlieir promised aid so tardily and so feebly that tlie 
iiabob.s affairs became desperate As a last resource lie recurred to negotiation, 
and was delighted to find that be could obtain lilieral terms The impolicy of 
the treaty wliich had been made with the emperor had become apparent, and it 
was determined to modify, or if necessary set aside its most important provi¬ 
sions At last, after long hesitation, it had been resolved to accept of the dewannee 
of the three provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and thus by transferring the 
collection of the rovoniie,s as well as the military defence of the country to the 
Company, put an end to the ]TOSsibility of future colli.sioii with the nabob. 

'Tlie aecomplisbmeut of this important work was reserved for Clive, who was 
the first to snggc.st it, and bad repeatedly explained the g-rounds on wliicii lu; 
was eouvinced that it must sooner or later become absolutely necessary (fn 
the 21th of June Clive left Calcutta on tins important mission, and proceeded 
first to Moorshedabad, where he obtained the consent of Nujuni-nd-Uowlah to 
.several important inodiflcations in the treaty made with him when he was raised 
to tlie muanud. He would fain have placed himself under the guidance ot 
Nuncoinar, and was greatly dissatisfied that iraliomed Reza Khan had been 
forced upon him as deputy or naib-soubah, Witiiont yielding to his complaints, 
advantage Ava.s taken of them to limit the e.xorbitant poAver of Heza Klian, by 
associating Avilh him as colleagues the old dewan Iloydnllub, and the banker 
'luggut Seat, and at the same time exorcising a vigilant siiperiutendence over 
all the three, by means of a Critisli resident I'his, hoAv'ever, avus onl}- prelimi¬ 
nary to a .still greater change. Under the treaty the military defence of the 
country wa,s undertaken by the Company, Avdio obtained for that purpo.se a per- 
mnnent a.ssignnient of the districts of Bin-dwan, Miduapore, and Chittagong 
With this important exception, all the other revenues belonged to the nabol), 
who levied them in liis own name, and for his oAvn behoof, under deduction of 
the annual tribute ]Aa 3 mble to the Mogul By the ncAv arrangement the nabob 
Avas converted into a more pen.sionary, and, instead of drawing aii indefinite 
revenue, Avas restricted to an annual pension of fifty lacs of rupees. lu future 
this was to be his only interest in the reAmnnc, and he Avas to receive it not 
directly from the collectors, hut at second-hand from the Company, Avho in con- 
sccpienco became his paymasters. Tliere cannot he a doubt that the nabob Avould 
gladly have escaped from the degrading conditions thus hnpoaed upon him. 
Resistance, IioAvevei’, wa,s out of the fpie,stion, and unreserved compliance Avas 
his only alteraative. The transaction which made the Company absolute mas¬ 
ters of the three provinces of Bengal, Bohar, and Orksawas iioav completed, hut 
a ratification Avas still deemed necessary. 

Loav as the fortunes of the Mogul had fallen he was still nominally supreme, 
and continued to he appealed to as the valid disposer of kingdoms, long after he 
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had cca^'ed to have any leil inthoiity witliui tlicin LI was desit iLjIc, tluu lou 
that the Oolnpclll3^ m appiopTiatino the whole civil and imlitai 7 powti ol the 
thiee pioMncts slionld ohtain Ins sanction Tn (his theic v as htth ddhciilt^, 
IS he li.id volimt inly ott( led when he thuvv Imust II on tlu 11 (lUiteetion, to 
eoinply with an) teims wlneli they nuglit he pleased tn did iti C'hvc .icioid- 
inglj''aftei accomplishing his olijeit at .Mooishedabad hy 1 educing the' nahoh 
to the condition ot a pensioiici jiuisnid his (oni m tlu diiciLionol Alldiahad, 



that he nngdit theie 111 lonpmction witli Gemial ('ainai, obtain fioin bh.ili 
Aimn a foimal s.inction of the new 1 evolution which he had ]ust >LC(‘oniphshed 
It IS not to he denied that bli.di Alum had good cause to conpdiuii of the 
tieatineiii ho loceived on tins occasion When lie enteiid on ])osstssion ol 
Allahabad and the adjoining dibtiicts, it was imdei <i tic ity which pionused lam 
the ultimate jiosbcssion of all the teiiitoiics which heloiiged to Hujah Dowlah 
Instead of this lie was now infoimed that lie must lost satislied wdli the aiiiall 
extent of teuitniy aheady confericd upon him, and witli the aiinnal pajiiinit 
of twenty-six lacs ol lupees fioin Bengal Besides tins tuhiito he had iighl 
to a jaglmo ill that connLiy which yielded seveial lacs, and to a Jaige anioiiiit 
of aiieaifa, liiit when he tlaimed them, wae simply told that he niusl look on all 
past airangomenis as cancelled In fiituie he, too, was to ho nothing inoie 
than a jneie pensioner oi the Corapiany Theie is soinctlmig almost hiclioious 
in the double diaractci which Bliah Alum was thus made to assume, In the 

' Tills palaco “ig now tlie aisennl, a buck \v,iU hall auppoTlcd by eight lowH of cnluinns, wght m 
has been niii np between itn outer toloiinadea, with each low, thus inakmg in all siKty font, gurrounded 
windows of rnghsli arohiteotnre, and ita eunonB by a deep verandah of donhlo colninna with groups 
pavilions and other accompaimnents jemoved, and of four .at the angles, all Burinouuted by hrnolcob 
iivtcinally whatever could not be couveniently oapitala of the moat elegint and riohoat dosigti, and 
ent away is carefully govered up with plaster and altogether as fine in style and as rloh ui ornament 
whitawaah, and hid by stands for attng and deal as anything in India,”— Teignsson’s flandboal of 
fittings Still its plan can he made out, a square A) ch%iei,Hte, voL i 
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one lie is seen higgling with the rcpi'esoiitatives of the Ooiiipany, and vain-ly 
ciidcavouz'iiig to inci'cabe the axnoiiiit which they had allotted foi his inaiiiteii- 
iiiice, iu tlie other, he assumes all the aivs of an ahsolute soveieigii, and gives 
away vast and populous puivinees h} a mere stioke of the pen. It is not mi- 
wopthy ()1 notiee that, at the time when tho grant ot the ilewaniiee of tht' thiec 
provinces, yielding a lovenno estimated at from £3,000,000 to C 1,000 000 .sttnling, 
was ohtained, Clive s jaghire was not forgotten, tlie reversion of it after he .should 
h.u e enjoyed it lor ten yoar.s, or on lus death, if it should sooner happen, lieing 
exjiressly bestowed outlie Company. Tins reversion, it is almost iinnecessaiy 
to observe, was previously included in the g-raut of the dewaiiiiee, and hence the 
only thing gained hy granting it specially, was to give legal effect to tlic 
arrangement respecting tlie jaghire, which had previously been made hetween 
Cliv(' and tlie director.s. 

The only person who had reason to eongiutuhita hhmelf ou the hberai treat¬ 
ment which he received was Sujah Dowlah He had been tho most fonuidahle 
and inveterate enemy of the Company, and had not only taken Hcer Cos.sim 
and Siimroo under his protection, tliougli perfectly cognizant of the Imnicl mas¬ 
sacres which they had perpetrat(>d, hut had placed hiinsc-lf at the head of a con- 
I'ederacy avowedly leagued for tlie purpose of expelling the British altogether 
from the country. There would, there¬ 
fore, have heezi no injustice in carrying 
out tho treaty wlilcli engaged to deprive 
him altogether of his territories, and 
transfer iliein bo Shah Alum Indeed, it 
was not justice, hut policy, that dictated 
the more favourable terms whicli he 
received after a aeries of disastrous defeats 
had compelled him to throw liim.self un¬ 
conditionally on the mercy of his coii- 
(pierors. The Company had never been 
ambitious of tenitorial aggrandizement; 
and after repeatedly declining the 
dewannee of the three provinces, had at 
last accepted it, more from nece,ssity than 
clioice So long as the revenues were 
payalile to the nabob, his interests were at variance with those of the Com¬ 
pany and their agents, an<I ini,sunder.staiidmg,s and collisions were constantly 
occurring The acceptance of the dewannee by the Company seemed the only 
effectual remedy, and on this ground alone it was recommended by the .select 
committee, and at last sanctioned with some degree of reluctance by the comt. 
The great object now was to make po.ssession safe and permanent by the forma¬ 
tion of such a frontier as would give the best security against foreign invasion, 
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and afford the necessary Ici.sure for the introduction of important ijitornal ini- 
proveinent.s. In the treaty with Shall Alinn, this object had liecn overlooked 
Tiie only effect of putting lihn in possession of tlic territories of Snjah Dowlidi 
would have been to protract hostilities indefinitely. Too leeble to provide for 
his own defence 'vvithin the country, he never could have made' head again.st 
the Afghans and Mahrattas, who were watching an opportunity to extend their 
Gonrpie.sts. 

It was to such considerations as the.se that Snjah Dowlah owed tlie favour 
which was shown him. He was the hereditary jnince, and boLli from his po.si- 
tion and his talents was supposed most capalile of interposing an effectual hanicr 
hetween the possessions of the Com[)ariy and tlic foreign invaders who liad 
long been intent on gaining a footing in them. To fit him for the part thus 
assigned him, it was necessary not only to leave his strength nniiupnired, Imt to 
convince him, by generous treatment, that he could not advance his iuterest more 
effectually tlian by linking his own fortunes with those of the Company, and 
entering into clo.se alliance with them. Accordingly, when Clive, set out to con¬ 
clude tlie treaty with Sujah JJowlali, the select conunittee, donlTlcss cclioing 
hts own sentiments, furnished him witli a paper of instructions, in wliich they 
say, “Experience having shown that an influence maintained by force of arms, 
is tlestructive of that commercial .spirit which we ought to pi'omote, ruinous Lo 
the Company, and oppressive to the country, wc' earnestly recommend to your 
lordship, that you will exert your utmost endeavours to conciliate tlie aileotions 
of the comitvy power.s, to remove any jealousy tliey may entertain of our un¬ 
bounded ambition, and to convince them we aim not at compiest and dominion, 
but security in carrying on a free trade cipially beneficial to them and to us. 
With tins view policy reipiircs that our demands be moderate and eipiitablo, 
and that Ave avoid every appearance of an inclination to enlarge our territorial 
[losscssions. The sacrifice of conquests, wliich we must hold on a very precari¬ 
ous tenure, and at an expense more than ciphvalcnt to their revenuo.s, is of little 
consequence to us; yet Avill such restitutions impress them with a high ojiinion 
of ovu’ generosity and justice. For tlvese reasons we think Sujah Dowlah should 
he reinstated in the full possession of all his dominions, with such limitations 
only as he must see ai-e evidently calculated for onr mutual benefit. We would 
decline insisting upon any terms that must prove irksome to his high spii'it, and 
imply a suspicion of his sincerity.” 

A treaty in wliich the party able to dictate terms felt disposed to act so 
generously was easily arranged, and Sujah Dowlah gladly consented to pay 
fifty lacs of rupees as the expense of the war, in return for the restitution of 
his whole territories, except the districts of Korah and Allahabad pirevionsly 
ceded to Shah Alum, and for a mutual alliance by Avhich the contracting parties 
became bound to assist each other against all foreign invaders. The difficulty 
in regard to Meer Cossim and Suraroo no longer existed. The former had taken 



Ciur. XII.] 


TllEATY WITn SUJAH DOAYLAII. 


695 


ixilvigii among the Pvohillas, tlie latter had entered the service of the Jats, and ai> irio 
Hujah IJowlah did all that could be required of him, when he engaged never to 
give any countenance or protection to cither The only point as to which lie'■’rs'itv 
ventured to demur was a proposal that tlie (.'oinpany should he emjjowered to noHta'ii imi 
(establish hictories within his territories. In this he probably suspected a repe- 
tition ol the same process by which Bengal had been wrested fioin it.s original 
rulers, and thcrelore objected so strongly that the point was not pre.ssed, and it 
was merely stqnilated that the Company should have liberty to trade duty freu 
I'liis liberty, however, was scarcely regarded as a boon, for at this time tlie 
three jirovinces were supposed to he the proper limits both of trade and of cou- 
(|nest. In regard to the former, the presidency could foresee no benefit to the 
(Vinqiany from maintaining settlements at so vast a distance; while in regard to 
the latter, even Clive declared in a letter to the directors, shortly after conclud¬ 
ing the treaty, "My resolution was, and my hojies vdll always be to confine our 
assistauco, our conc|ue,st, and our possessions to Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, To 
go further is, in my opinion, a scheme so extravagantlj- ambitious and absurd, 
that no governor and council in their senses can ever ado])t it, unless the whole 
.scheme of the Company’s interest be first entirely new modelled” 

When Clive returned to Calcutta in September, a sorites of irksome duties 
lay before him. He had enforced the signature of the covenants interdicting une 
presents, but as large sums had been received after the covenants had arrived, 
and were therefore, though unexecuted, legally binding, it was judged necessary 
to institute a strict inquiry in regard to them. This im]uiry was, indeed, 
unavoidable, for Nujum-ud-lJowlah, dissatisfied Avith the arraiigement Avhich had 
forced Mahomed llezii Khan upon him as naih-souhah, no sooner lieard of Clive’s 
arrival than he hastened to Calcutta, and made it a fonmd complaint that the 
niiib had emptied his treasury by pajdng away twenty lacs of rupees iii pre¬ 
sents to tbe members of council Mahomed Beza Khan’s defence AAms that he 
AAUis not a voluntary agent, but on reeemng intimation of the sums AA'hich the 
members of council expected had no option but to pay them. The recipients of 
the so-called presents denied that they had used eibher force or terror. This was 
perhaps true, but the inquiry prov’-ed that they had intimated their expectations 
in a Avay AAdaich made it impossible to refuse them, and the sentemee therefore 
Avas not unjust, which, on the ground of this misconduct, dismissed Mr. Spencer, 
the governor, and nine other leading officials from the Company’s service. 

The question of private trade still remained The directors had, as we have AnnmBo- 
seen, endeavonred to strike at the root ol the evil, by sending out an order, on 
the 8th of February, ITfil, yn’ohibiting the servants of tbe Company from 
engaging in it. This judicious order they had been obliged to recall, in conse¬ 
quence of tbe interference of the general court of proprietors; and accordingly, 
in a letter sent out in the same ship iu which Clive sailed from England, AAdiile 
they still expre.sscd their conviction that the existing regulations as to the pri- 
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vale inland trade were “so injiiriou.s to the nahol) and the natives Lliat tlu'y 
could not, ill the very nature of them, tend to anytluiii,^ Imt llie produciiifr 
general hearlliuruLnganddi.sHatisfactioMs,’’an(l reipiired tliat their or<lor of the Rtli 
of February should in the moan time ho enforced, they told the oonunittee “to 
consult the nabob as to the manner of cai'rying on the inland tiiule, and there¬ 
upon to form, a proper and eipiitahle plan foi' that purpose, and transmit the 
same to the directors, aeeonipanicd hy snob explaiiaticjiis, observations, ami 
remarks, as might enable them to give tlieir sentiments and directions tlieru- 
upou, in a full and explicit manner.” This letb'r contained the only special 
instructions whicli Clive and the select committee Jiad received on the suhjhad; 
and it was therefore to have been expected that in any ai'raugem(.!ut subse¬ 
quently adopted, the spirit at least, if not tlie letter of these instmeiions would 
be carefully observed. This, however, was not tlu' case.. On tlui contrary, a 
scheme was friuued hy which the three leading articles of the inland Liiulc— 
salt, betel, and tobacco—were converted into a strict monopoly for tlu', exidusive 
) behoof of the servants of the Company. Tliis scliciue, whi(;li was diaiuctricially 
opposed to the instructions of the directors, could only be jnstiiied by the great 
change of circumstances which had taken place. When the directors wi'ctte, 
they understood that the nabob was still in actual possession of tlu' revounes, 
and consequently had a special interest in su})prcssing the abuses hy which their 
amount had been so seriously climinished. The case was now cojuplolely 
altered. By the grant of the dewannee, the whole i-evcnucs of the cuuntiy liad 
been transferred to the. Company, and tlie nabob was only to receive a pension 
of a definite amount It was therefore no longer of any consequeuee to him 
liow the revenue.? were managed, so long as he was sure of I'cceivlng payment 
of his fifty lacs. So far wa.s tlie existing nabob from fiicling tlu* degrading 
po.sition to which he was thas reduced, that Clive says:—“ He recelvod the ])ro“ 
posal of having a sum of money for himself and household at his will with infi¬ 
nite pleasureand, on retiiing from the intei-viow, oxclalmod, “I’liank God. 1 
sliall now have as many dancing girls as I please.” There wais tliu.s no occasion 
to pay any regard to the nabob in the new arrangement, all mode.? of carrying 
on the inliuid trade being now to him erpially indifferent. The only interc.sts 
to he protected were those of the Company and of theuative.s, and Clive thought 
that the plan which the select committee had devised would at ouc(' secniro thi.s 
protection and accomplisli another object of vital imiiortauee. I’he salaries of 
the Company's servants wore totally inadequate, and the ])rivate inland trades 
was the chief .soui-ce from which they had been acoustomod to make fortniuss or 
to obtain maintenance. Now therefore, when this source was at once pcsrcsnip- 
torily cut off, they saw nothing before them but a sudden do,scent from afllueucts 
to beggary, The salary of a member of council was only and It wan 

perfectly notorious that the e.stablislimeut which his position in society rondcrut] 
uecessai-y could not be kept np at less than ^63000. The directors, in abolisliing 
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thu inliiiid Lnwle, onghi to have given due weight to this consideration, cund 
been piepaiud when they .suppi'es.sed an obnoxious source of income tn provide 
,mothci. Ihis they entirely failed to do; and hence Clivm considered himself 
entitled to supply the omission by the lea,st ohjectioiialdc means at Ids dispo.sal. 

riio plan adopted wa,s as follows:— A. society or partnership was formed, and 
vested witli the exclusive right to carry on the trade in .salt, betel-nut, and to¬ 
bacco J'hc partner.s consisted of the Company’.s servants, arranged in three 
ida.sses, and the stock was divided among them in certain definite shares. To the 
lir.st cla.s.s were allotted thirty-five share.s, distributed thu.s—the governor, five 
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sluires, the general or coimnander-in-chief, three shares; the second in council, 

(■ I)i'ee .share.s; the other ten memhens of council and two colonels, two .shares each. 

I'o tlic second class were allotted twelve .shares, or two-thirds of a share each 
to eighteen per,son,s—namely, one chaplain, three heutenant-colouel.s, .and fourteen 
senior merchants. To tlie third class were allotted nine shares, I)cdug one-third 
oi a share each to twenty-seven persons—namely, four majors, four finst .surgeons 
!Lt the presidency, two fiv.st .surgeons at the iiriuj^, one secretary in council, one 
.sub-accountant, one Persian translator, and one sub-export-warehouse keejier. 

'l.’o coiniieu.safce the Coinpany, who in their new position as dewan were entitled 
to draw a con.siderablc revenue from the monopolized articles, an ad valorem 
duty of 35 per cent,, estimated to produce £100,000 per annum, wa.s paid, and a,s 
a Kecurity to the native,s some precautions were taken to prevent tlie enhanced 
price naturally produced by a monopoly. Though nothing can be more ohjec- 
tionahle in principle than the payment of public officers by the profit of a mono- 
[)oly of the article.s which, next to rice, foimed in Bengal the princii)al neces- 
sarie.s of life, there cannot be a doubt that the sutn.s realized ivere .sufficient to 
furnish ample salarie.s to all who had the privilege of sharing iu it. Clive’s 
calculation was that from tlie partnership a colonel would draw £7000 per 
annum. This being the profit on two shares, each share imrst have yitdded 
£3500; and hence, the five reserved to himself as governor, must have given an 
income of £17,500. As he had declared his determination not to derive any 
pecuniary advantage from his re-appointineut, lie appropriated the whole of the 
profit.s thus received to the members of his household, and more e.speciallv to hi.s 
brother-in-law, his secretary, and his surgeon, all of whom had accompanied him 
from England. Tlie court of directons, on being made acquainted with the plan, 
adhered to their former views, and in their general letter to the select commit- .iitocwts. 
tee wrote as follow-s;—“Much has been lu’ged by onr servants at different times 
in favour of the right to this trade, which we have always treated as a mo.st 
absurd claim. The words of the phirraaund are, ‘ Whatever goods the English 
Company shall hring or carry, d-c., are dutyfree.’ To suppose that the court of 
Delhi could mean by these words, a monopoly of the necessaries of life over 
their own .subjects, is such an absurdity that we shall not lose time or words in 
tryin<r to refute it. With respect to the Company, it is neither consistent with 
Vo^ I. 
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A u. xTtr, tkeir honour nor their dignity to proiuoio such ,‘iii exclusive trade, as it is iiorv 
iiioro inuncdiatcly our interest siud duty to jirotcct and chorisli tlie iuludiitaids, 
'Tiioiiiic, hu 3 and to give them no occasion to look on every liluglishniaii a.s their national (jnemy, 
a sentiment we thiidc such a inojiopoly would nece.ssai'ily sugge'st We cannot, 
muuoiIiJi therefore, uppro’/c the plan you have sent as, for trading in salt, hetehnul., and 
tobacco, or admit of this trade in any shapo whatever, and do hereby couHrm 
our orders for its enth-e abolition." Those orders were Uu) esi>lieit to he directly 
disobeyed; but the execution of them was sirspeuded on the ginimd, that bi.dbru 
they were received the coutract for the second year luul been formed, and it was 
therefore impossible, "without r-uin to individuals and coid’usion to the ])ublic," 
to tlx an earlier date for the abolition than the 1st ol S('[)temher, 1767 Mven 
this date Wii,s extended to enable the society to collect their deht.s and roalizi' 
their capital, and their operations did not cease till (Se]itcmber, 1768. 
oimsaiipii.!, Anotber arrangement which Clive luade at this tinu' was deserving ol more 

to t.Uo ^ ^ ^ ^ j /• 1 1 / V • 

Miitiui-j lad p]‘aise, Uiong']i it yiibjected liiui to a ]ai‘g(‘i* nioouut oi obloquy. Owjiig to tlic' 

tlwm'ipptni resignations, voluntary or compulsory, which had taken place in the council of 
t,‘,“1" Calcutta, and the bad spirit juanifestod by some of those who remained, it bo- 
camo necessary in supplying vacancies to deviule from the ordinary roiitiiU' and 
appoint those only who, from character and experience, might be both able and 
willing to cany out the reforms which had alri'ady been introduced or weiaj still 
contemplated. It seemed vain to look for such p('i'son,s within the, llengal [)n'- 
sidoncy. The, mo,st eligible had perished in the Patna massiicrcv and tlio select 

committee did not hesitate to declare tliat the' wliole list ol' junior merchants 

within the presidency, did not contain the names of more than throe or four 
individuals whom they “could po,ssibly recommend to higher .stations at prenont." 
They therefore, on their own responsibility, subject of coursti to the approval of 
the directors, applied to the Madras presidency i’or four of their ablest civil 
servants, and on their arrival gave them seats in the ooumdl. It was not to 
be expected that a raeasnre which not only" broke in upon the estabh.slu'd rule of 
.seniority, but virtually charged tho,se who would have succeeded under that rule 
with incoinpetency, would e.scape severe aniniadver,sion and violent opposition. 
The whole settlement was tlirowii into a ferment, and the individuals who con¬ 
ceived their interests to be injuriously affected, not contented with sub,scribing a 
formal memorial of eomplaiu.t, took the k'ss justifialjle sto}> of attempting; to 
effect their object by means of private associations, which Olivo dononneed a,s 
“destructive of that suhoi’dination without which no government can .stand,” 
Tailing to obtain their main object, the mendjcns engaged to pensist in a sei'ies 
of petty and insulting annoyances. No visits were to be paid to tlxo pre,sidcnt; 
vtoQeeaitii;. no invitafcion.s fi-om him or any other member of the select committee were to 
be accepted; and the new comisellors from Madras were to bo treated with ne¬ 
glect and contempt. In pursuing this course they were abetted by some of the 
highest officials. Two memhensof council signed their memorial “in testimony 
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f)!' Uu'ir souse ol tlu; injustice done to ilio yoniifror Mervnnts,” anrl the secretary 
of the council Look such ii proniinoJit p:irt Iti. the associatioti that lie was deprived 
of liLs ollice and .suspended from this sei vice C'Jivo laid jiot nuieli dililioult}^ in 
dealing,' with Llu' iusuhordinatioii of the civil scvvariLs, but a luiicii mure serious 
task was awaiting liiiu Tlu' gi-eater pait of LIju European otflcerB in the army 
had become di.satfecb'd and were on the point of mutinying 

According to a plan framed by Olive the army had lieen formed into three 
brigades, each con istiug of a regiment of European infantry, a company of artil¬ 
lery, six baLialio7).s of sepoys, ajid a tLVo[> of native e.avaliy. The fir.st hrigadc, 
under Colonel Hir Ttohert Fletcher, wa,s stationed at Mougbir; the second, under 
Colonel Smith, at Allahahad, and the third, under Colomd Sir hohert Barker, 
at Bankipoi'c, about four miles w(‘st of Jkitiia From the earliest tliiie the 
odioei'H sei'viug in India had, while, on active service, received in additl(m to 
tlu'ir ordiiuiry pay an allowance known by tlus iiaino of bu/iii. After the battle 
of Plassey, Meer Jatlier, car whom the p.’iymeut of tlie troops devolved, ilouhled 
thi.s idlowfuice, and from that pejiod accoivlingiy rloiible hdtta hiid been paid. 
So long as the nabob drew the reve.iuies and |)aid the many out of them, the 
Company ilid nob share the burden The ea.se was altei'ed first when certain 
districts were assigned for ])aynu!uL of the troops, and still more when the Com¬ 
pany obtained the grant of the wliolo (h'waunee Thereafter, the maintenance 
ol' the troops was borne entirely liy tin; Compiiny, and eveiy deduction that 
could he made was ,so much added to their income. Inlluenced by thi,s’consi¬ 
deration aiid the fiuarmial difficulties with which tliey were .struggling, Llie 
dii'cctors were desirous to (uifoi'ce economy wherever ja'actietible, and among 
other lueasure.s resolved to abolish tlm allowauc(' of doulile batta At the time 
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wlu'n it was fir.st granted, Clive had distinctly warned the army to I'ogard it a.s 
an iudidgence whii-h they owed entirely to the personal feelings of the nabob, 
and which tlie C(mipmiy would not l)c di.spo.sed to continno, d'lie directors 
accordingl 3 r no sooner felt tiie bm-den than thej' began to complain of it, and 
.sent out po.sitivc orders that double ba.tta should he abolished. The very pro¬ 
posal was received with so much indlguation, and called forbli sixch strong remon¬ 
strances from the officers, tlia.t tlie .governor and council were iuiiinidated, and 
chose rather to di.sobey the orders than incur the oblocpiy and risk the danger 
of carrying them into execution. 

Tlie directors, dotenuined not to be thus defeated, called Clivo’.s attention cisocaTiioB 
particiiliu’ly to the .subject, and in the insti’iictions wliich he took out with him mtuernt. 
on Ids re-ap],)oiuLiueiit, repeated their orders for the abolition of double batta 
in the most permuptory fonn. He was determined to execute them; and had 
no sooner brought the Avar to a termination by the, treaties concluded Avith Shah 
Alum and Sujah Dowlah, than an intimation was given by the Boloct com¬ 
mittee that double batta should cease on the 1st of Jamimy, 1766, An excep¬ 
tion was made in favour of the second brigade, both heeause its .station at Aila- 
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A.D. iTfio liabad was beyond Llie liiniLs ol' the Coin])aiiy’.s territory, and it inigliL be con¬ 
sidered while watcliLiig the threatened invasion of a large body ol MaliraLLas 
Atioiition to be actually ill the field. On rehnning into cantonments it was to be reduced 
ilita"^''° to single batta, while the bi'igade.s at Eankipore and Moiigiiir were to ilraw hall 
batta only. Witliin the pruHulcuey, oxceiit during marching or actual service, 
no batta at all was allowed. 

The abolition took place at the time apiiointed, aiidwitli the snpiioscd accpii- 
escence of the officers, who appeared to have abaiidoiied the opposition winch 
they had often threatened Clive, doliglitod with the result, lelt (lalcuitn in the 
end of March, 17(1(1, and procceiled northward witli General Carnac, for tlie pnr- 
po.se of regulating the collectious of revenue for the ensuing year, Me was thus 
employed at Moorshedahad, Avhen he Ava.'^ .startled by a letter iroiu the council 
at Calcutta, dated 19th April, inclosing <a rciuon.strauce against tlic reduction of 
batta, signed by nine oaptaius, twelve liouteiiaut.s, and tweniy cii,signs of the 
thml brigade, stationed, as we have seen, at llaukiporc, in tlio uoighliouvhood of 
Patna. This Avas alarming: but the e.vtent of the danger was not .sii.specLed till 
the iJMth of April, Avheu a letter Avas received from Sir llohert Fletcher, in com- 
xiii’oDUon raand of the first brigade, .stationed at Monghir. He stated that ilie ollicers 
seeiiied determined to make another attempt for the recovery of hatta, and had 
fiMifewiiioiKij inieution to re.sigu their eoimuissions at the end of the month, 

though they Avonld continue to serve in May a.s volunteers. This leitor inclosed 
another from Sir Robert Barker, which mentioned in more c.vjilieit terms hi.s 
disQOA’'ery of a ,serion.s comhination, Avhicli there was I'casou to appri'heud Ava,s 
not confined to his own brigade On further iinpiiry, it ajipoared l,hat the com¬ 
bination extended to the whole army, and had originatorl at Monghir, as early 
as December, 17(1-). It Avas, in fact, a regularly organized plot, The ollicers 
• belonging to it took an oath binding them to .secrecy, and to firescrA'o, at tlu' 
hazard of their OAvn Uvea, the life of any one of their a.ssoeiatu.s Avhom a court- 
martial might comlemn to death. Each, morooA'er, engaged under a peuaK.y of 
£.500, not only to resign hi.s commi.saion, but not again to accept of 11, till double 
batfca Avas restored. A.saii additional security, afnmlAvas formed for the indem¬ 
nification of those Avho might bo oaabiered, or the purchase of eommissious for 
tliem iu the king’s .service. To this fund civilian.s Avore .said to have subseribed 
Mutunifju- to the amount of £10,000. At first the second brigade, stationed at Allahabad, 
ijeweei. tLu j'efu.sed to join m tlio plot. As they Averc actually in the field, an exception had 
coMpaatora faA’-our, ttud the reduction of batta wa.s not to take place in 

their case till they should be placed in cantomneiits. On thi,s ground they stood 
aloof for a time, but ultimately the influence of the officers in the other hrigades 
prevailed, ami they lAiado common cause Avith them. The number of commissions 
collected for resignation amounted to nearly 200. 

Clive AVas just the man to deal Avith .such a crLsis. The only case iu which 
he appears to have ever thought of concession Avas in that of tlm second brigade. 
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A laryp Lody of the MaliraLtas was in motion, and a battle was daily exjiected, .■vn irco. 
Ill tlioHc circumstances Colonel Smith was insti'uctcd, in the event of being 
reduced to tlu‘ utmost extremity, to make peace with the inaleontonts In oiivu's 
regard to the othei' brigades the most decisive steps were taken. Besides sending Bupi.io.aiiit' 
lorward all the oflieers in whom he could confide, Clive caused urgent letters 
to bo written to Madras, reipiesting that all oflieers wlio could jjossibly be 
.s[)ared should be forthwith despatched for Bengal The free merchants at 
Calcutta wore also urgcil to accept of commissions, temporarily or perinanently, 
while all the oflieers who re.sigued were ordered to be sent down to Calcutta to 
he there tried by court-martial. These measures completely disconcerted the 
maleonteuts. They had made sure of victory without providing against defeat, 
and no sooner saw the [irobability of fixilure than all theii' confidence forsook 
them. Either hecauso they feared to lake so bold a step or deemed it uuneces- 
sa.iy, they had not attempted to enlist tlie sympatbie.s of the common soldier.s; 
and when the struggle came found that tliey had gimsly miscalculated. By 
tlicir resignatious they had simply excluded themselves from tlie service, and 
made way for others who wei’e ready to suiiply tlieh- place. On the loth of 
May, when Olivo arrived at Monghir, the confederacy was already hroken up. 

Two days before, when the oflieers avIio bad resigned were ordered to rpiit the 
garrison, the European soldiers got um.ler ann,s intending to follow them The 
sepoy battalion was immediately called out, and order was without much diffi¬ 
culty restored. It seemed, indeed, that the European soldiers were acting under 
misapprehension. They had imagined that Sir Eohert Fletcher was himself one 
of the malcontents, and were astonished when they found him taking part against 
tliern insteiid of pulling himself at their head. On being thus undeceived they 
at once returned to their duty. It soon appeared that the opinion which the}- 
had formed of their connnamlor was not unfounded, fl’lie very day of Clive’s 
arrival Sir liohert Eletchcr acknowledged that he had known of the combination 
of the officers since January, though he had not moiitioned it in any oflicial 
oommunication till late in April. His excuse was, that he had seemed to 
approve of the scheme In order that nothing might be done without his knorv- 
ledge This was too flimsy to be received, and further inquiry having left little 
room to doubt that he was an abettor, if not the actual originator of the mutiny, 
lie was at a latei' period brought to a court-martial and dismisscfl the service. 

From Monghir Clive proceeded without loss of time to Bankipore, where he 
arrived on the 20th of May, Though most of the officers of the third brigade mutiusero. 
stationed here had resigned their commissions, only a feAV had insisted on their 
hmnodiate acceptance, and been accordingly sent off for Calcutta. The rest had 
only resigned prospectively against a given day, and were still continuing to do 
d uty. ITie moment Clive arrived, all idea of further contumacy was abandoned, 
and they were glad to he permitted to I’etract their resignations under the some- 
Avhat luuniliatiug condition of engaging to serve for three years, and not to 
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re.siiru at ai\y time without giving a ycai-’.s notiuo 'riie s('f'oud biigadc, ihoiigli 
tlio last to join the coinlnuation, apyearh to liave hoen tlic most u'luctant (o 
a1)audon it 'riie greater part of tlio troops eoinposiug it had btHot marclu'd 
al)o\e ]()() miles beyond Allahabad, aud were wakdiing the movements ol (>0,00() 
Mahrattas who had arrived at (Jali>ee, under the comuiaudof llalajee Uau The 
enemy being thus in sight, tlic Uiitish offieors were bound for llic time at least 
to have reserved their grievanees Instead of tliis hououiahli' eonrsi*, they took 
advriutago of tlieir position, <ind .sought to extort a compluineo with then 
deniancis, hy tendering their resignation,s in a body with only two exeeption.s 
Those who lesigned immediately were sent olf to Caleutta , the others who 
resigned prospectively were glad bclbre the arrival of the jieiaod whieh they had 
fixed to lie iiennitted to retrace tlieir .step.s The offiem's of the IfurojK'an regi¬ 
ment in gariison at rVllahahiul were not .so ca.slly intimidated, aud did nut yiidd 
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till a battalion of sepoy,s arrived from the eaiup, liaving jieriormed a mareli of 
101 miles in fifty-four hours. 

Tlie mutiuj? was now ,suppre.ssod mainly through the indoniitahle lirmno.sH 
which Clive manifested in bin own person, and was able to transfuse into all 
who acted iminediatel}'' under him It mdy remained to mlliet punishment on 
tiio.se who, from their rank or tlicir violence, were regarded as the luo.st eriminnl. 
From the very first Clive had declared that the law must take its eoursi', and 
that the riugleadere at least would .suffer death. Lenient mea,snre.s, however, 
prevailed. Only six officer.s were tried, aud though they were all found guilty 
of mutiny no capital .seuteuce vva.s pronounced. Clive’s sense of diseiplinu was 
thua very imperfectly satisfied; but a defect bad been discovered iu the mutiny 
act for the Company’s service, making it doubtful if the procecdiiig.s umler it 
were legally valid, aud it was therefore wisely resolved to leau to the .side of 
mercy. Oa this ground the mildness of the senL 6 nc 0 .s pronoinieed by the coni’t- 
inartial can be easil 3 >-justified. It is more difficult to justify the conduct of the 
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(lii't'cioi'h In v(3t'u,sin^f, lu several iiistauces, Lo give effect even io these sentences, ad.- i-i.j 
and ium'(' esiK'cial]}^ in reiiistatiug Hir Robert Fletcher, whom we shall again see 
installed as coiinnander-in-cluel' at Madras, and talcing a prominent part in a 
(r.insaction only l(‘ss discreditable than that lor which he had been previously 
cashiered. 

At the vt'vy time avIuhi Clivt' was thus called to maiutaiu the discipline of 'fiioeaii,- 
the army against the great body of its officers, lie had aiuiouneed his determi- “cuvu'b 
nation to confer upon it the very liberal donation which, largely augmented linst 
by the nabob and afterwards by the CVunpany, couatitnte.s what is still known 
b_ytho name of “Olive’.s Fund.” Meer Jaflicr, on his dcatli-bed, had expressed a 
wish Lo leave C1lv(‘ a legacy of five lacs of rupees. It has beeti insiniiatefl that 
this .sum wa.s a legacy only in name, and was in fact a present by which the 
member,s of Moer Jattleris family not only wished to manifest their gratitude 
for the elevation which they owed to the victor of Plassey, but hoped to con¬ 
ciliate his future favour. If it was only a pre.sent, it was evidently .struck at by 
the now eovi'uanls, and nothing couhl have been more preposterous than that the 
governor .sjieciaiJy a]ipointe(l to enforce the.se covenants should set an example 
of violating them; ii' it wa.s truly a legaej?, the propriety of accepting it "wa.s 
still more than doubtful, becau.se, altliongh not contrary to the letter, it was 
evidently at variance with tlie spirit of the covenants, and furnished an easy 
metliod of perpetuating the abuses which they were meant to .sujiprms. Clive 
felt the difficulty, ami was conscious that, whatever became of the money, he 
could not appropriate it to himself without incurring the obnoxious charge of 
lu'cakiug the promise he had rc'peatedly made, not to tlerive any pecuniary 
Ixnu'fit from his ie-appointment. In tlie.se circmnstauces it occurred to him tliat 
a.s the abolition of double batta wa,s about lo bo enforced, it would be at once 
a graceful and apjjropriate compensation to einjiloy the legacy in esiahlrshiug a 
fund out oi' which not only officers and soldlens disabled by wounds, di.sease, or 
length of service, but also their widows might he pensioned. Tlie aimouiice- 
ineut of this determination set at rest the questions which the bequest rrouid 
naturally have raised; and the court of directors, wisely ab,staining from giving 
any opinion as to its true character or legal validity, unauivnously resolved, that 
“his lord.slup be empowered to acce^it of the .said legimy or donation, and they 
do highly approve of his lordship’s generosity in bestowing the .said legacy of 
live lacs in so useful a charity; and they hereby consent and agree to accept of 
the trust of the said fund, and will give directions that the same be carried into 
execution in legal and pro])er form.” The live lacs of rupees produced, accord¬ 
ing to the I’ate of exchange at the time, £02,833, Os. 8r^. To this Syf-ul-Dowlah, itsnmoiuii. 
the brother and succe.ssor of Nujum-ud-DoAvlali, who died at Moorshedabad, in 
Ma,y, a few days after Clive ,sct out to quell the mutiny, added three laas of 
nq)ee,s, equivalent to £87,000. On the Gth of April, 1770, when the deed oatab- 
lishing tin' fund wa,s formally executed, the accumulated interest amounted to 
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£2-t,l28. The whole oapikil of the fund Ihiis amouniod to £l2;i,9(n, Gy. Hd., 
aud at 8 per cent, the mtc of interc.st Avhich the (Joinpaiiy agreed to pa^^, pi’o- 
duced an annual income of £0912, to be expended in penaiona. 

After suppressing the mutiny Cdivo proceeded \eith General Garuac; to 
Chnprah, where a kind of congres,s wa.s hold It wois attended I)y Snjali Dowlah, 
Shah Aluiii'.s minister, aud deputies fi'oni the Malirattas, Shall Alum, hitherto 
excluded from Delhi, rvas bout on gaining po.s.se,s,sion of it, and had engaged the 
assistance of the Malirattas for that purpose, by assuring them that the Gorn- 
panj^’s troops would form part of the expedition Clivi' at once declared against 
this proposal, in whicli he saw only ruin to Shah Alum himself, and a warlari' 
which might throw the whole empire into eonfusion. Instead of an alllanee 
with the Malirattas, whom he regarded as the only enemies from whom serious 
danger was now to he apprehended, he was desirous of forming a cotifi'dei-aey 
against them, and laid the fonudationa of a treaty hy which the Gonpiauy, the 
Nabob of Oiule, the Jat, and tbo Roldlla chiefs, wove mutually (o as.sisi. each other 
in resisting the demands and repelling the iueursions of tho Mahratlas llcfori' 
the terms were finally arranged, Clive, attaching little importance to the assist¬ 
ance to he derived from such distant allies, took his di'iiartiire and ariived at 
Calcutta on the 130th of July. Tlie disagreeable scrvici' in which be had been 
engaged, the exertion he had been obliged to make, and a climate to v/hleh ids 
constitution was ill adapted, had seriomsly alfooted lii.s health. 11 e had ] iroviously 
intimated hi.s determination to return to Europe, ami in answer to a letter fi'om 
the directors oaruesilj'-re(j[uesting him to continue in the govcrunient (in'another 
year, replied, “It is now a 'nonth since I have been in so dojilorable a state of 
health a.s to be wholly unable to attend to bu,sines,s, ami it is past a doubt I 
cannot survive tho malignity of this climate another year.” The din'ctors, in 
tu'ging their request, had said, “When we consider tho penetration with which 
your lordsliip at once disuerned onr true interest in every branch, th(^ rapidity 
with which you restored peace, order, and trancpiillity, and the uid)iasHed integ¬ 
rity that has governed all your actions, we must congratulate your lord,ship on 
being the hajjpy instrument of .such extensive blossiugs to thos(i countries; and 
yon have our sineere.st thanks for the great and ini[)ortant advatifcages thereby 
obtained fm- the Company.” Nor did they confine themselves to thaiilcs. After 
arguing that “another years experience and peaceful enjoyment of our aeapiisi- 
tions might fix them on a bivsis that might give great hopt's they may ho as 
lasting as they are gi'cat,” they continued thus—“We fu'c very sensible of the 
sacrifice we ask your lordship fit make in desiring your continuance another 
year in Bengal, after the great service you have rendered the Company, aud the 
difficulties yon have passed through in accomplishiug them, under circumstances 
in which your own example has been the principal moans of reHiraining the 
general rapaciousness and corruption whidi had brought oui' affairs to the brink 
of min, Tirese Services, my lord, deseiwe more than verbal ackuowledgmonta; 
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and vv'c liiive no douLt that the propnetors will concur with us in opinion, that a d nor 
some solifl and pennaneut j-etrihutioii, adcipiate to jmur groat merits, should 
crown your lord,ship’s lah(3uv,s and success.” 

Olivo was not in.seiisiblo to the lu'gh encomium pronounced on liis service.s, eino 
nor iudiirereiit to tlie reward, which, though only vaguely de,scribed a,s “some 
■solid and permanent retribution,” was understood to be nothing le.ss than a grant 
of his jaghiro in perjietuity; but the state of hts health admitted of no answer, 
and he was moreover convinced that every material object contemplated in hts 
rc-appointracut having l ieeii accomplished, the evils apprehended from his dopar- 
lurc were in a gi'cat measure imagininy. The army, again brought into due 
subordination, was more than a match for any foreign power which might he 
tempted to provoke hostilities; the double hatta and other expen^scs which hore 
most heavily on the treasury had been subjected to due retrenchment; Mj'. Verelst, 
for whom the governorshi[) was destined, as well as the select committee, who 
were to continue in otlico, wa.s dtspo.scd to give full elfect to the improvoments 
whicli ha,d hocn introduced; and the Comjiany, nowin po.ssession of an indepen- 
dc'ut revenue, whicli the least .siiuguiue e.stiniatcd at nut less than .£1,000,000 
sterling, scemisl about to enter on a career of niiprecedentcd prosperity, 

Clive Hilt in the select committee for the last time on the Kith of January, iri.i iIituv- 
1707, and on the 21)th linally ipritted Bengal for England in the BritamiUi. 
lli.s measni'CH had oucounlcrcd much opposition, and excited in many of tho.se 
who coii.sidcred tlicii' interests to he injuriou.s]y allccted )iy them a vindictive 
spirit, which tlicy iifterwards took an opportunity of gratifying. The general 
leiding (.if tlio in'csidency was, however, decidcidly in his favour, and was not 
iiia(.-curat(ily ('xiircsscd by the .select committi-^e hi a letter addressed to the direc- 
tor-s .shortly after his de]iiU'tuiv. Oom])aring the state of .Bengal a.s he found it 
and a.s he loft it, they oh.sorvcd, “ We behold a pro.sidcncj’’ divided, Iieinkstrorig, 
and licentiou.H; a goveriimont without nerves; a treasury without monc}''; and 
a .service without suliordination, discijilhie, or public spirit We may add, that 
amidst a gcrierid stagnation of ascl'nl iiidn.stiy and irf liocnsod commerce, indivi¬ 
duals were accumulating immcn.so riches, which they had ravi.sluid from the 
imsiilted [irinoi.' and his hulplea.s people, who groaned under the united pressure 
of discontent, poverty, and oppre.ssion. Such was the condition of this prc.si- 
dency and tlu'se proviuocs, Yonv present sitxiation need not lie de.scribed. The 
liberal supplie.s to China, the state of your treasury, of your investment, of the 
service, and of the whole country, declare it to he the strongest contrast to what 
it wa.s.” Hi.s recejition in England was flattering. In other (piai'ter.s of the 
world disa.ster had generally attended the Biiti.sli arms. Their triumphs in 
India thus presented a striking contrast, which hroiight Clive more prominently 
into view, and obliged even th,o.se who wonld have detracted from 111.1 merits to 
keep a prurient .silence. Nor was applawse the only reward which he roceivod. 

The pi'oprietors of the Company, instead of rerpiiriug to ho promjited by the. 
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directors, took the initiative in recomniendtng lliat tlu' possession of tlio jiiglilre 
slionlil lie extended to Iviin and lus repioseutiitives t(;n years heyond the period 
wliicti Inid lieeii prei'iously lixc<l, and a i‘esolutlon to tliis ellect was ultimately 
carried by the iinaumioiis vote ot a general court. 

It is ueeos.sary to add, that this niaguilicciit grant was aeeonipanieil witli eir- 
cumstanee.s which diniinlshed the grabliicahlou deiived IVoin it. Uhve had lel't 
India in niiserahle health, and liad very impcrlectly recovered on tlie lioiaewanl 
voyage While he was tlius .suffering. I'anu! and eniolumeiit wane eonipanitl\'ely 
iudifferent to him, and he appears to have licen more offimded at tlie ho.stility 
or lukewarmness of some on whose friendship he had calculated, Ilian delighted 
at the universal rocognitiou ul his merit The grant of the dewaniiee had raised 
extravagant hopes in the ])ro|ii-ietors, who had hogim in conseipience to elamoiir 
for a largely increased dividend. The directors, hetter aeipiaiuted with the 
actual }>o.sitiou of the (Jompany's alfair.s, were anxiou.4 for diday. The additional 
revenue coufideutly predicted had not yet heen roali?;cd, and eKiraordiuary 
expenses had heou iiieiirrcd which would more than iih.sorh il, for some Liiiu' to 
come. The direcUns being thus opposed to the wislie.s of the proprietors, iiatnr- 
allji- endeavoured to justify their opposition hy giving an uufaYourn hie view of 
tlieir iimiMces, Some of them even, in onler to justify this view, .spoke some¬ 
what rlisparagingly of their new territorial acqulslbioiis, and ohjeeted to tlu' 
extended grant of tlie jaghire as extravagant. Clive felt indignaul,, and hesi¬ 
tated not to say that the diroetors in thus acting were (mdeavoiiriug to gain 
their own etid.s at hi.s expense. This mi.suiiflerstauding eouled some of his sup- 
portei'.s, anil made it more easy for hi.s enmiiies to mature their meditated attack 
upon I'lim. Not a few of those whose malversation.s h(‘ had pmiished in llengal 
had returned to Faigland with their ill-gotten gains, and-hei’ome large purchasers 
of India .sfftflc The influence which they acquired iu this way ivas .so groat, that 
after an action had heou raised for the purpose of obliging some of the gri'iitest 
delinquents to disgorge tlie auni.s whieh they had illegally I'eeeived iu the name 
of }ire,sents, they .suceeeded iu Indncing the general court to roeouuneml the with¬ 
drawal of the action, and guarantee them from futuro proi'ei'diugs hy' a vote of 
iiidomuity. The sympathy with notorious delinquency manifested hy this vote 
was ominous, and Clive, .shattered in health and depreM.4ed inspirits, retired into 
the country, not witlioub a strong prc.sentimcut of the har.sli Hcrutiny to which, 
through the rt!l(;utlcasne,H,s of enemies and the lukewarnme.s.s of friend,s, his whole 
public life was .soon to he subjected. 

Jn consequence of the revolution effected hy Glive’a achievemeuts in Bengal, 
a new era in the history of India cummeirccd. On their original diaraeter of 
merchants the Company had engrafted that of conquerors, and were heneetiu'th 
to rule with absolute sway over inyriad.s who Iiad pi'cviously known or heard 
of them only as iradens. IlitbeTto, while the relation with the natives wuis of 


a leas intimate ami more p recarious nature, fclmy occupied a very subordi- 
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iiato pLicc ill tliG nanative, and any lelcTOiiee inado to Uiciv manners and eiis- v n iri;r 

toms lias only Loon IneidoutaL A more iufciinate acquahitance with tli^nn nnisb 

now be formed 'Idi'o oonutiy tliongh it has cliaiiged its luleis still rmniuns m mmi lui.i 

othtomw ol 

tlidis, iiud tlic of tlio laoamires iulopfct'd by govcnnnoiiL tk'jK'iuls on tiioiini.iDn. 

the manner in whicli their iniciests aio alfccti'd by them Pnib how can this 
be understood without a previoun knmvlodge of their Koeial ])o.sIti(m > No people 
ean be governed on abstraet prineiples. d’hcir peeuliarities, including- even their 
most inational jirejiidices, must be consulted, since the very same laws under 
which one niitioii would lie prosperous and happy might produce universal dis¬ 
content and wretohedacss in another. It is alisolutely necesaary, therefore, both 
iliat those who rule and those who confine themselves to the humbler ia.sk of 
reviewing the policy of rnleus, should lirst of all aeipiaiiit themselves with the 
leading features of the population In tlie case of Iiulia the remaikahle fuims 
under which society presents itself make the knowledge of them as interesting as 
it IS ludisjiensahlo, and the lempoiary .suspension of the narrative will ho fully 
eoiuponsated liy the insertion of a dol.ail, ns amjilo as our limited sjiaee will allow, 
of whatever is most singnlar in the opiuion.s and jiractiees of Hindoos, d'o this, 
neeoiclingly, the next liook of our history will be dev'oted 
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